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Balochistan Government Launches Full-Scale Anti-Terror-
ism Offensive Following Mastung Carnage

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Balochistan’s Carctaker Information Min-
ister, Jan Achakzai, highlighted the unwavering de-
termination of both provincial and federal govem-
ments in combatting the grave threats of extremism
and terrorism. Mr. Achakzai emphasized the sacri-
fices made by the people of Balochistan, who are
steadfastly working towards ensuring stability in
the country. He revealed that authorities had col-
lected the remains of the suicide bomber from the
scene, estimating the perpetrator to be a young in-
dividual, aged between 15 to 18 years. The minister
unequivocally declared that Balochistan had no
place for terrorism, asserting the state’s awareness
of the culprits and facilitators behind the tragic
Mastung incident, promising that justice would be
served swiftly.

Rs.1.5 million compensation
announced for heirs of martyrs

The Information Minister announced a com-
pensation of Rs.1.5 million each for the heirs of the

Security persbnnel walkinside civilhospital Quetta after the arrival of injured of
Mastung blast: Photo Daily Quetta Voice

martyrs. He said compensation would also be paid
to the injured in the Mastung bombing. He said the
govemment has directed the health department to
make sure provision of the best medical treatment
to those injured in the blast.

Mr. Achakzai stated that a security policy in
line with the vision of the Chief of Army Staff Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir would be evolved to battle
the menace of terrorism. “Salute to the vision and

of Army Chief”, he said.

Curse to terrorism to be elimi-
nated

Jan Achakzai mentioned that the provincial
govemment under the leadership of caretaker Chicf
Minister, AliMardan Domki was committed to eradi-
cating the curse of terrorism from the province. He
reiterated that the Indian intelligence agency was
behind the unrest and terrorist acts in Balochistan.

“Such elements would not be spared at any costs”,
he concluded.

“Ceries of injured will haunt me forever”, A Mastung blast survivor
narrates the ordeal

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a heart-wrenching account, Saifullah
Baloch, a survivor of the devastating Mastung blast
that claimed 55 lives on the day marking Hazrat
Muhammad’s (PBUH) birth anniversary, shared his
traumatic experience. As he recounted the horrific
ordeal, his voice trembled, tears streaming down
his face.

The tragedy unfolded when a suicide bomber
detonated himself amidst a religious procession at
Madni Chowk in Mastung.

Saifullah Baloch vividly remembered the mo-
ment when the gathering was shattered by a deaf-
ening explosion. He lost close relatives and dear
friends in the gruesome attack.

The injured were covered
with blood

“The injured were covered in blood, their cries

for help echoing in the chaos.” he said, his words
carrying the weight of the immense suffering he

witnessed that fateful day.

Outside the trauma center at the civil hospital
in Quetta, Abdullah, a grief-stricken father, anxiously
awaited niews about his seriously injured son.

The broken father was unable
to answer any question

Overwhelmed by emotion, he could only mus-
ter a plea for prayers, unable to answer any further
questions.

This tragic incidentserves as asomber reminder
of the devastating consequences of acts of vio-
lence and terrorism.

Ourthoughts and prayers go outto the victims
and their families affected by this heartrending
event.

Grief and Anger

Grief and anger among the survivors and the

heirs of the victims.

They lashed out at the govemment for what
they claimed its failure to protect the lives of the
people.

“What is this, where are our rulers”, a_grief
stricken mother laments. She had lost her son in the
deadly bombing.

Dozens of broken heirs were waiting outside
the trauma Center of the civil hospital Quetta to get
information about the condition of their loved ones.
51 injured of the deadly bombingattack were brought
to the trauma Center.

Mastung a sensitive district

Balochistan’s Mastung district us considered
to be one the most sensitive districts of Balochistan.
Militants have repeatedly targeted law enforcement
agencies and pro govemment politicians in the arca.
\The minority shia Hazaras have also been targeted
in the district.
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Indian RAW behind Mastung bombing: In-
terior Minister Sarfaraz Bugtl

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Caretaker Interior Minister, Sarfaraz Bugti
on Saturday said the Indian mte]hgence agency
(RAW) was behind the deadly Mastung bl
have decided to eliminate termr
lhelr facilitators”,

TS Secrslandl H()ms Mi
(R) Zubair Jamali, Information
Minister, J an Achakza: and others were also present
on the occasion.
The Interior Minister stated that the elements in-
volved in this heinous crime would be brought to
book and that the government has directed all law
enforcement agencies to arrest the culprits. “Zero
tolerance, no place for terrorism and extremism”,
Mr. Bugti warned.

IBOs to be conducted

“The Interior Minister saidintel ligence-bascdopera-
tions would be conducted to apprehend and climinate the
terrorists involved in such tragic incidents. “This is a
tragedy beyond words, my heart goes out to the broken
families”, he said. “As a State, we know who is behind
such tragic incidents”, he warned, saying that major op-
terrorists
human lives. “Who is sponsoring such terrorist attacks,
we know that”, he mentioned.

No word f pardon for ter-
rorists: Sarfaraz Bugti

“We cannot tolerate shedding the blood of innocent
Pakistanis”, Sarfaraz Bugti said. He said none would be
allowd o shed th biood of innocent peope in the sa-
cred name of Islam. “No word of pardon for such cle-
ments”, he warned. The Caretaker Interior Minister said
“Enough is cnougl” and the writ of the State would be
established at all costs. The facilitators of such tragedics
would be exposed, he said. Noting that at times an attack
would be conducted by one organisation and another
would claim its responsibility, the interior minister said
the recent attacks were being investigated. “Whether it is
Daesh or TTP or anyone else.... anyone committing vio-
lence under any banner.... violence will only be cxercised
by the state,” Bugti said while vowing to hunt terrorists.

Massive Anti-Polio Campaign Targets Over
2.4 Million Children in Balochistan

Health Desk:

QUETTA: The anti-polio campaign across

Balochlslan will start on Monday, Oclober 2

for whichall have been

Syed Zaid Shah, Coordinator of Emergency

Operalion Center Balochistan in a statement
rged all members of society to support polio
olunteers during the ongoing fight against the

cnpplmg virus.

2.4 million children be
provided drops

He said that during the seven-day anti-po-
lio campaign, more than 24 lakh 44 thousand
children up to the age of 5 years have been set
as the target of vaccination against polio.

More than 10,000 teams will participate
during this campaign, including 8,589 mobile
teams, 925 fixed sites and 547 transit points.
Vitamin A drops will also be given to the chil-
dren CLl‘luring the campaign, Syed Zahid Shah
stated.

Parents urged to cooperate

there is no harm in vaccmatmg chlldren during
every polio campaign. Rather, it builds immu-
nity in children against disease, he mentioned.

The last polio case was re-
ported in January 2021 from
Killa Abdullah district

The role of parents, scholars, political
circles, tribal elders, administration ‘and medla

Since January 27, 2021, no case of polio has
been reported across the province. Whichis a great

is veryimportant in the fightto eradi
the EOC Chief observed. With the help of their
positive thinking and attitudes, the polio cam-
paign can be successful, he mentioned.

He said that eradication of polio has been
ensured through this vaccine throughout the
world including Islamic countries. Therefore,

for the people of the EOC
Chicf said. The last case in Balochistan was reported
from Qil Abdullah district in January 2021. Duc to
the large movement of the population from neigh-
boring Afghanistan, the presence of poliovirus has
been revealed in samples taken from sewage drains
in Pishin after almost two and a half years. which
belongs to Kandahar.
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Balochistan’s Climate Crisis: Impact, Causes, and Solutions
Chandni Kakar:
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Economic emergenc Excluding party leaders

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry: By Ahmed Bilal Mehboob:
F ~ givenupprotocol, privi- which were dysfunc- but generating employ- S ~ Rehman. He wonanab- tarnished popularity ~dent GhulamIshaq Khan

OR most Pakistanis, legee and all pomp and tional and could not be ment and economic ac-| D TRONG exception solute majority by secur-  was resurrected after he in 1993, he was sacked
the prevailing economic Show attached to his set right. tivity. That is the attitude | wag taken by civil soci- ing 53 per cent of the was removed by army as elected prime minister
conditions have un- high office. The admin- Inthis time of emer- our bureaucracy and | ety, the mediaand at least seats of the Assembly, chief Gen Ziaul Hag, and notallowed to return
leashed unprecedented istration, t0o, needs to gency, we cannot sus- regulators need o de- | one large political party drawing 39pc of the leading to indefinite to power in the subse-
hardship. Steep power demonstrate to the fain loss-making enter-  velop towards ourstrug- | (o what the caretaker Popular vote. postponement of gen- quent election in 1993. A
tariffs and high fuel people through defini- prises, because it is not ~gling industry. China has | prime minister appears to This ‘mistake’ of ot eral elections, which number of cases were
costs have made every- tive actionsthat it stands —our own money but bor- developed because they [ have said in response to excluding him from the were promised by himin instituted against him
thing expensive. Even With themin this time of rowed money from encouraged industrial | 4 question. electoral process was 90 days. The martiallaw and his party colleagues
the basic necessities are acute economic emer- which we subsidise (helr and  technological The essence of his ‘rectified” when he, de- govemment made allthe to ensure that he re-
now beyond the reach of - gency. existence. he growth. The US is also | reply was that free and Spite winning an out- armangements to ensure mained entangled in
the public. Spending As a general rule, government’s pnrmry boosting its manufactur- | fair elections would be tight majority, was not that Bhutto and his PP them. The same treat-

consistently more than official tours abroad job is to regulate, not ing efforts. At our end, | possible in Pakistan even allowed to form the gov- would not return to ment was meted out to
carning has indebted the should be suspended. build financially unsus-  the long-awaited Special | if former prime minister ernment, and., instead, power. Bhutto was tried - Benazir Bhutto, who was
country to the core. We Online mediums are ef  tainable enterprises. An  Economic Zones should | fran Khan and some of Was arrested, impris-  inamurder case and ex-  sacked as prime minister
have mortgaged the fu- fective in today’s era, even betier option is ex- be constructed as a top | his party colleagues re- oned and prosecuted in  ecuted. The next general - in 1996. Notonly was she

ture of even our grand- and our ambassadors ploring public-private priority. mained behind bars.  West Pakistan. A death clection was held after not allowed to return to
children, abroad canrepresent us.  partnerships. Red tape and cor-|  He subsequently Sentence could have eightlongyears, and that power in the 1997 gen-

The irony is that There should be no free The centreas wellas  ruption are discouraging | said that his words were been executed, but 100 on a non-party ba- eral election, her party
while the rest of the electricity foranyone — the provincial govern- foreign and even domes- | taken out of context. Al events forced the trans- sis so that there was ab- coukd barelywin 18 seats

country is expected to Without exception. No ments cannot create tic investors from setting | though he may not be fer of power in a tun- solutely no possibility in the National Assem-
bear the economic free petrolor designated more jobs than they have up industries in Paki- | technically wronig— pro- cated Pakistan to West of the PPP chiming vic-  bly as opposed to the 86
crunch, for the top tiers Cars either; only car already done. More jobs ~stan. The constitution of | vided the imprisonment Pakistan’s most popular tory. ThePPPboycotted it had won some three
of government, it ap- pools from which ve- can be created only the Special Investment | is the resultof a fair judi- leader, Zulfikar Ali the election. The party years earlier. Benazir
pears to be business as hicles can be requisi- t h r o u g h Facilitation Council| cial process and noipo- Bhutto, who not only and its popular leader, Bhutto and her husband
Usual. Foreign trips tioned. industrialisation. Our in- seems to be a step in the | fisical victimisation— the released Sheikh Mujib Benazir Bhutto, were, were booked in several
abroad have been in full  All loss-making dustry is under pressure right direction. This | reaction to his statement but also ensured his therefore, successfully cases of corruption.

force, regardiess of the State-owned enterprises not only from the high civil-military initiative | was not without reason. ~Safe passageto London. ~blocked from the elec- Nawaz Sharif, who
expenise involved. Letus should be closed down ~costs of inputs, but akso  seeks to cutfed tape and Pakistan has a long In the subsequent toral process. The PPP  returned as prime minis-
bear in mind that foreign OF privatised in a man- regulatory bodies whose encourage investors 10 | history of excluding election, the experience and BenazirBhutto were ter for the second time in
policies are made at ner which is transparent ~officials hound industri- profi from Pakistan's in- | popular political leaders gained in the first one allowed to return to poli- 1997 with a two-thirds
home, and not through and judicious for exist- alsts, often in search of vestment potential in IT, | and political parties from Was contemplated, and - tics and elections onlyin ~ majority, was sacked af-

=

meetings and ftours ing employees. When bribes. agriculture, energy, and | the electoral process. In ‘Mistakes’ were not re- 1988, afier Gen Zia died ter the 1999 military
abroad. East Germany merged True, industrialists mining. December 1970, when the peated. By most inde- ina plane crash, but the coup, and prosecuted in
Itis ime our govern-  With West Germany, a make profits, but they Circular debt is an- | country held its first di- pendent accounts, the victory was diluted to a the case involving a

ment, an interim one mMassive programme of also create jobs, reduc- other big hole in the trea- | rect goneral election to Second general election point” where the PPP  conspiracy to hijack a
though it is, led the aus- privatisation of East ing poverty in the pro- sury. The agreements | he National Assembly, in 1977 was blatantly government remained plane in which Gen
terity drive from the German SOES was un- cess. Bamming those who  negotiated with the IPPs | there was no bar on any rigged and its results ieffective. Her govem- Pervez Musharraf was
front, particularly when dertaken. They choseto ~ exploit the system to re- are _clearly loaded | poliical leader or party could not produce a le- ment was prematurely ~travelling. He was sen-
they expect the rest of sell only those that were idies, whenan  against the interests of | from partpating n the gitimate govemment.  sacked and not allowed ~tenced to lfe imprison-
the country to bear the functional; rehabiltated ~ industrialist expands his the people. All agree- Intensified street to retum in the subse- ment by a special court
cconomic pressures. We Some that were not be-  business, he does so be- - ments must be renegoti- agitation encouraged a quent election. When but the military govem-
can take a cue from the yond repair and then cause he has the know- ated, including the re-| landslide victory for the military takeover and NawazSharifemergedas ment appealed for en-
present chief justice, Sold them; and closed how and capital. He is cent ones, invoking force | Awami Leagué and its prime minister Bhutto apopularleader afler his hancing the sentence to

who has voluntarily down the enterprises not exploiting the nation, majeure. head Sheikh Mujibur Was deposed. Bhutto’s confrontation with presi- death.
Stepping up It isn’t rocket science

By Muna Khan: By Abbas Nasir:

only walk inparks or the Organisation. The top Mexico is not im- trip will end soon and he  losophy of making the hardship and anger con-
Inaois thaa e 200d beach near my house two crimes were Kidnap- - mune from greedy prop- AFTER the 1 and will return to his seat of ~size of the cake so big tinue to mount.
fortune of attending a and becamebored ofthe ~ ping and rape. erty developers cager to | the World Bank, care- powernot onlyto focus ~that everybody got a Ifthe prime minister
talk by my favourite same scenery. [ was also Tknow Iammore g e n t r i f y|takerFinanceMinster Dr on his primary task of slice was a ruse to rein- can indeed quickly en-
writer, David Sedaris, conscious of my body safe than a woman who neighbourhoods, but its | Shamshad Akhtar has holding free, fair, and ~force elite capture. dorse all the economic
where he read froma yel among a sea of men in travels by public trans- govemment is commit- | also raised the alrm over impartial elections but These attitudes are reforms the outgoing

to be published picce these places. [ occasion-  portbut, like her, Tamal-  ted to investing in pub- | the stateof the economy, ~also to embark on re- firmly entrenched and parliament empowered
about hs Fitbit, a digial ally walk my dogs n the ways atriskof something - i spaces because it be- | as she tolda Senate com- forms the st parlia-  change will neither be him and his cabinet to

pedometer which is neighbourhood, but happening to me be- lieves such spaces fos- | mittee this week that a d the easy nor resistance-free. implement, they shall
worn on your wrist and DHA is ahot, dirty mess ~cause of my sex. This is ter a sense of commu- | comprehensive reform Careiakers o rollout. - An ccanomic seform hate done mnore-for the
monitors your activity. and the walk is not why women bicycle or nity, culture, and iden-| plan was being finalised It seems a great plan that taxes the civil poor and for the long-

The goalisto take 10,000 pleasant. The beauty of walk with guards behind ~tity. While Mexico has | and would soon be pre- shame thatthe IMF boss and military elite and  term viability of our coun-
steps every day, which walking — whether aim- them. This is why they one of the highest crime | sented to the caretaker had to remind Pakistan their tax-free holdings in try than most who have
is  roughly  eight less or with purpose — drive to gated parks to rates in the world and its [ prime minister. that it needs to tax the real estate, or cuts their made tall promises and
kilometres. is that you cannot pre- walk or watch their chil- own versions of DHA, Since she counted haves and offer relief to  freebies called subsi- delivered very littl
When I began dictyour experience.  drenplay, ortakeagroup that divide is not so vis- | the huge subsidies to the the have-nots. Not dis- dies, could take the tax- The clock is ticking
graduate school in 2017 Inevitably, every of menwhereverthey go ible in public spaces in | elite (whichhave failed to ~similar remarks about the t0-GDP ratio to 15 per and the day of economic
in the US, the Fitbit was woman says the most — evenifit’s a few min- the capital. [went to sev- [ boost exports, for ex- unsustainability of the cent, and represent an reckoning is fast ap-
quite common and more enjoyable part of being utes away. The idea of eral places where the | ample) and the absence current practices have addition of overRs2 tril- proaching.
affordable, so I bought abroad is walking. walking to nearby places government had in- | of taxes on real estate been made by a senior lion to the national ex- This waming is for
one. Soon,lbecame ob- Women want to walk is anathema to most of vested in stationary ex- [ and retailers among the World Bank official. chequer. those who will not see
sessed with hitting without fear— of stares, us. Ourcities hatepedes- ercise machines for | major reasons of the re- I say shame be- Ergo, it is highly reality. Those who can
10,000 steps, thenreach- harassment and other trians. people to use for free; | source generation short- cause these are institu- desirable and will be will tell you that it has
ing that goal quicker in worries they carry when But for health rea- they also organise all | fall year after year, one tions not known to fight great for the country, but been upon us for a con-
the day, and then in- they step out of their sons, I have to resume Kkinds of activities for| canbe optimistic thather on behalf of the poor it will also anger a very siderable period of time.
creasing that goal. I did ~safety zonesin Pakistan. my wakingpractice.[will free. People also use | economic reformplanwill and have usually kept influential section of so- The subsidies, the tax
not let Chicago’s schizo- Before people getinto a  partner with my father. these spaces to practise | address these areas. their focus on firmly ciety that shows no sign havens, such as real es-
phrenic weather come tizzy, pleasetry (o under-  Maybe we’ll take short yoga, dancing, and for When Dr Akhtar is pushing the ‘freemarket” of understanding that tate and even agricultural
between me and my stand women’s vulner- drives to discover differ- various classes. And | able to present her plan and even the neoliberal the status quo is not income, are unsustain-
steps. Once the weather  abilities in public spaces ent parts of our they love their dogs. | to theprime minister must economic agenda. For sustainable even in the able.
improved, [ would wake here versus anywhere neighbourhood. Organisations work- [ depend on his availabil- them to say the things short term. Those with house-
atsunrise and walkto get else. The outdoors, Tamthinking of time  ing on urban issues who | ity, as he is on the final they are saying is an in- This segment will hold incomes under
more steps. I was com- which has always repre- spent in Mexico City, promote the ‘right to a | leg of his 10-day foreign ~dication of how bad, in need to be convinced Rs350,000amonth cannot
peting against myself. I sented freedom, s a meki-  which has so many pub- city’ concept — giving | tour. As these lines were  their view, the situation that reforms will dictate be expected to pay elec-
saw more of the city in ing pot of inappropriate lic parks, including the the power of the city to | being  written, the can get in our nuclear- the future of our coun- tricity bills of Rs30,000,
my walks than I did asa behaviour here. Crime largest one in Latin its citizens — can apply | Gulfstream 450 with armed country of nearly ~try and, withit, their own ~ especially with food in-
student reporter. statistics prove it. Be- America which is also for grants to invest in| Pakistan’s official mark- a quarter billion people. status. flation running in high
I caught the walking  tween Jan I and April 30, one of the oldest in the public spaces whichmay | ings had landed in Saudi There is nothing A handful that call double digits t00. In re-
bug from my father, a life- a total of 10,365 cases of ~world: Chapultepec Park. ~be neglected by the gov- | Arabia, and the prime new about the elite cap- the shots in the country cent weeks, global en-
long avid walker come ~violence against women It is spread over 1,695 ernment in favour of | minister and his entou- ture of the economy. It remain unaware of the ergy prices have risen
rain or shine, and [ was were reported to the acres— twicethe sizeof wealthier areas. The pri- | rage were seen leaving started more or less ground reality and how sharply. Our poor and
determined to continue Punjab police,and 777to  Central ParkinNew York. vate sector also invests | the aircraft to perform within the first decade of their callous disregard vulnerable need to be
my practice once back in  the Sindh police, accord- I joked with my family in public spaces when | Umrahand pray and pay Pakistan’s coming into towards theagonyofthe protected against their
Karachi. ing to a report by the how it would have been they create their urban | respects in Madina. existence, and has be- shirtless multitudes may ~knock-on effects, which
Sadly, that didn’t Sustainable Social De- converted into a hous- projects because it in- Hopefully, the prime come progressively ~create a powder keg-like threaten to decimate
last long, becauseIcould v e 1 0 p m e n t ing scheme in Pakistan.  creases land value. minister’s 10-day foreign worse. The whole phi- situation as the public’s ~ their budgets.
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Balochistan Shutter Down Strike Demands
Justice for Mastung Carnage Victims

Staff Reporter :

QUETTA: Balochistan, Pakistan, witnessed a peace-
ful shutter-down strike in response to the tragic
Mastung bombing, with various regions of the prov-
ince united in mourning and demanding justice for
the victims. The call for the strike came from reli-
gious organizations, including Sunni Tehrik, follow-
ing the devastating incident that claimed the lives
of 60 individuals and left dozens injured.

Strikein Multiple Locations:

The shutter-down strike resonated across the
province, affecting arcas such as Mastung, Kharan,
Kalat, and several others. In Quetta, the capital of
Balochistan, the strike was partially observed, with
citizens joining the call to condemn the heinous
attack.

of law enforcement personnel, including police, lev-
ies, and frontiercomps, in sensiivearcas  through-
out istan. The primary goal was to ensure

Demand for Justice:

Religious partics leading the strike have vehe-
mently called upon both provincial and federal gov-
emments to swith apprehend those
responsible for the deadly blast.

Robust Security Measures:

"To mamtain faw and order during the strike, the
provincial govemment implemented stringent se-
curitymeasures. This __ included the deployment

peace and security during the strike.

Peaceful Outcome:

Despite the tense atmosphere, the strike re-
mained peaceful, and there were no reports of unto-
ward incidents from any part of Balochistan.
The collective expression of grief and solidarity
serves as a powerful reminder of the
community’s resilience and determination to see
justice served for the victims of the Mastung car-
nage.

ICCI & RCCI for joint efforts to re-
solve issues of businessmen

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Indus-
tries (ICCI) and
Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Indus-
tries (RCCI) have reiter-
ated their firm stance for
making collective efforts
to resolve the issues of
the businessmen.
Adekgationof ICCI
led by its President
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
visited RCCI and_con-
gratulated  President
RCCI for assuming the
post of Chaiman It was honour for
Rawalpindi Waste Man- the community and we
a g e m e n t haveloprove thischoice
Company(RWMC) and  hundred percent by
presented bouquets.  showing performance,
The ICCTand RCCI  he added.

have agreed to form asix-
member committee in-
cluding presidents, to
promote relations and
consult on important is-
sues between the two
business organizations.
They will ako to play a
friendly cricket match.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari said that ekc-
tion of Saqib Rafiq as
chaimman of RWMC was
proof of trust of govem-
ment on the business
community.

said that it is a welcome
thing for the business-
men of the two cities to
meet. The chambers of
the twin cities are also
twin and their problems
are also the same, for
their solution, joint ef-
forts are necessary to
convey an effective
voice to the government
houses.

He said that follow-
ing the decree of cleanli-
ness, he has made clean
Rawalpindi as his target
and will not rest until this
target is achieved. Wher-
ever our cooperation is
needed in Islamabad, like
the cleaning  of
Rawalpindi, we will cer-
tainly provide it.

He said that now we
have to prove by deliv-
ering instead of just pa-
perwork that as before
we are contributing to
the stability of the
country's economy by
paying the highest taxcs.
By carrying out the re-
sponsibility of this
cleaning company in the
true sense, we will take
vigorous measures to
reduce the problems of
the citizens in terms of
cleaning.

Chairman RWMC
and_President RCCI
Sagib Rafiq thanked the
ICCI delegation for com-
ing and presenting flow-
ers and congratulations
on assuming office and

PML-N legal team to approach LHC for
Nawaz Sharif's bail before return

LAHORE (INP): As
Nawaz Sharif’s return
date moves closer, the
Pakistan  Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
through its legal team
has decided to approach
the Lahore High Court
(LHC) for his bail before
he lands in Pakistan, re-
ported a section of daily
English national.

The decision was
taken to avoid Nawaz
Sharif’s arrest at Lahore
airport because he was
declared a proclaimed
offender.

It is unclear when

time prime minister’s re-
turn to the country. They
shared that the decision
to approach the court
was discussed with
Nawaz, Shehbaz Sharif
and Maryam Nawaz in
recent meetings held in
London.

Meanwhile,  the
sources also said that a
protective bail applica-
tion may also be submit-
ted in the court just two
days before Nawaz’s re-
turn in which it would be
prayed that the PML-N
supremo should not be
arrested for seven days

the party would exactly and he would surrender
approach the courts for himself before the rel-
bail PML-N officiak, evant court

who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity,
shared that the party’s
legal team would ap-
proach LHC for bail a
week before the three-

e party sources
shared (e PVEN
legal team may take a
stance in the plea that
Maryam had already
been acquitted in the

case inwhich Nawazwas
convicted. With the ac-
quittal of Maryam and
Captain (retd)
Muhammad ~ Safdar,
Nawaz s likely to get full
legal benefits from the
court. The publication
reported that the team
would also give guaran-
tees to the court that
Nawaz would surrender
himself before the rek-
evant trial court.

Party sources said if
the bail is approved then
Nawaz would not go to
jail immediately on his
return home and he
would also be able to
address the public gath-
ering planned at Minar-
¢ Pakastan grounds. The

N supremo
reached Londonon .
vember 19,2019, when he
fell critically ill in prison.

Ttwasalkeged by the

Sharif family that the
Tmran Khan-led govem-
ment and his backers had
tried to poison Nawaz.
He was treated at the
Harley Street Clinic and
London Bridge Hospital
for four months.

The three-time
prime minister had been
diagnosed with an im-
mune system disorder
and doctors in Pakistan
recommended that he
should go abroad for
treatment as his condi-
tion continued to dete-
riorate despite the best
possible care in the
country.

However, in August
of this year, PML-N
President Shehbaz an-
nounced that Nawaz
would return to Pakistan
on October 21 to lead the
party’s election cam-
paign.

Security forces casualties in fight against

terrorism hits eight-year high:

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Close to 386 personnel
including 137 army
and 208 cops ve
lost their lives in |hc first
nine months of 2023 in

Q3 2023. The report
noted that there was a
consistent and alarming
ing in violence in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) and Balochistan.

ht against terror- Equally greater con-
sm, largely in Khyber cern is the collective per-
Pakhtunkhwa

and centage of violence-re-
Balochistan, putting it lated lities recorded
in these two pmvm S

333 (31%)
s t he Cemre for
and Security
Studies (CRSS) report -

Thonihs of 2023.
Dmmg the

el ikt 5 A o e 08 2

report

10445 inQ3 0f 2023, This
includes a staggering
131% uptick recorded in

quarter of 2023, cl
445 people lost their lives
and 440 were injured in

190 ter: and 28% in
counter-terror ope: Wimessed a
tions. The report stated tantial 67% de-

that KP and Balochistan
were the epicenter of the
violence, dccmmlmg for
nearly 94% of fatal

and 89%

se in violence com-

¢
pared to the last quarter,
while Sindh saw a 283%
rise in violence though
the number of fatalities
was very low (23). Nearly
79% of all violence-re-

in the third quarter of
2023 resulted from terror-
i l. where 141 terrori

used 318 fa
nd 381 m_]unes of
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HYDERABAD: Workers of Pakistan Peoples Party (SB) hold a protest against
the Sakrand incident, in Hyderabad.

A

IQUETTA: Presidet Mar RaheeAgha speaks

during a press conference.
US govt shutdown: Last-minute House vote
approves 45-day funding extension

WASHINGTON (INP): any funding for Ukraine,
In a dramatic cleventh- a contentious issue that
hour twist, the United has polarized hwmakers.
States House of Repre- The Senate's stance on
sentatives has voted the bill remains uncer-
overwhelmingly, 335 to tain, as the Senate was
91, in favor of a 43-day poised to vote on s bi-
extension of federal partisan funding_pro-
funding. posalat the same time as

The fate of the bill the House. House Demo-
now hangs in the bal- crats attempted to stall
ance as it heads to the progress on their bill to
Senate, castinga shadow give the Senate an op-

Ta]ran

cratic support for weeks,
performed a_political
about-face. Facing the
specter of a shutdown,
McCarthy implored both
parties (o set aside their
differences and prioritize
the American people's
welfare. "What [ am ask-
ing, Republicans and
Democrats alike, put
your partisanship away,
focus on the American

to approve discretionary
spending for the upcom-
ing fiscal year, which
starts on October 1. The
consequences of a shut-
down ripple throughout
the federal government,
impacting a wide range
of services from welfare
distribution to the opera-
tion of federal courts,
museums, and national
parks. During the last

of uncertainty over the public," McCarthy urged ~portunity to vote firston  shutdown, approxi-
nation's finances. reporters before the their version, which in- mately 800,000 federal

However, the broad  vote. cludes aid for Ukraine, workers were fur-
bipartisan support in the Thebillnot only ex- As the Senate deliber- loughed, forced to leave

House has increased
pressure on senators to
accept the stopgap mea-
sure and avert a poten-
tially disastrous govem-
ment shutdown. House
Speaker Kevin
McCarthy, R-Calif., who
had steadfastly refused
to consider any spend-
ing bill requiring Demo-

Hangu attacker’s prints not in Nadra
database: police

and nine people were in-
jured in the bombing of
the mosque, located in-
side a compound along
with the living quarters
and police barracks, of-
ficials said. Policemen
posted at the Doaba po-
lice station and owners
of nearby shops usually
attended prayers there.
On Friday, two as-
sailants on a motorcycle
tried to enter the com-
pound. However, when
confronted by policemen
at the entrance of the
compound, one of the

PHMA new body calls for enhancing value-
added textile exports

and asked the knitwear
and garment exporters
to prepare themselves
for meeting the global
challenges so that ex-
ports could be en-
hanced by fully ex-
ploitingnew opportuni-
ties.

The new senior
vice chairman
Amanullah  Khan
vowed that value-
added textile industry
was ready to work
closely with the gov-
ernment with a view
to enhance the exports
and revive the growth.

tends federal funding
but also grants an exten-
sion of authorization for
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration until the end
of the year and allocates
$16 billion for emer-
gency disaster assis-
tance as requested by
the White House. Nota-
bly, it does not include

ated, the House Appro-
priations Committee's
Democratic staff re-
leased an analysis. criti-
cizing the bill for ts omis-
sion of Ukraine funding,
adding another layer of
complexity to an already
delicate situation. A gov-
ernment shutdown oc-
curs when Congress fails

their jobs temporarily
without pay. This time
around, the effects could
extend even further, po-
tentially affecting an
even larger number of
workers across various
federal agencies, includ-
ing the Department of
Defense and members of
the US military.

men was shot dead.
According to an ini-
ial report,
an explosion took place
after the man was shot,
which was attributed to
a grenade. In the smoke
and confusion, the other
atta-cker managed to en-
ter the mosque and blew
himself up. The report
also said that while fin-
gerprint samples were
obtained, no match for
them could be found in
the database. “It means
that the suicide bomber,
whose fingerprints were

PESHAWAR (INP): The
fingerprints of a suicide
bomber, who left five
people dead when he
blew himself up at a
mosque in Hangu on Fri-
day, do not match any
available in the Nadra
database, suggesting
that he may be an un-
known man or a for-
cigner. According o po-
lice, “initial probe sug-
gests that the suicide at-
tack on the police station
was carried out by Is-
lamic StateKhorasan (IS-
K).” Five lives were lost

acquired, was an un-
known. Further probe
will ’s
whereabouts,” the initial
assessment report read.
A case has been regis-
tered with the
counterterrorism depart-
ment in Kohat and an in-
vestigation is underway,
the assessment report
read. Peshawar Corps
Commander Hassan
Azhar Hayat, who vis-
ited the site, lauded the
bravery of the police per-
sonnel guarding the
compound.

He also stressed the
need for adopting new
technology so that
Pakistan’s exports
may be able to cope
with the emerging
challenges in interna-
tional arena.

Zonal Chairman
Farrukh Igbal urged
the government to un-
dertake thorough re-
search and also brief
the SMEs of the details
of such challenges.

Vice chairman
Khawaja Musharaf
Igbal hoped that the
government would

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The Pakistan
Hosiery Manufactur-
ers Association
(PHMA) has elected
Nahid Abbas and
Farrukh Igbal unop-
posed as central chair-
man and zonal chair-
man of the north zone
respectively for the
year 2023-24. In the
same way Amanullah
Khan and Khawaja
Musharaf Igbal were
elected unopposed as
senior vice chairman
and vice chairman of
the Association’s north

zone for the next year.

According to a
press release issued
here, the PHMA ex-
ecutive committee, in
its meeting held here
on Sunday, also ap-
proved the results of
the elections.

The new central
chairman  Nahid
Abbas, addressing the
meeting, called for giv-
ing a boost to the ex-
port sector by adopt-
ing diversified market-
ing techniques and ex-
tending practical sup-
port to the industry,

o terrorists killed, cop martyred in attack
on Mianwali patrolling post

MIANWALI (INP): A ther attacking law en- committing suicide at-
police constable was forcement agencies or tacks.

martyred aftera group of
terrorists attacked a
Punjab Highway Patrol-
ling Post in Mianwali. A
crossfire also left two
terrorists dead and an-
other severely injured.

According to a
Punjab Police spokes-
man, a group of more
than 10 terrorists at-
tacked Eisa Khel Kundal
patrolling post in carly
hours.

An exchange of fire
took place between the
suspects and Punjab
police officials who
foiled an attempt of the
suspects to enter the
pa(m]]mg post's build-

battle ensued for about
four hours and PHP offi-
cials repulsed the attack.

Punjab police chief
Dr Usman Anwar said
the deceased suspects
were involved in terror-
ists activities across the
country. He said a hunt
had been launched to
trace the runaway sus-
pects.

He said Punjab po-
lice along other security
forces were fighting the
terrorists, adding CTD
has 5o far conducted 130
intelligence-based op-
crations.

The Punjab police
were put on high alert fo
protect life and property
of the masses, the
Punjab IG said.
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Kundal in morning. He
willattend the funeral of
the martyred cop. Aspike
in terrorism has recently
been witnessed in recent
days as terrorists arc ci-

% The firing Ieft two
suspects dead and PHP
head constable Haroon
Khan martyred. Khan
suffered bullet wound in
his eye. The spokesman
further said the gun
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82-Year-Old Senior Citizen Left Shocked by Hefty QESCO Bill
“Look, they also sent a hefty electricity bill to me”,

82-year-old,

Haji Abdul Manan lamented. The elderly man was spotted by the
Daily Quetta Voice team on the main Zarghoon Road, which houses
the Governor’s House and Chief Minister’s Secretariat the other
day. “QESCO says, pay more than Rs.12000 bill”, the aged man
complained. QESCO has launched anti power supply theft drive in
Quetta and other parts of Balochistan. However, the elderly man
complains he was a daily wage worker and had no money to pay

hefty QESCO bils.

Lack of growth, investment aggravates economy,
incentives for industry must: Anjum Nisar

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry’ Busi-
nessmen Pancl (BMP) has called
for putting the economy on a sus-
tainable growth, asking the gov-
emment to provide incentives to
the trade and industry, as the busi-
ness confidence has taken a sig-
nificant hit due to lack of invest-
ment and growth, exacerbating
cconomic challenges further.
Fornxr presidentFPCCl and
Chairman BMP Mian Anjum Nisar
asked the govemment to address
the underlying structural vulner-
abilities through smooth energy
supply at competitive rates, as
countiy’s overallexport proceeds
continued to shrink, showing a
pessimism about the conditions
and prospects of the businesses
amidst various economic crises to
worsen business insecurity.
Mian Anjum Nisar under-
scored the need for the govem-
ment to take immediate steps to
address the concemns of the busi-
ness community, including imple-
menting policies that support
business growth, promoting em-
ployment and productivity
through incentives, and address-
ing inflation and currency depre-
ciation. Failure to do so will only
exacerbate thecourtry’s economic
challenges and hinder its ability
to attract investment and create

jobs.

The BMP Chairman said that
the govemment has increased the
gas and clectricity tariffs and, at
the same time, also the subsidy
has been phased out, which will
further increase the cost of pro-
duction, Month on month in-
creases in consumer prices may
be countered by a further mean
reverting international commod-
ity prices and some exchange rate
stability duc to decreased pace of
depreciation.

He further stated that the cur-
rent vicious uncertainty, which is
aggravating each other’s impact,
is eroding business confidence,
as the political tug of war and the
inconsistent approach of the gov-
emment is leading to a trust defi-
cit between the business commu-
nity and the govemment and be-
tween the intemational commu-
nity and the govemment,

The Businessmen Panel
chaimman said that the export drop
shows the government would find
it difficult to achieve the indus-
trial growth and export target,
leading to more pressure on for-
cign exchange reserves of the
country. Quoting the data, he
pointed out that remittances wit-
nessed significant drop during the
first half of the current year, ex-
ports declined, foreign direct in-
vestment dipped by 654 million

dolars, portfolio investment plum-
meted from negative 45.5 to nega-
tive 1032 million dollars, Public
Sector Development Program de-
creased by 122 billion rupees and
creditto privatesector from 1043.1
t0 703.6millon rupees. He added
that the government’s policies that
promote employmentand produc-
tivity through incentives to busi-
nesses, including tax benefits,
subsidies, and skill development,
can help. He also highlighted that
inflation is the most cited prob-
lem that businesses would like the
govemment to solve. Referring to
the report of business confidence,
he said 66% of businesses per-
ceive themselves as facing bad or
worse conditions, with a 7% in-
crease in businesses reporting
very bad business conditions.
Most business types reported the
business being ina bad state, with
a 50-50 split between good and
bad conditions in the construc-
tion, cosmetics, and industrial
machines and equipment sector.
Around 70% of bus
ceive bad conditions in Sind!

and 64% in Punjab. The re-
port highlights that 61% of busi-
nesses in the first quarter of 2023
said future expectations are nega-
tive while the Net Future Business
Confidence score has worsened
by 11% since the previous quar-
terand is now at-22%.

Germany announces €2m aid
for Pakistan

erman Consul

General n Karachi Dr Rudiger Lotz
said that Germany will provide €2
million in aid to Pakistan till 2027
under the World Food Program.

He said this during a book
launch event organised by Ger-
man-Pakistan Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry(GPCCI) here in
Karachi,

The book launch event titled,
“Landmarks of Pakistan” con-
tained pen and ink drawings of
historical places of Pakistan by a
German Painter, Ms. Ute Elpers.

German Consul General in
Karachi Dr Rudiger Lotz said, “To-
night it is an event where we do
not talk [about] politics or busi-
ness but about culture. The book
has landmarks covering the coun-
try. all four provinces of Pakistan.
We have in the book the Faisal
Mosque in Islamabad and the

Quaid-i-Azam Mausoleum in
Karachi... and so on. What I
found particularly charming is the
old who loved this country, its
people and culture and started to
take herink and pen to draw these
buildings and the love of the
country which she had never
seen.”

Speaking at the event, care-
taker Tourism Minister Arshad
Wali Mohammad said, “Today we
have gathered to celebrate a re-
markable fusion of art, culture and
intemational cooperation exempli-
fied by this coffee table book, an
initiative of the German Pakistan
Chamber of Comnerceand Indus-
wy(GPCCI).

This project underscores the
enduring ties between Germany
and Pakistan highlighting cultural
exchange and fostering mutual
understanding”.

Ute Elpers (1935-2019) was a
highly gifted artist trained as a
porcelainand ceramic painter who
worked as a technical drawer in
road and bridge construction. She
also learned the art of using spe-
cial ink pens.

In 2003 Ute became a mem-
ber of the Humanity Care Foun-
dation based n Muerster, Ger.
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[SLAMABAD Prcsldcnt Dr. Arif Alviaddressing the concluding session of the
Seerat-un-Nabi(PBUH) Conference.

‘Prison for Muslims’: Indian father-son
duo seek refuge in Pakistan

KARACHI (INP): An Indian
Muslim and his son who fled their
home country citing religious per-

secution and arrived in Pakistan
earlier this month have appealed
to the government not to deport
them and allow them to stay un-
der “anyrestrictions,” wrote Arab
News, an English-language daily
newspaper published in Saudi
Arabia.

Arab News covered in detail
the journey of the father and his
son. Here is what the newspaper
wrote:

“Journalist Mohammad
Hasnain, 63, and his son Ishaq
Amir, 31, atechnician at an Indian
company, hail from Jamshedpur,
an industrial city located in the
state of Jharkhand bordering
West Bengal. Their journey to
Pakistan involved flying from New
Dehi o the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) on September S, where they
got visas for Afghanistan and
then flew onwards to Kabul and
subsequently to Kandahar, Fi-
nally, they paid a driver a lttle over
$200 dollars to drive them across
the border to Chaman in
Pakistan’s  southwestern
Balochistan province, where they
arrived on Sept. 14.”

The two are now living at a
shelter in Karachi, and say they
left their country out of “helpless-
ness” over repeated attacks by
Hindu extremists.

Rights groups allege mis-
treatment of Muslims, some 14
percent of India’s 1.3 billion
people, under Narendra Modi,
who became prime minister in
2014. In reports on human rights
and religious freedom, the US
State Department has also raised
concems over treatment of Mus-
lims, Hindu Dalits, Christians and
other religious minorities in India
while also listing a crackdown on
journalists.

Activists point t0 a 2019 citi-
zenship law described as *funda-
mentally discriminatory” by the
United Nations human rights of-
fice for excluding Muslim mi-
grants, an anti-conversion legis-
ation challenging the constitu-
tionally protected right to freedom
of belief, and the 2019 revoking of
Muslim-majority Kashmir’s spe-

cial status. There has also been
demolition of Muslim properties
in the name of removing illegal
construction and a ban on wear-
ing the hijab in classrooms in
Karmataka when Mod{'s BIP party
was in powerin that state. Attacks
by cow vigilantes are also on the
rise. “You can consider that India
is like a prison for Muslims, you
can eat, drink, and dress up but
you don’t have freedom of any
kind, you are considered a sec-
ond-class citizen,” Hasnain told
Arab News from the Karachishel-
ter where he s staying. “If some
injustice happens to you, there is
10 one to listen to you, the police
Won °t listen, the courts won’t lis-
ten.

" Hasnain, who was the editor
of an Indian weekly publication
“The Media Profik,’ was also tar-
geted for his journalism.

“I’s common for journalists
to provide commentary on gov-
emment policies, every journalist
does it,” he said, holding up a
copy of the publication he worked
for. “Every journalist talks about
the poor conditions in an arca. |
also used to write about the in-
justices faced by Muslims due to
their religion. This used to rile
the [Indian government] up.”

Amir, the son, said he had
been beatén up by right-wing Hin-
dus three times, in 2018, 2019 and
2020. In 2021, he said both father
and son were beaten up.

“I filed formal complaints in
the company, but there was no
reaction, no action taken,” Amir
said of the attacks that took place
athis workplace.

“Instead, the reaction always
seemed to be directed at me. [ en-
dured beatings, heard abusive
slogans, and was even forced to
chant derogatory slogans against
Pakistan and Islam. IT we answer
them, we will get thrashed and if
we don’t, then we have to live with
our heads down.”

Once in Pakistan, the father
and son met police officials who
advised them to seck refuge at a
shelter run by the Edhi Founda-
tion, Pakistan’s largest charity or-
ganization. They are now living
there under the supervision of two
policemen, and arenot allowed to

leave the premises.

‘Asked about the pair’s legal
status, deputy inspector general
(DIG) of police Asad Raza directed
Arab News to speak to the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency (FIA).
An FIA spokesperson said the
agency had nothing to do with
the Indian nationals since they
were being handled by police of-
ficials. The Indian High Commis-
sion did not respond to emails
seeking comment about the case.

Asked what they would do if
the Pakistani government refused
to grant them asylum, Hasnain
said the pair would be out of op-
tions. “We just want to be given
refuge, we are not demanding any-
thing else,”” he said. “You [Paki-
stan go\'emmem] can impose any
restrictions you want, give us any
punishment you desire, do what-
ever you want, we have no com-
plainis. All we seek is permission
to livein this country ... I canonly
make one request: where 250 mil-
lion people are lving, please spare
aplace for two more.

Hasnain denied he and his
son were seeking refuge in Paki-
stan at the behest of Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence (IST)
agency to tarnish India’s reputa-
tion or had arrived in Pakistan on
an espionage mission.

“I refute both claims,”
Hasnain said. “Neither the Indi-
ans have sent us here nor the Pa-
kistanis bmugh( us under their
patrona;

Asked why he opted for Pa-
kistan and not Bangladesh, which
is closer to his hometown and
where he would have received a
visa more easily, the journalist
pointed to New Delhi’s influence
over the administration in Dhaka.

“It would have been like fall-
ing out of the frying pan and into
the fire,” he said. “If the Indian
government were to someday ask
for our return, the Bangladeshis
would hand us over within a sec-
ond.”

Amir, whose father separated
from his mother several years ago,
didn’t even tell his mother before
fleeing India.

“Now that we have come
here, allthat we hope foris mercy,”
he said. “We seek refuge.”

PIAF terms ever-increasing cost of produc-
tion real threat to businesses

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Paki-

stan Industrial and Traders As-

sociations Front(PIAF) has said

that high cost of doing business

has proved to be dangerous for
as ever-

many. She was
Folker Flasse (retd), ESRAN
Humanity Care Foundation, a
charitable organization registered
in Germany and Pakistan, to sup-
port its humanitarian work in Pa-
kistan. In 2005 Ute started her pen
nnd ink drawings of historic buld-

cost of production is the real
threat to the economy amidst
frequent upward revisions in
policy rate and continuous fluc-
tuations in rupee against dollar.

In a statement on Sunday,
Chalrman PIAF Faheemur
Rehman Saigol said that constant

hrincs and landscapes. She por.
trayed through her pen and ink
drawings the rich and diverse ar-
chitectural and cultural heritage
of Pakistan.

hike in power tariff has pushed
the electricity prices higher and
added to the already soaring cost
of trade and industry. He asked
the government to shut down

HYDERABAD: Workers of Sunni Tehreek Pakistan hold a protest rally against
terrorists, who were involved in the Mastung bomb blast.

all exp oil-based power
plants to ensure availability of
cheaper energy for consumers.
He condemned the government
for shifting power distribution
companies’ inefficiencies’ bur-
den to the consumers by jack-
ing up the tariff under the guise
of Fuel Charges Adjustment.
He observed that the ag-
gressive economic measures,
high borrowing rates, inflation,
oppressive taxation and unstable
currency have been negatively
affecting running businesses.
Witha view to deal with fis-
cal challenges, Faheemur
Rehman Saigol asked the eco-
nomic managers to work on the
three-way strategy by imple-
menting short-term goals that
will help to keep gencrating re-
sources for smooth fiscal op-
erations, medium-term goals
where the they should focus on
financial inclusion, document-

ing the economy by designing a
system where all businesses
can be registered and properly
document their income includ-
ing collection of sales tax, initi-
ating the process of privatization
as well as improving gover-
nance by introducing reforms
in each sector. He said thatas a
long-term goal, the country
must focus on improving its
human capital, and revamping
IT sectors by extending facili-
tations and providingall the req-
uisite supports. Inthe same way,
we also need to work on de-
signing a comprehensive and
proactive strategyto tackle chal-
lenges related to strengthening
border security and implement-
ingeffectiveand comprehensive
Anti-Money Laundering and
Terrorist Financing measures
holding accountable and taking
to task all those who are in-
volved inillegitimate activities,
undermining both our economy
and national interests. The PIAF
Chairman stated that the signifi-
cant jump in electricity prices
and hike in gas tariffs to meet
the IMF condition will put ad-
ditional burden ofbillions of ru-
pee onconsumers. He observed
that it is unfortunate that the au-
thorities inall governments con-
unucd to approve billions of ru-
pees’ additional burden on con-
sumers through a direct tariff
increase andanindirectincrease
through the withdrawal of sub-
sidies given to exporters and
farmers earlier. He said that the
government liquidity and exter-
nal vulnerability risks are el-

evated and there remain consid-
crable risks around it’s abilityto
secure required financing to
fully meet its needs for the next
fow years.

Itis to be noted that the au-
thorities had pledged to stop any
further rise in circular debt add-
ing that around Rs 250 billion
was added to the gas circular
debt annually though the actual
figures are available with Petro-
leum Division. However, if 11.5
percent price hike for SNGPL
and 11 percent tariff for SSGC
was not implemented then the
circular debt will rise to Rs 740
billion. At present, the gas tariff
for residential consumers is Rs
450 per mmbtuin the Sui South-
ern Gas Company system
against the prescribed price of
Rs 850 per mmbtu and Rs 400
per mmbtu in the Sui Northern
Gas Pipeline Limited system
against the prescribed price of
Rs 1,007 per mmbtu, showing
a significant gap between sale
price and actual cost of gas.
Faheemur Rehman Saigol said
that the economic managers did
not have any pragmatic plan to
address this liability, apart from
asking for more loans to repay
existing debt. Likewise, the tar-
get for current financial year’s
exports is too low to meet the
country’s revenue. The con-
ventional approach of focusing
solely on improving exports
whilé pursuing a passive and
imprudent foreign policy to-
wards neighboring countries,
poses a significant challenge in
meeting export targets.




