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Speakers call for an end to gender
based violence in Pakistan

QUETTA: Ministry of Human Rights held an aware-
ness-raising & sensitization events on women rights
& Gender-Based Violence (GBV) for the local com-
munities of Quetta. The objective of the event was
to enhance the understanding of communities re-
garding the rights of women and GBV, its negative
impact on society and ways in which it can be ad-
dressed through community-based measures and
the role of Ministry of Human Rights in addressing
these issues.

The event focused on ar-
eas like women’s rights,

The event focused on areas like women’s rights,
pro-women laws, institutional, rehabilitation, refer-
ral & other protective measures in place for the sur-
vivors of GBV.

More than 145 participants from various com-
munities including women, students, transgender,
civil soc iety representatives, lawyers, education
officers, health officials, district administration of-
ficers and media participated in the session. Ms.
Ambreen Gul and Ms. Rubina Zehri from Women
Development Department, Quetta said that violence
isn’t only physical, there are other kinds of Vio-
lence as well, like Economic and Psychological vio-

lence.

Women should be given
due rights

Mr Shahzad Ahmad Khan, Director-IC, Min-
istry of Human Rights explained in detail the laws
for protection against GBV, their sections, of-
fences and puni shments.   He said that
womenconstitute more than half of the popula-
tion of Pakistan. Economic, physical and psy-
chological violence prevents them from joining
the formal or informal economy which not only
causes harm to the victims and their families but
it also hinders the economic progress of the na-
tion as a whole.

Ms. Fauzia Shaheen, Baluchistan Commis-
sion on the Status of Women and Ms. Farkhanda
Aurangzeb NCHR, Member Baluchistan ex-
plained various laws in Baluchistan related to
women’s rights and GBV.

Mr Alahuddin Khilji, Resident DirectorAurat
Foundation explained in detail the facilities/rem-
edies available for women survivors, punishment
for perpetrators and other GBV related issues in
Quetta.

Press Release

1783 girls schools have no washroom facility
in Balochistan: Ministers

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In Balochistan, 1783 girls’ schools have
no washroom facility. This was revealed by the care-
taker Balochistan education minister, Qadir Bakhsh
Baloch while addressing a press conference at
Quetta Press Club on Friday evening.

Balochistan Caretaker Information Minister, Jan
Achakzai, and caretaker health minister, Amir
Muhammad Jogezai addressed a joint press confer-
ence and highlighted investment potential, health
and education issues of the province. They spoke
at length and vowed to lay the right foundation of
the system within a few months to improve the gov-
ernance and functioning of government depart-
ments.

“Overall, 5716 govern-
ment-run schools have no

toilet facility”
“Overall, 5716 government-run schools have

no toilet facility”, the caretaker education minister
revealed. He termed this one of the underlying rea-
sons behind the poor literacy rate and declining
standard of education in Balochistan.

Mr. Baloch painted a very bleak picture of the
education department and vowed to bring reforms
in a short span of time in terms of improving the
quality of education. The education minister fur-
ther revealed that a single teacher for 4,000 schools
across the province. “We are trying to deploy a
second teacher for each school to make sure the

presence of teachers”, he informed.

A smart/model school to
be established in each

district: Baloch
In response to a question, the education minis-

ter admitted that still there were thousands of non-
functional/ghost schools across Balochistan with
thousands of ghost teachers. He said most of the
teachers were performing their duties in urban cen-
ters and they were reluctant to perform their duties
in the rural and far-flung areas of Balochistan.

He, however, announced that a model/smart
school would be established in every district within
a few months to impart quality education to stu-
dents. “Poor and marginalized students should be
provided quality education”, he said.

Health Card to be
launched this month: Dr.

Jogezai
Speaking on the occasion, Balochistan health

minister, Dr. Amir Muhammad Jogezai informed that
the much-awaited health card would be launched
this month.  He said over 2 million families across
Balochistan would be provided free health cards to
avail quality health treatment. “We are committed
to improving health services for the common man”,
Dr. Jogezai said.

Bilawal demands polls on time and in
accordance with Constitution

KARACHI: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
on Friday demanded elections “as soon as pos-
sible” and within the constitutional limit of 90 days.

The ECP has ruled out
elections this year

The ECP has ruled out elections this year, while
the 90-day limit for holding polls following the dis-
solution of the National Assembly (NA), as man-
dated under Article 224 of the Constitution, ends
on November 9.

It reasons its decision to push elections be-
yond November 9 on the basis of the notification of
results of the new digital 2023 census and Section
17(2) of the Elections Act, which states: “The com-
mission shall delimit constituencies after every cen-
sus is officially published.”

Speaking to the media in Karachi, the former
foreign minister said that the people of the country
were facing three major issues at the moment —
inflation, unemployment and poverty.

“The PPP’s stance is that we don’t have a po-
litical enemy or a political opponent. Our fight is
against poverty, unemployment and inflation,” he
said. Bilawal said that the PPP had always helped
the people of the country and given aid to the
impoverished.“Through its performance, the PPP

has always proven that it does people-friendly poli-
tics and governance. And that is why the PPP still
says that elections should be held as soon as pos-
sible, according to the Constitution and within 90
days so that we can win the polls and serve the
people of the country and take them out of these
difficult economic times.

PPP stands for democ-
racy

During his media talk, the PPP chairman was
also asked about the recent statement by Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) emir Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, who headed the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM), wherein he claimed that general
elections would have been held by now if the PPP
had not gone back on its words.

Talking to journalists in Lahore, the JUI-F chief
had said that all component parties of the PDM had
agreed to hold elections early last year but the PPP
went back on its promise and then all parties de-
cided to bring the no-confidence motion against
the then-prime minister Imran Khan.

In his response, Bilawal said that the maulana
was a senior politician, adding that he did not wish
to go into much detail about the statement made by
the PDM chief. News Desk

SC rejects PDM's objections to bench hearing
pleas against audio leaks commission

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Friday re-
jected the Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM)
government's plea objecting to the bench hearing
petitions challenging the audio leaks commission.

Announcing the reserved judgement, Justice
Ijazul Ahsan said the objections raised were "an
attack on the judiciary"

The five-member like-minded
larger bench

The five-member like-minded larger bench of
the apex court, led by CJP Bandial, has charged the
PDM government with delaying the court proceed-
ings as well as non-implementation of its orders
about the holding of Punjab Assembly elections.

"The court has faced all such actions of the
federal government with tolerance, forbearance and
restraint. However, it goes without saying that any
refusal to implement a final and therefore binding
judgment of the court can be visited with conse-
quences laid down in the Constitution." The former
coalition government had raised objections over

the presence of Chief Justice of Pakistan Umar Ata
Bandial, Justice Ijazul Ahsan and Justice Muneeb
Akhtar on the bench hearing the case.

On May 26, the apex court
stayed the proceedings

On May 26, the apex court stayed the proceed-
ings of the commission led by Justice Qazi Faez Isa
and included Balochistan High Court Chief Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan and Islamabad High Court
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq.

A five-judge SC bench, which apart from the
three judges, included Justice Syed Hasan Azhar
Rizvi and Justice Shahid Waheed issued the order
while hearing four petitions filed by PTI Chairman
Imran Khan, Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA)
President Abid Zuberi as well as others against the
inquiry commission.In the written order, the SC
stated that the Attorney General for Pakistan (AGP)
Mansoor Awan had raised objections over the pres-
ence of three judges included in the bench citing
“conflict of interest”. News Desk
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Reaching the stars
By F.S. Aijazuddin

The eastern rivers
By Ali Tauqeer Sheikh

THE launch by India of
its Chandrayaan-3 rocket
and space probe on Aug
23, 2023, and, a few days
later, its Aditya L-1 ob-
servation mission to the
sun, have propelled In-
dia into another league.
They have separated the
men from the boys.

Such programmes
take nations decades to
develop. The commit-
ment to the US lunar mis-
sion was announced by
president John F.
Kennedy in May 1961. It
was fulfilled eight years
later in July 1969, when
Apollo XI sent two as-
tronauts — Neil
Armstrong and ‘Buzz’
Aldrin — to the moon
and returned them to
earth safely, to be wel-
comed by Kennedy’s
successor (and nemesis)
president Richard Nixon.

I n d i a ’ s
Chandrayaan’s project
was  mad e public  by
Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpa-yee in Au-
gust 2003. Twenty years
later,  an- -other BJP
leader,  PM Narendra
Modi, beca--me the ben-
eficiary of Vajpayee’s
farsightedness.

I n d i a ’ s
Chandrayaan-3 mission,
like that of Apollo XI, will
scratch the surface of the
moon and conduct valu-
ab le s cientific
exp e-r--iments there.
Apollo XI brought moon
ro--cks back to earth.
Fragments were distrib-
uted by Nixon to every
country in the world. (In-

cidentally, the one sent
to us is allegedly on dis-
play in the drawing room
of pres ident Yahya
Khan’s  grands on, in
Dubai.)It is interesting
that these futurist ic
spa-ce programmes draw
on antiquity for their
names — Apollo ,
Chandrayaan, and
Adit--ya. India’s two
mis sions, though,
bel-ong to a space age
where the horizon is in-
finity.

Chandrayaan-3 is
the first of its kind to
land successfully on the
moon’s South Pole. By
comparison, Aditya L-1
is even more daring. It
will travel 1.5 million ki-
lometers and take four
mo nths  to  reach
Lagrange point 1 — the
exact spot “where the
gravitational forces of
two  large ob jects —
such as the sun and the
earth — canc el each
other out, allowing a
spacecraft to hover. Once
Aditya-L1 reaches this
‘parking spot’, it would
be able to orbit the sun
at the same rate as the
earth”. It can monitor the
sun even during an
eclipse.

Although Pakistan
will never be the direct
beneficiary of the scien-
tific data collected by
Chandrayaan-3 and
Aditya L-1, it could learn
from their development
outlay. The cost of the
Aditya L-1 is reported to
be $46 million. By con-
trast, Pakistan’s external

debt stands at $125 bil-
lion, with no moon or sun
rockets to show for it.
India’s Chandrayaan-3 is
on the moon. Its Aditya
L-1 will hover around the
sun. It is not inconceiv-
able that India may soon
launch a space station
that will orbit the earth,
with its hardware aimed
at sites hidden from the
naked eye in
neighbouring countries.
Hopefully, someone in
our National Command
Authority respons ible
for protection of our
nuclear assets has an-
ticipated such a possi-
bility.

It should remember,
though, US president
Ronald Reagan’s Strate-
gic Defence Initiative of
1983, to provide the US
with a spac e-based
shield that would detect
and destroy enemy (ie
nuclear) ballistic missiles
as soon as they were
launched.

The then USSR, de-
termined not to be left
behind, tried to match
the US. It took a new
leader, Mikhail
Gorbachev, to admit the
idiocy that brought the
USSR to the brink of in-
solvency. The USSR
co llap sed und er the
weight of its  preten-
tious, unaffordable am-
bitions. It conceded de-
feat. In December 1987,
the US and the Soviet
Union signed the Inter-
mediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty, ending
the senseless arms race

between the two super-
powers. While India has
made the moon its back-
yard and given a new
meaning to solar power,
we in Pakistan are still
mired in the quicksand of
our past policies. The
seeds of our discontent
lie, for one, in the 1998
policy for New Private
Ind ependent  Power
Projects.

Its preamble read:
“Once the restructuring,
co rporatis ation and
privatisation of Wapda/
KESC’s thermal power
generation, power trans-
mission and distribution
is complete and Nepra is
fully operative, all future
investment  in power
generation, transmission
and distribution facilities
will become market
driven and of no direct
concern to GOP. Inves-
tors will deal with pur-
chasers, the distribution
companies; enter into
supply contracts with
them, develop  the ir
projects under Nepra li-
cence and operate under
its oversight.”

It continued: “Com-
petitive tariffs will com-
prise an energy pur-
chase price and a capac-
ity purchase price with
adequate provisions for
escalation. The GOP will
guarantee that the terms
of executed agreements,
inc luding p ayment
terms, are maintained.”

The bureaucrats
who designed the
scheme enjoy protection
here or asylum abroad.

CLIMATE change has
made the South Asian
monsoon evermore un-
predictable. Heavy rains
in the catchment areas of
the Beas, Ravi and Sutlej
rivers deep inside India
have flooded Pakistan’s
Punjab province. It has
become vital for India
and Pakistan to initiate a
dialogue on the
transboundary impact of
climate change, starting
with water management
between the two coun-
tries.

The eastern rivers
were awarded to India for
its exclusive use under
the Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT). Their total water
at the time amounted to
about 33 million acre
feet. Over the years, In-
dia has developed  a
complex web of dams,
supported by link canals
and barrages, to utilise
its share almost entirely.
They include Bhakra
Dam on the Sutlej, the
Pong and Pandoh dams
on the Beas , Thein
(Ranjitsagar) on the
Ravi, the Beas-Sutlej
Link, the Mad hapur-
Beas Link, and the Indira
Gandhi Canal to
Rajasthan. They collec-
tively divert about 95 per
cent of water flows — all
in accordance with the
treaty.

India has addition-
ally planned three
projects to bring new ar-
eas under irrigation, in-
stead of leaving the bal-
ance of about 2MAF for
environmental flows.

The IWT, though, had
not envisioned this, and
neither has Pakistan
raised it as an option to
test the waters. Pakistan
has not raised any con-
cerns over India’s plans
to divert the remaining
water of its eastern riv-
ers.

In doing so,  while
both countries are true to
the letter of the treaty,
they are violative of its
spirit: it was  not the
treaty’s intent to disturb
the hydrology, ecology,
economy, culture or folk-
lore of the birthplace of
the Indus  Valley
Civilisation that prob-
ably originated with the
city o f Harap pa and
flourished, according to
some experts, between
3,500 and 2,700 BCE.

The construction of
the Bhakra and  Beas
dams was, however, con-
ceived decades before
the two countries signed
the water distribution
treaty in 1960. Bhakra
Dam was first conceived
in 1916 and the prelimi-
nary work started in 1946,
a year before indepen-
dence. It was completed
in 1963, within two years
of the  signing o f the
IWT. This d am has
helped India utilise al-
most all of its share of the
eastern rivers. The Pong
and Pandoh dams were
conceived in 1926. The
second phase of con-
struction began in 1961
and was completed in
1974.

As these projects

were completed, the flow
of waters to Pakistan de-
creased to a trickle. In the
Sutlej at Suleimanki, the
peak of 598,872 cusecs
per second in 1955 was
reduced to a mere 17,462
cusecs in 2022. In the
Ravi, at Ravi Syphon, the
flows shrank from a peak
of 920,000 to just 63,720
cusecs during the same
period. Except for the
high floods of 1988, the
upstream infrastructure
has steadily become wa-
tert ight, not allo wing
any downstream leak-
age.

This has po sed
monumental challenges
to communities  living
along the Ravi and Sutlej
rivers in Pakistan: the re-
charging of groundwater
and flushing of stagnant
and polluted waters of
dying rivers no longer
happens annually. The
sedimentation and nutri-
ents that periodic flood-
ing brought to  the ir
fields has ceased. Farm-
ers keep up the yield
with costly inputs that
further degrade the qual-
ity of surface water and
groundwater.

For illustrative pur-
poses, the Ravi’s high
floods at Jassar in 1955
crossed 680,000 cusecs,
compared to only 71,010
cusecs in 2023. In Sutlej,
at Suleimanki, it crossed
598,872 cusecs, com-
pared to 191,053 cusecs
during the same period.
In other word s, the
present flooding is noth-
ing when compared to

the floods  of 1955, in
spite of the multiple chal-
lenges they posed.

Several conclusions
can be drawn from these
trends: one, the con-
struction of infrastruc-
ture upstream by India,
has reduced for Pakistan
the risks  o f freq uent
floods. Allowances for
human error and man-
agement practices, how-
ever, need to be agreed
on with India to mitigate
Pakistan’s risks. Two, in-
tense monsoon can still
render the existing infra-
struc ture inad equate
and unsafe. Pakistan’s
risks will compound if
present thresholds be-
come more frequent.

Three, as India-Pa-
kistan improve their early
warning systems and bi-
lateral communication
mechanisms, Pakistan
will need to undertake a
strategic resilience as-
sessment of its infra-
structure. A relatively
small number of families
were recently evacuated
to safety. Is it possible
to permanently move the
settlers in riverbeds to
safer locations? In
Sindh, this is presently
being d one under a
World Bank project, by
granting land ownership
documents and extend-
ing financial support for
flood -proof housing.
The present floods in the
eastern rivers provide an
important turning point
to  leapfro g towards
flood-resilient communi-
ties and infrastructure.

Editor: Asim Khan

In pursuit of quality PHC
By Zafar Mirza

MY quest for quality pri-
mary healthcare (PHC)
continues. I see it as a
panacea for health devel-
opment in my country.
We will never be able to
improve our worst na-
tional health indicators
without paying serious,
sincere and sus tained
policy and fiscal atten-
tion to PHC. We have
abysmal health indica-
tors because we have
abysmal PHC. PHC is the
foundation of universal
health coverage. With-
out this footrest, UHC
would remain a dream.
Somewhere in our minds
we have all accepted that
PHC  means  p oor
healthcare fo r po or
people. And that this
poor healthcare can be
provided b y any un-
trained health profes-
sional. In that sense,
poor attention to PHC
also reflects the elite na-
ture of our health sector
and society. The elite
mindset is pervasive and
hence the neglect of PHC
is systemic. Go vern-
ments spend relatively
little on PHC; we don’t
teach PHC to our medi-
cal students, nor expose
them to its facilities; the
discipline of family medi-
cine is not developed
enough. In most cases
our young doctors have

never set foot inside a
PHC facility even after
completing their house
jobs. When I took over
as a special assistant to
the prime minister in
2019, I personally visited
BHUs and RHCs — 18
of them — in the rural
areas of Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory. None of
them had ever seen a
properly appointed doc-
to r and the required
staff. Many were de-
serted or being operated
at a very sub-optimal
level by whatever staff
was available. This was
within the radius of a few
kilometres from the seat
of the federal govern-
ment. We took some re-
medial measures.
Through PC-Is, the
buildings  were up-
graded and staff was ap-
pointed and no w the
situation is much better.
But if this could be the
situation in the capital,
one can only imagine the
situation in the remote
parts of Balochistan and
Gilgit Baltistan. In the last
two years I have trav-
elled within the country
and have visited many
kinds of public and pri-
vate health facilities,
health projects and emer-
gency situations. In all
this, I have been mainly
driven by my quest to

see and learn from good
practices in PHC.

In the public sector,
PHC is developing at a
snail’s pace and contin-
ues to suffer from lack of
all kinds of resources. In
the commercial private
sector, our general prac-
titioners are on their own
except for a handful of
NGOs working with a few
of them on preventive
care. Commercial private
hospitals, barring a few
big ones for the very
rich, are outright exploit-
ing the patients. Unnec-
essary prescriptions on
the behest of corrupted
pharmaceutical market-
ing, unnecessary and ex-
pensive diagnostic tests
with set rates of kick-
backs for doctors who
order them, and even
unnecessary and unsafe
surgeries are so common
in the private health mar-
ketplace that it is now
considered an accepted
norm about which there
is no need to even feel
guilty! However, there is
a huge though
unquantified not-for-
profit sector in health.
This sector is unfathom-
able and comes in all
shapes, forms and scale.
I have had the privilege
of visiting some of them
in the last two years.
These initiatives are

driven by passion fu-
elled by local and foreign
philanthropy and devel-
opment funds. Most of
them are driven so much
by a passion for service
that they leave behind
quality cons iderations
and proper staff training,
as well as give attention
to developing systems.

In a recent visit to
Karachi en route to Cairo
for a WHO expert con-
sultation on PHC, I had
the privilege to visit two
not-for-pro fit PHC
projects and one not-for
profit hospital. Visiting
these organisations and
spending hours in their
facilities has given me a
great sense of satisfac-
tion and promise and has
reinforced my belief that
quality PHC  can be
organised and delivered
to poor people in Paki-
stan, by respecting their
dignity and in accor-
dance with their needs.
First, I visited the Sina
Health , Ed ucation &
Welfare Trust which has
matured the art of deliv-
ering quality PHC ser-
vices over the last 25
years. Currently, they are
operating 39 PHC cen-
tres in the slums of
Karachi. All are purpose-
built well-designed PHC
facilities with a well-
trained PHC team and a

dedicated facility man-
ager. All operations are
managed  through an
electronic medical record
system. There is an in-
house pharmacy and di-
agnostics services are
offered. Special empha-
sis is  put  on mental
health and there are dedi-
cated teams for quality
assurance, continuous
staff-training, monitor-
ing and research. Two
aspects of this operation
particularly impressed
me: continuous devel-
opment for improved
systems and conscious-
ness of the importance of
developing a model of
care that is replicable.
Secondly, I visited a simi-
larly high-quality PHC
organisation, Shine Hu-
manity,  which
specialises in delivering
quality health services in
rural areas. Founded in
2009 by a few Pakistani
doctors in the US, the
organisation has gradu-
ally developed its system
and currently operates
12 facilities, which in-
clude purpose built-fixed
facilities, satellite clinics
in the more remote rural
areas of Sindh and mo-
bile clinics .All health
services are completely
free and resources are
raised through local phi-
lanthropists.

Crow and the swan
By Zubeida Mustafa

IN his highly readable
book Slaughtered With-
out A Knife, retired chief
justice of Pakistan
Jawwad S. Khawaja
gives an account of his
oath-taking ceremony in
Is lamabad in August
2015.

I reproduce excerpts
as readers would find his
own words p oignant
and also appreciate the
author’s views on auster-
ity and os tentation:
“[My] oath-taking cer-
emony was held at the
glaringly incongruous
Presidential Palace.

This was on Aug 17,
2015. A couple of days
before that, a steel trunk
was delivered  to my
chamber. It contained
outlandish, ornate robes,
a pair of shoes with metal
buckles, a wig and other
parap hernalia … The
crow trying to mimic the
swan, as the Seraiki say-
ing goes. The strange,
out-of-place attire re-
minded me of the occa-
sions  when I had at-
tended the oath-taking
ceremonies of the two
chief justices who imme-
diately preceded  me.
They had worn these
same robes … I found the
regalia to symbolise ob-
sequious servility to the
pre-independence Brit-
ish era which continues
to awe us and enchants

our imagination … “I,
therefore, had the trunk
with its contents sent
back ... there was a law
on our statute books
prescribing a dress code
for judges … It was worn
by me at my oath-taking
… [What was] apparent
from this incident was
the unnecessary empha-
sis on ritual and form
over substance. The
pomp, show and extrava-
gance of the whole cer-
emony made me think:
‘can this attitude be jus-
tified when our govern-
ments are approaching
all and sundry, with beg-
ging bowl in hand?’ It is
a question all public of-
ficials, being trustees for
the people of Pakistan,
need to think about …

“I had gone to the
Presidential Palace for
the oath with my friend
and driver, Sardar Ali
Hasan, in my official car;
very functional, though
somewhat old.  … For
now, after the oath, when
I came out of the front
entrance of the Presi-
dential Palace, I was sur-
rounded by many fawn-
ing officials, but I did not
find Sardar. “I inquired
about him and my car,
and was shown a large
and obviously very ex-
pensive one; a top-of-
the-line bullet-pro of
Mercedes Benz. I was

informed that this now
was my official vehicle.
It was to be accompa-
nied by a convoy of ve-
hicles … full of security
personnel,  an amb u-
lance, a vehicle fitted
with equipment to detect
and disable explos ives
and a few other vehicles.
So, within the two hours
or so between my arrival
and my departure from
the Presidential Palace, I
had been transformed
from a mortal into a demi-
god with entitlement. “I
to ld whoever was in
charge that I did not want
this car and security de-
tail. So, Sardar came with
my perfectly functional
car in which I returned to
the Supreme Court. It is
such things as cars, con-
voys , security details
and fawning sycophan-
tic officials, which may
help explain how, at
times, a perfectly normal
and sens ib le pers on
starts  behaving like a
megalomaniac. In my
view, such showy and
pretentious displays at
the state’s expense can-
not be justified. A more
frugal ceremony would
have been better and
more dignified.

” The ostentation
Khawaja Sahib writes
about continues to be as
relevant today as it was
back in 2015.

Shelterless schools in Balochistan
and CM Mir Ali Mardan Domki

 Editorial :
Caretaker Minister Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan Domki announcement about
the construction of buildings for shelterless schools appears to be a positive
stride. As per the statistics of the education department, the number of shelter-
less schools across the province is more than 2,000. However, independent
sources put the number much higher than what is being quoted by the depart-
ment.  The CM needs to translate his words into action in terms of the con-
struction of buildings and boundary walls for the government-run schools.
Although, the construction of buildings has not been reflected in the public
sector development program (PSDP) for the current financial year. However,
the government can evolve a strategy and mechanism to include all shelterless
schools in the forthcoming budget.

UNICEF, EU should go beyond inaugural sessions
Mr.  Ali Mardan Domki made this announcement while addressing the

inaugural ceremony of the Balochistan Education Support Program (BESP).
Representatives of the European Union and UNICEF were also in attendance.
As far as UNICEF and EU are concerned, they have to go beyond inaugural
sessions and take steps for the promotion of the education sector.

Yes, first it is the responsibility of the government of Balochistan to make
sure provision of education to every kid entitled under article 25-A of the
Constitution. But UNICEF and EU should not be confined to a private hotel or
their heavily-guarded offices. It has almost become a tradition that once in a
year these organizations hold such seminars.

8,188 schools have no toilet facility
According to the statistics of the education department, 8,188 schools

have no toilet facility. This is a matter of serious concern. The number of
government-run primaries, middle and high schools across Balochistan is more
than 15,000. Statistics show that 11,775 schools have no facility for drinking
water and nearly 8,000 schools have no boundary walls. It is good to see
representatives from the UNICEF and EU discussing education in Quetta. But
still, a lot needs to be done. Their attractive signboards and banners should
match their performance on the ground. As far as the government is con-
cerned, it must announce an emergency to make sure the enrollment of more
than 1 million children in schools and improve the state of facilities in schools.

Vulnerability of Balochistan Pakistan to Climate Change
Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

According to Climate
Change Performance In-
dex (CCPI), Pakistan is
the 5th most vulnerable
country to climate
change. Pakistan will
face a $26 billion annual
loss. The greenhouse
gas emissions of Paki-
stan are 0.7% which is
nearly negligible. Green-
house gases are result-
ing in the increase in
temperature of the planet
earth.

Pakistan received
heavy rainfall in this
monsoon. The rainfall
was followed by extreme
flash floods in many
parts of the country. The
3 p rovinces  Khyber
Pakhtun khwa(KPK),
Sindh, and Balochistan
particularly received
heavy rainfall and
floods. Till now most
damages are recorded in
the Balochistan prov-
ince.

Balochistan is the
most vulnerable

to climate change:
Balochistan is the

most vulnerable prov-

ince of Pakistan to cli-
mate change. Many
times this province has
faced different types of
natural disasters due to
climate change. Drought
is the major threat to
Balochistan as Barkan
the district of
Balochistan faced a pro-
longed drought of 22
months  from 1999 to
2002, and Quetta experi-
enced severe droughts
in 2000, 2004, and 2008.
During this monsoon
season, Baloc histan
faced extreme floods in
almost every part of the
province. The floods
swept away dams and
destroyed the buildings,
houses,  roads, and
bridges in Balochistan,
KPK, and Sindh. The
co mmunication links
were destroyed by the
merciless waves of the
flash floods . This re-
sulted in the breakdown
of physical communica-
tion between the prov-
inces. The  provinces
faced food shortages, as
all of the roads were bro-
ken and the bridges col-
lapsed. Train service was
also suspended due to

the collapse of a bridge
in Bolan, a district of
Balochistan. Punjab is
also facing smog and
heatwave as a result of
climate change. Some-
times the dens ity of
smog becomes such high
as the transportation
system remains sus-
pended even for days.

Balochistan
totally para-
lyzed due to

floods:
The floo d waves

destroyed the infrastruc-
ture in Balochistan. The
primary source of income
for Balochistan’s 85 per-
cent population is agri-
cultural. Floo ds d e-
stroyed crops on large
scale, and people faced
economic issues. Life in
the province was totally
paralyzed as it faced a
prolonged Sui gas sus-
pension, no electricity, a
shortage of food items,
and no mobile network.
The government an-
nounced 7 days holiday
for all educational insti-
tutions in the province,

due to the continuous
floods .  The floo ds
claimed many precious
human lives. Most of
them were children,
women, and aged men.
The provincial govern-
ment and Federal gov-
ernment seemed very
weak to cope with the
situation. Balochistan’s
government called for
the Pakistan Military to
be stationed in the dif-
ferent flood-affected ar-
eas of the province in or-
der to handle the un-
wanted incidents. The
National Disaster Man
Authority(NDMA) and
Provincial Disaster Man
Authority(PDMA) need
to make disaster man-
agement plans to handle
such s ituations . It
should highly train its
employees so that hu-
man lives can be saved.
Dams must be built on
emergency bases to pre-
vent floods and store
water for drought-like
situations. The dam con-
struction work should
be strictly supervised to
increase the construc-
tion quality of the dams.
The provincial govern-

ment must ensure zero
encroachment in the wa-
terways.

Pakistan as a
developing country
needs the coopera-
tion of the Interna-
tional community:

Pakistan’s economy
is mainly based on agri-
culture and c limate
change is adversely af-
fecting its crops. Climate
change is having an im-
pact on the seasonal
conditions of Pakistan in
which summers will get
longer and winters will
be shorter. Pakistan is
economically weak and it
is difficult for the coun-
try to  fight c limate
change. As a developing
country, it has limited re-
sources and poverty is
spread all over the coun-
try. The average daily
income of more than half
of the  pop ulation is
around 2 dollars. The
highes t emitt ers of
greenhouse gases are
developed countries. In-
terestingly only 10 coun-
tries emit 68 percent of
the greenhouse gases.
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US, Chinese and Russian officials
gather at Southeast Asia summit

Issues of business commu-
nity to be addressed on pri-

ority basis: Kakar

PIDE Roundtable meeting on Fixing
the Fiscal Policy

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Institute of
Development Econom-
ics (PIDE) Macro Policy
Lab on Thursday hosted
the  "Fixing Fiscal
Policy" Round Table
Conference. The event
addressed the persistent
challenge of fiscal indis-
cipline in Pakistan and
sought to chart a vision-
ary path for the nation's
fiscal policy.

Distinguished par-
ticipants included senior
economists, researchers,
and fiscal experts from
various institutions
across the country, such
as the Ministry of Plan-
ning, Development &
Special Initiatives, P&D
Baluchistan, QAU,
SZABIST, the US Em-
bassy, ADTMA, P&D
Punjab, IIUI, NUST, and
COMSATS. In his intro-
ductory remarks , Dr.
Nasir Iqbal, Associate
Pro f. and Chief of
Macro-Policy Lab, PIDE
said that the  Round
Table Conference, "Fix-
ing Fiscal Policy," aims
to unite policymakers

and thought leaders to
foster collaboration and
develop local solutions
in the fiscal framework of
Pakistan.

By bringing to-
gether academia and
policymakers, we seek to
chart a visionary path of
fiscal policy in Pakistan
for the  future,  tran-
scending from short-
term appro aches and
firefighting. In his open-
ing remarks speaking at
the oc casion Dr.
Nadeem ul Haque, VC
PIDE said that three
things need to be fo-
cused on for the fixation
of fiscal policy. Firstly,
the role of the govern-
ment is crucial in ensur-
ing effective fiscal man-
agement. Secondly, taxa-
tion and expenditure
must be carried out in a
transparent manner with
accountability.  This in-
cludes how to collect
taxes, how to sp end
them, and where to allo-
cate funds. Lastly, debt
management is also an
important aspect that re-
quires attention. Dr.

Ashfaque Hasan Khan,
Principal of the School
of Social Sciences &
Humanities, NUST while
sp eaking at the
roundtable meeting said
that to address economic
challenges, it is impor-
tant to immediately reset
the role of the govern-
ment from being an ac-
tive player to a facilita-
tor.  This would involve
eliminating the current
regulation-based regime
and  trans itioning to-
wards a rule-based
economy. The use of a
regulatory guillotine
would help in the elimi-
nation of unnecessary
No Objection Certifi-
cates (NOCs).

A rule-based  ap-
proach, coupled with
monitoring and evalua-
tion, would ensure a
more efficient and effec-
tive economic system.

In the first session
titled “Role of Govern-
ment and Economic Stag-
nation” while presenting
the detailed presentation
Muhammad Shaaf Najib,
Research Fellow, PIDE

said that Interest Pay-
ments account for a sig-
nificant portion of the
targeted tax revenue,
amounting to 77.5%.

The total federal li-
abilities, including Inter-
est Payments, Pensions,
and Grants to provinces,
stand at PKR 9512 billion.
These liabilities exceed
the targeted tax revenue,
indicating a lack of a suf-
ficient revenue base to
support the functioning
of the civil government,
subsidies, and develop-
ment spending.

  As a result, all de-
velopment expenditure
is  ent irely financ ed
through debt.   The re-
muneration of civil ser-
vants involves a basic
salary and significant
monetary and non-mon-
etary benefits.

The total reward is
significantly higher than
the base reward stated in
the contract. However,
the cost to the govern-
ment for senior civil ser-
vants is much higher
than the benefits they
provide.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Thursday assured that
the government will ad-
dress all issues faced by
the business community
on priority basis.

He made the assur-
ance while talking to a
delegation of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) led
by its President Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari which
called on him here and
presented their propos-
als  to revive the
economy. Anwaar ul Haq
Kakar welcomed the pro-
posals of the ICCI del-
egation and assured the
implementation of fea-
sible proposals among
them.

The caretaker prime
minister said that soon
after assuming the office
of PM, he started hold-
ing meetings  with the
business community so
that steps can be taken
to solve their problems.
He said that despite the
current economic condi-
tions of the country, the
bus ines s co mmunity
was playing its impor-
tant role in the develop-

ment of the country's
economy as well as pro-
viding employment op-
portunities.

He said that the
government is ensuring
reforms in the tax system
for which the tax system
is being digitized. He
said that unless the tax
collection in Pakistan in-
creases, the improve-
ment of the country's
economy is not possible.
He informed the delega-
tion that an operation
has been started across
the country, especially
in the border areas, to
prevent smuggling.

He said that crack-
downs have been done
during the last 48 years
to prevent smuggling,
and pos itive results of
this move are being re-
ceived.

Kakar said that the
neighboring countries
have also welcomed the
operation against smug-
gling. He said that by re-
storing the confidence of
businessmen, industrial-
ists and investors, the
government will further
stabilize the country's
economy. He said that
the process of reforms in

the electricity sector is
going on rapidly and
strong action will be
taken against the power
theft.

The caretaker prime
minister said that consul-
tation with all the stake-
holders is necessary to
solve the country's prob-
lems and issued instruc-
tions to the Ministry of
Commerce to start con-
sultation with the Cham-
bers of commerce across
the country to get the
input of the business
community for revival of
economy. He directed
the concerned authori-
ties to submit an early
report regarding the ex-
pansion of the scope of
point of sales of FBR. He
said that the p erfo r-
mance of commercial
attachés posted in Paki-
stani embassies will be
improved.

He stressed that the
CDA perfo rmance
should be improved and
the business community
should be made a part of
the consultation pro-
cess. He said that CDA
should digitize all the fa-
cilities provided to citi-
zens and land records.

Eradication of polio in Punjab with coop-
eration of WHO near: Dr. Jamal

R A W A L P I N D I
(INP): Caretaker Pro-
vincial Minister for
Primary and Second-
ary Health and Popu-
lat ion Welfare Dr.
Jamal Nasir has said
that with the support of
World Health Organi-
zat ion (WHO), the
eradication of polio in
Punjab province is
near and WHO has a
key role in the anti-po-
lio campaign in Paki-
stan.

He was speaking
after inaugurating the
field office of the anti-
polio campaign along
WHO representative
in Pakistan Dr. Palitha
Mahipala in the Dis-
trict Health Authority
Rawalpindi.

During the event,
it was informed that
the  populat ion of
Rawalpindi district is
6.2 million, of which
1.01 million are chil-
dren. The last case of
polio was reported in
Rawalpindi district in
2010, while a special
anti-polio campaign

was launched in Au-
gust after polio virus
was found in environ-
mental samples.

Dr. Jamal Nasir
said that the establish-
ment of Polio Eradica-
tion Initiative (PEI)
field office in District
Health Authori ty
Rawalpindi will further
strengthen the anti-po-
lio campaign.  He said
that this week, the
anti-polio campaign
has been specially
launched in two dis-
tricts of Punjab,
Lahore and
Rawalpindi, and this
campaign has been
launched in the context
of deteriorating envi-
ronmental patterns in
Lahore and
Rawalpindi.

The provincial
minister said that the
aim of the campaign is
to stop the spread of
the virus and the cam-
paign has been named
Event Response dur-
ing which 787 thousand
children will be vacci-
nated.  He said that

the government is de-
termined to eradicate
polio and all resources
will be utilized for a
polio-free Pakistan.
He said that no negli-
gence will be tolerated
in the anti-polio cam-
paign. Dr. Pali tha
Mahipalane said on
this occasion that the
purpose of establish-
ing PEI field office in
District Health Au-
thority Rawalpindi is to
make Pakistan polio
free with the support
of WHO.  He said that
due to the exemplary
actions of WHO, it will
help to eradicate polio
worldwide.

Coordinator Pro-
vincial Minister Pri-
mary and Secondary
Health Punj ab Dr.
Ansar Ishaq, CEO
District Health Au-
thority Rawalpindi Dr.
Ijaz Ahmed, DHO Dr.
Ehsan Ghani, Coordi-
nator WHO District
Rawalpi ndi Dr.
Shamaila and others
were also present on
this occasion.

Best facilities,
provision of

medicines must be
ensured in govt

hospitals: Chatha
RAWALPINDI (INP):
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rawalp indi Division
Liaqat Ali Chatha has di-
rected to ensure best
health facilities and pro-
vision of medicines in
government hospitals.

The commissioner
along with RPO
Rawalp ind i Syed
Khurram Ali made a de-
tailed visit to THQ Hos-
pital Gujar Khan. On this
occasion, Deputy Com-
missioner Rawalpindi Dr.
Hasan Waqar Cheema,
Assistant Commissioner
Gujar Khan and health
department officials were
also p resent.  Liaqat
Chatha  reviewed the
medical facilities in THQ
Hospital Gujar Khan in
detail. He visited various
departments of the hos-
pitals including Dental
Ward,  Dengue Ward,
Emergency, OPD, Male
and Female Ward, Chil-
dren Ward,  Medicine
Room, X-Ray.  He in-
quired from the patients
about the treatment fa-
cilities and the behavior
of the medical staff.

Over 446,000
children vacci-
nated against
polio in high-

risk areas
RAWALPINDI (INP):
Head of anti-polio drive,
Punjab Khizar Iqbal has
said that the week-long
anti-polio case response
campaign, which began
in the four  high-risk
towns of the district suc-
cessfully entered into its
4th day on Thursday.

Under the drive, he
said, over 446,000 chil-
dren have so far admin-
istered the polio vaccine
while the set target to
cover 741,579 children
would be achieved by
September 10.

He informed that
6,000 polio workers were
participating in the drive
to cover 130 Union
Council children in the
district.  Khizar said the
purpose for launching
the special drive was the
presence of poliovirus,
fro m enviro nmental
samples collected from
the Sarae Kala area of
tehsil Taxila and
Safdarabad, Rawalpindi.
He added the campaign
was being run in the ar-
eas of Rawalpindi City,
Rawalpindi Cantonment,
Taxila, and Rawalpindi
Rural.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture Jamal
Shah chairing a meeting regarding revival plan of cultural and literary heritage.

ISLAMABAD: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's Ambassador to Pakistan, Nawaf
bin Said Al-Malki, and the Muslim World League's Regional Director in Pakistan,
Saad bin Masoud Al-Harthi, called on President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr,.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Secretary health iftikhar Ali shallwani chaired high level
meeting regarding Global Health Security Summit.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf visited the press
gallery to witness the ongoing election of the Parliamentary Reporters Association
in Parliament house.

JAKARTA  (INP): US
Vice President Kamala
Harris, Chinese premier
Li Qiang and Russian
foreign minister Sergei
Lavrov attended an East
Asia summit in Indone-
sia on Thursday, offer-
ing an opportunity for
direct, high-level diplo-
macy between the rivals.

The meeting
bro ught  Was hington
and Beijing into contact
a day after Premier Li
Qiang warned major
powers must manage
their differences to avoid
a "new Cold War", ahead
of the G20 summit in New
Delhi this week where
Chinese President Xi
Jinping will be absent.

Interactions  b e-
tween the officials from
the wo rld' s top two
eco nomies will be
closely watched as they
seek to control tensions
that risk flaring anew
over issues ranging from
Taiwan to ties with Mos-
cow and the competition
for influence in the Pa-
cific. "I ask... the leaders
of East Asia Summit, to
make this a forum for us

to strengthen coopera-
tion and not sharpen ri-
va lries," Indo nesian
President Joko Widodo
said in opening remarks.

Harris and Li held
their own separate talks
with Southeast Asian
leaders on Wednesday,
where the US second-in-
command  discuss ed
"upholding international
law in the South China
Sea", a statement from
her office said, the dis-
puted waterway where
Chinese claims have an-
gered several Southeast
Asian nations.

Thursday's 18-na-
tion summit is the first
time top US and Russian
officials have sat around
the same table in almost
two months, after US and
European officials con-
demned Lavrov at a July
ministerial meeting over
Russia's invas ion of
Ukraine.

It comes as US Sec-
retary of State Antony
Blinken announced $1
billion in new assistance
to Ukraine in a surprise
visit to Kyiv on Wednes-
day.
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Politicians engaged in blame game
on sugar crisis: President PEW

Weekly inflation in
Pakistan soars to

26.32 pc: PBS
ISLAMABAD (INP): The re-
port issued by Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS) on Friday
stated that weekly inflation,
measured by the Sensitive
Price Indicator (SPI), wit-
nessed an increase of 0.96 per-
cent during the week ended on
September 7.

The PBS data stated that
the SPI for the week under re-
view in the above-mentioned
group was recorded at 279.87
points as compared to 277.21
points during the past week.

During the week, out of 51
items, the prices of 32 items
increased, 05 items decreased
and 14 items remained stable.

As per details, the items,
which recorded a decrease in
their average prices on a week-
on-week (WoW) included
chicken (3.20%), cooking oil 5
liters (1.03%), vegetable ghee
2.5 kg (0.47%), tea packet
(0.43%) and vegetable ghee 1
kg (0.14%). The items which
recorded an increase in their
average prices on a week-on-
week (wow) basis, included
tomatoes (17 .00%), pulse
masoor (10.87%), sugar
(6.73%), garlic (4.66%), gur
(3.62%), pulse moong (3.55%),
onions.

Pakistan and China sign MoU
for addressing climate change

Four factories
sealed over environ-
mental violations in

Hyderabad
KARACHI (INP): A techni-
cal team of the Sindh Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(SEPA) on Friday sealed four
factories in the SITE area,
Hyderabad, over environmen-
tal violations,   According to
SEPA Director General (DG)
Naeem Ahmed Mughal, a fac-
tory manufacturing plastic
shopping bags in Moro was
sealed. The administration of
the pr ivate ho spitals of
Shaheed Benazirabad was
given a warning for not com-
plying with the environmental
laws. “All four factories were
sealed for environmental vio-
lations,” SEPA DG Naeem
Ahmed Mughal said.

A factory producing oil
from poultry waste, two ware-
houses, and a steel mill were
sealed under the Environmen-
tal Production Order. All these
factories were violating the
Environment Act 2014, and
they were issued warnings
many times. They were also
issued not ices and given
chances of personal hearing.
“The factories will not be al-
lowed to operate until full com-
pliance with environmental
laws,” the SEPA DG said.

Agriculture University of China
recruiting talent from Pakistan

Sindh govt all set to
launch crackdown

against street criminals
KARACHI (INP): The Care-
taker Home Minister Sindh
Friday announced to initiate a
crackdown against criminals
and drug peddlers from Mon-
day.

The caretaker home min-
ister Sindh – Haris Nawaz –
stated that a crackdown
against the street criminals and
drug peddlers will be started
from next week, adding that
the Police and Rangers will be
deployed on the streets to pro-
tect the citizens of Karachi.
“Wherever extortionists and
drug dealers are found in
these areas, we will take de-
cisive action against them,”
Nawaz maintained, following
the announcement of the
crackdown.

Supreme Court throws out govt's objections
to 5-judge bench hearing audio commission case
ISLAMABAD (INP): The Supreme Court of Pakistan has set aside all the objections raised by
the government against the members of the five-judge bench hearing audio commission case.

Justice Ijazul Ahsan pronounced the reserved decision on Friday which declared the objec-
tions "an attack on the independence of judiciary".

The SC five-member larger bench had earlier reserved its decision on the government's
objections.

The government had objected to the inclusion of the Chief Justice of Pakistan, Justice
Umar Ata Bandial, Justice Ijazul Ahsan, and Justice Munib Akhtar in the bench.

Justice Hassan Azhar Rizvi and Justice Shahid Waheed are also part of the larger bench.
The government constituted an audio leaks inquiry commission under the chairmanship of

Justice Qazi Faez Isa to probe the veracity of the audio leaks involving judges. However, the SC
five-member larger bench stopped the commission from functioning.

Subsequently, the Justice Isa-led commission, in a concise statement submitted to the SC,
had also objected to the five-member bench.

It said judges were required to not allow their “personal interest to influence their ‘official
conduct’ or ‘official decisions’”.

The response stated that one of the alleged audio leaks concerned the CJP’s mother-in-law
and Justice Akhtar was also mentioned during the conversation.

The federal coalition had formed the commission on May 20 under Section 3 of the Paki-
stan Commission of Inquiry Act 2017.

Karachi faces shortage of 1500 public
buses: WB report

KARACHI (INP): Karachi –Pakistan’s largest city is grappling with a severe shortage of passenger buses
as just over 1,000 buses are currently operational in the port city, World Bank report showed. This
startling revelation was made by officials from the Sindh government’s transport department during a
briefing to Caretaker Finance, Planning, and Development Minister Muhammad Younus Dagha on Karachi
transport problems. According to the report, presented before the interim transport minister, a total of
15,000 buses are needed for the comprehensive transport system of Karachi while currently only 1029
buses are operational on city roads including 240 buses of People’s Bus Service, 100 buses of BRT, and
689 old buses operated by private sector.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The re-
search group of Prof. Dr. He
Cheng at China Agriculture
University (CAU), Beijing is
offering PhD and post-doctoral
positions to Pakistani candi-
dates in “Control of major live-
stock disease in Pakistan us-
ing China-aid technologies of
key veterinary vaccines and di-
agnostic assay”.

 The project aims to de-
velop and promote key vac-
cines and diagnostic technolo-
gies by using cell fermentations
and molecular biology tech-
niques, in order to control ma-
jor livestock diseases and con-
tribute to animal products ex-
ported to international markets.

 A Chinese Professor at

College of Veterinary Medi-
cine, CAU told Gwadar Pro
that Pakistan and China are
leading more than 50 collabo-
rative projects in agriculture
and animal husbandry.

However, the livestock
sector does not contribute to
GDP with its full strength and
still needs a lot of improve-
ment.

 He said that this is basi-
cally due to the challenges of
devastating diseases faced by
Pakistan such as Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD), Bru-
cellosis, Peste des Petits Ru-
minants (PPR), Avian Influ-
enza, Salmonellosis and cur-
rently new emerging Lumpy
skin disease (LSD).

Islamabad court sends Pervaiz Elahi
to Adiala Jail on judicial remand

ISLAMABAD (INP): An anti-terrorism court (ATC) in
Islamabad Friday rejected the prosecution’s request to grant a
further 10-day physical remand of former Punjab chief minis-
ter Pervaiz Elahi and sent him to Adiala Jail on judicial remand
in connection with a case relating to ransacking of Judicial
Complex, reported 24NewsHD TV channel. Pervaiz Elahi was
produced before the court of ATC judge Abual Hasnat
Zulqarnain upon the completion of his two-day physical remand.
The court pronounced the verdict after the completion of argu-
ments by both parties in the case. Police on Tuesday last had
rearrested Pervaiz Elahi hours after the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) suspended his detention and ordered his release.

Mild earthquake
shakes Zhob

ZHOB  (INP): Mild earth-
quake tremors were felt in
Zhob district of Balochistan
on Friday.

The intensity of the earth-
quake was 3.0 on the Rich-
ter scale.

The depth of the earth-
quake was 27 kilometers be-
low the surface.

The epicentre of the
earthquake was 70 kilome-
ters southeast of Zhob dis-
trict.

BEIJING (INP): In a major
step to jointly work towards en-
vironment protection, Pakistan
and China signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
titled “Provision of Goods Un-
der South-South Cooperation
for Addressing Climate
Change”.  Ambassador of Pa-
kistan to China, Mo in-ul-
Haque, and Zhao Yingmin,
Vice-Minister of the Ministry
of Ecology and Environment of
the People’s Republic of China
signed the MoU at the China
International Fair for Trade in
Services (CIFTIS) recently.
Under the MoU, according to
Gwadar Pro on Friday, China
would support Pakistan
through the provision of 5,000
sets of Solar Home Systems;
a set of Integrated Meteoro-
logical Observation Station;
and a set of Integrated Cloud-
based Early Warning Systems.

In addition, China would
offer capacity-building pro-
grams for the officials of the
Government of Pakistan.

The MoU would comple-
ment Pakistan's efforts to pro-
mote renewable energy and
enhance its disaster manage-
ment capabilities, especially in

the areas of early warning,
forecasting, monitoring, and
disaster preparedness response
systems. While signing the
MoU, Ambassador Moin-ul-
Haque thanked the Chinese
side and commended the on-
going collaboration between
China and Pakistan to tackle
the common challenge of cli-
mate change. In this regard, he
highly appreciated the Global
Development Initiative (GDI),
which aimed to strengthen
partnerships between develop-
ing countries for the attainment
of the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, includ-
ing the efforts to promote cli-
mate action.  He also recalled
the 'timely' Chinese support to
Pakistan following the climate-
induced floods of 2021.

The Government of Paki-
stan commends China's con-
tinued efforts to deepen South-
South Cooperation on climate
change through practical coop-
eration.  In November last
year, Paki stan and Chi na
signed an MoU through which
Pakistan became the first part-
ner country of GDI, which lists
climate change as a key area
of cooperation.

LAHORE (INP): President of
Pakistan Economy Watch
(PEW) Dr. Murtaza Mughal
said on Friday that leading poli-
ticians from different political
parties are trading accusations
on the sugar crisis which has
engulfed the whole country.

 In a statement issued
here, he said, “This blame
game is a fixed match as all
the stakeholders have ben-
efited from the crisis in which
the poor masses lost billions of
rupees.”

Dr. Murtaza Mughal said
that now the rhetoric was be-
ing used to deceive the public,
which was insufficient to con-
vince the masses struggling
amid runaway inflation.

 Like all the mafias in the
country, the sugar mafia also
enjoys influence in the corri-
dors of power, he added.

 He further stated that they
have agents in political, bureau-
cratic, and all other important
circles, and if any action was
ever taken against them, they
get immediate relief.

 For many decades, the
statements of controlling the
sugar mafia have been made

frequently, but these rhetorical
politicians give them an oppor-
tunity to skin masses in which
bureaucratic and other institu-
tions fully cooperate with the
mafia, he observed.

 In every crisis, billions of
rupees are extracted from the
pockets of the people and dis-
tributed among the white-col-
lar criminals.

 Murtaza Mughal recalled
that in 2021, the Competition
Commission of Pakistan raided
the office of the Pakistan Sugar
Mills Association (PSMA),
seized the records, conducted
a detailed investigation, and
imposed a fine of Rs 44 billion.
The fine has not been received
until today because the courts
have issued a stay order. This
type of delay has negative ef-
fects on the economy and the
public while encouraging car-
tels, he said, adding that the
strict measures taken by the
army chief are commendable,
due to which the price of sugar
has come down.  The Presi-
dent PEW said that now sugar
was available at 190 rupees per
kg in Lahore and 220 rupees
per kg in Quetta.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwar Ul Haq Kaker chairs the 5th Apex
Committee meeting of Special Investment Facilitation Council.

QUETTA: Caretaker Federal Minister for Human Rights Khalil George
talking to media.

KARACHI: Commander Karachi Rear Admiral Muhamamd Saleem presents sa-
lute after laying wreath at Mazar-e- Quaid on Commemoration of 58th anniver-
sary of ‘Navy Day’.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Communications, Railways and
Maritime Affairs Shahid Ashraf Tarar meeting with US Ambassador to Pakistan
Donald Blome.


