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2 civilians martyred, 1 injured in unprovoked firing by Af-
ghan sentry on pedestrians at Chaman border: ISPR

Sardar Muhammad Khondai

AnAfghan sentry employed at Friend Ship Gate
of Chaman Border Crossing along Pakistan-
Afghanistan Border in Balochistan Province
opened unprovoked and indiscriminate firing at
pedestrians moving from Pakistan to Afghani-
stan, the military’s wing media said on Wednes-
day evening.

|
The incident occurred at the outbound gate

located on the zero line. Resultantly, two inno-
cent Pakistani citizens including a 12-year-old
child embraced Shahadat, while another child
was injured, the Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR).

Pakistan troops exercised
extreme restraint

Own troops exercised extreme restraint and
avoided any exchange of fire in the presence
ofinnocent passengers to avoid collateral dam-
age. Dead bodies of the deceased have been

shifted to DHQ Hospital Chaman and the in-
jured child, who was immediately evacuated
by security forces, is under treatment.

Afghan authorities asked for such
anirresponsibleapproach

Afghan authorities have been approached
to inquire about the reason for such irrespon-
sible and reckless acts, apprehend and hand
overthe culprit to Pakistani authorities. IAG is
also expected to exercise control over its troops
and impart discipline to act responsibly in order
to avoid the recurrence of such incidents in the
future.

Pakistan remains committed to contribut-
ingtowards peace, prosperity and development
through positive and constructive bilateral re-
lations, however, such unpleasant occurrences
have the potential to harm the sincere intent
and purpose.

Legal Action Against Former Balochlstan Mlms-
ters for Failure to Return Official Vehicles

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The Balochistan government has decided
to take legal action against the former provincial
ministers, advisers, and parliamentary sccretaries
for their failure to return official vehicles.

The government has decided to register cases
against the former lawmakers who failed to return
official vehicles, a well-placed official at the
Balochistan Home and tribal affairs department. The
official requested anonymity since he was not au-
thorized to speak to the media.

100 official vehicles missing

The former lawmakers have yet to return around
100 vehicles for the last more than two months.
Despite repeated notices and requests, the former
lawmakers are reluctant to return the official ve-
hicles.

The Balochistan Services and General Admin-
istration Department (S&GAD) issued repeated let-
ters to the former ministers, parliamentary secretar-

ies, and advisers in this regard. The former lawmak-
ers have been misusing official vehicles for the last
more than two months, another officer of the S&GAD
revealed.

Legal action being taken
against former ministers

“We will take legal action against the former
ministers”, Jan Achakzai, the caretaker information
minister in Balochistan said. He said the home de-
partment and police have been instructed to lodge
first information reports (FIRs) against former min-
isters to mount pressure on them to return official
vehicles.

“We urge the former ministers to return official
vehicles”, Mr. Achakzai said. He said the provincial
government was trying to solve the issue of miss-
ing vehicles amicably and trying to convince the
former lawmakers to return vehicles.

Former allies step up rhetoric as JUI-F calls PPP’s demand for timely

NEWS DESK: The Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam (JUI-F) on
Wednesday stepped up the rhetoric and called out
formerally PPP for its namative of timely polls, say-
ing that the party’s demand was actually “an ex-
cuse to run away from elections”.

The statement, issued by JUI-F spokesperson
Aslam Ghauri, comes two days after PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari criticised the former for en-
dorsing a delay in polls.

After publicly criticising the PML-N multiple
times over the past few weeks for allegedly accept-
ing a delay in general elections beyond three
months, Bilawal had taken exception to a statement
issued by JUI-F chief Mau-lana Fazlur Rehman,
wherein he had questioned the possibility of elec
tions in the winter season.

Inan address in Karachion Monday, the former
foreign minister had said: “One [PML-N] says that
fresh delimitation is crucial for the next elections
and the other [JUI-F] questions the possibility of
polls in January and February due to harsh winter.
The people of Pakistan now should know and iden-
tify all those who are running away from elections.”

“Let me be very clear, we won’t sit by idly. We
will keep raising our voice for timely elections,” the

long life; eventually, he will become the prime minister,” he stated, clalmmg that the PPP was able to

polls ¢ excuse to avoid elections

and advised the PPP to do the same to prevent any
complaints in the future regarding insufficient time.

These political skirmishes come as the country
has entered the pre-election mode.

Earlier this month, the Election Commission of
Pakistan announced that general elections would
be held in January next year but did not provide a
date. In the run-Up to polls, political parties have
begun preparation for their electoral campaigns.

Ina crucial development leading up to the elec-
tions, the ECP released a preliminary report last week
outlining the delimitation of constituencies based
on the 2023 digital census. PPP only solution to
country’s crises: Sharjeel Separately, in a media talk
in Peshawar earlier in the day, PPP leader Sharjeel
Inam Memon said his party was the only solution
to Pakistan’s crises.

“Pakistan needs PPP ... Pakistan needs Bilawal
sahab,” he said. Memon claimed that, unlike other
political parties, the PPP did not have a selfish
agenda and genuinely wanted to work for the well-
being of the public. In this regard, he recalled devel-
opment projects initiated during his party’s tenure
and lauded Bilawal’s performance as the foreign
minister.

PPP chief had added. secure a seat from Larkana in the 2018 elections due to a “level ng field”. The PPP leader further demanded that elections

In response to Bilawal today, the JUI-F spokes- “Supported the census because saw a potential advantage in it,” the statement said. should immediately be held in the country. “The
person said the PPP “should bring forth its real It added that the “ruckus” over early polls was “actually an excuse to escape from elections”. public should be given the right to use their man-
agenda and cease targeting its coalition partners”. “This umabnlny over demanding a level playing field and raising concerns over weather conditions ~ date and elect a political party which should then

“Why this haste? May Allah bless Bilawal with  is astonishing,” the JUL-F spokesperson said. He added that the JUI-F had begun its election campaign ~steer the country out of crises,” he added.

Quetta Roads Clogged as 24,000 Unpermitted
Rickshaws Swarm Streets

Manan Mandokhail.

QUETTA: In Balochistan’s provincial capital,
over 24,000 rickshaws have been operating for
the last few years. Roads are clogged as more
than 24,000 rickshaws run without official per-
mission, commonly called the ‘permit’.

‘Adrive s scheduled to be launched against
illegal vehicles, rickshaws and motorcycles on
the directives of caretaker Excise and Taxa-
tion Minister, Prince Ahmed Ali. Mr. Ali chaired
ahigh-level meeting the other day and reviewed
all Snangermms for the crackdown in this re-
gard.

Only 16,000 legal rickshaws

This was revealed by the Secretary of
Excise and Taxation, Syed Zafar Ali Bukhari
while talking to reporters on Wednesday. He
said the number of rickshaws running on roads
and streets of Quetta is over 40,000 and only
16,000 of them had the official permits.

Crackdown from Oct 11

The Secretary’s comments have come af-
ter issues of worst traffic jams in the provincial
capital. Excise Department with the help ofthe

police decided to launch a against
unregistered vehicles and rickshaws from Oc-

-
A rickshaw on the road of Quetta: Photo Farooq Khan

tober 11 this month, Syed Zafar Bukhari an-
nounc

Thousands of illegal mo-
torcycles

Mr. Bukhari informed thousands of motor-
cycles are also on the streets of Quetta, he
said that unregistered rickshaws and motor-
cycles are the main cause of accidents and traf-
fic jams in the city. “We have decided to take
legal action agamstownem of illegal rickshaws
and vehicles”, he

Thousands of NCP ve-
hicles in Quetta

Vehicles, rickshaws and motorcycles will
be stopped throughout the city on October 11
to address the issue of traffic jams and ensure
the implementation of the law, Syed Zafar
Bukhari stated.

Quetta City is also facingthe issue of non-
custom paid vehicles. Scores of non-custom
paid vehicles roam on the roads of the provin-
cial capital for the last few years. So far no
considerable action has been taken against the
influential owners of vehicles.
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Shelterless schools in Balochistan
and CM Ali Mardan Domki

Editorial :

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan Domki announcement about the
construction of buildings for shelterless schools appears to be a positive
stride. As per the statistics of the education department, the number of shelter-
less schools across the province is more than 2,000. However, independent
sources put the number much higher than what is being quoted by the depart-
ment. The CM needs to translate his words into action in terms of the con-
struction of buildings and boundary walls for the government-run schools.
Although, the construction of buildings has not been reflected in the public
sector development program (PSDP) for the current financial year. However,
the government can evolve a stralcgy and mechanism to include all shelterless
schools in the forthcoming budget.
UNICEF, EU should go beyond inaugural sessions

Mr. Ali Mardan Domki made this announcement while addressing the
inaugural ceremony of the Balochistan Education Support Program (BESP).
Representatives of the European Union and UNICEF were also in anendance
As far as UNICEF and EU are concerned, they have to go beyond inaugural
sessions and take steps for the promotion of the education sector.

of

Climate Tides and Raising Injustices: The Climate-
Gender Violence Nexus in Balochistan

Chandni Kakar:

T hroughout history.

crisis situations, be they
wars, natural disasters,
or extreme economic
downturns, inevitably
unmask the ugly face of
social inequality. Among
the different types of in-
equality, gender-based
violence (GBV), often
considered a shadow
pandemic, regrettably
seizes these ci itua-
tions as a breeding
ground, leveraging emo-
tions of fear and uncer-
tainty. Strikingly, in the
windswept terrains of
Balochistan,a menacing
overlap of climate
change and GBV rises
like amonstrous specter,
in the flood-

Yes, first it is the of the to make
sure provision of education to every kid entitled under article 25-A of the
Constitution. But UNICEF and EU should not be confined to a private hotel or
their heavily-guarded offices. It has almost become a tradition that once in a
year these organizations hold seminars.

8,188 schools have no toilet facil

According to the statistics of lhc education department, 8,188 schools
have no toilet facility. This is a matter of serious concern. The number of
government-run primaries, middle and high schools across Balochistan is more
than 15,000. Statistics show that 11,775 schools have no facility for drinking
water and nearly 8,000 schools have no boundary walls. It is good to see
representatives from the UNICEF and EU discussing education in Quetta. But
still, a lot needs to be done.

Their attractive signboards and banners should match their performance
on the ground. As far as the government is concerned, it must announce an
emergency to make sure the enrollment of more than 1 million children in
schools and improve the state of facilities in schools.

prone areas.
Catastrophic
Climatic Events
and GBV-
Mysterious
Puppets on the
Same String
Here's the curious
case: aggravated climate
change, leading to in-
creased flood events,

and a rising tide of GBV
are_not_isolated_in-

stances of social trauma

but deeply intermingled
phenomena in
Balochistan.

Official reports
show a disturbing trend
157 cases of domestic
violence werereported in

h in 2022, with

trend in extreme climate
events in the same
timeline correlates with
this rise, painting a chill-
ing picture. This corre-
lation isn’t incidental
but consequential, a
nexus amplified by the

35 individuals being
killed on the pretext of
Karo Kari, half of whom
were women, and 40
womenbecoming victims
of sexual abuse.
Before this, in
2021, the number
of reported cases
of domestic vio-
lence was 127,
with 30 women
being victims of
sexual violence.

In 2021, according to
the Balochistan Gender-
Based-Violence Case
Management System,
close to 3726 cases of
GBV werereported. The
following year, in 2022,
this figure swelled to
4082, illustrating a stag-
gering increase of nearly
9%. Digging deeper re-
veals an uncanny coin-
cidence. An upward

tal changes and socio-
economic fallout they
induce.

Climate Change
in Balochistan:
More Than Just
an Environmen-
tal Issue

ance, wherewomen, due
to systemic patriarchy
and gender biascs, bear
the heavy toll. Socictal
roles designate farming,
household work, and
gathering waterand firc-
wood as feminine dutics,
allof which become per-
ilous with fluctuating cli-
‘matic conditions.
Recent Case:
An Appalling
Tale from

Naseerabad
Consider the heart-

wrenching drama that
unfolded in

Climate change in
Balochistan isn’t calm-
ing down, like a seem-
ingly ceaseless sand-
storm it obliterates ways
of life. In July 2022, un-
precedented torrential
rains in Quetta led to
submerged communi-
ties, damaged infrastruc-
ture, and homeless fami-
lies. Similarly,
Naseerabad faced
daunting floods in Au-
gust, with farmlands, the
vital backbone of their
economy, laid to waste.
his  consistent
harsh climate rattles lhe

Amidst the devastating
floods, several women
and girls reported being
victims of horrific vio-
lence when they went
out to collect clean wa-
teror seek shelter. A spe-
cific case that sounds
alarm bells was that of a
seventeen-year-old girl,
who, seeking refuge dur-
ing the floods, was bru-
tally assaulted.
he Future:
Deciphering
the Complex
Jigsaw Puzzle

ic

So,how do the con-
voluted cogs of climate
changeand GBV work in
unison?

A deeper scrutiny
suggests, that with ris-
ing environmental insta-
bility, women are forced
into vulnerable situa-
tions, escalating GBV
rates.

‘Additionally, the di-
version of resources and
law enforcement focus
to disaster relief further
aggravates these inci-

The growing cli-
‘mate crisis in Balochistan
is more than an environ-
‘mental problem

It is a socio-eco-
nomic menace, a catalyst
for gender-based vio-
lence, and a glaring tes-
tament to the intricate re-
lationship between hu-
‘manity and Mother Earth.
A multi-faceted ap-
proach that intertwines
climate strategy with
genderjustice is the need
of the hour. The time is
ripe to refine our lenses.

Climate change
comes not just with roar-
ing winds but also with
silent whispers of rising
injustice against vulner-
able sections of society.

Life on the brink

By Rafia Zakaria:

. ost the IMF agreement.  improvement to a lot of

TN suneotmis year,the fup things o beon, poorla.
Pakistani government hopeless for so long, High inflation is not
had issued two tenders even a tiny dilution of always a bad thing. Go-
tobuy LNG on the inter- - misery is worth celebrat- ing by the sectors that
national market but ing. have seen an increase in
didn’t receive any bids. And there is a inflation, tobacco is one

Pakistan’s devalu- chance that things in the of the goods whose price
ing currency and lack of ~ future will not be quite has increased hugely.
foreign  exchange, as bad as this summer Given that tobacco
coupled with the pulm- has been. Even though consumption is the
cal turmoil plaguing the inflation rose in Pakistan cause of devastating
country, has apparently over the month of Sep- health problems — ev-
made it a bad risk. This tember, and is now atan erything from breathing
means what it always all-time high of 31.4 per  problems to cancer — for
means, which is that cent, some respite came  so much of the popula-
there is likely to be an this past weekend in the ~tion, one hopes that this
even worse-than-usual lowering of petrol and  increase will force some
shortage of gas in the diesel prices. Prior to of those who are ad-
country as it makes its this, prices had been at dicted to tobacco, to
way towards the winter arecord highand would ~give up the habit alto-
months. likely have remained at  gether. It is not a pretty

One way to cushion that levelhad itnot been  way to quit smoking, but
the perpetual bad news for a decrease in global quitting is quitting and
of life in 2023 is to oil prices. whatever the reason,
present the bad news Together, the hope ~ those who can no longer
first so that even slight ~for gas supplies and the pay for cigarettes will
improvements can be reduction in petrol reap the benefits of a de-
touted as successes. In  prices maypointtoaless cision that is being
the spirit of that kind of miserable road ahead. foisted on them by an
spin, I am happy to re- Inflation, according to economy gone bad.
port that in July there the Ministry of Finance More guerilla tactics
was a bidder: the com-  willlikely continucto be  may be required to deal
modities trader  high; but if you do have  with other inflated prices.
Trafigura. a place to live, despite The cost of recreation

Although there are housing prices being in- and culture in Pakistan
no reports to indicate a  flated, you mightbe able (whatever this category
deal, a buoyed caretaker to cook inside it, and if must refer to) has also
government issued two you have a job, it may increased.
new tenders for LNG re-  become marginally easier One of the reasons
cently. It expects to re- tocommutetoofficeand why economists who
ceive bids because of the  back. Given the way study inflation have
slight improvement of things have been, this found thatinflated prices
the economic condition almost seems like a vast  kill civilisations is be-

cause the cultural under-
pinnings that hold them
together come under tre-
mendous stress during
times like these. The fact
that the cost of restau-
rants and hotels has also
gone up means that even
simple pleasures like go-
ing out to eat with one’s
family and friends have
slipped out of the reach
of many people.

‘There will have to be
creative solutions to fill
in this void and there is
hope in what has always
been a frustrating fact of
Pakistani life. As the
weather gets ready to
turn colder, the resplen-
dent nuptials of the elite
class will begin to take
place without any
abndgcmcnl cl their
characteris ly indul-
gent displays ol'\veallh

There is opportu-
nity here for those look-
ing for an evening out
and some excellent
people watching to boot.
Crashing these events,
especially the ones that
are hosting nearly 1,000
people; can provide nice
evening entertainment
without a price tag. If
anyone asks, the truth
must be told: inflation
has not touched the
hosts and so they must
pardon the uninvited
guests.

De-riski

By Aisha Khan:

THE IPCC A6 Synthe-

sis Report, which draws
together the scientific
body’s work over the
past eight years, stresses
that even under a very
low greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions sce-
nario, global warming is
likely to exceed 1.5 de-
grees Celsius this cen-
tury, increasing the risk
of food insecurity, ex-
treme weather and con-
flict. At current warming
levels, communities are
already experiencing
landslides, flash floods,
storm surges, wildfires,
droughts and the drying
up of springs among
other disruptions caused
by climate change.

The conversations
and meetings this year
leading up to COP28 so
farhave not injected new
hope for either a fair or
safe world. From the
Bonn talks in May to the
'UNGA Climate Summit in

the emphasis

that account for 80pc of
‘GHG emissions failed to
agree on ways to curb
emissions and address
other crucial matters at
the Delhi Summit. The
lack of consensus after
ayear filled with climate-
induced disasters and
repeated calls for action
sends a strong signal of
what to expect from the
critical COP negotia-
tions. The second meet-
ing of the High-level Po-
litical Forum under the
auspices of the UNGA of
the recently concluded
SDG Summit marks the
‘midpoint of the goals set
for 2030. The mismatch
between actions and
transformative shifts
needed to avert the cli-
mate crisis and absence
of some of the big emit-
ters does not lend hope
ofany momentum in the
accelerator agenda. The
SDG theme of peace and
security for the year has
l'alled to relgmte opu.
iv-

has remained on the need
to do more, without any
concrete action to
achieve the elusive tar-
get of decarbonising the
economy through deep,
rapid and immediate cuts
in emissions.

misgl
mgs bout mulilateral
processes and fair out-
comes. The recently

g climate

Paris Agreement in driv-
ing near-universal cli-
mate actions, but falls
short of projecting the
grim reality. It urges the
need for prioritising the
phasing out of fossil fu-
cls and working with all
levels of government to
scale up tried and tested
solutions while invest-
ing in new, innovative
technologies. All eyes
willnow be on Dubai to
see how the presidency
leverages the stocktake
to course correct and
transition to a safer tra-
Jjectory with a rapid re-
sponse plan. As always,
finance will dominate the
negotiations, and the is-
sues of drastic cuts in
emission, doubling ad-
aptation finance and
operationalising the loss
and damage fund along-
side the need for reform
in the global financial
architecture will be key
determinants in setting
the future agenda, So far,
all the climate reports
have one thing in com-
mon. Allserve as a wake-
up call for moving past

first global
stocktake synthesis re-
port, which is a culmina-
tion of two years of data
collection from scien-
tists, and

min-
isters from G20 nations,
representing countries

business
recognises herdeoiv

and prose that use cli-
mate as a glossary to list
thematic areas or high-
light threats that are al-
ready being experienced
by people, but fail to pro-
vide timely solutions.

‘The pivot shift from
Paris to Dubai comes at
a time when much has
changed since the 2015
Paris Agreement. The
need for keeping tem-
peratures below 1.5°C,
capping peak emissions
by 2025, reducing GHGs
by 203010 stay within the
safe threshold of plan-
etary boundaries, higher
costs for mitigation and
adaptation, the war in
Ukraine and the chang-
ing geopolitical land-
scape are all new ele-
ments that have added
greater urgency to find-
ing solutions. While the
cost of making transfor-
‘mative changes may be
high, the price of inac-
tion will come with a
greater cost to human
life, plunging millions
into poverty and deep-
ening inequality. The
stocktake 2023 is not
merely about assessing
where countries stand
on Nat-io-nally Deter-
mined Contributions, it
is also about using cur-
rent trends to anticipate
threats to human secu-
rity and making a call on
how we see humanity. If
all lives matter, then ne-
gotiators need to rede-
fine the battle lines and
engage with the intent of
de-risking climate secu-
rity.

A surge in terrorist attacks

By Zahid Hussai

T ; militants are better and activities of the Is-
HE bloodbath in grmed than before and lamic State-Khorasan
Mastung last week was  well organised. group. Several recent
yet another grim re- A report recently militant raids have been
minder of the relentless released by  the traced to the group. Al-
rise of militant violence Islamabad-based Centre though no one has
that is threatening na- for Research and Secu- claimed responsibility,
tional securit rity Studies (CRSS) re- the suicide attack in
The suicide attack vealsa staggering 57 per Mastung last Friday
on aRabiul Awwal con- cent escalation in mili- bears all the hallmarks of
gregation  in  the tantviolence nationwide anIS-K attack.
Balochistan town leftal- over the last quarter. It is not for the first
most 60 people dead. At It’s an extremely time that Mastung,
least five people were alarming situation, rais- which houses
killed in a targeted attack  ing questions regarding madressahs known for
in KP on the same day, our counterterrorism their association with
swelling the number of strategy that appears to outlawed extremist sec-
fatalities. be faltering as militants tarian outfits, as well as
It was one of the ofallstripes continueto transnational militant
bloodiest days of the operate. The latest wave groups, has  been
current year that has al-  of violence highlights drenched inblood. There
ready recorded the high-  the inability of the secu-  has been a marked esca-
est number of casualties ~rity agencies to deal with  lation in sectarian vio-
among security forces in  the rising militant threat. lence, with the town be-

the past cight years. Ter- Almost 1,100 coming the hub of reli-
rorist attacks have be- people, including 386 gious radicalism.
come almost a daily af- security personnel, lost One of themost radi-

fair. The return of terror-  their lives to militant vio-  cal madressahs was es-
ism presents amost seri- lence in the first nine tablished by the family
ous challenge to a na- months of the year, ac- of Khalid Shaikh
tion mired in multiple cri-  cording to the CRSSre- Mohammed, an Al
ses. The spate of killings  port. The report notes Qaeda leaderand master-
across the country dem-  that the numberof fatali- mind of the 9/11 terrorist
onstrates the expanding ties from terrorist attacks  attacks. The connection
capacity of militant this year has increased, was revealed after a sui-
groups to carry out in- with KPand Balochistan cide attack on
creasingly audacious having suffered 92pc of Muharram procession in
operations. all fatalities since the Quetta in 2004 was
While the adminis- beginning of the year.  traced to the facility.
tration silently watches While a reinvigo- The investigations
thesituation drift toward rated Tehreek-i-Taliban showed that the master-
anarchy, aimed maraud-  Pakistan (TTP) has re- mind of the attack were
erscarry out their deadly ~ portedly been involved Mosaib al Baluchi and
attacks with impunity. in most of the terrorist Dawood Badani, close
The pattern and scale of ~ attacks, more worrisome  relatives of Khalid
violence indicate that the  is the growing presence  Shaikh Mohammed, who

®

were later arrested and
taken to Guantanamo by
American forces. It was
the first time that an
Ashura pmcess.on was
attacked by militants
here, lending a new and
dangerous dimension to
sectarian terror in the
province.

Over the years,
Mastung, located some
50 kilometres from
Quetta, has become the
‘main centre of extremist
sectarian groups. The
latest attack also marked
an escalation in attacks
on rival Sunni groups. In
2017, a suicide bomber
struck the convoy of a
JUI-F leader Abdul
Ghafoor Haideri, who
was then deputy chair-
‘man Senate, killing sev-
eral people.

Many madressahs
in the region have be-
come the focus of the
outlawed Lashkar-i-
Jhangvi which has now
reportedly taken up the
banner of IS-K. The lat-
est attack on the Rabiul
Awwal procession indi-
cates the growing influ-
ence of the hard-line
Salafi version of Islam,
that has its origins in the
Middle East. There has
also been a marked rise
in IS-K activities in KP.
Inthe past three months,
the terror group has
claimed several attacks
in the province.

Open-ended conflict

By Mabhir Ali:

EARLY last month,

Nato Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg offered
an extraordinary revela-
tion ata meeting with Eu-
ropean parliamentary
committees. “The back-
ground,” he said, “was
that President Putin de-
clared in the autumn of
2021, and actually senta
draft treaty that they
wanted Nato to sign, to
promise no more Nato
enlargement.

That was what he
sent us. And [it] was a
precondition for not [in-
vading] Ukraine. Of
course, we didn’t sign

at.”

3

Until then, any
Western politician who
hinted at any kind of
provocation”  behind
Russia’s military over-
reach risked being la-
belled an apologist for
Vladimir Putin. The un-
reasonably hawkish
Stoltenberg obviously
does not fall in that cat-
egory, and he went on to
remind his audience
about how Moscow’s
venture had backfired,
with Nato spreading its
wings to Finland and,
potentially, Sweden,
apart from fast-tracking
eventual Ukrainian mem-
bership.

Western diplomats,
including the more en-
lightened minds at the

US State Depart-1 mcni

resurfaced as the leading

havebeen
least the 1990s (ha!
Nato’s castward expan-
sion was a red line for
Moscow. Mikhail
Gorbachev was verbally
promised it wouldn’t oc-
cur, and regretted not
insisting on a written
assurance. Even Boris
Yeltsin, cﬁccmc]y aUs
puppet, bristled at
Nato’s ambitions. By the
time Putin replaced him
in 1999-2000, key Eastem
European states had al-
ready switched their sat-
ellite status from ex-So-
viet to American via
Nato membership, and
the Baltic republics fol-
lowed.

Putin seemed will-
ing to accept this as a
fait accompli, but Nato’s
membership offers to
Georgia and Ukraine
seemed like overkill.
From Moscow’s vantage
point this wasn’t all that
different to how Wash-
ington would feel - or
react - ifany future Sino-
Russian military alliance
sought to woo Canada
or Mexico.

In his discourse,
Stoltenberg proudly
framed
of Puti
suitable riposte to a bel-
ligerent dictator. The
ideaofamore diplomatic
response that might
have averted a bloody

warappe-ars not to have
troubled his

None of this de-
tracts from the fact that
Russia was the aggres-
sor in February 2022,
and Ukraine the victim.
The provocation that
Stoltenberg has belat-
edly acknowledged by
no means adds up to
any justification for

oppression”, which has
consumed tens of thou-
sands of lives and
heaped untold misery on
Ukrainians in the regions
bordering Russia. Nor
should anyone ignore
Putin’s contentious and
often ridiculous excuses
for pretending that the
‘mediaeval origins of the
Russian empire in the
Kyiv region somehow
sanctify his ambitions.
However, it’s not al-
together absurd to per-
ceive Ukraine as simul-
tancously a victim of
Nato’s unreconstructed
preoccupations. Once
its raison d’étre disap-
peared with the demise
of the Soviet Union and
its hegemonic arena of
influence, a new enemy
had to be found. Al
Qaeda and its offshoots
offered a convenient
distraction for a few
years, but once that pe-
tered out, Russia and a
changing China under
Xi Jinping conveniently

Pakistan played a
co-starring role in the
so-called war on terror
(arguably as a sidekick
to both the hero and the
villain), and it is even
said to have had a cameo
in the latest conflict. It
has lately been claimed
(though denied by the
FO) that it has been sup-
plying weapons to
Ukraine since last year,
and that this was crucial
for its access to the lat-
est tranche of IMF
funds, apart from the
usual “structural adjust-
ment’. That is by no
means implausible, given
Pakistan’s pre-cxisting
defence trade ties with
Ukraine — it has even
been suggested that
many of the weapons
sent back originated
from Ukraine. What
sounds dodgier is the
claim that the notorious
“cipher’ was part ofa US
plan to oust Imran Khan
Just so that Pakistani
shells and missiles could
be delivered to Ukraine.
The diplomatic missive
was received well after
the no-confidence mo-
tion was in train.

The dethronement
was manipulated as
much as the enthrone-
ment, but most probably
not at Uncle Sam’s be-
hest.
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Education in nation-building is as essential

as foundation stone: Mushaal

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Special Assistant to
Prime Minister (SAPM)
on Human Rights and
Women Empowerment,
Mushaal Hussain
Mullick on Wednesday
made itclear that the role
of education in nation-
building is as essential as
the foundation stone
and our young genera-
tion through education
can play a significant
role in the uplift and de-
velopment of the coun-

only the name of getting

come is emphatic, adding
that Igbalemphasized the
youth,

“See your present in
the light of the past.”
“Iqbal’s message was
very clear: he meant that
the “New Dawn” could
only come from the mod-
ern youth who are ca-
pable of overthrowing
the shackles of external
materialism and
reawakening their inner
fire,” she added

Therefore, Mushaal
underlined that it was
high time to focus on
education for the
progress and prosperity
of the country. The
SAPM on Human Rights
and Women Empower-
‘ment said: “We are proud
ofour children who have
‘made Pakistan famous in
“OA” levels. During the
ceremony, Mushaal,
CEO of Roots Millen-
nium Schools, Chaudhry
Faisal Mushtag, Sabina
Zakir Directorof Commu-
nications, Community.

regularise the student
body and become re-
sponsible citizens. She
said that it was next to
impossible to enslave
educated people; hence
the Indian notorious fas-
cist government was
‘making all-out efforts to
deprive the people of
education through vari-
ous coercive tactics.
Mushaal stated that the
occupation authorities
were well aware of the
power of education that
a war-like situation was
created and a curfew was
placed in the Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IOJK) un-
der a well-conceived
plan so that parents
could not send their chil-
dren to educational insti-
tutions because of fear
of their detention and
torture at the hands of
brutal Indian forces. En-
lightening the
Millennials about pro-
gressive education, she
said education is not

marks butalso the name
of improving the differ-
ent abilities of the stu-
dents. Mushaal encour-
aged the leanersto work
hard and put their best
efforts towards their re-
spective clubs and soci-
cties. Highlighting the
role of education in
breaking the shackles of
slavery, the SAPM on
Human Rights and
Women Empowerment
said that Sir Syed Ahmed
Khan laid the foundation
stone of the Aligarh Col-
lege which became the
focal point of the Mus-
lim activities during the
Pakistan movement that
eventually led to creation
of Pakistan.

Similarly, Mushaal
shed light on the role
played by Allama
Muhammad Iqbal’s po-
etry in awakening the
youth, who, she said of-
fered immense hope to
the young because his
imagery of the ddwn to

“We can create
awareness about human
rights only through edu-
cation,” she added. The
SAPM made these re-
marks while speaking as
a chief guest at a cer-
emony titled the Millen-
nium Education One
World Campus, E-11/4
Islamabad hosted by
Student Council Investi-
ture Ceremony and High
Achievers Awards 2023
aimed at encouraging
young individuals to

(W.H.O l’nkls [all Mis: sloll Hcad is rccﬂvmg shield from Federal Minister of National Health Service|
d C of of "Mera Schat Card" App launching Ceremony.
|Minister Health Balochistan s also present on October 04, 2033,

Rs.283.4m fine imposed on 2320 electricity thieves,
2239 booked, 1749 arrested in 27 days: FESCO

FAISALABAD (INP):
Faisalabad Electric Sup-
ply Company (FESCO)
claimed to have imposed
a fine of Rs.283.4 million
on 2320 electricity
thieves caught during 27
days of anti-power-theft
campaign in FESCO re-
gion. FESCO spokesman
Tahir Sheikh said here on
‘Wednesday that FESCO
had launched a vigorous
anti-theft drive on spe-
cial direction of Minister
of Energy (Power Divi-
sion)and during 27 days
of this campaign the
anti-theft teams of the
company caught 2320
power pilferers from its
eight districts. The com-
pany had imposed a to-
tal fine of Rs.283.4 mil-

Pakistan

ofmore than Rs.4 million
on these electricity
thieves in respect of
more than 85,000 detec-
tion units. He said that
in Faisalabad district, up
till now, 820 electricity
thieves were caught and
handed down with a fine
of more than Rs. He said
that 218 electricity
thieves were caught in
Jhang district so far and
fined more than 800,000
detection units amount-
ing to more than Rs.34.8
million. Similarly, 234
electricity thieves were
caught from Bhakkar and
handed down with a fine
of 755,000 detection
units amounting to
Rs.33.2 million. In
Chiniot district, 277 elec-

tricity thieves were
handed down with more
than 800,000 detection
units amounting to
Rs.26.9 million. Mean-
while, more than 173,000
detection units amount-
ing to Rs.9.1 million was
imposed on 66 electric-
ity thieves caught from
Khushab district. In
Mianwali district, 254
electricity thieves were
caught and more than
527,000 detection units
amounting to Rs.25.1
million were imposed on
them as fine. In Sargodha
district, 252 electricity
thieves were caught and
fined with more than
620,000 detection units
amounting to more than
Rs.29.4 million.

lion on the pilferers un-
derthe head of detection
units of 6.453 million in
addition to getting
Rs.112.6 million recov-
ered from them.

FESCO hadalso got
cases registered against
2239 accused whereas
the police had arrested
1749 electricity thieves
so far, he added.

Giving further de-
tails, he said that the
FESCO teams continued
checking of power pilfer-
age round the clock and
caught 49 electricity
thieves during last 24
hours who were stealing
electricity through vari-
ous modes including di-
rect supply. The com-
pany had imposed a fine

to launch 5G mobile services
in August 2024

not be granted to any
single operator without
a competitive process
to ensure fairness and
promote a competitive
environment.

Before the auction
of the coveted 600
MHz spectrum, the
business plan outlines
the need for substantial
reforms in the telecom
sector. This includes
addressing ongoing
court cases related to
spectrum allocation and
creating incentives for
telecom operators to
participate actively in
the auction.
To further encour-

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Pakistan is gearing up
to launch 5G mobile
phone connectivity in
August 2024, accord-
ing to the Ministry of
Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommuni-
cation.

According to me-
dia report, this an-
nouncement comes as
aresponse to the grow-
ing demand for faster
and more advanced
telecommunications
services.

The ministry has
unveiled a comprehen-
sive business plan for
the launch of 5G ser-

vices in the country.

age the expansion of
5G services, the busi-
ness plan includes pro-
visions for facilitating
the opening of Letter of
Credits (LC) and laying
fiber optic cables.

The launch of 5G
services in Pakistan is
a pivotal moment in
technological advance-
ment. It is expected to
revolutionize the way
people communicate
and consume content.
5G will also enable
new and innovative ap-
plications in areas such
as healthcare, educa-
tion, and transporta-

The plan includes hir-
ingan international con-
sultant to provide guid-
ance for the project,
forming an Inter-Min-
isterial Advisory Com-
mittee to shape the fu-
ture of 5G in Pakistan,
and developing an auc-
tion policy and business
plan

he government
will also take inspiration
from successful mod-
els in countries like
Bangladesh for the
spectrum auction pro-
cess. Importantly, the
plan emphasizes that
spectrum allocation will
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HYDERABAD: Activists of hala naka hold a protest against the police at hala

naka.

HYDERABAD: Additional Secretary IG Finance Department Sinda Ghulam Murtaza is lis tening to)
theissues from Sheikh Sailian Open mouth Shahbaz Hall.

SC resumes hearing pleas challenging
law limiting CJP’s powers

ISLAMABAD (INP): A

enforcement of the Su-
preme Court (Practice
& Proce-dure) Act,
2023. Last week, the
Pakis-tan ~ Muslim
League-Q (PML-Q)
had pleaded before the
apex court that the Su-
preme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act
2023 was aimed at pro-
moting the indepen-
dence of judiciary, the
rule of law, and the
right to access to jus-
tice and fair trial. The
party, represented by its
counsel Zahid F.
Ebra-him, said SC rules
provided that the legis-
lature could determine
the practice and proce-
dure of the court in re-
lation to the constitution
of benches, in particu-
lar. Parliament has the
right to enact the sub-
Jject legislation and has
done so strictly in ac-
cordance with the law
and the Consti-tution,
the response said.

Meanwhile, the
government had argued
that if the Supreme
Court (Practice and
Procedure) Act 2023

was sustained, verdicts
handed down by
benches constituted
before enactment of the
law would be saved as
past and closed trans-
actions. Atthe outset of
Tuesday hearing, CJP
Isa said that the law
affected the chief jus-
tice and the two senior
most judges of the apex
court. “On one hand,
the CIP’s powers, if
not being limited, are
being reduced. On the
other, the same powers
are being distributed
among senior judges,”
he said. Justice Isa said
that the law would also
apply to future chief
justices and senior
judges of the apex
court. He said that he
had felt that he should
not be a part of the
bench hearing the
please but because it
affected all judges, it
was deemed fit that a
full court preside over
the case. Addressing
the lawyers gathered,
he urged them to talk
about points that were
relevant to the case.

“We want to try to con-
clude [the case] today,”
he said as he high-
lighted the backlog of
cases in the SC. He said
that if the lawyers
wished to make addi-
tional arguments, they
could submit a detailed
response to the court.

Starting his argu-
ments, lawyer Ikram
Chaudhry read out the
opening paragraph of
the Act. He argued that
the paragraph indicated
that the law was being
enacted for a “certain
or a specific purpose”.

However, CIP Isa
interjected and asked
whether the law stated
this or the lawyer was
implying this.

“Let’s not put
words in a statute
which don’t exist. If
that is your impression,
then say so,” he re-
marked. The lawyer
then went on to Sec-
tion 3 of the Act, which
states that a committee
of judges would con-
stitute a bench to hear
matters of public im-
portance.

full court headed by
Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) Qazi Facz
Isa has resumed hear-
ing a set of petitions
challenging the Su-
preme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act
2023. The proceedings
are being streamed live
on television. The Act
requires the formation
of benches on consti-
tutional matters of pub-
lic importance by a
committee of three se-
nior judges of the court.
In a pre-emptive move,
the Supreme Court —
then led by former CJP
Umar Ata Bandial — in
April had barred the
government  from
implementing the bill
seeking to curtail the
chief justice of
Pakistan’s powers
once it became a law.
On the very first
day of assuming charge
as the chief justice,
CJP Isa had ordered the
hearing to be live
streamed and had im-
plicitly vacated the April
13 suspension of the

[Commissioner Quetta Division, Hamza Shafqaat addressed a press conference.
[He announced that action would be taken against illegal immigrants as per the
Ipolicy of government. He also hinted a crackdown against illegal rickshaws in the
[provincial capital.

Stability linked with transparent elections,
ECP must announce date: Siraj

LAHORE (INP): Ameer
Jamaat-e-Islami (J1),
Siraj-ul-Haq linking the
stability to the conduct
of transparent elections
has urged the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to announce the
date for the national
vote. Addressinga press
conference at
Mansoorah on Wednes-
day, he asserted that the
caretaker government
lacks the authority to
make decisions on mat-
ters of policy, adding the
increases in electricity
and gas tariffs were out-  informed journalists that
side their jurisdiction, the JI had already nomi-

Senate Body reprimands NHA over delay in
Pindi-Kharian Motorway project

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Senate Standing Com
mittee on Communica-
tions has reprimanded
the National Highway
Authority (NHA) over
delay in Pindi-Kharian
Motorway project and
gave ruling that if project
exceeds Rs85 billion, the
issues would be sent to
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) and cases
would be registered
against the concerned
officers.

stituencies as a form of
pre-clection rigging,
vowing to raise the issue
with the ECP. He
stressed the importance
of institutions maintain-
ing their apolitical
stance and adhering to
the constitution, empha-
sizing that the upcoming
election must prioritize
transparency over super-
ficial appearances. Siraj
called for a forensic au-
dit of Independent
Power Producer (IPP)
agreements, citing mas-
sive payments to private
companies in the form of
capacity charges.

nated candidates for 80
percent of the seats in
both the national and
provincial assemblies.
In response to a
query, the JTchiefargued
that those who had re-
peatedly held power in
the country for years
had failed to bring about
any meaningful change.
Instead, he contended
that the former rulers
bore direct responsibility
forthe current crises fac-
ing the nation. Address-
ing another question, he
decried the allocation of
substantial development
funds for specific con-

placing an undue burden
on people.

Sirajul Haq stated
that the JT would persist
in its protest movement
aimed at ;afeguardmg
the rights of the people
and would stage a sit-in
in front of the Govemor's
House in Karachi on Oc-
tober 6. Prior to this, he
chaired a meeting of the
central leadership, which
discussed the JI's prepa-
rations for the upcoming
general elections and
other challenges con-
fronting the nation. He

was further informed
that the feasibility of the
Pindi-Kharian
Motorway has been
completed. PC-1 has
been approved. The pre-
bid meeting for the PP
mode project has also
been held.

Techno Metrocan
and the Chinese consor-
tium are the top bidders
and ZKB are also in the
list. Two tunnels will also
be built in the 117 km
longmotorway.

The meeting to
Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Communica-
tion was held at Parlia-
‘ment Lodges Islamabad
on Wednesday under
the chair of Senator
Prince Ahmed Umer

imadzai.

The committee was
informed that the 70 ki-
lometer long Kharian-
Sialkot ~ Motorway
project was estimated to
be completed at cost of
Rs43 billion. ECNEC ap-

proved the project in
2021 and half of the
project’s land acquisi-
tion has been com, ﬁcwi.

The Punjab govern-
ment has not issued the
NOC for construction of
bridge on River Chenab
due fo which the project
was delayed, we were
forced to change the
route and 34 percent
workon project has been
completed, the commit-
tee was informed.

The Senate Body
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Tragic Loss: Two Security Personnel
Sacrifice Lives in Chaghi Blast

Riaz Baloch:

In a tragic incident, two security
personnel were martyred and an-
other three got injured in a bomb
blast on Wednesday evening.

Levies sources said the ter-
rorist incident took a place in the
Chaghi bazar of Balochistan prov-
ince. Three security personnel
were injured in the attack.

Vehicle targeted
through an IED

Miscreants targeted the
forces vehicle through an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) in

injured were rushed to
hospital for medical treatment and
emergency was declared in the
hospital to provide medical treat-

ISLAMABAD (IN he bull-
run of Pakistani rupee against
the US dollar has entered the
20th successive day in the in-
terbank market on Wednesday.

According to the data re-
ceived from the forex traders,
the local currency soared by an-

menttowgaeed. e e o a0 SR
Pakistani rupee’s bull-run against US
dollar continues in interbank market

back and was currently ex-
changing hands at Rs284.65 in
the interbank market. On Tues-
day, the Pakistani rupee had
‘maintained its upward trajectory
against the US dollar, gaining
0.36% in the interbank market.
At close, the rupee had settled

other Rs1.07 against the green-

HYDERABAD: DSP Waheed Mallah Latifabad speaking at a press conference at|
police station Latifabad.

at Rs285.72 after an increase of

Rs1.04.

In a key development,
Pakistan’s headline inflation
clocked in at 31.4% on a year-
on-year basis in September, the
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS). significantly higher than
the reading in August when it
stood at 27.4%.

Manchester United suffers another blow as
defeated by Galatasaray at home

LONDON (INP): Manchester
United’s suffers another loss at
home against Galatasaray by
chaotic 3-2 and have lost their
opening two Champions League
matches for the first time.

Manchester United season
was spiraling out of control and
manager Erik ten Hag appears
powerless to stop the rot.

It should be mentioned
here that this was United’s sixth
defeat in 10 matches in all com-
petitions this season, with posi-
tive pre-season vibes now a dis-
tant memory.

Ten Hag appeared to be
steering United in the right di-
rection when he ended a six-
year trophy drought last season
and led them to a third-place fin-
ish in the Premier League.

Now the Dutchman, in his
second season at Old Trafford,
is under growing scrutiny for
the first time as he scrambles
for solutions.

Ten Hag's men badly
needed a victory on Tuesday
after losing their Champions
League opener against Bayern
Munich and faced a Turkish side
who had never won in England
before.

United led twice, courtesy
of impressive goals from new
forward Rasmus Hojlund, but

Galatasaray took advantage of

some calamitous defending,
sealing the win when Mauro
Icardi dinked the ball over the
error-prone Andre Onana.

Ten Hag says there are “no
excuses” for his side’s dismal
performances but is not wor-
ried about losing his job.

“Last season: brilliant, ter-

rific, more than we could ex-
pect,” he said.

“We also knew in this
project there would be common
gaps. At this moment we are in
a very difficult period as every-
one can see but we come out
together, we are fighting to-
gether.”

The question is, what does
the Dutchman, besieged by
problems on and off the pitch,
do to halt the steep decline?

New goalkeeper Onana has
become the symbol of the
team’s defensive woes but he
is merely one malfunctioning
unit in an underperforming ma-
chine.

The Cameroon interna-
tional, who played under Ten
Hagat Ajax, made a costly gaffe
at Bayern last month and made
another horrendous mistake on
Tuesday as Manchester United
imploded.

Onana was bought to re-
place the long-serving David de
Gea, with his passing range con-
sidered one of his greatest
strengths.

But his error count is
mounting. On Tuesday, he
passed to Dries Mertens of
Galatasaray. Casemiro’s attempt
to rescue the situation but
brought a red card and a pen-
alty, which Icardi missed.

Ten Hag appears to be
sticking with his number one,
signed in a deal worth up to £47
million (857 million), giving him
a vote of confidence.

“We already have seen in
games his great capabilities, also
his personality after he made
mistakes,” he said. “He will

bounce back.”

United have conceded 18
goals in 10 matches this season,
their highest tally after 10 games
of a campaign since 1966/67.

In mitigation, they are grap-
pling with a crippling injury cri-
sis in defence — Diogo Dalot is
the only fit senior full-back and
central defender Lisandro
Martinez has been ruled out for
another extended spell.

Hojlund was the one bright
spark on Tuesday, scoring a
powerful header and putting
Manchester United 2-1 ahead
after an electric burst of pace.

But fellow striker Marcus
Rashford looks a pale shadow
of the rampaging forward who
scored 30 goals last season. He
has managed one so far this
term.

Ten Hag has also had to deal
with off-field distractions in-
cluding a spat with Jadon
Sancho, who has been banished
from the first-team squad.

Brazilian winger Antony re-
turned as a substitute against
Galatasaray followinga leave of
absence to deal with allegations
of domestic abuse against him.

Everything is taking place
against a’backdrop of continu-
ing uncertainty over the own-
ership of the club, nearly a year
after the unpopular Glazers said
they were considering a sale.

Despite the appalling re-
sults, there is no evidence that
Ten Hag’s job is under immedi-
ate threat.

But ultimately he will know
the buck stops with him as at-
tention turns to Saturday’s
home match with Brentford.

-

River.

= nn\a
- . s _7 -
o G I L S

T Sl -

HYDERABAD Youngster playing cricket match at Kotri Indus

ISLAMABAD: Geir Thomas Tonstol, Country Director International Labour Organization (ILO),
calls on the Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
[Development, Jawad Sohrab Malik.

Provision of FIA challan copies to Imran, Qureshi
deferred; cipher case put off till Oct 9

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
special court has adjourned the
hearing of the cipher case
against PTI Chairman Imran
Khan and Shah Mehmood
Qureshi till October9.

The court did not provide
the copies of the FIA challan
to the accused today and they
would be given the copies at
the next hearing. The courtre-
jected the request made by the
lawyers of the accused who
sought a halt to the trial pro-
ceedings on the grounds that
the Islamabad High Court is
currently hearing Imran’s bail
application in the cipher case
and that the high court has re-
served its verdict on the plea
challenging the in-camera pro-
ceedings of the case. However,
the special court judge ruled
that the Islamabad High Court
had not passed any stay order,
therefore his court could not
stop the proceedings of the
case. The FIA prosecutor re-
quested for an in-camera hear-
ing, beseeching the court to
keep the public out of the case.

The judge, however, re-
marked that there is no public
as the court is already holding
an in-camera hearing. Earlier,
the special court judge reached
Adiala Jail to hold the trial of
former premier Imran Khan
and former foreign minister

EMPOW

KK AWF during the 2-day Under-18
[Play at Pakistan Sports Complex.

Shah Mehmood Qureshi in the
cipher leaking case. It was the
first hearing of the cipher trial
in the Adiala Jail after the trans-
fer of PTI Chairman Imran
Khan to this prison. Before
that, the hearings of the case
were held at Attock Jail.
Special Court Judge Abul
Hasnat Zulqarnain heard the
case. The PTI lawyers and
FIA prosecutors also reached
the jail. Twelve PTI lawyers
were allowed to enter the
prison facility to attend the trial
proceedings. It was expected
that the PTI chairman and vice
chairman Qureshi would be

provided copies of the FIA fi

challan which was submitted
to the court last week. The
PTI lawyers were supposed to
file miscellaneous applications
to stop the distribution of cop-
ies of challan to the accused.
In case of distribution of
challan copy, one-week time
would be fixed for the indict-
ment of Imran Khan and Shah
Mehmood Qureshi. Outside
Adiala Jail, security arrange-
ments were tight and security
was on high alert. The FIA has
declared both Imran and
Qureshi ‘principal accused’ in
the case, requesting the court
to hold a trial of the duo. The
investigation agency invoked in
the challan sections 5 and 9 of

Girls Volleyball T

the Official Secrets Act which
may lead to the death sentence,
or two to 14 years’ imprison-
ment, if proved.

Yesterday, the Ministry of
Law and Justice said that it had
no objection to holding former
premier and PTI Chairman
Imran Khan’s trial in the cipher
case at Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi where he has been
incarcerated these days.

e ministry issued anoti-
fication in this regard after an
inquiry was sent to it by the
special judge regarding the
venue of the trial. Earlier on
Tuesday, Special Judge of Of-
al Secrets Act Court Abul
Hasnat Zulgamain wrote a let-
ter to the Ministry of Law and
Justice seeking its opinion on
whether the hearing on the ci-
pher case tomorrow would be
held in Adiala Jail or the judi-
cial complex. “Is there any se-
curity concern to bring the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman to the court?” the
text of the letter read. “The
PTI chairman is an important
personality and the head of a
political party. His security will
have to be taken into consid-
eration by the court,” it added.
“If there are no security con-
cerns, the case will be heard
in the judicial complex,” it
stated.

ISLAMABAD: Finalists teams pose for agroup photowith Cristina Von Sperling Afridi Clmurperson
C
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BISP chairman emphasis equipping benefi-
ciaries with technical education

NOWSHERA (INP): Dr
Muhammad Amjad Saqib,
Chairman of the Benazir In-
come Support Program
(BISP) here Wednesday said
that equipping children of the
beneficiaries with technical
education and vocational train-
ing was imperative for their
economic empowerment, pov-
erty alleviation and social
change in society.

He said all initiatives of
BISP were aimed at providing
much-needed financial support
to disadvantaged people and
enabled them to make easy
access to essential resources
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Zohra Aslam and other senior

quarters for speedy implemen-

officials briefed him about vari-  tation

ous initiatives, the process of
registration, institutional re-
forms and the disbursement of
payment procedure.
Chairman Dr Amjad Saqib
said that over 9.3 million fami-
lies including 64,000 families in
the Nowshera district were
benefiting from the program
continued inall districts of KP.
He said Taleemi Wazaif
program was an important ini-
tiative started to help students
of beneficiaries to get a qual-
ity education without financial
constraint and conmbule tothe

an for -
nomic and education develop-
ment besides nourishment of
their children.

He said BISP’s Kafalat,
Taleemi Wazaif, children
Naushnuma and other pro-
grams were launched by the
government to alleviate poverty
and ensure the dignity and self-
respect of the downtrodden.

BISP Chairman expressed
these views while talking to
beneficiaries and media during
his visit to BISP centres at
Risalpur and Nowshera here.
Director General BISP KP,

country’s d D pro-
cess.
He directed BISP authori-

ties to select students of FA/
F.Sc of the beneficiaries for
online in Infor-

He said that a society can
move on the road to progress
and prosperity only when the
people and state work together
for socioeconomic and educa-
tion empowerment of under-
privileged people and bring
them to par with the developed
segment of society.

He said BISP carried au-
thentic verified data of the poor
families and urged the philan-
thropists to come forward and
generously contribute to their
economic well-being.

Besid suring maxi-
mum facilities and transpar-
encyin the disbursement of the
payment, he directed the staff
to concentrate on the educa-
tion of beneficiaries such as the

mation technology and other
technologies so that they could
contribute to their families on
the financial front besides pro-
viding employment to others.
Dr Amjad Saqib directed
BISP Nowshera authorities to
preparea list of 10 talented stu-
dents of FA/FSc for online IT
and other vocational courses
and submit it to BISP Head-

fplantation, tech-
nology, cleanliness and other
socioeconomic issues impera-
tive for social change in soci-

e

Y.

DrAmjad Saqib reiterated
that transparency was the hall-
mark of BISP and warned
strict action against any staffer
or agent found guilty of cor-
rupt practices or irregularity in
the payment procedure.




