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Grief and anger: Terror strikes in Mastung, 55 Kkilled,
96 injured

Syed Ali Shah, Manan Mandokhail, News Desk

Mastung: At least 55 people, including a senior po-
lice official, were killed when a suspected suicide
bomber blew himself up near a procession com-

memorating Eid Miladun Nabi (PBUH) in |

Balochistan’s Mastung district on Friday, confirmed
police.

Police officials confirmed that DSP Mastung
Nawaz Gishkori was among those killed and at least
96 people were injured. Officials expressed fear that
the number of casualties may increase. “Itwas like a
doomsday”, Niaz Muhamrad, a young man who
lost a brother in the blast said. Witha burst of tears,
he said, “ lost my beloved brother”.

Heartbreaking scenes
outside the hospital

Scores of broken family members and heirs of
the Mastung blast were gaihered outside the hos-
pital. Heartbreaking scenes of the heirs were wit-
nessed after they saw the dead bodies of their loved
ones. “I cannot bear this huge loss”, Abdullah
Baloch, another young man told Daily Quetta Voice
with a burst of tzars. dullah scores of heirs

and family members of the victims were crying out-

side the hospital.

According to Mastung’s assistant commis-
sioner, the blast took place near Al-Falah Mosque,
where people were gathering to participate in the
procession. “Terrorism poses a serious threat to
the country”, Captain (R) Zubair Jamali, the Care-
taker Balochistan Home Minister told Daily Quetta
Voice.

CM Balochistan con-
demns the attack
The Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan, Ali

Mardan Domki strongly condemned the terrorist attack. In a statement issued after the incident, he said

the perpetrators would be brought to justice.

Seriously injured and
brought to Quetta

‘All seriously injured people in the blast were
rushed to Quetta for medical treatment. An emer-
gency was declared in all govemment-run hospi-
{als of this provincial capital. “The death toll s above
507, Asfandyar Khan, the Secretary of Health
Balochistan told Daily Quetta Voice. He said over
100 were injured in the attack. “We put all depart-
ments on high alert”, he said.

Security forces on alert

Following the bomb attack in Mastung, Karachi
Police stated that police will remain “completely on
high alert” on the directions of Additional Inspec-
tor General Khadim Husain Rind. The senior police
official ordered the force to tighten security mea-
sures to safeguard Eid Miladun Nabi events and
processions across the city.

Condemnations

Shortly after the blast, condolences poured in.
“The morale of the nation cannot be weakened by
cowardly acts of terror,” said Interim Information
Minister Murtaza Solangi. ““All of Pakistan is united
against the scourge of terrorism. Termr'm elements
do not deserve any concession,” he said, adding
that with the cooperation of security forces, the

“monster of terrorism™ will be eliminated completely.
Solangi also offered condolences to the aggrieved
families and prayed for the departed souls while
strongly condemning the attack. In a similar state-
ment made on X, formerly Twitter, Interim Interior
Minister Sarfraz Bugti said that attacking innocent
people during an Eid Miladun Nabi is a “terrible
act”.

Pak-Iran Joint Border Meeting Fuels Economic
Cooperation and Regional Prosperity

News Desk:

Mir Java, Iran — In a significant one-day gathering
held in the picturesque Iranian border town of Mir
Java, Pakistan, and Iran took bold strides toward
fostering economic ties and resolving border-related
challenges. The meeting, spearheaded by Chicf
Collector Customs Balochistan, Abdul Qadir Memon
from the Pakistani side and Mr. Javed Haidari, Di-
rector General of Transit and International Trans-
port Department and Ministry of Roads and Urban
Development, Iran, signaled a promising era of co-

The attendees represented a diverse cross-sec-
tion of professionals and authorities. Collector Cus-
toms Appraisal Taftan Naveed Iqbal, Deputy Col-
lector Usman Aziz, Superintendent Ahad Durrani,
and numerous other stakeholders from Pakistan
converged at the meeting.

Their presence, spanning various sectors such
as business, border management, national security,
trade, transportation. and the baking industoy

operation between the two neighboring nations.

approach to ad-
dressing the chaﬂengee and opportunities at hand.,

Delving into Key Di i

from the Ministry of
and Forcign Affairs, and the business

The mectng eatured ensive discussions on
a multitude of crucial topics, emphasizing the mu-
tual benefis that await both natins, Highlights in-
cluded comprehensive deliberations on Pak-Iran
trade, the Mir Java Taftan border, transportation
logistics, and the movement of goods and people
across the border.

A Focus on Trade and Expansion

community lent their insights and expertise to the
proceedings.

A Message of Coopera-
tion and Goodwill
Mr. Javed Haidari, leading the Iranian delega-

tion, extended a warm welcome to the Pakistani rep-
the brotherly and neigh-

Onc of the primary focal points was (rade ex-
pansion between Iran’s Sistan Balochistan prov-
ince and Pakistan’s Balochistan. Participants dove
into intricate matters related to railways, banking,
transport, emigration, visas, and trade, with a par-
ticular focus on priority issues. While the meeting
addressed a wide spectrum of concems, import-re-
lated matters remained a subject of keen discus-
sion, promising potential solutions to enhance
cross-border commerce.

A Diverse and Influential
Delegation

boring tics between the two nations.

He expressed optimism that this gathering
would prove highly beneficial not only for the re-
gion but also for the businessmen on both sides of
the border. Beyond fostering mutual goodwill, the
meeting pledged to tackle pressing business issucs,
setting the stage for a promising future of collabo-
ration and prosperity.

The Pak-lran joint border meeting in Mir Java
stands as a testament to the commitment of both
nations to deepen economic cooperation and re-
solve border-related challenges, opening doors to
enhanced trade and prosperity for their respective
regions.

CTD to probe into Mastung
blast: CM Balochistan

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In an emergency press conference held on Friday night, Caretaker Chief Minister
Balochistan, Ali Mardan Domki, announced that the Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD)

said.

Respondmg to aquery, he expressed thatinitial assessments pomted towards the possi-
bility of asuicide bombing. * We are on itand terrorists would be broughtto justice”, the CM ¥

Media Organizations Urge Political Parties to Pri-
oritize Press Freedom Ahead of Elections

News Desk:

d, 28 September Sixteen prominent media
i a critical appeal to
parties, both at the national
as they gear up for lhe up-

coming general electio
pai to incorporate tangible measures in
of pres freedom within their election manifest

Amldsl gnwmg concerns ab ut the deterio-

ing press clubs, national and provincial jour-
ions, along with the Paris-based global
atchdog organization Reporters Without
Bordsrs (RSF) and RSF’s Pakistan partner Freedom
Network, are jointly calling upon political leaders to
commit to defending freedom of expression and
ensuring the protection of journalists
manifestos.

PRESS FREEDOM IN PAKISTAN:

16 ORGANIZATIONS CALL ON
PI]LITIEAL PARTIES T

IT MEDIA FREEDOM IN
RLIN UP TO ELECTIDNS.

s of a functioning

and pluralism as_crucial elemer
T ol

An end to impunity demanded
The joint letter highlights the alarming ]svs]s
d :

ner, Freedom Network, rcponcd in
nity 2022 Report that an a

damental right to ac
as enshrined in the 1973 Constitution m Pa istan
under Articles 19 and 19A.

Key Point:
Pakistan’s leading press clubs, journalists
. and media watchdogs are uniting m pre

reedom commitments from pol

ties. The joint appeal underscores the hmkmg im-

ar-

urnal
over the last decade. The statement emphasizes !he
of protecting

1 parti
stan have supported freedom of expre

pport press freedom, the right to reliable infor-
mem(m, apd the defense of journal

through

Union of Journalist . Pun_]db Union of Jous
Kh ber Union of

igiMAP), Pal
(PISC)-Federal chaptcr, Assocition of Electronic
Media Editors and News Directors (AEMEND), Free-

Without Borders, and TV

Hamid Mir.

journali




EDITORIAL

Saturday,September,30,2023

Urgent plea to PM: Restore suspended
passenger trains for Balochistan

Editorial:

The continued suspension of six trains for Balochistan has plunged countless
passengers into a harowing ordeal, a disconcerting disruption that under-
scores the fragile state of our transportation infrastructure. As commuters
grapple with the unforeseen halt in their daily routines, it becomes increas-
ingly evident that the ramifications extend far beyond mere inconvenience.

Six out of a total of seven passenger trains have been suspended for
Balochistan by the Pakistan Railways without citing any reasons. The provin-
cial government is yet to ask the federal government and the railway ministry
to restore the suspended six trains for Balochistan, which covers half of the
country in terms of arca.

Only Jaffar Express operates for Balochistan

Instead of improving and increasing passenger trains, the govemment
has suspended most of the trains. Only Jaffarabad Express operates that too
ina miserable condition.

People prefer to travel by train since they are economical and safe as
compared to passengers buses and planes. Passenger buses traveling on
Quetta Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad highways always meet deadly road
accidents that claim precious human lives.

The blockade of these highways by protestersis also the order of the day.
Road blockades caused the suspension of traffic for hours and women, aged
people and children remained the worst sufferers.

Except for a handful of clites, people cannot afford the skyrocketing fares
of planes. To be precise, they are out of the reach of the common man.

Caretaker PM irect railway

The caretaker prime minister, Amwaar ul Haq Kakar belongs to Balochistan
and is well aware of the suffering of its people.

Balochistan has now considerable representation in Islmabad, there-
fore, it is the best opportunity to restore the suspended passenger trains and
address the grievances of the masses. Balochistan also deserves fair treat-
ment since its people have suffered a lot. The Prime Minister should direct the
railway ministry to restore the suspended six trains on an emergency basis.

ELECTIONS should

happen, and happen on
time. There is no excuse
for delays. And there is
no reason not to give a
“level playing field” to all
contesting political par-
ties and political leaders.

But we know that
there’s been no level
playing field in the past
and it is unlikely there
will be one s time. Elec-
tions have always been
‘managed” one way or
the other; i is not likely
to be any different this
time. In fact, this time,
there s not cven a pre-
tence of a level playing
field,

Even the interim
prime minister, who really
should not be saying
anything on the matter,
has said that the ‘law’
might not let some
people, or even some
parties, participate —
but that the election will
be a *fair” one nonethe-
less. Will the clection be
fair if a mainstream party
or its leader is not ak-
lowed to contest? This
is too casy a question.

s Imran Khan more
corrupt than some of the
other politicians and

Who to vote for?

party leaders in our poli-

tics? Is he more corrupt
than some of the current
and past burcaucrats and
generals? Some people
might believe that. But
for many, this is not be-
lievable. Then why arc he
and the PTI the only
ones under the gun? We
know the answer to that
too, and itis not just May
9. So, most likely if and
when elections take
place, they will not be
conducted on a level
playing field, whatever
else they may or may not
be. Or, should we say
they will be as * fair” as the
previous ones?

Even if weput all that
aside, and even if there
was a level playing field,
many dilemmas would
still remain. Suppose all
mainstream parties were
running, who should we
vote for? All the main-
stream parties have, more
or less, the same cco-
nomic agenda. All hold
the neoliberal viewpoint
of privatisation and
liberalisation being the
cure for our current ills.
They have even shared
finance ministers and fi-
nance advisers. All of
them are going to reduce

By Faisal Bari

the fiscaland trade defi-
cits by putting pressure
on thé poor. All of them
are going to continue to
reward the elite and
specialised interest
groups. How do we
know this? Experience of
the last 30 to 40 years
tells us so. Do you re-
ally seethe PML-N, PPP
and PTI as parties who
will carry out the deep
reforms thatare needed?
Will they impose income
tax on agriculture and
traders, introduce prop-
ety taxes for the rich, im-
pose taxes on real estate,
reduce or remove subsi-
dies for the elites (the
amount is billions of ru-
pees) and extend ben-
efits to the poor? Will
they invest in the health
and education of the
people of Pakistan? If
you think so, I would
like to be on to whatever
you are on to.

Yes, people might
have different estima-
tions of the individual
leaders of these parties,
and there might be very
strong associations with
particular parties and/ or
particular leaders, but in
terms of policy choices,
and looking af the expe-

tience of the last many
years, there seems to be
little difference amongst
them. The same issues
plague all those who are
arguing for setting up
new parties. There is al-
ways space for new par-
ties. But if it involves the
recycling of politicians
who move from old par-
ties to new ones, what
willit do for the people?
We have seen such
movements many times.
Do you expect deep re-
forms from Mr Tarin’s or
Mr Khattak’s party? The
sugar lobby has avoided
investigations for long,
and continues to benefit
from subsidies of all
sorts. But we expect
these parties, whose
leaders are beneficiaries
of past policies, includ-
ing those of the larger
parties, to be all for re-
forms and pro-poor!
Now we hear that
Shahid Khagan Abbasi,
Mustafa Khokhar and
Miftah Ismail are think-
ing of making a party
too. More power to
them. They have come
from the same parties
they have benefited
from; they have been
ministers, advisers and

parliamentarians repre-
senting these parties;
and they are going to
herald change and re-
form! We have seen epi-
sodes of ‘re-imagining
Pakistan’ where there
were a lot of things ex-
cept for re-imagination.
The smaller parties
on the left and right seem

chance of winning the
number of seats required
to have any impact
through legislative bod-
ies on the future, at least
for now. There might be
an individual candidate
hereand there from these
smaller parties who
might appeal to the pub-
lic at the local level, but
winning at the MNA/
MPA level is not going
to be easy for them, and
winning enough seats to
have an impact at the
provincial or national
level looks very unlikely.

Where does that
leave us? We have not
even talked about the
overbearing role of the
establishment in, and its
impact on, civilian affairs,
which makes it all but
impossible for democ-
racy to work.

No reason to gloat

By Aasim Sajjad Akhtar

activities publicly —
look at the epidemic of
enforced disappear-
ances in this country,
which will be one of the
biggest challenges to
the credentials of our
new chief justice — but
it is an open secret that
intel agencies exist for
precisely such pur-
poses. Indiaprides itself
as the world’s largest
democracy, whichis true
inasmuch s it routinely
conducts elections i
volving hundreds of mik-
lions of people. But this
only one measure of
its *democratic” creden-
tials. Even if one kaves
aside the Indian state’s
machinations against
Khalistan separatists in
faraway places like
Canada, its treatment of
peripheries like Assam,
Nagaland, Manipur and
Kashmir is most accu-
rately described as co-
lonial statecrafi.

Then there are the
Western *democracies”
which have historically
presided over the ‘lib-
eral’ world order. Top of
the list is the US, which
came into being as a
country recognising
only white European set-
tlers as citizens (even
white European women

minated, withthe few that
remained banished to
‘reservations’.
Forthe best part of
a century, the US
boasted the world’s most
powerful intelligence
agency, the CIA, which
has overthrown govem-
ments and killed dissi-
dents with impunity. The
US carried on from where
*old> European powers
left off. Gentler states like
Canada, too, have gory
historics, even if they
have recently relaxed im-
migration policies to
grant citizenship to dis-
sidents from other coun-
tries, including Sikh
separatstsfrom Indi.
npassmnate
readmgofPakl an’
tory throws up simiarly
uncomfortable facts
about the state’s desire
to extract resources, con-
trol populations and
stamp out dissent. Our
own establishment has
weaponised religion on
the one hand and sup-
pressed cthnic nationak
isms on the other (the
Bengali and Baloch
cases are noteworthy).
The point is that
very fewstates today can
chimtooccupy themoral
high ground on such
maters. The deployment

P AKISTANI

officialdom has had a
field day in the aftermath
of Canadian Prime
Minster Jus tin
Trudeau’s bombshell
statement about the In-
dian government’s al-
leged involvement in the
assassination of a Sikh
nationalist on Canadian
soil. The Pakistani state
has been targeted for
years by persistent In-
dian accusations of aid-
ing and abetting *teror-
ism’, so it is hardly sur-
prising that the Forcign
Officeand ahost of mai-
stream politicians look at
this as an opportunity to
give New Delhia taste of
its own medicine.

The episode has
triggered a diplomatic
crisis which has en-
gulfed many global pow-
ers. But beyond the
rhetoric lurks an undeni-
able truth about the sup-
posedly liberal world or-
der: the world system
and nation state that
constitute its most no-
table pillar, arc neither
democratic nor do they
abide by any of their own
liberal claims.

Virtually all states
engage in clandestine,
often violent activity

against dissidents both were for of the language of ‘ter-
within their own borders long). African slavery rorism’ to decry (some-
and farbeyond them. No was legal and indig- times violent) political

state owns up to these enous populations exter- movements has become

both commonplace and
increasingly arbitrary,
with ordinary people
generally unable to see
beyond their own state’s
selective_ideological
claims. What we should
all be paying attention
to, no matter which na-
tion state we were born
in, is the creeping totali-
tarianism of political life
in general. At the end of
the Cold War, we were
told that liberal democ-
racy had taken root glo-
bally and that * free” mar-
kets would herald politi-
cal freedoms every-
where. Instead, the capi-
talist world system has
trapped more and more
people and natural eco-
systems in its destruc-
tive web, while the con-
temporary state
ar—r-o-gates more power
in the name of often
nebulous *terrorist’
threats. This is not just
through legal instrumen-
talities or purely coercive
power; it is increasingly
motored by digital tech-
nology and surveillance
capacities that intelli-
gence apparatuses from
even a few decades ago
couldn’t have imagined.

Meanwhile, long-
standing political griev-
ances fester, leading to
more dissidents and dis-
affected movements
which sometimes tum to
other states for support.

ONE of the central

messages of the Holy
Quran is the establish-
ment of justice and resis-
tance to oppression.
These two themes also
recur frequently in hadith
literature. The Holy Book
has chastised oppres-
sors in clear terms on
numerous occasions,
one of which is Ayat 44
of Surah Aa’raf, where it
is stated that “the curse
of Allah s on the wrong-
doers”, TheArabic word
used for wrongdoers is
“zalimeen’, which some
exegetes have also trans-
lated as ‘the unjust’.
Meanwhile, in the
sayings of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH), whose
birth we celebrate today,
similar censure has been
reserved for the oppres-
sors, whilesympathy has
been expressed for the
oppressed. At one in-
stance, the Noble Mes-
senger is believed to
have said: “Keep away
from injustice, for injus-
tice near God is darkness
on the Day of Judge-
ment”, In another inci-
dent, the Final Messen-
ger stated: “Allah the Al
mighty says: My wrath
is great against one who
does injustice to some-
one who has no_helper
other than Me.” Yet an-
other hadith states: “O
son of Adam! Do what s

Justice for all

By Qasim A. Moini

compass as a society has
gone awry, despite the
regular practice of reli-
gious rituals. This points
to the fact that many of
these rituals are being
performed robotically,
without their inner mean-
ing being realised. After
all, daily prayers, the
month-long fast of
Ramazan, zakat, Haj, etc,
are supposed to purify
man internally and make
him submit to the divine
will — the very meaning
of Islam. The very rea-
son for Prophethood, as
detailed in Ayat 2 of
Surah Juma is “... puri-
fying them, and teaching
them the Book and wis-
dom, for indeed they had
previously been clearly
astray”. We appear very
far from all these lofty
goals. In these dark
times, when society
seems to be pulling itself
apart, and the nation
seems to be without any
direction, the light of the
Holy Quran and the
Noble Messenger is
sorely required to dispel
the all-pervading dark-
ness. Perhaps the key is
to resist oppression —
Zulm’— however pos-
sible. This can begin
with self-accountability
and battling oppressive
tendencies within, mov-
ing on to reforming the
home, family, society,
efc.

been revealed in the
Holy Book,and what has
been demonstrated in his
authentic Sunnah? Can
we really lay claim to
righteousness when the
weakest of our society
— women, children, mi-
norities — are treated in
the worst possible way?

Our callous treat-
ment of children is
amongst our biggest
crimes. As reported in a
hadith, a man once
boasted to the Noble
Messenger that despite
having numerous chil-
dren, he had never
kissed any of them. The
Holy Prophet repri-
manded him, comment-
ing that one who does
not show mercy to his
children would have no
mercy shownto him. Let
alone showing mercy,
we expose our children
to manifest brutality.

Similarly, our soci-
ety is one where harass-
ment and abuse of
women s commonplace,
and crimes against
women are occurring
with alarming regularity.
As for our treatment of
minorities, men and
women of repute have
written reams upon
reams of how we mis-
treat people of other
faiths, especially in the
aftermath  of  the
Jaranwala events.

Our whole moral

good and give up what
is evil!” Similar admoni-
tions have been given by
other revered personali-
ties of Islam. For ex-
ample, Hazrat Ali, in his
last will, instructed: “Do
not oppress and
tyrannise anybody be-
cause you surely do not
like to be oppressed and
tyrannised.” When there
are such clear injunc-
tions in the Holy Quran
and the seerah of the
Noble Prophet against
tyranny and oppression,
is it not ironic that op-
pression abounds_ in
most Muslim societies,
specifically ours? While
we profess to follow the
Quran and express our
love for the Holy
Prophet, as many will be
doing today, there is a
clear disconnect in our
claims and our actions.
Our society is one
of great contradictions,
where the weak are
crushed and the strong
worshipped, despite our
apparent religiosity.
Here, pompousness and
ostentation are passed
off as great piety, while
those who promote what
is good and warn
against evil are por-
trayed as weaklings. Can
we really claim to be fol-
lowers of the Holy
Prophet when our ac-
tions are diametrically
opposed to what has

A patriot

turns 100

By Ashraf Jehangir Qazi

and participated in it
from every angle. His
passion for Pakistan
knows no bounds, and
his deep disappoint-
ment with its current tra-
jectory is too painful to
behold. The rage of the
sage athis advanced age
must surely move us to
turn the page; not as an
act on the stage butas a
breaking out of the cage.

Politically, Roedad
Khan has had only one
love, Quaid-i-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah,
the founding father of
Pakistan, who was fi-
nally forced to the con-
clusion that its creation
was the only feasible
path left for the political
salvation of the Mus-
lims of the subcontinent.
But that would require
Pakistan to fulfil its pur-
pose and potential. In
the short time he had
lefi, the Quaid spelled
out what he meant.

In his two-volume
Collected Works, which
is asequelto his A Dream
Gone Sour, Roedad Khan
states “Jinnah envi-
sioned Pakistan as a
modern, progressive,
democratic  country
drawing its inspiration
from the true, dynamic,
pristine, revolutionary
Iskam of its early years
with its emphasis on
cgalitarianism, socia
justice and accountabil-

ity. Jinnah was a fervent
believer in the sover-
cignty of the people, the
inviolability of the con-
stitution, supremacy of
civilian rule, an abso-
lutely independent and
incorruptible judiciary,
the rule of law, and a
strong, neutral and hon-
est civil service.”
(Today’s Pakistan has
been bereft of almost all
these prerequisites for
Quaid’s Pakistan.) In his
broadcast to the people
of the US in February
1948, the Quaid said:
“The constitution of Pa-
kistan has yet to be
framed. I do not know
what the ultimate shape
of the constitution is go-
ing to be, but I am sure it
will be of a democratic
type, cmbodying the es-
sentil principles of Iskam
. Pakistan is not going
(0 be a theocratic state
ruled by priests with a
divine mission.” (For
such priests, who had
denounced the Quaid as
*Kafir-e-Azam’, their ‘re-
ligion® was more a ‘pro-
fession” than a *faith’.)
Five years earlier in
Delhi, regarding the land-
lords ‘and the capitalists,
the Quaid wamed: “The
exploitation of the
masses has gone into
their blood. They have
forgotten the lesson of
Islam. Do you realise that
millions have been ex-

“In the end, no matter

what one does, a great
amy in the middle of a
democratic nation will
always be a great peril
and the most cffective
means of reducing that
perilis to reduce the size
of the army. It is not
within the power of ev-
ery nation to apply this
remedy, however.” —
Alexis de Tocqueville
EDAD Khan,
Pakistan’s civil servant
par excellence, has
served his country, from
its inception as a young
district adminisirator,
through every stage of
the career ladder up to
the very top as head of a
number of permanent
constitutional institu-
tions, cabinet minister,
chief minister, political
adviser to several presi-
dents and prime minis-
ters, and since his retire-
ment three decades ago,
political_savant and
mentor for all those,
young and old and in
between, who care and
fear for the future of our
beloved country. He was
present at the creation of
Pakistan and, may Allah
grant him many more
years with us, he turned
100 yesterday, as the last
remaining primary wit-
ness of the roller coaster
poliical history of Paki-
stan. He has seen it all

ploited and cannot get
one meal a day? If this is
the idea of Pakistan, [
would not have it.” (To-
day, this is the reality of
Pakistan, and those land-
lords and capitalists rule
Pakistan! Would our
Quaid ever accept such
a Pakistan?) What was
the Quaid’s concept of
the role of the military
and the burcaucracy in
the govemance of inde-
pendent Pakistan?

On the day Pakistan
came into being, the
Quaid had to scold a
young amy officer for
Complaining about Brit-
ish officers still cor
manding Pakistani mi
tary forces. The Quaid
warned him “do not for-
get the armed forces are
the servants of the
people of Pakistan and
you do not make na-
tional policy; it is we the
civilians who decide
these issues and it is
your duty to carry out
the tasks with which you
are entrusted, ic, the de-
fence of Pakistan”.
(Eleven years later, the
amy overthrew the civik-
fan govemment, thercby
derailing constitutional
government and
progress towards demo-
cratic governance. This
effectively killed the
Quaid’s vision for Paki-
stan, which was finally
buried in 1971 in Dhaka.

The limits

ONEpieceo feadback
Toften hear from readers
is that my articles are ‘oo
depressing’. Hereis some
advice for those who feel
this way: pop a Prozac
and go shopping.

This has a number of
advantages. The first is
obvious; retail therapy
works and works even
better with fluoxetine in
the bloodstream. Be-
sides ths, it 5 abo a good
idea to convert your ru-
pee holdings into goods
at the soonest because
those rupees will com-
mand less and less value
with the passage of time.

What would people
prefer? That I tell you
happy things at a fime
when the economy is
bursting with inflationary
pressures? Back in 2021,
Iwroteaserks of articles
about how the State
Bank was pumping mas-
sive quantities of printed
money into the system
and setting the stage for

to growth

Khurram Husain

that peak in recent weeks
to slightly below 290. If
it was depressing to hear
in 2021 that we are now
poised for a very large
inflationary and devalu-
ation spiral, what would
have been a less de-
pressing thing to talk
about back then? Even
now, there is no indica-
tion that the cycle of in-
flation and devaluation
that was hunched in 2021
has peaked. The rupee
has registered some
gains against the dollar
in recent weeks, but re-
call it did the same last
year when Ishaq Dar
launched his version of
a‘crackdown’. That brief
spell of stability ended
with a bang in January
this year because the
underlying reality of too
many rupees chasing too
few dollars had not
changed. So at the risk
of sounding depressing
once again, perhaps it is
worth pointing out that
the underlying pres-
sures that are respon-

pandemic’. The ‘rebuttal”
went on to lean heavily
on Covid-related
lockdowns to justify its
actions.

Never mind that the
Covid-related mitigation
measures had all been
withdrawn months ear-
lier. Never mind also that
the State Bank contin-
ued to pump printed
money into the system
for years since then, us-
ing various instruments
such as artificially low
interest rates, refinance
facilities and outsized
long-term open market
operations to do so.

In December 2021,
(amonthafter the ‘rebut-
tal’) they floated the first
of these instruments, in-
jecting more than Rs1.5
trillion into the economy
against an unprec-
edented 63-day OMO.
From thereon, these in-
jections continued, un-
il in February this year
they were asked specifi-
cally about the total
amount un-

then take the govern-
ment debt instruments,
hand them to the State
Bank, and lend more
from the OMO window
against them for onward
lending to govemnment.
This cycle, from the
State Bank to commercial
banks to government
and back again, has con-
tinued unabated since
December 2021. From
July 2023 till now, an
amount_slightly less
than Rs10tr has been
pumped into the
economy via nine sepa-
rate long-term OMOs.
How much of this re-
mains outstanding and
how much has been
mopped up is difficult to
calculate, but it is easy
to see that if even half of
these funds are sloshing
around the system they
are doing massive dam-
age to the ability of the
rupee to command any
value in the market.
Now tell me some-
thing. Would people

characterised by a rapid
depletion of the foreign
exchange reserves and an
inflationary spiral the
likes of which we have
not seen in our history.
Theseries prompied
a ‘rebuttal’ from the State
Bank, accusing me of us-
ing *classical economic
theories” in the middle of
a_‘once-in-a-century

have preferred it if [ had
lied to you back in 2021
and said ‘all is well? It
might have felt good at
the time, but did all turn
out well since then?
The rupee has gone
from 150 to a dollar in
May 2021, when the
troubles began for the
exchange rate, to beyond
Rs300 in the summer of
2023, before it came off

der these OMO injec-
tions and the reply Was
Rs6.5tr. That is a stag-
gering amount of money
to inject into an
economy. These funds
were hot off the printing
press before they were
handed over to the
banks, who then lent
them to government.
These same banks could

sible for creating this
epic spiral of devalua-
tion, which is now well
into its third year run-
ning, have not abated.
With those pressures in
place, the gains the ru-
pee has seen in recent
weeks will be very diffi-
cult to sustain. It is hard
to say when this spell
will break.
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Senate Body on Interior addresses key
legislative matters

ISLAMABAD (INP): ment)Bill, 2023," moved cite barbarism. The Min-  ditionally,

Chairman Senate Stand- by Senator Mumtaz Zehri istry of Interior, in align- "The Federal Inves-
ing Committee on Inte- specifically focused on ment with international tigation Agency
rior, Senator Mohsin providing proper treat- treaties, opposed the bill. - (Amendment) Bill, 2023"

The Committeealso
addressed the pressing
issuc of private jails and
unanimously passed the
"Criminal Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023," co-
sponsored by Senators
Mushtaq Ahmed and
Samina Mumtaz Zehri.
This bill seeks to deter
false imprisonment and
private jails within resi-
dences, an issue ac-
knowledged by repre-
sentatives from the Min-
istry of Law and the
Ministry of Interior.
Inthe course of the
session, the Committee
also discussed other
bills, including "The
“riminal Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill 2023" moved
by Senator Fawzia
Arshad, related to the
omission of section 124A
of PPC and schedule-IT
of Cr. CP, which was tem-
porarily rejected due to
its subjudice status. Ad-

ment and medico exami-
nation reports for rape
victims through public
and private hospitals.
After thorough delibera-
tion, the Committee
passed the bill with
unanimous approval, in-
corporating essential
amendments.

Another significant
topic was Senator
Mushtaq Ahmad's pro-
posed amendments to
sections 375, 375A, and
376 of the PPC and
Schedule-1l of Cr. CP,
aiming to omit section D
and the public hanging
of rapists.

The bill was passed
with majority votes and
necessary amendments.
Senators Sherry Rehman
and Shahadat Awan ex-
pressed their concerns
about the proposed
punishment, emphasiz-
ing the need to avoid
measures that might in-

Aziz, presided over a
meeting of the committee
held on Thursday to dis-
cuss proposed amend-
ments to the Pakistan
Penal Code 1860 and the

‘ode of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1898, The meeting
was attended by Sena-
tors Saifullah Abro,
Sherry Rehman, Samina
Muriaz Zehri, Shahadat
Awan, Danesh Kumar,
Dilawar Khan, and Kamil
Ali Agha. Notable par-
ticipants also included
Senators  Mushtag
Ahmed and Palwasha
Muhammad Zai Khan,
who contributed as bill
m

proposed by Senator
Zarqa Suharwardy was
also rejected. Address-
ing environmental con-
cerns, the Committee
unanimously passed the
"Rain Water Harvesting
Facility in Urban Areas,
Bill 2023," moved by
Senator  Palwasha
Mohammad Zai Khan.
This legislation empha~
sizes the efficient utiliza-
tion of rainwater, crucial
in mitigating the deplet-
ing water table.

CDA representative
also supported the bill
acknowledging its po-
tential to fortify existing
regulations. During the
meeting, Senator Irfan
Siddiqui raised concerns
about the bill missing for
almost 15 months that
was introduced in the In-
terior Committee and
subsequently passed by
both houses of the Par-
liament.

overs.

Additional Secre-
tary and Joint Secretary
Ministry of Interior, rep-
resentatives from FIA,
Ministry of Law, and

DA were also present
One of the key topics of
discussion was “the
Criminal Laws (Amend-

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Pakistan OybckAril'Usnnv called on
[ Jamal Shah, Interim Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture at his office.

Pakistan to enhance pharmaceutical
collaboration with SCO countries

BEUING (INP): “The
2nd SCO Pharmaceu-
tical Cooperation De-

countries, so that we
can bind each other and
share knowledge on
those global issues that

nership in the pharma- member states.”

ceutical sector has be- In an interview
come even more criti- with CEN, Asim Rauf
touched on many po-

o1
: VC LUMS Dr Tariq M Jadoon giving prize to a winner of essay competition held by
|Pakistan Navy on occasion of World Maritime Day.

P al.
has demonstrated the Pakistan and other tential areas ofcollabo- may affect public
commitment of mem- SCO members are ration and partnership safety and people’s
ber states to foster in- committed to working between Pakistan and health.”

other SCO member
states in the pharma
sector, most important
of whichis clinical tri-
als at present.
Pakistan has vari-
ous products from
China including manu-
factured goods, high-
tech products, cancer
medicines, active phar-
maceutical ingredients
and medical devices.
The CEO said
there were many pend-
ing applications for
clinical trials of Chinese
medicines in Pakistan.
Headded that “we have
generated a conducive
environment where we
have specifically in-
vited Chinese compa-
nies to bring their prod-

These meetings
aimed to foster closer
ties and facilitate the ex-
change of knowledge
and expertise in arcas
such as drug regula-
tion, quality control,
an, capacity
building. The confer-
ence provided a plat-
form for participants to
exchange best prac-
tices, discuss regula-
tory challenges and ex-
plore avenues for fu-
ture collaboration. Ex-
perts from SCO mem-
ber countries shared
their experiences and
insights on topics such
as drug registration,
pharmacovigilance and
pharmaceutical re-
search and develop-

ternational cooperation
in the pharmaceutical
industry.

Through this plat-
form, O member
states aim to promote
mutual benefits,
strengthen regulatory
frameworks, encour-
age researchand devel-
opment collaboration,
and expand market ac-
cess,” said Asim Rauf,
CEO of Drug Regula-
tory Authority of Paki-
stan (DRAP).

He attended the
conference in Suzhou
as a Chief guest, deliv-
ered the keynote ad-
dress highlighting
Pakistan’s commitment
to promoting pharma-
ceutical development

together to ensure the
availability of essential
medicines, strengthen
health systems and im-
prove the overall well-
being of their popula-
tions. The CEO took
the opportunity to share
Pakistan’s achieve-
ments in pharmaceuti-
cal regulation, high-
lighting the steps taken
by DRAP to streamline
the drug approval pro-
cess, enhance quality
control measures and
promote transparency
in the pharmaceutical
industry. “Pakistan has
developed very rapidly
inthe field of regulation
and the acceptance of
its drugs is also in-
creasing in the world.

NNF discusses progress, future plans for Multi-

Sectoral Nutrition Policy & Programming

ISLAMABAD (INP): FS&CC Planning
Deputy Chairman Commission  Ms.
Planning Commission Nadia Rahman
Mohammad Jehanzeb stressed upon the sig-
Khan on Thursday nificance of multi-
chaired themeeting of sectoral coordination
the National Nutrition and integration up to
Forum (NNF) held the household level.
here to discuss the She also mentioned
progress and future that nutrition develop-
plans for Multi- ment partners may
Sectoral Nutrition align their resources
Policy and Program- with PANL She fur-
ming Secretary the ther added that we
MoPDSI, Member may track nutrition in-
FS&CC, high level vestment and map out
representatives from all the ongoing activi-
Federal ministries and ties implemented by
provincial P&D and federal, provincial and
Boards attended the other stakeholders.
meeting. The country She added that we
representatives from may conduct a multi-

ment commitment to
address the issue of
malnutrition. He em-
phasized that nutrition
is development and
development is nutri-
tionand it is central in
achieving SDGs. He
further added that the
government has initi-
ated Pakistan Nutrition
Initiative (PANI), a
Multi-Sectoral Na-
tional Nutrition Pro-
gram to promote
healthy dietary prac-
tices, prevent and treat
wasting and stunting,
focus on local causes
and localsolutions, ad-
vocacy, foster publm»
private partnerships,

cusing on the underly-
ing determents. They
also highlighted the
importance of fresh
data considering the
epidemics such as
COVID andfloods for
effective planning and
programming.

In his concluding
remarks the DCPC
Mohammad Jehanzeb
Khan emphasized on
the multispectral ap-
proach to address the
issue of mother and
child nutrition. He
added that the role of
development partners
is catalytic, and gov-
ernment must take the
responsibility. He

bilateral agencies, UN, and g)norilies early sectoral nutrition sur- showed his concernon
INGOs and other de- childhood develop- vey for updated and some of the nutrition
velopment partnersin- ment. He added that comprehensive data. indicators which have
cluding SUN Net- thisinitiativewill target She said that there worsened suchrate of
workswerepresenton 36 heavily affected should be financial exclusive breast feed-

the occasion.

It should be men-
tioned here that the
NNF is a High-level
nutrition governance
forum at the Planning
Commission. It pro-
vides leadership in har-
monizingnutrition pro-
grams, coordination
and policy planning
across the country.

Secretary
MoPDSI welcomed
the participants and
showed the govern-

districts (Balochistan
12, Sindh 10,GB 5, KP
5, Punjab 2, and AJK
2) with high stunting
rates, floods, and pov-
erty. The Chief Nu-
trition MoPDSI pre-
sented the nutrition
importance, the nutri-
tion landscape and
compliance onthe rec-
ommendations of pre-
vious NNF meeting.
He further elaborated
on the PANTinitiative.

The  Member

tracking ofall nutrition-
sensitive and specific
interventions that are
implemented in prov-
inces and at the fed-
eral level. The partici-
pants appreciated the
government efforts es-
pecially PANI for ad-
dressing the issue of
malnutrition. The part-
ners mentioned that
the issue of malnutri-
tion is long standin

hence we need to thinl

out of the box by fo-

ing which has no cost.
He recommended
to have a national nu-
trition dashboard to
track the nutrition in-
dicators. He also
added that Early
Childhood Develop-
ment (ECD) lays the
foundation for a life-
time of success by nur-
turing cognitive, social,
emotional, and physi-
cal growth, shaping
resilient and capable
individuals.

KARACHI: Donkey cart holder on the way loaded with steel drum going toward their destination in)
provincial capital.

ment. The conference
concluded with the
Suzhou Initiative, in-
jecting new and strong
impetus into the build-
ing of an even closer
SCO community of
shared future. The
health and pharmaceu-
tical regulatory authori-
ties, relevant institu-
tions and industries of
the participating coun-
tries attach great im-
portance to cooperation
i the field of medicine
and health.

ucts to Pakistan and
import them.” In addi-
tion to attending the
conference, Asim Rauf
held bilateral meetings
with representatives
from other SCO mem-
ber states to explore op-
portunities for collabo-
ration in the pharma-
ceutical sector. He
noted that “the confer-
ence provided a plat-
form where we can in-
dividuallysign bilateral
MoUs and agreements
with all other member

and accord-
ing to China Economic
Net (CEN).

In his address, he
stressed the signifi-
cance of cooperation
among SCO member
states in ensuring drug
safety and advancing
research and develop-
ment in the pharma-
ceutical sector. Withthe
world facing unprec-
edented challenges, in-
cluding the COVID-19
pandemic, the need for
collaboration and part-

Especially during
the pandemic, we have
done a lot of work, in-
cluding independent tri-
als, starting the digiti-
zation process, infro-
ducing the CTD for-
mat, automating, etc,”
the CEOadded that “re-
cently, we have noted
the surge in Pakistan’s
pharmaceutical exports
as a result of these ad-
vances. We are ready
to share the steps and
experiences we have
taken with other SCO

HYDERABAD: C Khalid laid an
Polio, at Government Shah Bhitai Hnspl!al Latifabad, Hvdcmbnd

CJP-led SC bench hears review pleas against
Faizabad sit-in verdict

Pakistan Electronic Me- nounced the verdict has
dia Regulatory Author- retired, therefore, thi
ity (Pemra) approached
the ‘apex court, seeking
the withdrawal of their

walk to

case was not fixed before
that bench.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Supreme Court (SC)
is hearing a set of review
petitions challenging the
court’s verdict on the

2017 sit-in by the review petitions in the Urtupsids
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Paki- case, stating that they g;, ST
stan (TLP)at Faizabad in  did not wish to pursue S e Y
Islamabad. the matter further. Mean-~[o834/421(81)- szt LA

while, Rashid, via Advo-
cate Mehr Khan Malik,
had also requested the
Supreme Court fo ad-
journ the hearing.

At the outset of the
hearing, CJP Isa ob-
served that Rashid’s
counsel had been ap-
pointed as a minister,
therefore he should have
amanged another lawyer
in his place. He then
noted, “I want to make a
fow things clear. This is
a regular bench, not a
special bench. Review
petitions arc immediately
fixed [for hearing] but

these were not fixed
for four years. “One of
the judges who pro-

According to media
reports, a three-member
bench including Chicf
Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Facz Isa, Justice
Aminuddin Khan and
Justice Athar Minallah
have taken up the pleas.

Pleas were subs
quently moved against
the verdict by the Min-
istry of Deferce, the IB,
the PTI, the Pemra, the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), the
Mutta-hida ~ Qaumi
Movement  (MQM),
Awami Muslim League
chief Sheikh Rashid and
Ejazul Hag. However,
cariertis week, he I
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Withdrawal of Section 7E vital to promote

investment, rev

ISLAMABAD (INP): President,
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI)
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari has
said that the introduction of Sec-
tion 7E through Finance Act
2022 has emerged as a major
disincentive for investment in
the real estate sector due to
which the economy is suffer-
ing and stressed that the gov-
ernment should withdraw it to
promote i in the real

struction industry. He said that
the govcrnmcm can take the
country's economy from reces-
sionto sustainable development
by focusing on the real estate

and construction sector.
President, Federation of
Realtors Pakistan Sardar Tahir
Mehmood said that the over-
seas Pakistanis prefer to invest
in the real estate sector in Paki
stan, but hike in taxes is dis-
ing them. He d

estate and construction sector
and revive the economy.
Talking to a delegation of
real estatedevelopers and build-
ers during their visit to ICCI on
Thursday, he said that after a
judgment of the Lahore High
Court (LHC), the collection of
deemed income tax under Sec-
7E has been stopped in Punjab
and stressed that the govern-
ment should withdraw it across
the country to end such discrep-
ancies. Ahsan Zafar informed
the delegation that ICCI is mak-
ing strenuous efforts for the
withdrawal ofthis tax in the next
budget to facilitate the growth
of business and investment ac-
tivities in thereal estate and con-

that the government should give
serious consideration to this is-
sue and offer attractive incen-
tives that would boost foreign
investment in the country and
provide crucial support to the
fragilc cconomy.

Former President ICCI and
CEO Centaurus Sardar Yasir
Ilyas Khan said that the cut in
heavy taxes on the real estate
sector can bring foreign invest-
ment of billions of dollars to
Pakistan and help revive the
economy. He said that the busi-
ness activities of many allied in-
dustries are linked with the real
estate and construction sector
and reducing high taxes on this
sector would boost the business

ve economy: ICCI

activities ofall allied industries
and stimulate the economic
growth of the country.

ICCI Group Leader Khalid
Igbal Malik said that the real
estate sector is the major source
of attracting remittances and
foreign investment, however,
the imposition of unnecessary
taxes has led to a significant
decline in remittances and in-
vestment. He urged that the gov-
ernment should rationalize taxes
on this sector, withdraw tax on
deemed income and create a
conducive environment for this
sector to spur the economic
development of the country.

Vice President ICCI Engr.
Azhar ul Islam Zafar said that
after the announcement of the
construction package in the
past, many mega construction
projects were started in Paki-
stan, but due to high construc-
tion cost and high taxes, work
on many projects is suspended,
which is harmful for the inves-
tors and the economy. He said
that the government should take
notice of this situation to save
this sector from further dam-
ages.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Human Rights Khalil George speaking af
Raising & i

Session on Human Rightsi€ _in National College of Ars.

“Sub-Committee reviews initiatives taken
by oil & gas companies in Balochistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chaired

by Senator Prince Ahmed
Omer Ahmedzai, the Sub-Com-
mittee of the Senate Standing
Committee on Petroleum me-
ticulously reviewed the initia-
tives and endeavors under-
taken by oil and gas compa-
nies in both the public and pri-
vate sectors conceming corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR)
in Balochistan.

Converer of the sub-com-
mittee, Prince Ahmed Omer
Ahmedzai emphasized that ef-
forts should not be confined
solely to Balochistan but should
encompass the entire nation of
Pakistan. He also stressed the
imperative presence of all
Pakistan's oil and gas compa-
nies in the committee meeting.

The Ministry for Energy
(Petroleum Division) provided
a comprehensive overview of
its operations in the province s
of Balochistan, highlighting the
substantial funds allocated for
the province's betterment.
Senator Saadia Abbasi ex-
pressed reservations regarding
the diminishingimpact of these
expenditures over the years,
despite the significant sums al-
located to their policies.

The Ministry for Energy
(Petroleum Division) explain
that these funds are adminis-
tered by the social welfare
committee, chaired by a nomi-
nated official, and executed by
the district government. It was
emphasized that this falls o

[HYDERABAD: All Sindh primary teachers
|conference at HPC.

side their jurisdiction, and po-
litical factors often hinder their
operational processes.

The Convener of the Sub-
committee counlered lhal po-
litical dispar hould not im-

vener committee, Senator
Prince  Ahmed  Omer
Ahmedzai, inquiredabout flood
control and disaster manage-

ISLAMABAD: President Dr ArifAliin group photo witha delegation of the members of the Briish

idiaspora inthe UK at Aiwane Sadr.

Moblle service to be sus-
pended in Quetta on the eve
of 12 Rabi ul Awal

staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In a decisive move to
prioritize public safety and phold
law and order, the Balochistan
govemment has opted to suspend
mobile services in Quetta on the
eve of 12 Rabi ul Awal, observed
on Friday. This decision is
prompted by the deployment of
thousands of policemen across
the city, tasked with overseeing
and managing various proces-
sions and gatherings.

While the exact duration_of
the mobile service suspension
has not received official confirma-
tion, a credible source within the
Balochistan home department has
affirmed the temporary halt of cek-
lular services. This strategic
choice to suspend mobile services
perfectly aligns with the compre-
hensive security measures estab-
lished to faciltate the scamless ex-
ccution of numerous processions
scheduked in the provincial capi-

tal during this momentous occ:

ion. This forward-looking measure

primarily seeks to safeguard public safety and curtail potential dis-
ruptions, ensuring a peaceful observance of this significant event, To
navigate this period, both residents and visitors are strongly advised
to planahead and remain updated on the latest developments regard-

ing the mobile service suspension in Quetta.

Balochistan Abduction Update: 4 of 6

From Our Correspondent:
DERA BUGTTI: Four of the
young footballers who were ab-
ducted from Balochistan’s Dera
Bugti on their way to Sibi on Sep-
tember 9 have been recovered.
With the efforts of the law
agencies, local ad-

ment, the need for
habili houses affected

pede essential measures like
school and hospital rehabilita-
tion, which are urgently
needed. The committee unani-
mously agreed on the neces-
sity of educational advance-
ment in Balochlslan particu-

by floods. Ministry officials in-
formed a donation of Rs.20
million to PDMA Balochistan
for flood-affected individuals.
urthermore, the sub-com-
mittee highlighted the impor-
tance of promoting sports at
both localand i  lev-

larly for girls, the
long-term benefits of school
rehabilitation, sanitation,
healthcare, and sports empow-
erment in the province.

The Ministry for Energy
(Petroleum Division) officials
told the committee about nu-
merous national-level scholar-
%hlpi and initiating lrammg de-

and

els. Senator Fida Muhammad
proposed extending sports ini-
tiatives to benefit disabled in-
dividuals. The Ministry of En-
ergy and Petroleum affirmed
their efforts to support the vi-
sually impaired and disabled.
Convener committee recom-
mended supporting orphanages

pro-
grams. The convener of lhc

inB taking into ac-
count their dlre condmons.
n © .

lendmg need-based scholar-
ships  to  students in
Balochistan's cities. He also
cited the benefit of employing
local consultants instead of
those from different regions,
explaining that local consult-
ants have a better understand-
ing of the procedure.
Additionally, Senator
Saadia Abbasi stressed the in-
clusion of special funds for dia-
betes and heart-related medi-
cations inpolicies targeting eld-
erly impoverished individuals.
During discussions on di:
saster management, the Con-

cityPresident roshan

tee recommended the partici-
pation of all oil and gas com-
panies in the upcoming com-
mittee meeting for a thorough
review and assessment of their
operations. Committee also
emphasized thepresence of the
Minister for Energy (Petro-
leum Division) and all Manag- | L
ing Directors inthe next agenda
meeting.

The committee was at-
tended by Senator Saadia
Abbasi, = Senator Fida
Muhammad, and senior offi-
cials from the Ministry of En-
ergy (Petroleum Division),

ata press

ministration, and the provincial
govemment, the four abducted
footballers were safely rescued
and brought to their homes.

Law enforcement agencics
and the provincial government

say that two more chil-
dren will be recovered
soon.

Family members of
the football players
heaved a sigh of relief

after the recovery of kid-
napped players.
And they ex-

pressed the hope that
the remaining two ab-
ducted players would
also be recovered soon.

Young Footballers Recovered

ISLAMABAD MD Pakistan Mlncnl

Engr Asad Ahs
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Pakistan PréSIdent UK MPs call for
end to India’s HR abuses in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presidentof
Pakistan Dr ArifAlviand the mem-
bers of the United Kingdom's par-
liament have expressed deep con-
cem over the human rights viola-
tions in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (10JK) and
the persecution of the minorities
in India.

The matter was discussed as
the Members of Parliament (MPs)
and the representatives of the
Pakistani and Kashmiri diasporas
inthe UK called on President Alvi
at the Aiwan-c-Sadr in Islamabad,
today. The delegation was led by
Chairman of Labour Friends of
Kashmir UK, Shadow Minister
Andrew Gwynne.

The meeting highlighted the
need for an action by the interna-
tional community to put pressure
on India to stop its human rights
abuses in [10JK.

President Alvi said that India
was involved in the genocide of
Muslims, persecution and sup-
pression of minorities, burning
and destroying the churches in
Maripur, and the extra-judicial kill-

ings of the leaders of minority
communities regionally and inter-
nationally.

He said the psyche of India
was changing as it had been in-
fluenced by the extremist
Hindutva ideology which aimed
to marginalize minorities, particu-
larly the Muslims.

He mentioned that Pakistan
was committed to safeguarding
the rights of its minorities, and
took prompt action if any injus-
tice was done to them.

The President highlighted
that India was trying to change
the demographic structure of the
TIOJK to transform the Kashmiri
people into a minority in their own

land.

He urged the world to put
pressure on India to reverse its
illegal demographic changes in the
occupied territory.

UK Shadow Minister An-
drew Gwynne expressed grave
concern over the human rights
violations and denial of rights to
the people of IIOJK. The torture
and brutalities being committed

by India are unacceptable, he
added.

Gwynne mentioned the sup-
port for Kashmiricause in the Brit-
ish parliament and underscored
the need for putting pressure on
India to hold a plebiscite in IIOJK
to grant the people of Jammu and
Kashmir their right to self-deter-
mination.

He said revoking the special
status of IIOJK was allowing In-
dia to change the demography of
the valley. He further said that
Pakistan and the UK enjoyed ex-
cellent relations in the fields of
education and business that
needed to be further improved for
the betterment of the two coun-
tries.

The delegation also ex-
pressed concem over the plight
of minorities, particularly the
Muslims, in the Indian Gujarat and
TOJK.

President Alvi lauded the
support of the Kashmiri diaspora
inthe UK and members of the Brit-
ish parliament for supporting the
Kashmir cause.




