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Growers Threaten Protest Across Balochistan Over Power Sup-
ply and Taxation Issues

Staff Reporter :

QUETTA: The Zamindar Action Committee has
threatened to take to the streets across Balochistan,
organizing widespread protest demonstrations
against a backdrop of pressing issues, including
the non-supply of electricity to agricultural feeders,
severe 22-hour force load shedding, the restoration
of agricultural taxes, alkeged misbehavior by QESCO,
arrests related to unpaid bills, and other demands.

Protests on October 5

Malik Nascer Ahmad Shahwan, the chairman
of the Zamindar Action Committce, the head of the
commitiee announced its strategic plan. They have
called for a central demonstration scheduled for
October |1 inQuetta, the provincial capital, followed
by a wheel jam strike slated for October 18 through-
out Balochistan. -

6-members committee
formed

The committee has also established a 6-mem-
ber support and consultation committee, compris-
ing representatives from various parties, traders,
and transporters, to foster unity and coordination
among stakeholders.

To keep the public informed and engage politi-

cal leaders, a press conference has been scheduled for October 4 at the local press club. During this

conference, leaders from various political parties
will address the media and provide insights into the
decisions made by the Zamindar Action Committce.

Prominent personalities

Key figures participating in the action commit-
tee meeting included Kazim Khan Achakzai, Haji
Aziz Sarpara, Haji Muhammad Afzal Bengalzai, Malik
Manzoor Noshirwani, Haji Obaidullah Panizai and
others were present.

They criticize QESCO

During the meeting, attendees expressed their
strong disapproval of QESCO Babchistan’s alleged
landlord-killing policy, describing it as a shocking
act that is wholly unacceptable. The commitee is
determined to fight vigorously against this perceived
oppression, pledging to use all available means to
protect the interests of landlords in the region. The
Zamindar Action Committee’s protests and advo-
cacy efforts mark a significant moment in
Balochistan’s ongoing struggle to address critical
issues affecting the agricultural sector. As these
developments unfold, the committee’s actions are
expected to garner increased attention and support
from various quarters. Stay tuned for further up-
dates on this evolving situation

Tragic Incident in Quetta: Mother and Four Daughters Take Their Lives Amidst Alarm-
ing Domestic Violence

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a devastating and deeply tragic in-
cident that has shaken the community of Hazara
town in Quetta, a mother and her four young
daughters have taken their own lives, allégedly
as a result of relentless domestic violence.

A to local law authori-
ties, the mother resorted to consuming poison,
tragically bringing her four innocent children
along with her on this harrowing journey.

The incident occurred this past Monday,
sending shockwaves through the tight-knit com-
munity.

Local police are actively investigating the cir-
cumstances surrounding this heartbreaking

event, and further actions are currently under-
way to bring justice to those affected.

Local Community in Hazara
Town Shaken by Devastating
Domestic Violence Incident

Neighbors and community members have ex-
pressed their grief and outrage at the tragedy, em-
phasizing the urgent need for increased awareness
and intervention in cases of domestic violence.
This heart-wrenching incident serves as a stark
reminder of the critical importance of addressing
domestic violence and supporting those who may

be suffering silently.

It is a poignant call to action for society to
unite against this pervasive issue and ensure that
those in vulnerable situations receive the help and
support they desperately need.

Investigation Underway:
Mother’s Poisoning and Loss of
Four Daughters in Quetta

As the investigation unfolds, the community
mourns the loss of a mother and her four daughters,
hoping that their tragic story will inspire meaning-
ful change in the fight against domestic violence.

PAKISTAN

Expandsd Programme

Levies foils major terror bid in Kohlu,
recovered arms ammunitions

Yousaf Marri:

KOHLU: The Quick Response Force (QRF)
foiled a major terrorism bid by seizing a huge
cache ofarms and ammunition in Kahan Tehsil
of the district on Monday.

Levies QRF Sibi Zone took action on the
report of intelligence organizations in the area
of Tehsil Kahan, Levies sources said. They
informed a large number of arms and ammuni-
tion were recovered in the operation.

3 anti-tank mines also recov-
ered
The weapons recovered by levies forces
include 03 anti-tank mines, 08 anti-person mines
(APMs), 02 APM small, 04 rocket-propelled
grenade (RPG) 7, 04 BM 12 missiles, 05 hand

grenades, 08 81 mortanounds 01120 rounds -

inoperation.

Mortars were destroyed, 01 Russian mor-
tar, 14 AGS 17 grenades, and one kg of explo-
sives were recovered, Levys officials men-
tioned. A total of 12 guns were also recovered
in the operation, Levies officials narrated.

The operation was underway
for 11 hours
The operation continued for 11 hours con-
tinuously, in which more than 40 levies officers
participated.
Kohlu is considered to be one of the sensi-
tive districts of Balochistan.

Militants in the past have carried out at-
tacks against law enforcement agencies and
pro-government officials in the Kohlu area.

However, there has been calm in the dis-
trict for the last few years following success-
ful intelligence-based operations in the district,
which borders with Dera Bugti district.

CS Balochistan Launches Anti-Polio Drive,
Administers Polio Drops to Children

Health Desk:

QUETTA: The Anti-Polio Drive was hunched across
Balochistan like in other parts of the country on
Monday moming. Chief Secretary Baloc histan,
Shakeel Qadir Khan administered polio drops to
children below the age of five years. Secretary of
Health Balochistan, Asfandyar Khan, Head of the
Emergency Operation Cell(EOC), Syed Zahid Shah
and others were also present on the occasion.

“Govemment is committed to eradicating the
crippling virus”, Shakeel Qadir Khan vowed on the
occasion. The fop civilian officer of the province
stated that fool-proof security measures were
adopted by the govemment to provide security for
polio volunteers across the province.

More than 2.4 million children
to be administered polio drops

1z

Balochistan polio-free
for the last two years

During the campaign, the health department
has set the target of administering anti-polio drops
to more than 2.4 million children in Balochistan.
Thousands of teams have also been formed to en-
sure the success of the campaign.

“No chikl would be missed and anti-pofio drops
would be administered to all the children”, the CS
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stated. He directed all government de-
partments to boost coordination to eradicate the
polio virus from the province.

Balochistan has been polio virus for more than
two years. The last polio virus case was reported in
January 2021 from the Killa Abdullah district of
Balochistan. However, the health officials feared that
polio environmental samples were detected in the
Pishin district of Balochistan.

The provincial govemment has tightened se-
curity across Balochistan to ensure peace and avoid
the occurrence of any untoward incidentin the prov-
ince.
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BY Huma Yusuf:

IT has been a bad week

ithi for refugees. A debate is
When Quetta razed to ground within 30 | o Adgevue s
UN's refugee convention
seconds 88 years ago Py o
- recent Financial Times
Editorial poll found that 56 per
Quetta, Pakistan’s southwestern city was razed to ground within 30 sec- | cent of Americans and
onds when a powerful earthquake struck 88 years ago. The deadliest | 60pc of Britons say im-
earthquake of 1935 still haunts the people. Strong tremors jolted this | migration is too high.
mountain-ringed city between 2:33 to 340 am when people were in their | Closer to home, our in-
deep sleep on May 31st. 1935. The earthquake was recorded 7.7 on the | terim government
reactor scale. It was Chiltan fault located in the South West of the city | authorised the deporta-
that destroyed the city. Chiltan and Chaman fault pose a serious threat to | tion of undocumented
Quetta and parts of northem and central Balochistan. Afghan refugees. Our
British rulers declared emergency after the deadliestearthquake of 1935 | policymakers should
The English colonial rulers declared an emergency in the aftermath | closely follow the evolv-
of the deadliest earthquake, which claimed more than 30,000 lives. Res- | ing global rhetoric on
cue workers and military personnel were moved from Bombay to Quetta | refugees for it will inevi-
in passenger trains to assist in the rescue efforts. Local tribesmen from | tably affect Pakistan’s
neighboring Pishin, Mastung and other areas also rushed towards the city | global standing.
to participate in the rescue operation. It is not surprising
It took weeks and months for the rescue workers to retrieve the | that refugees are back in
dead bodies buried beneath the rubbles of the houses. The earthquake | the headlines. Accord-
destroyed main commercial center of the city. ing to the UNHCR, the
Specific building code was introduced for Quetta UN refugeeagency, as of
The British rulers introduced a specific building code for Quetta in | May this year, more than
view of the looming danger of earthquakes. For sometime, the building | 110 million individuals
code was implemented in latter and spirit. However, that is no more than | Were forcibly displaced
the case when it comes to the implementation of the building code in the | due to conflict, persecu-
city. tion or human ights vio-
Over 700 building constructed in violation of building code lations, of which more
As per the statistics of the metropolitan corporation Quetta, around | than  35m  were
700 buildings have been constructed in the city in violation of building | categorised as refugees.

code. Pakistan is in a
Substandard materials are also being used in construction, which | double bind. On the one
can cause more human losses in the case of any future carthquakes. hand, as the preferred

Experts have warned that there is ticking bomb beneath Quetta and ' destination for over 2m
precautionary measures need to be adopted to ensure quality construc- Afghan refugees, it
tion and implementation of building code to avoid human losses in the ~faces international pres-
case of any natural calamity. sure to signup to the UN

Refugee question

refugee convention (Pa- ready to send Afghans, vention, but on the con- sharing of best practices
Kistan is not a signatory including girls and dition that its Western for refugee/ asylum
and thus does not have women, back to a coun- allies provide it withsup-  frameworks could be a
national legislation guid- try where human rights ~port to comply withnon-  key element of the grow-
ing refugee and asylum violations are extreme. ~ refoulement require- ing partnership between
protocols or non- Pakistan uses de- ments (the prohibition the two states. Pakistan
refoulement, which is portations as a way to on states to return indi- could also serve as a
why it can deport vulner- demonstrate it is crack- viduals to places where valuable interlocutor
able Afghans without ing down on cross-bor- they would be at risk). with allies such as China
breaching local or inter- der militancy, while also Indeed, refugee manage- and the GCC to encour-
national law). On the hoping it serves as a ment could become a age them to take a
other, as a (growing) ex- pressure tactic to elicit core aqpect of our for- greater share of the glo-
porter of refugees, it will more support from Kabul  eign polic: bal refugee population in
face mounting pressure to limit this security Pakistan since 2021 line with their economic
to stem the tide as well threat. This is largely in- has been resisting set- status, an argument that
as aggressive contain- effective given that most ting up a Resettlement can only be made from
ment approaches. Our Afghan refugees are le- SupportCentreto enable the moral high ground,
economic, security and ~ gitimately fleeing hun- the US to process re- but that would help sus-

foreign policies are not  ger, conflictand women'’s ~ settlement tain the relevance of
adequately equipped to rights violations. of Afghan refugees and Pakistan’s voice glo-
manage the challenge. Pakistan should, in- relocate them onwards  ball, and help secure fair

The interim set-up stead, consider the ben-  to the US. Itargues that treatment for Pakistani
has already faced criti- efits of welcoming Af- an RSC would triggera ~refugees later. The world
cism for ifs decision to ghan refugees, as it has flood of Afghan refu- is ona difficult trajectory
deport undocumented historically done. This gees. The US, mean- and the number of refu-
Afghan refugees (Paki- would be humane and while, refuses to handle ~gees and asylum seekers
stan hosts 1.4m docu- demonstrate that Paki- resettlement cases with- will only soar. Our own
mented Afghan refu- stan does not condone out an RSC. This is an worsening security and
gees; an equal number of ~ the extremism and hor- area for productive en- economic environment
undocumented Afghans rific misogyny of the gagement between Paki- and sickening levels of
are also believed to re- Taliban. It would also stan and the US: religious intolerance
side in the country). The ~position Pakistanwellfor Islamabad can enable mean that Pakistani refu-
refugees complain of ha- future international ne- Washington to meet its gees will be among that
rassment and police mis- gotiations in which it commitments in the count. If wewantto safe-
handling, claiming that would want to advocate wake of its messy Af- guard our compatriots,
Pakistani authorities ~for Pakistani refugees in ghanistan exit, while re- we must change our per-
have been slow to ap- other countries to be ceiving support to man- spective on the refugee
prove registrations and treated humanely and in age the influx of refugees ~ challenge. Let’s not for-
visa extension applica- accordance with interna- in exchange. Turkey is get the age-old wisdom
tions. The international tional laws. As a first currently the world’s of doing unto others as
community is raising its step, Pakistan should largest refugee-hosting you would have them do
eyebrow at a country signthe UNrefugeecon- country, and knowledge unto you.

Economic emergency

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

F ~ givenup protocol, privi-  which were dysfunc- but generating employ-
OR most Pakistanis, leges and all pomp and tional and could not be ment and economic ac-
the prevailing economic Show attached to his st right. tivity. That is the attitude
conditions have un- high office. The admin- In this time of emer- our bureaucracy and
leashed unprecedented istration, too, needs to gency, we cannot sus- regulators need to de-
hardship. Steep power demonstrate to the fain loss-making enter- velop towards our strug-
tariffs and high fuel people through defini- prises, because it is not ~gling industry. China has
costs have made every- tive actionsthat it stands  our own money but bor-  developed because they
thing expensive. Even With them in this time of rowed money from encouraged industrial
the basic necessities are acute economic emer- which we subsidise (helr and  technological
now beyond the reach of - gency. existence. growth. The US is also
the public. Spending As a general rule, government’s pnrmry boosting its manufactur-
consistently more than official tours abroad job is to regulate, not ing efforts. At our end,
carning has indebted the should be suspended. build financially unsus-  the long-awaited Special
country to the core, We Online mediums are ef- tainable enterprises. An Economic Zones should
have mortgaged the fu- fective in today’s era, even better option is ex- be constructed as a top
ture of even our grand- and our ambassadors ploring public-private ~priority.

z

children. abroad canrepresent us. partnerships. Red tape and cor-
The irony is that There should be no free The centreas wellas ~ ruption are discouraging
while the rest of the electricity foranyone — the provincial govern- foreign and even domes-

country is expected to without exception. No ments cannot create tic irvweslorsvfmrvn Selﬁng
bear the economic freepetrolor designated more jobs thanthey have up industries in Paki-
crunch, for the top tiers Cars either; only car already done. More jobs ~stan. The constitution of
of government, it ap- pools from which ve- can be created only the Special Investment

pears to be busincss as hicles can be requisi- t h r o u g h Facilitation Council
usual. Foreign trips tioned. industrialisation. Our in- seems to be a step in the
abroad have been in full  All loss-making dustry is under pressure right direction. This

force, regardless of the State-owned enterprises not only from the high civil-military initiative
expense involved. Letus  should be closed down ~ costs of inputs, but also  seeks to cut red tape and
bear in mind that foreign ©r privatised in a man- regulatory bodies whose ~encourage investors to
policies are made at ner which is transparent ~officials hound industri- profit from Pakistan’s
home, and not through and judicious for exist- alists, often in search of ~vestment potential in IT,

meetings and ftours ing employees. When bribes. agriculture, cnergy, and
abroad. East Germany merged True, industrialists mining.
Ttis time our govern-  with West Germany, a make profits. but they Circular debt is an-

ment, an interim one mMassive programme of also create jobs, reduc- other big hole in the trea-
though it is, led the aus- privatisation of East ing poverty in the pro- sury. The agreements
terity drive from the German SOES was un- cess. Bamming those who  negotiated with the IPPs
front, particularly when dertaken. They choseto ~exploit the system to re- are clearly loaded
they expect the rest of sell only those that were idies, when an  against the interests of
the country to bear the functional; rehabiltated ~ industrialist expands his the people. All agree-
cconomic pressures. We Some that were not be-  business, he does so be- - ments must be renegoti-
can take a cue from the yond repair and then cause he has the know- ated, including the re-
present chief justice, sold them; and closed how and capital. He is ~cent ones, invoking force
who has voluntarily down the enterprises not exploiting the nation, majeure.

A long four years

By Umair Javed

) changed. Very dramati- ruary2023. intention to vote for it.
Nawaz sharit was cally acoording to most li further confirms Unsurprising for close
ousted from the Prime observers. In close tan- that efforts to portray observers, but a good
Minister’s Office by a dem with this transfor- him in a negative/ dis- data point for those who
dubious Supreme Court mation, the social land- ruptive light through thought the crackdown
decision on July 28,2017. scape has changed a fair court cases and the fall- may have fragmented
He left the country on deal as well. The PTI is out of the May 9 pro- —the party’s support base.
Nov 19,2019. Six years dominant, the social tests have not had any Of greater nterest is
have passed since his profile of its support noticeable impact on its significant gains in
participation in electoral/base has expanded, and how the public per-  voting intention in the
parliamentary politics, the age make-up of the ceives him. A notable province of Punjab —
and four sincé he was last  Pakistani voter contin- omission from the sur-  home to 141 out of 266
in Pakistan. ues its unrelenting veyis theabsence of re- directly elected seats.
When heleft the PM  march downwards. Last  ported favourability fig- Here, PTI (41pc) com-
Office, his party was in week, Gallup Pakistan ures for Bilawal Bhutto- mands a 13-point lead
comfortable control of shared findings of its Zardari, which is worth over the PML-N (28pc),
parliament, with the larg- national public opinion cvaluating given the a gap that has widened
est majority in the Na- poll, withdataon arange PPP’s continued politi- over the preceding year.
tional Assembly for any of political aspects, in- cal strength in Sindh. A Around a year or so ago,
govemment since his last  cluding voting intention ~serics of other confirma-  the PML-N was polling
one between 1997-1999. and favourability ratings tions from the survey are  above 30pc in the prov-
When he left the coun- of political leaders. the following: PTLis the  ince, with the PTl in close
try, his party had been These provide a quanti- most popularparty inthe proximity. Despite re-
weakened by defections, fication of the anccdotal country; its supporters ~ strictions and crack-
but wasstill the dominant  trends and news media feel very strongly about downs on PTI workers,
party in urban Punjab, conversations happen- the party, more so than the party’s favourability
and aclosesecond to the ing over the past six  supporters of other par- continues to translate
PTI in the rest of the months. Data collection el about theirs; into province-wide vot-
province. On the day his ~ took place a monthafier and it is the only party ing ' intention. This
brother took over the the May 9 protests, and  with national political shows that party identi-
premiership on a wafer- thus accounts for any credentials, drawing fication continues to in-
thin margin, following changes in attitudes and  support from all four crease and is not neces-
Imran Khan's con- intentions that hap- provinces. The provin- sarily mediated by the
spiracy-laden ouster, his pened in its afiermath.  cialbreak-up of this sup-  on-ground presence of
party was competitive on The headline find- port is worth analysing the PTI’s local office-
their home urfand could  ing, as ithas been for the in detail. The PTI'S po- bearers or politicians.
have capitalised on imme- last year or so, is that litical hegemony in The results from the
diate anti-incumbent Imran Khan remains the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is  other provinces are akso
sentiment. That ship most popular politician intact, with each survey worth considering. In-
sailed soon afier. in the country. His (and everyckctionesul - tenion to vote for the
At the time of writ- favourability rating is since 2013) showing PTI s the highest out of
ing, in late September holding firm at 60 per stableand/ or increasing all major parties in
2023, none of these cent, around the same support. Nearly 70pc of Balochistan, which is a
trends hold up. The po- rate as the last version respondents inthe prov- further indication of its
litical context has of this survey from Feb- _ince reportan immediate national appeal.

Stepping up

only walk inparks or the Organisation. The top Mexico is not im-
Tnaota, thad e 200d peach nearpmy house two crimes were kidnap- mune from greedy prop-
fortune of attending a and becamebored ofthe ~ ping and rape. erty developers eager to
talk by my favourite same scenery. | was also Tknow [ammore g e n t r i
writer, David Sedaris, conscious of my body safe than a woman who neighbourhoods, but its
where he read froma yet among a sea of men in travels by public trans- govemment is commit-
to be published picce these places. [ occasion-  portbut, fike her, Tamal-  ted to investing in pub-
about his Fitbit, a digital ally walk my dogs in the ways atrisk of something ~ lic spaces because it be-
pedometer which is neighbourhood, but happening to me be- lieves such spaces fos-
worn on your wrist and DHA is ahot, dirty mess ~cause of my sex. This is ter a sense of commu-
monitors your activity. and the walk is not why women bicycle or nity, culture, and iden-
The goal is to take 10,000 pleasant. The beauty of walk with guards behind tity. While Mexico has
steps every day, which walking — whetheraim- them. This is why they one of the highest crime
is  roughly  eight less or withpurpose — drive to gated parks o rates in the world and its
kilometres. is that you cannot pre- walk or watch their chil- own versions of DHA,
When 1 began dictyour experience.  drenplay, ortakeagroup that divide is not so vis-
graduate school in 2017 Inevitably, every of men whereverthey go ible in public spaces in
in the US, the Fitbit was woman says the most — evenif it’s a few min- the capital. Iwent to sev-
quite common and more  enjoyable part of being utes away. The idea of eral places where the
affordable, so I bought abroad is walking. walking to nearby places government had in-
one. Soon, I became ob- Women want to walk is anathema to most of vested in stationary ex-
sessed with hitting without fear— of stares, ~us. Ourcities hate pedes- ercise machines for
10,000steps, thenreach- harassment and other trians. people to use for free;
ing that goal quicker in worries they carry when But for health rea- they also organise all
the day, and then in- they step out of their sons, I have to resume kinds of activities for
creasing that goal. I did ~safety zones in Pakistan. mywakingpractice. I will free. People also use
not let Chicago’s schizo- Before people getinto a partner with my father. ~these spaces to practise
phrenic weather come  tizzy, pleasetry (o under-  Maybe we’ll take short yoga, dancing, and for
between me and my stand women’s vulner- drives to discover differ- various classes. And
steps. Once the weather ~abilities in public spaces ent _parts  of our they love their dogs.
improved, I would wake here versus anywhere neighbourhood. Organisations work-
atsunrisc and walk to get_else. The outdoors, Tamthinking of time  ing on urban issues who
more steps. I was com-  which has always repre- spent in Mexico City, promote the ‘right to a
peting against myself. T sented freedom, 5 amek- which has so many pub- city’ concept — giving
saw more of the city in ing pot of inappropriate lic parks, including the the power of the city to
my walks than I did as a behaviour here. Crime largest one in_Latin its citizens — can apply
student reporter. statistics prove it. Be- America which is also for grants to invest in
T caught the walking  tween Jan | and April30, one of the oldest in the ~public spaces which may
bug from my father, alife- a totalof 10,365 cases of world: Chapultepec Park. be neglected by the gov-
long avid walker come  violence against women It is spread over 1,695 ernment in favour of
rain or shine, and [ was were reported to_the acres — twicethe sizeof ~wealthier areas. The pri-
determined to continue Punjab police,and 777to  Central ParkinNew York. ~vate sector also invests
my practice once back in  the Sindhpolice, accord- I joked with my family in public spaces when
Karachi. ing to a report by the how it would have been they create their urban
Sadly, that didn’t Sustainable Social De- converted into a hous- projects because it in-
last long, becauseIcould v e 1 o p m e n t ing scheme in Pakistan. ~creases land value.

By Muna Khan:

<

Courting controversy

Tk interi emment to decide unilat- would go on arrival. govemment to be “im-
HE interim govern- gy what constitutes a  Again, a*chrification’ by partial to every person
ment seems to be getting “fair’ election. Former the minister that his gov- and political party” and
itself mired in unneces- prime ministerand PML- emment had no “politi- “restrict itself to activi-
sary political controversy N leader Shahid Khaqan  cal agenda™ did little to ties that are of routine,
at a time when it should ~Abbasi also said it was calm ruffled feathers. non-controversial and
be reassuring people of not the interim PM’s job Earlier, PPP leader urgent” nature.
its commitment to hold- to make such conten- Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari Responsible for
ing free and fair elections. tious statements. decried the absence of a managing “day-to-day
Instead of creating a Anofficial ‘chrifica- “level playing field” for matters which are neces-
propitious environment tion” claiming Kakar’s the polls. Party repre- sary to run the affairs of
for credible polls, which comments had been sentatives publicly as- the Government”, it is
is their main task, gratu- “misunderstood” and sailed the inclusion in barred from lakmg ‘ma-
itous assertions by the “misreported” didlitdeto the interim cabinet of jor policy decisions e;
caretaker prime minister quell the controversy. former bureaucrats cepton urgent matters”.
and some of his cabinet Nor did Kakar’s subse- closely aligned with It cannot take decisions
members arecloudingthe quent explanations. His  PML-N in the past. They that pre-empt the scope
atmosphere and raising _insistence on being non-  insinuated that the in- and sphere of activities
questions about how in- partisan was a response terim government was and powers of the next
clusive the election will to rising criticism, but it acting as a vehicle for elected govemnment.
be. In an interview with was too little, too late. In  PML-N and also ac- It is also not
Associated Press, Prime  fact, his nonstop media ~cused the Election Com-  authorised to make ap-
Minister Anwaar-uk-Haq interviews on political mission of Pakistan of pointments or carry out
Kakar declared that fair issues and daily ser- bias. Ifthe principalrole large-scale shuffles of
elections were possible mons on ‘requirements of a caretaker govern- civil servants that can
even with the exclusion of the law® only com- ment is to oversee free affect theworking or poli-
of PTI leader Imran Khan  pounded the matter. and fair polls and act im- ~ cies ofthe future govern-
and his jailed party mem- Meanwhile, remarks ~ partially, such criticism ment. Overthe years, the
bers. This provoked a by the interim interior from political parties, Supreme Court has up-
sharp response from PTI, minister also drew a furi- who are major contend- held this principle in rul-
which said elections mi- ous response, this time ers inthe upcoming elec-  ings on petitions by gov-
nus Khan would be “un- from  leaders  of tion, suggests it is al- emment employeés and
acceptable, unlawful and  Pakistan’s other major ready falling short on others who challenged
unconstitutional”. Oth- party, PML-N. In an in- fulfilling its responsibili- such transfers. The
ers ako took exception ferview, Sarfraz Bugti ties as envisaged in the judgement in the

o this remark. said Mian Nawaz Sharif Constitution and Elec- KhwajaAsif case in 2013
The Human Rights would be arrested when tions Act of 2017. is a case in point.
Commission of Pakistan he arrived back home The gap between True, an effort was

described Kakar’s claim from abroad if he failed how a caretaker govern- made by the previous
as “illjudged and anti- to getbail. PML-N lead- ment is supposed to act parliament to grant more
democratic” as courts ers accused the minister and the conduct of the powers to the caretaker
had not yet found Khan of “exceeding his juris- Kakar administration is government. But be-
guilty in the legal cases ~diction” and pointed out —evident fromwhat s pre- cause of strident pro-
against him. HRCP also  that it was neither his scrbed bySection2300f tests from treasury and
said it was not for the business nor his deci- the Elections Act, 2017. opposition benches, the
prime minister or his gov-  sion about where Sharif It obliges the interim ~Elections.
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Nawaz Sharif books his ticket to return
home on Oct 21

LONDON  (INP):  The PML-N Sharif's return to the what was seen as a
Former three-time supremo will be ac- homeland on October move to pave the way
prime minister and companied by his staff 21 was irreversible.  for Nawaz’s return,
PML-N  supremo and personal advisors The PML-N  both houses of the par-
Nawaz Sharif has including Muhammad supremo who was liament passed the
booked his air ticket for Waqar, Dr Adnan and serving a sentence in Elections (Amend-
Pakistan, source said Mian Nasir Janjua. jail following his con- ment) Act 2023, which
on Monday. Senator  Irfan viction in a corruption empowered the Elec-
Pakistan Muslim Siddiqui will ako be ac- case had left the coun- tion Commission of
League-N  leader companying the former try in November 2019 Pakistan to unilaterally
Nawaz Sharif will land prime minister. afier getting permission fix the date for elec-
at Abu Dhabi Interna-  Several party kad- from the Islamabad tions and also limits the
tional Airport from Lon- ers and former mem- High Court which al- lawmakers® disqualifi-
don on October 21 bers of parliament alko lowed him to go to the cation period to five
from where he will fly booked their seats on United Kingdom to get years with retrospec-
to Lahore on the same the same flight from medical treatment for iive effect.
ate. Abu Dhabi, sources his ailment. In June, an ac-
Nawaz Sharif has said adding that the In February 2020, countability court also
booked a ticket for PML-N workers from the then government acquitted Nawaz in a
Etihad Airways® busi- different walks of life had declared Nawaz reference pertaining to

ness class. would arrive at Abu Sharif an absconder, the alleged illegal allot- . - .
The sources in- Dhabi airport to receive and later in the same ment of plots in 1986 | |ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairsa meet-
formed that he has them. year, an accountability to the owner of a me-| |ing of the National Task Force for Eradication of Polio.
booked Etihad Airways Talking to the me- court had declared him dia house. Nawaz n v
Flight EY 243 which dia Sunday, PML-N a proclaimed offender Sharif has been living in Trump business empire under threat as New
will land at Lahore’s senior leader and in the Toshakhana ve- Britain for the last four York fi d trial
Allama Igbal Interna- former federal minister hicles reference. years in self-exile and
tional Airport at 6:25 Rana Tanveer Hussain It bears mentioning has decided to return on or : raud tria OPen_s
pm. said  that Nawaz that in June 2023, in Oct 21. WASHINGTON, Oct02 and financial assets of fore a federal judge in get the southem state's
. (INP): Donald Trump the Trump Organization Washington on March4, 2020 election results
faces fresh legal danger  for years. on charges of trying to changed in his favor.
on Monday as a civil Trump said late overthrow the resulis of  IntheNew York civil

fraud trial against the Sunday night he the 2020 presidential case, Engoron ruled that
former presidentand two planned to be present for election won by Joe Trump, his two eldest

of his sons begins in the start of the trial Biden. sons and other Trump
New York, threatening Monday morning. After that, Trump Organization exccutives
the Republican “I'm going to, Court - willbe back in New York lied to tax collectors,

frontrunner's business tomorrow morning to state court, this time on lenders and insurers for
empire as he campaigns  fight for my name and criminal hush money  years inascheme thatex-
to retake the White reputation,” the 77-year- charges, and later in a aggerated the value of
House with four criminal old wrote on his Truth Florida federal court, their properties by $812
cases looming. Social platform. "This where he is accused of million to $2.2 billion be-

In Monday's case, whole casc is a sham!!!" mishandling classified ~tween2014and 2021, As
Judge Arthur Engoron he added. Inaddition to  documents after leaving a result, the judge re-
has already ruled that this civil case, Trump office. Finally, he will voked the business li-
Trump and his sons Eric also faces several major also have to answer to censes that allowed the
and Don Jr. commitied ~criminal proceedings in ~state charges in Georgia, Trump Organization to
fraud by inflating the the months ahead. He is where prosecutors say operate some of its New
value of the real estate scheduled to appear be- Trump illegally tried to  York properies.

PKR’s bullish run against dollar continues

ISLAMABAD, Oct 02 value of the dollar has 1 rupee, settling at arate Rs19.36 in the interbank
(INP): The value of the persisted, with the inter- ofRs287.75. market and Rs42 in the
= S US dollar witnessed a bank rate experiencing a Similarly, in the open  open market. The steady
/A 3 notable decrease of 99 notable drop of 90 market, theUS dollarex- depreciation of the dol-
ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Interior Minister Sarfraz Bugti addressing a press|| paisas, setlingat 286.75 paisas. = perienced a depreciation  lar against the Pakistani
conferen rupees in the interbank Continuing its re- of one and a halfrupees, ~rupee is a significant de-
exchange rate in Karachi cent strengthening trend  bringing its selling price velopment in the local fi-

on the first day of the against the mighty US to 288 rupees and 50 nancial landscape

134 more Suspects identified business week. dollar, the Pakistani ru- paisas. The Qs dollar In the interbank

According to the pee gained further closed the day's trading market, the rupee started

. Bloomberg report, a re- ground at the trading activity with a drop of trading atRs288.64, after
in MD‘ A I Scandal markable surge of amost ~session on Thursday. = Rsl.[ to  settle at anincreaseofRsl.160n
6% has campulted the  Ina recentdevelop- Rs287.74, while in the Wednesday morning.

, N o | PKR 10 a seven-week ment,the valueofthe US ~openmarket itsawade-  Later, the greenback

In o ESHAWAR (INP): workeT - cials have crbcasesinthis connec- . Advocate WAZIF| high against the US dol- dollar witnessed a mod- cline of Rs2 to close at droppedbya futierRel

na major progress in - Lhe oflicials have tion. 050 Appearsc DCOC ] Jar, with the exchange est decline in the inter- Rs288 on Thursday and was traded at

Medicaland Dental Col- said that 3,100 candi- _Secretary of Higher the court on behalf of | 1% Wb the exchange eot decte in the fpie Re288 on Thureday and  wis waded ot

lege Admission Test dates, however, did the  Education Ania Durtani - Jam Awais. The plea has | ™% COSBERi0n mpres” - bank and open iaries e evening Over the st 17 05288 80, while i the

(MDCAT) tes scandal roughwork, . Lold mediathat there was - become redundant after| oroeppqck In the interbank market, rency has depreciated rency lost Rel to settle

e authorities in smanyas 219 can- a gang that took hefty dissolution of the pro- - p d

Peshawar have identified _didates were caughtred- amounts from students vincial bly, the | __1he decline in the the dollar sawa drop of against the rupee by atRs290.

134 more suspected can- handed while cheating in return for helping counselargued. “Recon-

s ol Wbt T e et i St Seven die in Mexico church

Jam Awais’s lawyer said.

Testing and Evaluation was reported, the care- Nazim Jokhio murder: Jam Awais Gohram,
Agency (ETEA) officials taker government of SHC adjourns Jam Speaker Sindh Assem- f ll
have said that these in- Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Awais disqualification bly, Chicf Secretary rooi ¢co apse

dividuals will now ap- (KP) had to declare the plea KARACHI, Oct 02 Sindh and the clection R . . N .
pear before the UFM results of the MDCAT (INP): The Sindh High commission were made| MEXICO ~ CITY  for specialized equip- their way through the ~ for help coming from

Committee. void, and announce that Court on Monday ad- party in the petition filed | (INP): At least seven ment to arrive in order wreckage in search of peoplestuck under the
Their papers, too, the exam would now be journed a petition seek- by Barrister Ali Tahir. | people were killed in  to complete a "final survivors. In a scene wreckage. "Security
will be presented in the reconducted. ing disqualification of “Jam Awais has paid [ Mexico on Sundayaf- search” under the reminiscent of earth- and civil protection
court, they have said, Earlier this month, Jam Awais MPA, keyac- Diyet (blood money) to [ ter the roof of a rubble. Thetvchannel quake recovery ef- forces are already
and added, “When the over 40 candidates, in- cused of Nazim Jokhio the family of the de-| church came crashing showed dozens of ? tts, rescuers could dealing with the situa-
papers of 3,200 success- cluding 20 females, had murder il Nov. 08. ceased in the murder down, local officials peopletryingtoholdup be seen raising their tion... to coordinate
ful candidates were re- beenarrested whilesolv-  The election com- case™. “After paying| said. "Seven people part of the collapsed fists in theairasacall rescue plans,"
checked, it was found ing papers with the help mission sought further Diyet Jam Awais didn’t | are conI'rmedpdead structure with poles for silence so they Tamaulipas Governor

out that they had not of Bluetooth device. Po- time from the court for ~remain truthful and trust- | and 10 injured people while others made might hear any calls Americo.
done the numerical lice had also lodged sev- submitting its reply. worthy,” petitioner said. | have been rescued" in

0 G110 0 the  northeastern p

UK invests $4 billion in nuclear-pow- |cusaltown of 4

d b . . t Ciudad Madem,ha

spokesperson for the

€red submarine pro] €c Tamaulipas state gov-

LONDON (INP): Britain "(The) submarines range. The plan involves The British military [ ernment said in a

has signed contracts will empower the Royal Australia purchasing US = equipment maker said | statement. More

worth 4 billion pounds Navy to maintain our nuckar-powered subma- the - investment will| people  remained PROPOSALS FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

—
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
NATIONAL HIGHWAY AUTHORITY

e-Bidding System

[ Al aealal

(548 billon)to finance a~strategic advantage un- rines, and then building "cover development | {rapped and rescuc
new phase of the SSN-  der the sea,” UK De- anewmodelwithUSand  work untl2028", and the | o fosts wore under. 03x MAINTENANCE WORKS

AUKUS next-generaton fence Secretary Grant Britsh technology. | *recruitment of more | wiae afor the incdent BALOCHISTAN-NORTH REGION, QUETTA

attack submarine  Shapps said at the Con- British Prime Minis-  than 5,000 people” at its | \hich occurred in the [| 1. National Highway Authority (NHA), Ministry of Communications, Goverment of Pakistan
project, according to  servative Party's annual ter Rishi Sunak praised - Barow-n-Fumesssitein | early afternoon, the invites e-Applications from the Constructors, registered with Income Tax department and
govemment officials.  conference in Manches- it as "the most important northern England. The who are on Active Taxpayers List of the Federal Board of Revenue having valid registration

spokesperson added,

The deals, which in-  ter on Sunday. multilateral defence first examples of this with Pakistan Engineering Councilin Category [C-4 & Above for Serial # 01 & C-5 & Above

volve British companies AUKUS leaders un- agreement for genera- submarine are due to be h"cal ‘I“ed""z (‘)el’““eld for Serial # 2 & 3] with Specialization Codes i [CE-01 & CE-10] for Pre-Qualiication of
BAE Systems, Rolls- veiled the joint subma- tions". In a separate delivered in the late ;g‘(:‘nﬂfﬂin If“]’ll;’ei following Maintenance Works mentioned below:
Royce and Babcock, rine project last March in  statement, BAE Systems  2030s. Nuclar-powered 55 ENGINE
part of the AUKUS milk. 2 denl that will see Aus- ~ said that the futurs SSN- _submarines are ifficult | the rubbleof the Santa [} 8% S TON CANIRE TENDER NUMBER | smimaTE (RS,
tary alliance between the tralia replace its diesel- AUKUS "willbe the larg-  to detect, can travel great | Cruz parish, and that a CONSTRUCTION OF
Urited States, Australia powered submarines est, most powerful and ~distances for long peri- | baptism was being cel- 1 FOUR RETAINING WALLS EM-BN-2023-24-01 | 161,965,988.00
and the United Kingdom with nuclear-powered most advanced subma- ods, and can carry so- | ¢brated whenthe ceil- H | | KM 276278, N-65
to counter China in the ones that have far rine" supplied to the phisticated cruise mis- | ingcollapsed. ) CONSTRUCTION OF CULVERT AND
Asia-Pacific region. greater stealth and RoyalNavy. siles. "We are experi- 2 REPAIR OF SHOULDER SM-BN-2023-24-01 | 13,843,819.98
encing avery difficult CORTRIGTOT o EY AP
mo}inen}xh the ?lmi 0(1; 3 INTERSECTION HS-BN-2023-24-01 | 34,365,385.00
SC ure h 28 COlapSe KM 000+000~000+379, N-40
o‘li‘?l‘:xegllilfch arist" the || 2 The Procurement shllbe done trough NHA e-Bidding System www.ebidding.nha. gov.pk.
! ucharist, " t All Prospective Applicants are required o create their “On-line User Account’ for
bishop of the local dio- participation in the procurement process. User Guide and video tutorial, ilustrating the
cese Jose Armando steps 1o create “On-line User Account”, are available on homepage of NHA e-Bidding
Alvarez saidin a video website. Access to ‘NHA e-Bidding System’ will be granted upon submission of
pmled tosocial media. pre-requisite documents as per guideline. PQ applications submitted by using NHA
At this moment e-bidding system wil only be considered, whereas other applications wilbe rejected. User
they are doing the nec- Guide and video tutoral e also available on homepage of NHA e-Bidding website.
3. Prequalification documents, containing detailed terms and conditons can be downloaded
fgsa"}‘; ‘ive(i)‘;ll‘lolgr :21\1,1? free of cost from the NHA website (www.nha.gov.pk) on October 10, 2023. Appiicants are
P , also advised to follow the NHA e-Bidding websie for updates of schedule and
ler the rubble," he addendum(s), if any.
added, withoutprovid- | 4 Tre e-Applications must be prepared and submitted through NHA e-Bidding System in
ing more details. ARed accordance with provided
Cross rescuer told of e-Applications generated through NHA e-Bidding System, must reach at the address
Milenio Television that mentioned below, on or before October 19, 2023 till 1300 Hours. e-Applications
the death toll was likely (submitted through NHA e-Bidding System) and the envelope containing hard copy of

e-application, will be opened on the same day at 1330 Hours.

to me as there were
5. This Advertisement is also available on PPRA website at www.ppra.org.pk.

approxlmalely 80

people in attendance GENERAL MANAGER (BALOCHISTAN-NORTH)
? whentheroof caved in. National Highway Authority (Quetta)
iew of dried | pxrt of Indus Riveras the water lcvcl dccrcnsc due to acute water| | adding that by nighl[‘ali NHA Complex, Near Wapda Grid Station, Airport Road, Quetta

shortage which indicating for high risks ofshortage of water in future, at Kotri. the team was waiting il il et R D A
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President Alvi directs CDNS to reimburse
Rs1.2m to fraud victim woman

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi has directed
the Central Directorate of Na-
tional Savings (CDNS) to re-
imburse an amount of 1.2 mil-
lionrupees withprofit to a fraud
victim woman.

It should be mentioned
that the money was fraudu-
lently withdrawn from the
woman’s account through the
issuance of a fictitious cheque
book and affixing her fake sig-
natures on the withdrawal slip.

Dr Arif Alvi on Monday
asked CDNS to refer the mat-
ter to FIA for proper investi-
gation so that the delinquent
officials of CDNS involved in
the scam may be brought to the
book and punished.

The president issued these
directions while deciding ona
representation filed by CDNS
(the Agency) against the deci-
sion of the Wafaqi Mohtasib
directing CDNS to refer the
matter to FIA for lhomugh in-
vestigation. As per details, the
complainant Abida Riffat ' had
alleged that she was maintain-

ing a Pensioners Benefit Ac-
count with DNS in
Rawalpindi. She found out in
2021 thatanamount of Rs 1.2
million had been fraudulently
withdrawn from her account in
2019 through another cheque
book which was never issued
to her.

She lodged a complaint
with CDNS for investigation
and recovery of her defrauded
amount, but the matter was in-
vestigated in a superfluous
manner and she was informed
that she couldnot produce any
evidence in support of her
claim. Feeling aggrieved, she
approached the Wafaqi
Mohtasib which asked CDNS
to investigate the matter
through FIA. CDNS then filed
arepresentationwith the Presi
dent against the Mohtasib’s
decision.

President Alvi in his deci-
sion observed that CDNS iniits
letter dated 28.12.202 1 had ad-
mitted that Rs 1.2 million were
withdrawn from her account
through the fake transaction on

23.05.2019 by affixing a fake
signature on the withdrawal
slip.

He noted that during an
internal inquiry conducted by
CDNS, an officer had given a
statement in which he alleged
that the disputed amount was
fraudulently misappropriated
by a gunman and the cashier
and the Agency had not asso-
ciated the said officials in the
inquiry proceedings. This, he
added, depicted that the pro-
cess of inquiry was not trans-
parent and CDNS was oppos-
ingthe entrustmentof the mat-
ter to FIA without any justifi-
cation.

The president concluded
that Wafaqi Mohtasib had
rightly observed that the mat-
ter of fraudulent withdrawal of
the amount hadnot been prop-
erly investigated and directed
it to refer the matter to FIA.
He upheld the Mohtasib’s de-
cision with the direction to
CDNS to submit a compliance
report to Mohtasib within 30
days.

May 9 Vandalism: Sanam Javed, oth-
ers sent on judicial remand

LAHORE (INP): In vandalism
case, Sanam Javed Khanand other
Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insaf (PTI)
woman activist on Monday were
sent on a 14-day judicial remand.

According 10 the report sub-
mitted by the police to the court,
Sanam Javed Khan was identified
in the case related to attack police
van. Police urged the court to grant
the physical remand of PTI
women activists in police van at-
tack case. However, the court re-
jected the physical remand plea
and sent the PTI women activist
on 14-day physical remand where
Ashima and Shah Bano were dis-
charged from the case upon no
evidence of their i

the vandalism case.

Earlicr, Pakistan Tehreck-c-
Insaf (PTI) women activists were
re-arrested moments after release
from Kot Lakhpat Jail Lahore.

As per defails, policewomen
force arrested the PTI activists
and took them from Kot Lakhpat
Jail Lahore. There-arrest came af-
ter the PTI women activists were
released from jail but their fami-
lies refused to take them home as
they were fearing the re-arrest.

An anti-terrorism court
(ATC) had ordered to teleass Pa-
Kistan Tehreek-c-Insaf(PTI) activ-
ist Sanam Javed Khan and other
party activists in Jinnah House
attack case. The court approved

the bail pleas of PTI activists
Sanam Javed Khan, Robina
Jameel, Afshan Tariq, Ashma
Shuja, Shah Bano, Faisal Akhtar,
Qasim, Ali Hasan and Hussain
Qadri. In should be mentioned
that on May 9 this year, violent
clashes broke out across Pakistan
afier the former prime minister and
PTI chif Imran Khan were ar-
rested at the Islamabad High
Court (IHC). The protests were
held in remote and major cities as
the party workers were agitated
due to their chairman’s arrest,
with Balochistan, Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and Islamabad
summoning the armed forces to
ensure law and order.

No one can predict time,
earthquake: Ameer Hyder

KARACHI (INP): Director Na-
tional Tsunami Centre, Ameer
Hyder Leghari on Monday said
that no one can predict time and
location of an earthquake.

It should be mentioned here
that carlier in the day, a Nether-
lands-based organization known
for its seismic predictions, has
forecast a major carthquake in
Pakistan within 48 hours.

Ameer Hyder Leghari said,
“Pakistan is situated in a highly
seismically active region. Two
major_tectonic _plates pass
through Pakistan.”

“These fault lines spreading
from Sonmiani to the northem ar-
cas of Pakistan”. “An carthquake
could hit at any place on these

lines, but it is impossible to pre-
dict it”, Leghari said.

He said that an earthquake
of as high as 9 to 10 intensity on
the Richter scale had jolted
Chaman Faultline in Year 1892. “In
Year 1935 a high intensity quake
in Chitan Rangehad claimed lives
of thousands of people in Quetta
and adjoining arcas”

He said that generally an
carthquake could hit along a
faulline after passage of a cen-
tury.

The Solar System Geometry
Survey (SSGEOS) has predicted a
major carthquake in Pakistan
within 48 hours.

The SSGEOS specializes in
monitoring fluctuations of ekectric

location of

charge in the atmosphere near sea
level, which they claim are indica-
tive of regions where stronger
seismic activity might occur, typi-
cally withina range of | to 9 days.

While the organization em-
phasizes that the regions they
mark as potentially affected arc ap-
proximations, they provide valu-
able insights into potential earth-
quake-pronearcas. Inarecent pre-
diction, the Dutch scientist work-
ing with SSGEOS reported a
nificant surge in electric activity
along the Chaman Faulline in Pa
kistan, This surge has sparked an-
ticipation of a powerful earthquake
occurring within the next 48
hours, causing concern among
the local population.

Economic Review: IMF team to visit
Pakistan in October end week

ISLAMABAD (INP): An IMF
mission will arrive in the last
week of October for economic
review of the standby arrange-
ment agreement, it was learnt
on Monday.

The Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR), Ministry of En-
ergy, State Bank of Pakistan,
National Electric Power Regu-
latory Authority (NEPR./\) and
Oil and Gas Regulatory Au-
thority (OGRA), have been in-
structed to prepare their imple-
mentation reports on the IMF
conditions.

talks on the review with the
economic managers for over
one week. The energy sector’s
circular debt, FBR revenue

ion and market-based

currency exchange rate will be
key points of the economic re-
view.

The visiting IMF officials
will also review external fi-
nancing, circular debt manage-
ment plan, and issuance of
bonds.

The team of global lender
will reviewthe adjustment and
re-basing in the prices of elec-
tricity and gas as per the con-
ditions of the standby agree-
ment. The Ministry of Finance
has assured the IMF, a reduc-
tion of 180 bln rupees in circu-
lar debt of the power sector by
June 2024.

The mission during its stay
in Pakistan will also hold meet-
ings withvarious political par-
ties and discuss the next gen-

eral elections in the country.

The talks for the second
tranche of the IMF bailout will
likely to be held in the last
week of October, ARY News
had reported recently.

Sources said that the glo-
bal lender has expressed its
satisfaction with performance
of the FBR. “The IMF will be
informed abouteconomic per-
formance of the country in the
first week of October”.

“Taxation data of the first
quarterly of the ongoing fiscal
year, July to September, will
likely to be shared with the

MF,” sources said.

“A plan of crackdown
against tax theft has also been
shared with the IMF,” sources
added.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Hag Kakar on Monday launched the five-day
anti-polio vaccination drive targeting around 44 million children across the country.

PSX Marks World Investor Week 2023
with a Gong Ceremony

KARACHI (INP): Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) along with nu-
merous other exchanges &
organisations across the world
marked World Investor Week
(WIW) 2023 through a gong cer-
emony held at PSX Trading Hall.

forld Federation of Ex-
changes (WFE), of which PSX is
an Affiliate Exchange, spearheads
the WIW. The WIW is being held
from October2— 8, 2023. PSX is
holding this event and organising
the WIW for the third consecu-
tive year.

Present atthe gong ceremony
were representatives from the
SECP, leading academic institu-
tions, professional bodies, and
securities brokers, amongst oth-

)
7

The week-long activities in
World Investor Week are planned
to promote the importance of fi-
nancial literacy and to raise
awareness about investor educa-
tion and protection. The objective

being to encourage financial in-
clusion and foster learning oppor-
tunities for investors. 7227

he gong was struck by the
Chicf Guests, Mr. Abdul Rehman
Warraich, Commissioner, Securi-
ties Market Division, Supervision
ivision, Securities & Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP)
and Mr. Shoaib Javed Hussain,
CEO State Life Insurance Corpo-
ration of Pakistan (SLIC), along
with the PSX Board member(s) and
MD & CEO PSX Mr. Farrukh H.
Khan.

The gong was struck amidst
the presence of senior manage-
ment of PSX and heads of kading
broketage houses, to offciall

mark the beginning of the week-
long World Investor Week and to
open the trading day.
‘Welcoming the guests at the
occasion, the MD & CEO PSX,
Mr. Farrukh Khan, stated, “PSX
welcomes you all in marking the
World Investor Week. It is a mat-
ter of great satisfaction thatall the
SROs and stakeholders have also
come forward to

in time. We are confident that our
efforts to impart investor educa-
tion and awareness will help raise
the level of financial literacy
amongst the general public which
will not only Dbenefit the investors
themselves but will also help
strengthen the economy.”
Speaking atthe occasion, the
Chief Guest, Mr. Abdul Rehman
Warraich, C i Securi-

and
play their role in World Investor
Week 2023.

Twant to thank the SECP for
their leadership enabling us all to
augment our efforts to promote
financial literacy and investor
awareness.”

He further stated, “As the
capital market of Pakistan, PSX is
fully focused and determined on
disseminating financial education
through consistent and constant
efforts in the form of in-person
ions, webinars, courses, and
W rkeho s.

Pakietan Stock Exchange
also effectively utilises digital plat-
forms through its investor educa-
tion portal, virtual trading web-
based application, financial glos
sary available on the PSX website
and social media through its me-
dia channels to disseminate finan-
cial education and awareness.

The 20 yearretum of KSE 100
is well above 15% per annum in
dollar terms. Very few asset
classes in the world give such a
return.

This is true of equities glo-
bally. So to learn and understand
investing on the stock market is
of crucial importance especially
for the youth who can start early
and maximise investment returns

ties Market Division, Supervision
Division, SECP, stated,

“Investor education and
awareness are among the most
effective and least controversial
approaches that a financial regu-
lator like SECP can adopt for
achieving the objectives of finan-
cial inclusion, investor protection
and investor confidence.

SECP intends to set up a Fund
with regular contributions from
various regulated and self-regu-
latory institutions.

The Fund will spend these
resources primarily on promoting
investor education and aware-
ness through print, electronic and
social media, and educational and
training programs by i(reng(hen—
ing institutions like [FMP.”

He added, “Transparency
and good govemance in corpo-
rate sector are necessary to
complement the education and
awareness campaign to foster in-
vestor confidence over the me-
dium to long term.

Financial institutions must
invest the public monies wisely
and exercise their proxy voting
rights responsibly. They must
stand up for the issues involving
transparency, good governance
and investor protection.

I SLAMABAD ChxnpcrsnnanElRA Dr Sayeda Zia Batool pmscnmd Cnrc!akchcdcml Minister

ffor Education and Professional Training Madad

indhi with a portrait of Minister .

UN mission arrives in Karabakh, first
visit in 30 years

BAKU (INP): A United Na-
tions mission visited Nagorno-
Karabakh  on  Sunday,

Corruption, mismanagement deterio-
rated country’s economy: Siraj

ISLAMABAD (INP): Ameer
Jamaat-c-Islami (JT), Siraj-ul-Haq
has said that corruption, misman-
agement, and reliance on an inter-
est-based financial system have

comed the JIchiefand moderated
the session.

The JI chicfoutlined acom-
prehensive plan for the nation's
development over a 50-year pe-

a-
sized the need of competent lead-
ership to rectify these issucs.
dressing a seminar titled
"JT's Strategy for Revival of Na-
tional Economy,” held at the
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) on Monday,
he announced the JI's intention
to initiate the Green Pakistan
Project after coming into power
with the support of the people.
Sirajul Haq said that the i
tiative was aimed to allocate mil-
lions of currently unused acres of
land to skilled young indivi

riod, izing the incory
tion of this plan into the national
curriculum, He proposed replac-
ing the existing taxation system
with a model based on Zakat, en-
abling over 70 million people to
contribute to the national
cconomy and combat poverty. He
said the JI demanded proportional
system of democracy with free
and fair clections. Siraj criticized
the rulers” failure to heed the rec-
ommendations of economic ex-
perts and business chambers,
contrasting this with the global

with the goal of transforming it
into productive, fertile land for
agriculture. ICCI President Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari, earlier, wel-

practice where typi-
cally give weight to such advice.
He argued that the ruling elite of-
ten prioritized their own interests,
resulting in the hijacking of poli-

tics and democracy by corrupt ek
ements. He pointed out that indi-
viduals with immense wealth
could casily manipulate and win
clections. Highlighting the eco-
nomic_progress of neighboring
countrics, the J1 lamented the con-
trast in Pakistan, where citizens
were queuing up for basic neces-
sities like flour. He accused the
rulers of neglecting self-reliance
and over-relying on forcign loans,
making the country economically
vulnerable. He stressed that a
strong economy was crucial for
Pakistan's global standing and
emphasized the need for capable
and honest leadership to achieve
this goal. He announced the JI's
commitment to a peaceful struggle
for the rights of the people, men-
tioning an upcoming sit-in protest
in front of the Governor House in
Karachi scheduled for October
6h.

‘baijan said, after almost
the entire ethnic-Armenian
population fledsince Baku re-
captured the breakaway en-
clave.

An Azerbaijani presidency
spokesman told media that a

"UN mission arrived m
Karabakh on Sunday morning"
-- mainly to assess humanitar-
ian needs.

It marks the first time in
about 30 years that the inter-
national body has gained ac-
cess to the region.

Later on Sunday, an
Azerbaijani foreign ministry
spokesman told that the mis-
sion had visited a checkpoint
at the Karabakh border with
Armenia.

He said the mission --
headed by the UN Resident
Coordinator in Azerbaijan
Vladanka Andreeva -- was ex-
pected to hold a press confer-
ence on Monday.

Armenian separatists, who
had controlled the region for
three decades, agreed to dis-
arm, dissolve their government
and reintegrate with Baku fol-
lowing a one-day Azerbaijani
offensive last week.

The end of Karabakh's
separatist bid dealt a heavy
blow to a centuries-old dream
by Armenians of reuniting
what they see as their ances-
tral lands, divided among re-
gional powerssince the Middle
Ages. Nearlyall of Karabakh's
estimated 120,000 residents
have since fled the territory,
sparking a refugee crisis.

Sergei Astsaryan, 40, said
he was among the last Arme-
mam to leave the region.

have no idea of where
to go, maybe Europe," he told
reporters, adding however that
he hoped many of the refugees
would return if Azerbaijan
"gives guarantees, provides

"I've talked to Azerbaijani
police and they said there

would be no problems if we
want to return, that we can live
inour homes," he said.

The Azerbm]am presi-
dency said Baku's migration
service began operating in
Karabakh's main city of
Khankendi (Stepanakert in
Armenian) to register Arme-
nian residents to ensure their

"sustainable reintegration...
into the Azerbaijani society,”"
promising themthe "palmnage
of the Azerbaijani state".

The statement also said that
central government "has
started providing appropriate
medical services in the city of
Khankendi".

Nazeli Baghdasaryan,
spokeswoman of the Armenian
prime minister, said "transpor-
tation of forcefully displaced
persons from Karabakh is
nearing its endas 100,514 refu-
gees arrived in Armenia" by
Sunday evening.

She added that 47,322
refugees were now in tempo-
rary accommodation.




