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2m children out of school in Balochistan as
learning quality declines

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In Balochistan, over 2 million children
are out of school despite repeated enrollment cam-
paigns by the provincial education department,
political parties and non-govemmental organiza-
tions. Learning quality in govemment-run schools
continues to decline as teachers arc recruited on a
political basis with no proper training to teach stu-
dents. During the middle-level examination for the
year 2019-20; only 0.8 percent of students secured
an A+ grade across the province. This simply ex-
posed the declining quality of education in govern-
ment-run schools.

322 students out of a total of
42,823 got A+ grades in the
middle exami

Only 322 students got A+ grade out of a total
of 42,823 candidates in the middle-level examina-
tion, statistics of the Balochistan Assessment and
Examination Commission (BAEC) revealed. This
painted a bleak picture of declining and poor quak
ity of education.

The documents showed 122 students got an A

grade during the examination conducted inthe prov- |

ince. In9 districts including Barkhan, Hamai, Kachi,
Kharan, Musakhail, Nushki, Sherani, Killa Abdullah,
and Sikandar Abad, no student achieved an A +
grade.
The literacy rate in Balochistan
is 46%
The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46 percent as

per statistics obtained from the education depart-
ment with 61 percent male and 29 percent female.

The province has not conducted any survey |

to assess the learning quality of students studying
in over 15,000 govemnment-run primary, middle and
high schools across Balochistan. As per a confi-
dential report obtained by Daily Quetta Voice, still
over 2 million children are out of school. Similarly,
the number of enrolled students in government
schools is 1,119,925, the report mentioned. The stu-
dents studying in private schools are in addition to
this. However, no data about the private schools”
enrollment is available.

Girls students at TLC established in Naseerabad: Photo provided by UNICEF

47% of children are out of
school in Balochistan

‘The report mentioned the percent of the out of
school children stands at 47 percent. It means half
of the children of Balochistan are deprived of edu-
cation. Those who are going to govemment schools
are unable to read a sentence in English. The main
focus of the Balochistan government in general and
the education department, in particular, is on sala-
ries and the construction of new buildings for
schools. Inevery budget, schools aeupgraded and
strategy is evolved to impart required training to
teachers.

The provincial teachers trainin

institute re-

mains symbolic and nominal with stafT just drawing
salaries.
Huge amounts pumped but with

no results

The Balochistan_govemment allocated Rs.15
billon to the Public Sector Development Program
(PSDP) for the year fancial year 20023-24.
owever, not a single penny has been allo-

cated for the training of teachers and improving
curriculum to improve the quality of education in
govemment schools. European Union provided 18
million euros, World Bank and the Global Partner-
ship for Education have been pumping hu e
amounts to improve literacy rates and ensure
enrollment of school childrén.

Neverthekess, still 2 million children remain out
of school and the quality of education continues to
decline.

Tabadlab making some positive
strides in this regard

“Tabadlabs Centre for Education Skills & Youth
(ESY), is committed to raising awareness about the read-
ing challenges faced in Pakistan. Our goal is to chart a
course towards swift progress and development in learn-

s tivist is
of paramount importance to amplify our message. By
doing 50, we aim to engage a wide audience capable of
propelling the momentum for a transformative shift in
foundational education. In this whole scenario, the gov-
ernment, political partics, NGOs, andcivil society should
put their heads together and work on a war footing basis
to ensure the enrollment of out-of-school children and
improve the quality of education.

500 Iranian petrol pumps closed
in Balochistan: Jan Achakzai

| From Our Correspondent:

KARACHI: Caretaker Balochistan Informa-
tion Minister, Jan Achakzai on Sunday said
law enforcement agencies closed 500 Iranian
petrol pumps across the province. Pumps
selling smuggled Iranian petrol were sealed
as a part of a nationwide crackdown against
smuggling.

Addressing a news conference in

| Karachi, Jan Achakzai said that a crackdown
| was underway against foreign currency and

smugﬁled Iranian petroleum products. He

Caretaker Information Minister

Balochistan added that they are working on
border management, Iranian oil has become a
business worth 5 billion, and more than 500
Iranian pumps have been closed in
Balochistan.

Jan Achakzai said that we will end the
Iranian oil network, and are making a joint
effort with the Sindh government to cut off
the supply line. The Provincial Caretaker
Minister said that the end of smuggling is part

the Army Chief’s VlSlOn and the people
involved in ling will be deported.

said that the two accused arrested
more than 1 million dollars from an area of
Quetta. Major currency smuggling gang
busted in Quetta, he informed.

He said that law and order is deteriorat-
ing due to illegal Afghan refugees, it is not yet
clear which Afghan refugee should be kept
and who should not be kepl He sald lhal
solvingthe probl

Legal action be taken
smugglers

5

15 narcotics factories abolished in Killa
Abdullah district of Balochistan

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

CHAMAN: Law enforcementagencies abol-
ished 15 narcotics factories in Balochistan’s
KillaAbdullah districton Sunday.

On the instructions of Corps Commander
Balochistan, the Pakistan Army, FC
Balochistan, Anti-Narcotics Force, Levies
and other law enforcement agencies are par-
ticipatingin the operation. So far, 15 drug fac-
tories including 938 kg of hashish have been
destroyed in the operation, an official hand-
outissued here said.

The operation plan was finalized in a meet-
ing held on 28 August 2023 at Headquarters

12 Corps, in whichall stakeholders were in-
volved. After which a jirga was also held on
August 30 in Qila Abdullah under the anti-
narcotics campaign, the official statement said.

In the Jirga, the local elders demanded
the abolition of drug factories and the stop-
page of drug production in QilaAbdullah and
Gulistan and assured their full supportto the
security agencies.

These operations are being carried out by
the Pakistan Armyand other law enforcement
agencies to protect Balochistan, especially
educational institutions, from the menace of

priority, and steps are being taken to pmmole
the sports sector.

| Morocco survivors seek ald as quake toll
of over 2,000 seen likely to rise

Survivors of Morocco’s deadliest carthquake in
more than six decades struggled to find food and
water on Sunday as the search for the missing con-
tinued in hard-to-reach villages and the death toll
of more than 2,000 seemed likely to rise further.
Many people spent a second night in the open
afier the 6.8 magnitude quake hit late on Friday.
Relief workers face the challenge of reaching
the worst-affected villages in the High Atlas, a rug-
ged mountain range where settlements are often
remote and where many houses crumbled.
Moroccanmediareported the collapse ofa his-
torically important 12th century mosque, undetlin-
ing damage to the country’s cultural heritage. The
quake also damaged parts of Marrakech old city, a
UNESCO World Heritage site.
In Moulay Brahim, a village near the epicentre
40km south of Marrakech, residents described how
they had dug the dead from the rubble using their

bare hands.

“We lost our houses and we lost people also
and we are sleeping like two days outside,” said 36-
year-old Yassin Noumghar, a Moulay Brahim resi-
dent. Complaining of shortages of water, food and
power, Noumghar said he had received little gov-
emment aid so far. “We want just for our govern-
ment to help us,” he said, expressing a frustration
voiced by others.

Later, sacks of food were unloaded from a truck
which local official Mouhamad ak-Hayyan said had
been organised by the govemment and civil soci-
ety organisations.

Twenty-five bodies had been brought to
Moulay Brahims small medical clinic, according to
staff there who wamed they were starting to face a
shortage of some first aid supplies. With many
homes built of mud bricks and timber, structures in

the area crumbled easily. News Desk
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The forgotten flood affectees of

Balochistan
Editorial:
Almost a year on, thousands of flood affected people are yet to be rehabili-
tated in various flood-hit districts of Balochistan. In scorching heat, the flood
affectees in Balochistan’s Naseerabad, Jaffarabad, Sohbat Pur, Lasbela and
other districts continue to suffer.

Flood affectees appeals for rehabilitation and relief almost fell on deaf
ears in the province and center. It was very shocking for every sane person
that the federal government has not paid a single penny out of a total amount
of Rs.10 billions announced by the prime minister Shehbaz Sharif for flood
affectees of Balochistan.

Islamabad yet to pay a single penny out of Rs.10 billions

announced by Prime Minister

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo lodged a protest before
the federal govemment regarding the financial crisis of Balochistan and de-
manded the payment of funds announced by the premier on August 28 last
year in Jaffarabad district for flood affectees.

The current year’s monsoon season is about to start and neither the
provincial nor the federal governments have taken any effective steps for the
rehabilitation of the flood affectees of the last year.

All it ffe

Govemment departments in general and the Provincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA) in particular have almost abandoned the flood af-
fected arcas. The Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) have almost left
the arcas affected by floods. Ifthe federal govemment has not paid any penny
for the rehabilitation of the flood affectees, this is painful. This is also a bitter
reality that the provincial govemment has also not taken effective steps to
support the affectees in this hour of trial. Collapsed bridges after devastating
floods are yet to be reconstructed in Quetta, What to speak about rest of
Baluchls which covers half of the country in terms of area. \Itis both the

ity of the provincial and federal governments to take effective steps
{o fehabiliate the flood alTecices before it & aheady bie.

Tourism: The Neglected Sector

Muhammad Asghar Harifal:

Pakistan is cited as one of
the countries blessed with
strategic locations connect-
ing extremely important
geographical_regions of
Central and South Asia.
Historically speaking, the
dividends of geography did
accrue and they included the
fortification of security by
enlarging the security appa-
ratus with the help of west-
ern powers and cconomic
progress of a few decades,
albeit ephemeral in nature.
The country was the cyno-
sure of Western attention
from its origin thanks to its
location, In the decades of
the sixties, cighties and,
later during the period of
the so-called war against
terrorism, Pakistan played
a crucial role owing to its
location. The security com-
pulsions of the western
countries, led by America,
turned out to be aligned
with Pakistan’s security
concerns in the region, lead-
ing to trusted relations of
cooperation.

Pakistan’s pre-
dominant traditional
security predilection

has senouslv come
under strain

Pakistan is again the
hub of changes but, this
time, not as the traditional
fire-arm battleground, but
challenged by growing

icsand

technology bewildering ad-
‘vancement,

cconomy and building an

badly affcted by the var
and politi-

power. With the end of the
last afghan war in the
neighbourhood and seismic
political changes at the
world chessboard, meta-
morphosing the world from
a unipolar to a multipolar
world, Pakistan’s predomi-
nant traditional security
predilection has seriously
come under strain. More
distinctly,one of Pakistan’s
neighbours and most
trusted ally has turned into
the second most robust
cconomy of the world chal-
lenging the traditional sole
power of the world. While
another neighbour, although
not friendly, is shaping it-
selfinto onc of the ‘top five
cconomies.
country’s power is now
measured with different
yardsticks; compelling the
internal power repositories
to share the power cake
with institutions having re-
sponsibilitics of cconomic
ievelopment and informa-
tion technology promotion.
These two sectors are pur-
portedto leadall others to-
wards the prosperity of the
country.
Pakistan has once
been a hub of tourists

Pakistan, a forex-

starved country, can use
tourism as one of the instru-
- ing ih,

try. Tourism is one of the
sectors that will define the
country’s image, and it
serves as abarometer forall
other fields underpinning
the progress of the country.
The flip side of tourism is
that itis too timid to lead; it
shows in the last when all
other sectors haw reassured
their performance. Tourism
flourishes when the institu-
tions are less interferingin
people’s lives and efficient
enough, while the society is
tolerant of faiths, living
styles, dress codes and val-
ues of others. Pakistan, un-
doubtedly, has drifted apart
and, for now, is not in that
positionneither in terms of
society or institutions. The
encouraging aspect, how-
ever, is that improvement
in the former helps the lat-
ter fall in place leading to
change. The ray of hope is
that Pakistan has once been
a hub of tourists and re-
course to the same co

Balochistanis 43% of
Pakistan and its tourism
promotion will have an in-
credible impact on the
country’s image, attracting
visitors from all over the
world. Not only that
Balochistan has a bigger
landmass, but it is also

c;\l allcnallon is manifest
from the unrest of the last
several decades. Pakistan’s
tourism revival strategy
must not only begin from
Balochistan, the resource
allocation for tourism must
have this province as a pri-
ority, with the share equal
to its size. Tourism promo-
tion is not only wital for
wider national develop-
ment, the spectre of terror-
ism purveying the whole
province, in particular in
the coastal tourism poten-
tial region, can be tackled
with the help of tourism
promotion.

Diversity in
Balochistan’s fourism

in the fields of tourism. It
has a landscape, inco
ratingall the individual dis-
tinctions, all other prov-
inces pride in. Balochistan
has ccotourism potential
wing high mountains of
Sulaiman with Takhtte
Sulaiman peak, Kirthar,
Zarghon, Toba Kakari and
several others. It has vast
deserts of Jhal Magsi and
ran. Balochistan con-
tiguous countries have uti-
lized deserts for tourism at-
traction by providing
desert stays and desert
sports activities. The Jhal

Magsi jeep rally s a thrill-
ing event, albeit circum-
seribed to a few scions of
the affluent class, as the
poor can neither afford to
participate in it nor have
developedthe attraction for
it. With economic activities
being generated, the com-
position and frequency of
these unique sports can
change

Countries ke Egypt,
Isracl, India and China have
utilized cultural heritage to
attract tourists generating
sizeable forex. Balochistan
has Mchargarh, older than
all other archacological sites
of Pakistan. The site utili-
zation for tourism 0ses
will attract visitors from
Europe and neighbouring
countrics. The site develop-
ment is undertaken by the
government of Balochistan
and hopefly vl contit
ute to the economic devel-
opment of the province.

Sindhis known for the

tourism potential of the
coast, with 220 km coast
dwarfs before the 770 km
coast of Balochistan.
Balochistan coast has not
only the potential to be-
come the hub of economic
activities, but it can also
turn into a Dubai for tour-
ists for its clean beaches,
sparsepopulation and ex-
tremely pleasant weather in
‘winter.

Dismissing the Constitution

By Ahmed Bilal Mehboob

THIS is an extraordinary  tended by about 40 days ~tional and legal niceties
phase of Pakistan’s po- due to the assassination were pushed aside. The
litical life. None of the of Benazr Bhutto and the KP caretaker cabinet
five directly elected leg- resulting riots that took oath on Jan 26,
islatures are in place and ~ erupted in many parts of 2023, and from the get-
both the federation and Pakistan especially go, the strong and well-
the four provinces are Sindh. Even this non- documented political af-
being governed by compliance withthecon- fiiation ofmost caretaker
unelected caretaker gov-  stitutional provision was ministers was obvious.
emments — not just for later post-facto The subject was ex-
90 days which is the regularised by inserting tensively discussed in
maximum period man- Article 270BB (General the media, and the con-
dated by the Constitu- Elections 2008) in the cerned political parties
tion, but for extended Constitution through the made no secretof the af-
periods. 18th Amendment. filiation of these mini
The caretaker gov- Continuation of ters. The only com-
emments in Punjab and unelected caretaker gov- plaints these parties
KP were formed in Janu- ernments for extended made was that the ‘quota’
ary and are already into periods runs counter to of these parties in the
their ninth month. If elec- the spirit of democracy cabinet was not as much
tions are held in Febru- and the Constitution — as they thought they
arynext year, as is widely more specifically to the deserved.
believed in view of the latter’s preamble where it It is surprising how
ongoing delimitation ex- is stated that “...the sucha partisan caretaker
ercise, thetwo provincial state shall exercise its govemnment was allowed
governments would powers and authority to be swornin, in the first
complete 14 months by  through the chosen rep- place. When one of the
the time the elected gov- resentatives of the ministers addressed a
emments are sworn in.  people”. political party’s public
The caretaker fed- The new parliament ~ gathering, the Election
eral and the remaining will, therefore, have to Commission of Pakistan
two governments of debate the question of sprang into action and
Sindh and Balochistan validation of the delay in advised the caretaker
would complete six election and the ex- chiefministerto sack the
months by the time the tended period of care- minister concerned. Af-
elected goverments are taker governments once ter the minister resigned
in place. the new National As- onJuly 24, the ECP asked
In the past 38 years sembly takes oath. The the chiefminister to sack
since the system of care-  Supreme Court has al- almost the entire cabinet
taker governments was ready pronounced that which was involved in
devised and made partof the requirement of elec- politics.
the Constitution, care- tion within 90 days is not Although the ECP’s
taker governments have flexible. The delayin ekec- direction to enforce the
never existed for this tion and extended rule of impartiality of the care-
long. The only time the the caretaker govern- taker government before
caretaker set-up existed ments may be one of the the general election is a
longer than the man- most serious deviations welcome step, the con-
dated period was in 2008 from the Constitution in tinuation of the partisan
when the election date, recent times, but it is, by ministers fora full seven
and therefore the care- no means, the only in- months shows the lax
taker period, was ex- stance when constitu- attitude towards the

£

Constitution and the
Elections Act, 2017,
whose Section 230(1)(d)
requires caretaker gov-
emments to be impartial
towards all parties and
candidates, It is difficult
10 imagine how a person
affiliated with a political
party can be impartial to
other parties.

Another example of
taking constitutional and
legal requirements casu-
ally is that of a sittin
senator — a founder-
member of his party the
Balochistan Awami Party
— who was selected by
the outgoing prime min-
ister and leader of the
opposition to be the
carctaker prime minister.

It is commendable
that Mr Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar resigned from the
Senate and the basic

of BAP be-

Judicial independence?

THE i of

d d of

the judiciary has been a
recurrent theme in our
jurisprudence in recent
years. This is particularly
true since the restoration
of former chief justice of
Pakistan (CJ) Iftikhar
Chaudhry.

Judicial indepen-
dence is one of the core
values of our Constitu-
tion because it is inextri-
cably linked with the en-
forcement of fundamen-
tal rights and the rule of

W
Tts interpretation by

the Supreme Court (SC),
however, raises concem
that instead of providing
judges the security to
dispense justice, inde-
pendence of the judi-
ciary has  been
weaponised to_shield
superior courts from ac-
and trans-

the judiciary, therefore,
was used as a Jumﬁca—
tion to make the CJ a
gatekeeper in appoint-
ments to the SC: he was
empowered to not only
decide when to convene
meetings of the JCP if
vacancies arose or were
expected, but also to ini-
tiate names of candidates
to be considered by the
JCP for selection.

The SC’s skewed
view of judicial indepen-
dence was further high-
lighted in the detailed
reasoning of the 18th
Amendment case, pub-
lished alongside the
judgement on petitions
challenging the trial of ci-
vilians accused of terror-
ism before military courts
201!

The SC held that the

fore taking oath as prime
minister. This tradition
set by the prime minis-
ter, which was in line with
legal requirements, was,
however, not respected
by one of the members
of his cabinet, Sarfaraz
Bugti, the interior minis-
ter, who continues to be
a senator, with the Sen-
ate website identifying
his affiliation with the
BAP. As these lines were
being written, even the
ECP had not raised any
objection to his political
affiliation.

How can there be
two rules about political
affiliation for caretaker
federal and provincial
ministers?

parency, and concen-
trate unbridled power in
the office ofthe chief jus-
tice of Pakistan.

One of the most
striking examples can be
seen in the 18th Amend-
ment case, when among
other things, the process
of appointments of supe-
rior court judges was

lknged before the SC.
Inits interim order, a full
court bench agreed with
the petitioners that the
CJ s paterfamilas, ic, the
head of judiciary, and it
is a violation of the inde-
pendence of the judi-
ciary for his role fo be
limited to only one vote
in the Judicial Commis-
sion of Pakistan (JCP).

the ju-
diciary means complete
control  over  the
judiciary’s affairs, includ-
ing appointments. The
judiciary (namely the
chief justice) must ini-
tiate the nomination pro-
cess and judges must
make the final decision
on appointments — any
substantial role by par-

iment would amount to
abreach of judicial inde-
pendence. Tronically, at
the same time, the major-
ity of the SC did not find
a parallel judicial system
of military courts to try
civilians repugnant to ju-
dicial independence or
the separation of the ju-
diciary from the execu-
tive. Soon after, in 2016,

the SC refused to admit
for hearing a petition re-
questing the court to di-
rect the Supreme Judicial
Counciltodisclose infor-
mation regarding the
number of complaints
made to the SJC since its
inception as well as their
status. CJ Jamali stated
that “complete confiden-
tiality and secrecy is to
be maintained” af every
stage of the SJC’s pro-
ceedings, ostensibly to
safeguard judicial inde-
pendence.

The SC also in-
voked judicial indepen-
dence in a number of
contempt of court cases.
In 2012, it struck down
the Contempt of Court
Act, 2012, for violating
the independence of the
judiciary by restricting
the courts’ contempt
powers. A few years
later, in 2018, the SC con-
victed PML-N’s Talal
Chaudhry for contempt
of courtand disqualified
him from contesting
elections for five years
because it considered
his speeches question-
ing the judiciary’s
tainted  history of
legitimising military rule
“prejudicial to the integ-
rity and independence of
the judiciary”

The SC placed alot
of emphasis on judicial
accountability in one
judgement,  which
stands out. The case re-
lated to petitions chal-
lenging the presidential
reference against Justice
Isa. The majority judge-

By Reema Omer

ment (later successfully
reviewed) clarified a sole
focus on “protection of
the judiciary from the
depredations of the or-
gans of the state” would
not lead to the indepen-
dence of judiciary but
rather “it would be the
rule of judges without
any checks and bal-
ances”. It also said “nei-
ther judges nor the insti-
tution canretain the pub-
lic trust when serious
stigmas are cast on their
integrity”.

The principles high-
lighted in the judgement
were ignored when the
SC suspended the noti-
fication and stayed the
operation of a judicial
commission, comprising
Justice Isa and the chief
justice of the Lahore and
Balochistan high courts,
constituted by the gov-
emment to inquire into,
among other things, the
veracity of alleged con-
versations between per-
sons connected to or in-
cluding judges of the
superior courts and their
impact, if any, on the in-
dependence of the judi-
o

iary.

The SC reasoned it
was an “accepted and
settled constitutional
principle” that the per-
mission of the CJ first
had to be sought when-
ever a sitting judge was
to be made a member of
a commission. It was ir-
relevant that one of the
persons whose impar-
tiality was under ques-
tion was the CJ himself.

Bill of riots

By Shahzad Sharjeel

BURNING utifties bills is ~five thanks to the sub-  sible. Everyone who
all the rage across the sidy. The circular debt supports Tom because
country these days. has been accruing ever he lives on, or Harry for
Amidst stifling inflation, since. In the 1980s, a being handsome, or Dick
the choicest invective is group called Madagas- for just being himself is
reserved for clectricity car had a hit song that responsible.
gencration and distribu- went:  “Everybody  Fundamentalists
tion companics by the wants to sce the rain- against river diversion
rioting public. We arcall, bow, but nobody wants are responsible, for
at least partially if not the rain; cverybody dams cannot be built
equally, responsible for wants to feel the good without it and a lot of
the dire straits we find times, but no one can hydel generation oppor-
ourselves in. stand the pain.” The tunities are lost duc o
TV anchors are painis here, the wounds F against

carnings, ie, taxes and
exports. Economists just
cannot agree on auniver-
sal tax-to-GDP ratio re-
quired to run a modem
state; however, anything
less than 15 per cent
would barely cover run-
ning the judicial system
and policing, forget edu-
cation and health, what
to talk of investment in
infrastructure and envi-

hyperventilating about are self-inflicted.

reliable and

consumers’ inability to Everyone  who are responsible for you
pay ever-increasing votes without caring for cannot feed a population
power tariffs. Their manifestos, does not of nearly 250 million that
guests, usually fellow hold their representa- continues to grow at a
anchors or damp sq tives accountable, and dizzying pace without
who have been advising demands they and their diverting rivers.
successive govern- ik pay progressive taxes All ' who celebrate
ments, offer mealy- is responsible for the May 28 are responsible,
mouthed excuses. situation. People who for it came with a self-ful-
No one mentions canafford to and yetdo fillng prophecy of ‘we
the importance of a di- not convert their homes will eat grass’. All elected
verse energy portfolio, and businesses to re- and unelected rulers are

%'

sources of energy. DDT
was banned in most
parts of the world in the
carly 1970s, but we are
hooked to it: debt, de-
fence, and terrorism. The
last U can also denote
taxes — both from non-
collection and squeezing
only those already in the
tax net perspective. That
the IPPs are evil is an-

ie, the right mix of hydel, newable energy are re- ible for skewed
renewable, and thermal sponsible. People who policies and priorities;
generation sources. The ~cannot afford such con- we are responsible for
clephant in the room s version are guilty of not letting them get away
why acquiring nuclear demanding casy access with it. The question is
power plants is such an o finance. not how to bring down
uphill task for us. What  Anyone  breath- the bils, but how to in-
made nonproliferation lessly asking when the crease income and pur-
such a non-starter? next cketions willbe held  chasing power.  We

Everyone amongst without asking the pro- spend morethan we carn
us  has  enjoyed spective losers — for and importmore than we
subsidised fuel, eleciric-  there will be no winners export. Expenses can
ity and gas. When we in a long time — how only be curtailed up to a
could hardly afford one they would resolve the point, beyond that all
air conditioner, we ran multiple crises is respon- you can do is increase

other
ine leasing a car and then
insisting on paying only
ix instead of 12 annual
instalments because for
six months it remained
parked. Another example
of refusing to pay the
idle capacity — a name
for capacity payment —
is to tell your cab driver
you will ot pay for the
time the vehicle was
idling at traffic signals or
caught in a traffic jam.

Who is in,

IN a country where the
Constitution and the rule
of law have often
amounted to nought, it’s
the individuals, and
tragically not institu-
tions, who rule the roost
and shape the destiny of
the country and its citi-
zens. Ergo, let’s look at
some individuals who
have remained in the
headlines or have been
behind what’s been in
the headlines and where
they might be headed
come this September.
President Arif Alvi
has completed his five-
year tenure dedicated
mostly to the cause of
upholding his party the
PTD’s interests, even
though lately he seems
to have been somewhat
subdued in how far he
can accommodate PTD’s
position. Subdued be-
cause of reasons not in
the public domain but
still not hidden from
anyone curious enough,
especially given Aiwan-
i-Sadr’s persuasive visi-
tors. A couple of them
made another ‘courtesy
call’ on him just a fow
days ago amidst PTD’s
calls that he unilaterally
announce an election
date. The poor manmust
be torn between the de-
mands of his party, in-
cluding those of the

more vocal militant wing
and his leader in Attock
Jail, calling on him to say
itas itis, and self-preser-
vation which require him
to be prudent, subdued
submissive.

If he wishes, he can
continue in office till the
formation  of the
president’s electoral col-
lege after the next gen-
eral election and the vot-
ing in of a successor, or
he could say he’s had
enough and return to a
more familiar world of
root canals and cavities
and restoring his compa-
triots’ gleaming smiles.
But this means he will
also have to cap his
presidential pen. Yes, the
same pen with which he
so generously signed
dozens of ordinances
when his party was in
power and which he put
to such good use in writ-
ingto parliament and tell-
ing the directly elected
legislature  why
couldn’t legislate how it
deemed fit, of course, af-
ter his party was ousted
from government in a
vote of no-confidence.

To be fair, he can
also keep his pen capped
when he wants to like he
did, in a rare display of
pragmatism, when he
chose to keep his lips
sealed over the bill car-

who is out

rying amendments to
the Army Act, inter alia
paving the way for the
trial of many PTT leaders
and activists in milit:
courts. The matter re-
mains unresolved with
the hybrid government
saying the bill is now an
act, a law in force, be-
cause it sat with the
president for the re-
quired period of time and
he did not return it, cit-
ing written reasons for
his refusal. On the other
hand, the hybrid
government’s detrac-
tors, renowned constitu-
tional experts among
them, maintain the
amendments will now
have to await approval
by the new parliament
and can’tbe enforced till
such time.

The  president
showed he can duck too
when the bouncer
threatens to strike him.
Ifhe were at all to leave,
he will be succeeded in
office by the Senate
chairman, Sadiq
Sanjrani, till a new presi-
dent is elected. If that
were to happen, for the
first time two key offices,
head of state and head
of government, will be
placed in the ‘iron
handi of (he

By Abbas Nasir

called Mai Baap ki Party
(the potent patron’s
party) by some irrever-
ent analysts. Whatever
the case, the ground re-
ality will remain un-
changed. The other in-
fluential person who
completes his tenure in
office next week is Chief
Justice Umar Bandial
whose term appeared
controversial less be-
cause of his decisions or
accusations of bias but
more because he put his
faith in a handful of his
honourable colleagues
on the bench. No matter
how controversial, nar-
cissistic and even nasty
one of the past chief jus-
tices, Iftikhar Chaudhry,
often chose to be, his
one strength was that all
the apex court judges
stood behind him for
good or bad. That con-
sensus-building allowed
r Chaudhry to get
away with many judicial,
behavioural excesses.
Somehow, the ap-
parently soft-spoken
and sophisticated CJ
Bandial, who says it’s his
habit to say*Good to see
you’ to appellants and
lawyers alike, and not
just to one politician,
was unable to extend the
same courtesy to some

Party, hich i lovmgly

or felow
judges.
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Electricity related issues of business- | Got fies rviey
men needed to be resolved: ICCT | %icision on Re-

ISLAMABAD. gest commercial cen- market-wise commit- view of Judg-

(INP): President of ter of Islamabad, tees for F-6, F-7 and ments Act

which have caused
huge lossesto the busi-
ness community, so
ISCO should develop

Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari ahd

Blue Area to liaison
with his office and he
should fully cooperate
with them for timely

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Ministry of Law
has filed a review peti-

said that open and its infrastructure on solution oftheelectric- | tion against the Su-
hanging electric wires modern lines besides ity problems of the | preme Court verdict on
in the markets always improving the wiring traders in their respec- | Review of Judgments
pose great danger to system in all markets. tive areas. and Orders Act 2023.
theshopkeepers,while ~ A h s a n  Senior Vice Presi- The law ministry
fire incidents due to Bakhtawari said that dent ICCI Faad| has pleaded to the apex

court to review its Au-
gust 11 verdict.

A three-member
bench of the apex court
headed by Chief Justice
Bandial and comprising
Justice ljazul Ahsan
and Justice Munib
Akhtar had declared the
legislation as void inits
verdict. Justice Munib
Akhtar hadalso written
anadditional note inthe
verdict on the legisla-
tion.

when a transformer
burns in a market,
there was no back up
for it and repair of
burnt transformer
takes many days. Due
to this situation, the
perishable items get
spoiled causing losses
to the traders. He
stressed that IESCO
should come up with a
better solution to this
problem to save the
traders from further
losses. He said that
the repair charges of
commercial frans-
formers are too high
and should be re-
viewed. He said that
ICCI will nominate

short circuit of electric-
ity cause loss of mil-
lions of rupees to the
plaza owners as well
as the shopkeepers.
Therefore, IESCO
should address this is-
sue on priority to save
the traders from fur-
ther losses.

Talking to XEN,
F-6 Divisionof [ESCO
Abdul Rasheed Sarki
during his visit to ICCI
on Saturday, he said
that 5,000 traders are
doing business in the
Blue Area, but there
have been fire inci-
dents 6 to 7 times due
to the short circuit of
electricity in this big-

Waheed highlighted
the issues of MDI
meters and net meter-
ing faced by the busi-
ness community and
proposed their better
solution. He said that
the cabinet doors of
some transformers
are left open which
leads to short circuit so
ISCO should take
steps to address this
problem. He said that
deep freezers, refrig-
erators and other ap-
pliances of traders of-
ten get burnt due to
fluctuation inelectric-
ity voltage, so IESCO
shouldlookinto this is-
sue for redress.

The law ministry
has sought 15 days
time from the court for
submission of addi-
tional documents. The
Registrar  Office
granted the plea,
sources said.

rate the 10 MGD Water Filter Plant Hussainabad, Hyderabad.

President, PM
express grief

It's confirmed. Nawaz Sharif

. .
is coming next month over damages
LONDON  (INP): during the 16-month der Sharif and her | caused by severe
Nawaz Sharif — the stint of the Shehbaz daughter who doesn’t i
throetime. former Shritled contition muncewordswigeex. | carthquake in
prime minister who is government. plaining her point of Morocco
also the supremo of Earlier, it was re- view — the factor dif- | ISLAMABAD (INP):
PML-N — is returning ported last month that ferentiating their poli- | President Dr Arif Alvi

the PML-Nhad decided
to employ an aggres-
sive strategy in the next
general elections, as
party sources said the
responsibility “to carry
out the attack” had who enjoyed a brief
been mainlyassignedto  stint as the Punjab chief
Maryam Nawaz — the minister —will focus on
PML-N vice-president pacifying tactic and
known for her hardline = share the development
stance and considered work carried out by the
the ultimate crowd party during its gov-
puller after her father ernment tenures, the
who willalsobe follow-  sources said. Mean-
ing this approach. while, a comprehensive
Under this strat- campaign would be
egy, the PML-N elec- launched on main-
tion campaign will re- stream and social me-
volve around exposing _dia before and after the
the conspiracies return of elder Sharif
hatched and vendetta who is now scheduled
faced bythe party lead- to fly back home in
ers and targeting some October.
important personalities As far as the coop-
while sharing secret eration with other po-
audio recordings and litical parties is con-
other documentary cerned, any decision
proof. The purpose of about alliance or scat

tics with that o
Shehbaz who believes
in a conciliatory ap-
proach. On the other
hand, Shehbaz and his
son Hamza Shehbaz —

to Pakistan next month
after spending four
years in exile as the
country grapples with
economic turmoil and
political uncertainty
with the date for fresh
general elections yet to
be decided.

It was Nawaz him-
self who ended months
of speculations after
confirmed the news
during a meeting with
party leaders and work-
ers in London, albeit
without revealing the
exact date.

Nawaz had
reached London on
November 19, 2019 as
he fell critically ill in
prison, allegedly be-
cause of an attempt to
poison him.

His return is con-
sidered critical to the
chances of PML-N
winning the upcoming

and Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar have ex-
pressed grief and sor-
row over the losses
caused by the earth-
quake in Morocco. In
their separate state-
ments on Saturday, the
President and Prime
Minister condoled with
the quake affected
families. The President
expressed solidarity
with the people and
government of Mo-
rocco. He also prayed
for the speedy recov-
ery of those injured in
the calamity. Care-
taker Prime Minister
Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar
said in thishour of dif-
ficulty, Pakistan stands
with the brave people
and government of

elections as the party this is to explain the adjustment would be | Morocco and will pro-
dented its own chances  factors behind the con- made by the elder | vide them all possible
thanks to rising prices ~spiracies againstthe el- Sharif. support.

Pak-UAE to sign free trade agreement
by September end

ISLAMABAD (INP): try due to its geo- sador to the UAE, “A  successful
Caretaker Federal graphical proximityto Faisal Niaz Tirmizi, signing of the CEPA
Minister for Com- Pakistan which re- said bothnations were will potentially reduce

trade tariffs that could
significantly enhance
Pakistan’s income and
revenue.”

“Our bilateral
trade has increased by
24 percent from last
year to this year and
after CEPA our mar-
ket access will in-
here  for
UAE,” he said.

“There are al-
ready many significant
trade events which we
attended and Pakistani
presence is increasing
in every sector be it
food, health food,

duces transportation
and freight costs.

The Gulf country
is also home to an es-
timated 1.8 million Pa-
kistani expatriates and
after Saudi Arabia, the
second-largest source
of remittances for the
South Asian nation of
more than240 million.

“Emirates delega-
tion is planned for end
September to finalize
the FTA between Pa-
kistan and UAE,” Ejaz
said, adding the visit
would be focused on
trade, investment, and

merce, Industries, and
Production Dr Gohar
Ejaz saidthat the South
Asian country was ex-
pected to sign a free
trade agreement
(FTA) with the United
Arab Emirates (UAE)
during the upcoming
visit of an Emirati del-
egation in the last
week of September.
It is worth men-
tioning here that the
UAE is Pakistan’s
third-largest trade
partner after China
and the United States.
It is also viewed as an

optimistic about sign-
ing the agreement, of-
ficially known as the
Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA),
during the upcoming
visit.

“There are some
issues whichare being
negotiated and we
would like to finalize
the deal when they
come,

” Tirmizi said.

The UAE had al-
ready signed FTAs
with aroundnine coun-
tries and was working

HYDERABAD: Chairman Pakistan Peples Partyadressin
emony of 10 MGD Water Filter Plan

t Hussainabad, Hydera%ad.

to inauguration cer-

ECP obligated to conduct fresh
delimitations, hold polls as per
Constitution: Zardari

KARACHI (INP):
PPP Co-chairman Asif
Ali Zardari emphasized
on Saturday that the
Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) was
obligated to conduct
the delimitation of con-

the basis of the notifi-
cation of results of the
new digital 2023 cen-
sus and Section 17(2)
of the Electi ct,
i “The
commission shall de-
limit i ies af-

stituencies following
the census results,
stressing the impor-
tance of the electoral
watchdog adhering to
the Constitutionin hold-
ingpolls. The statement
from the key PPP fig-
ure comes a day after
party chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari called
for timelyelections and
within the constitu-
tional timeframe of 90
days duringa media in-
teraction in Karachi on
Friday. The ECP has
ruled out elections this
year, while the 90-day
limit for holding polls
following the dissolu-
tion of the National As-
sembly (NA), as man-
dated underArticle 224

ter every census is of-
ficially published.”

In a statement is-
sued on Saturday, the
former president said:
“The election commis-
sionwill conduct elec-
tions according to the
Constitution.”  He
added that the ECP was
obligated to undertake
fresh delimitations fol-
lowing the census. “We
have complete trust in
the chief election com-
missioner and the mem-
bers,” Zardari said.
Zardari also highlighted
the urgency for the
caretaker government
to swiftly execute Spe-
cial Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC)
projects in order to set
the nation on a trajec-

Govt persuades
banks to resume
lending moneyto PIA

ISLAMABAD (INP):
There are chances of
improvement in the fi-
nancial condition of the
Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA)as onthe
government’s interven-
tion, private banks have
decided to start giving
loans to the airline
again. As per instruc-
tions given to banks,
funds will be released
to the PIA, which is
grappling with financial
constraints because of
the inability to repay
interest let alone the
principal  amount.
It is being hoped that
the release of funds,
which is expected to
start next week, will
help better the balance
of payment by the na-
tional flag carrier.

The airline’s man-
agement has decided to
spend the amount on
the purchase of spare
parts for planes and
other purposes. Three
days ago, Caretaker
Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
had called for drawing

ties to prioritise the
economy over politics.
“We all exist as long as
the country exists.”
Earlier this week,
during the All Pakistan
Lawyers Convention
organised by the Su-
preme Court Bar Asso-
ciation (SCBA) in
Islamabad, a series of
resolutions  were
adopted. Among them
was the demand for the
timely conduct of gen-
eral elections “within
the constitutionally
mandated period of 90
days following the dis-
solution of the assem-
blies.” The lawyers had
also announced a na-
tionwide strike on Sep-
tember 14 to safeguard
and uphold the Consti-
tution, the rule of law,
and human rights. Ad-
ditionally, during the
same week, the Paki-
stan Bar Council (PBC)
passed a separate reso-
lution, urging President
Arif Alvi to fulfill his

of the Constitution
ends on 9.
It reasons its decision
to push elections be-
yond November 9 on

tory of development.

About the prevail-
ing economic crisis, he
called on political par-

responsi-
bility by announcing a
date for the upcoming
general elections.

up a detailed plan for
the restructuring of
struggling flag carrier
as soon as possible.

QUETTA: President Balochistan Assembly and M Ps Hostel Officers Welfare As-
sociation Zafaer Rand speaks during a press conference.

v

FBR tolaunch country-
wide crackdown against
tax evasion

LAHORE (INP): Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
has decided to launch
countrywide crackdown
against tax evasion,
sources said on Satur-
day.

The taxation au-
thority has prepared a
list of 11,000 persons
from major cities includ-
ing Lahore and Karachi,
sources said. The list in-
cluded industrialists, mill
owners, traders, prop-
erty dealers and whole-
salers, according to
sources.

The grip will be
tightened against tax de-
faulters, and they will
also bearrested, sources
said.

The FBR s list of tax
evaders included people
from Karachi, Lahore,
Faisalabad, Rawalpindi
and Multan.

“We have substan-
tial evidence against tax
defaulters,”  FBR
sources said.

“They have to pro-

ideal export destina- economy, Arab News with Pakistanonit,ac- phar

tion bypolicymakersin reported. cording to the ambas- tourism,” the ambas-
the South Asian coun- Pakistan’s ambas-_sador. sador added.
—

d | duce within

one week’s period after
taxnotice,”FBR sources

added.

A global market re-
search firm in a survey
report in June disclosed
staggering 956 billion
rupees tax evasion in
Pakistan. Ipsos, the third
largest market research
firm in the world, made
the sensational disclo-
sure after its survey of
five industrial sectors in-
cluding real estate, tea,
cigarette, tyres, oil and
pharmaceutical sectors.

The research report
pointed out massive 500
billion rupees tax eva-
sion in a year in the real
estate sector of the
economy. Tax theft by
cigarette traders is caus-
ing Pakistan a loss of
Rs240 billion annually.

The research report
pointed out annually 45
billion tax evasion in tea
business and 65 billion
tax theft in pharmaceuti-
calsector of the national
economy. Moreover,
tyres and oil sector in-
flicting 106 billion rupees
revenue losses to the
economy annually, ac-
cording fo the report.

Caretaker FM to
chair Commonwealth
Youth Ministerial
Meeting in London

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Minister Anwaar-
Caretaker Foreign Minis- ul-Haq Kakar is likely to
ter Jalil Abbas Jilani will attend the 78th session
chair the 10th Common- of the United Nations
wealth Youth Ministerial General — Assembly
Meeting (CYMM) be- (UNGA), which opens
ginning from Tuesday on September 5.
next in London. Caretaker PM Kakar
The theme of the will apparently be the
meeting is “Aim Higher: first interim prime minis-
Delivering More for ter to represent Pakistan
Young People in the at the UN General As-
Commonwealth”. It sembly. He will be ad-
aligns with the United dressing the UN summit
Nations Sustainable De- on September 22 and he
velopment Goals, Radio  will return the same day
Pakistan reported. after delivering his
Four core areas of speech.
education, employment, A small delegation
engagement and envi- Wwillaccompany the care-
ronment identified in the taker prime minister in-
Prime Minister’s Youth cluding interim Foreign
Programme (PMYP), will Minister Syed Jalil
be extensively dis- Abbas Jilani, interim In-
cussed in the meeting. ~ formation and Broad-
While in London, casting Minister
FM Jalil Abbas Jilani is Murtaza Solangi, interim
also expected to meetthe Climate Changes and
participating Ministers Law and Parliamentary
and high-ranking offi- and Water Resources
cials of the Common-  Affairs Minister Ahmad
wealth. Irfan Aslam and Foreign
Earlier, it was re- Secretary Muhammad
ported that Caretaker Syrus Qazi.
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5 footballers kidnapped in Dera Bugti
Balochistan search operation launched

From Our Correspondent,
Manan Mandokhail, News Desk:
DERA BUGTT: At least five football play-
ers were kidnapped in Balochistan’s Dera
Bugti district on Saturday afternoon. “The
footballers were played in the troubled
Sangsila area of Dera Bugti”, a senior ad-
ministration official said. He requested
anonymity since he was not authorized to

speak to the media.

The five kidnapped football players
were coming o Sibi to qualify for the Chief
Minister Balochistan Gold Cup when
picked up by armed militants. “We have
launched a search operation in the arca”,
Saleh Muhammad Nasar, the Additional
Chief Secretary (Home) Balochistan said.
He said the operation was suspended be-
cause of the darkness and the sensitivity

=

V L-LE ] i “'{ i.‘bg \vum

Tl
%

e i Tl
Chief Minister’s Secretariat said. The CM directed the local
administration to form a joint team of levies and police to

in the area. . recover the kidnapped football players.
C_M Baloch_lstan ta-kes Senior officials reached Dera
notice of the kidnapping Bugti
of football players

The operation would be relaunched
in the morning and hopefully, the football
players would recover soon, the home sec-
retary said, The incident prompted the
carcfaker Chief Minister Balochistan, Al
Mardan Domki to take notice of the inci-

dent.

The CM has directed the administra-
tion to double efforts o ensure the unhurt
recovery of of the kidnapped football play-
ers, an official statement issued by the

The kidnapped football players belonged to the Sangsila
arca of Dera Bugti and they are local tribesmen, the Home
Secretary informed. Senior administration officials also
reached Dera Bugti and have been monitoring the search
operation, he mentioned.

Dera Bugti is considered to be one of the sensitive dis-
tricts of Balochistan. Militants in the arca have been target-

ing security forces, and vital national installations and kid-

incident.

napping pro-govemment people in the arca. There was no
immediate claim of responsibility for the kidnapping. Secu-
rity tightened in and around Sangsila in the aftermath of the

JAMSHORO: VC LUMHS Prof, DrIkram Din
for admission held at Liaquat University Of M edic:

jan visiting during the ent
aland Healfh Science (LU

test
HS).

'Biden administration is not interfering
in Pakistan's political matters,' says US senator

ISLAMABAD (INP): US
Senator Chris Van Hollen Sun-
day said the US President Joe
Biden-led administrationhas no
intentions of interfering in the

Chaghi levies seize 72 bags fertilizers
1027 bags sugar: Tufail Baloch

Riaz Baloch:

DALBANDIN: Chaghi levies
seized 72 bags of fertilizers and
1027 bags of sugar during the
ongoing crackdown against
hoarders and smugglers on Sun-

d

ay.
Onthe instructions of Deputy
Commissioner Chaghi, Tufail
Baloch, Assistant Commissioner
Dalbandin Mohammad Jan
Baloch along with Levies Force
raided various warchouses in
Dalbandin and seized 72 bags of
urea fertilizer and 1027 bags of
sugar smuggled into Afghanistan
and sealed the warehouses.
Muhammad Jan Baloch said

that no one will be allowed to smuggle, and le-
gal action will be taken against those hoarding
and smuggling, and their shops and warchouses
will be sealed.

Russia says G20 declara-
tion as 'balanced'

NEW DELHI (INP): Russia
praised a G20 summit decla-
ration that stoppedshort of di-
rectly criticising Moscow for
the war in Ukraine and said the
bloc's leaders had acted in the

wouldblockanyresolution that
did not reflect its views. "This
was one of the most difficult
G20 summits in the almost
twenty-year history of the fo-
rum if took almost 20 days to

interest of conflict
deliberations headed into a sec-
ond day on Sunday.

The group adopted a con-
sensus declaration in New
Delhi on Saturday that avoided
condemning Russia for the war
but called on all states not to
use force to grab territory.
Russia says it 1s conducting'a
"special military operation"
there. "There were very diffi-
cult negotiations on the
Ukraine 1ssue; first of all, the
collective position of the
BRICS countries and partners
worked, everything was re-
flected in a balanced form ",
Svetlana Lukash, the Russian
G20 sherpa, or government
negotiator, was quoted as say-
ing by Russian news agency
Interfax. BRICs groups Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa.

In the weeks leading to the
summit, G20 countries had
struggled to find a consensus
on the Ukraine conflict with the
West d di ies call

agree onthe decl before
the summit and five days here
on the spot," Lukash said.
"This was not only due to
some disagreements on the
Ukraine subject, but also due
to differences in positions on
all key issues, primarily the is-
sues of climate change and the
transition to low-carbon energy
systems." A European Union
official, who did not want to be
identified, said on Sunday dis-
cussions on the G20 leaders'
declaration went on until the
last moment and the Ukraine
war was the most contentious
issue before a consensus was
reached. The official praised
India's strong leadership, add-
ing that Brazil and South Af-
rica also played a crucial role
in the negotiations. US Presi-
dent Joe Biden and British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak are
among those attending the
summit hosted by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, who has
sought to %la){ a pivotal role
balancing the’interests of the

out Moscow forits invasion of
Ukraine and Russia saying it

%&]obal south with those of the
est.

Dozens of students ar-
rested for using Bluetooth
devices in MD CAT Test

PESHAWAR(INP): Dozens
of students were arrested on
Sunday for using Bluetooth
devices to cheat in the MD
CAT test in Peshawar.

The students were ar-
rested by the Examinations and
Training Department (ETA) at
various examination centers in
the city. According to ETA
spokesperson, ETA Secretary
Anila Mahfouz Durrani said
that the students were caught
red-handed using Bluetooth
devices to communicate with
each other during the test. She
said that the ETA had received
information about a group of
people who were helping stu-
dents cheat in the test through
Bluetooth devices. "Lakhs of
rupees were being charged
from the students for getting
the paper out and solving it

through the Bluetooth device,"
she said. Durrani said that the
ETA had increased the secu-
rity at all the examination cen-
ters and had deputed staff to
check for Bluetooth devices.
"During the special check, the
staff turned on the Bluetooth
of their phones and traced the
Bluetooth devices," she said.
She said that the arrested stu-
dents would be dealt with ac-
cording to the law.

The MD CAT is a medi-
cal entrance test conducted by
the University of Health Sci-
ences, Peshawar. The test is
held every year to admissions
to the MD programs offered
by the university. The use of
unfair means in examinations
is a serious offense and the
ETA has taken strict measures
to curbit.

Punjab govt to hand
over 1, 000 schools
to NGO for better
educational facilities

LAHORE (INP): Punjab Chief
Minister (CM) Syed Mohsin
Naqvi has said that the standards
of education at government
schools could be raised in col-
laboration with the private sector
and welfarc organisations.

He was talking to a six-men-
ber delegation of Muslim Hands
Pakistan, which, led by its Chair-
man Syed Lakht Hasnain, called
on him at the Chief Minister’s
House on Sunday. Briefing the
CM about the activities of the or-
ganization, the chairman said that
Muslim Hands was running 117
schools in Punjab. “Out of these,
there are 18 schools of excellence
while 35 are model schools,” he
explained. “Similarly, we are run-
ning different projects in health
and education sectors in differ-
ent districts of south Punjab,” he
said, and added, “Market-based
IT skills are being imparted to the

youth so that they could become
Self-reliant,”

internal politics of Pakistan and
denied allallegations of politi-
cal engineering.

I have been in contact with
the Biden administration for a
long time and can confidently
say that there was no attempt
made to engineer anything re-
lated to Pakistani politics," the
senator said while speaking
with Pakistan journalists dur-
ing the annual meetingand gala
dinner of the DC, Maryland,
Virginia (DMV)chapter of the

| Association of Pakistani Phy-

sicians of North America.
The senator's statement

comes as Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran

.| Khan is being investigated re-

arding a diplomatic cipher
lghal lh% pan};/ chief clai?ned
contained the evidence of al-
leged US involvement in his
ouster from powerin April last
year through a no-confidence
vote.

Senator Hollen was the
guest of honorat the ceremony,
which was also attended by
Pakistan's Ambassador to the
US Masood Khan. The event,

azaar at Joint Road.

meanwhile, becamea platform
for the American politician to
address critical issues related
to US-Pakistan relations and
the role of the Biden adminis-
tration in Pakistani politics.

He iterated that it is up to
the people of Pakistan to de-
cide their leaders and further
expressed the need to ensure
that the will of the Pakistani
people is heard and reflected,
advocating for free and fair
elections.

Highlighting theglobal im-
portance of transparent elec-
tions, the USsenator said: "The
US, other democracies, and the
people of Pakistan have an in-
terest in ensuring that elections
are free and fair."

Commenting on bilateral
relations between the two
countries, the senator affirmed
the Biden administration's de-
sire for a strong partnership
with Pakistan.

He spoke about the recent
assistance provided by the US
after the devastating floods in
Pakistan as an example of the
American government's com-
mitment towards the calamity-
strickennation.

He also praised the US's
role in supporting Pakistan to
secure the $3 billion Interna-

tional Monetary Fund's (IMF)
bailout package.

The senator underlined the
significance of maintaining
good relations with Pakistan,
stressing that such relations
were essential for global sta-
bility and security.

The cipher controversy
first emerged on March 27,
2022, when Khan — just days
before his ouster afier a no-
confidence motionagainst him
— brandished a letter, claim-
ing that it was a cipher from a
foreign nation, which men-
tioned that his government
should be removed from
power. He did not reveal the
contents of the letter nor men-
tion thenameof the nation that
had sent it. But a few days
later, he named the United
States and said that Assistant
Secretary of State for South
and Central Asia Affairs
Donald Lu had sought his re-
moval. The cipher was about
former Pakistan ambassador to
the US Asad Majeed's meet-
ing with Lu.

The formerprime minister,
claiming that he was reading
contents from the cipher, said
that "all will be forgiven for
Pakistan if Imran Khan is re-
moved from power".
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No action being taken against any poli-
tician in Sindh: Home minister

KARACHI (INP): Caretaker
Sindh Home Minister Brigadier
(retd) Haris Nawaz Sunday
denied allegations of political
victimisaiton in the province,
asserting that no action is be-
ing taken against any political
leader.

The minister's statement
comes amidst heightened po-
litical tensions in the province
after a series of alleged reports
begansurfacingregarding poli-
ticians, particularly from the
Pakistan People's Party, being

laced on a stop list and their
omes being raided in a bid to
uncover com?‘ practices.

Last month, sources said
that a PPP politician and
former provincial minister,
Mukesh Chawla, has been
placed on the interim stop list
following National Account-
ability Bureau's (NAB) inquiry
pertaining to misuse of author-
1ty and corruption ina vehicle
registration scam.

However, the anti-corrup-
tion authority was restrained
from arresting him after he ap-
proached the Sindh High Court
against his possible arrest.

awla's plea stated that his
residence was raided, although

tice issued to_him in connec-
tion with any NAB inquiry.

The sources added that
the names of more than 60
government officials close to
the PPP have also been in-
cluded inthe stop list.

Additionally, the inquiries
were expected to be opened
in the anti-graft body's office
in Karachi against government
officers close to PPP, the
sources added.

Chawla's name, as per the
sources, was added to the list
on NAB's recommendation
and all the names were in-
cludedin different phases from
the first week of August — an
act termed as political
victimisation in the province.

Commenting on the afore-
mentioned reports about Sindh
politicians today, Brigadier
(retd) Nawaz said only NAB
investigations and criminal
cases are underway.

"Political victimisation is
not being done against anyone
in Sindh," the interim minister
told the journalists.

The caretaker home min-
ister also refuted reports of
politicians being placed on the
stop list.

of cash being recovered from
residences of politicians in the
province, the minister clarified
that no money has been recov-
ered from anyone's house and
no politicians'residences have
been raided in Sindh.

Earlier this month, fake
news regarding a raid on the
residence of PPP's former fed-
eral minister Shazia Marri's
house began doing the rounds
on social media, with claims of
"confiscating Rs97 billion" in
cash.

Marri rebutted the fake
news and stated that no such
raid by any official authority
had been conducted.

The fake news garnered
immense traction after a
Lahore-based journalist posted
it on his socia{ media account,
after which Marri slapped him
with a defamation notice un-
der Section 8 of the Defama-
tion Ordinance 2002 and Sec-
tion 20 of the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act (Peca),
2016.

However, the interim
home minister suggested that
the allegations might be part of
a deliberate campaign to ma-
lign the caretaker government's

there had been no call-up no- Lollowingalleced reports _reputation,



