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Over 200 Balochistan Govt vehicle still with
former ministers, advisers

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Over 200 vehicles owned by the
Balochistan government are still with former pro-
vincial ministers, advisers, and parlamentary sec-
retaries. “Former lawmakers are reluctant to return

vernment’s vehicles”, a well-placed source in the

alochistan government told Daily Quetta Voice.
He requested anonymity because of the sensitivity
of the matter.

So far, former provincial ministers have returned

45 vehicles to the Services and General Administra-
tion Department (S&GAD), anofficer ofthe depart-
ment mentioned. He stated, that six ministers were
still reluctant to return official vehicles to the
S&GAD.

mentary secretaries managed to get official vehicles
from officers including secretaries, managing direc-
tors, project directors, etc. in their respecnve de-
artments, the officer narrated. The former
B Kept these vehicles in their naive towns and
tried to keep them until the general elections. The
Election Commission of Pakistan must ask the
Balochistan government to make sure of the recov-
ery of official vehicles e early as possble so that
the vehicles cannot be used in elections, three key
sources inthe civil secretariat told Dal]yQuem Voice.

A caretaker minister is yet
to get a bulletproof vehicle
from the former mini

S&GAD provides 3 vehicles to
each minister officially
flicially, every mmlsl]e)r is entitled to get three

vehxles from the the officer revealed.
However, most ofthe isters, advisers and parlia-

The number of vehicles can be more than what is
reported by this Daily. There was no word from the
former lawmakers wit regard toofficial vehicles. One of
the caretaker ministers who also requested anonymity
said that his bulletproof vehicle was witha former minis-
ter. The former minister is not handing over the vehicle to
me, the caretaker minister lamented.

robbers kii '

Sakran area of Hub

Ilyas Kamboh:

HUB: Police claimed to have
killed three robbers in the Sakran
area of Hub on Monday morning.
Police sources said the robbers

There was an exchange of fire be-
tween robbers and the police. The
exchange of fire left three robbers
dead.

The dead bodies were shifted to
the Jam Mir Ghulam Qadir Khan

Customs personnel allegedly killed

a young man in Quetta

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Customs personnel allegedly opened fire
and killed a_ young man in the city’s Imdad Chowk
area on Monday morning. The charge was vehe-
mently denied by the custons officials. However,
friends and family members accused the customs
officials of opening an unprovoked fire and killing
the young man on the spot. “Customs officials
opened fire and killed my relative Qasam Agha on
the spot”, a young reltive of the victim standing
on the spot of the mcident told reporters. However,
the customs spokesman said smugglers opened fire
on customs officials in the morning when they (cus-
toms) tried to stop a truck loaded with smuggled
goods. The dead body of the young man was
shified to the civil hospital Quetta. A large number
of people reached the hospital. “We want justice
and action must be taken against the responsible
customs officials”™, Syed Abdg:ﬂah another relative
of the victim demanded.

Customs unaware about the
killing
The customs officials however rejected the

were engaged in incidents of rob-
beries when a police party reached
the spot.

Hospital Hub. However, the police
party remained safe during the ex-
change of fire.

family’s version and said that the sn‘uggler sitting
in a private car opened fire on them “We are not
aware of the killing of any person”, the Spokes-
man Customs said. He said they had only seen
this news on social media.

Balochistan Caretaker Information Minister, Jan
Achakzai said the Chief Minister Ali Mardan Domki
has already taken notice of the incident. He said the
incident would be investigated by the provincial
government.

Police officials also reached the spot and
started an investigation into the incident. No first
information report was registered against the re-
sponsible personnel till the filing of this report.

Negotiations held between the victim’s
relatives and customs officials

However, a well-placed customs official told
Daily Quetta Voice that the victim’s family members
and customs reached a reconciliation. He said the
collector of customs Balochistan and other senior
officers held negotiations with the family members
of the victim and reached a reconciliation. He pre-
ferred not to share the details about the reconcilia-
tion.

News Desk:

ISLAMABAD: The closing ceremony of
the Pakistan-KSA “Joint Exercise in
Counter Terrorism domain AL BATTAR-
I” was held at Cherat, the military’s me-
dia wing said on Monday.

The two-week-long exercise com-
menced on 22 August 2023 with the par-
ticipation of Special Forces contingents
from two brotherly countries, the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR) said.

His Excellency Mr. Nawaf Saeed Al
Malkiy, the Ambassador of the Kingdom

Pakistan-KSA joint Exercise
in Counter Terrorism do-
main held at Cherat

of Saudi Arabia in Pakistan and along with
senior military leadership witnessed the
final day activities of the exercise.

Combat Aviation along with the Spe-
cial Forces ofboth countries displayed
their professional excellence. The Exer-
cise concluded with the Fly Past.

The exercise was aimed at further har-
nessing the historic military-to-military re-
lations between both brotherly countries,
including nurturing of joint employment
concept against counter-terrorism and
identifying areas of mutual interest for fu-
ture military collaborations.

About economic integration, he
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According to Climate mate change. Many
hange Performance I times this province has
dex (CCPI), Pakistan is faced different types of
the 5th most vulnerable natural disasters due to
Balochistan needs motorway |&5.n™5 " e danee: prowa
s e change. Pakistan will is the major threat to
not a mllllStl‘y face a $26 billon annual Balochistan as Barkan
Editorial : loss. The greenhouse the district of
—_— gas emissions of Paki- Balochistan faced a pro-
Ba]lochgla’n:cods xAmclongm n&l:Pmm_ll;xryml‘hcfcdcralcabmctdasdcmandm bﬁ‘hc stan are 0.7% which is longed drought of 22
ruling Balochistan Awami Part; ). e ruling party expressed reservations about Y i 5 g

its share i the federal cabinct during its lwmakers” meeting chared by the chief | nearly negligble. Green- - months from 1999 to
‘minister, Ali Mardan Domki The party demanded a fair share in the federal cabinetand | house gases are result- 2002, and Quetta experi-
mentioned nm it has sufficient representation in the Senate and National Assembly [ ing in the increase in enced severe droughts
(NA). Simply, the party demands another federal ministry. The track record shows | temperature ofthe planet - in 2000, 2004, and 2008.
ministries offer no panacea to the ills of Balochistan. In fact, Balochistan that covers | earth, During this monsoon
half of the country in terms of the area has not a single kilometer motorway. Although, Pakistan received season, Balochistan
most parts of the country connected through motorways from Islamabad to Peshawar, | v " paineail in this faced ’l floods i
Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad, Sukkur, and other cities. Linking Balochistan with therest | N€avy ramnfall in this faced extreme floocs in
of the country through a motorway was not and is not on the radar of governments. | monsoon. The rainfall aimost every part of the
Construction of motorw ays across the country has reduced the s of masses in | was followed by extreme  province. The floods
Punjab, Sindh, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. However, Balochistan has not been on the | flash floods in many swept away dams and
agenda of rulers with regard to lhe construction of motorways to enable ts masses (o | parts of the country. The ~destroyed the buildings,
cover long distances in short i 3 provinces Khyber houses, roads, and

nalist partners also fail to construct a motorway uses, .
an..h,n allies of former ruling Pakistan Muslim League (N) failed to launch | 22khtun khwa(KPK), bridges in Balochistan,

construction of a motorway in Balochistan despite having cordialrelations with former | Sindh, and Balochistan KPK, and Sindh. The
Flclmcr Nawaz Sharif. Similarly, chief minister Ali Mardan Domki has repeatedly | particularly received communication links
lamented that the province has not a single kilometer motorway. But, he 1s yet to |heavy rainfall and were destroyed by the
mount pressure on the federal government to convince it to launch the construction of | floods. Till now most merciless waves of the
the motorway. Motorway. for the people of Balochistan, scems to be day-dreaming | damages are recorded i flash floods. This re-
since the Quetta-Karachi highway, commonly called the “killer W ay as not been .

expanded. and work on is dulizafion s yot to be commenced. The RCD highway i a | the Balochistan prov- — sulted in the breakdown

one-lane road that has heavy traffic as it connects the capital cities of two provinces. | lC€- of physical communica-
Since its construction by Iran and Turkey under the banner of RCD, it has never been | Balochistan is the tion between the prov-
improved, although the fraffic has greatly ncreased on this road. Morcover, the lack of inces. The provinces

motorway police, except at some spots, is yet another cause of concern. Thereareno | most vulnerable  faced food shortages, as
amkb by the traffic controlling agencies on the 813km highway. Vehicle papers and . . allofthe roads were bro-
driving licenses are not checked, while there is no action against those who viokte the  t0 climate change: v
safety rules. The ruling BAP must come up with a demand for the construction of s ———————— ken and the bridges col-
motorway to address e long-standing demand of the people of Balochistan. Indeed, Balochistan is the lapsed. Train service was
this would be a great service (o the peopk. For the foderal government, it must demon.  most vulnerable prov- also suspended due to
strate responsibilty to turn its words into action and bring Balochistan at par with ince of Pakistan to cli- the collapse of a bridge
other parts of the country.

Vulnerability of Balochistan Pakistan to Climate Change

Syed Muhammad Qasee

The provincial govern-
ment must ensure zero
encroachment in the wa-

in Bolan, a district of floods.  The floods
Balochistan. Punjab is claimed many precious
also facing smog and human lives. Most of
heatwave as a result of them were children, .
climate change. Some- - women, and aged men Pakistan as a
times the density of The provincial govern- o
smog becomes sm}i’ high mcnlpand Fedcrgal gov- developmg 00“11‘1}’
as the transportation  ermment seemed Jery needs the coopera-
system remains sus- Wweak to cope with i
pindcd even for days. situation. Bglochislan‘s tf““ of the Imer!m'
Balochistan  government called for tional community:
the Pakistan Miltary to =~ — 5 —

totally para-  be stationed in the dif , _PaKisan's cconomy

is mainly based on agri

lyzed due to  Erenifoodaficied o culre’ and elimate
flood der to bandle the un- G112 is adversely af

fecting its crops. Climate
change is having an im-
act_on the seasonal

. .. wanted incidents. The
dmf’l;:d ?{;",f.ﬁ Waves National Disaster Man-
IR, 48, S 0ty S
primary source of icome - provincial Disaster Man-  longer and winters il
for Balochistan’s 85 per- 3 " ¢ m ¢ n t bcgshoncr Pakistan is
cent population i agri- - Ayghority(PDMA) need — economically weak and it
cultural. Floods de- 1o make disaster man- s difficult for the coun-
stroyed crops on large soement plans to handle try to fghl climate
scale, and people faced guch situations, It change. As a developing
economic issues. Life in  gpoud highly train its country, it has limited re-
the province was totally - ¢y lovees so that hu- Sources and poverty is
paralyzed as it faced a b 0 caved,  spread all over the coun-
prolonged Sui gas sus- Dams must be bult on Y- The average dail
pension, no_clectricity, a emergency bases to pre-  NCOMe of more than hal
shortage of food items, ventfloods and store ©f the population is
and no mobile network. water for drought-lke 2round 2 dollars. The
The government an. Vg (OIS highest emitiers  of
nounced 7 days holiday Sruction work should Srecouse gases are
for all educational instk b strictly supervised to corcloned countries. In-
twtions in the province, v ol conatruc. oeonel only 10 cour
due to the continuous (on aualty of the dams, LcS Smit 68 percent o
on quality of the dams. — the greenhouse gases.
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Breathtaking Florence A sorry incident

By Abbas Nasir

IT is the holiday season Riviera, making the night did not care much for centre, to a very warm| WHAT purpose do rape
in Europe, and which stop in Nice at an over- rules, but the police over welcome by our gener- | scenes serve on screen?
traveller hasn’t read priced hotel with unhelp- the years have ticketed ous hostéss, Maria | Are they necessary to
endless articles singing ful, almost rude staffl We them into submission. Serena, and her hus- | plot points, when most
the praises of the so- were tired, so picked up Italy today is said to band, Guido. Withinmin- | of the studies show their
phisticated French cui- some wraps/sandwiches have the largest numbers utes, we were made to | harmful impact and how,
sine and lambasting Itk froma delifora quickbite  of speed cameras in Eu- feel at home. as Laura Hudson wrote
ian drivers for their in- before going to sleep. rope. My partner and | in Wired in 2015, they
sane antics on the roads, They were poor value for Driving today on soulmate of 30 years, | feed “into real-life mis-
including highways? ~ morey and quite bland. Ttalian motorways ap- Carmen, wrote this brief | conceptions  about

Having flown into The following morn-  pears safer than in background note for our | sexual assault that are
Rome on a work-related ing, we set off on the i France and possibly daughters and I, and it is | often used to deprive
visit fordcoup]c ofdays nal day of this leg of the Spain, with the latter shared here it with you | rape survivors of legiti-
25 years ago, my own journcy. I was temptedto  having picked up bad to get a sense of exhik- | macy or justioe™
cxpcncncc of the Italian ‘make a pit stop in Mo- Frenc %l habits such as ration Florence brings to I thought of this
drivers was very limited, naco, but nearing the jumping lanes to over- you. “If youlove art, it is | while reading the reac-
apart from the fact that exit, saw the kind of cars  take without as much as casy to fall prey to the | tions on socil media on
they seemed a jolly that were headed there a perfunctory ghnce at Stendhal Syndrome: that | Monday about a new
bunch. I don’t recall any and kept driving for fear the rearview/door mir- physical euphoria, some- | drama, Hadsa (incident),
particularly dangewm of getting an inferiority rors to check ifa fast- times with lethal conse- | which is/ isn’t based on
manoeuvres.  They complex entering the moving vehick is akeady quences, that the beaw- | the gang rape of a
loved to drive fast but principality in my two- approaching in the fast tiful and plentiful works | woman in September
not unsafely. year-old VW Golf com+  lane. Our first taste of the of legendary creative | 2020.

After we finalised pact. Within a short mind-blowing Italian masters of Florence pro- Tasked my editorifT
our holiday plan for this drive, we were driving food came during a voke in certain people. | could write about why
year, I read up on driv- past Gema on the Ital- motorway service area, “Whether it is the | dramas need to show
ing in ltaly. Believe me, ian Riviera and the in- where our experience is unattainable perfection | sexual violence against
not one piece made me  sane Italian driver was that one always has to of Michelangelo’s David | women and what impact
feel comfortable about nowhere to be seen. The pay over the odds for in the Galleria dell| fictionalised stories of
driving several hundred ~ French tailgate you even pretty mediocre food. Academia, or the vibrat- | real incidents have on
kilometres over a two- when the overtaking lane  We ordered three sand- ing scenes of absolute | societal attitudes, but
week period. We left our is deserted, pulling out wiches; two vegetarian beauty in Botticelli’s | then this controversy
current home in Spain into it at the last minute  and one with meat. The most celebrated worksat | took a new turn and
exactlya week ago where  when you are sure they warm, freshly made the Uffizi Gallery, The | Hadsa was banned.
we live in a small coastal are going to crash into pamm were mind- Birth of Venus and Before writing this
town between Valencia you. The Italian drivers blowingly good; so full Spring, a normal human | picce, I watched a few
and Alicante. on the twisting mountain of flavour and very rea- ~being fecks overwhelmed | episodes before weigh-

The first day’s drive highway with dozens of sonably priced. Thenon, and insignificant. “Flo- | ing in. Hadiqa Kiani
north  some 600 tunnels always seemed it’s been juicy Tuscan rence takes your breath | plays a progressive,
kilometres along the sea to maintain a safe, com-  steaks, pastas, pizzas awayevery few seconds. | strong-willed, fierce fe-
brought us to the first fortable distance, and if and you name it. Por- Patronised by the Medici | male rok I rarely see on
overnight stop at my they wished o overtake, ~tions are generous and family, an astonishing | TV. She’s an unapolo-
brother-in-law’s farm-  they moved into the cor-  the food is just so full of number of creative ge- | getic feminist. She is
house in the serene rect lane well ahead of flavour. We arrived in niuses, flourished over | sexually assaulted on a
Catalonia hills, over- the manoeuvre. I was Florence at an Airbnb more than a hundred | motorway, and I under-
looking from a distance baffled how stercotypi- apartment that is part of years in the Tuscan capi- | stand how upsetting
the seaside resort town cal most published ac- a fair-sized Tuscan tal, bringing to the world | that must be to the sur-
of Roses, about 15 min- counts of Italian drivers home, a former farm- some of the most beauti- | vivor of rape, who
utes from the border. have been. My wife, who house, with lush green ful and celebrated art | reached out to a journal-

The next day, we travelled by car to Italy grounds, barely a 15- and literary works ever | ist to share her anguish.
drove along the French in the 1980s, says they minute drive to the city produced. There is no responsible
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By Muna Khan
way to show rape. feel like entertainm-e--nt  bad: or eke, they think
The producers and onscreen. We must con-  you are,” Roxane Gay
Kiani have denied their demn shows where the wrote in her book Not
drama is about the use of sexual violence is That Bad.
motorway case, but exploitative and gratu- I know flommy time
many folks are not buy- itous. The entertainment  in the newsroom how
ing it. This provided an ind-ustry has profited hard it is to get staff to
opportunity for debate from the pain of survi- report on the sexual vio-
on a host of issues re- vors — all for the sake lence man--ner, minus
garding the portrayal of of ratings or public words attached to
sexual violence and its awareness, when it’s just honour and minus judge-
survivors, and how much  regurgitating terrible ment. It is frustrating to
agency a survivor has to tropes and stercotypes, get them to jmt use the
their storkes being made like whether a woman's word ‘rape’, especially
public. Should audi- choice of clothing pro- when we have ada-pted
ences be warned about voked her rape. so many Eng-lish words
content? Should such However, as prob- into our reporting. There
content be zured atapar- lematic  as such is muchwork to be done.
ticular time" story-li-nes are, a ban is Perhaps the drama
Many Western not a response. This en-  industry needs to_own
crime shows on TV are forces a reglator’s con- up to it failings. They
often based on real [ife, trol on people’s choices. can read the massive
and come with warnings To shield folks from pain amount of literature on
about the nature of con- and trauma, many pro- how fictionalised rape
tent, and issue an “all gressive voices’ have  scenes impact survivors
persons fictitious” dis- landed in the same camp and audiences. One in
claimer. The American as the right wing, which three college men in an
show Law and Order routinely call for bans  American2015 study, for
SVU has fictionalised fa-  on content that does not ~ example, said they would
mous cases, fom Domi-  adhere to their moral rape women ifthey knew
nique Strauss-Kahn to code. To those who  they would not face con-
Bill Cosby, Michacl]ack lauded this decision, sequences. Here, not
sonto the 2015 case ofa know it is a temporary everyone is willing to
tanford student as- win. The same tools will agree on the definition of
saulting a girl when she soon be applied to other ~rape. I think rape can be
was unconscious. | ap-  storylines that suppos- used to make a big point
preciated the decision by~ edly harm Pakistan’s im-  about Pakistani society,
the producers of Delhi age in the workd. but I think we should
Crime not to show the Also, rapists (and close the lid on rape as a
sexual violence commit- their protectors) as well cinematic subject. This
ted on ‘Nirbhaya’, the as censors do the most should not be confused
name givento the woman harm to the country’s  with me calling for a ban.
gang-raped n 2012. The  image. Ifand when rape Bans serve no purpose.
true crime genre in audio ~ survivors speak up, they Just like rape scenes
and documentary is arc punished for doing serve no purpose. What
hugely popular. so. The legal system is does serve purpose is
None of this pre- stacked against them, complaints, critiques,
pares anyone for seeing they are portrayed as pressure groups, calls
asliver ofa resemblance  victims and powerless. for, and conversations
of themselves on screen.  “If you survive, you with, filmmakers, artists,
Rape should never have to prove it was that educators.

Power failure

PRESSURE is mounting elled by record inflation ~glaring inequity. Certain population census, s
on the caretaker govern- mostly the result of sectors are exempt from cured by the PDM gov-
ment and the establish- economic mismanage- additional electricity ernment from the Coun-  some of its sympa
ment on multiple fronts ment by governments in taxes, while several cat- cil of Common Interests hoping the establ; lsh—
— political, economic  the recent past. This has egories of state officials i its final days in power. ment will remedy this. In
and legal. Several devek  worsened people’s plight  receive preferential treat-  The ECP’s decision to any case, this has left
opments have fuelled in a deteriorating eco- mentby way offrecelec- delay general elections PML-N isolated as the
more uncertainty at a nomic environment and tricity. There cannot be and not specify a date only major party that
time when the country s bred widespread public a more telling example of prompch) speculation wants a delay in elec-
already in a tense and discontent. It was al- a policy that only privi- that the polls could be tions. This signals a lack
unsettled state. This has  ways a question of not if leges the elite wi 1£ pushed to February and  of confidence in its elec-
created the prospect of but when this discontent public pays the price. even beyond. Uncer- toral prospects, espe-
greater instability ahead. would spill over into the With the rise in petro- tainty was also fuelled cially after Shehbaz
conflation of crises streets. The spark was leum prices and more by installation of a gra- Sharif’s lacklustre ten-
could even push the provided by the exorbi painful measures ahead, tuitously large caretaker ure. The Supreme Court
country towards a tip- tant hike in utility rubh«, discontent is government that began Bar Association has filed

ping point. charges. These protests likely to intensify, not to act as if it were any- a constitutional petition

Nationwide street can snowball into wider dissipate. Already, cities thing but a short-dura- in the apex court that
protests by traders and social unrest if other is- across the country have tion arrangement. seeks suspension of the
members of the public sues of public grievance seena complete shutter- The election delay ECP decision to hold

over the sudden and ex- — there are many— kick  down strike by retail es- predictably provoked an elections on the new
cessive rise in electricity in. Such a potentially ex- tablishments in re- outcry from several po- census. It points to the
bills have confronted the plosive situation would sponse to a call by the litical parties, as well as  ECP’s responsibility to
government with a chal-  be beyond the interim traders’ ~association. .s convene elections within
lenge. It is now strug- government’s capacity Such strikes have obs 90 days of the
gling for a response that o control. When people ous economic conse- the PPP dcmandcd Assembly’s dissolution.
can qucl] the protests see no hoEc ofimprove- quences. Meanwhile, Cloctions within the 90~ The Bar CouncilofPaki-
but also not upend the ment in their economic political pressure is day time frame. The PPP  stan has made a similar
stand-by agreement with condition, it is hard to growing for elections to was party to the unani- demand. PTIand Jamaat-
the IMF, which provided douse the flames of their  be held in 90 days, mous CCl decisiononthe i Islami also filed peti-
the financial bailout the ~anger. What has contrib-  stipulated by the Consti- ~ digital census. Its latest tions in the top court
country needed to avert uted to public rage is the tution. Last month, the stance suggested it has seeking general elec-
a debt default. fact that they are being Election Commission of doubts on whether elec- tions withm 90 days as

While talks with asked to bear the burden Pakistan ruled this out tions will even be held mandated by Article
Fund representatives are of governance failures when it issued a sched- after completion of the 224(2) of the Constitu-
underway to find a way — mismanagement of ule indicating it needed delimitation process. Its tion. While a legal battle
toprovide ‘relief tocon- the power sector by four months for freshde- U-turn is also an effort looms, it also puts pres-
sumers, protests con- successive  govern- limitation of constituen- to distance itself fromits sure on the interim gov-
tinue across the country. ments, failure to dealwith cies, which it said it former coalition partner, ernment to weigh in on

These  protests its inefficiencies, and would complete in mid- PML-N. Acynicalexpla- this even though that
come on the back of a lack of reform. December. This followed nation is that PPP is decision is for its patrons
cost-of-living crisis fu- Added to this is a approval of the new mounting pressure in re- to take.

Burning bills
By Umair Javed

“Riots were triggered off and stagnant incomes; would ex--pect, are cata-
by soaring prices, by and a product of total strophic. Inflationary
malpractices, or by hun- frustration at the state pressure of the past four
ger. But these griovances  for violating its basic years had dh’éddy forced
operated within a popu- ~obligations towards citi- many people into all

lar consensus as to what zens. types of vicious trade-
were legitimate and what The deprivation offs. One would hear
were lllegmwle prac- story is straightforward: stories about families
tices. in Pakistan, nearly ev- being compelled to with-

P. Thompson’s in- eryone, except for a se- draw children out of fee-
fluential 1971 piece on lect few, has to pay for paying schools that had
food price and scarcity ~clectricity. Which is why, become unaffordable;
riots  documented a asdata ffomthe 2018-19 and salaried, middle-
deeper sense of norms Household Integrated class houscholds rely-

obligations found Economic  Survey ing on periodic assis-
within 18th-century En- shows, electricity bills tance from relatives and
glish society. It laid out are usually the third big- extended kin to make
what ordinary people gest expense for the av- ends meet. Belt-tighten-
thought the responsibil  erage Pakistani house- ing was already the norm
ity of different actors, in-  hold, after food and for everyone, except the
cluding the sovereign (or transport/fuel. extremely privileged top
the state), is supposed Four years ago, Ipc. The impactofa fresh
to be. The argument was when average electricity wave of electricity price
that protest and rioting tariffs were less than increase on top of this
is not just because of Rs20 per kWh, house- already bleak situation
hunger and deprivation, holds were spending leaves many with no
but also because there is  between 15t020 percent choice but to skip bill
a violation ofa moralre- of their monthly ex- payments, risk discon-
sponsbility on the part penses on electricity. nection, or come out on
of higher powers. He Today, the average price  the streets. Ifpart of this
called this the “moral of a unit of electricity is wave of protest is be-
economy of the poor”.  around Rs50 per kWh. cause of material depri-

Recent protests Incomes have not gone vation, a significant part
against exorbitantly high up by anywhere close to of it is also the steady
electricity bills in Paki- that amount, and so build-up of frustration at
stan can be understood most households are a state that expects its
from the same perspec- now spending close to  citizens to repeatedly
tive. They are a function 50pc of their monthly sacrifice themselves for
of the mass impoverish- expenditure merely to nothing in return. The
ment being caused by keep alight and a fanon. Pakistani public is not
relentless food inflation, The consequences alone in feeling this frus-
rising electricity tarifs, of this spike, as one tration.

About economic integration, he
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Extra running time of trains in time- | Hot, humid

P . weather ex-
table cost millions to national exchequer pected

ISLAMABAD speed but despite all lometer Daudkhel to ger trains having same | ISLAMABAD (INP):
(INP): At transcen- this, the trains arrive at  Bisal Junction with 12 section speed don’t af- Mainly hot and humid
dental practice in Pa- the destination with stops is three hours fect the running time | Weather is expected in
kistan Railways has hours of delays. The one minute, running and difference of 42 | Plain areas of the
been noticed as trains Railway Headquarter time of Thal Express minutes was beyond | country duringthe next
having least stops, ad- and Division held cach with seven stops is 3 recognition. twenty-four hours.
ditional section speed other responsible for hours and 42 minutes, During scrutiny of However, rain-
arrive at destination in constituting the time while running time of Rawalpindi Division’s | thunderstorm is ex-
more time against table of trains and Mehar Express on the Golara-Bisal junction | Pected at isolated
those having more avoided todisclosethe same track is 3 hours extended over 76 kilo- | Places in upper
stops and less section reasons for delay of and 36 minutes. meter, it was learnt Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
speed. trains. In response to that the section speed | Pothohar = region,
Despite repair of Time table of date shared by INP of the train was 70 ki- | 1Slamabad, Kashmir
the railway track and trains with special fo- with Peshawar Divi- lometer per hour. As | @1d Gilgit-Baltistan.
increase in section cusonMehar Express, sion and PR Head- per Pakistan Railways | Temperature of some
speed, the trains were Thal Express and quarter, they denied official website when | major cities recorded | Hen iy Sp Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar.
taking more time than Attock  Passenger thatit was not true that - youtravel on said route | O Sunday morning, -
the schedule timerais- having same route the train which has through Mehar Ex- -
inga question mark on from}%isal]unctiunm least stops arrives the press,git takes 1 hour BuSInessmen yow tO contlnue pro
performance of theof- Daudkhel extended destinationearlierthan and 16 minutes to O . . .
ficers responsible for over 121 kilometers, other. The Peshawar reach the destination. tes S tlll pOWCl' tarlff hlke Wlthdl'awal

making time table be- was scrutinized durmg Division was of the Though Rawalpindi

sides resultinginaddi-  the investigation opinion that Thal Ex- Division has removed | KARACHI * (INP):  determinedat Rs29.78  als had become very  to recover the targeted
tion fuel consumption At the time of press has 10 coaches all speed restrictions | The Federation of Pa- - per unit kWh, which is - expensive which was revenue  loss = o
causing loss of millions ~ constitutingtimetable, while Attock Railcar other than one on the | kistan Chambers of  Rs.4.96 per unit higher - pushing upthe produc- - around 28-30%. At

Commerce & thanthe previously de- tion cost. He stressed the same time, it will
Industry’s Business- termined national av- that the government force many consum-
men Panel (BMP) has erage tariff of should take urgent ers tostop payingtheir

of rupees to the na- thesectionspeedfrom has seven coaches respective track, offi-
tional exchequer. Bisal to Jand was 50 due to which Attock cial running time of
During a research  kilometer and Jand to  passenger despite hav- Mechar Express be-

conducted by INP Daudkhel was 40 kilo- ing more stops takes tween Golra Sharif glgiéfg u‘;’ﬁfgvyer‘:“_‘ Re2E82.  he regula e s 5 ?&?:'ehz.’; ills, which have be-
News Agency, it was meter per hour andthis less time to reach the and Bisal Junction is 1 ment withdraws un- tor cited the rupee’s order to save the in- Anjum Nisar

revealed that though section lying between destination. However, hour and 33 minutes.
condition of railway Attock and Kotri was the PRs Engincers The official rumning | o bilis and rising - tion and interest rates, troubles. The Chair- to undertake funda-
tracksdhas t.’zle" im- named as Ml}i Thi turned fjowﬂ'; the OPQ:' "m;"fKOha‘ Exl{)resls ?L?el cost. i the addition of new man BMP said that in- mental reforms in the
E"’V.e ,;5‘ s en- ",“““‘“g,"m”] 2'1“’1?. “’f‘““y‘gg 3;““"‘ g z‘fd‘";f“:‘?c o The  FPCCI's capacities and overall stead of hiking the power sector to make
ancing the section Passenger on 1- ol coaches of passen- hour NUtes- | Businessmen Panel low sales growth as power tariffs, the gov- electricity affordable.
3 N Thousands of (BMP)  Chairman reasons behind the in- ernment should focus Besides, the govern-
Mian Anjum Nisar crease, it was actually on controlling the ment should launch a
devotees to |stated that the inflated hiked to meet one of transmission and dis- crackdown on the ha-
attend annual | power bills triggered the conditions set by tribution losses and bitual power bill de-
country-wide protests, the International Mon- power theft besides faulters like putting
Urs of Data demanding that the etary Fundofintroduc- improving the perfor- them behind bars. He
Ganj Bakhsh | government to abolish  ing structural reforms mance of power com-  the latest increase in
imposedtaxesonelec- in the energy sector. panies to save the con- power tariff would
LAHORE  (INP): | tricity, saying that in- He said that the appli- sumers from further prove counterproduc-
The three-day 980th | crease in electricity cable tariff would be burden. The business tive as it has taken the
Urs of Hazrat Ali [ bills 5 unbearable and much higher after in- community was of the cost of industrial pro-
Hajveri, popularly | demanded relief from cluding surcharges, view that the govern- duction up by at least
known as Data Ganj | the government. taxes, duties and lev- ment could mobilize 30% or more in one
Bakhsh, will begin on In July, the then ies, besides monthly the requiredresources month. He pointed out
September 5 at his | federal cabinet gave and quarterly adjust- throughincreasing the that a large number of
shrine in  Lahore. | jts go-ahead to a mas- ments. Anjum Nisar number of taxpayers, industrial units had
Thousands of devo- [ sive increase in the said that IPPs were reducing line losses closed down inthe past
tees from across Pa- | base tariff of clectric- earning huge profitsin and power theft, and one year due to the
kistan and abroad are | jty by upto Rs7.50 per dollars, but the busi- ending exemptions to government’s strategy
expected to attend the [ unit against the na- nesses were badly suf- narrow the fiscal defi- to cool the overheated
annual festivities. tional average tariff feringdue to exorbitant cit instead of increas- economy. Not asingle
_ The Urs will start | determination  of power tariffs and the ing the power tariff. company is operating
with a traditional [ Rs4.96 by the power rising cost of doing He said the last in- at 100% production
‘chaddar' laying cer- | regulator National business. He said that crease in power tariff capacity these days.
emony at the shrine. | Electric Power Regu- PPAs in Pakistan had left the industrial sec- The BMP Chair-

The Auqaf De- | latory Authority. The made energy cost tor,particularly the ex- man observed that the
partment has made [ regulator had hiked the highest in the region port industry like tex- rising interest rates,
elaborate arrange- [ tariff to increase rev- and stressed that to tile, uncompetitive in the uncertain rupee
ments for the devo- | enuecollection forthe save the industry, the comparisontoregional value, soaring fuel
tees, including langar | loss-making power governmentshouldre- competitors. This may prices, higher gas and
(free food), mehfil-e- | distribution companies negotiate PPAs with lead to the loss of power tariffs, and un-
naat (religious gather- | during the current fis- IPPs in the best na- more export orders abated food inflation
ings), qawali (Sufi mu- | cal year. According to tional interest. He said and render many more were extremely seri-
sic), and tableghi (: aNeprastatement, the  that due to the signifi- people jobless. De- ous issues that needed
tual) programs. revised national aver- cant depreciation of spite the tariff surge, to be addressed by the

Walkthrough [ agetariffforthe 2023- rupee, the import of he said, power compa- government on a pri-
gates and CCTV cam- [ 24 fiscal year has been industrial raw materi- nies would not be able ority basis.
eras have also been in- —
stalled inside and
around the shrine to
ensure security. The
district administration
has also taken all nec-
essary measures to
mainfain peace and
order during the Urs.

The department
has finalized some spe-
cific arrangements for
the devotees as free
Langar. The Augaf
Department will pro-
vide free food to the
devotees at the shrine.

Mehfil-e-Naat:
Religious gatherings
will be held at the
shrine, where famous
naat khawan (poets
who recite naats, or
poems in praise of the
Prophet Muhammad)
will perform.

Sufi music pro-
grams will also be held
at the shrine.

Spiritual gather-

precedented hike in devaluation,highinfla- dustry from further asked the government

B, P = i =5 ¥
KARACHI: Pakistan Navy officials handing over|
the sized Narcotics to ANF officials .

Karachi police ar-
rests four ‘street
criminals’

KARACHI  (INP): The accused had also
Sindh police con- robbed Special
ducted an operation at  Branch official
Karachi’s Bilal colony Tanveer, and snatched
and arrested four sus- his mobile phone, offi-
pected individuals on cial weapon and flee
Monday. from the scene.
Senior Superin- Tanveer’s mobile
tendent of Police phone has also been
(SSP) in his statement recovered from the
claimed that all four possession of the ar-
arrested individuals rested accused.
were involved in street SSP further added
crime activities in the that the culprits used
metropolis. to sell the stolen mo-
Karachi police, bile phones to
arrests, four street Jehanzaib forRs 8,000
criminals to Rs 10,000, adding
“The suspects that the buyer — an IT
usedto open fire, ifthe expert — used to
victim resisted during change the IMEI [In-
robbery, and often ternational Mobile
used police caps dur- Equipment Identity] of
mgthcnrmmmalactm» the stolen mobile
ties,” SSP phones.

Sindh DG health orders
action against sale of medi-

cines at exorbitant rates
KARACHI  (INP): District Health Office
Sindh’s Directorate (DHO) to take imme-
General (DG) Health diate actions under
on Monday took note police supervision
of drugprice hikes and  against illegal sellingof
black marketing. drugs.

According to the DG Health in his
details, Sindh’s Direc- letter sought a report
torate General (DG) from the drug officer
of Health express con-  for non-supply of
cern about the price medicines and sales of
increase of medicines medicine in black-mar-
and penned downalet-  ket. There are many
ter to the Drug Inspec- medicines which are
tor. In the letter, DG not available in the
health directed the market.

rlbassador of [ran to Pakistan Reza Amm-Moghaddam called
on care taker Minifter for Energy, Power and Petroleum. Muhammad
ings will be held at the

shrine, where ulema Developme t Of SAARC &
(Istamic scholars) will | - countries linked with du- :;m;mn Procuremests of GO Whather trougs Elchrame

give lectures and guid- . . ¢ Narsss Bi i, L "
ance to the devotees. rable peace] Iftikhar Ali Enmn:';:,::::::::w: .:n::::z’;:;ﬂ g:,:: ‘.,:
Security: Walkthrough | [SLAMABAD (INP): | said, “One of the ma- || BFPRAGEE.  Tender Fes Fox 5008 Bl Sacur
gates and CCTV cam- | Former _ President | jor concerns contribut- £ o
eras have been in-| SAARC Chamber of | ingto this instability has
stalled inside and| Commerce and Indus- | been the presence of
around the shrine to [ try (SCCI) Iftikhar Ali | terroristsanctuaries on
ensure security. Malik has said that| Afghan soil, which | [~ Furduee of g 6|
The district ad- [ economic growth, | have posed a severe [Masicines Fr-202)- 4 (Total
ministration has also [ prosperity, and devel- | threat not only to Af-
taken all necessary [ opment for all coun- | ghanistanbut to neigh-
measures to maintain | tries of South Asia is | boring countries, in-

peace and order dur- [ linked with durable | cluding Pakistan.”
ing the Urs. The Urs | peace in region. “Counter-terror-
is a major religious While chairing a | ism cooperation and
event in Pakistan, and | virtual conference [ collaboration closely
itis expected to attract | titled “The role of Af- | withregional andinter-
a large number of | ghanistan for durablc national stakeholders,
devotees. The ar- | peace in the gego}l: eipecia]ly Pakistan, to
ere on Sunday, he | eliminate terrorist
{;:g:ungl:F Se?aﬁj;ez{ said, “South Asig has | sanctuaries on Afghan
and the district admin- | long been plagued by | soil, can help eradicate
istration are aimed at | instabilityand conflicts | the breeding grounds

ISLAMABAD :A bong que of passengers waiting at Pak sceretariat metro | | €nsuring tht the devo- that haye hindered the gflaeg“.’:m;i(‘f e
bus station. After huge price hike mpe(mlpeople use to avail this service | | tees have a safe and [ T€810RS progr ring about mu

: . potential. needed stability,” he
despite of cars andbikes in twincities. enjoyable experience. Iftikhar Ali Malik | added.
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Petroleum sales in Paki-
stan decline 8pc YoY in
August 2023

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
witnessed a significant 8.0 per-
cent year-on-year (YoY) decline
in petroleum product sales for the
month of August 2023 according
to industry experts.

This sharp drop in sales was

mghuy pricing trend throughout

he month. MS saks increased by
2.0 percent MoM, totaling 0.67
million tons, while HSD sales wit-
nessed an impressive 11 percent
MoM growth, reaching 0.55 mik
lion tons. In contrast, FO sales

attributed to astag-
gering 64 percent YoY reduction
in Furnace Oil (FO) saks, largely
driven by the nation’s decreased
refiance on FO-based power gen-
eration. The decline in FO sales
can be attributed to the addition
of new local coal-based power
plants, a trend experts have been
closely monitorin;

However, the month of Au-
%ust did bring some positive news

for the industry, with Motor Spirit
(MS) and High-Speed Diesel
(HSD) sales surging by 5.0 per-
cent and 11 percent YoY, respec-
tively.
This growth was attributed
to the absence of heavy rainfall
compared to the previous year,
creatinga more favorable environ-
ment for these products.

On a  month-on-month
(MoM) basis, the petroleum in-
dustry did experience a 4.0 per-
cent increase in sales during Au-
gust 2023, driven by a rising fort-

d by 18 percent MoM,
falling to 0.12 million tons, reflect-
ing the earlier-mentioned shift in
power generation methods.

For the first two months of |
the fiscal year 2024, Pakistan’s
total petroleum product sales de-
clined by 7.0 percent YoY, amount-
ing to 2.76 million tons.

Analysing the performance
of individual companies in the
petroleumsector, it was noted that
Pakistan State Oil (PSO) experi-
enwed an 8.0 percent Yo reduc-
tion in August 2023, primarily due
to an 86 percent Yoy plunge in
FO sales. Conversely, MS and
HSD reported robust growth, with
15 percent and 32 percent Yo in-
creases, respectively.

Meanwhie, Attock Petroleum
Limited (APL) and Shell Pakistan
Limited (SHEL) saw deciines 0f2.0
percent and 11 percent YoY, re-
spectively, while HASCOLs off:
take witnessed a remarkable 27
percent YoY jump.

RCP demands Elec-
tion Commission to
issue election schedule

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Human
ights Commission of Pakistan
CP) has asked the Election
Commission to rekease the sched-
ule of general clections in the
country.

The HRCP said that the un-
certainty surrounding the elec-
tions should e new delimi
tations should not be used as an
excuse to further delay the gen-
eral polls.

In its statement, the HRCP
added that there were reports of
sectarian divisions being fueled
to create an artificial political
space for far-right political parties.

In a statement issued by
HRCP, it was said that the care-
taker government should also
look into the public protests, take
note of the issues due to which
people were being mobilised.

The Election of Pakistan
(ECP) has decided to shorten the
timeframe for fresh delimitation of
constituencies, announcing the
exercise will now be conchided by
November 30 this year. Accord-

ing to a press release issued here
Friday, the ECP made this deci
sion after feedback from different
political groups as part of its on-
going consultations process on
the roadmap for the next general
elections. Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sikander Sultan Raja.

ISLAM.
on President Dr Arif Alvi.

(ABAD: Caretaker Minister for Law and Justice Ahmad Irl'anAslam called

Russia says Ukraine
launched drone attacks
on Kursk region

MOSCOW (INP): Ukraine
launched drone attacks on the
Kursk region of Russia over-
night from Sunday to Monday,
with the Russian defence min-
istry saying its forces had shot
down two drones after mid-
night on Monday.

The drone attack on the
Kursk region, which borders
Ukraine to its west, began
around 1 a.m. Monday (2200
GMT Sunday), the defence
ministry said on the Telegram
messaging app. This followed
areport Sunday evening by the
governor of the Kursk region,
Roman Starovoit, that debris
from a downed drone sparked
afire atanon-residential build-
ing in the city of Kurchatov.

One of Russia's biggest
nuclear plants is about 4
kilometres (2.5 miles) from
Kurchatov, but there were no
reports. the plant was affected
or targeted. Starovoit did not
say which building was dam-
aged in the Sunday evening
drone attack, but Russia's Baza
news outlet, which has good
sources among law enforce-
ment agencies, said drone de-
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bris fell on the roof of the se-
curity services building.

The full extent of the dam-
age was not immediately re-
ported. Reuters could not in-
dependently verify the report.

Drone attacks on Russian
targets, especially in Crimea -
annexed by Moscowin 2014 -
and in regions bordering
Ukraine, have become almost
a daily occurrence since two
drones were destroyed over
the Kremlin in early May.

The attacks have disrupted
flights in and out of Moscow
in recent weeks.
rarely takes direct responsi
ity for such drone strikes but
says destroying Russian mili-
tary infrastructure helps a
countero ffensive Kyiv began
in June. Russiarecognises first
crewto use hypersonic missile
in Ukraine -TASS The first
Russian crew to use hyper-
sonic, air-launched Kinzhal
mlSSlleS during Moscow's mili-
tary operation in Ukraine has
been presented with state
awards, the Russian TASS
state news agency reported on

orporation employees creating problems for locals.

US dollar reaches
Rs330in open
market

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a
relentless surge, the value of
the US dollar against the Paki-
stani rupee continued to rise,
reaching an unprecedented
high of Rs330 in the open mar-
ket on Monday.

On the first day of the
business week, the interbank
market saw the dollar’s value
increase by 53 paisas, while in
the open market, it surged by
2 rupees.

The staggering climb to
Rs330 in the open market is a
new record that has left trad-
ers and the public grappling
with the implications.

Last week had witnessed
aslight dip in the dollar’s value
in the interbank market, as it
had depreciated by 7 paisas,
closingat Rs305 47 according
to the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

However, the respite was
short-lived as the dollar
bounced back, reaching an all-
time high of Rs305.54 in the
interbank market, surpassing
the previous week’s high of
Rs301.

The open market also ex-
perienced a surge, closing at
Rs328, anincrease of 5 rupees.

i . &
view of huge garbage onArtSchool road due tostrike of Mem)p

Tuesday,September,05,2023 ‘

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar- ul-Haq Kakarchans a meeting

regarding power sector.

Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi’s health ‘dete-
riorates’ in jail
ATTOCK (INP): Former Punjab
chief minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-c-Insaf (PTI) President
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi’s health
condition has deteriorated in the
Attock Jail on Monday sources
said on Monday. Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi is being transferred
to the PIMS Hospital for his medi-
cal examination under strict secu-

rity.

It may be noted thal
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi was rear-
rested by Iskimabad police under
3-MPO soon afier his release on
the orders of Lahore High Court.

The LHC had ordered the
additional registrar for security,
DIG Operations, and other senior
police officials to ensure that
Chaudhry Pervcuz Elahi returned
safely to his hos

Soon after he was shifted to
Iskamabad, Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Islamabad ordered his deten-
tion for a period of 15 days under
the Pakistan Maintenance of Pub-
lic Order (MPO). Elahi is among
several PTI leaders who have
beenbooked under the MPO amid
the crackdown against the party
in the aftermath of the May 9 ri-
ots. It is pertinent to mention here
that the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) arrested Elahi over
failing to provide information to
the accountability burcau in as-
sets beyond the means case
against him, his son Monis Elahi
and other family members.

World Cup focus as Aus-
tralia all-rounder may
skip India series

PERTH (INP): Star Austra-
lia all-rounder Glenn Maxwell
has admitted he could miss his
side's upcoming ODI series
against India and may enter
this year's ICC Men's Cricket
World Cup with very little
cricket under his belt.
Maxwell is still battling

[ ankle soreness from the leg

injury he suffered at a friend's
birthday party last year and is
currently in Australia awaiting
the birth of his first child.

While Maxwell is still
harbouring aspirations of mak-
ing a fleeting appearance dur-
ing Australia's ODI series in
India later this month, the 34-
year-old maintains being fit for
the World Cup is his primary
focus. "I still want to play some
part of that India series," Max-
well said. "But I'm not feeling
any pressure on it. The selec-
tors and the staff have been
brilliant with me as well. They

don't want to put too much
pressure on me to sort of set
that date because they know
they've got a bit of extra time
before the World Cup.

“So instead of rushing it
and probably putting myself a
week or two behind, being able
to give myself extra time and
make sure we get through the
whole tournament."

A veteran of Australia's
two most recent World Cup
campal%ns in 2015 and 2019,
Maxwell is a vital cog for the
five-time champions given his
ability to score quickly and con-
tribute with the bat, ball and in
the field.

Maxwell has not played
for his country since he fea-
tured in an ODI against India
in Wankhede in March and
hasn't taken the field at an
level since making a one-off
appearance in an English
County Championship match
for Warwickshire at the start
of July.

He was set to play in the
T201 component of Australia's
ongoing tour of South Africa,
but soreness around his ankle
saw him return home.

"I don't think I could have
predicted how sore I was go-
ing to be once I got to South
Africa," Maxwell said.

"But it was one of those
things. Even when I went to
train that day, I still felt fine.
There was nothing wrong.
Something just got impinged. I
think one of the tendons around
my ankle was a little bit in-
flamed, there's a bit of swell-
ing, so it kept on catching
which meant it just gave me a
bit of pain.

UETTA: Baloc

tan National Party-Mengal (BNP-M) President Sardar Akhtar|
engal addressing a press conference.

MilK retailers pro-
test for price hike
in Karachi

LAHORE (INP): After the sugar
and vegetables crisis, Karachi is
likelyto witness amilk crisisas
well on Monday.

Milk vendors across the
metropolis have announced the
suspension of milk purchases,
following the tensions escalat-
ing between milk sellers and
dairy farm owners. As per the
details, the milk vendors ‘in pro-
test” announced to suspend the
milk procurement from Monday
[Today] as the price hike deci-
sion — which was delayed on
July 01 by the milk sellers and
dairy farm owners — is not be-
ing reversed. Last week, the
Karachi Milk Relallers Wel fare

Pakistan learns from invalu-
able Chinese experience in
e-commerce: Envoy

BEIJING (INP): Pakistani
Ambassador to China, Moin ul
Haque said that Pakistan is

of economic prosperity", he
added.
He further said that as a

learning from the invaluabl
Chinese experience in e-com-
merce, and these partnerships
exemplify the strength of our
collaboration.

Addressing a sideline fo-
rumtitled "ChinaE-Commerce
Convention" at the China In-
ternational Fair for Trade in
Services (CIFTIS), Haque said
that China's visionary Belt and
Road Initiative has paved the
way for increased connectiv-

ityand collaboration

Associati
the sale points across the me-
tropolis from Monday for an in-
definite period for demanding a
price hike. The retailers have an-
nounced to stop the sale of
loose milkacross Karachi from
Monday for anindefinite period.
The milk retailer association
staged a protest at the Karachi
Press Club (KPC) today and
demanded a hike in the milk
gricc. The association gave a
2-hour ultimatum to the local
administration to make a deci-
sion regarding the milk price.

between our two nations,
Gwadar Pro reported.

“Throughinitiatives like the
China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), we are witness-
ing the creation of modern in-
frastructure that facilitates
trade, investment, and e-com-
merce.

We are looking for viable
solutions to transform our E-
commerce by looking at the
Chinese benchmarks, and re-
move the obstacles creating

About economic integration, he

to our
to expanding our e-commerce
footprint, Pakistan has estab-
lished online pavilions on vari-
ous e-commerce platforms in
China, including JD and
Douyin. Chinese companies
like Kuaishou and Alibaba are
also doing business in Pakistan.

"These initiatives have al-
lowed Pakistani products to
find their way into Chinese
markets, offering a taste of our
nation's rich culture, crafisman-
ship, and trade potential.

We are learning from the
invaluable Chinese experience
ine-commerce, and these part-
nerships exemplify the strength
of our collaboration", Haque
stated. The ambassador fur-
ther said that in August this
year, more than 200 Chinese
businessmen visited the 1st
Foodand Agri Expo in Karachi,
showinga lot of interest in buy-
ing Pakistani agro and food
products and introducing them

market distortions in the way_on E-Commerce Blalforms,



