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PM Kakar rules out ‘deviat-
ing’ from agreements with
multi-financial institutions

ISLAMABAD: Interim
Prime Minister Anwaarul
Haq Kakar said on
Thursday that the gov-
ernment would fulfil
Pakistan’s agreements
with muti-financial insti-
tutions “at any cost” and

to the streets against ex-
cessive power bills.

So far, the govern-
ment has failed to come
up with any relief mea-
sures as it tries to strike
a balance between
avoiding drawing the In-

cal space did not permit
any subsidy or relief.

In an interactive
session with journalists
today, the premier ac-
knowledged that he had
recently found out
about protests regard-

poor.
“If someone is think-

ing like this, then they
must shun this thought,”
he said.

PM Kakar recalled
that in the 90s, load-shed-
ding came forth as a chal-

won’t allow “deviating”
from them. His remarks
come as Pakistan faces a
host of economic chal-
lenges including rising
inflation, depreciating
rupee and declining mar-
ket confidence. In recent
days, people from across
the country have taken

ternational Monetary
Fund’s ire and causing
more citizens to blow a
fuse. Yesterday, care-
taker Finance Minister
Shamshad Akhtar told
senators and the electric-
ity consumers to “man-
age (their) expectations”,
saying the country’s fis-

ing electricity bills. “We
[the interim set-up] have
no ulterior motive, plan
or larger-than-life grand
ambitions for which we
are speaking here,” he
said. “It is not like op-
pressive rulers have
come to power and are
sucking the blood of the

lenging problem and gov-
ernments entered into
contracts with indepen-
dent power producers
(IPPs) to increase power
production. “But we did
not realise the repercus-
sions of those contracts
which included paying a
surcharge. News Desk.

SBK teachers: Submit written oath to registrar
BHC if someone has demanded bribery

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: The Balochistan High Court (BHC) has
asked candidates who appeared in testing tests
of Sardar Bahadur Khan (SBK) women’s univer-
sity to submit a written oath if someone has de-
manded bribery for the appointment of teachers.
Around 200000 candidates participated in the tests
conducted for around 9,000 posts of teachers in
the education department.

A division bench of the court comprising Mr.
Justice Kamran Malakhail and Mr. Justice Iqbal
Ahmed Kasi passed this order on a constitutional
petition challenging the recruitment through SBK
Women’s University.

While approving one of the petitions for hear-
ing, the bench remarked that when the constitu-
tional petition filed against the Secretary of Sec-
ondary Education Balochistan was entered for
hearing, the news became public particularly that
posts in government departments in general and
in the education department, in particular, were
filled illegally and it was talk of the town that jobs
are on sale.

Several plaintiffs ap-
peared and leveled serious

allegations against SBK tests

Even during the hearing of the said applica-
tion, several plaintiffs appeared in the court with
similar applications and complained about the same
issue. The Hon’ble Court remarked that it seems
that the public sector’s decision-making process
in the departments is neither transparent nor im-
partial.

Even today some persons have filed affida-
vits that money has been demanded from their
dear ones for posting on posts. The Hon’ble Court
ordered that the Director of General Public Rela-
tions should issue a notice in the national and
local newspapers to inform the public that any
candidate who himself or his relative witnesses
the demand or payment of such illegal money shall
be prosecuted by the court.

Submit affidavits to the
Registrar of BHC: the bench

ordered
Submit an affidavit to the Registrar of the

Balochistan High Court, the bench ordered.  The
Hon’ble Court directed the Registrar to prepare a
list of these persons for the perusal of the Court
and to receive affidavits. The honorable court or-
dered to send a copy of the order to DGPR for
information and compliance. The Hon’ble Court
extended the earlier interim order in this regard till
the next hearing (September 21, 2023).

9 soldiers martyred, 5 injured in suicide attack in
KP’s Bannu: ISPR

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA: Nine soldiers were
martyred while five others were injured in a sui-
cide attack at a military convoy in the Jani Khel
general area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu dis-
trict, the military’s media affairs wing said on Thurs-
day.

According to a statement issued by the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR), a motorcycle-
borne suicide bomber exploded himself on a mili-
tary convoy.

“Resultantly, nine soldiers including Naib
Subedar Sanobar Ali embraced shahadat, while five
soldiers were injured,” it said.

The area has been cordoned off by security
forces and sanitisation is being carried out to elimi-
nate any terrorists found in the area, the ISPR said.

“The security forces of Pakistan are deter-
mined to eliminate the menace of terrorism and such
sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen
our resolve,” the statement added.

Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar has con-
demned the attack and expressed grief over the
martyrdom of the soldiers.

Taking to social media platform X, formerly
Twitter, he said: “Heartbroken by the loss of 9 val-
iant soldiers in Bannu Division, KP, to a cowardly
terrorist act that injured many.”

The premier called such acts “utterly repre-
hensible” and said his thoughts were with the fami-
lies of the martyred and injured. “Pakistan stands
resolute against such terror,” he added.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror ac-
tivities in recent months, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, after the outlawed
TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in
November last year.

On August 22, six soldiers embraced martyr-
dom in an exchange of fire in South Waziristan
district, the military’s media wing said last week.
At least four terrorists were killed in the gun battle.

Last month, as many as 12 soldiers of the Pa-
kistan Army embraced martyrdom in separate mili-
tary operations in the Zhob and Sui areas of
Balochistan.

This was the military’s highest single-day
death toll from terrorist attacks reported this year.
Before this, 10 personnel were martyred in a ‘fire
raid’ in Balochistan’s Kech district in February
2022. A report released in July by the think tank
Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Stud-
ies said the first half of the current year witnessed
a steady and alarming rise in terror and suicide
attacks, claiming the lives of 389 people across the
country.

Balochistan: Ancient
revenue record in de-

plorable condition
Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Images of an-
cient revenue records
and history shared on
social media paint an
abysmal picture of the
Balochistan Revenue
Department’s perfor-
mance. Ancient revenue
records, judgments of
historic Sibi j irga,
records of the Kalat
State, and old gazzater
are packed in cloth bags
and kept in the revenue
office Sibi.

Dust-covered bags
without any specific
dates and numbers are
lying on the ground. The
newly appointed care-
taker revenue minister of
Balochistan, Amjad
Rasheed took to social
media network X and la-
mented about the abys-
mal condition of rev-
enue record.

“Priceless
documents in

deplorable
condition”,

Amjad Rasheed
“Priceless docu-

ments of our history”,
the minister said and
vowed to restore the
record to its original

tect these heavy bags
full of ancient history, we
cannot complete our
routine work”, a senior
revenue officer told
Daily Quetta Voice. He
requested anonymity
because he was not au-
thorized to comment on
this issue. However, citi-
zens are critical of the rev-
enue department and
level serious allegations
against them. “It is very

easy for the revenue
staff to mint money
right under the nose of
the high-ups, but here
they blame the govern-
ment”,  Muhammad
Iqbal, a young man
claimed. He demanded
that the government
take action against the
responsible revenue
staff for this deplorable
condition of the rev-
enue record.

shape and ensure the
protection of the ancient
record. This is the first
time that someone in the
government has taken
notice and focused on
preserving ancient
records and history.

“Deplorable condi-
tion of our history and
revenue record”, the
minister said.  This
prompted the caretaker
Chief Minister
Balochistan, Ali Mardan
Domki to take notice of
the deplorable condition
of the revenue record.

Mr. Domki directed
the revenue department
to preserve the ancient
record and submit a re-
port in this regard.

All revenue
departments

paint the same
bleak picture

This is not only the
Sibi office, the revenue
department’s offices
across Balochistan paint
the same bleak picture
when it comes to rev-
enue records and his-
tory. Nevertheless, the
Revenue Department of-
ficials hold the govern-
ment responsible in this
regard. “Who can pro-

SBK teachers: Submit
written oath to registrar

BHC if someone has de-
manded bribery

Bloodbath at PSX as jittery
investors jettison shares over
‘weakening rupee, economic

uncertainty’
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The gathering storm
By Zahid Hussain

INFLATED electricity
bills in the country have
triggered an eruption of
public indignation that
had been simmering for
long. Discontent over
the escalating cost of
living has now exploded
into mass protests. The
unbearable hike in elec-
tricity rates seems to be
the proverbial last straw.

Angry protesters
are now out on the
streets, threatening to
bring down the edifice of
the state. It is now left to
a hybridised interim ad-
ministration to face the
public’s wrath. Stuck be-
tween the IMF deal and
growing unrest in the
country, the options for
the caretaker set-up are
limited. The crisis over
excessively priced elec-
tricity indicates a struc-
tural problem that has
been aggravated by
flawed policies pursued
by successive govern-
ments over the past sev-
eral decades.A patch-up
job will not help resolve
a chronic problem that
requires massive sys-
temic reforms. And that
is beyond the capacity
of a short-term interim ar-
rangement led by a nov-
ice who has apparently
been imposed by the se-
curity establishment.
The multiple taxes and
surcharges included in
the electricity bills are
nothing less than extor-
tion by a state unable to
collect taxes from the
polit ically powerful

landed and business
classes. The burden has
shifted to the already
overtaxed middle and
lower middle classes.

What has made the
situation extremely com-
bustible is the prevailing
political uncertainty. The
spontaneous outburst of
public anger has all the
potential of turning into
a mass movement
against the existing sys-
tem. You just have to lis-
ten to the chants of pro-
testers against the privi-
leged power elite. Events
like this could easily ig-
nite a prairie fire engulf-
ing the entire system.
The ongoing public pro-
tests have brought to the
surface contradictions
embedded in the existing
power structure. They
have also deepened the
predicament of political
parties that were part of
the former ruling coali-
tion. The alliance bears
much blame for the wors-
ening economic crisis.
The disastrous policies
of the Dar period may not
have been solely respon-
sible for the economic
downslide but they are
just as much to blame as
the approach of previ-
ous dispensations. The
situation has posed a
huge dilemma for the
PML-N, with elections
approaching. It will be
hard for the party to go
to the polls with such a
liability. The optics of the
former prime minister and
his finance minister arriv-

ing in London for con-
sultations with the su-
preme leader were hardly
comforting for party
supporters and voters.
The party is at a loss as
to how to react to the
public protests, particu-
larly in its former strong-
hold of Punjab, just two
weeks after its govern-
ment ended. It is appar-
ent that the decision to
include excessive taxes
in the electricity bill was
taken by the PML-N-led
government and cer-
tainly not by the care-
taker administration.
While exempting the re-
tailers and thriving real
estate businesses, the
former finance minister
conveniently shifted the
burden to the common
people. It is a lame ex-
cuse that it was neces-
sary to meet IMF condi-
tionalities. The fiscal
gap could have been
bridged by removing
those exemptions as per
the requirement of the
IMF rather than fleecing
the public. With little to
show for its performance
during its 16-month rule,
and now with street pro-
tests breaking out, it is
hardly surprising that
the PML-N favours an
extension in the election
date, as suggested by
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) in or-
der to complete the de-
limitation process re-
quired under the re-
cently concluded popu-
lation census. Given this

uncertainty and the pre-
vailing confusion in
party ranks, it is hardly
surprising that Nawaz
Sharif has yet again de-
layed his return to the
country. He is now ex-
pected to come back in
mid-October.

Meanwhile, differ-
ences within the former
ruling alliance over the
election timeframe have
become sharper, with the
PPP taking an obvious
U-turn and demanding
that elections be held
within 90 days as stipu-
lated in the Constitution.
It seems that the PPP’s
changed position on the
election timeframe is for
reasons of expediency,
as the party doesn’t
want any delimitation of
constituencies in Sindh
that could result in an
increase in National As-
sembly seats in Karachi
at the expense of the ru-
ral areas. The issue has
become more conten-
tious with the MQM now
siding with the PML-N
over the delay.

Meanwhile, the Pa-
kistan Bar Council, too,
has demanded that polls
be held within 90 days.
However, it seems highly
improbable that the ECP
will change its plan and
agree to hold elections
on the basis of the old
population count. It may
lead to yet another court
battle, deepening the po-
litical turmoil. Growing
public unrest over infla-
tion has simply added.

The hardest hit
By Abdullah Fadil

AS monsoon rains bear
down on Pakistan,
children’s vulnerability
to climate change and
extreme weather again
comes to the fore. Sea-
sonal rains have already
wreaked havoc, displac-
ing communities, dam-
aging homes and vital in-
frastructure, and claim-
ing the lives of at least
211 people, including 87
children. Tens of thou-
sands of people are cur-
rently affected by floods
in Punjab. Extreme
weather events are be-
coming more frequent
and destructive. All too
often, it is children who
pay the heaviest price.

The scale of last
year’s floods was unlike
anything witnessed be-
fore. One third of the
country was under wa-
ter, 33 million people af-
fected, over 1,700 lives
lost. Homes, livelihoods,
future hopes and
dreams, wiped out in a
flash. We cannot let this
happen again. Pakistan
is a known climate
hotspot, suffering from
floods, heatwaves and
droughts that directly
threaten families and live-
lihoods. It is only a mat-
ter of time before another
large-scale climate disas-
ter strikes.

While Pakistan can-
not alter the course of
climate change alone,
there is a clear need to
invest in its children to-
day to red-uce their vul-
nerability to climate

change in the future.
Last year’s floods made
pre-existing inequities
and deprivations pain-
fully obvious: it is the
poorest, most vulnerable
girls, boys and women
living in underserved ar-
eas who are bearing the
brunt of climate change.
What little they had was
washed away, and ac-
cess to essential services
was severed or dis-
rupted.

Many of the hard-
est-hit districts were al-
ready among the most
vulnerable in Pakistan.
One- third of children
aged five to 16 years
were out of school. The
floods damaged or de-
stroyed 30,000 schools,
locking an additional
3.5m children out of
learning. We know from
experience that the
longer children remain
out of school, the less
likely they are to return,
exposing them to protec-
tion risks such as child
labour and child mar-
riage. As part of its flood
response, Unicef is pro-
viding education sup-
port for 258,000 children,
but this is a drop in the
ocean compared to the
needs.

Pakistan’s looming
nutrition crisis has wors-
ened with the floods,
bringing immediate and
long-term consequences
for children’s survival
and well-being. Around
1.5m children in flood-
affected areas are se-

verely malnourished, the
most life-threatening
form of malnutrition.
Low-birthweight babies
continue to be born to
mothers who themselves
are malnourished. This
robs Pakistan of human
potential and capital that
can help drive its
economy forward: mal-
nutrition results in a loss
of three per cent in na-
tional GDP.

As Pakistan under-
goes a period of political
transition, nutrition and
education must remain
national priorities while
flood recovery and reha-
bilitation continue. Paki-
stan has a window of
opportunity to make
critical investments in
climate-resilient infra-
structure and resilient
services that bridge eq-
uity gaps and reach chil-
dren, mothers and fami-
lies in underserved areas.
This is vital for not only
education and nutrition,
but also health, protec-
tion, water, hygiene and
sanitation. Sadly, the
children affected by the
floods in 2010 are again
bearing the brunt of last
year’s devastation. With-
out real change and so-
cietal transformation, the
future for children in af-
fected communities
looks bleak. Poverty has
increased after the
floods, further perpetu-
ating the cycle of
intergenerational pov-
erty, increasing inequal-
ity and worsening out-

comes. Last year’s cli-
mate devastation was a
wake-up call for the
world. With the right
choices and invest-
ments, Pakistan can be-
come a global leader on
climate change solu-
tions. This requires
urg-ently addressing the
underlying so--cial ineq-
uities and deprivations
negl-ected for far too
long.

The action must
start at home, with gov-
ernments at the national
and provincial levels
leading the way. The
whole of society must
contribute and play a
pivotal role, including
the private sector, phi-
lanthropists, civil soci-
ety and communities.
With Pakistan’s house in
order, efforts exerted and
exhausted, the global
community will have no
option but to take its own
moral and ethical respon-
sibilities and make good
on commitments to sup-
port Pakistan. There is
no time to lose.

The caretaker gov-
ernment and the ex-
pected incoming elected
government must
prioritise sound fiscal
policies, such as broad-
ening the tax base and
public financing for chil-
dren. This will lead to the
economic gains needed
to address chronic mal-
nutrition and increase
access to quality educa-
tion. Unicef is committed
to supporting

Closing the mental health gap
By Asma Humayun

“A 50-YEAR-OLD man
presented with myalgia,
headache, loss of energy
and appetite. He has lost
seven kilograms in the
last five months. He is
sad with weeping epi-
sodes. He has difficulty
waking up early in the
morning and has lost his
concentration. He has
two handicapped chil-
dren, ages seven and
five, both completely
blind. He is always think-
ing about them.”

The case above was
reported by a doctor in
Lower Dir last week after
being trained to identify
common mental disor-
ders and offer pharmaco-
logical and psychosocial
interventions in primary
care. The training is part
of a comprehensive, evi-
dence-based and scal-
able model developed by
the Ministry of Plan-
ning, Development &
Special Init iatives
(MoPDSI). In collabora-
tion with the health de-
partment, KP, and the
International Medical
Corps, over 50 primary
care doctors and clinical
psychologists have
been trained in five dis-
tricts across KP thus far.
The trained staff is now
connected to a web por-
tal through a mobile ap-

plication, which allows
them to confidentially
send in data and seek
supervision from experi-
enced mental health spe-
cialists.

The intervention,
designed to build the ca-
pacity of healthcare pro-
viders by implementing
Mental Health Gap Ac-
tion Programme
(mhGAP) guidelines, is
recommended by the
World Health
Organisation as a key
strategy to integrate
mental health at the pri-
mary healthcare level to
overcome the gigantic
treatment gap that exists
in countries like Pakistan.

Consider: there are
an estimated 1.5 million
people in Lower Dir. It is
estimated that 300,000
(20 per cent) of them are
likely to suffer from a
common mental disorder.
Like 26 other districts in
KP, there is no qualified
psychiatrist in Lower Dir.
In a few of these districts,
there are either self-pro-
claimed psychiatrists
with no formal qualifica-
tion, or those with mini-
mal qualification (di-
ploma/MCPS) after one
or two years of training
at most, and practising
mainly in the private sec-
tor. KP has 37 districts.

Peshawar, like other ma-
jor urban centres, has
high specialist resources
with at least a dozen
qualified psychiatrists
in the public sector and
an even higher number
in the private sector.
Then there are nine other
districts that have a
teaching hospital with at
least two qualified psy-
chiatrists. These dis-
tricts can be said to have
a moderate level of spe-
cialist resources. As far
as clinical psychologists
in the public sector are
concerned, there are no
posts outside teaching
hospitals. The indig-
enous burden of mental
disorders in KP is com-
pounded by security-re-
lated conflicts,  eco-
nomic crisis and climate
hazards. The districts of
Chitral and Kurram, for
instance, are a troubling
example of where high
rates of suicide have
been reported. Some
parts of the province
comprise a difficult ter-
rain, which creates prob-
lems for residents to
safely commute for ac-
cessing healthcare. The
recent chairlift scare in
Battagram is likely to in-
duce severe post-trau-
matic reactions for af-
fected families. But with

a severe dearth of spe-
cialist resources and no
existing services for
mental health and psy-
chosocial support
(MHPSS) within the
community, the only op-
tions for residents brave
enough to seek help is
to front the expenses and
travel hundreds of miles
for medical consultation
in major cities, or resort
to faith and faith healers.

It is not just the
dearth of services but
also the quality of care
that is a concern. In our
recent training work-
shops, it was evident
that psychiatric practice,
even in tertiary care hos-
pitals, centres on a cur-
sory biomedical ap-
proach. An average con-
sultation lasts a few min-
utes, followed by a pre-
scription heavily dic-
tated by irrational polyp-
harmacy. As is the case
in the rest of the coun-
try, a powerful pharma-
ceutical industry seems
to be subsidising these
worrying trends. Psychi-
atric outpatient clinics,
both in the public and
private sector, are over-
whelmingly marked by
throngs of despondent
families, aspiring for sci-
entific care but unlikely
to get any.

Unveiling child abuse
By Iqra Junejo

CHILD abuse is once
again in the spotlight,
with the emergence
of  h a s h t a g s
#JusticeForRizwana and
#JusticeForFatima trend-
ing on Twitter within a
single month. Main-
stream media, too, exten-
sively covered the two
cases of minor girls work-
ing as domestic help.
Due to public outrage,
the authorities have ini-
tiated action against the
alleged perpetrators.
These cases underscore
that whether it’s the fed-
eral capital or Khairpur,
our minors remain unsafe
across the country. Al-
though child abuse has
been rampant for long,
there has been no signifi-
cant effort to give our
young ones a secure
childhood by ensuring
their basic right to live
without abuse and ne-
glect.

These instances are
not the first or the last
cases of child abuse that
have gained media and
public attention. NGO
Sahil’s data reveals that
in the first half of 2023, a
staggering 2,227 cases of
child abuse were re-
ported, translating to an
average of 12 children
abused daily, an increase
from 10 per day in 2021.

Out of these, 164 were
sexual abuse cases, 984
abductions, 201 missing
children, and 14 marriage
cases. Dist-u-rbingly,
there were 53 cases of
pornography and one
case of incest. Of the to-
tal, 457 victims were girls
and 593 boys, aged six
to 15 years.

Sahil also revealed
that 47 per cent of ca-ses
were reported from urban
areas and 54pc from ru-
ral areas. Unfortunately,
precise data on children
engaged in labour,
in-cl-uding domestic
labour, remains unavail-
able. These alarming sta-
tistics may not fully rep-
resent the extent of the
issue, as many cases go
unreported for reasons
of family ‘honour’ and
financial compensation.
To effectively combat
child abuse, it is impor-
tant to comprehend its
implications for society
and children’s well-be-
ing. Holding perpetrators
accountable is crucial to
prevention, as is educat-
ing children about abuse
and enabling them to
safeguard themselves
from potential harm.

One must also un-
derstand the distinction
between child abuse and
child neglect. Child ne-

glect often leads to
abuse. Child neglect
emerges when children
are denied basic needs
such as parental care,
education, food, health
and a safe environment.
Such neglect can leave
scars for life, if not ad-
dressed. Parents and
caretakers bear the re-
sponsibility of ensuring
that children’s needs are
met. Neglected children
are more susceptible to
being abused or to
struggle for survival.
Unicef estimates that an
estimated 22.8 million
children aged five to 16
lack access to schooling,
constituting 44pc of the
population in that age
group. Despite Article
25A of the Constitution
guaranteeing the right to
education, this crisis per-
sists. Experts estimate
that around 1,200 chil-
dren under five die daily
in Pakistan due to mal-
nutrition. Neglecting
children’s health remains
an alarming issue. Just
as with providing decent
education, ensuring a
balanced diet for all chil-
dren, including those
who don’t  attend
school, is urgent and im-
perative. Child abuse
means intentionally hurt-
ing or mistreating a per-

son under 18, a criminal
offence. It has various
forms: physical, emo-
tional, sexual and medi-
cal abuse.

Physical abuse in-
volves hitting a child,
including pushing, chok-
ing, punching, shaking,
or using objects like
belts or sticks to inflict
pain or leave marks. A
child can be taken away
from lawful guardian-
ship, with or without
consent,  leading to
physical, sexual and
emotional abuse. They
might be confined, tor-
tured, raped or deprived
of basic necessities.
Some children even face
marriage or forced
labour, exacerbating the
issue. Emotional or psy-
chological abuse inflicts
trauma through tan-
trums, insults, criticism
and threats, diminishing
the child’s self-worth.
Preventing social interac-
tions and cultural needs,
enforcing isolation, or
cyberbullying are other
forms. Some children fall
victim to blackmail in-
volving indecent acts,
leading to fear and re-
duced self-esteem.
Sexual abuse includes
rape, inappropriate
touching, and exposure
to explicit content.

Floods expose construction qual-
ity of dams in Balochistan

 Editorial:

Flash floods unleashed by torrential rains exposed the construction quality of
dams across Balochistan. Heavy rainfall wreaked havoc in Quetta and other
parts of Balochistan recently. Floods swept away dozens of small delay and
check dams in different parts of the province. Over the years, the provincial
and federal governments constructed hundreds of dams to check the wastage
of rainy water. Successive governments merely celebrated the completion of
projects rather than focusing on the construction quality of dams. Although,
the dams and lakes constructed by British colonial rulers in different parts of
Balochistan are still intact even after more than a century.

Breaching of dams puts human lives at peril
Breaching of dams not only failed to save rainy water rather it also put

human lives at peril in Pishin, Barkhan, Lasbella, Kohlu, Killa Abdullah, Killa
Saifullah and other districts of the province. Rains-related incidents have
claimed 65 lives till the filing of this editorial. This is simply disastrous and a
failure from all concerned quarters.

Flash floods also swept away poorly constructed roads and standing
crops in various parts of the province. This all needs a thorough investigation.
Irrigation and Communication Works (C&W) departments are known for com-
mission and corruption.

Commission, corruption a common word in C&W and Irrigation departments
This is a good opportunity for those at the helm of affairs to make sure

transparency in the utilization of funds by the two departments. Since word
commission is an open secret in the two departments, the Chief Secretary of
Balochistan should form a high-powered committee comprising committed
and honest retired and serving officers to probe into the breaching of dams.

The quality of construction of roads in Quetta and all districts of
Balochistan should also be probed to improve socio-economic conditions.
The irony with Balochistan is that first the province has meager resources and
second they too are ruthlessly used/ swallowed. Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Quddus Bizenjo and his coalition partners must go beyond words and
launch an inquiry into the breaching of dams and damage to roads.

Balochistan on way to progress under the leader-
ship of CM Mir Ali Mardan Domki

 By: Manzoor Magsi

In a region historically marred by challenges, the province of Balochistan is witnessing a renaissance of leadership under Chief
Minister Mir Ali Mardan Domki. His proactive and dynamic approach, accompanied by a dedicated team, has set the stage for a
prosperous future for the province. Under his guidance, Balochistan is not only experiencing infrastructural growth but also
witnessing efforts to ensure fair and transparent elections, thus solidifying the foundations of democracy.

A Vision for Prosperity:
Chief Minister Mir Ali Mardan Domki has proven to be a visionary leader, committed to the welfare of the public. His tireless

efforts are evident in his swift actions, which are aimed at achieving sustainable development across various sectors. One notewor-
thy aspect of his leadership is the meticulous attention given to development projects. The CM’s frequent visits to these projects
in Quetta highlight his dedication to monitoring progress and ensuring that they are executed efficiently. Chief Minister’s policy
guidelines and vision for Balochistan’s mineral sector especially Riqo Dik represent a significant stride towards harnessing the
province’s untapped wealth. The articulation of a strategic approach, promotion of investor confidence, and emphasis on global
exposure collectively provide a roadmap for transforming Balochistan’s mineral potential into a catalyst for economic growth, job
creation, and sustainable development.

Revolutionizing Public Transportation:
By personally traveling with passengers on the Green Bus service, the CM has not only demonstrated his commitment to

understanding the needs of the public but has also set an example for other leaders to follow. This move is a clear reflection of his
people-centric approach, further enhancing his reputation as a leader who is in touch with ground realities.

Ensuring Law and Order:
In the lead-up to the upcoming elections, Chief Minister Domki and his team have taken on the responsibility of maintaining law

and order. This step is crucial for the success of any democracy, as it guarantees a fair and transparent electoral process. By
prioritizing the security of the province, Chief Minister Domki showcases his dedication to upholding democratic values and
ensuring that the voice of the people is heard without any hindrance.

Collaborative Leadership: Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar:
An integral part of Chief Minister Domki’s journey towards progress is his collaboration with Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq

Kakar. With both leaders sharing an optimistic and dynamic vision, their collective efforts are poised to reshape Balochistan’s
trajectory. Prime Minister Kakar’s dedication to the province’s advancement is evident in his consistent day-and-night efforts,
which mirror the values upheld by Chief Minister Domki. Under the leadership of Chief Minister Mir Ali Mardan Domki, Balochistan
is undergoing a transformation that promises prosperity and development. His hands-on approach, as seen in his visits to develop-
ment projects and personal engagement with public transportation initiatives, reflects his dedication to the well-being of the people.
Additionally, his commitment to ensuring law and order for upcoming elections underscores his belief in transparent democracy.
Collaborating with Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar, Chief Minister Domki’s administration embodies optimism and dynamism,
factors that are vital for the province’s progress. As the province navigates towards a brighter future, it is evident that Chief Minister
Domki’s leadership is a beacon of hope. His visionary initiatives and collaborative spirit serve as a colloquy to the potential of
Balochistan, proving that with the right leadership, even the most challenging of circumstances can be transformed into opportuni-
ties for growth. The writer is a former Press Secretary to Chief Minister Balochistan, currently working as Assistant Director of Public
Relations at the Government of Balochistan
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Six farmers caught
stealing water from ca-

nals in Sargodha

PTI leader Haleem Adil Sheikh moves SHC against
his arrest warrants

Strategy being
evolved to bring

investment in
energy sector:

Muhammad Ali
ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Caretaker Federal Minis-
ter for Energy
Muhammad Ali has said
that the government is
committed to evolve a
comprehensive strategy
to bring investment in
energy sector. These
views were expressed by
him while talking to pri-
vate TV channel on
Wednesday.

Muhammad Ali
said, “We will try to re-
duce capacity payments
in the power sector and
efforts are being made to
attract investment in ex-
ploring the oil and gas
deposits.” Responding
to a question about con-
servation of electricity,
the minister said.

Lion on the loose:
Wildlife dept arrests

five in Karachi
KARACHI  (INP): Sindh
Wildlife Department has
arrested five people af-
ter a lion was spotted
strolling on Karachi’s
Shahra-e-Faisal on Tues-
day evening.  The lion
has been shifted to
Karachi Zoo after it was
caught by the Wildlife
team. According to Wild-
life Incharge, Javed
Mahar, five people in-
cluding the trader of the
animals have been ar-
rested after registration

of the case.
Trader Shams, the

driver and the cleaner of
the vehicle are among
those who have been ar-
rested by the Wildlife
team.

A panic was un-
leashed after a lion was
seen wandering freely on
Karachi’s Sharea Faisal
near a residential build-
ing. The lion was spot-
ted on Karachi’s
Shahrea Faisal  near
Aisha Bawany College.

Afzal Javed elected President, Nasir Abbas GS &
Sohail Raja FS of RISJA

ISLAMABAD, Aug 30
(INP): Senior journalist
Afzal Javed (AAJ TV)
has been elected Presi-
dent of Rawalpindi
Islamabad Sports Jour-
nalists Association
(RISJA-registered) while
Nasir Abbas Naqvi and
Sohail Raja were elected
general secretary and fi-
nance secretary respec-
tively for the next term.

All office-bearers
were elected unopposed
to their respective of-
fices during electoral
meeting held the other
day.  The electoral gen-
eral council meeting of

RISJA was held here at
Islamabad Tennis Com-
plex, under the supervi-
sion of chairman Election
Committee Faheem
Anwar Khan. The Coun-
cil paid rich tributes to
Abdul Mohi Shah and
passed a unanimous
resolution appreciating
his services for welfare
of the association mem-
bers and conducting
award ceremonies for
members who were part
of the association during
January 2022 elections.
The house also ap-
proved a membership list
and procedure to attain

RISJA membership in fu-
ture.   The other newly
elected office bearers are
Arslan Shirazi (PTV) Se-
nior Vice President,
Gabrial De Souza (The
News) and  Hafiz Ubaid
ur Rehman (NNI) Vice
Presidents, Nasir Abbas
Naqvi (Ausaf) General
Secretary, Khurram
Shahzad (Daily
Muslman) and Asim
Nawaz Abbasi (The
Dayspring) Joint Secre-
taries while Sohail Raja
(Pakistan) elected as
Treasurer of new body.
During meeting RISJA
(R) executive body also

formed headed by sea-
sonal sports journalist
Faheem Anwar Khan
while Shahryar Khan
(SUNO TV), Shahzad Ali
(Samaa), Zeeshan
Qayyum(PTV), Rehan
Shaikh (AAJ) and  Qaisar
Shahzad (INP) will be
part of the executive
body of the association.
Addressing the meeting,
former President Na-
tional Press Club
Shahryar Khan and oth-
ers appreciated the ser-
vices and efforts of
Abdul Mohi Shah for
conducting the RISJA
award ceremony. Abdul

Mohi Shah also ex-
pressed the hope that
the new body will play a
key role for the welfare
of the association. Mohi
Shah also donated his
individual award gift
back to RISJA funds. The
newly elected president
of RISJA, Afzal Javed
and Secretary Nasir
Naqvi, thanked all the
members for showing full
confidence and said that
the association will orga-
nize regular activities
while RISJA will con-
tinue to play its positive
role for the development
and promotion.

SARGODHA  (INP): An
irrigation task force team
caught six farmers on the
charge of water theft
from canals in Sargodha
district on Wednesday.

According to media
reports, the team con-
ducted raids in various
areas of the district, in-
cluding Chak no 147 NB,
Hujjan and adjacent vil-
lages,  and caught
Farooq, Ghulam
Muhammad, Sheraz,
Muhammad Iqbal, Javed
and Ansar and others
who were stealing water
from canals.

The team also

seized the equipment
used for stealing water.
On the report of the irri-
gation team, police reg-
istered cases against the
water pilferers.

The irrigation de-
partment has warned of
strict action against any-
one found stealing wa-
ter from canals. The de-
partment has also urged
farmers to use water ju-
diciously and not to steal
water from canals.

Water theft is a seri-
ous problem in Pakistan,
and it can lead to water
shortages for other farm-
ers and communities.

Saudi Crown
Prince may pay
hours-long visit

to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Saudi Crown Prince and
Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Salman
may pay a short visit to
Pakistan in the second week
of next month, diplomatic
sources said on Wednesday.
The possible visit of the
Saudi Crown Prince would
be of four to six hours as
part of first leg of his tour
which will later take him to
Pakistan’s arch-rival India.
The Saudi Crown Prince is
likely to come to Pakistan
on September 10. During
his brief stay, the Saudi
royal guest is expected to
hold meetings with Care-
taker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq and Army
Chief General Syed Asim
Munir with focus on bilat-
eral relations including de-
fence, trade and the oil re-
finery plan.

Father alleg-
edly kills

daughter for
refusing to

marry man of
his choice

RAWALPINDI (INP): A
father allegedly killed
his daughter after she
refused to marry the
boy of his choice, po-
lice said on Wednes-
day. According to po-
lice, the incident hap-
pened in Punjab’s
Mianwali on August 20
when a man allegedly
shot his daughter after
she refused to marry
the boy of his choice.

The girl was criti-
cally injured and was
shifted to Rawalpindi
hospital on August 20.

After remaining 10
days in the ICU, the
woman, identified as Dr
Sidra Niazi, succumbed
to her wounds. Earlier
on August 24, a man
axed his daughter to
death over ‘honour’ in
Karachi’s Manghopir.
The man buried her
daughter near his
house in Manghopir
after killing her over
‘honour’, police said.
Police further said, as
per initial reports, the
19-year-old victim had
gone missing from her
husband’s house. The
man informed his fa-
ther-in-law about the
missing of his wife. It is
pertinent to mention
here that in October
2016, the joint session
of parliament passed
long-awaited legisla-
tion closing a loophole
that allowed people
who killed for “honour”
to walk free.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
China has a very large
consumption and is be-
coming a new export
destination for Pakistani
meat.

According to Bilal
Tata, a member of the All
Pakistan Meat Exporters
& Processors Associa-
tion of Pakistan
(APMEPA),  efforts are
being made to comply
with extensive require-
ments regarding animal
disease management,
processing conditions,
storage, certification,

packaging, transporta-
tion, and labelling under
official supervision in
Pakistan to adhere to
veterinary health and
public health regulations
in both China and Paki-
stan.

Gwadar Pro quoting
Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS), stated on
Wednesday that Paki-
stan exported meat and
meat preparations worth
$34,866,000 in July
against the exports of
$25,409,000 during the
same period of last year,

showing a growth of
37.22% with a quantity
of 8,910 M.T

In fiscal year 2022-
2023, Pakistan exported
meat and meat prepara-
tions worth $426,708,000
as compared to
$341,006,000 in fiscal
year 2021-2022, an in-
crease of 25.13%.

The major export
destinations were the
United Arab Emirates,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and Bahrain.

Mr. Bilal Tata, a
member of the All Paki-

stan Meat Exporters &
Processors Association
of Pakistan (APMEPA),
attributed the growth in
exports to the increased
competitiveness of Paki-
stani products in the in-
ternational market due to
currency depreciation
and enhanced demand
from existing GCC coun-
tries and new markets
such as Jordan,
Uzbekistan after recov-
ery of the global
economy. A vast un-
tapped export potential
stemming from its large

livestock population
leaves it well-positioned
to grow its meat indus-
try, including the pro-
cessed meat market seg-
ment.  A more efficient
supply chain that re-
duces the operating
costs of animal sourcing
for meat processors also
holds tremendous po-
tential for significant
growth in export rev-
enues and farm income.

Beef export holds
significant importance
among all meat exports.
With approximately $300

million of export rev-
enues generated in
2020, of which $245 mil-
lion worth of bovine
meat exports, meat – and
beef in particular – has
progressively emerged
as a leading agricultural
export product, accord-
ing to the UN
Comtrade, 2020. Tata
Best Foods Ltd is one
of three processing
plants proposed for ex-
port to China by the
Ministry of National
Food Security and Re-
search, Pakistan.

Pakistan exported meat and meat preparations worth $34,866,000 in JulyPakistan to launch 5G ser-
vices within 10 months

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Caretaker Federal Min-
ister for IT and Tele-
communication Dr
Umar Saif has decided
that the 5G services will
be launched in Pakistan
within 10 months.

The development
emerged after a pivotal
meeting between Saif
and Chairman Pakistan
Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA), Maj Gen
(R) Hafeezur Rehman.
The discussions delved
into intricate matters of
telecommunications,
the impending 5G auc-
tion, and spectrum allo-
cation. The minister also
discussed in detail the
upcoming plans related

to telecommunications,
the rollout of the 5G
spectrum, and strate-
gies for optimal spec-
trum utilization.

Dr Umar Saif shed
light on the paramount
importance of optimal
spectrum utilization and
the coordinated de-
ployment of the 5G net-
work. Dr. Umar Saif ex-
pressed unwavering de-
termination to eliminate
hurdles by establishing
a priority-based crite-
rion. He specifically
highlighted that chal-
lenges related to taxa-
tion, telecom density,
and spectrum manage-
ment would be actively
addressed.

Swiss govt announces Ex-
cellence Scholarship for

Pakistani students
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Swiss Government
has announced the “Ex-
cellence Scholarship for
Pakistani students” for
the academic year 2024-
25, according to the
Higher Education Com-
mission. Each year, the
Swiss Confederation
awards Excellence Schol-
arships to promote inter-
national exchange and
research cooperation
between Switzerland and
over 180 other countries.

The research schol-
arship (research fellow-
ship, PhD, Postdoc) is
available to post-gradu-
ate researchers in any
discipline (who hold a
master’s degree is the

minimum qualification
required) who are plan-
ning to come to Switzer-
land to pursue research
or further studies at doc-
toral or post-doctoral
level.

The Swiss Govern-
ment Excellence Scholar-
ships are aimed at pro-
viding education oppor-
tunities to the young re-
searchers from abroad
who have completed a
master’s degree or PhD
and foreign artists hold-
ing a bachelor’s degree.

The recipients are
selected by the awarding
body, the Federal Com-
mission for Scholarships
for Foreign Students
(FCS).

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Health Services Regu-
lations and Coordination, Dr Nadeem Jan, called on President Dr Arif Alvi, at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

KARACHI:  Activates of  Jamaat e Islami Women wing burn electricity bill
during  protest against over electricity bill charges .

KARACHI  (INP):
Former PTI opposition
leader in the Sindh As-
sembly Haleem Adil
Sheikh who has been
nominated in the May 9
riots case appeared on

the scene after a long
time on Wednesday.

The PTI leader sub-
mitted an application to
the Sindh High Court
challenging his non-bail-
able arrest warrants is-

sued by an anti-terrorism
court in Hyderabad in
the May 9 mayhem case.

Sheikh said that he
got a protective bail from
the Peshawar High
Court.

He further said that
the Sindh High Court
too had barred the au-
thorities from arrest-
ing him in any case.

He requested the
SHC to suspend the

non-bailable arrest war-
rants issued by a
Hyderabad ATC.

He again pleaded
with the court to stop law
authorities from arrest-
ing him in any case.

Pakistani rupee
drops to another

historic low
against US dollar

in interbank
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Amid lackluster re-
sponse from the care-
taker government and
the central bank, the Pa-
kistani rupee continued
to slide into historic lows
against the US dollar in
the interbank market.

According to the
figures obtained from
the forex dealers, the lo-
cal currency hit rock
bottom against the
greenback as it shed 20
more paisas, taking the
US dollar to a historic
high of Rs303.25 during
the first session in the
interbank market on
Wednesday.

On Tuesday, the
Pakistani rupee had
plunged to yet another
record low against the
US dollar, as it settled at
Rs303.05 in the interbank
market. At close, the ru-
pee was down Rs1.05 or
0.35%.

Firing on tube
well claims two lives
BOLAN (INP): Unidenti-
fied gunmen opened fire on
tube well killing two people
and fled the scene here on
Wednesday.  Levies sources
said that unknown culprits
sprayed bullets at a tube
well located in Karta area
near Machh Bolan.  As a
result of firing, two people
including Waseem Khan
and Abdul Malik were
killed and assailants fled the
scene.  The bodies were
shifted to Machh hospital
through Edhi ambulance
and investigation into the
incident was kicked off.

The Long March-2D carrier rocket carrying three remote sensing satel-
lites is launched into space from the Shichang Satellite Launch Center in
China's Sichuan Province.
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US approves first arms
to Taiwan under for-

eign aid programme

Sindh education
dept bans corporal
punishment in schools

SC dismisses ECP plea seek-
ing review of Punjab polls order

Over 1,000 flights
cancelled as hurri-
cane makes land-

fall in Florida
TAMPA  (INP):  Airlines
in the United States can-
celled more than 1,000
flights on Wednesday as
Hurricane Idalia slammed
into the Big Bend region
of Florida, but the storm’s
power ebbed as it headed
toward Georgia. South-
west Airlines cancelled
more than 220 flights,
while Delta Air Lines can-
celled 157 flights, as of
12pm ET, according to
flight-tracking website
Flightaware.com. About
2,000 flights were also
delayed.

Airports at Tampa,
Clearwater and
Talla-hassee shut down
operations and were
monitoring the status of
the storm.

 Drawing strength
from the Gulf of Mexico’s
warm waters, Idalia un-
leashed destructive
winds and torrential
downpours that were
forecast to cause coastal
flooding up to 16 feet (5
m) deep along the state’s
Gulf Coast. Idalia grew
from a tropical storm into
a hurricane early on Tues-
day, a day after passing
west of Cuba, where it
damaged homes,
knocked out power,
flooded vil lages and
prompted mass evacua-
tions. “With Tampa Air-
port closing at midnight
on Tuesday.

President emphasizes impart-
ing quality training, essential

skills to civil servants
ISLAMABAD, Aug 31
(INP): President Dr Arif
Alvi on Thursday empha-
sized the need of impart-
ing quality training to
civil servants and equip-
ping them with essential
skills such as problem-
solving, fast decision-
making, and efficient
management of resources
to ensure good gover-
nance and improve ser-
vice delivery.

He said, “Bureau-
cracy must be more re-
sponsive to people’s
needs and focus on solv-
ing problems being faced
by the country in differ-
ent sectors, particularly
health, education, and
community services.”

These views were

expressed by the presi-
dent while chairing the
23rd meeting of the
Board of Governors
(BOG) of the National
School of Public Policy
(NSPP) here at Aiwan-e-
Sadr. The meeting was
attended by the Secre-
tary Establishment Divi-
sion, Inamullah Khan
Dharejo, Rector NSPP,
Dr Ijaz Munir, and other
members of the BOG.

Dr Arif Alvi urged
the need for making col-
laborative efforts with
different national and
international organiza-
tions and educational
institutions to conduct
research and provide
quality training to civil
servants. He said that

NSPP should consider
providing short-term
training courses and up-
dating its training mod-
ules along modern lines
to equip bureaucrats
with the latest skills and
improve their efficiency
and performance.  He
further stated that NSPP
should deal with cases
of inefficiency and mis-
conduct as per rules, be-
sides taking steps to en-
sure transparency and
accountability within
NSPP and its subsidiary
institutions.  The meet-
ing was briefed about
the implementation sta-
tus of the decisions
taken in the 22nd meet-
ing of the BOG, besides
discussing

WASHINGTON, Aug 31
(INP):  US President Joe
Biden’s administration
has for the first time ap-
proved direct US military
aid to Taiwan under an
assistance programme
aimed at foreign govern-
ments, officials said on
Wednesday, as worries
grow over China.

The State Depart-
ment informed Congress
on Tuesday of the $80
million package, which is
small compared with re-
cent sales to Taiwan but
marks the first assistance
to Taipei under the For-
eign Military Financing

programme, which gen-
erally involves grants or
loans to sovereign
countries.

Successive US ad-
ministrations have done
so through sales rather
than direct aid to Tai-
wan, with formal state-
ments speaking in the
tone of business trans-
actions with the island’s
de-facto embassy in
Washington. The State
Department insisted that
the first-ever aid under
the programme did not
imply any recognition of
the sovereignty of Tai-
wan.

Zahoor Ahmed assumes charge of
Additional Secretary I&B

ISLAMABAD  (INP):  Zahoor Ahmed of Secretariat
Group has assumed the charge of Additional Secretary
Incharge at the Ministry of Information and Broadcast-
ing, says in media reports.

 On arrival at his office, Zahoor Ahmed was received
by senior officers and staff of the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting. After taking charge of the Infor-
mation Ministry, he met with the Caretaker Federal Min-
ister for Information Murtaza Solangi and took instruc-
tions from him regarding the affairs of the ministry.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
The Supreme Court (SC)
on Thursday dismissed
the Election Commission
of Pakistan’s (ECP) ask-
ing the top court to re-
visit its order of holding
elections to the Punjab
Assembly on May 14.

A three-member
bench headed by Chief
Justice Umar Atta
Bandial and comprising
Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan and
Justice Munib Akhtar
heard the case.

In a unanimous
judgment on April 4, the
bench had quashed the
electoral body’s deci-
sion to extend the date
for polls in the province
from April 10 to Oct 8 and
fixed May 14 as the new

date. It had earlier di-
rected the government to
release Rs21 billion for
the elections in Punjab
and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and pro-
vide a security plan to
the ECP regarding the
polls. Moreover, the
court had instructed rel-
evant authorities to keep
it in the loop.

However, in reports
submitted to the apex
court in subsequent
days, the ECP had said
the then ruling coalition
was reluctant in releas-
ing the funds.

It had contended
that staggering polls by
holding them in Punjab
and KP separately, be-
fore elsewhere, was not

feasible since it would
incur significantly more
expenses compared to
holding the exercise on
one day. It had further
said that an already de-
pleted security appara-
tus would require weeks
in advance for its
mobilisation.

On May 3,  with
fewer than two weeks to
the May 14 election date
ordered by the court, the
election commission had
filed its plea seeking a
review of the court’s
April 4 order. The court
will intervene whenever
there is a Constitutional
violation," Chief Justice
Umar Ata Bandial re-
marked during the hear-
ing of the case.

Electricity bills: Lahore
traders to observe shutter

down strike on Sept 2
LAHORE (INP): The
business community of
Lahore on Thursday an-
nounced to observe a
shutter down strike on
September 2 (Saturday)
against the inflated elec-
tricity bills and rising in-
flation. In a statement,
Mujahid Maqsood Butt
– President of Traders
Association – said that
markets across Lahore

will remain closed on Sat-
urday (September 2) in
protest against inflated
electricity bills and rising
inflation in the country.

Traders cannot pay
such heavy bills, as it is
destroying our busi-
nesses, Butt said and
urged the Caretaker PM
Anwaarul Haq Kakar to
take back the recent hike
in the electricity bills.

Meanwhile, Karachi trad-
ers have also an-
nounced a shutter down
strike on September 1
against inflated electric-
ity bills.

The inflated power
bills triggered country-
wide protests from
Karachi to Khyber and
protests in some parts of
the country are turning
violent.

KARACHI  (INP): Edu-
cation Department,
Sindh has taken a proac-
tive stance against the
growing instances of
physical violence target-
ing students within edu-
cational institutions.

As a result, a deci-
sive ban on corporal
punishment has been
enforced across all pri-
vate schools in the city.

The initiative was
spearheaded by Mr.
Ahmed Khan, the Addi-
tional Director of the
Education Department.

Mr. Khan expressed
deep concern about the
rising trend of corporal
punishment in schools
and underscored the
department’s commit-
ment to fostering a safe
and conducive learning
environment.

The ban, now an in-
tegral part of school reg-
istration certificates,
highlights the
department’s dedication
to safeguarding the well-

being of students.
The move was fur-

ther reinforced by Ms.
Rafia Javed, the Educa-
tion Department’s
spokesperson.

Ms. Javed firmly
stated that any school
found in violation of the
ban would face legal
consequences.

The department’s
vigilance is aimed at en-
suring strict compliance
and holding schools ac-
countable for their ac-
tions.

Acknowledging the
concerns of parents, the
spokesperson urged
them to promptly report
any incidents of physi-
cal punishment.

The Education
Department’s 2005 legis-
lation empowers it to
potentially revoke the
registration of schools
repeatedly violating the
ban, showcasing the se-
riousness with which the
matter is being ad-
dressed.

Shamshad
Akhtar clarifies
comment about

quitting job
ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Caretaker Finance Min-
ister Shamshad Akhtar in
her clarification state-
ment said that comments
about wondering why
she took up a post in the
cabinet were ‘misinter-
preted’. In the video,
Shamshad Akhtar said
that she had said that
many people asked her
why she had taken up
the job of finance minis-
ter in such challenging
times.  However,
Shamshad Akhtar added
that it was an honour to
be able to serve Pakistan
at such a time.

The clarification
was issued as a video by
Information Minister
Murtaza Solangi on X,
former Tiwtter. Earlier re-
ports emerged that the
minister told the Senate’s
Standing Committee on
Finance that she some-
times wonders why she
took the job. However,
reports said that she
added that the comments
had been made on a
lighter note.

Govt ‘prepares’ relief
plan for electricity

consumers

IHC holds hearing in Imaan
Mazari’s protective bail, case

details plea

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Caretaker govern-
ment has ‘prepared’ a re-
lief plan for the electric-
ity consumers after
countrywide protests
against inflated bills,
sources said on Thurs-
day.

From Karachi to
Khyber, people belong-
ing to various walks of
life are protesting against
soaring electricity bills.

Sources having
knowledge of the devel-
opment said Pakistan
has shared the plan with
the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) in writ-
ing seeking Rs250 billion
relief in electricity bills.

The plan has been
prepared by keeping the
consumers who use up
to 400 electricity units,
monthly, the sources
said.

Pakistan in its rec-
ommendations has sug-
gested taking back the
recent hike of Rs7 per
unit in the basic tariff of
electricity and doing the
same phase-wise, later.

Furthermore, Paki-
stan has also sought the
IMF’s nod to give install-
ment facilities to electric-
ity consumers.

The Finance Minis-
try will give a guarantee
to the international
lender in writing for the
collection of August and
September’s bills in in-
stallments, the sources
said.

Earlier on Wednes-
day, Caretaker Finance
Minister Dr. Shamshad
Akhtar ruled out room
for additional subsidies
within the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
agreements.

ISLAMABAD  (INP): A
hearing was held in
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) regarding the hu-
man rights lawyer –
Imaan Mazari – plea for
protective bail as well as
the details of the cases
registered against her on
Thursday.

The Islamabad High
Court (IHC), Justice
Mian Gul Hassan
Aurangzeb presided

over the hearing, where
the officials from the In-
terior Ministry pre-
sented their arguments
before the court.

Interior Ministry of-
ficials said that a case has
been registered against
the human rights lawyer
– Imaan Mazari.

The ministry offi-
cials firmly argued that
the federal government
lacked the authority to

order the provinces
about the details of
cases filed in the prov-
inces against Imaan
Mazari.

However, Justice
Mian Gul Hassan
Aurangzeb seeking clar-
ity on whether any re-
quests had been made to
obtain details of cases
registered against Imaan
Mazari in other prov-
inces.

More than 50
killed in building
fire in South Africa’s

Johannesburg
JOHANNESBURG(INP):
More than 50 people
have died in a fire that
engulfed a five-storey
building in central
Johannesburg on Thurs-
day, the South African
city’s emergency ser-
vices said. Dozens of
others were injured,
some suffering from
smoke inhalation, and
were taken for treatment
at local hospitals, Emer-
gency Management Ser-
vices spokesman Robert
Mulaudzi said. “We’re
on 52 bodies, which we
have recovered and also
43 people who sustained
minor injuries,”
Mulaudzi told local
broadcaster ENCA.
Firefighters who were
called to the scene put
out the flames and
search and recovery op-
erations were ongoing.

Three arrested for
sexually assaulting

boy in Arifwala
ARIFWALA (INP):
Arifwala police booked
four accused and ar-
rested three of them for
sexually assaulting a
boy and blackmailing
him into paying money
under the threat of mak-
ing a video of him being
assaulted viral, police
said on Thursday. The
accused assaulted a boy
sexually at gunpoint and
shot a video of the act.

They then black-
mailed the victim into
paying hundreds of
thousands of rupees
under the threat of mak-

ing the video viral. The
police registered a case
against the accused un-
der various provisions
and arrested three sus-
pects identified as Aqib,
Awais Padhyar and
Hassan Gadhi while
their one accomplice
managed to escape.
Awais Shah, son of a
police inspector nomi-
nated in the case, was
yet to be arrested by the
police. “Police are reluc-
tant to arrest the son of
the police inspector,”
the family of the victim
alleged.

Water level dropped
in Sutlej to low flood
at Ganda Singh Wala
L A H O R E /
BAHAWALNAGAR
(INP): Sutlej River wa-
ter has dropped to low
flood at Ganda Singh
Wala in Kasur district
on Thursday.

The water flow in
river has been 74,390
cusecs at Ganda Singh
Wala and 77,022 cusecs
at Islam Headworks,
Provincial  Disaster
Management Authority
has stated.

Sutlej River has
been in medium flood at
Sulemanki Headworks
95,238 cusecs flow.

Flooding in Sutlej
has wreaked havoc in
Bahawalnagar district
and 86 settlements of
the river belt have been

affected in flood.
Ferocious flow of

the river water has
swept away protective
dykes and roads in the
district. The land link
with over 100 settle-
ments has been dis-
rupted and standing
crops of thousands of
acres have drowned
while the water has
flooded several houses.

Floodwater has de-
veloped craters at link
roads connecting river
belt with the main high-
way. Rescue teams have
shifted 12,236 people
stranded in flood water
to safer places. The ad-
ministration has set up
30 flood relief camps for
affected people.

First PhD SHO in Punjab Police leaves
people dumbfounded

PHOOLNAGAR  (INP):
Despite the fact that
people in Pakistan usu-
ally complain about the
police’s conduct and it
is due to the presence
of black sheep in the
Force that even honest
and dedicated police
officers remain de-
prived of people’s ap-
preciation, still there are
some police personnel
who still manage to
make a name for them-
selves and earn praise

not only from their fam-
ily members and friends
but also from the people
who are hostile towards
them.

Dr. Zulfiqar is one
such police official who
completed his PhD while
he was serving as an
SHO at Phoolnagar’s
Saddar police station. He
has now become the first
SHO in Punjab who has
done PhD.

 Zulfiqar has
proved that if a person

remains committed to his
or her passion, he or she
could win laurels no mat-
ter how difficult the cir-
cumstances are. And
even service at police de-
partment, with which lot
of negativity is associ-
ated, cannot dampen his
or her spirits.

Not only Zulfiqar is
a highly educated police
official, but he is also
honest and dedicated to
his duty. He treats com-
plainants with extreme

respect due to which he
has won their hearts
and minds.

So much so that
people are stunned
when they meet him and
wonder whether he is
from police department.
They have said that the
Force’s morale could
boost if there are more
such police officers,
who are not only edu-
cated but also honest
and committed to their
job.

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy and Royal Navy Ship HMS LANCASTER par-
ticipated in bilateral exercise WHITE STAR IV in North Arabian Sea.

HYDERABAD: Deputy convener MQM Pakistan Dr Farooq Sattar ad-
dress to a huge protest rally against inflation.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Energy, Power Muhammad Ali call-
ing on Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani.

HYDERABAD: Sindh Law Minister Umer Soomro addressing to the
members of Hyderabad District Bar.


