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Corps Commanders’ Conference pays
rich tribute to all Shuhada

News Desk:

RAWALPINDI: General Syed Asim Munir, NI (M),
Chiefof Army Staff (COAS) presided over the 259th
Corps Commanders’ Confarence(CCC) held at GHQ,
on Thursday, the military’s media wing said.

Forum paid rich tribute to the supreme sacri-
fices of Shuhadas including officers and men of the
Armed Forces, Law Enforcement Agencies and Citi-
zens who laid their lives for the safety, security and
territorial integrity of the country, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said.

Fatcha was offered for the martyrs and it was
reiterated that the State of Pakistan and Armed
Forces will continue to hold the Shuhadas and their
familics in the highest esteem, ever honoring them
with utmost respect and dignity.

Commemoration of Defence
and Martyrs Day across the
country appreciated

the state institutions and the public are indicative
of their mounting desperation and will only result in
more humiliation of such clements, InshaAllah.

Participants were briefed on the prevalent geo-
strategic environment, challenges to national secu-
rity and their own strategy in response to the evolv-
ing threats.

Terrorists, their facilitators and
abettors to be dealt with the
full might of the State

The forum resolved that all terrorists, their fa-
cilitators and abettors, working at the behest of
hostile forces to destabilize Pakistan will be dealt
with the full might of the state.

The need for speedy development of the eco-
nomic potential of Newly Merged Districts (NMDs)
and Border Districts of Balochistan for sustainable
peace and growth was also emphasized. COAS
stressed mantaining high standards of proession-
alism and and achiev-

Commemoration of Defence and Martyrs Day
on 6 September across the country by all segments
of the socicty was appreciated for which the Armed
Forces of Pakistan remain ever thankfulto our proud
nation.

Participants reiterated the Pakistan Army’s re-
solve to defend the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Pakistan against all kinds of direct and
indirect threats.

The forum reaffirmed that inimical propagan-
dists’ desperateattempts to cause a wedge between

ing excellance during the trining of the formations.
He commended the commanders for their constant
focus on the well-being of their soldiers and main-
tenance of morale which constituted the founda-
tion of the Army’s operational readiness. Forum re-
iterated to continue full support of ongoing efforts
in uplifting socioeconomic growth under the um-
brella of the Special Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) and wholcheartedly assisting the govem-
ment in curbing all illegal activities that hamper eco-
nomic stability. growth and investors confidence.

Caretaker PM promises to provide 100
green buses to Quetta: Jan Achakzai

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Balochistan Caretaker Information
Minister, Jan Achakzai on Thursday said Care-
taker Prime Minister, Anwaar ul Haq Kakar
has promised to pmvlde 100 green buses for
Quetta to provide decent transport facilities to
the masses.

Mr. Achakzai expressed these views dur-
ing his visit to Daily F}uel(a Voice. He said the

een bus scheme would be extended to dif-
ferent parts of the provincial capital to facili-
tate the peoﬁle “This government has decided
to support the common man”, the information
minister stated.

Mr. Achakzai mentioned that caretaker
chief minister, Ali Mardan Domki had also di-
rected for increasing the duration of green buses
to support the people.

Official vehicles to be recov-
ered from former ministers:
Achakzai

In response to a question about 200 miss-

ingofficial vehicles, the minister said the Home
and tribal affairs depanmenl Balochistan has
been directed to ensure the recovery of the
vehicles from former ministers, advisers and
coordinators. “If they do not return vehicles,
then articles 62 and 63 can be applied against
them,” the minister said.

Transparency to be ensured in
recruitment

To a question about the pending orders of
youthindifferent departments, he said the gov-
ernment has already taken notice of this issue
and efforts were on to ensure transparency and
merit inrecruitment. “Vacancies were sold and
people were forced to sell out their properties
for that”, he lamented. This practice must be
slop&}_ﬁ he added,

en asked about the shortage of medi-
cines in hospitals, he said this was not accept-
able and the government would ensure the avail-
ability of medicines and action would be taken
against absent doctors. “Health and education
are our top priorities”, he added.

Rs.1,250,000,000 released for 11 univer-
sities in Balochistan: Amjad Rashid

Education Desk:

QUETTA: The Balochistan government has
released Rs.1,25,000,000 for 11 public sector
universities in Balochistan to address their is-
sue of financial crisis. This was revealed by

Higher education plays
an important role in the
development

the caretaker finance minister of Bal
Amjad Rashid while talkingto the Daily Quetta
Voice.

We are trying hard to
address the financial is-
sues of the universities

“We are trying hard to address the finan-
cial issues of the universities”, he said.

The finance minister said despite all odds
and financial constraints, the caretaker govern-
ment released this huge amount to support the
universities.

“Higher education plays an important role
in the development and prosperity of the coun-
tryand nation™, the finance minister mentioned.
He said the present government was deter-
mined to address all important issues faced by
faculty members and students studying in all
11 universities in the province.

Amjad Rashid however urged the vice
chancellors and faculty members to make sure
to impart quality education to the students in
universities.

“QOur students have the right to get quality
education and a better atmosphere”, he con-
cluded.

CTD Balochistan kills 5 terrorists
in an operation: Spokesman

News Desk:

QUETTA: The Counter-Terrorism Department
(CTD) claimed to have kllled hve terrorists

to an ory in the
Aghberg area of the provincial capital. The
Spokesman of CTD said five terrorists associ-
ated with the banned TTP were killed during
an exchange of fire in Aghberg on Thursday
morning.

An operation was planned over informa-
tion provided by an alleged TTP terrorist, iden-
uﬁed as Naseebullah, who was in custody, the

d released
to the local press on Thursday afternoon.

The CTD added that dur-
ing the course of an inves-
tigation

The CTD added that during the course of
aninvestigation, theaccused revealed the pres-
ence of his aeso«.lales in Quetta and divulged

that they were “in advance planning of carry-
ing out a terrorist activity in Quetta soon™.

“An operation was planned and terrorists
were identified over the information provided
by the arrested accused person who was nomi-
nated in FIR number 84-2023,” the statement
said.

Elaborating on the details of the operation,
the CTD statement said when police were
setting up a security cordon outside the TTP
hideout, terrorists opened indiscriminate fire
and tried to escape.

Two terrorists tried to
escape on a motorcycle

“Two terrorists tried to escape ona motor-
cycle but the raiding party took precautionary
measures and retaliated,” it added. “Additional
force was called and the fleeing terrorists were
contained.”

As aresult, the CTD said, four TTP mili-
tants were killed, while the “arrested accused
person” was severely injured by the firing of
his associates. The Spokesman said the dead
terrorists were involved in a series of attacks
in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan.
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Balochistan needs motorway
not a ministry

Editorial :

Balochistan needs a motorway, not aministry in the federal cabinet as demanded by the

Environmental Woes of Balochistan

Environment and climate
change are the prospec-
tive strategic_gridlines
that would define the in-
ternational fratemity of
relations. The prosperity
and longevity of nations
around the world would
be both defined and

tal restrain necessary to
cause a chance that one
would want to see
around  intangible
meters. Other than the
Balochistan Environ-
mental Protection Act
2012, there are no rules,
regubtions, or Provincial

ruling Balochistan Awami Party (BAP). The ruling party expresse
its sharc in the federal cabinét during its lawmakers” meeting chaired by the chicf
minister, Ali Mardan Domki The party demanded a fair share in the federal cabinet and
mentioned mm it has sufficient representation in the Senate and National Assembly
? . the party demands another federal ministry. The track record shows
e panacea to the ills of Balochistan. In fact, Balochistan that covers
half of the country interms of the area has not a single kilometer motorway. Although,
most pats o th coutry connccted through motorvays from Islamabd to Peshavar,
Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad, Sukkur, and other cities. Linking Balochistan with the rest
of the country through a motorway was not and is not on the radar of governments.
Construction of motorways across the country has reduced the sufferings of masses in
Punjab, Sindh, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. However, Balochistan has not been on the
agenda of rulers with regard to the construction of motorways to enable its masses to
cover long distances in short times.
az’s nationalist partners also fail to construct a motorway
Nationalistllcs o of formerruling Palstan Muslim Leggue (N) failed to launch
relations with former
premicr Navaz Sharif. Similarly. chict minicier Al Mardan Dok has repeatedly
lamented that the province has not a single kilometer motorway. But, he is yet t0
mount pressure on the federal governmentto convince it to launch the construction of
the motorway. Motorway, for the people of Balochistan, seems to be day-dreaming
since the Quetta-Karachi ighay; commonly clled the il highvay” has notbeen
expanded:and work on s duslization i yt fo be commenced.

CD highvay is a onglane road tht has heavy traffic as it connects the
capital hidsof provinces. Since its construction by lran and Turkey under the
banner of RCD, it has never becn improved, although the traffic has greatly increased
on this road. Moreover, the lack of motorway police, except at some spots. s yet

another cause of concern. There are no chocks by the traffic control ing agencies on the
813km highway. Vehicle papers and drivinglicenses are not checked, while there is no
action against fhose who violate the safety rules. The ruling BAP must come up wi
a demand for the construction of a motorway to address the long-standing demand of
the poopleof Balochistan. Indecd this would be a great serice o the peopl. Fo the
federal government, it must demonstrate responsibility to turn its words into action
and bring Balochistan at par with other parts of the country.

y the cle-
hehis of environmental
preservation and climate
change

Quality
Standards ever framed
that could regulate the

Muhammad Jahangeer Kakar

earlier done.
Increasing ur-
banization an-

other reason for
environmental

tion passage, initiatives
segmentation and avoid
parallelism in terms of
applications of actions.
This could also produce
joint results and could
gauge the grey areas.
The hollow base in terms
of legal terrain has raised
an infractious institu-
tional pyramid which is
aiming a cry in the wil—
derness. i

Rapid industrializa-
tion along the coast
in Lasbella, Gwadar
districts going
unchecked

The rapid industri-
alization along the coast
and especially in the
coastal districts of
Lasbella and Gwadar go

and

The unchecked ur-
banization s another cause
of environmental nuisance.
The dearthof amenities and
facilities of life and liveli-

Pakistan in general and
the Balochistan, in par-
ticular, are threafened by
the climate change shifis
and the thrones of envi-
ronmental degradation.

Balochistan attains
a peculiar nature both in
terms of geographic ex-
tension as well as the
various trends associ-
ated due to this expan-
sive bounty. It is the gift
of nature that we are
turning into a potential
curse. The documenta-
tion of environmental
faws is insufficient and
not in currency thereby
making it less effective
being less responsive.
The inequality of law
with time and Space has
made it hard for imple-
menting the environmen-

issues of
hazardousness.

The insufficient law
further has_given out a
polarized institutional

which s also

are at
large as of this moment.
The industrialization is
good enough but its
goodne§§ atthe expeme

land of mysterious habi-
tat. Its environmental is-
sues are multifaceted.
The long coast remains

rms of

hood have pushed the ru-
ral popukce o shift and
center around the urban
ceniers of which the pro-

affecting the dealing

degra-
oo would be a sorry

Quetta

coastal and marine life takes precedence over all

with environment and
climate change as the
horrors of the near fu-
ture. The completc miss-
ing links between the
departments of the for-
est, agriculture, water
management, and envi-
ronment are not systemi-
cally and institutionally
addressed. Reason
would demand a
synergized level where
these various depart-
ments would focus on
working together with a
jointly hatched intu-
itional framework that
could allow for informa-

. There is no
documemed study that
has yet scaled and
mapped the condition of
the coastal life with the
mapping of various types
of marine and aquatic
species, the climate
record measurement, the
environmental condi-
tions and baselines, and
the quality of the marine
environment. There can
be said to be no institu-
tional arrangement mak-
ing one department com-
pletely responsible for
looking at these param-
eters.

we may be
intentionally or uninten-
tionally making up. The
Gaddani Shipbreaking
yard could one day re-
sult as the Wuhan of
China as it hosts the
most hazardous activity
of shipbreaking which is
like inviting the thick dirt
of the world to our clean,
green, and serene
shores. Th benefit
analysis of this and
other such activities
along the cost remains
something yet to be
done though it has been
50 long to have been so

other ciies of the province.
The city has detonated into
one hrge stockpik of hu-
man polkution without any
town planning, the invoca-
tion of town management
rules, and facilities. The air
polltion caused by trans-
portation has been on the
ever-increasing rise with no
controls over the fitness of
vehicks plied on the roads.
The bck of envir

fitness verification and the
customary traffic licenses
by the police have thrown
the environmental hazards
of pollution in the back-

d.

The eastern rivers

By Ali Taugeer Sheikh

CLIMATE change has
made the South Asian
monsoon evermore un-
predictable. Heavy rains
in the catchment areas of
the Beas, Raviand Sutlej
rivers deep inside India
have flooded Pakistan’s to divert the remaining
Punjab province. It has water of its eastern riv-
become vital for India ers.
and Pakistan to initiate a
dialogue on  the
transboundary impact of
climate change, starting
with water management
between the two coun-
tries.

The eastern rivers
were awarded to India for
its exclusive use under

The IWT, though, had
not envisioned this, and
neither has Pakistan
raised it as an option to
test the waters. Pakistan
has not raised any con-
cems over India’s plans

were completed, the flow’
of waters to Pakistan de-
creased o atrickle. Inthe
Sutlej at Suleimanki, the
peak of 598,872 cusecs
per second in 1955 was
reduced to a mere 17,462
cusecs in 2022, In the
Ravi, at Ravi Syphon, the
flows shrank from a peak
0920,000 0 just 63,720
cusecs during the same
period. Except for the
high floods of 1988, the
upstream infrastructure
has steadily become wa-
tertight, not allowing
any downstream leak-
ge.
This has posed

In doing so, while
both countries are true to
the letter of the treaty,
they are violative of its
spirit: it was not the
treaty’s intent to disturb
the hydrology, ecology.
economy, culiureor folk-
lore of the birthplace of
the Indus Valley

o

the floods of 1955, in
spite of the multiple chak-
lenges they posed.
Several conclusions
canbe drawn from these
trends: one, the con-
struction of infrastruc-
ture upstream by India,
has reduced for Pakistan
the risks of frequent
floods. Allowances for
human error and man-
agement practices, how-
ever, need to be agreed
on with India to mitigate
Pakistan’s risks. Two, in-
tense monsoon can i(!]]
render the existing infra-
structure inadequate
and unsafe. Pakistan’s

the Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT). Their total water

Civilisation that prob- challeng
ably originated with the 1o ies living

risks will compound if
present thresholds be-

at the time amounted to
about 33 million acre
feet. Over the years, In-
dia has developed a
complex web of dams,
supported by link canals
and barrages, to utilise
its share almost entirely.
They include Bhakra
Dam on the Sutkj, the
Pong and Pandoh dams
on the Beas, Thein
(Ranjitsagar) on the
Ravi, the Beas-Sutlej
Link, the Madhapur-
Beas Link, and the Indira
Gandhi ~ Canal to
Rajasthan. They collec-
tively divert about 95 per
cent of water flows — all
in accordance with the
treaty.

Tadia has addition-
three

city of Harappa and
flourished, according to
some experts, between
3,500 and 2,700 BCE.
The construction of
the Bhakra and Beas
dams was, however, con-
ceived decades before
the two countrics signed
the water distribution
treaty in 1960. Bhakra
Dam was first conceived
in 1916 and the prelimi-
nary workstarted in 1946,
a year before indepen-
dence. It was completed
in 1963, within two years
of the signing of the
his dam has
helped Thdi e ot
most all of ts sharc of the
castern rivers. The Pong
Pandoh dams were
conceived in 1926. The
second phase of con-
struction began in 1961
and was completed in
1974,

along the Ravi and Sutlej
rivers in Pakistan: the re-
charging of groundwater
and Tlushing of stagnant
and polluted waters of
dying rivers no longer
happens annually. The
sedimentation and nutri-
ents that periodic flood-
ing brought to their
fields has ceased. Farm-
ers keep up the yield
with costly inputs that
further degrade the quak-
ity of surface water and
groundwater,

For illustrative pur-
poses, the Ravi’s high
floods at Jassar in 1955
crossed 680,000 cusecs,
compared toonly 71,010
cusecs in 2023. In Sutlej,
at Suleimanki, it crossed
598,872 cusecs, com-
pared to 191,033 cusecs
during the same period.
In other words, the
present flooding is noth-
ing when compared to

cas under irrigation, i
stead of leaving the bak-
ance of about 2MAF for
environmental flows.

As these projects

come more frequent.
Three, as India-Pa-
Kistan improve ther carly
warning systems and bi-
lateral communication
mechanisms, Pakistan
will need to undertake a
strategic resilience as-
sessment of ifs infra-
structure. A relatively
small number of families
were recently evacuated
to safety. Is it possible
to permanently move the
settlers in riverbeds to
safer locations? In
Sindh, this is presently
being done under a
World Bank project, by
granting land ownership
documents and extend-
ing financial support for
flood-proof housing.
The presentfloods in the
casternrivers provide an
important turning point
to leapfrog towards
flood-resilient communi-
ties and infrastructure.

THE launch by India of
its Chandrayaan-3 rocket
and space probe on Aug
23,2023, and, a few days
later, its Aditya L-1 ob-
servation mission to the
sun, have propelled In-
dia into another league.
They have separated the
men from the boys.
Such programmes
take nations decades fo
develop. The commit-
ment to the US lunar mis-
sion was announced by
president John
Kennedy in May 1961. Tt
was fulfilled cight years
later in July 1969, when
Apollo XI sent two as-
tronauts Neil
Armstrong and *Buzz’
Aldrin — to the moon
and returned them to
carth safely, to be wek
comed by Kennedy’s
successor (and nemesis)
president Richard Nixon.

nodi
Chandrayaan’s project
was made public by
Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpa-yee in Au-
gust 2003. Twenty years
fater, an--other “BJP
leader, PM Narendra
Modi, beca~me the ben-
eficiary of Vajpayee’s
farsghiedgss.

ia s
Chandmynan -3 mission,
like that of Apollo XI, will
scratch the surface of the
moon and conduct valu-

able scientific
expe-r--iments there.
Apollo XI brought moon

ro--cks back to carth.
Fragments were distrib-
uted by Nixon to every
country in the workd. (I

Reaching the stars
By F.S. Aijazuddin

debt stands at $125 bil-
Tion, with no moon or sun
rockets to show for it.
India’s Chandrayaan-3 is
on the moon. Its Aditya
L-1willhoveraround the
sun. Itis not inconceiv-
able that India may soon
launch a space station
that will orbit the earth,
with its hardware aimed
at sites hidden from the
naked  eye  in
neighbouring countries.
Hopefully, someone in
our National Command
Authority responsible
for protection of our
nuclear assets has an
ticipated such a pos:
bility.

Tt should remember,
though, US president
Ronald Reagan’s Strate-
gic Defence Initiative of
1983, to provide the US
with a space-based
shield that would detect
and destroy enemy (ie
nuclear) ballistic missiles
as soon as they were
launched.

The thenUSSR, de-
termined not to be left
behind, tried to match
the US. It took a new
leader, Mikhail
Gorbachev, to admit the
idiocy that brought the
USSR to the brink of in-
solvency. The USSR
collapsed under the
weight of its preten-
tious, unaffordable am-
bitions. It conceded de-
feat. In December 1987,
the US and the Soviet
Union signed the Inter-
mediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty, ending
the senseless arms race

cidentally, the one sent
to us is allegedly on dis-
play in the drawing room
of president Yahya
Khan’s grandson, in
Dubai)lt is interesting
that these futuristic
spa-ce programmes draw
on antiquity for their
names Apollo,
Chandrayaan, ~ and
Adit--ya. India’s two
missions, though,
bel-ong to a space age
where the horizon is in-
finity.

Chandrayaan-3 is
the first of its kind to
land successfully on the
moon’s South Pole. By
comparison, Aditya L-1
is even more daring. It
will travel 1.5 million ki-
lometers and take four
months  to  reach
Lagrange point 1 — the
exact spot “where the
gravitational forces of
two large objects —
such as the sun and the
earth — cancel each
other out, allowing a
spacecraft to hover. Once
Aditya-L1 reaches this

parking spot’, it woul
be able to orbit the sun
at the same rate as the
earth”. Itcan monitor the
sun even during an
eclipse.

Although Pakistan
will never be the direct
beneficiary of the scien-
tific data collected by
Chandrayaan-3 and
Aditya L-1, it could learn
from their development
outlay. The cost of the
Aditya L-1 is reported to
be $46 million. By con-
trast, Pakistan’s external

between the two super-
powers. While India has
made the moon its back-
yard and given a new
meaning to solar power,
we in Pakistan are still
mired inthe quicksand of
our past policies. The
seeds of our discontent
lie, for one, in the 1998
policy for New Private
Independent Power
Proects.

Its preamble read:
“Once the restructuring,
corporatisation and
privatisation of Wapda
KESC’s thermal power
generation, power trans-
mission and distribution
is complete and Nepra is
fully operative, all future
investment in power
generation, transmission
and distribution facilities
will become market
driven and of no direct
concern to GOP. Inves-
tors will deal with pur-
chasers, the distribution
companies; enter into
supply contracts with
them, develop their
projects under Nepra li-
cence and operate under
its oversight.”

It continued: “Com-
petitive tariffs will com-
prise an energy pur-
chase price and a capac-
ity purchase price with
adequate provisions for
escalation. The GOP will
guarantee that the terms
of executed agreements,
including  payment
terms, are maintained.”

bureaucrats
who designed the
scheme enjoy protection
here or asylim abroad.

Coordination

I WORKED on a num-
ber of large community
infrastructure develop-
ment projects in the
1990s, some of which
were disastrous but

with our neighbours
(except perhaps for In-
dia) would also be bet-
ter. Evictions and arbi-
trary arrests would not
take place, and bureau-

trepreneurs’ acquire
land destroying the
ecology of the regions
where the cities are lo-
cated, making them un-
governable. Many of

whose sponsors crats who take deci- the personsinvolved in
dubbed them as “best sions on governance this, work closely with
practices”. The rea- issues would not what we call mafias.

sons for the problems
with these projects
were always the same:
an absence of coordi-
nation between the
agencies involved in the
project concept, plan-
ning and implementa-
tion and the blaming of
each other for their
problems. The situation
is not very different in
the Pakistan of today.
Our country is
the midst of a major
civil-civil war. All the
pillars of state are in
conflict witheach other
and within each pillar
there are conflicts as
well. If there was co-
ordination between
them and within them
then the continued kill-
ing of security person-
nel would be consider-
ably lower and people
wotld notdisappear, as
they do without a
trace. There would be
better control on infla-
tion and our relations

There are also con-
flicts between the po-
lice and the local admin-
istration, creating huge
traffic jams that make
things ungovernable
and resulting in car
parking issues that are
managed by private
mafias in league with
sections of the police
and local government.
Billboards collapse as
they are built in viola-
tion of local govern-
ment rules and direc-
tions ofthe judiciary as
no link between the
two exists. Buildings
collap: e they have
never bccn chcckcd for
structural quality, and
so do walls, killing a
large number of people
all over Pakistan. Al
most daily children di
appear into manholes,
which have no covers,
and die.

The most serious
of all coordination is-
sues is related to the

changed every second

o
5

y.
Then there are

other serious coordina-
tion-related issues too.
Railwayaccidents hap-
penall the time because
of an. abscncc of coor-

accldcm killingtens of
people every time and
trucks and tankers
overturn into ditches
and collapsed roads,
making travel danger-
We cannot decide
who is responsible for
this. Factories, com-
mercial and residential
buildings catch fire in
which hundreds of per-
sons getbumed just be-
cause the implementa-
tion ofexisting building
by-laws are not fol-
lowed and as soon as
that happens, agencies
start blaming each
other. Similarly, in vio-
lation ofall zoningregu-
lations, real estate ‘en-

)

is key

judiciary where in re-
centhistory it has failed
to reach a consensus
on how to deal with
major constitutional is-
sues. Cases of rape and
abduction also remain
unresolved for years,
and because of a lack
of faith in the system,
most are unreported,
unpursued and eventu-
ally forgotten making a
mockery of justice and
exposing the misogyny
of those in power.

This absence of
coordination and inter-
nal strive promotes cor-
ruption, negligence and

clays, and a lack of
accountability and
transparency. This in
turn makes nepotism
possible giving power
to politicians atall lev-
els toappoint their pre-
ferred individuals in
positions of promi-
nence, where commis-
sions and other finan-
cial benefits are pos-
sible.
he media for the
last few years has been
talking mainly about
constitutional issues in
a vocabulary which
even ‘educated’ indi-
viduals in the country
do not understand.

By Arif Hasan

A common man
has not been explained
as to what a_constitu-
tion is; I doubt if even
the experts who are
brought to discuss it on
TV know the niceties
of it. They spend most
of their time, day after
day, talking to each
other, from the same
point ofview whichare
oflittle relevance to the
daily life of a common
man. Inaddition, all the
channels have the same
news and international

ews, whicl
concerns Pakistan, is
missing. Concerns of
daily Iife are touched
upon but they do not
form the most impor—
tant of news on the
news channels. All this
and much more is be-
cause of an absence of
coordination between
the pillars of state and
the disputes within
them because of which
even existing laws of
the country are not fol-
lowed. In'the meetings
of bureaucrats, it is
common that some
representing a particu-
lar agency do not turn
up, or are called away
by a senior bureaucrat

or politician.

A state of illusions

By Zahid Hussain

started lookingat a coun-
try riven by multiple cri-
ses as a lucrative invest-
ment destinati ot-
withstanding some of
them acquiring interests
in certain state-owned
ventures being offered
for disinvestment, there
is no tangible commit-
ment to invest in new
projects.

But our caretaker
prime minister is eu-
phoric_about the pros-
pect of $25bn in Saudi
investment coming in
various sectors, particu-
larly in mining, agricul-
ture and information
technology, in the next
two to three years. One
can only wait to see
such a wonder happen-
ing that could change
the fortunes of a coun-
try struggling to keep it-
self afloatamid amassive
foreign debt burden and
looming stagflation.

Curiously, the civil
and military leadership
never gets tired of
hyping Pakistan’s rich
untapped mineral re-
sources. Their latest es-
timate is_that the coun-
try is sitting on precious
minerals valued up to $6
trillion. One former min-
ister in the previous gov-
emment got very excited
duringa TV talk show.

Council will be able to
bring in investments in
the energy, IT, minerals,
defence and agricultur
sectors. TheSIFC struc-
ture, which includes the
COAS as well as other
military representatives
in key roles, aims to take
a “unified approach” to
get the country out of
the current state of eco-
nomic turmoil in which it
finds itself.

However, it appears
to be partof the game of
illusions long played by
our ruling elite. For a
number of years, it was
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor that was
supposed to be a game
changer for the country.
But after tens of billions
of dollars of Chinese in-
vestment, the country’s
economic plight has
continued to slide. The
promise of change never
materialised, despite the
massive inflow of fi-
nances over the years.

While the CPEC
project atleast has some-
thing to show for it in
terms of some infrastruc-
ture and power sector
development, mobilising
$100bn in investment is
a pipe dream, especially
as there is no indication
so far that the Gulf
sheikhdoms have

WE are living in a world
of illusions. While the
country is fast hurtling
towards an
meltdown, we are told
that our bad days are
over, withbillions of dol-
lars in investment soon
expected to be pouring
into the country that
would change our for-
tunes.

The caretaker prime
minister says that Saudi
Arabia will be investing
$25bn in the country
over the next five years,
while the army chief is
reported to have reas-
sured a group of busi-
nessmen that Pakistan
has the potential to at-
tract up to $100bn in in-
vestments from coun-
tries such as Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait
and others to alleviate
the suffering of the Paki-
stani people.

There is a sense that
the army leadership is on
a mission to steer the
country towards a new
eraofeconomic prosper-
ity, by fixing everything
— from containing the
dollar to stopping smug-
gling and eradicating
corruption inthe next few
months.

It believes that the
recently formed Special
Investment Facilitation
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PM Kakar sees elections in
3 to 4 months

ISLAMABAD (INP): cess,” he commented. Coming to the is- through the legislation,
Caretaker Prime Min- Asked again sue ofelectricitybills, the previous govern-
ister Anwaar-ul-Haq whether he expected the primeminister said ment had empowered
Kakar saidthat he was  the generalelectionsto the government was the caretaker setup
“certain” about the be held within four coming up with short which necessitated
general elections be- months, he replied, “I and mid-termsolutions them to act differently
ing heldin the country am not (just) opeful including the planning  from the normal care-
withinthenext threeto (rather) I am certain.” to convert the oil- taker setup. The prime
four months. The He said considering based power plants to minister told theinter-
prime minister, asked the limited time, his run onlocal coal. viewer thatthe Special
in an interview with a government was mull- Besides, the pro- Investment Facilitation
private television Ingtoprioritize certain cess for the Council had been
channel, about his Follcylssueslo atleast privatization ofone or formed as a forum to
strategy it any future lay a foundation for two powerDiscos will address the concerns
scenario demanded an  any future government  also be finalised soon impeding the invest-
extension in the care- to enable that to carry whichwouldhelp curb ment projects. He said
taker setup, he said as  forward the journey. power theft through Saudi Arabia, UAE,
per the legal arrange- To aquéstion, the the introductionofnew Qatar and Bahrain 4 - - > ' Sl
ment theywouldmove  prime minister ex- technology, and would - had sent proposals and |[SLAMABAD: : Former senator Sardar Muhammad Yaqoob Khan Nasir calls on
to the electoral pro- plained that evenafier also attract invest- due diligence was be-  |¢h o Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-uk-Haq Kakar
cess within three to the expiry of the term, ment. Regarding the ing done which would q -
four months. “I think the President of Paki- sugar price %1 follow the signing of

within few months... stancould continuein Kakar said the go:- formal agreements by Cyclone leaves 2 1 dead in

few months can be his office till the elec- ernment had asked November or Decem-
translated into three, tion of his replace- the provinces to acti- ber. To a question, the .
three-and-half or ment. However, the vate the price control prime minister said the th B l
four...thatneedstobe Senate  chairman committees and that government and the sOu ern raZl

seen...this will con- would fill the slot, in  the hoarders wouldbe military had a very

clude and we will go case he volunlarily cracked down. The comfortable working
to the electoral pro- gives up the office. =~ prime minister said environment.

BRASILIA (INP): than24 hoursand trig- away by a river as day, authorities warn
Torrential rain and gering floodsandland- they tried to cross a more flooding is pos-
winds caused by an slides, officials said. ~ bridge in the town of sible.

extratropical cyclone In Mucum, a Ibiraiaras. It is the latest in a
have left at least 21 small town of 5,000 The storms hit 67 string of deadly
people dead in south- people, hundreds had municipalities in all, weather events to hit
ern Brazil, officials to be rescued from affecting more than Brazil, which experts
said Tuesday, warning  their rooftops as the 52,000 people, authori- say are likely being
more flooding maybe Taquari river flooded ties said. made worse by cli-
coming. more than 85 percent The neighboring mate change.

The latest in a of the city, according state of Santa Catarina Unchecked ur-
string of weather di- to local news site also recorded one banization and irregu-
sasters to hit Brazil, it GZH. death, according to larhousingbuilt on hill-
is the deadliest ever in "There are still news site G1. sides are also making
the state of Rio people missing. The Hundreds  of suchdisasters deadlier,
Grande do Sul, Gover-  death toll might climb  firefighters as well as  officials say.
nor Eduardo Leite told higher," Mayor Mateus  military poli d civil An esti: d9.5
anews conference.  Trojan told Radio defense personnel millionofBrazil's 203

"We were deeply Gaucha. were dispatched as million people live in
saddened to get the "The town of part of rescue opera- areas at high risk of
news that as the wa- Mucumas weknew it tions, with helicopters flooding or landslides.
ter recedes... 15 more no longer exists." sent to reach areas cut In June, another
bodies were found in President Luiz offbyflooding. cyclone left 13 dead in
the town of Mucum, Inacio Lula da Silva "There are many Rio Grande do Sul and
bringin%lhe death toll  sentamessage of soli- isolated families,many forced thousands of
to 21," he said. darity with those af- people still at risk," people from their

Close to 6,000 fected, saying the fed- said Communications homes.
people were forced eral government is Minister Paulo And in February,
ISLAMABAD: SccretaryKashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan Babar Hayat Tarar chairing a high | from their homes by "ready to help." Pimenta, who is plan- 65 people died in land-
level meeting to review the preparations to observe Kashmir Black Day. the storms, which The victims in- ning to travel to the slides caused by
started  Monday, cludedamankilledby region witha govern- record flooding in the

Pervaiz Elahi re_arrest. Cou rt Changeofguard dumping hailandmore  an electrical shock in ment  delegation southeastern resort

ceremony at than 300 millimeters the town of Passo Wednesday. town of  Sao
: A (nearly 12 inches) of Fundo and a couple With more rain Sebastiao, onthe coast
seeks reply from police Quaid's mAUSO- i onthesiaien lss _whose car was Swept_forecast rom Thurs._of Sa0 P sae.

LAHORE  (INP): (DPO)andthe Central until September 18,
Lahore High Court Police Officer (CPO) pmvidiné’allparu‘esin- k;.“mmIl)De-
(LHC) on Wednesday to submit their replies volved with ample ence Day
sought replies from withinsevendays,im- time to present their | KARACHI (INP): A
Punjab police and Su-  plying that a thorough arguments. special ceremony was
per dent Jail re- 1 igation was nec- It is worth men- | held at the mausoleum
garding the re-arrest essary before any de- tioning here that just| of  Quaid-i-Azam
of Pakistan Tehreek- cision couldbemade. one day ago, the | MuhammadAliJinnah
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Superintendent of ~ Islamabad High Court [ (RA) on Wednesday
Pervaiz Elahi. Attock Jail, who was (IHC) issued a sus- | with smartly-turned
A hearing was noticeably absent pension of PTI Presi- [ guards of the Pakistan
held in the Lahore from the proceedings. dent Pervaiz Elahi’s | Air Force (PAF) as-
High Court (LHC)re- In response to the detention under the | suming their duties.
garding the re-arrest court’s inquiry about Maintenance of Pub- Air Officer Com-
of the former Chief his absence, cited se-  lic Order (MPO) Or-| manding PAF Acad-
Minister (CM) Pervaiz  curity concerns sur- - dinance, mandating his | emy Air Vice Marshal

Elahi. rounding PervaizElahi immediate release. Ghazanfar Latif was
During the hear- in Attock Jail. But shortly after | the chief guest at the
ing, the Chief Police “Chairman PTlis his release from the change of command

Officer (CPO) of injail,andhis security police custody, Paki- | ceremony. He also
Rawalpindi sought an was an issue,” Super- stan Tehreek-e-Insaf | 15id the floral wreath at
apology from the intendent of Attock (PTI) president | the mausoleum, of-
court stating that, “We Jail stated before the Chaudhry Pervaiz|fered Fateha and
want theapology from  court. The court ques- Elahi re-arrested by | wrote his comments in ”

the court to be ac- tion, “whether the se- the Counter Terrorism r;le guest book. Ad- ISLAMABAD: : MuhxmmademrnnTcssnrl,Gnvcmnrnf%mdhcallcdnnDr ImmshsdAkhtnr,

cepted.” curity concerns had Depariment (CTD) in | dressing he gathering, | Garetaker Federal Minister for Financ. Revenue, Economic Alars & Privatizationat Finance
The cou;l, ir:ia Te- been_l_{]esolved?” J the judicial complex | Mr Latif said today is Division,

sponse, ordered “to e court issued attack case. a day to pay tribute to

bring response, and another directive to The case was reg- | the ?i’oinrl) ziclory of CJCSC, Ser- 2 (GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN

then we will decide, if the jail superintendent istered against Pervaiz | armed forces of Paki- ~ vices Chiefs {“mg NADI?}‘\NA?ELR\&?:LI:;T)‘%?FICE

the apology to be ac- to submit a response Elahi at CTD police | stan. “We will always pay tribute to  wom QUETTA

cepted.” before the court. station on September | continue defending our pay N a5
The court then is- The Lahore High 3 and he will be pre- | boundaries as protec- martyrs, fami-

sued orders for the Court (LHC) decided sented before the ATC | tive shield againstour  lies on 58th
District Police Officer to adjourn the hearing today [Wednesday]. | enemies.

1. Official accommodation for NRC at following tehsil/city is required with facilties /

Defence Day requirements mentioned a3 under

[or [ i | ‘ [ ot |
RAWALPINDI(INP): JRe Tobst | pisret ik
The Chairman Joint l & | NRC Sariab Road, \ Quetta Quit ‘ 3500 0 6000 Sqft ‘
Chiefs of Staff Com- atts
mittee (CICSC), Ser- + Accommodation should be persisting in the main ity
vices Chiefs and . S:s(cmmbczwrn nlcnv(n]:ﬁ area. pr([(r:hlvfr:m S50 sqft to 6000 sqft
« Should be at prominent place having independent entrance
Armed Forces of the * Scauity wise vabl ocatio and easly accessbe for gneralpublic
country paid rich trib- + Dedicated Blectrical Meter/Connection.
ute to martyrs, their B e e i
families and war vet- = Sullicient parking space Ko staf wnl geaseal public:
erans on the 58th De- + Tenancy for a longe perid e 10 years).
fence and Martyrs’ Interested parties / owners can purchase the bidding documents on submission of a written
Day of the Islamic ippirio s o s o o 100 o o moned s bren 730 MM 0 330 P e
Republic of Pakistan. a0 e 2 (under Single Stage - Two Bxvelope Bidding Procedure). The _"i.wl sl b ey
marked as General an proposals. General Bids | Proposal will be oper
According to the ke n Generl and Pinsacialpropoal. Genere Bids / Proposlwil b opene by

¢ H 200 houe at Regonl Hed Offck NADIA New Zughoon Fonq Qv i empect of kbl e Bl
Inter-Services Public | Propasals must include the following documents in adition to any other information that the bidder may
Relations (ISPR), the find necessary. Moreover, detal terma and. condiions, required specification, evaluation. critria. are

{litary feadk mentioned in bidding documents

country’s military lead- + " Atested photocopy of ownership / easeleased propery documents.
ership in its message Ao photcsy of ld apprved i P, CNIC, T, G5 57,
said that on 6th Scp- o comy v
tember 1965, it was building is not temporary | permanently debarred from any Government agency |
vet again displ ayed oy | epcman (it s e gy o0 MG oot
thatasmaller but righ- > eraied.
teous force overcame > e e e i et
a numerically larger % Fregrend il o et Propem)
enemy with profes- e e et ; -
sionalism, determina- B m n T et et bubting Ml 1, s gl s, o=y
tionand faith. “Indeed e —— R —

this dayand associated
LAHORE : Caretaker Mmster for Re]ignusAffalrs and [nterfalth Harmony Aneeq he"‘:‘“ a:‘d sacrifices
Ahmed along with Jamat-e-Islami (JI) chief Sirajul Haq talkking to media. continue to inspire our
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Sana Mahjabeen Umrani ap-
pointed as ADC Gwadar

Behram Baloch:

Sana Mahjabeen Umrani was appointed as the first addi-
tional deputy commissioner (revenue) Gwadar. According
to an official statement, Sana Mahjabeen assumed the
charge of ADC Gwadar on Wednesday. She has already
served as additional deputy commissioner in Quetta and
assistant commissioner in Surab.

Levies man killed in Mastung Balochistan

From Our Correspondent:
MASTUNG: Alevies man was
killed in a firing incident in
Balochistan’s Mastung district
on Thursday. Police sources

said unknown accused opened s

fire at the Bus Addah area of
the city.

The firing left a levies man
dead. The victim was identi-
fied as Abdul Zahir. Two
people were injured in the at-

tack. The injured were rushed

to Shaheed Nawab Ghous

Bakhsh Raisani hospital for
medical treatment. The attack-
ers escaped unhurt from the

@

t.

The dead body of levies
was also shifted to the hospi-
tal. Senioradministration offi-
cials and police reached the
spot as aninvestigationinto the
incident went underway.

I
i
|
|

JI to stage protest demo agamst worst
inflation outs1de Governor House Quetta

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Jamaat e
Islami (JI) Balochistan on
Wednesday announced to
stage a protest demonstration
outside the Governor’s House
against worst inflation. The
party would stage a demon-
stration on September 24,
Maulana Abdul Haq Hashmi,
the Balochistan Amir of the JT
told a press conference at the
Quetta Press Club. Dr. Attau
ur Rehman and Professor Sul-
tan of the JT were also present
on the occasion.

Maulana Abdul Haq
Hashmi has said that by push-
ing the countryinto a quagmire
of crises, the former rulers are
now busy trying to hide their
corruption. The government
should try to pull the countr;
out of difficult situations wit]
courage, or they should show
their infront of the

0
gl mir Siraj ul Haq to lead
the demonstration

He said that the Jamaat-
e-Islami’s effort is to create
awareness among the people
so that the people cannot reach
their enemies.

The previous govemments
have made agreements with
the IMF to suppress the coun-
try, Maulana Hashmi claimed.
Instead of burdening the
people, the privileges of the
country’s elite should be re-
duced, he demanded. Those
who drowned Balochistan arc
saying today that Balo«.hl%lan
has sunk. He said that a r
test dharna will be held on
tember 24 in front of Gover-
nor House Quetta under the
leadership of Ameer Jamaat-
e-Islami Sirajul Haque against
inflation and the agreements
made Wllh IMF organized by

Rulers should reduce their
luxuries

He said that Jamaat-e-
Islami has decided to issue a
white paper to expose the cor-
ruption 1n the country, espe-
cially in Balochistan, and will
soon call for a power genera-
tion conference along with a
long march. He said that theft
of electricity has become com-
mon in political departments,
but no one is taking notice, on
the other hand, poor peop]e
have been forced to commit
suicide by charging electricity
bills h?her than their salaries.
He said that the caretaker gov-
ernment has no intention to re-
duce the prices of petroleum
products, the government’s
show of helplessness has cre-
ated fear in the people, which
is condemnable. In response to
aquestion, he said that the rul-
ers who harmed the public

mandate are not praiseworthy

Australia PM conﬁrms
China visit, Lisays ready
to resume exchanges

PERTH (INP): Australia’s
prime minister confirmed on
Thursday he will visit China
later this year after talks with
China’s premier, who said
Beijing was ready to resume
bilateral exchanges after years
of friction.

The announcement by
Australian Prime Minister An-
thonyAlbanese on the sidelines
of a Southeast Asia summit in
Indonesia came after a years-
long break in relations over
political and economic issues
including Chinese sanctions on
Australian imports.

“Iconfirmedthe invitation
from President Xi,” Albanese
told reporters after talks with
Chinese Premier Li Qiang,
adding he “will visit China later
this year at a mutually agree-
able time™. The trip would be
the first to China by an Aus-
tralian prime minister since
2016. Li told Albanese China
was ready to work with Aus-
tralia to resume exchanges in
different areas, Chinese state
news agency Xinhua reported,
without mentioning specific

ISLAMABAD: : SaudiAmbassador to Pakista

areas.

He said the Asia-Pacific
region was theshared home of
both countries and Beijin,
would work with Australia to
safeguard peace and stability
in the region, according to
Xinhua.

China’s foreign ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said
ijing welcomed the planned
visit and that “a healthy and
stable China-Australia relation-
ship serves the fundamental
interests of the two peoples™.

Albanese thanked Presi-
dent Xi Jinping for the invita-
tion and said his talks with Li
were “constructive” and “posi-
tive”, adding the two countries
needed more dialogue to im-
prove relations.

“This was an important
meeting. I told premier Li that
we would continue to cooper-
ate where we can, disagree
where we must and engage in
our national interest,” he said.

Albanese last met Xi on the
sidelines of the G20 summit on
the Indonesian resort island of
Bali inNovember.

Sudan army chief
visits Qatar on third
trip since war began
KHARTOUM (INP):
Sudanese army chief Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan travelled
Thursday to Doha for talks
with Qatar’ 'semir, Sudan’s rul-

g ing sovereign council said, his

third trip abroad during his
nearly five-month war with
paramilitaries.

Burhan and Qatar’s
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani will “discuss bilateral
relations, issues of common
interest, and the situation in
Sudan,” a council statement
said. Since April 15, Sudan’s
regular army has been at war
with the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces, led by
Burhan’s former deputy,
Mohamed Hamdan Daglo.

After spending months
under siege inside the military
headquarters in Khartoum,
Burhan made his first 1oray
outside last monthand has vis-
ited regional allies in recent
weeks.

He has since been based
in Port Sudan in the country’s
east, which has been spared
the hghlmg and to which gov-
ernment officials and the
United Nations have relocated.

Nawaf Saced A AlMalkiy called
on the Caretaker Federal Health Minister Dr. Nadeem Jan.

! | on Thursday.

Dollar goes

down by Rs

2.48 in interbank, trad-
ing at 304.50

KARACHI (INP): The US
dollar (USD) goes down by
2.48 rupees in interbank this
morningand trading at 304.50

“The greenback rate
dropped by two rupees in the
open market and trading at 310
Paki 1:1“1 rupees,” Forex deal-

)

Pakistani rupee(PKR) has
made impressive recovery
against the US dollar (USD)
in the open market in three
days, rising by Rs18 against the
greenback, currency dealers
said. “The banks selling the
dollar to importers at Rs
305.70,” dealers said.

President Forex Associa-
tion of Pakistan Malik Bostan
has said that the US dollar will
also enter in the reverse gear
mode and will come down to
Rs 300. It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the caretaker gov-
ernment has announced a
crackdown against dollars
smuggling following the identi-
fication of facilitators linked to
government officials.

To combat dollar smug-
gling, hoarding, and organized
crime, the caretaker govern-
ment has decided to launch
comprehensive crackdown.

The identification of facili-

tators and patrons among gov-
ernment officials has already
taken place, and a list has been
compiled for this purpose,
sources said.

A day earlier, it was re-
ported that the US Dollar
(USD) rate dropped in the open
market after an administrative
crackdown and deployment of
plain-clothed law enforcement
personnel at exchange compa-
nies across the country.

IMF ‘approves’ Rs15bn
relief in electricity bills
ISLAMABAD (INP): Ina sig-
nificant development, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF)
has given the green light to a
relief plan of Rs 15 billion
which aimed to give financial
relief to electricity consumers
in Pakistan, sources said on
Thursday.

According to media re-
ports, matter revealed that the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) played a pivotal role in
securing this relief from the
IMF, adding that the FBR has
exceeded expectations by col-
lecting an impressive amount
of Rs 20 billion in excess taxes.

The IMF’s decision to
grant the reliefof Rs15 billion

aimed at relieving the finan-
cial burden on electricity con-
sumers — is a testament to the
commendable performance of
the FBR.

It underscores the tireless
efforts of key figures in the
caretaker government, includ-
ing Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwarul Haq Kakar, Care-
taker Finance Minister Dr.
Shamshad Akhtar, and Care-
taker Energy Minister
Muhammad Ali. The relief
package is expected to provide
substantial benefits to consum-
ers withup to 200 units of elec-

tricity

“The law T-
sonnel monitoring dollars’ sale
and purchase in exchange
companies,” secretary ex-
change companies body Zafar
Paracha has said.

Plain-clothed law enforce-
ment personnel have been de-
ployed on the premises of ex-
change companies across the
country. “We had requested to
the administration to deploy
plain-clothed officials outside
the exchange companies,”
President Forex Association of
Pakistan Malik Bostan stated.
“Our members had com-
plained that the black mafia
agents giving headache to
them,” he said. “These agents
grab the people, coming to the
exchange companies for dol-
lars, outside lhepremlws of the
companies,” Bostan stated.

FIA accelerates
crackdown on cur-
rency smugglers

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Federal
Investigation Agency has accek
erated its crackdown against the
smuggling of foreign currency on
Thursday. The Peshawar zone
ranks first in the crackdown
against Hawala/Hundi. During the
last 20 days, as many as 27 ac-
tions have been taken against the
Hundi references. During the
crackdown, the FIA Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa zone arrested 28
accused and recovered more than
Rs102 million from the accused.
The FIA took the mobile
phones of the accused and sent
them for forensi ses were reg-
istered against all the accused
under currency smuggling.

Ly
ISLAMABAD: :Special Assistant to the Prlmc Minister; Jawad Sohrab Malik, S!rcnglhcns Support

for Overseas Pakistanis through E
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ty Welfare Attaches.

Digital Silk Road to stimulate
Pak-China e-commerce collabo-
ration: Lin Jianming

BEIING (INP): Digital Silk
Road will help to stimulate
Pak-China e-commerce col-
laboration, said Lin Jianming
Chairmanand CEO of Chinese
sci-tech enterprise Samoyed
Cloud Technology, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) reported on
Thursday. “Next, we’re going
to make full use of Altools to
promote technological innova-
tionand learn from

Up to November 2022,
Chlmhad established the Digj-
tal Silk Road cooperation
mechanism with 16 countries
and advanced Silk Road e-
commerce bilateral cooperation
mechanism with26 countries,
including Pakistan. Samoyed
Cloud Technology, focused on

EZTRADER was launched in
May of this year, it has at-
tracted more than 3,000 local
retailers, including 3C digital,
home appliances, stationery,
accessories, beauty makeup
and the like, which complehely
exceeding our expectations,"

saidLin To date EZTRADER
is alo-

artificial intelli (AI), big
data, mobile Internet, and
cloud computing, exploited the

experience, integrating into
Pakistan's national digital strat-
egy to effectively facilitate the
shared prosperity ofthe China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC)," he said.

China's digital trade has
developed vigorously for the
past few years. According to
the datareleased by the China
Academy of Information and
Communications Technology,
the scale of China's digital
economy increased by USD
4.1 trillion, with an average
annual compound growth rate
of 14.2 percent from 2016 to
2022. The dividend of China's
boomingdigital trade has pro-
vided a pool of business oppor-
tunities and injected fresh hope
into countries along the Belt
and Road

vast potential of Pakistan's digi-
tal economy and launched its
e-commerce platform
EZTRADER to provide digi-
tal trade services for the local
retailers importing Chinese
products. Recently, Lin called
on Pakistani Ambassador to
China Moinul Haque to reach
an important consensus on
continuingto deepen the digi-
tal transformation of Pakistan.

“The common goal of both
parties is to allow Pakistani
people to buy better and
cheaper Chinese goods,” the
Ambassador indicated, “as
well as to enable our business-
mento reduce financial pres-
sure and better expand their
business scale." “Chinese prod-
ucts are popular in Pakistan.
Since  the  platform

calized comprehenslve e-com-
merce service platform con-
necting the local small and
mediumesized retail B-side and
trade B-side inPakistan. With
anefficient supplier system, it
provides one-stop B2B digita-
lization for the whole link of e-
commerce trade from pur-
chase and sale to payment.

Lin considers that with
Pakistan, the fifthmost popu-
lous country in the world, with
the popularity of mobile
Internet, the information flow,
capital flow and logistics has a
certaindevelopment founda-
tion, thus the digital transfor-
mationhas huge growth poten-
tial. Inthe future, the company
will focus onpromoting higher-
level and deeper cooperation
in the digital field with coun-
tries alongthe Belt and Road,
including Pakistan.




