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Caretaker CM Balochistan not
meeting any exiled leader in
Dubai: Clarifies Jan Achakzai

 News Desk:

QUETTA: Caretaker
Information Minister
Balochistan, Jan
Achakzai on Friday
clarified that the care-
taker Chief Minister
Balochistan, Ali
Mardan Domki was
not  meeting any ex-
iled Baloch leader in
Dubai during his stay.
“The  caretaker CM
is in Dubai to inquire
about the health con-
dition of his friend”,
Mr. Achakzai to so-
cial media network X.
Earlier, a local news
agency reported that
the  caretaker CM
was scheduled to
meet the  exi led
Baloch leaders to
pave the way for ne-

gotiations in Balochistan. However, this prompted the caretaker in-
formation Balochistan to reject the report and issue a clarification in
this regard.

Abdul Hayee Baloch posted
DIG Police Quetta

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Senior po-
lice officer, Abdul
Hayee Baloch was
posted as the Deputy
Inspector General
(DIG) of Police
Quetta on Friday. Ac-
cording to a notifica-
tion issued by the cen-
tral police office,
Aitzaz Goraya, Mr.
Baloch’s predecessor
was posted as the
DIG Counter Terror-
ism Department
(CTD).

Abdul Hayee
Baloch has already
served in Quetta,
Naseerabad, Kalat,
Panjgur, and other
parts of Balochistan
and is recognized as
one of the dynamic
officers.

Hafeez Jakhrani SP Chagai.
This major reshuffle in the police depart-

ment has been made prior to the announce-
ment of general elections in the country. The
Election Commission of Pakistan is likely to
announce the schedule of the general election
at any time in the country.

DIGs of 10
divisions and
SSPs of 21

districts also
transferred

The notification
for the transfer
postings of DIGs of 10
divisions and SSPs of
21 districts has been
already issued. Apart
from this, Mohammad
Murad Kangaroo SSP
Kalat, Captain
Naveed Alam has
been posted as SSP
Lasbela, Asif Mastoi
as SP Hub, Hussain
Lashari as SP
Khuzdar, according to
the notification, Abdul
Aziz Jakhrani has
been posted as SP
Kharan and Abdul

Diplomatic missions urged to ‘brief, encourage’
their countries to invest in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Diplomatic missions  in
Islamabad were urged on Friday to “brief and
encourage their countries” to profit from
Pakistan’s rich resources in a bid to attract
foreign investment to the country, the Foreign
Office (FO) said.

The development comes days after care-
taker  Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar
directed the relevant authorities to accelerate
the realisation of identified Special Investment
Facili-tation Council (SIFC) projects.

The SIFC was formed in June this year
by the previous PML-N-led government to
“frame economic policies that “ensure policy
predictability, continuity and effective imple-
mentation to revive the economy”.

Then premier Shehbaz Sharif had said that
a key goal of the body was to attract invest-
ment from friendly countries. “The immedi-
ate task is to increase FDI (foreign direct in-
vestment) to $5 billion,” he had said.

Subsequently, in July, the previous cabi-
net had approved a number of initiatives, in-
cluding proposed legislation for amendments
to the Investment Board Ordi-nan-ce  to
em-power  the SIFC to facilitate foreign in-
ves tments.

Today, a briefing session — convened by

Foreign Secretary Syrus Sajjad Qazi — on
the SIFC was held at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MoFA) for the resident diplomatic
missions in Islamabad.

According to a press release issued by
the FO, “The participating diplomatic missions
were requested to brief and encourage their
countries to profit from the promise of Paki-
stan being a resource-rich country.”

During the meeting, Special Assistant to
Prime Minister on Government Effectiveness
Dr Jehanzeb Khan made a “detailed presen-
tation informing the diplomatic corps on the
es tablishment and various aspects of  the
council”.

The FO stated that the premier’s special
aide “particularly highlighted investment op-
portunities in Pakistan in four key areas”: in-
formation technology, agriculture, energy and
mining.

The statement recalled that the SIFC had
been recently constituted to “serve as a ‘One-
Window’ platform to fast-track decision-mak-
ing and promote as well as facilitate Foreign
Direct Investment in the country”.

It added that the briefing was also at-
tended by senior MoFA officials. News
De sk.

Sajid Tareen Advocate
steps down as prosecutor

general Balochistan
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA:  Saj id
Tareen Advocate
tendered resigna-
tion from the posi-
tion of the Pros-
ecutor General
Balochistan on Fri-
day evening.

“I have decided
to step down as PG
Balochistan”, Mr.
Tareen said. Sajid
Tareen Advocate is
the central leader
of the Balochistan
National Party
(Mengal ). The
Balochistan gov-
ernment under the
former Chief Min-
ister, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo led gov-
ernment had ap-
pointed Mr. Tareen
as the Prosecutor
General  of
Balochistan.

Sajid Tareen
belongs to BNP

When asked

about the reason behind the resignation, Mr. Tareen said hu-
man rights violations increased in Balochistan in the after-
math of establishing caretaker government in the province. “
It is very difficult to keep continue my job with the current
government”, he explained. Sajid Tareen Advocate completed
one and half year as PG Balochistan. Constitutionally, I had
more than two and years for this job, he mentioned.

However, he reiterated that working for him under the cur-
rent set up was not possible for him.

Diplomatic missions urged
to ‘brief, encourage’ their

countries to invest in Pakistan

Caretaker CM Domki takes notice
of sugar smuggling through

Balochistan
Manan Mandokhail,

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Caretaker
Chief Minis ter
Balochistan,  Ali
Mardan Domki took
notice of sugar smug-
gling to neighboring
countries through the
province on Friday
evening. The care-
taker CM has  di-
rected all concerned
deputy commission-
ers and concerned
departments to make
sure an end to sugar
smuggling.

The increase in
sugar smuggling is an
additional burden on
the people and harm-
ful to the country’s
economy, the CM
said in a statement is-
sued here.  The Chief
Minister’s directive to
ensure effective mea-
sures to prevent sugar
smuggling was for-
mally issued to all
commissioners and
deputy commission-
ers and law enforce-
ment agencies.

All relevant insti-
tutions should pre-
pare a coordinated
action plan to prevent
the smuggling of sugar.
the Chief Minister di-
rected. Law enforce-
ment agencies and the
district administration
should take full action
against the elements
involved in the smug-
gling of sugar, he or-
dered.

All departments
should prepare a

coordinated
action plan: CM
Domki Directs

Anti-sugar smug-
gling cell to be

established in the
Home Depart-

ment
The Prime

Minister’s directive to
establish an anti-sugar
smuggling cell in the
Home Department
Balochistan, Mr.

Domki stated. He men-
tioned that the common
man has to bear the re-
sult of sugar smuggling in
the form of inflation. We
will ensure the solution of
public problems”, the
Chief Minister stated.
Appreciation of the per-
formance of FC
Balochistan for taking
four trucks of sugar into
custody, the Chief Min-
ister concluded.

Caretaker CM Domki takes
notice of sugar smuggling

through Balochistan
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Closing the mental health gap
By Asma Humayun

“A 50-YEAR-OLD man
presented with myalgia,
headache, loss of energy
and appetite. He has lost
seven kilograms in the
last five months. He is
sad with weeping epi-
sodes. He has difficulty
waking up early in the
morning and has lost his
concentration. He has
two handicapped chil-
dren, ages seven and
five, both completely
blind. He is always think-
ing about them.”

The case above was
reported by a doctor in
Lower Dir last week after
being trained to identify
common mental disor-
ders and offer pharmaco-
logical and psychosocial
interventions in primary
care. The training is part
of a comprehensive, evi-
dence-based and scal-
able model developed by
the Ministry of Plan-
ning, Development &
Special Initiatives
(MoPDSI). In collabora-
tion with the health de-
partment, KP, and the
International Medical
Corps, over 50 primary
care doctors and clinical
psychologists have
been trained in five dis-
tricts across KP thus far.
The trained staff is now
connected to a web por-
tal through a mobile ap-

plication, which allows
them to confidentially
send in data and seek
supervision from experi-
enced mental health spe-
cialists.

The intervention,
designed to build the ca-
pacity of healthcare pro-
viders by implementing
Mental Health Gap Ac-
tion Programme
(mhGAP) guidelines, is
recommended by the
World Health
Organisation as a key
strategy to integrate
mental health at the pri-
mary healthcare level to
overcome the gigantic
treatment gap that exists
in countries like Pakistan.

Consider: there are
an estimated 1.5 million
people in Lower Dir. It is
estimated that 300,000
(20 per cent) of them are
likely to suffer from a
common mental disorder.
Like 26 other districts in
KP, there is no qualified
psychiatrist in Lower Dir.
In a few of these districts,
there are either self-pro-
claimed psychiatrists
with no formal qualifica-
tion, or those with mini-
mal qualification (di-
ploma/MCPS) after one
or two years of training
at most, and practising
mainly in the private sec-
tor. KP has 37 districts.

Peshawar, like other ma-
jor urban centres, has
high specialist resources
with at least a dozen
qualified psychiatrists
in the public sector and
an even higher number
in the private sector.
Then there are nine other
districts that have a
teaching hospital with at
least two qualified psy-
chiatrists. These dis-
tricts can be said to have
a moderate level of spe-
cialist resources. As far
as clinical psychologists
in the public sector are
concerned, there are no
posts outside teaching
hospitals. The indig-
enous burden of mental
disorders in KP is com-
pounded by security-re-
lated conflicts, eco-
nomic crisis and climate
hazards. The districts of
Chitral and Kurram, for
instance, are a troubling
example of where high
rates of suicide have
been reported. Some
parts of the province
comprise a difficult ter-
rain, which creates prob-
lems for residents to
safely commute for ac-
cessing healthcare. The
recent chairlift scare in
Battagram is likely to in-
duce severe post-trau-
matic reactions for af-
fected families. But with

a severe dearth of spe-
cialist resources and no
existing services for
mental health and psy-
chosocial support
(MHPSS) within the
community, the only op-
tions for residents brave
enough to seek help is
to front the expenses and
travel hundreds of miles
for medical consultation
in major cities, or resort
to faith and faith healers.

It is not just the
dearth of services but
also the quality of care
that is a concern. In our
recent training work-
shops, it was evident
that psychiatric practice,
even in tertiary care hos-
pitals, centres on a cur-
sory biomedical ap-
proach. An average con-
sultation lasts a few min-
utes, followed by a pre-
scription heavily dic-
tated by irrational polyp-
harmacy. As is the case
in the rest of the coun-
try, a powerful pharma-
ceutical industry seems
to be subsidising these
worrying trends. Psychi-
atric outpatient clinics,
both in the public and
private sector, are over-
whelmingly marked by
throngs of despondent
families, aspiring for sci-
entific care but unlikely
to get any.

Unveiling child abuse
By Iqra Junejo

CHILD abuse is once
again in the spotlight,
with the  emergence
o f  has hta gs
#JusticeForRizwana and
#JusticeForFatima trend-
ing on Twitter within a
single month. Main-
stream media, too, exten-
sively covered the two
cases of minor girls work-
ing as domestic help.
Due to public outrage,
the authorities have ini-
tiated action against the
alleged perpetrators.
These cases underscore
that whether it’s the fed-
eral capital or Khairpur,
our minors remain unsafe
across the country. Al-
though child abuse has
been rampant for long,
there has been no signifi-
cant effort to give our
young ones a secure
childhood by ensuring
their basic right to live
without abuse and ne-
glect.

These instances are
not the first or the last
cases of child abuse that
have gained media and
public attention. NGO
Sahil’s data reveals that
in the first half of 2023, a
staggering 2,227 cases of
child abuse were re-
ported, translating to an
average of 12 children
abused daily, an increase
from 10 per day in 2021.

Out of these, 164 were
sexual abuse cases, 984
abductions, 201 missing
children, and 14 marriage
cases. Dist-u-rbingly,
there were 53 cases of
pornography and one
case of incest. Of the to-
tal, 457 victims were girls
and 593 boys, aged six
to 15 years.

Sahil also revealed
that 47 per cent of ca-ses
were reported from urban
areas and 54pc from ru-
ral areas. Unfortunately,
precise data on children
engaged in labour,
in-cl-uding domestic
labour, remains unavail-
able. These alarming sta-
tistics may not fully rep-
resent the extent of the
issue, as many cases go
unreported for reasons
of family ‘honour’ and
financial compensation.
To effectively combat
child abuse, it is impor-
tant to comprehend its
implications for society
and children’s well-be-
ing. Holding perpetrators
accountable is crucial to
prevention, as is educat-
ing children about abuse
and enabling them to
safeguard themselves
from potential harm.

One must also un-
derstand the distinction
between child abuse and
child neglect. Child ne-

glect often leads to
abuse. Child neglect
emerges when children
are denied basic needs
such as parental care,
education, food, health
and a safe environment.
Such neglect can leave
scars for life, if not ad-
dressed. Parents and
caretakers bear the re-
sponsibility of ensuring
that children’s needs are
met. Neglected children
are more susceptible to
being abused or to
struggle for survival.
Unicef estimates that an
estimated 22.8 million
children aged five to 16
lack access to schooling,
constituting 44pc of the
population in that age
group. Despite Article
25A of the Constitution
guaranteeing the right to
education, this crisis per-
sists. Experts estimate
that around 1,200 chil-
dren under five die daily
in Pakistan due to mal-
nutrition. Neglecting
children’s health remains
an alarming issue. Just
as with providing decent
education, ensuring a
balanced diet for all chil-
dren, including those
who don’t attend
school, is urgent and im-
perative. Child abuse
means intentionally hurt-
ing or mistreating a per-

son under 18, a criminal
offence. It has various
forms: physical, emo-
tional, sexual and medi-
cal abuse.

Physical abuse in-
volves hitting a child,
including pushing, chok-
ing, punching, shaking,
or using objects like
belts or sticks to inflict
pain or leave marks. A
child can be taken away
from lawful guardian-
ship,  with or without
consent, leading to
physical, sexual and
emotional abuse. They
might be confined, tor-
tured, raped or deprived
of basic necessities.
Some children even face
marriage or forced
labour, exacerbating the
issue. Emotional or psy-
chological abuse inflicts
trauma through tan-
trums, insults, criticism
and threats, diminishing
the child’s self-worth.
Preventing social interac-
tions and cultural needs,
enforcing isolation, or
cyberbullying are other
forms. Some children fall
victim to blackmail in-
volving indecent acts,
leading to fear and re-
duced self-esteem.
Sexual abuse includes
rape, inappropriate
touching, and exposure
to explicit content.

Who runs Pakistan?
By Aasim Sajjad Akhtar

Inflation and desperation
By Faisal Bari

WHILE the debate on
whether or not inflation
and foreign currency
and debt pressure will
continue, and what ef-
fect they will have on
aggregates like exchange
rates, growth and sol-
vency, is important, the
real impact will be felt by
the people of this coun-
try. Most of the impact
is being felt by the lower-
to middle- income
groups. We really have
to start thinking about
what can be done by the
state and society to help
address their issues.

Over the last couple
of years, the number of
people, working in the
organisations I am, or
have been associated
with,  and who have
started asking for help,
has increased manifold.
Where previously this
was usually restricted to
the lowest rung of the
salary scales, now
people even with mid-
level salaries have
started asking for help to
pay school fees, electric-
ity bills (especially when
the amount increases
unexpectedly and sig-
nificantly, as of late),
health- related emer-
gency bills, and some-
times even to cover regu-
lar gaps between sala-
ries and household ex-
penses. In recent
months, a number of rid-
ers who have delivered
food or other goods at
our house have later
called, since they had my
mobile number, to ask for

help. It always surprises
me. I do not know the
person in question. He
may have just delivered
food or a parcel once to
our house, but feels that
he can call on me for help.
On the one hand, it tells
of the desperation that
people are feeling.
Though they are work-
ing, and working full-
time or even more, they
cannot make ends meet
and have to ask strang-
ers for help. On the other
hand, it does put the
other side in an embar-
rassing position. It might
be possible to help a few
people a few times, and
given one does not
know the person, it is
impossible to know
whose need is higher, so
this just leads to a lot of
embarrassment for both
sides.

The issue is not re-
stricted to riders. You
take a ride on a rickshaw
or other transport ser-
vice, and many drivers
ask for help. You park
your car at a parking area,
the attendant asks for
help. You go to a grocery
store, the sales staff asks
for help. This is different
from people asking for
help at traffic signals. We
are talking of people who
are employed full-time
and are working hard.
But they can now no
longer make ends meet.
Inflation has made it im-
possible for them to live
within the salaries they
are getting.

One wonders what

kind of social and psy-
chological impact this
will have. Clearly, it is not
easy for people to ask for
financial help from those
they hardly know. Many
feel, quite visibly, embar-
rassed, and find it de-
meaning. But they are
forced to ask as they do
not have other options.
How can this not create
trauma? It is hard for the
people being asked as
well. It is hard to say no.
It is harder to say no
when you know the
needs of the people are
very genuine and infla-
tion has made life very
hard for most of them.
But it is also not pos-
sible to help all who ask.
This will impact us so-
cially and psychologi-
cally as well.

At the state level,
we need to increase the
amount that is allocated
for social protection
programmes substan-
tially. Every recipient
should get a lot more,
given inflation. But, and
equally importantly, if
not more, we need to ex-
pand the programmes
and the net as well. We
need to expand
programmes for school-
ing and health coverage,
as people have a ten-
dency to cut down on
educational and health
expenses when times get
tough; we need to add
unemployment benefits
to protect people who are
losing jobs in these
times, or are entering the
workforce and are not

able to find jobs; and we
need to add income
supplement programmes
for those who might be
working full- time and
more, but whose income
is still below some
threshold level.

The minimum wage
in Punjab is Rs32,000 per
month. Many people,
especially in the private
sector, work below this
level. Even though
Rs32,000 might not be a
livable wage, it could still
be a threshold for provid-
ing support to the work-
ing poor. Given the
government’s financial
constraints, the immedi-
ate question in such dis-
cussions is: where will
the money for additional
support come from? And
the mostly likely answer
is that the government
does not have the money,
and so programmes for
the needy will not be ex-
panded and/ or in-
creased in number. But
the truth lies elsewhere.
We know that we pro-
vide massive subsidies
to the rich in general, and
to various interest
groups in particular. If
the state was actually
serious about finding
money, and if their prior-
ity was relief for the
needy, finding money
would not be an issue.
Sadly, it is not a priority
for the state. Can soci-
ety organise to help the
financially disadvan-
taged better so that the
need for personalised
appeals.

WHEN caretaker finance
minister Dr Shamshad
Akhtar said that the ‘in-
terim’ government
wasn’t empowered to
provide meaningful relief
to the working masses
ravaged by exorbitant
electricity bills, she inad-
vertently acknowledged
some truths about who
runs Pakistan.

Ours is one of the
most opaquely governed
countries in the world.
But present circum-
stances have clarified
there is no democratic
‘transition’ happening
here. Only by clearly
naming the hydra-
headed monster that
rules us do we provide
ourselves an opportu-
nity to turn popular rage
into something resem-
bling a mass movement
for change. The estab-
lishment: It can be ar-
gued that more ordinary
Pakistanis than ever are
now clear that the mili-
tary establishment is the
ultimate arbiter of power
in Pakistan. The way in
which the PDM regime
was propped up, Imran
Khan and PTI cut to size,
the continuing impunity
over enforced disappear-
ances, the criminalisation
of independent dissent-
ing voices (like Ali Wazir
and Imaan Mazari) and
the mockery made of the
Constitution during and
after the formation of the
caretaker government il-
luminates who pulls the
strings. But the estab-
lishment is not a mono-
lith. There is substantial

factional struggle for
power and resources
within it, and this in-
cludes elements in the
media, judiciary and
mainstream political par-
ties. Finally, and argu-
ably most importantly,
the establishment’s cor-
porate footprint is now
so large that millions are
consciously or other-
wise part of its economic
empire, which include
border trade, land/ re-
source grabs, and busi-
ness ventures in sectors
as diverse as real estate
and fertiliser. IMF and bi-
lateral donors: Dr Akhtar
let the proverbial cat out
of the bag when she said
that the caretakers’ pri-
mary task is to ensure
that the IMF’s most re-
cent list of conditionali-
ties is implemented. Un-
fortunately, too many
‘experts’ insist that the
IMF and other donors
are wise and the brown
sahibs who directly oc-
cupy formal seats of gov-
ernment are exclusively
responsible for our eco-
nomic crisis.

But even in the
power sector’s case, the
evidence is clear: the
IMF and World Bank
foisted the same IPPs on
the country in the 1990s
which suck dollars from
the exchequer to this
day. And, of course, the
IMF has no qualms
about jacking up electric-
ity prices on the masses.
Our own rich and power-
ful are certainly part of
the problem because
they refuse to pay direct

tax on their incomes, but
donors are far from
blameless for the trials
and tribulations of Paki-
stanis. Next is the widely
expected hike which will
take the price of petrol
beyond Rs300. Busi-
ness- landed power:
From real estate moguls
to sugar cartels to con-
struction companies,
Pakistani business elites
are amongst the most
insular and self- inter-
ested anywhere. Gone
are the days that our
businessmen thought of
themselves as contribut-
ing to a larger project of
economic independence
from global elites. Today,
the vast majority of busi-
ness segments choose
to become subcontrac-
tors of MNCs, destroy
nature and dispossess
the poor, and/ or favour
unregulated flows of
capital in and out of the
country to make a buck.

Meanwhile in rural
Pakistan, landed classes
remain deeply en-
trenched. They control
thanas, katcheris and
patwaris, deploy patriar-
chal violence and ma-
nipulate poll outcomes.
Finally, big and even
medium trader-merchant
segments remain power
players. They not only
dodge taxes, but also
represent a deep-seated
historical sensibility that
accords more political
and economic impor-
tance to trade over
manufacturing industry.
Religious right: The
establishment’s histori-

cal patronage of the reli-
gious right is old news;
various factions now
have independent, or-
ganic roots. The Taliban
are wreaking havoc in
the tribal districts and
other parts of KP, while
there are any number of
s e c t a r ia n - mili t a n t
organisations that oper-
ate in Gilgit-Baltistan,
Balochistan and other
parts of the country, em-
powered by formal leg-
islation (like anti-Shia/
blasphemy bills). The
TLP is back in favour
with the deep state;
Jaranwala appears to be
only the tip of a very
large iceberg. The reli-
gious right is powerful at
an ideational level and
also a major source of
social mobility. It is thus
a major plank of the con-
temporary hegemonic
order, and as the eco-
nomic situation contin-
ues to worsen, is the
most likely contender for
popular mobilisation
outside of the main-
stream parties. The
people: Is there any hope
for the mass of working
people beyond ideolo-
gies of hate? There could
be; however, this re-
quires otherwise coura-
geous but divided pro-
gressive segments to
demonstrate vision and
maturity. Those who rule
us will continue to pre-
side over an ever-wors-
ening downward spiral,
so the space for a mean-
ingful popular alterna-
tive to an increasingly
volatile.

Education story

By Bina Shah

HAVE you ever thought
about how telling your
child a story is the first
step towards lifelong lit-
eracy? Stories are narra-
tives that we construct
to understand the world
around us; we tell our
children stories to help
them grow and learn; we
pass on knowledge, his-
tory and culture on to
future generations
through stories. Story-
tellers and stories are
teachers when we ab-
sorb what wisdom they
offer.

It is clear that Paki-
stani children need more
stories, embedded in a
sound curriculum and a
safe environment that
gets children excited
about learning. But how
to get them to read more
books, when schools
seem unable to impart
even the basics of read-
ing and writing?

Alarmed by the
“current, failed method”
of teaching Urdu which
schoolchildren found
burdensome and out-
dated, writer and pub-
lisher Musharraf Ali

Farooqi developed the
U ne sc o - a p p ro ve d
Kahani se Kitab Tak
programme to introduce
Pakistani children to
Urdu, ranging from folk-
lore to classical literature,
through a series of age-
appropriate books for
primary, middle school
and high school stu-
dents.

Primary school chil-
dren study a picture
book; middle school chil-
dren get the same story
in the form of a chapter
book, and high school
students read the origi-
nal text, with annota-
tions, learning proverbs,
idioms and expressions
of Urdu. Children learn
vocabulary, then how to
make their own stories,
developing their own
cognitive abilities. Their
language skills grow
hand in hand with a grasp
of our local body of lit-
erature, which is rich and
unique to our part of the
world. Farooqi then cre-
ated the StoryKit
programme in 2015; he
further developed the
programme as a Harvard

fellow in 2017. Story Kit
sends storytellers into
schools in underserved
areas and brings the
books into the children’s
lives in a direct manner,
instilling a love of Urdu
language and literature
in schoolchildren. I was
privileged to watch a
StoryKit session at the
Government Girls School
in Gizri, PT Colony,
where a storybook called
Podna aur Podni was
read aloud to 25 Class 6
students by Maham
Zehra, who works with
StoryKit. Through a spir-
ited re-enactment of the
story, getting the chil-
dren to come to the front
of the class and act out
their own scenes, and
lots of laughter, the girls
heard a story, learned
some vocabulary, and
had fun together.

At the end of the
session they each got a
copy of the book kit,
which included the book,
a game, and a link to an
audio version of the
story they could access
on a mobile phone.
Those books and games

will go on to benefit not
just the girls in the class
but their siblings, too,
and will be passed
around the community
to children who don’t
get the chance to go to
school.

Horror stories
about government
schools abound: run-
down, unsafe facilities,
including no electricity
or water, ghost schools
where neither students
nor teachers show up,
corporal punishment,
and corruption and mis-
management, never mind
an ineffective curriculum
and antiquated learning
methods. These aren’t
just stories; they are the
reality of our education
system today. The gov-
ernment has been franti-
cally trying to reform this
system in light of the
global educational SDGs
and MDGs, which Paki-
stan keeps missing be-
cause of a combined lack
of will, resources, and
effort.

Some government
schools, especially the
ones that have been

adopted by TCF or other
private organisations,
are thriving, while others
are places you wouldn’t
send your worst enemies
to. The school I went to
was clean and well-main-
tained, although over-
burdened, with eight
separate schools operat-
ing in two shifts, morn-
ing and evening, out of
the same building. The
principal, a government
officer who had been re-
cently promoted from
teaching high school,
had clearly set the tone
for the school’s perfor-
mance, with daily inspec-
tions, the careful logging
of teacher and student
attendance, and per-
sonal involvement with
the teachers and class-
rooms. The school has
been benefiting from the
Badal Do programme, a
consortium of seven
organisations working
together to train teach-
ers to become better
educators, using cre-
ative and interactive
methods to make class-
rooms more diverse and
tolerant spaces.

Shelterless schools in Balochistan
and CM Ali Mardan Domki

 Editorial :

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan Domki announcement about the con-
struction of buildings for shelterless schools appears to be a positive stride. As per the
statistics of the education department, the number of shelterless schools across the
province is more than 2,000. However, independent sources put the number much
higher than what is being quoted by the department. The CM needs to translate his
words into action in terms of the construction of buildings and boundary walls for the
government-run schools. Although, the construction of buildings has not been reflected
in the public sector development program (PSDP) for the current financial year. How-
ever, the government can evolve a strategy and mechanism to include all shelterless
schools in the forthcoming budget.

UNICEF, EU should go beyond inaugural sessions
Mr. Ali Mardan Domki made this announcement while addressing the inaugural

ceremony of the Balochistan Education Support Program (BESP). Representatives of
the European Union and UNICEF were also in attendance. As far as UNICEF and EU
are concerned, they have to go beyond inaugural sessions and take steps for the promo-
tion of the education sector.

Yes, first it is the responsibility of the government of Balochistan to make sure
provision of education to every kid entitled under article 25-A of the Constitution. But
UNICEF and EU should not be confined to a private hotel or their heavily-guarded
offices. It has almost become a tradition that once in a year these organizations hold
such seminars.

8,188 schools  have no toilet facility
According to the statistics of the education department, 8,188 schools have no

toilet facility. This is a matter of serious concern. The number of government-run
primaries, middle and high schools across Balochistan is more than 15,000. Statistics
show that 11,775 schools have no facility for drinking water and nearly 8,000 schools
have no boundary walls. It is good to see representatives from the UNICEF and EU
discussing education in Quetta. But still, a lot needs to be done. Their attractive
signboards and banners should match their performance on the ground. As far as the
government is concerned, it must announce an emergency to make sure the enrollment
of more than 1 million children in schools and improve the state of facilities in schools.



Publish by Asim Khan at C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mando khail Plaza Mission Road Quetta.

NATIONAL Saturday,September,02,202303

Dengue fever cases
continue to rise in Pindi

Hot, humid weather
expected in most

plain areas of country

PIDE unveils challenges faced by engineering industry
ISLAMABAD  (INP):
The Pakistan Institute of
Development Econom-
ics (PIDE) has unveiled
a groundbreaking report
shedding light on the
challenges faced by the
engineering industry in
Pakistan.

The comprehensive
study, conducted by a
team of esteemed re-
searchers led by Dr
Nadeem ul Haque, and
including Dr Usman
Qadir, Dr Abid Rehman,
and Mr Mohammad
Armughan, delves into
the realities faced by en-
gineering firms and pro-
vides valuable insights
into the state of the in-
dustry.

The report is based

on an extensive survey
of 328 engineering firms
from across the Golden
Triangle of Lahore,
Gujrat, and Gujranwala.
It reveals compelling sta-
tistics that underscore
the critical concerns af-
fecting the industry's
growth and productivity.

One of the foremost
issues outlined in the re-
port is the severe impact
of electricity unavailabil-
ity on daily production
targets. A staggering
83% of surveyed firms
expressed that the un-
availability of electricity
creates hurdles in
achieving their produc-
tion goals, resulting in a
detrimental gap between
demand and supply for

the industry. Moreover,
78% of these firms re-
ported that electricity
scarcity hinders their
operational efficiency, a
crucial factor where
economies of scale need
to be achieved. Load-
shedding and voltage
fluctuations further exac-
erbate the challenges by
increasing the risk of ma-
chinery malfunctions
and damage, affecting
68% of the firms. The fi-
nancial strain of arrang-
ing alternate supply,
amounting to PKR
71,000 per unit annually,
adds to the burden on
firms’ operations, im-
pacting 72% of the sur-
veyed companies.

The report under-

scores the significance
of addressing these chal-
lenges. It recommends
that engineering firms
adopt international and
national quality stan-
dard certifications to
maintain quality stan-
dards, a move endorsed
by 89% of the surveyed
firms. Moreover, the
government is urged to
focus on enhancing the
electricity supply in in-
dustrial areas, with
smaller firms exploring
backup power options to
ensure uninterrupted
operations, a sentiment
echoed by 76% of the
respondents.

An interesting find-
ing of the report is the
lack of an online presence

among Pakistani engi-
neering enterprises.
With a surprising 63% of
surveyed firms lacking
any online presence,
there is an urgent need
for businesses to estab-
lish themselves online to
reach a wider customer
base and enhance en-
gagement. The study
also reveals that while a
significant portion of
firms (63%) show no in-
tent to expand in the
coming years, a proac-
tive minority plans to in-
vest in advanced tech-
nology, machinery, land,
and skilled labor to boost
their business pros-
pects. Another critical is-
sue highlighted in the
report is the lack of ac-

cess to credit for the ma-
jority of firms. The ma-
jority of firms lack ad-
equate collateral to se-
cure loans due to their
small size.

 This reduces their
marketability to commer-
cial lenders and has re-
sulted in only 5% of sur-
veyed companies hav-
ing loans or lines of
credit. Limited access to
finance this hampers the
industry's growth poten-
tial. To address this, the
report suggests that fi-
nancial institutions in-
troduce special credit
schemes for small and
medium-sized enter-
prises to encourage
business expansion and
development.

Factory manufac-
turing toxic liquor

sealed, two held
PESHAWAR  (INP): The
police sealed a factory
manufacturing toxic li-
quor, seized huge quan-
tity of liquor and chemi-
cals besides arresting
two culprits here on
Thursday.  In line with di-
rections of ASP
Faqirabad Syed Talal
Shah, a police team
headed by SHO Imtiaz
Khan raided a liquor fac-

tory established in a resi-
dential house in
Bashirabad area of
Peshawar.

 During crackdown
103 bottles of toxic li-
quor, 20 drums carrying
800 litres liquor were re-
covered and two culprits
identified as Mamraiz s/
o Saranjam and Waseem
s/o Naseem were ar-
rested.

ICCI calls for focusing on
agriculture sector to boost
its exports to over $10bln

RAWALPINDI  (INP):
The Rawalpindi's den-
gue total tally had
reached 202 cases with
the arrival of 16 more pa-
tients during the last 24
hours.

District Coordinator
Epidemics Prevention
and Control (DCEPC), Dr
Sajjad Mehmood, said
that eight patients had
arrived from the Potohar
town Urban, five from
Municipal Corporation
Rawalpindi, and one of
each from Chaklala Can-
tonment and Kahutta ar-
eas.

He informed that
149 patients had been
discharged after recov-
ery while 66 patients
were admitted to the
district's health facilities
out of which 36 con-
firmed cases.

During the last 24

hours, he said that the
district administration
had registered 99 FIRs,
issued tickets to eight,
sealed two premises, and
a fine of Rs 39,000 was
imposed against the vio-
lations of dengue SOPs.

The health officer
asked the residents to
adopt precautionary
measures as September
was crucial for dengue
spread.

He said that the
number of dengue pa-
tients had increased
gradually in Rawalpindi
during the week, adding
five to six patients were
admitted daily last week
which had increased to
15 to 18 patients daily
this week. He said that if
the situation persists it
can increase to 70 pa-
tients daily in the next
month.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Mainly hot and humid
weather is expected over
most plain areas of the
country during the next
twenty-four hours.

 Temperature of
some major cities re-
corded this morning:
Islamabad and
Muzaffarabad twenty-
four degree centigrade,
Karachi twenty-seven,
Lahore thirty, Peshawar
twenty-six, Quetta
twenty-two, Gilgit fifteen
and Murree sixteen de-
gree centigrade. Accord-

ing to weather forecast
for Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir,
partly cloudy weather
with dry is expected in
Srinagar, Leh, Palwama,
Shopian, Baramula and
Anantnag, while, in
Jammu hot and dry.
Temperature recorded.
Srinagar and Anantnag
seventeen degree centi-
grade, Jammu twenty-
seven, Leh eleven,
Pulwama and Shopian
sixteen and Baramula
eighteen degree centi-
grade.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI)
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
has said that despite be-
ing an agricultural coun-
try, Pakistan has to im-
port agricultural com-
modities worth over
USD 5 billion per annum.
However, by focusing
on better development
of the agriculture sector,
Pakistan can increase the
exports of the agricul-
tural sector by over USD
10 billion per annum,
which will help revive the
economy.

He said that the
Fruits & Vegetable Mar-
ket of Islamabad is lo-
cated at an important
place as it supplies fruits
& vegetables to twin cit-
ies, KPK, Azad Kashmir,
Gilgit Baltistan and many
other areas. Therefore,
this market should be
developed on modern
lines that would help
promote business activi-
ties and exports of this
sector.  He said this while
talking to a delegation of
the Market Committee of
I-11/4 Fruits and Veg-
etables Market that vis-
ited ICCI led by its Chair-
man Sajid Abbasi. Safdar
Siddique Vice Chairman,
Naeem Azam Khan,
Agha Siraj Durrani, Ch.
Ilyas, Sohail Chaudhry
and others were in the
delegation.  Ahsan
Bakhtawari briefed the
Chairman Market Com-
mittee about the key is-
sues of the traders of
Fruits & Vegetable Mar-
ket, I-11/4, Islamabad and
stressed for their early
solution.  Speaking on
the occasion, Sajjid
Abbasi, Chairman, Mar-
ket Committee, Fruits &

Vegetables Market, I-11/
4, Islamabad said that he
is a public representative
and the Market Commit-
tee will be used in the
best interests of the
people and the traders.
He said that all possible
efforts would be made
for the better develop-
ment of the fruits & veg-
etable market.  Sajjid
Abbasi said that en-
croachment of sabzi
mandi would be removed
soon and the sanitation
system would also be
further improved. He said
that providing fruits and
vegetables and other
commodities to the citi-
zens of Islamabad at rea-
sonable prices is a key
priority for him. He said
that for the convenience
of the citizens, he will try
to arrange fruit,  veg-
etable and meat shops in
every market of the Capi-
tal on the pattern of
flower shops in collabo-
ration with ICCI. He said
that he will solve the
problems of the sabzi
mandi in collaboration
with ICCI. Group Leader
ICCI Khalid Iqbal Malik
stressed that the auction
platform in the sabzi
mandi needs better de-
velopment, sanitation
system needs further im-
provement and cold stor-
ages need reduced
power tariffs and hoped
that the Market Commit-
tee would address these
issues.  Zafar
Bakhtawari, former Presi-
dent ICCI and Secretary
General UBG Pakistan
said that Sajid Abbasi is
a public representative
and hoped that he would
deliver up to the expec-
tations of the people. He
said that the Market
Committee

CTD kills two
terrorists in
Peshawar

PESHAWAR  (INP): The
Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) on
Thursday foiled a major
terrorism bid in
Peshawar’s Model Town
area and killed two ter-
rorists.

The CTD con-
ducted an intelligence-
based operation (IBO) in
Peshawar’s Model Town
area and killed two ter-
rorists belonging to
banned outfit.

During the opera-
tion, six terrorists es-
caped from the crime
scene, STC spokesper-
son said.

US dollar keeps
making records

against Paki-
stani rupee in

interbank trade
ISLAMABAD  (INP):
The US dollar made an-
other record against Pa-
kistani rupee in the inter-
bank market on Thurs-
day with the local cur-
rency continuously sink-
ing with no help in sight
to arrest its slide.

According to the
information collected
from forex traders, the
local currency shed 59
paisas against the green-
back, taking it to a his-
toric high of Rs305.04 in
the morning session.

On Wednesday, the
Pakistani rupee had
closed at a record low of
Rs304.45 against the US
dollar in the interbank
market.

Caretaker Finance
Minister Dr Shamshad
Akhtar had told the Sen-
ate Standing Committee
on Finance meeting pre-
sided over by Senator
Saleem Mandviwalla
that the caretaker gov-
ernment does not have
the fiscal space for sub-
sidies but added that the
proposal was under con-
sideration to withdraw
electricity to privileged
ones.

The Senate commit-
tee expressed concerns
over the growing ex-
change rate fluctuations,
unprecedented electric-
ity cost, and 22 percent
interest rate that are mak-
ing it challenging for
current businesses to
survive and thrive.

Sindh educa-
tion dept bans
corporal pun-

ishment in
schools

KARACHI  (INP): Edu-
cation Department,
Sindh has taken a proac-
tive stance against the
growing instances of
physical violence target-
ing students within edu-
cational institutions.

As a result, a deci-
sive ban on corporal
punishment has been
enforced across all pri-
vate schools in the city.

The initiative was
spearheaded by Mr.
Ahmed Khan, the Addi-
tional Director of the
Education Department.

Mr. Khan expressed
deep concern about the
rising trend of corporal
punishment in schools
and underscored the
department’s commit-
ment to fostering a safe
and conducive learning
environment.

The ban, now an in-
tegral part of school reg-
istration certificates,
highlights the
department’s dedication
to safeguarding the well-
being of students.

The move was fur-
ther reinforced by Ms.
Rafia Javed, the Educa-
tion Department’s
spokesperson.

Ms. Javed firmly
stated that any school
found in violation of the
ban would face legal
consequences.

The department’s
vigilance is aimed at en-
suring strict compliance
and holding schools ac-
countable for their ac-
tions.

PESHAWAR: A man busy in frying fish for customers at
Qassa-Khwani market.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
exchanging views with Secretary Defence, Lieutenant General (R) Hamood uz
Zaman Khan at Naval Headquarter.

QUETTA: A man selecting and purchasing shoes from road-
side vendor stall.

ISLAMABAD:  WHO Representative in Pakistan Dr Palitha Mahi Pala
called on Federal Health Minister Dr Nadeem in his office.

UK HC gifts two state-of-the-art air-
port security scanners to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
The High Commis-
sioner of United King-
dom Jane Marriott CMG
OBE handover two air-
port security scanners
to Pakistan during a cer-
emony held at Karachi
Airport on Thursday.

Addressing the
ceremony, British High
Commissioner Jane
Marriott CMG- OBE
said “I’m delighted to
handover these state-
of-the-art airport secu-
rity scanners here in
Karachi, a demonstra-
tion of UK support for
security at Pakistan’s
airports.”

“We all want travel-
lers to fly safely and se-
curely, this new technol-
ogy means passengers
can fly with greater con-
fidence from Pakistan.
Aviation plays a vital
role in growing trade be-
tween the UK and Paki-
stan and enabling the
diaspora to travel. Mak-
ing flying safer brings
the UK and Pakistan
even closer together”,
she added.

 “I want to thank the
Pakistan Civil Aviation
Authority for arranging
today’s ceremony and
for the excellent coopera-
tion we have on both

aviation security and
safety issues,” With
over 1.6 million people of
Pakistani heritage in the
UK making up every part
of British society, we
have a special and ever-
growing special bond,
she concluded.  It is per-
tinent to mention here
that the hundreds of
thousands of people
travel between the UK
and Pakistan every year,
proof of the hugely sig-
nificant UK-Pakistan
people-to-people rela-
tionship. Air links are of
vital importance for trade
between the UK and Pa-
kistan and the diaspora.

UK funding of £164,000
(60 million Rupees) has
provided two state-of-
the-art screening units
for Karachi and Lahore
airports to detect illicit
items in passenger bag-
gage.  This technology
will help to protect both
British and Pakistani
nationals travelling
from Pakistan to the UK
and elsewhere. This is
one small part of the
UK’s ongoing aviation
work with Pakistan,
which is helping to
raise safety and secu-
rity standards. The UK
takes aviation safety
very seriously.

Three arrested for
sexually assaulting

boy in Arifwala
ARIFWALA  (INP):
Arifwala police booked
four accused and ar-
rested three of them for
sexually assaulting a
boy and blackmailing
him into paying money
under the threat of mak-
ing a video of him being
assaulted viral, police
said on Thursday.

The accused as-
saulted a boy sexually at
gunpoint and shot a
video of the act.

They then black-
mailed the victim into
paying hundreds of
thousands of rupees
under the threat of mak-
ing the video viral.

The police regis-
tered a case against the
accused under various

provisions and arrested
three suspects identi-
fied as Aqib, Awais
Padhyar and Hassan
Gadhi while their one
accomplice managed to
escape.

Awais Shah, son of
a police inspector nomi-
nated in the case, was
yet to be arrested by
the police. “Police are
reluctant to arrest the
son of the police inspec-
tor,” the family of the
victim alleged. They de-
manded justice from the
Punjab chief minister,
inspector general of
police (IGP), Sahiwal re-
gional police officer
(RPO) and Pakpattan
district police officer
(DPO).

NPJC honours
Ethiopian Envoy

with National
Peace Award

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Ambassador of the Fed-
eral Democratic Repub-
lic of Ethiopia to Paki-
stan, Jemal Beker Abdula
was honoured by the
National Peace and Jus-
tice Council (NPJC) with
the National Peace
Award for his dedicated
efforts in laying the foun-
dation and fostering
closer ties between the
two brotherly nations.

The award cer-
emony took place during
the National Peace Semi-
nar held at the Islamabad
Club, said a news release
on Thursday.  Chairman
NPJC Mian Abdul
Waheed presented the
award to Ambassador
Jemal Beker,

lauding his commit-
ment to strengthening
the bilateral relations be-
tween the Federal Demo-
cratic Republic of Ethio-
pia (FDRE) and Pakistan
by bridging the gap be-
tween people,  institu-
tions, and business com-
munities.
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US dollar soars to new
high against PKR

Sarfaraz Bugti vows to root
out menace of terrorism

President Alvi, PPP big-
wigs denounce Bannu
suicide attack, vow to

fight terrorism

SBP terms rumours of emer-
gency MPC meeting ‘com-

pletely baseless’

LHC orders
release of

Pervez Elahi
LAHORE  (INP):  Lahore
High Court on Friday or-
dered to release of the
former Chief Minister
(CM) of Punjab
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi.
Former CM of Punjab,
Pervez Elahi was pro-
duced before the court in
the Assets beyond
Means case.

Justice Amjad Rafiq
presided over the hearing
at the Lahore High Court
(LHC) and ordered to re-
lease of the former Chief
Minister (CM) of Punjab
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi.

It is pertinent to
mention here that the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) arrested
Elahi over failing to pro-
vide information to the
accountability bureau in
assets beyond the means
case against him, his son
Monis Elahi and other
family members. NAB
sources have revealed
that an inquiry has also
been initiated against
Moonis Elahi into the ex-
cessive assets case.

PM Kakar to pay 3-day official visit to
Nairobi, Kenya from Monday

Punjab Govt to
provide agricul-
tural machinery

on subsidy to
farmers

SARGODHA (INP): The
Punjab government has
invited applications from
farmers for the provision
of agricultural machinery
on subsidy. The last date
for submitting applica -
tions is September 30.

The  gove rnment
has introduced a number
of agricultural machinery
that will be provided at a
subsidy of  up to 60%
(Rs.500,000). The ma-
chinery includes border
disc, wheat seed grader
and cleaner, wheat seed-
bed planter, rota-vator,
disc harrow, reversible
hydraulic  moldboard
plow, disc plow, chise l
plow, molder board plow,
heap seeder, Pak seeder,
double-coulter drill, trac-
tor dr iven reaper-cum-
binder, rice straw shred-
der, wet straw chopper
and cotton bed planter
machine.

The  application
form can be downloaded
from the  webs ite
field.agripunjab.gov.pk.

The scheme is part
of  the  Punjab
government's plan to in-
crease crop production
by promoting modern
mechanized agriculture.
The  gove rnment be -
lieves that providing ag-
ricultural machinery on
subsidy will help farmers
to improve their produc-
tivity and reduce  their
costs.

 ISLAMABAD  (INP):
The State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) on Friday dis-
pelled rumours about
holding an emergency
meeting of the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC),
saying that such reports
were “completely base-
less”.

“The reports making
rounds in media about
holding of an emergency
meeting of the MPC of
SBP are completely base-
less,” the central bank
said on social media plat-
form X (formerly Twitter).

The statement by
the central bank comes
amid speculation by ana-
lysts about the policy
rate being hiked to 300
basis points in light of a

faltering economy and
the steady depreciation
of the rupee.

A day earlier, the
Pakistan Stock
Exchange’s benchmark
KSE-100 index had plum-
meted by around 1,250
points, or 2.7 per cent,
with analysts mainly at-
tributing the losses to
rumours of an interest
rate hike.

Without directly re-
ferring to the rumours,
the SBP said that it
would be “premature to
forecast the future
policy rate as only the
MPC, which is an inde-
pendent statutory body,
is empowered to decide
about the policy rate”.

The statement

went on to say that the
next committee meeting
was scheduled for Sep-
tember 14, during which
the MPC would “take
stock of the economic
developments and take
[an] appropriate decision
in the matter”.

After the previous
MPC meeting in July, the
SBP had kept the key
policy rate unchanged at
22 per cent.

The bank had held
rates steady in June say-
ing inflation had peaked
at 38pc in the preceding
month. But before June’s
end, it raised rates by 100
bps at an emergency
meeting, citing a
“slightly deteriorated in-
flation outlook”.

Man kills sister-
in-law over

domestic disputes
SANGLA HILL  (INP): A
man gunned down his sis-
ter-in-law over domestic
disputes and fled the scene,
police said on Friday. The
incident took place in sub-
urban village Chak 36 of
Sangla Hill where accused
killed wife of younger sis-
ter over domestic issues.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar will pay a three-
day official visit to
Nairobi, Kenya from
Monday to participate
in the Africa Climate
Summit.

Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch said on
Friday that the caretaker
prime minister will be
accompanied by For-
eign Minister Jalil Abbas

Jilani during the visit.
It should be men-

tioned that the visit is
taking place at the invi-
tation of President of
Kenya, William Samoei
Ruto.

At the Summit, Care-
taker PM Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar will articulate
Pakistan’s perspective
on the global climate cri-
sis and highlight our na-
tional efforts to rebuild
in a climate-resilient man-
ner after last year’s dev-

astating floods.
Prime Minister’s

key messages in Nairobi
would include the need
for enhanced climate co-
operation at all levels to
confront the common
challenge of Climate
Change in an effective
manner.

In Nairobi, the Prime
Minister is also expected
to hold a series of bilat-
eral meetings with his
counterparts from Africa,
including Kenya, and

with other high-level dig-
nitaries.

The Africa Climate
Summit is the initiative of
Kenya and the African
Union.

Pakistan’s high-
level participation in the
Summit is not only in
keeping with its tradi-
tionally proactive climate
diplomacy, but is also in
line with the ‘Look Af-
rica’ outlook for en-
hanced engagement with
countries in Africa.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
President Dr Arif Alvi
along with Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) co-
chairman Asif Ali Zardari
and Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, have
strongly denounced the
recent suicide attack in
Bannu.

On Thursday, ac-
cording to the military’s
media wing, nine sol-
diers were martyred while
five others were injured
in a suicide attack at a
military convoy in the
Jani Khel general area of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Bannu district.

In his statement,
President Alvi
emphasised that efforts
to combat terrorism will
persist until its complete
eradication.

Mr Alvi also paid
heartfelt tribute to the
martyrs who made the
ultimate sacrifice for the
nation’s security and
prosperity. Offering con-
dolences to the families
of the martyred soldiers,
he prayed for their
strength and patience
during this difficult time.

Asif Ali Zardari PPP

Co-Chairman Asif Ali
Zardari also condemned
the suicide attack on an
army convoy in Bannu.

He extended his
sympathies and condo-
lences to the families of
the martyred soldiers,
stressing that the nation
would never forget those
who laid down their lives
for the country’s de-
fense. Zardari called for
the elimination of those
who support and facili-
tate such attacks.

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari

Meanwhile, PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari expressed his
deep regret over the loss
of army personnel in the
Bannu attack. He
stressed that terrorists
pose a grave threat to the
nation and the country
as a whole. Bilawal called
for the swift apprehen-
sion and prosecution of
those responsible for
aiding and abetting the
attackers.

The former FM also
paid homage to the brave
young soldiers who sac-
rificed their lives for the
motherland.

GDA assures full
support to ECP’s
delimitation plan

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
The Grand Democratic
Alliance (GDA) has as-
sured of extending full
support to the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) in its new delimi-
tation plan and high-
lighted that delimitation
is the foundation of
transparent elections.

The assurance was
made during a consulta-
tion meeting of GDA del-
egation with the Election
Commission chaired by
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sikandar Sultan
Raja. Members Election
Commission, Secretary
ECP and other senior of-
ficers also attended the
meeting. From the Grand
Democratic Alliance
(GDA), Ms. Fehmida
Marza, Dr. Safdar Ali
Abbasi, Mr. Kashif
Nazamani, and Mr. Ibn
Muhammad partici-
pated, while Mr. Sardar
Abdul Rahim and Mr.
Irfanullah Khan Marwat
attended the meeting via
video link. The GDA del-
egation emphasized that
delimitation process
should be completed ac-
cording to the new cen-
sus, and elections
should be held after the
new delimitation. They
also suggested that the

electoral lists should
also be revised so that
the voter inclusion, re-
moval, and accuracy can
be ensured in the Elec-
toral Rolls. Moreover,
the delegation urged
that all provincial offic-
ers' transfers should be
made in accordance with
the Election
Commission's directives.
Despite, writing letters to
the Caretaker Chief Min-
isters by Chief Election
Commissioner the trans-
fer and postings are not
being carried out.

They also recom-
mended to appoint im-
partial Returning Offic-
ers, and if possible Dis-
trict Election Commis-
sioners and Officers from
Federal Services may be
appointed as Returning
Officers. After complet-
ing all the aforemen-
tioned arrangements, the
Election Schedule
should be announced.
The delegation insisted
that the Election Commis-
sion must work  rigor-
ously on the Action Plan
it has prepared and sus-
pend all Municipal Ad-
ministrations until Gen-
eral Elections and ap-
point administrators to
ensure transparency in
the elections.

48 killed in east DR
Congo anti-UN rally

crackdown
KINSHASA (INP): At
least 48 people have
been killed in a crack-
down on an anti-UN
protest in eastern DR
Congo, according to
sources and official
documentation re-
viewed on Thursday,
raising a previously re-
ported death toll. On
Wednesday, Congolese
soldiers stopped a reli-
gious sect from holding
a demonstration against
United Nations peace-
keepers in the city of
Goma. Some 10 people
were initially reported
killed after the troops
entered a radio station
and a place of worship,
according to local
sources.

A policeman was
also lynched in the vio-
lence. But an internal
army document con-
sulted on Thursday,
and verified by security
officials, gave a toll of
48 people killed in the
incident -- in addition to
the slain policeman --
and 75 people
wounded. The docu-
ment also said soldiers
seized a number of
bladed weapons and ar-
rested 168 people, in-
cluding the leader of the
Christian-animist sect,

which is named "Natu-
ral Judaic and Messi-
anic Faith towards the
Nations". Congolese
pro-democracy activist
group LUCHA also
stated on Thursday that
the number of people
killed was "close to 50".
In a statement late on
Thursday, the govern-
ment put the toll at "43
dead, with 56 injured and
158 people appre-
hended, including the
sect leader". It said it
supported "the investi-
gation opened by the
military auditor... so that
those responsible can
be brought to justice".
Two unverified video
clips circulating on so-
cial media on Thursday
appeared to show Con-
golese soldiers throw-
ing lifeless bodies - -
some drenched in blood
-- into the back of a mili-
tary vehicle. "Congolese
security forces shot and
killed dozens of protest-
ers, and wounded
scores more," Human
Rights Watch said in a
statement. DRC forces
"appear to have fired
into a crowd to prevent
a demonstration, an ex-
tremely callous as well
as unlawful way to en-
force a ban,"

 ISLAMABAD  (INP):
The value of the US dol-
lar against the Pakistani
Rupee (PKR) has once
again soared on the fifth
day of the business
week, causing concern
among traders and the
public alike.

As the PKR contin-
ues to face downward
pressure, in the inter-
bank market today, the
dollar witnessed a stag-
gering Rs0.46 increase in
its value, pushing it to a
record high of 306 ru-
pees. The value of the
United States dollar
soared to a historic high,
surging by a staggering
30 rupees in just 20 days.

On Thursday, in the
open currency market,
the dollar rate surged by
an additional Rs3, reach-
ing an astonishing ex-
change rate of Rs 325.

The US dollar con-
tinued to hit new heights
against a weakening Pa-
kistani rupee, and
reached the 305 level
during trading as the gap

with the inter-bank rate
widened further.

The Pakistani rupee
has found itself on a
rollercoaster ride yet
again against the mighty
US dollar.

The dollar crossed
an unprecedented mile-
stone, soaring past the
Rs305 mark in the inter-
bank exchange, as the
rupee weakened by an-
other 80 paisas against
the greenback.

With each passing
day, the rupee’s value
seems to be taking a free
fall, leaving economists
and citizens alike in a
state of astonishment.

As the dollar con-
tinues to flex its muscles,
the consequences are
far-reaching. The Ameri-
can currency shattered
records further as it
opened the new trading
session on Wednesday
morning with a surge of
70 paisas in the inter-
bank market.

It traded at a record
value of Rs303.75 against

the local currency.
However, a short

while later, the value of
the rupee slumped by
Rs1.40 against the
mighty greenback, and it
reached the record value
of Rs304.45 in interbank
trading, according to
currency dealers.

In the open market
also, the US currency
has reached historic
high levels as it jumped
to Rs322 with an in-
crease of Rs3 in just one
day. During the 19 days
of the interim govern-
ment, the US dollar has
appreciated by Rs27 in
the open market so far.
In interbank trade, the
American currency has
gained Rs16.5 during the
sane period. On Tuesday
also the dollar’s relent-
less surge against the Pa-
kistani rupee showed no
signs of abating, reach-
ing record highs in both
the interbank and open
markets on the second
day of the business
week.

KARACHI  (INP): Care-
taker Interior Minister
Sarfaraz Khan Bugti has
expressed government’s
determination to root out
the menace of terrorism
from the country.   Ad-
dressing the 43rd pass-
ing-out parade of Paki-
stan Coast guards in
Karachi on Friday, he

clearly stated that vio-
lent and subversive ele-
ments would not be al-
lowed to impose their
ideology to majority of
people on gun-point. In-
terior Minister vowed to
establish peace at any
cost in the Balochistan
as this province guaran-
tees the prosperity of the

country. He said Pak-
Army along with civil
armed forces is perform-
ing its duty to establish
peace in Balochistan and
other parts of the coun-
try. Interior Minister
lauded the services of
Pakistan coast guard
particularly securing the
coastline of the country.

KARACHI:  Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
reviewing the parade during the passing out ceremony of Basic Recruit
Course of Pakistan Coast Guard in Karachi.

Spanish restaurant’s $32,800
cheese sets world record

 MADRID  (INP): A
Spanish restaurant has
made culinary history by
shelling out an astound-
ing 30,000 euros
($32,800) for a single 2.2-
kilogram (4.85-pound)
piece of handmade
cheese, thereby claiming
the title of the world’s
most expensive cheese.

Annually, during
the final week of August,
the town of Las Arenas
de Cabrales hosts a
unique contest where
the finest Cabrales
cheeses are auctioned
off to the highest bidder.

In a stunning turn of
events, Llagar de
Colloto, a restaurant lo-
cated in Oviedo, Spain,
secured this prestigious
title by acquiring the ex-
ceptional piece of
Cabrales cheese. This
extraordinary cheese,
meticulously crafted
from a blend of cow and
goat milk and aged for
several months in the
caves of the Los Picos
de Europa mountains,
was produced by the
Los Puertos cheese fac-

tory in Poo de Cabrales.
After meticulous

evaluation, the expert
jury unanimously se-
lected this 2.2-kilogram
masterpiece as the fin-
est among the entries
from fifteen cheese pro-
ducers who participated
in the contest, making it
the most sought-after
item in the subsequent
auction. Guillermo
Pendás Bada, the tal-
ented creator of this
winning cheese, shared
his thoughts on the
achievement, stating,
“We knew we had a
good cheese, but also
knew that it is very diffi-
cult to win.” The win-
ning cheese matured for
an impressive ten
months in a cave lo-
cated at an altitude of
1,500 meters above sea
level. Interestingly,
Llagar de Colloto has
been consistently out-
bidding competitors for
the crown of the finest
Cabrales cheese for sev-
eral years. In 2018, they
spent 14,300 euros to
secure the winning

piece, followed by a
staggering 20,500 euros
in the subsequent year.
Now, they have once
again raised the bar by
acquiring this record-
breaking piece of
Cabrales cheese.
Cabrales cheese is re-
nowned for its artisanal
production process,
crafted by hand using
raw cow’s milk or a
combination of cow,
sheep, and goat milk. It
matures in natural
caves nestled within
the Picos de Europa
mountains for several
months, benefitting
from the humid condi-
tions that foster the de-
velopment of penicillin-
like molds, resulting in
its characteristic blue-
green streaks and
spots.  This delectable
cheese has witnessed a
surge in popularity,
both within Spain and
internationally, with a
total of 66,226 kilo-
grams sold in the Euro-
pean Union alone last
year. The record-break-
ing purchase

Farmers dry walnuts in Dongjiuzhai Town, Zhonghua City, north China's
Hebei Province.

HYDERABAD : Team of LUMHS being awarded Champions Trophy of Dec-
lamation Contest by the GOC Hyderabad Muhammad Husain, at Hyderabad
Cantonment.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Iran to Pakistan Dr. Reza Amiri Moghaddam called
on  Caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Haq Kakar.


