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Levies Force Thwarts Major Arms Smuggling
Attempt in Balochistan’s Chaghi District

Riaz Baloch:
DALBANDIN: In a significant triumph against
illicit arms trafficking, Levies Force in
Balochistan’s Chaghi district successfully in-
tercepted and foiled a major smuggling attempt
on Tuesday.

100 pistols seized
Acting on precise intelligence, Levies Force

carried out a targeted raid, resulting in the con-
fiscation of 100 pistols and the apprehension of
two individuals involved in the unlawful opera-
tion. Additionally, a vehicle used for the smug-
gling was seized.

Accused facing legal action
The accused are currently facing legal ac-

tion, with a case registered against them as the
investigation unfolds. Preliminary findings sug-
gest that the culprits were attempting to
smuggle these weapons into the country from
the porous Pak-Afghan border.

Levies determined to stop
arms smuggling

This operation underscores the unwaver-

ing commitment of Levies Force in safeguard-
ing the region and the nation from the menace
of illegal arms trade. Stay tuned for further
updates on this developing story.

Daily Quetta Voice will continue to pro-
vide you with the latest updates on this signifi-
cant development in Chaghi district,
Balochistan. Your trusted source for breaking
news and in-depth coverage.

Earthquake jolts India and Nepal,
6.2 magnitude on reactor scale

Monitoring Desk:

Govt sets deadline of Nov 1 for illegal immigrants to leave Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Interior Minister Sarfraz
Bugti on Tuesday announced a November 1 dead-
line for illegal immigrants in the country to leave
Pakistan, otherwise, all law enforcement agencies
would deport them.

The interior minister was addressing a press
conference in Islamabad and briefing the media on
the details of the decisions taken during a meeting
of the apex committee on the National Action Plan
at the Prime Minister’s House.

Welfare and security of our
people important: Bugti
The army chief, federal ministers, provincial

chief ministers and heads of all civil and military
agencies were present at the meeting.

“The most important thing that was decided
was that the welfare and security of a Pakistani are
most important for us over any country or its policy.
The first decision taken is about our illegal immi-
grants who are living in Pakistan through illegal
means. “We have given them a deadline of Nov 1 to
willingly return to their countries and if they don’t,
all law enforcement agencies (LEAs) of the state
and provinces will deport them.”

Bugti said all stakeholders were “taken in the
loop” for the decision

Separately, in terim Information Minister
Murtaza Solangi said illegal immigrants now had 28
days to leave Pakistan. Bugti said the same dead-
line would apply for entry into Pakistan without a
passport or visa, adding that people would not be
able to enter the country without those documents
after Nov 1.

He said entry without the aforementioned docu-

the interior ministry, that would target illegal prop-
erties and businesses owned by illegal immigrants
or that were being run in collaboration with Paki-
stanis. “Our intelligence agencies and LEAs will
find them and the authorities will seize those prop-
erties and businesses. The Pakistanis involved in
this facilitation will be sentenced as per the law.”

He added that the task force would also initiate
proceedings to crack down on illegal identity cards
and passports since they were used for nefarious
means.

No entry in Pakistan without
valid travel documents

Bugti said DNA testing would also be utilised
to detect such people who were Pakistani identity
cardholders despite not being Pakistani.

He said a universal helpline number and a web
portal were also being launched for people to come
forward as anonymous informants to give informa-
tion about illegal ID cards, illegal immigrants and
other illegal practices such as smuggling and hoard-
ing.

The interior minister added that reward money
would be set as well under the informant scheme.

Bugti also talked about the establishment of
joint checkposts to curb smuggling and hoarding,
adding that crackdowns on illicit money transfers
and power theft would also be ramped up. Similarly,
he said strict measures were also going to be taken
against narcotics. The interior minister said the mo-
nopoly of violence belonged to the state and it would
allow no other entity to exercise it whether it was
done so under political violence, militancy, ethnicity,
religion or under any other garb.NEWS DESK

ments was not allowed in any other country of the world. Bugti said those arriving with legal documents
and who formally entered the tax net would be promoted.

1.7 million Afghans living illegally in Pakistan
He added that there were currently 1.73 million unregistered illegal Afghans living in the country.
The interior minister added that e-tazkiras (electronic Afghan identity cards) would be accepted from

October 10-31 and afterwards the abovementioned passport and visa policy would apply.
Furthermore, he said Nov 1 onwards an operation would kick off, by a task force already created in

CJP questions how practice and procedure
law diminishes SC’s powers

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice Qazi
Faez Isa on Tuesday questioned how the Supreme
Court (Practice and Procedure) Act 2023 could di-
minish the powers of the apex court.

He made the remarks as a full court resumed
hearing pleas against the law which requires the
formation of benches on constitutional matters of
public importance by a committee of three senior
judges of the court. Like last time, the hearing was
streamed live on television. Headed by CJP Isa, the
bench consisted of Justice Sardar Tariq Masood,
Justice Ijazul Ahsan, Justice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah, Justice Munib Akhtar, Justice Yahya Afridi,
Justice Aminuddin Khan, Justice Sayyed Mazahar
Ali Akbar Naqvi, Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhel,
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Justice Ayesha A.
Malik, Justice Athar Minallah, Justice Syed Hasan
Azhar Rizvi, Justice Shahid Waheed and Justice
Musarrat Hilali. In a pre-emptive move, the Supreme
Court — then led by former CJP Umar Ata Bandial
— in April had barred the government from imple-

menting the bill seeking to curtail the chief justice
of Pakistan’s powers once it became a law. During
the hearing today, the court heard arguments by
parties opposing the law, including the PTI, and
then adjourned the hearing till Monday (Oct 9).
“That shall be the last day of the hearing,” Justice
Isa said. He also told the lawyers that only one case
would be fixed for hearing on Oct 9 and asked the
counsels to be prepared if the proceedings contin-
ued till late at night. On the very first day of assum-
ing charge as the chief justice, CJP Isa had ordered
the hearing to be live-streamed and had implicitly
vacated the April 13 suspension of the enforcement
of the Supreme Court (Practice & Proce-dure) Act,
2023. Though the court order did not explicitly say
that the stay on the implementation of the law regu-
lating the powers of the top judge had been va-
cated, Justice Isa stated he would consult with two
senior-most judges Sardar Tariq Masood and Ijazul
Ahsan regarding the formation of benches — a key
clause in the law. NEWS DESK

A 6.2-magnitude earthquake jolted New Delhi and parts of Nepal on Tuesday, India media
reported.

According to initial assessments by India’s National Center for Seismology, the depth of the
earthquake was measured at 5km. The epicenter of the quake was located in Nepal.

Quetta Celebrates Germany Unity Day: A Global Cel-
ebration of Unity and Diversity

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: The German Unity Day was observed
in Quetta on Tuesday evening. In this connec-
tion, a function was organized at a local hotel to
mark the day when East and West Germany got
united on October 3rd, 1990.

Balochistan Caretaker Information Minister,
Jan Achakzai was the chief guest of the func-
tion. “Balochistan admires the contribution of the
German government to the welfare of people”,
Mr. Achakzai told the participants of the func-
tion.

German Consul General Dr. Lotz
Rodiger addressed the function

Karachi-based German Consul General, Dr.
Lotz Rodiger,  Honorary Consul General
Balochistan, Murad Baloch, provincial ministers,
Nawabzada Jamal Raisani,  Mir Omair
Muhammad Hassani, and others were also present
on the occasion.

“Pakistan’s law enforcers sacrificed their
lives against terrorists to preserve our freedom”,

Mr. Achakzai said, referring to the German Con-
sul General’s visit to the injured of the deadly
Mastung blast.

People belonging to various walks of life in-
cluding politicians, academicians, journalists,
lawyers, and others participated in the Germany
Unity Day function.

“We cannot be intimidated by brutal
acts of terrorism”, Dr. Lotz

“The German Unity only observed in
Quetta”, the German CG, Dr. Lotz Rodiger said
while addressing the participants of the func-
tion.  “We show our solidarity with the people of
Balochistan after the Mastung blast and we would
not accept to be intimidated by brutal terrorist
acts”, the Consul General mentioned in his cal-
culated and measured speech. Nawabzada Jamal
Raisani also addressed the participants of the
German Unity Day.  “We see a thriving partner-
ship with Germany in all walks of life including
sports and youth affairs”, Mr. Raisani said.
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A long four years
By Umair Javed:

NAWAZ Sharif was
ousted from the Prime
Minister’s Office by a
dubious Supreme Court
decision on July 28, 2017.
He left the country on
Nov 19, 2019. Six years
have passed since his
participation in electoral/
parliamentary politics,
and four since he was last
in Pakistan.

When he left the PM
Office, his party was in
comfortable control of
parliament, with the larg-
est majority in the Na-
tional Assembly for any
government since his last
one between 1997-1999.
When he left the coun-
try, his party had been
weakened by defections,
but was still the dominant
party in urban Punjab,
and a close second to the
PTI in  the rest of the
province. On the day his
brother took over the
premiership on a wafer-
thin margin, following
Imran Khan’s con-
spiracy-laden ouster, his
party was competitive on
their home turf and could
have capitalised on imme-
diate anti-incumbent
sentiment. That ship
sailed soon after.

At the time of writ-
ing, in late September
2023, none of these
trends hold up. The po-
litical context has

changed. Very dramati-
cally, according to most
observers. In close tan-
dem with this transfor-
mation, the social land-
scape has changed a fair
deal as well. The PTI is
dominant, the social
profile of its  support
base has expanded, and
the age make-up of the
Pakistani voter contin-
ues its unrelenting
march downwards. Last
week, Gallup Pakistan
shared findings of its
national public opinion
poll, with data on a range
of political aspects, in-
cluding voting intention
and favourability ratings
of political leaders.
These provide a quanti-
fication of the anecdotal
trends and news media
conversations happen-
ing over the past six
months. Data collection
took place a month after
the May 9 protests, and
thus accounts for any
changes in attitudes and
intentions that hap-
pened in its aftermath.

The headline find-
ing, as it has been for the
last year or so, is that
Imran Khan remains the
most popular politician
in the country. His
favourability rating is
holding firm at 60 per
cent, around the same
rate as the last version
of this survey from Feb-

ruary 2023.
It further confirms

that efforts to portray
him in a negative/ dis-
ruptive light through
court cases and the fall-
out of the May 9 pro-
tests have not had any
noticeable impact on
how the public per-
ceives him. A notable
omission from the sur-
vey is the absence of re-
ported favourability fig-
ures for Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, which is worth
evaluating given the
PPP’s continued politi-
cal strength in Sindh. A
series of other confirma-
tions from the survey are
the following: PTI is the
most popular party in the
country; its supporters
feel very strongly about
the party, more so than
supporters of other par-
ties feel about theirs;
and it is the only party
with national political
credentials , drawing
support from all four
provinces.  The provin-
cial break-up of this sup-
port is worth analysing
in detail. The PTI’s po-
litical hegemony in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is
intact, with each survey
(and every election result
since 2013) showing
stable and/ or increasing
support. Nearly 70pc of
respondents in the prov-
ince report an immediate

intention to vote for it.
Unsurprising for close
observers, but a good
data point for those who
thought the crackdown
may have fragmented
the party’s support base.

Of greater interest is
its significant gains in
voting intention in the
province of Punjab —
home to 141 out of 266
directly elected seats.
Here, PTI (41pc) com-
mands a 13-point lead
over the PML-N (28pc),
a gap that has widened
over the preceding year.
Around a year or so ago,
the PML-N was polling
above 30pc in the prov-
ince, with the PTI in close
proximity. Despite re-
strictions and crack-
downs on PTI workers,
the party’s favourability
continues to translate
into province-wide vot-
ing intention. This
shows that party identi-
fication continues to in-
crease and is not neces-
sarily mediated by the
on-ground presence of
the PTI’s local office-
bearers or politicians.
The results from the
other provinces are also
worth considering. In-
tention to vote for the
PTI is the highest out of
all major parties in
Balochistan, which is a
further indication of its
national appeal.

Courting controversy
By Maleeha Lodhi:

THE interim govern-
ment seems to be getting
itself mired in unneces-
sary political controversy
at a time when it should
be reassuring people of
its commitment to hold-
ing free and fair elections.

Instead of creating a
propitious environment
for credible polls, which
is their main task, gratu-
itous assertions by the
caretaker prime minister
and some of his cabinet
members are clouding the
atmosphere and raising
questions about how in-
clusive the election will
be. In an interview with
Associated Press, Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar declared that fair
elections were possible
even with the exclusion
of PTI leader Imran Khan
and his jailed party mem-
bers. This provoked a
sharp response from PTI,
which said elections mi-
nus Khan would be “un-
acceptable, unlawful and
unconstitutional”. Oth-
ers also took exception
to this remark.

The Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
described Kakar’s claim
as “ill-judged and anti-
democratic” as courts
had not yet found Khan
guilty in the legal cases
against him. HRCP also
said it was not for the
prime minister or his gov-

ernment to decide unilat-
erally what constitutes a
‘fair’ election. Former
prime minister and PML-
N leader Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi also said it was
not the interim PM’s job
to make such conten-
tious statements.

An official ‘clarifica-
tion’ claiming Kakar’s
comments had been
“misunderstood” and
“misreported” did little to
quell the controversy.
Nor did Kakar’s subse-
quent explanations. His
insistence on being non-
partisan was a response
to rising criticism, but it
was too little, too late. In
fact, his nonstop media
interviews on political
issues and daily ser-
mons on ‘requirements
of the law’ only com-
pounded the matter.

Meanwhile, remarks
by the interim interior
minister also drew a furi-
ous response, this time
from leaders of
Pakistan’s other major
party, PML-N. In an in-
terview, Sarfraz Bugti
said Mian Nawaz Sharif
would be arrested when
he arrived back home
from abroad if he failed
to get bail. PML-N lead-
ers accused the minister
of “exceeding his juris-
diction” and pointed out
that it was neither his
business nor his deci-
sion about where Sharif

would go on arrival.
Again, a ‘clarification’ by
the minister that his gov-
ernment had no “politi-
cal agenda” did little to
calm ruffled feathers.

Earlier, PPP leader
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
decried the absence of a
“level playing field” for
the polls. Party repre-
sentatives publicly as-
sailed the inclusion in
the interim cabinet of
former bureaucrats
closely aligned with
PML-N in the past. They
insinuated that the in-
terim government was
acting as a vehicle for
PML-N and also ac-
cused the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan of
bias. If the principal role
of a caretaker govern-
ment is to oversee free
and fair polls and act im-
partially, such criticism
from political parties,
who are major contend-
ers in the upcoming elec-
tion, suggests it is al-
ready falling short on
fulfilling its responsibili-
ties as envisaged in the
Constitution and Elec-
tions Act of 2017.

The gap between
how a caretaker govern-
ment is supposed to act
and the conduct of the
Kakar administration is
evident from what is pre-
scribed by Section 230 of
the Elections Act, 2017.
It obliges the interim

government to be “im-
partial to every person
and political party” and
“restrict itself to activi-
ties that are of routine,
non-controversial and
urgent” nature.

Responsible for
managing “day-to-day
matters which are neces-
sary to run the affairs of
the Government”, it is
barred from taking “ma-
jor policy decisions ex-
cept on urgent matters”.
It cannot take decisions
that pre-empt the scope
and sphere of activities
and powers of the next
elected government.

It is  also not
authorised to make ap-
pointments or carry out
large-scale shuffles of
civil servants that can
affect the working or poli-
cies of the future govern-
ment. Over the years, the
Supreme Court has up-
held this principle in rul-
ings on petitions by gov-
ernment employees and
others who challenged
such transfers. The
judgement in the
Khwaja Asif case in 2013
is a case in point.

True, an effort was
made by the previous
parliament to grant more
powers to the caretaker
government. But be-
cause of strident pro-
tests from treasury and
opposition benches, the
Elections.

When Quetta razed to ground within 30
seconds 88 years ago

Editorial
Quetta, Pakistan’s southwestern city was razed to ground within 30 sec-
onds when a powerful earthquake struck 88 years ago. The deadliest
earthquake of 1935 still haunts the people. Strong tremors jolted this
mountain-ringed city between 2:33 to 3:40 am when people were in their
deep sleep on May 31sr. 1935. The earthquake was recorded 7.7 on the
reactor scale. It was Chiltan fault located in the South West of the city
that destroyed the city. Chiltan and Chaman fault pose a serious threat to
Quetta and parts of northern and central Balochistan.
British rulers declared emergency after the deadliest earthquake of 1935

The English colonial rulers declared an emergency in the aftermath
of the deadliest earthquake, which claimed more than 30,000 lives. Res-
cue workers and military personnel were moved from Bombay to Quetta
in passenger trains to assist in the rescue efforts. Local tribesmen from
neighboring Pishin, Mastung and other areas also rushed towards the city
to participate in the rescue operation.

It took weeks and months for the rescue workers to retrieve the
dead bodies buried beneath the rubbles of the houses. The earthquake
destroyed main commercial center of the city.

Specific building code was introduced for Quetta
The British rulers introduced a specific building code for Quetta in

view of the looming danger of earthquakes. For sometime, the building
code was implemented in latter and spirit. However, that is no more than
the case when it comes to the implementation of the building code in the
city.

Over 700 building constructed in violation of building code
As per the statistics of the metropolitan corporation Quetta, around

700 buildings have been constructed in the city in violation of building
code.

Substandard materials are also being used in construction, which
can cause more human losses in the case of any future earthquakes.

Experts have warned that there is ticking bomb beneath Quetta and
precautionary measures need to be adopted to ensure quality construc-
tion and implementation of building code to avoid human losses in the
case of any natural calamity.

Democracy stalls
By Dr Niaz Murtaza:

Washed away
By Sajjad Hussain Changezi:

CALLS for protests
against inflated electric-
ity bills and increased
fuel prices have become
common in Pakistan’s
big cities, but one won-
ders how poor families in
the rural areas are faring
in the midst of such hard-
ship. A household sur-
vey of 600 families in dis-
trict Kech in Balochistan,
Pakistan’s poorest prov-
ince, gives shocking de-
tails.

Survey respon-
dents included families
apparently benefiting
from the BRACE
Programme, an EU-
funded poverty reduc-
tion initiative imple-
mented by the
Balochistan and Na-
tional Rural Support
Programmes. The survey
reveals that although
average monthly house-
hold income has in-
creased by 29 per cent
since the baseline in
2018, monthly expendi-
ture has risen by more
than 34pc. Despite the
best efforts of NRSP and
supporting partners, the
end result is that poverty
in these households has
increased, with a net
negative saving amount.
If the beneficiaries of a
poverty-reduction initia-
tive are suffering set-
backs, one can only

imagine what rural fami-
lies not covered by any
social protection scheme
must be going through.

Foresigh t Re-
search, a Karachi-based
research firm, conducted
the baseline in  2018,
midline in  2021 and
endline in 2023. The sur-
veys also reveal that the
lion’s share, ie, 72pc of
total household expen-
diture averaging
Rs24,720 is spent on
food. This was 60pc in
2018 and 66pc in 2021. If
three-fourths of a
family’s budget is taken
up by food expenses,
there is no room to build
assets or invest in per-
sonal and professional
skills development. This
is also evident from the
land ownership pattern
which has reduced since
2018. A decline of 5pc
has been reported. In
other words, most
households are living at
the basic survival level
or even struggling to
maintain the ownership
of their assets.

Another major find-
ing of the survey is that
the impact of climate
change has made its way
from science confer-
ences and university re-
search papers into the
common people’s lives.
Nothing shows that
more clearly than when

people from two tehsils
of a single district com-
plain about two contrast-
ing weather phenomena.
In Tump tehsil in Kech
district, 45pc of the re-
spondents complained
about ‘excessive rain-
fall’, whereas 50pc of the
respondents in Turbat
tehsil of the same district
cited ‘lesser rainfall’ as
the major climate prob-
lem. A climate change ex-
pert can explain that al-
though the obvious im-
pact may vary from one
village to  another,
droughts and floods are
two sides of the same
coin, ie, climate change.

T h e
unpredictability of rain-
fall has made it difficult
for rural communities to
make arrangements for
the safety of their fami-
lies, crops and livestock.
Over the last five years,
loss of livestock has re-
portedly increased from
24pc to 45pc, loss of ag-
ricultural output from
15pc to 44pc and damage
to personal property
from 19pc to 26pc.

Families and com-
munities usually step up
in response to external
challenges but beyond a
certain threshold, they
lose their stamina to put
up a united front against
visible external threats
such as climate change.

It is a most worrying find-
ing that, after the initial
increase in collective ef-
forts to protect the envi-
ronment, as noted in the
midline survey, fewer re-
spondents now say they
are continuing tree plan-
tation efforts, preventing
deforestation or adapt-
ing to extreme weather
conditions by means of
improved house con-
struction.

Economic hard-
ships beyond a certain
threshold also result in
social deterioration. This
is evident from the fact
that the perception of
people helping each
other in need has de-
creased from 56pc in 2018
and 30pc in 2021 to 20pc
in 2023. Not surprisingly,
when surveyors inquired
about trust in local rep-
resentatives, an in-
creased percentage of
respondents — 29pc in
2023 compared to 20pc in
2021 and 15pc in 2018 —
opted for ‘no trust’.

Balochistan has
long suffered from politi-
cal instability and eco-
nomic deprivation but
now poor families across
the country are
nosediving into poverty.
The middle class is rap-
idly thinning and millions
of families find it hard to
keep their hopes alive for
economic betterment.

OUR democratic jour-
ney is like that of a small
boat caught in stormy
seas. But in a country
where the vast majority
has not seen the fruits of
democracy in real life, it
is often hard for many to
realise that democracy
matters. Even high ly
educated persons often
argue that we need good
governance, whether it
comes from democracy
or autocracy.

Such talk reflects
the sorry reality that
even after 75 years, we
have no consensus on
democracy, unlike in
most Saarc states where
democracy is a given
and the only debate is on
improving it. It also re-
flects the sorrier fact that
such people have not
done a serious analysis
of our own and global
trends to realise that
only democracy leads to
durable good gover-
nance. Thus, such talk is
reflective of not wisdom
but naivete.

Democracy is a form
of governance based on
participation, tolerance
and human rights unlike
despotism. But for even
many educated people,
these are abstract luxu-
ries that we can’t afford
yet and governance
must yield immediate
economic progress, in-
frastructure, utilities and

law and order even if via
autocracy. A regime that
doesn’t ensure partici-
pation, tolerance and hu-
man rights can’t give the
latter concrete outcomes
for too long, as global
trends show.

Among the four au-
tocracy types, monar-
chies are almost all
gone, except the Gulf
ones which thrive only
on oil money. Army re-
gimes today all do
poorly in  Myanmar,
Sudan, Egypt and West
Africa. Theocracy in Iran
and Afghanistan is
struggling. Among one-
party autocracies, only
China and Vietnam do
well, but most others —
as in North Korea, Cam-
bodia, Laos and Central
Asia — don’t. Also,
none of our parties have
the strength to be given
carte blanche. Against
this, dozens of democ-
racies are doing well,
even regionally. But de-
mocracy takes time to
mature and deliver. In In-
dia, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, it took de-
cades. Yet people there
still stuck with it to later
pick its tasty fruits.

In Pakistan, even a
few years of bad out-
comes under a severely
controlled democracy
grappling with the bad
legacies of long autoc-
racy are enough for us
to yearn for autocracy

despite its decades of
poor outcomes notwith-
standing absolute pow-
ers and lavish US aid.
Many blame all our ills on
democracy even though
we have not had even for
one day the unshackled
democracy some of our
neighbours have had for
decades. There were no
national polls from 1947
to 1958 and a dubious
constitution only lasted
two years. Since 1958,
our history is simple: we
have been ruled directly
by the establishment or
by three parties (the PPP,
PML-N and PTI) whose
founders were initially
brought into politics by
the establishment which
later fell foul of all three.
Thirteen out of our 15
national polls and refer-
enda since 1958 were
seen to be rigged by the
establishment and one
by civilians (1977). We
have dubiously invented
a fifth autocracy type-
hybrid musical chairs —
where the establishment
keeps changing the jun-
ior civilian face once it in-
variably becomes too big
for its boots and starts
wanting to don the
establishment’s bigger
and shinier boots, only
to be booted out.

Until 1971, the main
impetus for autocracy
came from the Bengali
numerical edge that
banded together western

civilian and khaki elites
against democracy.
Since then, the main im-
petus is the
establishment’s unwill-
ingness to let civilians
rule. All three civilian
elite groups — landed,
commercial and middle
class —have taken turns
at forming parties, win-
ning with varying levels
of establishment sup-
port initially and then
trying to tame it. Our
problems are not the
fruits of democracy but
the thorns of autocracy
as even our civilian re-
gimes are establishment-
controlled.

The five forms of
autocracy can’t deliver
in a huge, diverse and
unruly state like ours.
The way forward is de-
mocracy. Despite all the
beating democracy has
taken, its  pre-fruits
quickly sprout whenever
the establishment loos-
ens its grip even briefly
as in 1972-77 and 2008-
2018 in the form of the
Constitution, devolution
and fair polls. True, gov-
ernance was still bad as
democracy matures
slowly.

Yet, our situation
now is so bad, we can’t
wait for democracy to
yield good governance
slowly. We need good
governance right after
the next polls to avoid
doom.

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls
for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:

In the global battle
against climate
change, Balochistan,
Pakistan, serves as a
stark reminder of the
urgent need for cli-
mate resilience. The
province is experienc-
ing increasingly severe
weather events, a con-
sequence of human-
induced climate
change. However,
many residents mis-
take these extreme
weather occurrences
for regular fluctua-
tions, hindering recog-
nition of the escalating
climate crisis.

Balochistan
becoming un-
bearably hot

Balochistan is be-
coming unbearably
hot, with rising tem-
peratures transform-
ing heatwaves into a
year-round threat.
These heatwaves
pose severe health
risks, including heat
stress, dehydration,
and even fatalities. In

2017, Turbat recorded
a scorching 53.5°C
(128.3°F), setting a
record for Pakistan.
Unfortunately, fore-
casts suggest that tem-
peratures will continue
to rise.

However, the cli-
mate challenges in
Balochistan extend be-
yond relentless heat
waves. The province
grapples with devastat-
ing droughts and
floods, both of which
wreak havoc on homes
and infrastructure. The
floods of 2010 and
2022 left nearly 4 mil-
lion people displaced,
disrupting lives and
triggering food short-
ages and price spikes
due to their impact on
the agriculture sector.
The 2022 flood
in Balochistan

underscores the
looming climate

change threat
The 2022 flood

underscored the loom-
ing threat of climate

change over
Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage
is yet to be compre-
hended. However, it
exposed the
province’s vulnerabili-
ties and highlighted the
urgent need for effec-
tive management
strategies.

Balochistan’s an-
nual rainfall of just 200
mm barely meets the
needs of its parched
population. This water
scarcity adversely af-
fects food production,
access to drinking
water, and livestock
numbers, exacerbated
by climate change.
The severe droughts
of 1997-2003 and
2014-2017 forced mi-
grations to water-rich
areas.

CC affects
economy
Climate change

also decimated the
region’s economy

through the loss of
livestock. Between
2010 and 2022, over
1.5 million livestock
were lost, costing over
$1 billion and displac-
ing over 100,000
people, particularly in
districts like Quetta,
Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar.

H o w e v e r ,
Balochistan need not
accept this grim fate.
It requires compre-
hensive strategies tai-
lored to its unique
challenges. The pro-
vincial government
must implement robust
climate change poli-
cies, emphasizing wa-
ter resource manage-
ment and disaster pre-
paredness. Learning
from the tragic dam
collapses of 2022, pre-
ventive measures,
such as effective wa-
ter reservoirs and early
warning systems, are
imperative.  Spreading
awareness about cli-
mate change and pro-
moting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices are

equally crucial.
Tree plantations
could mitigate

sweltering
temperatures

In a province
where tree planting
could mitigate swelter-
ing temperatures and
climate change im-
pacts, government ini-
tiatives should engage
younger generations in
green initiatives.
Achieving a resilient
future necessitates a
collaborative effort in-
volving government,
local communities, civil
society, and the com-
mercial sector.
Balochistan’s path to-
wards resilience be-
gins with a symphony
of collective action.

By addressing
these critical issues,
Balochistan can better
adapt to the challenges
posed by climate
change, ensuring a
more secure and sus-
tainable future for its
residents.
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SC resumes hearing pleas challenging
law limiting CJP’s powers

Education’s standard to be improved for de-
velopment, economic growth: Minister

Over 100,000 patients receive free
treatment in GDA hospital

Pakistan to launch 5G mobile services
in August 2024

Members of notorious criminal
gang busted

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Federal Minister for Fed-
eral Education and Pro-
fessional Training
Madad Ali Sindhi has
said that the government
was working to improve
the education standard
in the country in order to
ensure holistic develop-
ment and better eco-
nomic growth.  Speaking
as chief guest of the in-
teruniversity business
plan competition orga-
nized by ICCI in collabo-
ration with universities
here on Tuesday, he said
that education is the ba-
sic right of every child
and an important tool for
the progress and devel-
opment of any nation
and human resource de-
velopment through bet-
ter education is the cen-
tral pillar of the
government’s policy.
Madad Ali Sindhi said
that the government has
formulated the first ever
National Technical and

Vocational Education
and Training Policy,
which aims to cater to the
needs of industrial sec-
tor by adding value to
human capital through
imparting requisite train-
ing and skills. He lauded
the initiative of ICCI for
organizing the business
plan competition among
university students that
has provided them a
good opportunity to
show their innovative
business ideas and en-
trepreneurial skills. He
said that his ministry is
ready to collaborate with
ICCI in various initiatives
to upscale the education
sector in order to pro-
duce trained and skilled
manpower for business
and industry. Speaking
on the occasion, ICCI
President Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari said that the
purpose of organizing
the business plan com-
petition among univer-
sity students is to pro-

vide them a good plat-
form to present their in-
novative business ideas
and get the attention of
investors for their com-
mercialization. He
stressed that the govern-
ment should take solid
measures to create a
conducive environment
for innovators and start-
ups and focus on foster-
ing a culture of entrepre-
neurship in the country
in order to turn around
the economy and
achieve sustainable eco-
nomic growth. Ahsan
Bakhtawari said that due
to the falling standard of
education in the public
schools, the people pre-
fer to send their children
to private schools and
stressed that improving
the education standard
of public schools should
be the top priority of the
government to educate
the nation and achieve
better development. He
said that a model school

in Islamabad should be
handed over to ICCI to
make it a role model for
other public schools.

The ICCI President
proposed that to im-
prove the standard of
education in  public
schools, a Board of Gov-
ernors should be consti-
tuted and ICCI should
also be given represen-
tation in it. He further
proposed that surplus
land of public schools be
given on lease rent to
generate funds for
schools. He hoped that
many business ideas
presented in the busi-
ness plan competition
would get the attention
of investors for commer-
cialization. He resolved
that ICCI would con-
tinue to organize such
events to foster a culture
of innovators and start-
ups so that many of
them could emerge
tomorrow’s rising busi-
ness enterprises. ISLAMABAD (INP): A

full court headed by
Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa has resumed hear-
ing a set of petitions
challenging the Su-
preme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act
2023. The proceedings
are being streamed live
on television. The Act
requires the formation
of benches on consti-
tutional matters of pub-
lic importance by a
committee of three se-
nior judges of the court.
In a pre-emptive move,
the Supreme Court —
then led by former CJP
Umar Ata Bandial — in
April had barred the
government from
implementing the bill
seeking to curtail the

chief justice of
Pakistan’s powers
once it became a law.

On the very first
day of assuming charge
as the chief justice,
CJP Isa had ordered the
hearing to be live
streamed and had im-
plicitly vacated the April
13 suspension of the
enforcement of the Su-
preme Court (Practice
& Proce-dure) Act,
2023. Last week, the
Pakis-tan Muslim

League-Q (PML-Q)
had pleaded before the
apex court that the Su-
preme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act
2023 was aimed at pro-
moting the indepen-
dence of judiciary, the
rule of law, and the
right to access to jus-
tice and fair trial. The
party, represented by its
counsel Zahid F.
Ebra-him, said SC rules
provided that the legis-
lature could determine
the practice and proce-
dure of the court in re-
lation to the constitution
of benches, in particu-
lar. Parliament has the
right to enact the sub-
ject legislation and has
done so strictly in ac-
cordance with the law
and the Consti-tution,
the response said.

Meanwhile,  the
government had argued
that if the Supreme
Court (Practice and
Procedure) Act 2023
was sustained, verdicts
handed down by
benches constituted
before enactment of the
law would be saved as
past and closed trans-
actions. At the outset of
Tuesday hearing, CJP
Isa said that the law
affected the chief jus-

tice and the two senior
most judges of the apex
court. “On one hand,
the CJP’s powers, if
not being limited, are
being reduced. On the
other, the same powers
are being distributed
among senior judges,”
he said. Justice Isa said
that the law would also
apply to future chief
justices and senior
judges of the apex
court. He said that he
had felt that he should
not be a part of the
bench hearing the
please but because it
affected all judges, it
was deemed fit that a
full court preside over
the case. Addressing
the lawyers gathered,
he urged them to talk
about points that were
relevant to the case.
“We want to try to con-
clude [the case] today,”
he said as he high-
lighted the backlog of
cases in the SC. He said
that if the lawyers
wished to make addi-
tional arguments, they
could submit a detailed
response to the court.

Starting his argu-
ments, lawyer Ikram
Chaudhry read out the
opening paragraph of
the Act. He argued that

the paragraph indicated
that the law was being
enacted for a “certain
or a specific purpose”.

However, CJP Isa
interjected and asked
whether the law stated
this or the lawyer was
implying this. “Let’s not
put words in a statute
which don’t exist. If
that is your impression,
then say so,” he re-
marked. The lawyer
then went on to Sec-
tion 3 of the Act, which
states that a committee
of judges would con-
stitute a bench to hear
matters of public im-
portance. He said that
the clause was an “en-
croachment on the area
which falls within the
legal framework”. Re-
garding the provision
of appeal under the Act,
the lawyer said that “ad-
ditions” to Article 183
of the Constitution —
which empowers the
SC to entertain public
interest litigation in its
original jurisdiction —
could only be made
with a two-third major-
ity in Parliament. He
further said that Sec-
tion 8 of the Act had
“bulldozed the concept
of the independence of
the judiciary”.

KARACHI  (INP):
Karachi Police on Tues-
day claimed to have suc-
cessfully apprehended
members of the notori-
ous criminal gang known
as the "Asif Burger"
gang.  According to po-
lice, this group was in-
volved in a wide range
of criminal activities, in-
cluding car thefts, mobile
phone and laptop rob-
beries, online bank
heists, all conducted
through  fraudulent
women's identities. The
operation resulted in the
arrest of multiple sus-
pects from the Sarjani
area of Sindh's capital,
Karachi. The arrested in-
dividuals include the
leader of the gang, Asif
Burger, as well as his as-
sociates Ramiz (alias
Raheel), Umar, Daniyal,
Sarfraz, and Ali Raza.
However, one member of
the gang, Wajid, man-
aged to evade capture,
prompting a manhunt by
law enforcement agen-
cies. The modus oper-
andi of the gang was
cunning. Asif Burger, the
ringleader, specialized in
creating fake female iden-
tities to lure unsuspect-
ing victims. He would

use these fake IDs to
pose as a potential buyer

of mobile phones and
laptops.

Grand opera-
tion against

power pilferers
in AJK to be

launched soon
ISLAMABAD,  Oct 03
(INP): Grand operation
against power pilferers in
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK)  will be soon
launched in cooperation
with the federal govern-
ment.  According to details,
out of 2.2 billion units of
electricity provided by the
federation to AJK on annual
basis, 1.28 million units
electricity was stolen caus-
ing a loss of Rs10.62 bil-
lion to the national exche-
quer.  Chairman Water and
Power Development Au-
thority (WAPDA) has as-
sured of extending full sup-
port to Azad Kashmir to
overcome the electricity
theft.

GWADAR  (INP): The
GDA Hospital Gwadar
has made sign ificant
strides in addressing the
primary healthcare needs
of the local community,
having provided medical
treatment to over 100,000
patients in the past year,
with a primary focus on
maternal and child health
issues.

During a meeting
held here, Dr. Aftab
Ahmad, the Head of
Indus Campus at GDA
Hospital, presented a
comprehensive progress
report to the Director
General of GDA, Mujeeb
Ur Rehman Qambarani,
and Dr. Shahzad Alam,
the Health Consultant to
the Chief Minister of

Balochistan.
Last year, the

Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA) en-
tered into a strategic part-
nership with Indus Hos-
pital, a trusted name in
the realm of social ser-
vices and healthcare.

Under this agree-
ment, the management
of GDA Hospital was
handed over to Indus
Hospital, ensuring the
delivery of top-tier
healthcare services to
the local population.

“Over the past year,
our hospital has played
a pivotal role in provid-
ing free healthcare ser-
vices to the residents of
Gwadar, making a signifi-
cant impact on the local

community’s well-be-
ing,” said  Mujeeb Ur
Rehman Qambarani.

According to the
statistics presented by
Dr. Aftab Ahmad during
the meeting, a total of
99,309 individuals
sought medical attention
at the Outdoor Patient
Departments (OPDs) of
GDA Hospital in the past
year.

Out of them, 47,379
were females who visited
the Family Medicine
Clinic, while 30,989 pa-
tients sough t care at
consulting clinics.

Additionally, 20,941
individuals sought medi-
cal attention in the Emer-
gency Room (ER) depart-
ment of the hospital.

Likewise, a total of
3,642 patients were ad-
mitted to the hospital for
the treatment of various
ailments.

During this period,
1,094 women visited the
hospital to deliver their
children. The hospital
also conducted 1,077
general surgeries for pa-
tients from the local
population.

An impressive total
of 102,168 laboratory
tests were conducted
over the past year.

These tests served
as the basis for provid-
ing high-quality treat-
ment to patients, includ-
ing the provision of free
medications when nec-
essary.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Pakistan is gearing up
to launch 5G mobile
phone connectivity in
August 2024, accord-
ing to the Ministry of
Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommuni-
cation.

According to me-
dia report,  this an-
nouncement comes as
a response to the grow-
ing demand for faster
and more advanced
telecommunications
services.

The ministry has
unveiled a comprehen-
sive business plan for
the launch of 5G ser-

vices in the country.
The plan includes hir-
ing an international con-
sultant to provide guid-
ance for the project,
forming an Inter-Min-
isterial Advisory Com-
mittee to shape the fu-
ture of 5G in Pakistan,
and developing an auc-
tion policy and business
plan.

The government
will also take inspiration
from successful mod-
els in countries like
Bangladesh for the
spectrum auction pro-
cess. Importantly, the
plan emphasizes that
spectrum allocation will

not be granted to any
single operator without
a competitive process
to ensure fairness and
promote a competitive
environment.

Before the auction
of the coveted 600
MHz spectrum, the
business plan outlines
the need for substantial
reforms in the telecom
sector. This includes
addressing ongoing
court cases related to
spectrum allocation and
creating incentives for
telecom operators to
participate actively in
the auction.

To further encour-

age the expansion of
5G services, the busi-
ness plan includes pro-
visions for facilitating
the opening of Letter of
Credits (LC) and laying
fiber optic cables.

The launch of 5G
services in Pakistan is
a pivotal moment in
technological advance-
ment. It is expected to
revolutionize the way
people communicate
and consume content.
5G will also enable
new and innovative ap-
plications in areas such
as healthcare, educa-
tion, and transporta-
tion.

ISLAMABA:D:  A delegation from KP working for the promotion of Hindko lan-
guage called on President Dr Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

HYDERABAD: Sand is lifted with the help of an excavator from the bed of river
Indus at kotri.

HYDERABAD: Health worker administering polio vaccine drops to a child during
a Polio vaccination campaign at Government Hospital at Norani basti.

ISLAMABAD: Children of Kachi abadi busy in study at open to sky park school in
F-6 area.
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi adressing the convocation of dentistry and nursing department
of the Foundation University School of Health Sciences(FUSH).

ISLAMABAD: Khazar Farhadov Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan held a
meeting with Caretaker Federal Minister Health Dr Nadeem Jan.

ISLAMABA:D :Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a meet-
ing of the Apex Committee on National Action Plan.

ISLAMABAD:  Caretaker Federal Minister for Railways, Shahid Ashraf Tarar
chairing a meeting at Ministry of Railways.

No reason, logic behind any delay in
general elections: Siraj-ul-Haq

Efforts of HWPL for global praisewor-
thy: Governor Punjab

LAHORE (INP): Governor
Punjab Muhammad Balighur
Rehman has appreciated the
efforts of Heavenly Culture
World Peace Restoration Light
(HWPL) for peace across the
globe since 2014.

The Governor Punjab was
talking to a delegation of
HWPL working for global
peace, which led by Senator
Kamran Michael called on him
at Governor House Lahore on
Tuesday. Balighur Rehman
said that the Kashmiris in Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir
were still deprived of their le-

gitimate right to self-determi-
nation. He said that India was
trying to suppress the legitimate
right of self-determination of
Kashmiris by usurping their
basic human rights.

He said that international
organizations should ensure the
implementation of the UN
resolutions to resolve the
Kashmir issue. Governor
Punjab said international peace
organizations need to be more
active and play an effective role
in resolving Palestine and
Kasmir issues for durable
peace in the world.

Governor Punjab said that
currently, most of the officers
and soldiers of the armed
forces of Pakistan were serv-
ing in the United Nations
Peace Mission. On this occa-
sion, the delegation informed
the Punjab Governor about the
aims and objectives of peace
organization, Heavenly Culture
World Peace Restoration
Light.  The delegation com-
prised Yang Bang sig, Park
Kyung-taek, Kim Young-
seung, Jun Young-woo, Lee
Seungkyu, Naveed Tahir and
Javed Waheed.

LAHORE (INP): Ameer Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) Siraj-ul-Haq has said
that there was no reason and logic
behind any delay in upcoming
general elections, adding the JI
was staunchly committed to re-
sisting any unconstitutional ac-
tions that might infringe upon the
fundamental right of the people
to vote.  Talking to media in
Mansoorah on Tuesday, he
pointed out that the constitution
unequivocally stipulates the hold-
ing of elections within 90 days
following the dissolution of as-
semblies.

Sirajul Haq stressed that sta-
bility was contingent upon up-
holding the constitution and con-
ducting transparent elections.

He criticized those who ad-
vocate for prioritizing economic
reforms before elections, assert-
ing that such calls merely echo

past slogans, specifically the
rhetoric of "accountability before
elections." He noted that propo-
nents of these ideas were acutely
aware of their dwindling popular-
ity among the masses and were
anticipating an impending defeat.

Underscoring the responsi-
bility of the state and its institu-
tions to combat smuggling and
corruption, the JI chief emphasized
that an elected government was
better equipped to address these
challenges. He highlighted the
people's admiration for the armed
forces, attributing it to the consti-
tutional mandate of safeguarding
the nation. He emphasized that
adherence to the constitution by
all institutions would enhance the
respect and affection accorded to
them by the public. He expressed
regret that the two previous coa-
lition governments had led the

nation's economy astray in past
five years, resulting in profound
hardship for the people. He criti-
cized the caretaker government,
characterizing it as an extension
of the previous administration,
and accused it of adhering to the
directives of the IMF.  He also
pointed out that caretaker govern-
ments in two provinces were op-
erating beyond their constitution-
ally defined tenure. The caretak-
ers, he added, also lacked the au-
thority to increase electricity and
gas tariffs.

Siraj said the JI would not
enter into any electoral alliances
and would contest the elections
under its own symbol, the scale.
He affirmed the JI's unwavering
commitment to advocating for the
people's rights and combating in-
flation until relief is delivered to
the citizens.

President Alvi directs CDNS to reimburse
Rs1.2m to fraud victim woman

ISLAMABAD (INP): President
Dr Arif Alvi has directed the Cen-
tral Directorate of National Sav-
ings (CDNS) to reimburse an
amount of 1.2 million rupees with
profit to a fraud victim woman.

It should be mentioned that
the money was fraudulently with-
drawn from the woman’s account
through the issuance of a ficti-
tious cheque book and affixing her
fake signatures on the withdrawal
slip. Dr Arif Alvi on Monday
asked CDNS to refer the matter to
FIA for proper investigation so
that the delinquent officials of
CDNS involved in the scam may
be brought to the book and pun-
ished.

The president issued these
directions while deciding on a rep-
resentation filed by CDNS (the
Agency) against the decision of
the Wafaqi Mohtasib directing
CDNS to refer the matter to FIA
for thorough investigation. As per
details, the complainant Abida
Riffat had alleged that she was
maintaining a Pensioners Benefit
Account with CDNS in
Rawalpindi. She found out in 2021
that an amount of Rs 1.2 million
had been fraudulently withdrawn
from her account in 2019 through
another cheque book which was
never issued to her. She lodged a
complaint with CDNS for investi-
gation and recovery of her de-

frauded amount, but the matter
was investigated in a superfluous
manner and she was informed that
she could not produce any evi-
dence in support of her claim. Feel-
ing aggrieved, she approached
the Wafaqi Mohtasib which asked
CDNS to investigate the matter
through FIA.  CDNS then filed a
representation with the President
against the Mohtasib’s decision.

President Alvi in his decision
observed that CDNS in its letter
dated 28.12.2021 had admitted
that Rs 1.2 million were withdrawn
from her account through the fake
transaction on 23.05.2019 by af-
fixing a fake signature on the with-
drawal slip.

PTI chief’s cipher case to be heard in
Adiala Jail

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Minis-
try of Law on Tuesday issued a
notification to hold Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman’s
trial in Adiala jail in the cipher
case. The notification adds that
the law and justice division says
it has ‘no objection’ to the trial
being held in jail.

The notification was issued
after special court judge Abul
Hasnat Zulqarnain wrote a letter
to the Ministry of Law, asking it

to issue a notification to hold the
hearing of the cipher case in the
Rawalpindi prison due to security
concerns. Earlier, the FIA submit-
ted challan of the cipher case in a
special court constituted under
the Official Secrets Act. PTI chair-
man and Vice Chairman Shah
Mahmood Qureshi were indicted
in the challan. The FIA pleaded to
the court for trial and conviction
of the Chairman PTI and former
foreign minister Shah Mahmood

Qureshi. The first information re-
port (FIR) was registered on Au-
gust 15 under the Official Secrets
Act. It was registered on the com-
plaint of the Home Secretary.

Former prime minister Imran
Khan and former foreign minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi were
nominated in the report, while
names of former principal secre-
tary Azam Khan and former plan-
ning minister Asad Umar were also
mentioned.

German Consul Visits Trauma Center in Quetta, Of-
fers Support and Condemns Violence in Pakistan

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Karachi-based
German Consul General, Dr.
Lotz Rodiger visited the Civil
Hospital Trauma Center
Quetta and inquired about the
condition of the injured in the
Mustang tragedy and pre-
sented them with flower bou-
quets and wished them a
speedy recovery.

The Managing Director
(MD) of, the Trauma Center,
Dr. Azimullah Babar briefed
the German Consul General
regarding the treatment of the
injured.
Germany strongly condemns

terrorist attack
Talking to the media on this

occasion, the German Consul
General Dr. Lotz Rodiger said
that Germany strongly con-
demns terrorism in Pakistan.
“We stand by Pakistan in this
hour of trial”, he said.

The CG condemned the
incidents of violence in the
strongest terms and has come
to visit the injured in the light
of the special instructions of
the German government. The
German Consul General appre-

ciated the administration, doc-
tors and staff for the excellent
care of the injured.
Germany ready to provide

support to Pakistan
Dr. Lotz said that Germany

is ready to provide all kinds of
support to its friend country
Pakistan in economic, educa-
tion, health and other fields.
Germany understands

Pakistan’s security issues, he
mentioned. The German Con-
sul General said that today was
Germany’s national day and
that Along with his team, he
had come to Balochistan on this
special day on the Mastung
tragedy. Mir Murad Baloch,
Honorary Consul General of
Germany in Balochistan and
other high-ups were also
present on this occasion.

Senate Body to dismiss “The Promotion & Protection
of Gandhara Culture Authority Bill, 2023”

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chair-
man Senate Standing Commit-
tee on National Heritage and
Culture, Senator Afnan Ullah
Khan presided over a meeting
of the committee held here on
Tuesday.

Senators Mushahid
Hussain Sayed, Palwasha
Mohammad Zai Khan, Khalida
Ateeb, Fawzia Arshad, Falak
Naz, Keshoo Bai and Rubina
Khalid attended the meeting.
Secretary Ministry of National
Heritage and Culture along
with other key officials graced
the meeting with their pres-
ence.

During the meeting, the
Committee unanimously re-
solved to dismiss the consider-
ation of the "The Promotion
and Protection of Gandhara
Culture Authority Bill, 2023,"
based on the committee's con-
sensus that the bill had been
previously rejected in a prior
committee meeting.

The Ministry officials pre-
sented a compliance report on
the recommendations made by
the committee to date. Out of
the 40 recommendations re-
ceived, 32 were fully compli-
ant.

The committee was also
apprised of the Ministry's ini-
tiative to develop indigenous
cultural educational material for

children in various mother
tongues, including Urdu. Sec-
retary Ministry of National
Heritage and Culture con-
firmed that steps have been
taken in this direction and dis-
cussions have been initiated
with the Ministry of Federal
Education & Professional
Training. The Committee was
also informed that a conference
highlighting the “indigenous
cultural education material for
children in all mother tongues
including Urdu” was held in
Pakistan Academy of Letters
on Sep 19-20, 2023.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of preserving culture and
heritage as part of our national
identity, the Committee empha-
sized the need to take owner-
ship of these aspects, consid-
ering them crucial meeting
points within society, particu-
larly for the youth.

In response to concerns
about language and translation,
the Committee acknowledged
the significance of Urdu as a
unifying language for Paki-
stanis. It was suggested to ad-
dress translation errors on
signboards and airports, and the
DG "Idaare Farogh e Qomi
Zuban" pledged to pursue ap-
propriate translations with rel-
evant authorities.

The Committee also delib-

erated on designating the
"Karoonjhar Mountain
Tharparkar" in Sindh as Na-
tional Heritage. While recog-
nizing its cultural and historical
significance, Senator Keshoo
Bai emphasized the importance
of preserving this site for the
Hindu community and the
people of Tharparkar. The
Committee called for the
mountain to be protected from
mining activities and recom-
mended involving the Sindh
Government in this decision.

Senator Mushahid Sayed
emphasized the potential eco-
nomic impact of preserving
tourist sites to boost tourism,
citing culture and sports as uni-
fying factors within society.

Looking forward, the Sec-
retary Ministry of National
Heritage and Culture revealed
plans for the launch of a heri-
tage app next week and a Heri-
tage TV channel, underscor-
ing the Ministry's commitment
to promoting Pakistan's rich
cultural heritage.

Furthermore, the Commit-
tee recommended an increase
in the number of stores at
Kartarpur Sahib and expressed
their intent to visit the
Kartarpur Corridor, emphasiz-
ing the enhancement of reli-
gious and heritage tourism in
Pakistan.


