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Political leaders pay rich trib-
ute to Sardar Attaullah Mengal

BNP to continue the political
struggle of Sardar Attaullah

Mengal

Manan Mandokhail :
QUETTA: Political leaders paid rich tribute to Sardar
Attaullah Mengal at a public meeting in the city on
Saturday. The Balochistan National Party (BNP) or-
ganized a public meeting to mark the second death
anniversary of Sardar Attaullah Mengal, the Baloch
nationalist leader.

“Sardar Attaullan Mengal spent precious days
of life behind the bar for oppressed people”, Sardar
Akhtar Mengal, the Chief of BNP told flags-waving
party supporters at the Hockey Ground Quetta on
Saturday evening.

The party supporters chanted full-throated slo-
gans in support of the party and Sardar Attaullah
Khan Mengal. The leaders of other political parties
also addressed the public meeting and paid rich

tribute to the Baloch nationalist leader.

“We will continue the political mission of Sardar
Attaullah Mengal”, Sardar Akhtar Mengal said. He
urged the workers to step up efforts to strengthen
their ranks to protect the Baloch coast and re-
sources. Sardar Akhtar Mengal stated that sea-
soned Baloch and Pashtoon nationalist leaders
spent precious days of their lives behind bars for
the protection of their rights.  He said they (leaders)
were not demanding any relief from courts and jail
administration rather they accepted all troubles and
pain for their rights.

4 burnt to death in a traffic accident near Noshki
   Riaz Baloch:

NOSHKI: At least four people burnt to death
when a van carrying smuggled Iranian petrol
collided with a Mazda truck on Sunday.

Levies sources said fire erupted inside the
van soon after the accident. Four people burnt
to death as a result of roaring fire.

Levies force and people of the area reached
the spot and extinguished roaring flames of fire.
Rescue workers reached the spot and retrieved
the dead bodies.

The incident happened in the Jorkin area
near Noshki. The victims belonged to Mastung
district of Balochistan.

Reckless driving and narrow roads have
claimed thousands of precious human lives in
various parts of Balochistan.

1: Reckless driving 2:
Overspeeding 3: Over-
loading 4: Narrow and
poor roads 5: No timely
repair and maintenance of
roads by NHA 6: No sig-
nals 7:  Overlo ad ed
marble trucks on Quetta-
Karachi highway 8: Pas-
senger buses  carrying
petrol and diesel 9: Driv-
ers using drugs

10: No Fire ext in-
guisher in buses 11: Ab-
sence of Motorway Po-
lice

Quetta Karachi highway claim-
ing more precious human lives

than Terrorism
Especially, Quetta-Karachi highway, which is

commonly called the ‘killer highway’ continues to
claim precious human lives. Much has been said
and written about this. But with no effective re-
sponse from the authorities to bring an end to the
deadly accidents. At least 41 people were burnt to
death last year when a passenger coach fell into a
ravine near the Bela area of district Lasbela
Balochistan.

Causes of road accidents

Sugar per kg now at Rs. 220
as common person witnesses

worst inflation
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Sugar price per kilogram reached
Rs. 220 in the provincial capital as common
person witnessed worst inflation currently.
“Yes, now we are selling sugar per kg at Rs.
220”, Abdul Hanan, a sugar dealer in the city’s
Kandahari Bazar area told Daily Quetta Voice.

The skyrocketing prices of sugar have sev-
eral affected common man. The government
claimed to have launched a crackdown against
the elements involved in sugar smuggling. Nev-
ertheless, the people are forced to pay sky-
rocketing prices of sugar.

“Sugar sale dropped”, Dealers
Complained

“Sugar sale dropped and we are concerned
about our business”, Abdul Hanan lamented.

He said sugar was also likely to complete three
centuries in view of increasing prices.

Customs department  claimed to have
seized dozens of trucks loaded with sugar near
Pak Afghan border. The Caretaker Prime Min-
ister, Anwaar ul Haq Kakar had also directed
to establish a specific cell against smuggling at
the home department in Balochistan to stop the
smuggling of commodities.

End sugar smuggling: People
demand

However, people are critical of the interim
government for increasing prices of commodi-
ties. “Action, no lip service”, Samad Khan, a
daily wage worker demanded. He urged the
government to translate its words into action
regarding an end to smuggling.

2 policemen injured in
Hazar Ganji hand grenade

attack in Quetta
   Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: At least two policemen were
injured in a hand grenade attack in the
Hazar Ganji area of the city on Saturday.
Police sources said unknown miscreants
lobbed a hand grenade at the patrolling
police vehicle in the Hazar Ganji area of the
provincial capital.

The attack left two policemen injured.
The injured were rushed to the Bolan

Medical Complex (BMC) hospital for
medical treatment. An emergency was
declared in the hospital to provide medical
treatment to the injured of the attack.

The attackers managed to escape
unhurt from the spot.

A huge contingent of police reached
the spot as an investigation into the incident
went underway.  Police investigators also
collected evidence from the spot of the
blast.

Shutter down strike observed in Quetta
against skyrocketing petrol prices

Syed Ali  Shah:

QUETTA: A shutter-down strike was observed
in the city against the worst inflation and sky-
rocketing prices of petroleum products on Sat-
urday. Jamaat e Islami (JI) , the traders’ com-
munity had given the call to strike. The strike
call was backed by the Jamaat e Islami (JI) and
other political parties.

All main markets, shopping centers, and
shops remained closed on the eve of the shutter
down strike in the provincial capital. “We the
trader’s community backed the strike call of
Jamaat Islami against inflation”, Rahim Kakar,
the President of the Markazi Anjuman e Tajaran
said. He said all traders pulled down their shut-
ters to record their protest against the worst in-
flation, and economic situation of the country.

The traffic flow was also thin on roads and
streets of Quetta because of the shutter-down
strike. Baton-wielding policemen were deployed
at all main roads and streets of the city to main-
tain order.

“Rulers have deprived people of a one-time
meal”, Maulana Abdul Haq Hashmi, the
Balochistan Amir of the JI lamented. He said rul-
ers must decrease their luxuries and avoid put-
ting further burdens on the shoulders of the com-
mon man.

Police were also patrolling throughout the
day on roads of the city to avert any untoward
incident on the eve of the strike. Senior police
officers were also in the city to personally moni-
tor the situation.

The flow of traffic thin on
roads

Traders warn intensify-
ing protests

“We have announced not to deposit our elec-
tricity bills”, Hazrat Ali Achakzai, another trader’s
leader said. He said the traders’ community was
fed up with increasing taxes and they were not
in a position to pay such heavy bills. The trad-
ers’ community and political parties have also
threatened to intensify their protest if the gov-
ernment failed to give relief to the masses.  “We
will block the entire province if the government
fails to do so”, Rahim Kakar warned the federal
and provincial government.
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Closing the mental health gap
By Asma Humayun

“A 50-YEAR-OLD man
presented with myalgia,
headache, loss of energy
and appetite. He has lost
seven kilograms in the
last five months. He is
sad with weeping epi-
sodes. He has difficulty
waking up early in the
morning and has lost his
concentration. He has
two handicapped chil-
dren, ages seven and
five, both completely
blind. He is always think-
ing about them.”

The case above was
reported by a doctor in
Lower Dir last week after
being trained to identify
common mental disor-
ders and offer pharmaco-
logical and psychosocial
interventions in primary
care. The training is part
of a comprehensive, evi-
dence-based and scal-
able model developed by
the Ministry of Plan-
ning, Development &
Special Initiatives
(MoPDSI). In collabora-
tion with the health de-
partment, KP, and the
International Medical
Corps, over 50 primary
care doctors and clinical
psychologists have
been trained in five dis-
tricts across KP thus far.
The trained staff is now
connected to a web por-
tal through a mobile ap-

plication, which allows
them to confidentially
send in data and seek
supervision from experi-
enced mental health spe-
cialists.

The intervention,
designed to build the ca-
pacity of healthcare pro-
viders by implementing
Mental Health Gap Ac-
tion Programme
(mhGAP) guidelines, is
recommended by the
World Health
Organisation as a key
strategy to integrate
mental health at the pri-
mary healthcare level to
overcome the gigantic
treatment gap that exists
in countries like Pakistan.

Consider: there are
an estimated 1.5 million
people in Lower Dir. It is
estimated that 300,000
(20 per cent) of them are
likely to suffer from a
common mental disorder.
Like 26 other districts in
KP, there is no qualified
psychiatrist in Lower Dir.
In a few of these districts,
there are either self-pro-
claimed psychiatrists
with no formal qualifica-
tion, or those with mini-
mal qualification (di-
ploma/MCPS) after one
or two years of training
at most, and practising
mainly in the private sec-
tor. KP has 37 districts.

Peshawar, like other ma-
jor urban centres, has
high specialist resources
with at least a dozen
qualified psychiatrists
in the public sector and
an even higher number
in the private sector.
Then there are nine other
districts that have a
teaching hospital with at
least two qualified psy-
chiatrists. These dis-
tricts can be said to have
a moderate level of spe-
cialist resources. As far
as clinical psychologists
in the public sector are
concerned, there are no
posts outside teaching
hospitals. The indig-
enous burden of mental
disorders in KP is com-
pounded by security-re-
lated conflicts, eco-
nomic crisis and climate
hazards. The districts of
Chitral and Kurram, for
instance, are a troubling
example of where high
rates of suicide have
been reported. Some
parts of the province
comprise a difficult ter-
rain, which creates prob-
lems for residents to
safely commute for ac-
cessing healthcare. The
recent chairlift scare in
Battagram is likely to in-
duce severe post-trau-
matic reactions for af-
fected families. But with

a severe dearth of spe-
cialist resources and no
existing services for
mental health and psy-
chosocial support
(MHPSS) within the
community, the only op-
tions for residents brave
enough to seek help is
to front the expenses and
travel hundreds of miles
for medical consultation
in major cities, or resort
to faith and faith healers.

It is not just the
dearth of services but
also the quality of care
that is a concern. In our
recent training work-
shops, it was evident
that psychiatric practice,
even in tertiary care hos-
pitals, centres on a cur-
sory biomedical ap-
proach. An average con-
sultation lasts a few min-
utes, followed by a pre-
scription heavily dic-
tated by irrational polyp-
harmacy. As is the case
in the rest of the coun-
try, a powerful pharma-
ceutical industry seems
to be subsidising these
worrying trends. Psychi-
atric outpatient clinics,
both in the public and
private sector, are over-
whelmingly marked by
throngs of despondent
families, aspiring for sci-
entific care but unlikely
to get any.

Unveiling child abuse
By Iqra Junejo

CHILD abuse is once
again in the spotlight,
with the  emergence
o f  has hta gs
#JusticeForRizwana and
#JusticeForFatima trend-
ing on Twitter within a
single month. Main-
stream media, too, exten-
sively covered the two
cases of minor girls work-
ing as domestic help.
Due to public outrage,
the authorities have ini-
tiated action against the
alleged perpetrators.
These cases underscore
that whether it’s the fed-
eral capital or Khairpur,
our minors remain unsafe
across the country. Al-
though child abuse has
been rampant for long,
there has been no signifi-
cant effort to give our
young ones a secure
childhood by ensuring
their basic right to live
without abuse and ne-
glect.

These instances are
not the first or the last
cases of child abuse that
have gained media and
public attention. NGO
Sahil’s data reveals that
in the first half of 2023, a
staggering 2,227 cases of
child abuse were re-
ported, translating to an
average of 12 children
abused daily, an increase
from 10 per day in 2021.

Out of these, 164 were
sexual abuse cases, 984
abductions, 201 missing
children, and 14 marriage
cases. Dist-u-rbingly,
there were 53 cases of
pornography and one
case of incest. Of the to-
tal, 457 victims were girls
and 593 boys, aged six
to 15 years.

Sahil also revealed
that 47 per cent of ca-ses
were reported from urban
areas and 54pc from ru-
ral areas. Unfortunately,
precise data on children
engaged in labour,
in-cl-uding domestic
labour, remains unavail-
able. These alarming sta-
tistics may not fully rep-
resent the extent of the
issue, as many cases go
unreported for reasons
of family ‘honour’ and
financial compensation.
To effectively combat
child abuse, it is impor-
tant to comprehend its
implications for society
and children’s well-be-
ing. Holding perpetrators
accountable is crucial to
prevention, as is educat-
ing children about abuse
and enabling them to
safeguard themselves
from potential harm.

One must also un-
derstand the distinction
between child abuse and
child neglect. Child ne-

glect often leads to
abuse. Child neglect
emerges when children
are denied basic needs
such as parental care,
education, food, health
and a safe environment.
Such neglect can leave
scars for life, if not ad-
dressed. Parents and
caretakers bear the re-
sponsibility of ensuring
that children’s needs are
met. Neglected children
are more susceptible to
being abused or to
struggle for survival.
Unicef estimates that an
estimated 22.8 million
children aged five to 16
lack access to schooling,
constituting 44pc of the
population in that age
group. Despite Article
25A of the Constitution
guaranteeing the right to
education, this crisis per-
sists. Experts estimate
that around 1,200 chil-
dren under five die daily
in Pakistan due to mal-
nutrition. Neglecting
children’s health remains
an alarming issue. Just
as with providing decent
education, ensuring a
balanced diet for all chil-
dren, including those
who don’t attend
school, is urgent and im-
perative. Child abuse
means intentionally hurt-
ing or mistreating a per-

son under 18, a criminal
offence. It has various
forms: physical, emo-
tional, sexual and medi-
cal abuse.

Physical abuse in-
volves hitting a child,
including pushing, chok-
ing, punching, shaking,
or using objects like
belts or sticks to inflict
pain or leave marks. A
child can be taken away
from lawful guardian-
ship,  with or without
consent, leading to
physical, sexual and
emotional abuse. They
might be confined, tor-
tured, raped or deprived
of basic necessities.
Some children even face
marriage or forced
labour, exacerbating the
issue. Emotional or psy-
chological abuse inflicts
trauma through tan-
trums, insults, criticism
and threats, diminishing
the child’s self-worth.
Preventing social interac-
tions and cultural needs,
enforcing isolation, or
cyberbullying are other
forms. Some children fall
victim to blackmail in-
volving indecent acts,
leading to fear and re-
duced self-esteem.
Sexual abuse includes
rape, inappropriate
touching, and exposure
to explicit content.

A sorry incident
By Muna Khan

Breathtaking Florence
By Abbas Nasir

IT is the holiday season
in Europe, and which
traveller hasn’t read
endless articles singing
the praises of the so-
phisticated French cui-
sine and lambasting Ital-
ian drivers for their in-
sane antics on the roads,
including highways?

Having flown into
Rome on a work-related
visit for a couple of days
25 years ago, my own
experience of the Italian
drivers was very limited,
apart from the fact that
they seemed a jolly
bunch. I don’t recall any
particularly dangerous
manoeuvres. They
loved to drive fast but
not unsafely.

After we finalised
our holiday plan for this
year, I read up on driv-
ing in Italy. Believe me,
not one piece made me
feel comfortable about
driving several hundred
kilometres over a two-
week period. We left our
current home in Spain
exactly a week ago where
we live in a small coastal
town between Valencia
and Alicante.

The first day’s drive
north some 600
kilometres along the sea
brought us to the first
overnight stop at my
brother-in-law’s farm-
house in the serene
Catalonia hills, over-
looking from a distance
the seaside resort town
of Roses, about 15 min-
utes from the border.

The next day, we
drove along the French

Riviera, making the night
stop in Nice at an over-
priced hotel with unhelp-
ful, almost rude staff. We
were tired, so picked up
some wraps/sandwiches
from a deli for a quick bite
before going to sleep.
They were poor value for
money and quite bland.

The following morn-
ing, we set off on the fi-
nal day of this leg of the
journey. I was tempted to
make a pit stop in Mo-
naco, but nearing the
exit, saw the kind of cars
that were headed there
and kept driving for fear
of getting an inferiority
complex entering the
principality in my two-
year-old VW Golf com-
pact. Within a short
drive, we were driving
past Genoa on the Ital-
ian Riviera and the in-
sane Italian driver was
nowhere to be seen. The
French tailgate you even
when the overtaking lane
is deserted, pulling out
into it at the last minute
when you are sure they
are going to crash into
you. The Italian drivers
on the twisting mountain
highway with dozens of
tunnels always seemed
to maintain a safe, com-
fortable distance, and if
they wished to overtake,
they moved into the cor-
rect lane well ahead of
the manoeuvre.  I was
baffled how stereotypi-
cal most published ac-
counts of Italian drivers
have been. My wife, who
travelled by car to Italy
in the 1980s, says they

did not care much for
rules, but the police over
the years have ticketed
them into submission.
Italy today is said to
have the largest numbers
of speed cameras in Eu-
rope.

Driving today on
Italian motorways ap-
pears safer than in
France and possibly
Spain, with the latter
having picked up bad
French habits such as
jumping lanes to over-
take without as much as
a perfunctory glance at
the rearview/door mir-
rors to check if a fast-
moving vehicle is already
approaching in the fast
lane. Our first taste of the
mind-blowing Italian
food came during a
motorway service area,
where our experience is
that one always has to
pay over the odds for
pretty mediocre food.
We ordered three sand-
wiches; two vegetarian
and one with meat. The
warm, freshly made
paninis were mind-
blowingly good; so full
of flavour and very rea-
sonably priced. Then on,
it’s been juicy Tuscan
steaks, pastas, pizzas
and you name it. Por-
tions are generous and
the food is just so full of
flavour. We arrived in
Florence at an Airbnb
apartment that is part of
a fair- sized Tuscan
home, a former farm-
house, with lush green
grounds, barely a 15-
minute drive to the city

centre, to a very warm
welcome by our gener-
ous hostess, Maria
Serena, and her hus-
band, Guido. Within min-
utes, we were made to
feel at home.

My partner and
soulmate of 30 years,
Carmen, wrote this brief
background note for our
daughters and I, and it is
shared here it with you
to get a sense of exhila-
ration Florence brings to
you. “If you love art, it is
easy to fall prey to the
Stendhal Syndrome: that
physical euphoria, some-
times with lethal conse-
quences, that the beau-
tiful and plentiful works
of legendary creative
masters of Florence pro-
voke in certain people.

“Whether it is the
unattainable perfection
of Michelangelo’s David
in the Galleria dell
Academia, or the vibrat-
ing scenes of absolute
beauty in Botticelli’s
most celebrated works at
the Uffizi Gallery, The
Birth of Venus and
Spring, a normal human
being feels overwhelmed
and insignificant. “Flo-
rence takes your breath
away every few seconds.
Patronised by the Medici
family, an astonishing
number of creative ge-
niuses, flourished over
more than a hundred
years in the Tuscan capi-
tal, bringing to the world
some of the most beauti-
ful and celebrated art
and literary works ever
produced.

WHAT purpose do rape
scenes serve on screen?
Are they necessary to
plot points, when most
of the studies show their
harmful impact and how,
as Laura Hudson wrote
in Wired in 2015, they
feed “into real- life mis-
conceptions about
sexual assault that are
often used to deprive
rape survivors of legiti-
macy or justice”?

I thought of this
while reading the reac-
tions on social media on
Monday about a new
drama, Hadsa (incident),
which is/ isn’t based on
the gang rape of a
woman in September
2020.

I asked my editor if I
could write about why
dramas need to show
sexual violence against
women and what impact
fictionalised stories of
real incidents have on
societal attitudes, but
then this controversy
took a new turn and
Hadsa was banned.

Before writing this
piece, I watched a few
episodes before weigh-
ing in. Hadiqa Kiani
plays a progressive,
strong-willed, fierce fe-
male role I rarely see on
TV. She’s an unapolo-
getic feminist. She is
sexually assaulted on a
motorway, and I under-
stand how upsetting
that must be to the sur-
vivor of rape, who
reached out to a journal-
ist to share her anguish.
There is no responsible

way to show rape.
The producers and

Kiani have denied their
drama is about the
motorway case, but
many folks are not buy-
ing it. This provided an
opportunity for debate
on a host of issues re-
garding the portrayal of
sexual violence and its
survivors, and how much
agency a survivor has to
their stories being made
public. Should audi-
ences be warned about
content? Should such
content be aired at a par-
ticular time?

Many Western
crime shows on TV are
often based on real life,
and come with warnings
about the nature of con-
tent,  and issue an “all
persons fictitious” dis-
claimer. The American
show Law and Order
SVU has fictionalised fa-
mous cases, from Domi-
nique Strauss-Kahn to
Bill Cosby, Michael Jack-
son to the 2015 case of a
Stanford student as-
saulting a girl when she
was unconscious. I ap-
preciated the decision by
the producers of Delhi
Crime not to show the
sexual violence commit-
ted on ‘Nirbhaya’, the
name given to the woman
gang-raped in 2012. The
true crime genre in audio
and documentary is
hugely popular.

None of this pre-
pares anyone for seeing
a sliver of a resemblance
of themselves on screen.

Rape should never

feel like entertainm-e--nt
on screen. We must con-
demn shows where the
use of sexual violence is
exploitative and gratu-
itous. The entertainment
ind-ustry has profited
from the pain of survi-
vors — all for the sake
of ratings or public
awareness, when it’s just
regurgitating terrible
tropes and stereotypes,
like whether a woman’s
choice of clothing pro-
voked her rape.

However, as prob-
lematic as such
story-li-nes are, a ban is
not a response. This en-
forces a regulator’s con-
trol on people’s choices.
To shield folks from pain
and trauma, many pro-
gressive voices have
landed in the same camp
as the right wing, which
routinely call for bans
on content that does not
adhere to their moral
code. To those who
lauded this decision,
know it is a temporary
win. The same tools will
soon be applied to other
storylines that suppos-
edly harm Pakistan’s im-
age in the world.

Also, rapists (and
their protectors) as well
as censors do the most
harm to the country’s
image. If and when rape
survivors speak up, they
are punished for doing
so. The legal system is
stacked against them,
they are portrayed as
victims and powerless.
“If you survive, you
have to prove it was that

bad; or else, they think
you are,” Roxane Gay
wrote in her book Not
That Bad.

I know from my time
in the newsroom how
hard it is to get staff to
report on the sexual vio-
lence man--ner, minus
words attached to
honour and minus judge-
ment. It is frustrating to
get them to just use the
word ‘rape’, especially
when we have ada-pted
so many Eng-lish words
into our reporting. There
is much work to be done.

Perhaps the drama
industry needs to own
up to its failings. They
can read the massive
amount of literature on
how fictionalised rape
scenes impact survivors
and audiences. One in
three college men in an
American 2015 study, for
example, said they would
rape women if they knew
they would not face con-
sequences. Here, not
everyone is willing to
agree on the definition of
rape. I think rape can be
used to make a big point
about Pakistani society,
but I think we should
close the lid on rape as a
cinematic subject. This
should not be confused
with me calling for a ban.
Bans serve no purpose.
Just like rape scenes
serve no purpose. What
does serve purpose is
complaints, critiques,
pressure groups, calls
for, and conversations
with, filmmakers, artists,
educators.

Rampant road accidents in
Balochistan

   Editorial :

Road accidents on national highways across Balochistan are common. Quetta-Karachi
highway is called the ‘killer highway’ as 88 traffic accidents reported only from Winder
district Lasbella during the last three days

At least 264 people injured in 128 traffic accidents across Balochistan
The Medical Emergency Response Center (MERC) has responded to 128 traffic

accidents across Balochistan
This is alarming. Over-speeding, reckless driving coupled with narrow and poorly

constructed roads continue to claim precious human lives on a daily basis. Balochistan
chief minister,Mir Ali Mardan Domki announcement of installing speed limit meters in
buses is laudable. Action needs to match his words.

The only installation of speed meters is not enough to curb rising accidents
Although the only installation of speed meters is certainly not enough to curb the

rising number of road accidents on this deadly route (Quetta-Karachi), which continue
to claim lives.

The province that covers half of the country in terms of the area has not a single
kilometer motorway. The present coalition government has not been able to approve a
single kilometer motorway project for Balochistan in the last three years.

MERC shifts 15,000 injured of road accidents to hospitals since October 2019
The Medical Emergency Response Center (MERC) has shifted over 15,000 in-

jured of road accidents to hospitals across Balochistan since October 2019. Traffic
accidents continue to claim precious human lives on a daily basis in various parts of
Balochistan. Over-speeding, reckless driving, and poor conditions of roads/highways
are the underlying reasons behind rampant road accidents.

78 percent of those injured in traffic accidents were bike riders
MERC data also revealed that 78 percent of those injured in road accidents were

bike riders. “Since there is no custom of wearing a helmet that is why most of the riders
suffered head injuries”, Aziz Ahmed Jamali, the CEO of MERC revealed.

The establishment of MERC is a praiseworthy step. Its mandate is only to shift
injured to hospitals to save human lives. However, the provincial government has to
evolve a strategy to curb rising road accidents. Motorway police, traffic police, and
levies force have to evolve a joint strategy with concerned district administrations to
overcome this issue.

Tourism: The Neglected Sector
Muhammad Asghar Harifal:

Pakistan is cited as one of
the countries blessed with
strategic locations connect-
ing extremely important
geographical regions  of
Central and South Asia.
His torically speaking, the
dividends of geography did
accrue and they included the
fortification of security by
enlarging the security appa-
ratus with the help of west-
ern powers and economic
progress of a few decades,
albeit ephemeral in nature.
The country was the cyno-
sure of Western attention
from its origin thanks to its
location. In the decades of
the sixties,  eighties and,
later during the period of
the so-called war against
terrorism, Pakistan played
a crucial role owing to its
location. The security com-
pulsions of the western
countries, led by America,
turned out to be aligned
with Pakis tan’s security
concerns in the region, lead-
ing to trusted relations of
cooperation.

Pakistan’s pre-
dominant traditional
security predilection
has seriously come

under strain
Pakistan is  again the

hub of changes but, this
time, not as the traditional
fire-arm battleground, but
c hallenged by grow ing
economies and information

technology bewildering ad-
vancement, defining states’
power. With the end of the
las t afghan w ar in the
neighbourhood and seismic
politic al c hanges  at the
world c hessboard, meta-
morphosing the world from
a unipolar to a multipolar
world, Pakistan’s predomi-
nant traditional sec urity
predilection has seriously
come under strain. More
distinctly, one of Pakistan’s
neighbours  and most
trusted ally has turned into
the second most robus t
economy of the world chal-
lenging the traditional sole
power of the world. While
another neighbour, although
not friendly, is shaping it-
self into one of the ‘top five
w orld ec onomies .  A
country’s power is  now
measured w ith diff erent
yardsticks; compelling the
internal power repositories
to share the power cake
with institutions having re-
sponsibilities of economic
development and informa-
tion technology promotion.
These two sectors are pur-
ported to lead all others to-
wards the prosperity of the
country.

Pakistan has once
been a hub of tourists

Pakis tan,  a forex-
starved country, can use
tourism as one of the instru-
ments for rejuvenating the

economy and building an
image of a progressive coun-
try. Tourism is one of the
sectors that will define the
c ountry’s  image, and it
serves as a barometer for all
other f ields underpinning
the progress of the country.
The flip side of tourism is
that it is too timid to lead; it
shows in the last when all
other sectors have reassured
their performance. Tourism
flourishes when the institu-
tions are less interfering in
people’s lives and efficient
enough, while the society is
tolerant of  faiths,  living
styles, dress codes and val-
ues of others. Pakistan, un-
doubtedly, has drifted apart
and, for now, is not in that
position neither in terms of
society or institutions. The
encouraging aspect, how-
ever, is that improvement
in the former helps the lat-
ter fall in place leading to
change. The ray of hope is
that Pakistan has once been
a hub of tourists and re-
course to the same course
is not far from an impossi-
bility.

Balochistan is 43% of
Pakistan and its tourism
promotion will have an in-
c redible impac t on the
country’s image, attracting
visitors from all over the
w orld.  Not only that
Balochis tan has a bigger
landmass , but it is  also

badly affected by the war
in Afghanistan and politi-
cal alienation is manifest
from the unrest of the last
several decades. Pakistan’s
tourism revival s trategy
must not only begin from
Balochistan, the resource
allocation for tourism must
have this province as a pri-
ority, with the share equal
to its size. Tourism promo-
tion is not only vital for
w ider national develop-
ment, the spectre of terror-
ism purveying the whole
province, in particular in
the coastal tourism poten-
tial region, can be tackled
with the help of tourism
promotion.

Divers ity in
Balochistan’s tourism

Balochistan tourism is
characterised by diversity
in the fields of tourism. It
has a landscape, incorpo-
rating all the individual dis-
tinctions , all other prov-
inces pride in. Balochistan
has ecotourism potential
having high mountains of
Sulaiman with Takhtte
Sulaiman peak, Kir thar,
Zarghon, Toba Kakari and
several others. It has vast
deserts of Jhal Magsi and
Kharan. Balochistan con-
tiguous countries have uti-
lized deserts for tourism at-
trac tion by providing
desert  s tays  and desert
sports activities. The Jhal

Magsi jeep rally is a thrill-
ing event, albeit c ircum-
scribed to a few scions of
the affluent class , as the
poor can neither afford to
participate in it nor have
developed the attraction for
it. With economic activities
being generated, the com-
position and frequency of
these unique sports can
change.

Countries like Egypt,
Israel, India and China have
utilized cultural heritage to
attract tourists generating
sizeable forex. Balochistan
has Mehargarh, older than
all other archaeological sites
of Pakistan. The site utili-
zation for tourism purposes
will attract visitors from
Europe and neighbouring
countries. The site develop-
ment is undertaken by the
government of Balochistan
and, hopefully, will contrib-
ute to the economic devel-
opment of the province.

Sindh is known for the
tourism potential of the
coast, with 220 km coast
dwarfs before the 770 km
c oas t of  Baloc his tan.
Balochistan c oast has not
only the potential to be-
come the hub of economic
activities,  but it c an also
turn into a Dubai for tour-
ists for its clean beaches,
sparse population and ex-
tremely pleasant weather in
winter.
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Detained Pervaiz Elahi
shifted to Attock Jail

ICCI and IBECHS ink MoU
to establish a state-of-the-art

Expo Centre in Capital

Inflation driven by food prices
hikes to 27.83% in August

ATTOCK  (INP):
Former Punjab chief
minister and PTI
President  Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi, who had
been arrested by the
Islamabad Police from
Lahore on Friday, was
shifted to Attock Jail
late at night.

Soon after he was
shifted to Islamabad,
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Is lamabad or-
dered his detention for
a period of 15 days
under 3MPO.

Former pr ime
minister and PTI
Chairman Imran Khan
is already in the Attock
Jail.

On arrival , a
three-member team
of doctors carried out
medical examination
of the former chief
minister.

Section 3 of MPO
empowers the govern-
ment to arrest and de-
tain suspected per-
sons. It states : “The
government, if satis-
fied that with a view
to preventing any per-
son from acting in any
manner prejudicial to
publ ic  safety or  the
maintenance of public
order, it is necessary
to do, may, by an or-
der  in writing, direct
the arrest and deten-
tion in such custody
[…] and [the] govern-
ment, if satisfied that
for the aforesaid rea-
sons, it is necessary so
to do , may extend
from time to time the
period of such deten-
tion, for a period not
exceeding six months
at a time.”

The district
magistrate’s order said
that law enforcement
agencies had intimated

to the judge at various
times that Pervaiz
Elahi was the  PTI
president  and “re-
mained involved in cre-
ating unrest and dis-
turbance and has fur-
ther potential to disrupt
the public  peace and
tranquillity, if set free”.
It further said that in
the past as well, “he
has provoked PTI sup-
porters to take law into
the ir own hands …
The intelligence agen-
cies have further re-
por ted that they have
credible information
that he  would be  a
threat and can worsen
the law and order situ-
ation along with his
supporters if he has not
detained.” The order
added that it was also
reported by agencies
that mul tiple cases
were registered
against Pervaiz Elahi
in different police sta-
tions for his involve-
ment in disruption of
peace, law and order.

The magistrate
said it was highlighted
in various reports from
intel ligence and law
enforcement agencies
that Ch Pervaiz Elahi
has “planned actions
against law enforce-
ment , publ ic inf ra-
struc ture and prop-
erty”, adding that the
Intelligence Bureau
and Islamabad’s assis-
tant inspector general
and senior superinten-
dent of police had also
recommended the PTI
president’s detention
under Section 3 of the
MPO to prevent pub-
lic disorder.

The order added
that a district  intel li-
gence committee
meeting was con-

vened on the  above
repor ts on Thursday
and not only endorsed
them but also recom-
mended detention or-
der for Pervaiz Elahi.

The magistrate
said that on the basis
of the material placed
before him and the
committee’s recom-
mendat ion, he  was
convinced that Elahi
should be detained for
“ensuring public peace
and tranquill ity”. He
ordered that Pervaiz
Elahi be detained for
15 days “to avoid any
likelihood of breach of
peace/unlawful  as-
sembly in the district”,
adding that the  PTI
leader had the right to
appeal to the govern-
ment against the deci-
sion.

Earlier, the former
chief  minister’s son
Moonis Elahi claimed
his father was “ab-
ducted” from outside
his Lahore residence.

Personnel of the
Islamabad police had
taken former Punjab
chief minister into cus-
tody on Friday, just
moments af ter the
Lahore High Cour t
(LHC), in its explicit
orders, had barred the
Punjab police, anti-cor-
ruption agenc ies,
NAB (National Ac-
countability Bureau),
and other law enforce-
ment agencies from
arresting him in con-
nec tion with any FIR
or inquiry.

The LHC had or-
dered the additional
registrar for security,
DIG Operations, and
other senior police of-
ficials to ensure that
Pervaiz Elahi returned
safely to his home.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Islamabad
Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry
(ICCI) and the Intelli-
gence Bureau
Employee’s Coopera-
tive Housing Society
(IBECHS) on Satur-
day signed a Memo-
randum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the
establishment  of a
state-of-the-art Expo
Centre in the Federal
Capital.

President  ICCI
Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari and Sec-
retary IBECHS
Shujaat Ullah Qureshi
signed the  MoU on
behalf of  concerned
organizations during a
ceremony held in a lo-
cal hotel here.

Speaking on the
occasion, President
IBECHS Tar iq
Mehmood said that by
es tablishing an Expo
Center in the Federal
Capital, we would be
discharging an impor-
tant national responsi-
bility. He said that the
Expo Centre is the
backbone  of an

economy and a joint
venture between ICCI
and IBECHS for this
important project
would go a long way
in improving the
economy. He said that
this project would
make the region a hub
of business activities.
He stressed the value
addition of products to
boost exports and re-
vive the economy. He
thanked ICCI for
signing a MoU with
IBECHS for this key
project and assured
that his organization is
ready to star t more
projects with ICCI on
a joint venture basis.

President  ICCI
Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari  said that
joint venture between
ICCI and IBECHS is
a step in the right di-
rection to improve the
economy as the Expo
Centre would show-
case the  exportable
products of Pakistan
and boost exports. He
said that China and
Turkey have increased
their exports and tour-
ism by organizing

expos and hoped that
this expo center would
also help enhance ex-
ports and tourism in
Pakistan. Shujaat
Ullah Qureshi, Secre-
tary, IBECHS said
that their society is lo-
cated at an ideal place
and many new devel-
opment projects would
be  completed here.
He was optimistic that
the expo center would
open up many new
avenues for promotion
of business, invest-
ment and exports.

Senior Vice Presi-
dent  ICCI Faad
Waheed said that
ICCI has been making
efforts since long for
the establishment of a
new industrial estate in
the region and it would
like  to work with
IBECHS for material-
ization of this impor-
tant project.

Group Leader
ICCI Khalid Iqbal
Malik said that the joint
venture between ICCI
and IBECHS is a great
step for the revival of
the economy. He said
that Pakistan has great

potential to boost ex-
ports and hoped that
the expo center would
contribute positively
towards achieving this
goal . Zafar
Bakhtawari, former
President  ICCI and
Secretary General
UBG Pakistan said
that reduction in taxes
on real estate  would
boost foreign remit-
tances and FDI in Pa-
kistan and stressed
that  the government
should take measures
in this regard. He said
the expo center would
also showcase the po-
tential of exportable
produc ts of the de-
fence sector  and in-
crease their exports.
He said that ICCI
would also like to set
up JVs with IBECHS
for many other projects
including hospital, uni-
versity, co llege etc .
Former President
ICCI Khalid Javed
congratulated ICCI
and IBECSH for sign-
ing MoU for the expo
center as it would be
very beneficial for the
local economy.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Inflation in Pa-
kistan mainly driven by
food prices spiked to
27.83% in the month
of August, reported on
Saturday.

The rate of infla-
tion is continuously on
the rise in Pakistan.
According to the Pa-
kistan Bureau of  Sta-
tis tics , inf lation in-
creased by 1.72% in
the month of August.

Inflation rose to
27 .38% during a pe-
riod from July to Au-
gust. During this pe-
riod, prices of toma-
toes increased by
75.3%, spices by

16.9%, eggs by
16 .2%, and sugar by
9%.

In a week, the
rate  of  sugar has in-
creased by Rs11.54
per kg. The maximum
price of sugar has in-
creased to Rs 190 per
kg. In August, the
prices of Daal Mash
and dry milk increased
by 5.5%, wheat prod-
ucts by 5%, potatoes
by 4.3%, rice by 2.6%,
liquid fuel by 14.6%,
motor fuel  by 8.2%,
electricity charges by
1.37%, transport fares
by 22% ,and postal
charges by 20%.

According to the

PBS, the  Sens itive
Price Index for  the
week ended on 31s t
August, 2023 in-
creased by 0.54%.

Major increase is
observed in the prices
of  food items, sugar
(7.17%), Gur (2.11%),
pulse Masoor
(1.50%), and pulse
Mash (1.39%).

Non-food items:
gents sandal
(15.01%), LPG
(3.92%), lawn printed
(2.36%), long cloth
(2.22%), and Match
Box (1.07%).

On the  other
hand, a decrease is
observed in the prices

of tomatoes (3.36%),
bananas (2.49%), on-
ions (2.01%), chicken
(1.23%), garlic
(0.58%), vege table
Ghee 2.5 kg (0.31%),
vegetable Ghee 1 Kg
(0.19%) and mustard
oil (0.04%).

During the week,
out of 51 items, prices
of 20 (39.22%) items
increased, 08
(15 .68%) items de-
creased and 23
(45.10%) items re-
mained stable.

The year-on-year
trend depicts an in-
crease of 24.39%,
wheat  flour
(126.26%), gas

charges for Q1
(108.38%), cigarettes
(101.29%), sugar
(94.06%), tea Lipton
(93.94%), rice basmati
broken (89.04%), chil-
ies powder (86.05%),
rice Irri-6/9 (81.82%),
gur (67 .02%), gents
sponge chappal
(58.05%), gent sandal
(53.37%), salt powder
(49.09%), bread
(45 .42%), and pow-
dered milk (43.44%),
while decrease is ob-
served in the prices of
onions (57.06%), to-
matoes (48.77%),
electricity for Q1
(21.96%) and pulse
Masoor (9.04%).

Hot, humid
weather ex-

pected in most
plain areas of

country
I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Mainly hot and
humid weather is  ex-
pected in plain areas of
the country during the
next twelve hours.

However, rain and
wind with thunder-
shower is expected at
isolated places in up-
per Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a ,
Pothohar region,
Is lamabad, Kashmir
and Gilgit-Baltistan.

Temperature of
some major cities re-
corded on Saturday
morning.

Sindh interim
govt to promote

IT sector as much
as possible:

Younus Dagha
KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Caretaker Minister for
Finance, Revenue and
Planning & Development
Muhammad Younus
Dagha has said that the
interim provincial gov-
ernment will promote the
IT sector as much as
possible.   This was
stated by him while
speaking after inaugu-
rating the 23rd ITCN Asia
Summit

Xinjiang to deepen medical
cooperation with Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
China Xinjiang's region
will deepen
cooperation with Paki-
stan in medical field,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Saturday.

Recently, Senator
Rana Mahmood-ul-
Hassan and his delega-
tion visited Xinjiang
Medical University and
had a symposium with
school president Haji
Akber Aisa to further
strengthen exchanges
and cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and
Xinjiang Medical Uni-
versity in the fields of
education and scientific
research. "In our previ-
ous exchange with BRI
countries, we learned
that they are very inter-
ested in traditional Chi-
nese medicine(TCM), in-

cluding Uygur, Kazak
and Mongolian medi-
cine," said Haji Akber
Aisa. 

Xinjiang Medical
University’s medical ex-
changes with BRI coun-
tries started long ago,
but there is a lack of a
platform for all-round
medical cooperation. 

Earlier this year, at
the first session of the
14th National People's
Congress (NPC), Haji
Akber Aisa put forward
the proposal of carrying
out an action plan for
BRI medical science and
technology innovation. 

Strengthening ex-
changes of international
medical talent and build-
ing a bridge for mutual
learning are important
parts of the plan. At the
symposium, the two

sides had in-depth dis-
cussions on education
policies, student ex-
changes and other as-
pects.  They also
planned to build a plat-
form for international
education cooperation,
further strengthening
cooperation in scientific
research, exchange of
teachers and joint train-
ing of students.

“Our university has
30 years of experience in
international education,
with a mature system
covering undergraduate
and postgraduate
stages.  We have culti-
vated about 1,200 Paki-
stani students. In the fu-
ture, we will strengthen
interschool cooperation
with Pakistan and col-
laborate in medical quali-
fication examinations. 

PTI chief's bail
plea in cipher

case adjourned
till Sept 4

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The hearing on PTI
chairman's bail applica-
tion in the cipher case
was adjourned till Sep-
tember 4.

Judge of the court
established under Spe-
cial Secrets Act Abul
Hasnaat Zulqarnain con-
ducted hearing on PTI
chairman's bail applica-
tion in the cipher case.

According to
sources, Babar Awan
and Salman Safdar, the
lawyers of PTI chairman,
advanced arguments on
the bail application.
Salman Safdar said the
lawyers of PTI chairman
should not be obstructed
in Attock Jail.

Lawyers had to walk
one and a half kilometers
every time they went to
Attock Jail. A petition
has been filed against
the trial in Attock Jail.

During the hearing,
Shah Mahmood
Qureshi's lawyer Ali
Bukhari also appeared in
the court and said that
he would like to present
arguments on his client's
bail application today.

Sources said the
lawyers of PTI chairman
requested the court to
hear the arguments on
the bail plea today (Sat-
urday). However, FIA’s
special prosecutor op-
posed PTI lawyers’ re-
quest.

They said the spe-
cial prosecutor objected
to applications filed by
PTI's legal team in the
Islamabad High Court
and requested to ad-
journ the hearing on the
bail application.

ISLAMABAD: Cricket fans watch the Asia Cup 2023 one-day interna-
tional (ODI) match between Pakistan and India at Pallekele International
Cricket Stadium, on a screen in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Young girls cyclists from different schools and colleges
take part in an Adadi Cycle Rally in connection with the Defence Day cel-
ebration organized by Right to Play at Jinnah Avenue.

Report reveals dilemma of
840,000 Afghans awaiting re-
settlement assistance in US

W A S H I N G T O N
(INP): A recent report
by the  State
Department’s inspec-
tor general has shed
light on the plight of
over 840,000 Afghans
who have applied for
a rese ttlement pro-
gram aimed at assist-
ing those who sup-
ported the US war ef-
fort in Afghanistan.

This revelat ion
underscores the chal-
lenges and complexi-
ties  of a program in-
tended to provide ref-
uge for America’s al-
lies  in the  war-torn
nation, even as  the
Taliban regained con-
trol following the US
withdrawal two years

ago. The special immi-
grant visa program, ini-
tiated in 2009, was de-
signed to aid Afghans
who worked closely
with American forces,
often at great personal
risk. A similar program
exists for Iraqis. How-
ever, both programs
have faced cri ticism
for their sluggish pro-
cessing, leaving appli-
cants in a perilous state
of uncertainty. The
situation has become
more dire since the US
left Afghanistan, with
a staggering increase
in visa applications. In
October  2021 , there
were fewer than
30,000 applicants. By
December 2022, this

number had surged to
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
155,000, exc luding
family members who
can resettle with ap-
proved applicants . As
of April this year, the
State Department es-
timates that over
840,000 applicants for
the special visa pro-
gram and their family
members are st il l in
Afghanistan, awaiting
assistance. Notably,
only around 50 percent
of  applicants qualify
after the initial review.

Since President
Biden took office in
January 2021, the
State  Department has
issued nearly 34,000
visas for appl icants

and the ir families,
marking a significant
increase compared to
previous years. Efforts
to improve the pro-
gram have inc luded
hiring additional staff,
collaborating with the
Pentagon to verify ap-
plicants’ employment.
and streamlining cer-
tain appl icat ion re-
quirements. However,
the inspector general’s
report  sugges ts that
more can be done. It
highlights issues  re-
lated to frequent turn-
over and vacancies in
key positions oversee-
ing the special immi-
grant visa process,
emphasizing the need
for continuity.

QUETTA: Vice Chancellor of the Univedrsity of Balochistn Dr.Shafiq-ul-Rehman administering the
oath newly elected President Kaleemullah Baruch and office-bearer of Academia staff Association
University of Balochistan.
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Businessmen vow to continue pro-
tests till power tariff hike withdrawal

Development of SAARC
countries linked with durable

peace: Iftikhar Ali

Extra running time of trains in time-
table cost millions to national exchequer

Thousands of devotees to
attend annual Urs of Data

Ganj Bakhsh

KARACHI  (INP):  The Fed-
eration of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce & Industry’s
Businessmen Panel (BMP)
has pledged to carry on pro-
tests until government with-
draws unprecedented hike in
power bills and rising fuel cost.

The FPCCI’s Business-
men Panel (BMP) Chairman
Mian Anjum Nisar stated that
the inflated power bills tr ig-
gered country-wide protests,
demanding that the government
to  abolish imposed taxes on
electricity, saying that increase
in electricity bills is unbearable
and demanded relief from the
government.

In July, the then federal
cabinet gave its go-ahead to a
massive increase in the base
tariff of electrici ty by up to
Rs7.50 per unit against the na-
tional average tariff determi-
nation of Rs4.96 by the power
regulator  National  Elec tric
Power Regulatory Authority.
The regulator had hiked the
tariff to increase revenue col-
lect ion for the loss-making
power distribution companies
during the current fiscal year.
According to a Nepra state-
ment, the revised national av-
erage tariff for the 2023-24 fis-
cal year has been determined
at  Rs29.78 per unit kWh,
which is Rs.4.96 per unit higher
than the previously determined
national average tar iff of
Rs24.82.

While the regulator cited
the rupee’s devaluation, high
inflation and interest rates, the
addition of new capacities and
overall low sales growth as
reasons behind the increase, it
was actually hiked to meet one
of the conditions set by the In-
ternational Monetary Fund of
introducing structural reforms
in the energy sector. He said
that the applicable tariff would
be much higher after including
surcharges, taxes , duties and
levies , besides  monthly and
quarterly adjustments.

Anjum Nisar  said that
IPPs were earning huge prof-
its in dollars, but the businesses

were  badly suffering due to
exorbitant power tariffs and the
rising cost of doing business.
He said that PPAs in Pakistan
had made energy cost highest
in the region and stressed that
to save the industry, the gov-
ernment should renegotiate
PPAs with IPPs in the best
national interest.

He said that due to the sig-
nificant depreciation of rupee,
the import of industrial raw ma-
terials had become very expen-
sive which was pushing up the
production cost.

He stressed that the gov-
ernment should take urgent
measures to stabilize the value
of rupee in order to save the
industry from further troubles.

The Chairman BMP said
that ins tead of hiking the
power tariffs, the government
should focus on controlling the
transmission and distribution
losses and power theft besides
improving the performance of
power companies to save the
consumers from further  bur-
den.

The business community
was of the view that the gov-
ernment could mobilize the re-
quired resources through in-
creasing the number of taxpay-
ers, reducing line losses  and
power thef t, and ending ex-
emptions to narrow the fiscal
deficit instead of increasing the
power tariff.

He said the last increase
in power tariff left the indus-
trial sector, particularly the ex-
port indus try like  text ile,
uncompetitive in comparison to
regional competitors. This may
lead to the loss of more export
orders and render many more
people jobless.  Despite the tar-
iff surge, he said, power com-
panies would not be able to
recover the targeted revenue
loss of around 28-30%. At the
same time, it will force many
consumers to stop paying their
bills, which have become un-
bearable.

Anjum Nisar asked the
government to undertake fun-
damental reforms in the power

sector to make electricity af-
fordable. Besides, the govern-
ment should launch a crack-
down on the habitual power bill
defaulters like putting them
behind bars. He the latest in-
crease in power tariff would
prove counterproductive as it
has taken the cost of industrial
production up by at least 30%
or more in one month. He
pointed out that a large num-
ber of  indus trial  units  had
closed down in the past one
year due to the government’s
strategy to cool the overheated
economy. Not a single com-
pany is operating at 100% pro-
duction capacity these days.

The BMP Chairman ob-
served that the rising interest
rates, the  uncertain rupee
value , soar ing fue l pr ices,
higher gas and power tariffs,
and unabated food inflation
were extremely serious issues
that needed to be addressed by
the government on a priority
basis. He said that since the
arrival of the caretaker gov-
ernment dollar has gone out of
control. The new finance min-
ister should call  of  the real
stakeholders to finalize policies,
suggesting the  institutions
which are getting free electric-
ity and petrol should be ended.

FPCCI former pres ident
stressed that the government
should change the basic tariff
of IPPs in rupee instead of US
dol lars as this change would
save billions of rupees of the
national exchequer and provide
electricity at affordable cost to
the trade and industry, making
our export competitive in the
international market. Similarly,
the profits of the IPPs should
also be paid in local currency
instead of US dollars, he said.

Mian Anjum Nisar said
that they cannot compete with
the international market in the
current price of electricity, it is
impossible to do business in the
current conditions and busi-
nesses are closing down, the
government should focus on
alternative sources of energy
to provide.

ISLAMABAD  (INP): At
transcendental practice in Pa-
kistan Railways has been no-
ticed as  trains  having least
stops, additional section speed
arr ive at destination in more
time against those having more
stops and less section speed.

Despite repair of the rail-
way track and increase in sec-
tion speed, the trains were tak-
ing more time than the sched-
ule time raising a question mark
on performance of the offic-
ers responsible for making time
table besides resulting in addi-
tion fuel consumption causing
loss of millions of rupees to the
national exchequer.

During a research con-
ducted by INP News Agency,
it was revealed that though
condition of railway tracks has
been improved besides en-
hancing the section speed but
despite all this, the trains ar-
rive at the dest inat ion with
hours of delays.  The Railway
Headquarter and Division held
each other responsible for con-
stituting the time table of trains
and avoided to disclose the rea-
sons for delay of trains.

Time table of  trains with

special focus on Mehar Ex-
press, Thal Express and Attock
Passenger having same route
from Bisal  Junction to
Daudkhel extended over  121
kilometers, was scrutinized
during the investigation

At the time of constituting
time table, the section speed
from Bisal to Jand was 50 ki-
lometer and Jand to Daudkhel
was 40 kilometer per hour and
this section lying be tween
Attock and Kotri was named
as ML2. The running time of
Attock Passenger on 121 kilo-
meter Daudkhel to Bisal Junc-
tion with 12 stops is three hours
one minute , running time of
Thal Express with seven stops
is 3 hours and 42  minutes ,
while running time of Mehar
Express on the same track is 3
hours and 36 minutes.

In response to date shared
by INP with Peshawar Divi-
sion and PR Headquarter, they
denied that it was not true that
the train which has least stops
arrives the destination earlier
than other. The Peshawar Di-
vision was of the opinion that
Thal Express has 10 coaches
while Attock Railcar has seven

coaches due to which Attock
passenger despite having more
stops takes less time to reach
the destination.

However, the PRs Engi-
neers turned down the opinion
saying that number of coaches
of passenger trains having
same section speed don’t af-
fect the running time and dif-
ference of 42 minutes was be-
yond recognition.

Dur ing scrut iny of
Rawalpindi Division’s Golara-
Bisal junction extended over 76
kilometer, it was learnt that the
section speed of the train was
70 kilometer per hour. As per
Pakistan Rai lways official
website  when you travel  on
said route through Mehar Ex-
press, it takes 1 hour and 16
minutes to reach the destina-
tion.  Though Rawalpindi Di-
vision has removed all speed
restrictions other than one on
the respective track, official
running time of Mehar Ex-
press between Golra Sharif and
Bisal Junction is 1 hour and 33
minutes. The official running
time of Kohat Express on the
same track is 1 hour and 34
minutes.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Former President  SAARC
Chamber of  Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) Iftikhar Ali
Malik has said that economic
growth, prosperity, and devel-
opment for  all countries of
South Asia is linked with du-
rable peace in region.

While chairing a vir tual
conference titled ‘The role of
Afghanistan for durable peace
in the region’ here on Sunday,
he said, “South Asia has long
been plagued by instability and
conflicts that have hindered the
region’s progress and poten-
tial.”

Iftikhar  Ali Malik said,
“One of the major concerns
contributing to this instability
has been the presence of ter-
rorist  sanctuaries on Afghan
soil, which have posed a se-
vere threat not only to Afghani-
stan but to neighboring coun-
tries, including Pakistan.”

“Counter-terrorism coop-
erat ion and collaborat ion
closely with regional and inter-
national stakeholders , espe-
cially Pakistan, to eliminate ter-
rorist  sanctuaries on Afghan
soi l, can help eradicate the
breeding grounds for extrem-

ist elements and bring about
much-needed stabili ty,” he
added.

About economic integra-
tion, he said, “We must em-
brace economic integration ini-
tiatives within the South Asian
region and enhanced economic
cooperation can create an en-
vironment conducive to peace,
prosperi ty, and development
for all.”

Former President SCCI
said being trade leader of South
Asia he firmly believed that by
taking these steps, the Afghan
Taliban government could play
a pivotal role in shaping a more
secure and prosperous South
Asia, as this, in turn, would fos-
ter economic growth, improve
living standards, and create a
brighter future for all nations
in the region.

“We remain committed to
supporting any positive efforts
towards peace and develop-
ment in South Asia and are
hopeful that, Afghanistan can
become a beacon of hope and
stability for the entire region.”

Iftikhar Ali  Malik hoped
that Afghanistan would flush
out all armed militants’ sanc-
tuaries on their soil.

LAHORE  (INP): The three-
day 980th Urs of Hazrat Ali
Hajveri, popularly known as
Data Ganj Bakhsh, will begin
on September 5 at his shrine in
Lahore. Thousands of devo-
tees from across Pakistan and
abroad are expected to attend
the annual festivities.

The Urs will start with a
traditional 'chaddar' laying cer-
emony at the shrine.

The Auqaf  Department
has made elaborate arrange-
ments for the devotees, includ-
ing langar (free food), mehfil-
e-naat (rel igious gatherings),
qawali (Suf i music), and
tableghi (spiritual) programs.

Walkthrough gates and
CCTV cameras  have also
been ins tal led ins ide  and
around the shrine to ensure
security. The district adminis-
tration has also taken all nec-
essary measures to maintain
peace and order during the
Urs.

The department has final-
ized some specific arrange-
ments for the devotees as free
Langar. The Auqaf  Depar t-
ment will provide free food to

the devotees at the shrine.
Mehfil-e-Naat: Religious

gatherings will be held at the
shr ine, where famous naat
khawan (poets who recite
naats, or poems in praise of the
Prophet Muhammad) will per-
form.

Sufi music programs will
also be held at the shrine.

Spiritual gatherings will be
held at the shrine, where ulema
(Islamic scholars) will give lec-
tures and guidance to the devo-
tees . Security: Walkthrough
gates and CCTV cameras
have been installed inside and
around the shrine to ensure
security.

The district administration
has also taken all  necessary
measures  to  maintain peace
and order during the Urs.

The Urs is a major reli-
gious event in Pakistan, and it
is expected to attract a large
number of devotees. The ar-
rangements made by the Auqaf
Department and the district ad-
ministration are aimed at en-
suring that the devotees have
a safe and enjoyable exper i-
ence .

Promoting religious
tourism govt’s top

priority: PTDC
ISLAMABAD (INP): Pro-
moting re ligious tourism in
country is top priority of the
government for which it has
made various measures so that
the sector can be help in re-
viving the national economy.

Spokesman of Pakistan
Tourism Development Corpo-
ration (PTDC) said that a total
of 480 tourist destinations ex-
ist in the country, out of which
120 are religious sites.

Pakistan is blessed with
multiple religions such as Islam,
Sikhism, Buddhism and due to
its magnificent blend of cultural,
religious and natural tourism
opportunities, he added.

The spokesman further
stated that almost 0.9 million
international tourists visit the
recreational and historical sites
across the country annually.

The government was im-
proving the law and order situ-
ation to attract the immense
number of tourists coming from
various countries as religious-
based tourism is flourishing and
attracting different communi-
ties, he said. It is important to
realize that re ligious beliefs
and pract ices are sacrosanct
to their followers. Acknowl-
edging.

Sugar price shoots
to Rs220 per kg

QUETTA  (INP): Sugar price
spiked to  a record high of
Rs220 per kg in retail markets
of Balochistan.

The sugar that was earlier
being sold at Rs200 suddenly
recorded a Rs20 per kg rise in
Balochistan to reach an all-time
record high of Rs220.

The commodity’s whole-
sale price is Rs210 per kg in
the province , while  a 50-kg
sack has reached Rs10,500, the
market sources said. Accord-
ing to dealers, the price of the
commodity increased after the
supply of sugar got suspended
as vehicles got stuck on the na-
tional highways after the sus-
pension of permits. The sud-
den rise in sugar prices has
added to the misery of  the
people who are  already bear-
ing the brunt of inflation. Ear-
lier sources claimed that the
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustries ruled out the shortage
of sugar in Pakistan The clari-
fication came after  sources
claimed that Pakistan is seek-
ing to import sugar from Bra-
zil. The sources within the min-
istry said Pakistan has suffi-
cient stock of sugar more than
2 million metric tons, which is
sufficient for the country’s use
until December.

Adnan Abbas, a Pakistani student from Harbin University of Science and Technol-
ogy in Hailongjiang Province, northeastern China, can be seen.

QUETTA: Nazma of Jamaat-e-Islami Balochistan Shazia Abdulla
speaks during a press conference.

QUETTA: Activists of Qandil Human Rights Development hold a protest in favor
of their demands in front of Press Club.


