First Digital Print Daily of Balochistan

Rs.10.00 VOL.VNo 166

UETTA VOICE

Editor :Asim khan

Friday October 06,2023

dquettavoice@gmail.com

FM Jilani meets Afghan counterpart in Tibet, discusses challenges
confronting regional peace

ISLAMABAD: Interim Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas
Jilani on Thursday met Afghan counterpart Amir
Khan Muttaqi in Tibet and discussed the challenges
confronting regional peace and stability.

FM Jilani is in China on a two-day visit to par-
ticipate in the third Trans-Himalayan Forum for In-
ternational Cooperation, being held in Nyingchi,
Tibet autonomous region, from October 4-5.

e Trans-Himalaya Forum, established in 2018,
aims to foster enhanced collaboration among re-
gional nations on geographical connectivity, envi-
ronmental conservation, ecological preservation,
and the strengthening of cultural ties.

According to a statement released by the For-
cign Office on X today, Jilani met Afghan Foreign
Minister Muttagi. During the meeting, Jilani reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s commitment to further strengthen
bilateralties with Afghanistan. He also underscored
that challenges conffonting regional peace and sta-
bility should be addressed in a “collaborative spirit
through collective strategies”. The meeting comes
two days after Pakistan gave an ultimatum to all
undocumented immigrants, including Afghan na-
tionals, to leave Pakistan by October 31, or risk im-

and ion to theirresp

tries. The decision was taken in an apex committee
meeting headed by Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq
Kakar and attended by the army chief, among oth-
ers. The committee also decided that movement
across the border would be subject to passports
and visas, while electronic Afghan identity cards
(or e-tazkiras) would only be accepted until Oct 31.
After the passage of the deadline, the authoriti

will kickstart an operation targeting illegal proper-
ties and businesses owned by immigrants or those
being run in collaboration with Pakistani nationals.
The move had drawn a response from Afghan au-
thorities, with Afghan Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid terming it “unacceptable” while urging
authorities to revisit the policy. Also, at least two
people were killed and a child sustained injuries a
day earlier when an Afghan sentry opened fire on
pedestrians at the Pak-Afghan Chaman Border in
Balochistan. Separately, in a weekly press brifing
in Islamabad earlier today, FO Spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said the ongoing operation
against illegal immigrants in the country was not
targeted atany particular nationality. NEWS DESK

Afghan Singers Protest Outside UNHCR Quetta Amidst Deportation Fear

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Over a dozen Afghan singers staged a protest
demonstration outside the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) office amidst possible
deportation and crackdown on Thursday morning.

ing white banners, the Afghan singers feared
possible deportation after the Pakistan government set
November Istas the final date forall illegal immigrants to
leave the country.

“We fear deportation”, Afghan singers

“We have all valid refugee documents, nevertheless,
we still fear deportation”, Ahmed Shedayee, an Afghan
singer told Daily Quetta Voice. Shedayee also shared similar
concerns of over a dozen Afghan singers and demanded
that the UN agency provide them support. During the
protest, the Afghan singers were also carrying their sing-
ing devices outside the UNHCR office. “We provided
them counselingand addressed their fear of deportation”,
Humera Kareem, the UNHCR'’s Quetta Spokesman said.

Counseling provided to singers: UNHCR

Protesting singers expressed concern about their life
and security in their own country.

ingers are not saft in Afghanistan”, another young
singer lamented. He said neither singers can perform their

professional dutics nor they can roam freely in Afghani-

Pakistan hosts 1.7 million Afghan refugees

The Afghan singers chanted full-throated slogans
and demanded of the UNHCR to provide them support
and convey their message to the Pakistan authorities in
this regard. “UNHCR is committed to supporting refu-
gces”, Humera Karcem mentioned

Pakistan has been hosting millions of Afghan refu-
gees for the lastmore than four decades. Currently, Paki-
stan is hosting over 1.7 million Afghan refugees. In his
recent press conference in Islamabad, the federal interior
minister, Sarfaraz Bugti said the Afghan refugees were
involved in a number of terrorist activities across the
country.

Afghan singers left after the
Taliban take over

Most of the Afghan singers left their war-torn coun-
try after the Taliban complelely took over two years
back. Since then, the Afghan singers have been residing in
Pakistan and other parts of the globe. Afghan Taliban
‘banned music and declared it un-Islamic.
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Pakistan Has Sovereign Right to Repatriate
Afghan Refugees: Jan Achakzai

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In a decisive move, the Government
of Balochistan (GOB) has reaffirmed its right
to expel Afghan individuals residing within its
borders, asserting its commitment to safeguard
national interests and maintain internal stabil-
ity. “I strongly disagree with the statement of
Afghanistan’s interim defense minister, Mullah
Muhammad Yaqoob”, Jan Achakzai,
Balochistan’s information minister said on
Thursday evening.

November 1st is set as the final
deadline

This decision comes after an apex com-
mittee in Islamabad decided to take action
against all illegal immigrams from the country.

has set N ber 1st as the
ﬂnal deadline for lllegal immigrants to leave
Pakistan. stic affairs autonomously, Mr.
Achakzai mentioned.

Emphasizing this stance, the GOB’s re-
sponse comes in light of alleged interference
by Mullah Yaqoob, the Defence Minister of the
Afghan Interim Government, who sought sup-
port fromreligious and political leaders in Pa-
kistan.

Pakistan wants stability within
its borders: Minister

The caretaker information minister said the
primary motive behind this decision lies in safe-
guarding Pakistan’s national interests and en-
suring stability within its borders. With an eye
on the security and well-being of its citizens,
the GOB has taken this bold step to address
the matter expediently, he said.

Jan Achakzai stated Pakistan remains com-
mitted to executing the process in a humane
and respectful manner. The government will
work closely with relevant authorities to facili-
tate the safe return of Afghan refugees to their

land, he said. This h reflects
Pakistan’s commitment to upholdmg the rights
and dignity of all individuals involved, the min-
ister concluded.

Respect for Sovereignty:

Pakistan stresses the importance of re-
specting the sovereignty and autonomy of na-
tions. It expects the Afghan Interim Govern-
ment to refrain from meddling in its internal
affairs and to focus on resolving challenges
within its own borders.

Pakistan remains committed to respectful
repatriation of Afghan refugees

Pakistan’s decision to repatriate Afghan
refugees within the next 26 days is a firm as-
sertion of its sovereign rights and its commit-
ment to national interests and internal stability.
It also sends a clear message to the interna-
tional community about the importance of re-
specting the sovereignty of nations. As this pro-
cess unfolds, Pakistan remains committed to
ensuring a humane and respectful transition for
Afghan refugees returning to their homeland.

PKR gains further against USD, closes near
283 in interbank

ISLAMABAD: The rupee extended its gains for the
21t consecutive session on Thursday, appreciat-
ing by a further Rs1.06 against the US dollar in the
interbank market.

According to the Forex Association of Paki-
stan, the greenback was changing hands for
Rs283.50at 9:44am in the interbank market, which is
buoyed by the recent crackdown on the informal
currency market. By the closing time, the dollar
stood at Rs283.62, depreciating 0.37 per cent, the
State Bank of Pakistan said. Meanwhile, the bench-
mark KSE-100index continued its momentumoftrad-
ing in the green, gaining 372.55 points, or 0.79 per
cent, closingat 47,452.38 from the previous 47,079.83
points. Experts have questioned the sustainability
of the rupee’s rally, and had earlier projected that it
would not make it below the 285 mark due to dwin-
dling foreign exchange reserves amid low inflows
and weak economic fundamentals. NEWS DESK
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Envimnmeul and cli-

- n mate change are the pro-
Balochistan prone to natural disasters |spective suaesic
e gridlines that would d
Editorial: fine the international fra-
Balochistan, the country’s largest province in terms of the area is prone to almost all | ternity of relations. The
\ypea ol natural disasters. Quetta, the provincial capital and various parts of the | prosperity and longevity
including drought, floods | of nations around the
and carthquakes during he lastone A deadon world would be both de-
Arecently mild carthquake measuring 5.4 on reactor scale n the province's Washuk | fined and jeopardized by
district near the Iranian border is yet to send any alzmn bclls in |hc powcr comdors nts viron-
the elements of environ

The tremors felt a couple of days ago in the wee h mental and
housesin Killi Sajld area of Basima tehsil or\mhuk dmncl plessrvaion
authority (PDMA) dse o relief | climate change manage-

goods to the displaced people, Fortunately, no human loss was caused when earth- | ment Pakistan in general
quake tremors jolted one of the backward areas of the province since people were | and the Balochistan, in

sleeping outside their rooms owing to :corchmg hc A particular, are threatened

has almost rany high- | by the climate change
Jevel government o fficial has vistted the arca to meet the cmhquakc survivors and | shifs and the thrones of
people displaced. The media too gave cold-shoulder to the damages. environmental degrada-

Torrential rains also claimed 13 lives in Dera Bugti, Jhal Magsi, Jaffarabad and
other districts of Balochistan. 907 houses were damaged, 3 waterdams burst,2 bridges | "0 1

and 10 communication roads were also damaged asa resultof heavy rainfall. Similarly, alochistan attains
floods in Nascerabad, Jaffarabad made halfa million people homeless and destroyed | @ peculiar nature both in

over2,000 houses during 2012. terms of geographic ex-
A strong carthquake in Pakistan’s one of the famous tourist areas i.e. Ziarat killed | tension as well as the
over 200 and juted more than 300 on October 29, 2008 various trends associ-

In April 2013, an carthquake in Mashkail near Pak-Iran border killed dozens and -
injured over 100, In September 2013, a powerful carthquake measuring 7.7 on the | ‘rco li:fn:; this exp it
reactor scale killed 328 people in Balochistan’s Awaran. Thousands were displaced | g1 1oture that
when the powerful tremors jolted the area. of nature that we arc
In 1935, the deadliest carthquake razed the entire Quetta city to the ground, After | tUrning into a potential
the earthquake, the British rulers introduced a building code, which fixed 30 feet height | curse. )
for buildings in the city. For some time, people followed the code. But, gradually, The documentation
people violated the code and constructed more than 300 tall buildings, plazas, shop- | of environmental laws is
ping malls, markets in the heart of Quetta city. insufficient and not in
Based on past experiences and looming future threats of natural calamitics, the | currency thereby making
: pewithany | it less effective being
cmergency situation. The scale of the natural calamitics cannot be predicted af this less responaive. The in-
point in time. However, what is humanly possible that should be done. We have to | (& TSPOTS G e,
Icarn a lesson from Japan, Turkey and other countrics when it comes to carthquakes | €duality of law with time
and other natural calamities. Mere providing relief goods, tents and blankets do not | and space has made it
offer any solution rather a comprehensive strategy needs to be made to tackle future ' hard for implementing
situations. Building code in Quetta city, which is located in the earthquake sensitive ~ the environmental re-
zone should be implemented strictly. Populations living in floods danger zones or ~ strain necessary to
water-ways should be evacuated and settled in safer places. cause a chance that one

Environmental Woes of Balochistan

Muhammad Jahangeer Kakar:

would want toseearound ~ an infractious institu- \\ hecked and are at centersof which the pro-
intangible meters. Other ~tional pyramid which is ~Jurec'ad o' hic moment, Vincial capital city of
than the Balochistan En- aiming a cry in the wil- T, in qustrialization js Quetta takes precedence
vironmental Protection derness. good enough but its overallother cities of the
Act 2012, there are no Balochistan is a goodness at the expense  Province. The city has
rules, regulations, or Pro- ~ land of mysterious habi- e uiro et FREE®  detonated into one large
vincial Environmental _tat. ts environmentalis- o ion'olid'be a sorry  Stockpile of human pol-
Quality Standards ever sues are multifaceted. compromise we may be lution without any town
framed that could regu-  The long coast remains  jncriionaly or uninten-  Planning, the invocation
late the issues of environ- - unwatched in terms of ionally making up. The ©f town management
mental hazardousness.  coastal and marine life  Gaqdani Shipbreaking Fules, and faciliies. The
‘The insufficient law ~ prescrvation. Thereisno yiqciuiq one day re- @i pollution caused by
further has given out a documented study that g,1¢ a5 the Wuhan of transportation has been
polarized institutionaldi- has yet scaled and China as it hosts the ©On the ever-increasing
chotomy which is also mapped the condition of ' hagardous activity ise With no controls
affecting the dealing with ~ the coastal life with the ¢ hiohreaking which js  OVer the fitness of ve-
environmentand climate mapping of various [ dinviting the hickdirt hicles plied on the roads;
change as the horrors of types of marine and gfie\world to our clean, The lack of environmen-
thenear future. The com- ~ aquatic species, the cli- gyeen ~ and  serene tal fitness verification
plete missing links bc- mate record measure- g ol The cost-benefit  and the customary traf-
tween ment, the analysis of this and fic licenses by thepolice
the forest, agncullure‘ conditions and ey such activities have thrown the envi-
water management, and  baselines, and the qual- along the cost remains ronmental hazards of
environment are not sys- 1|yof|hemarmeenv1mn— something yet to be pollution in the back-
temically and instirution- - ment. There can be said oot Yo heen  yard.
ally addressed. Reason  to be no institutional ar- <5040 have been so ~ Deforestation

would  demand  a rangement making one ok
synergized level where department completely e"h'l‘e’d"“?’ b another reason
these various depart- responsible for looking creasingurban- e oo environ-

ments would focus on at these parameters. ization another
working together with a  Rapid industrial- for envi mental woes of
jointly hatched intu- s . reasonlorenviron- g pictan
itional framework that  iZation along the mental nuisance o
could allow forinforma- ~ ¢oast in Lasbell, ———0—0—9— The depleting for-
tion passage, initiatives NN The unchecked ur- st cover and the utterly
segmentation and avoid  GWadar districts banization is another  diminishing precn arcas
parallelism in terms of  gojj cause of environmental —in the province are pos-

of actions. 508 unchecked nuisance. The dearth of jng |hrpcats for the 5;\»
This could also produce The rapid industri- amenities and facilities ety of flora and fauna in
joint results and could alization along the coast ~ of life and livelihood  the province. Due to in-
gauge the grey areas. and especially in the have pushed the rural effective efforts and
Thehollow baséin terms  coastal districts of Ppopulace to shift and plans by the respective
of legal terrain has raised Lasbella and Gwadar go ~ center around the urban  forest department.

Cost of climate inaction

By Ali Taugeer Sheikh

T . . initiate a national-level ate essential data on ex- submitted in 2016 to the
HE cost of climate - giockiake for a realistic penditures on climate UNFCCC  (climate
change for Pakistan is assessmentofwherewe adaptation and mitiga- change) secretariat, in-
very high. But the cost stand in climate-proof- tion, tag climate-related ~stead ofaligningwnh the
of inaction and growing ing Pakistan’s develop- expenditures, or develop ~climate policy, wenton a
procrastination is even mentagenda. Anational- bankable projects. Not different tangent. As if
higher. It is often made level stocktake can be surprisingly, Pakistan this wasn’t enough, a
worse by the absence of ~ very timely and instruc- does not successfully parallel structure was
coordination amongand  tive. attract international cli- created by the Climate
within federal ministries To begin with, Paki- mate finance, leverage Change Act in 2017 to
and between the latter stan hasstillnotadopted private sector invest- establish a climate
and the provincial de- anational agenda forcli- ments, or enable an eco- change authority, a cli-

partments. mate-proofing its devel-  system for public-private mate fund, and a (gov-
The absence of the opment priorities thatare ~ partnerships. erning) council. It was
provinces from strate- duly debated and ap- In many ways, the expected they would re-

gic-level climate deci- proved by parliament country is still struggling ~ place the climate minis-
sion-making has further and its committees, or with the first generation ~try. While the first two
trapped the country in the cabinet and its of policy planning and have still not been noti-
climate passivity. This ~specialised armssuch as  strategy papers, without ~ fied, the council last year
cycle is vicious “the less the National Economic systematically assessing held its first meeting. It
we prepare our commu-  Council and the Execu-  barriers to their imple- appears that the ten-
nities to brace for climate tive Committee of the mentation. dency to strengthen the
action, the more vulner- National Economic Pakistan’s first cli- federal grip has per-
able our economy be- Council. Likewise, there  mate pOmyaevc lopedin  sisted, despite the 18th
comes. Some initial ac- are still no guideli 2012had toa Provincial
tions on the groun timelines, or budgetary wish list of 735 actions, efforts to develop their
help us build credi allocations for climate-  including 242 priority ac- respective climate poli-
which is the weakest lmk proofing public-sector tions that were to be cies were stunted, if not
in the chain. investments. This inac- completed by 2015. The  stifled.

The climate summit  tion has locked the fu- remaining short-and me- The NDC revised in
in the UAE next month tureof millions of people ~ dium-term goals have 2021 was also not fully
willunleash the revision inmaladaptation, vulner- mostly remained unat- aligned with national cli-
process of the Nationally ~ ability, exclusion, and tended, primarily be- mate, water, agricultural

Determined Contribu- marginalisation. cause |hcsc were not and other sectoral na-
tions (NDCs) by all coun- As the Public Sec- ranked in priority, bud-  tional and provincial poli-
tries, including Pakistan. tor  Development geted, ornegotiated with ~cies. Ironically, it fell

The revisions will be Programme is still not the concerned line de- short of building upon
based on the recommen-  climate-proofed, Paki- partments. Ironically, the — the findings of the Sec-
dations of the global stan continues to use revised edition of the cli- - ond National Communi-
stocktake that will be PC-1 performa that was mate policy in 2021 pre- cation submitted in the
presented atthe summit. first designed in the sented, yet again, an- same year to the

This offers the 1960s and casually re- other laundry list,onlya UNCFCCC on the
present interim govern- vised in 2005. This does  longer one. country’s emissions lev-
ment an opportunity to  not help Pakistan gener- Pakistan’s NDC els.

~ Only time will tell

IN - truth is the firse /2mmu_ & Kashmir, - sorCEC Abdus Sattarin - Sunak, (2)no on trusted
war, truth is the first - \here jn 2016 as chief 1970, he might have to the Labour party, and (3)
casualty. In Third World  secretary AJK “he en- manage the afterbirth of whenever Labour oppo-
countries, truth all too sured peaceful, free and  the elections, should sition runs the country,
often is smothered at fair elections”. (AJK has there be a controversy it does the job badly. lt
birth. Never more often 2.7 million registered over the results. The po- could have been a script
than when general elec- voters; Pakistan has litical parties espe- tailored forthe PML-] N s
tions are duc. 127m.) The last “frecand  cially the PPP — areal- penchant for hero wor-

The midwife of our ~fair’ elections in Pakistan  ready in a state of appre- s
elections — the Election  were conducted in 1970, hensive agitation about ing dismissal of every
Commission of Pakistan under president Gen the unevenness of the opposition. There are

has informed us that YahyaKhan. The CECat playing field. It is not still four months to go
our general elections will ~ the time was a Bengali, unlikely that the PPP before our elections. Al-
be delivered in the last Mr Abdus Sattar. The leadership (father, aunt though there is a quasi-
week of January 2024. political maclstrom that and son) may refuse to  em-bargo on news about
The exact dateis asecret followed left Sattar accept the results of the the PTI leader Imran
to which we voters are stranded in West Paki- 2024 elections, just as Khan, the little news se-
not yet privy. stan. Eventually, he re-  MrBhuttodidin 1970,  creted into the me--dia

Traditionally, our turned to Bangladesh, The PML-N — its indicates that he has ac-
Election Commission has ~ where in time he became ~ former coalition partner cepted the te--d-ium of
always been headed by its seventh president.  andagain its main oppo- incarceration, like some
judges. We have had 16 Under our Consti- nent has promised schoolboy after his first
in succession since 1969.  tution, the CEC enjoys  Oct 21 (the scheduled homesick days at board-
For the first time since the status of a judge of date of supremo Nawaz ing school. It has taken
then, however, the chief the Supreme Court of Sharif’s return to Paki- Imran Khan sometime to
election commissionerin  Pakistan. That did not stan) as the ‘Day of De- adjust. He has, sooner
2020 was handpicked prevent CEC Raja, how- liverance’. Considering ~ than expe-cted. That be-
from amongst the bu- ever, from flouting the thatthe PML-N hasbeen came apparent when he
reaucracy. orders of his judicial in power on three occa- was informed that he was

The present CEC brethren inthe Supreme sions in the past, it is ~being transferred to the
Sikandar Sultan Raja Court, when on March the next ively more con-
joined the DMG/PAS in 22, 2023, he postponed ~elections as Britain’s rul- genial Adela jail. He told
1987. His last posting the provincial elections. ing Conservative party his captors that he pre-

was as federal secretary/ Some fear that, isbeforeits ownpolls— ferred to remain where
chairman, Pak---istan sometime before the last ~ as political ‘underdogs’. he was. The longer his
Railways, in 2018. After week of January 2024, This disheartening imprisonment, the stron-
14 unsu--ng months  the bureaucrat CEC will admission was made by ~ger his resolve.

there, he was appointed revert to the lessons he the chairman ofthe Con- When he is re-
CEC in January 2020 for absorbed during his servative Party Greg leased — as he shall,
aperiod of five years.  training. He will follow Hands. He told del- when the patience of his

According to the precedent — this time, ecgates at the party con- captors runs out — he
ECP website, the only hisown. The CEC’sten- ference a few days ago might like to recall the
clection he has ever con- ure will end in January that (1) everyone praised words of an Olympian
ducted was in Azad 2025.Like his predeces- Prime Minister Rishi athlete Louis Zamperini:

Crop challenges

T . for this vital zone. that of the other crops. ~ create better storage fa-
HAT Pakistan is a Furthermore, gov- Adeep dive into the  cilities so that farmers
land of opportunities, is ernment intervention re-  farming sector reveals —can store the harvest as
not mere rhetoric but a garding some of the that cultivators in most opposed to throwing it
reality. Unfortunately, crops is also proving parts of the country use into the river when the
flawed planning, mis- detrimental for agricul- seeds of poor quality, desired prices are de-
placed prioritics, the ture. Wheatis a glaring  which is regrettable as nied. The involvement of
weak writ of govern- example of the state’s the result is a low yield corporates in dairy farm-
ments and thoughtless ~ intrusion asitisthe only and an inability to with- ing can serve” as a
actions to attain short- crop that the authorities stand harsh weather benchmark— packaged
term gains have pushed ~purchase from farmers. Morcover, panies working
this country into a state  The government did set  growers have limited or  closely with dairy farm-
of disarray. asupport price of wheat no access to modern erscollaboratewith both
Pakistan’s agricul- to benefit the agricultur- techniques. As for water, large herd owners and
tural hands form nearly alists but, unfortunately, much of this precious those with two to three
42 per cent of s entire dueto thepowerful pres- commodity goes to milk-producing dairy
workforceand consume ~ ence of middlemen, the ~ waste in the absence of animals. Hence small
almost 90pc of water. real farmers remain de- any serious effort to in- herd owners can earn
This sector is a major prived of the value they ~ troduce solutions that ~from the excess milk pro-
supportbase forthe tex-  deserve. Hundreds of will help reduce its con-  duced by their domestic
ulemdu»try‘whlch forms  billions of rupees are sumption. To turn animals, instead of hav-
backbone of borrowed by the gov- around the fortunes of ing to dispose of it due
Pakmau s exports. ernment to obtain and Pakistan’s agriculture to the lack of storage.
Maize, cotton, rice, sug- Store wheat, which is sector, the corporate This sector also contrib-
arcane and wheatareour  then sold to flour mills  world mustcome forward ~ utes to the national ex-
five major crops; these so_that the poverty- to play an active part by chequerand is set to ex-
consume amajor portion ~ stricken can get cheap  investing in the acquisi- - port dairy products.
of ]and labour and wa- flour. Additionally, the tion of high-quality The induction of
terin th & ises seeds and provide the corporates is one solu-
Bm despite 1Im lhc" flour further at the util- needed finances and tion, but I am sure there
growth rate is neghgﬂ)le ity stores level. There- support to upgrade are numerousotherstoo.
~just .Ipc in the last fore, such excessive in- equipment and machin- Globally, agricultural
tw decades. Alow crop tervention from the ad- ery. Corporate participa-  land is shrinking because
yield, non-availability of ministration has led to a  tion willalso freethis sec- of the rise in population
seeds, inadequate stor- wheat yield that is stag-  tor from feudal clutches, and increased
, lack of in- nant at around three and close coordination industrialisation. Many
frastructure and the mini-  tonnes per hectare, withthe farmers willcon-  countries are now buy-
malto virtually nonexist-  which isa fraction of glo- ~tribute significantlyto an ing land in Africa and
ent use of technology bal quantities. On the increase in the yield as other places to cultivate
are key issues that other hand, the maize well as ensure the well- crops for their people.
plague the country’s andrice producearefree being of those tilling the As the food crisis is ex-
farming belt. The regular  of direct executive inter- - soil. Major organisati pected to climb, Pakistan
and forceful impacts of ference and these are can also help restructure  too has the potential to
the relatively new cli- tumingouttobethejew- the sector and aid the evolve into a leader in
mate change phenom- els of Pakistan’s agricul- ~government in genrat- global food supplies by
enon have also emerged  ture zone as their high ing revenue in the form revamping its food pro-
as formidable challenges growth rate surpasses of taxes. They will also duction.
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Funny how that works

By Khurram Husai

I All these are ele-  spur growth. This was nesty scheme and the
F you have ever had mentsofthe policy pack-  the recipe used to engi- prolonged bout of low
the pleasure to speak at age the country has neer the Musharraf-era interest rates and the
length with members of been using for decades growth spurt, and it was  money printing either via
Pakistan’s top elites, or NOW to eitherriga short- used once again at the refinance facilities or
one of those who volun- lived growth spurt, orto  time of the last PML-N open market operations.
teerto bemouthpieces for manage the aftermath - government. In both in-  During the months when
the interests of the elites, When that growth spurt  stances, it created the the inevitable crash
you will notice how they inevitably creates a c(mdx_tiom fo_r a crash. gripped the country,
are always able to offer crash. And in both instances, there were good reasons
sons for why Import controls be- the government hailed why import controls
sneedto con- gan being introduced in  its growth as an avatar were needed and crack-
2016, for example. Since  of “its  success and downs had to be under-
There are good rea- then, theirincidence and  blamed the crash on its taken to stabilise the ex-
sons for why exchange coverage has expanded ~ successor. The PTI gov-change rate. But there is
rate interventions need Or contracted, depend- ernment took it to an- one thing that is hard to
to take place to preventa  ing on the need of the otherlevel. Theyusedan  miss through all the bab-
devaluation. There are hour, but they have not amnesty scheme (and bling ‘debate’ that plays
also good reasons for gone away. Exchange yes, you will hear good itself out each time this
why the state should use ~ Tate interventions have - reasons for why thatam-  cycle repeats itself. All
public resources to been used continuously nesty scheme for prop- these good reasons put
shower subsidies on the lhmughom these times, erty market speculators together give us the
business interests of bil- varying only in their in- was such a great thing), lousiest package of eco-
lionaires. There are good ~ tensity. coupled with low inter- nomic policies with
reasons for why import The printing of est rates, a fixed ex- which to deal with an
controls are a good idea. Money to spur growth, - change rate and a raft of economic crash. Funny
There are also good rea- OF to compensate for subsidised  credit how that works. Each
sons for why the sharpdeclinesinthefor- schemes coupled with item in the package has
country’s central bank ~€ign exchange reserves, ~large-scale foreign bor-  good reasons for why it
should print money to is an old practice, but rowing, to give us the should exist, why it must
give to these businesses  since 2017 it has been  shortest growth spurtof ~exist, why there will be
as subsidised credit, or occurring in bursts that all time and the largest ruin for us if it did not
to finance the fiscal dys- are far larger than any- crash we have ever ex- exist. But put them to-
functions of the state,  thing we’ve seen in pre- perienced. Once again, gether, and you get a
Likewise, there are ceding decades. Every they hailed their growth  package of policies that
very good reasons for govemment since 2000 and blamed thecrash on ensures the country
why every ruler who has launched some sort ~ their successor. goes deeper into the hole
comes to power in Paki- of effort to broaden the ~  Along the way, as rather than climbing out
stan must go begging for tax base, some rash and  this sordid tale was be- of it. How does that hap-
handouts from rich coun-  coercive, others using a ing written and waged pen? I'm sure some-
tries around the world. carrotand stick. Allhave on the rest of us, there where they have a name
You will hear very good ~failed were lots of good rea- for this sort of thing,
reasons for why agricul- Low interest rates sons for why these when a lot of things that
tural incomes cannot be  and fixed exchangerates  things need to happen. sound good add up to
taxed, or wealth or prop-  are the most favoured There were good rea-  something bad when put
erty for that matter. tools inour policy mixto  sons behind the am- together.
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Govt to file review petition against SC
verdict on NAB amendments

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The federal govern-
ment on Thursday de-
cided to file a review
petition against the Su-
preme Court (SC) ver-
dict in the NAB amend-
ment case. The Su-
preme Court of Paki-
stan on September 15
struck down amend-
ments made to National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) laws as it an-
nounced its reserved
verdict on the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
chairman’s plea. In a
majority 2-1 verdict,
the top court approved
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief
Imran Khan’s petition
challenging amend-
ments made to the
country’s accountabil-
ity laws during the ten-
ure of the previous Pa-
kistan Democratic
Movement (PDM)-led
government.

Sources say that

the review petition will
be filed in the top court
next week. The law
ministry has also
started preparing a
draft of a review peti-
tion. The three-mem-
ber bench, headed by
then CJP Umar Ata
Bandial, and compris-
ing Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah and Justice ljazul
Ahsan had reserved
Jjudgment on September

JP Bandial and
Justice Ahszm declared
Imran’s plea to be
maintainable while Jus-
tice Shah disagreed
with the verdict. The
top court also restored
graft cases against pub-
lic office holders that
were closed down fol-
lowing the amend-
ments to NAB laws.
Following the verdict,
the references against
some of the country’s
political bigwigs will

once again land in the (Second Amendment)
accountability courts. Act 2022. NAB law
These include the amendment The NAB
Toshakhana reference (Second Amendment)
against Pakistan Mus- Bill 2021 states that
lim League-Nawaz NAB'’s deputy chair-
(PML-N) Supremo man, to be appointed
Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan by the federal govern-
Peoples Party Co- ment, would become
Chairman Asif Ali the acting chairman of
Zardal' the bureau following
f the completion of the
Raza Gl]am LNG ref- tenure of the chairman.
erence against former The bill has alsore-
prime minister Shahid duced the four-year
Khagan Abbasi, rental term ofthe NAB chair-
power  reference man. After approval of
against former prime the law, NAB will not
minister Raja Pervez be able to act on fed-
Ashraf and assets be- eral, provincial or local
yond means case tax matters. It has also
against former finance set a three-year term
minister Ishaq Dar. In for the judges of the

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alviin a group photo with the Pakistan Long Range Field Target Rifle
[Team who won the European Long Range Rifle Championship 2023 held in Britain, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

June 2022, the former ility courts.
premier had moved the Under the proposed
apex court against law, it has been made
amendments made to binding upon NAB to
the National Account- ensure the availability of
ability Bureau (NAB) evidence against an ac-
ordinance under the cused prior to his or her
National Accountability arrest.

ISLAMABAD: Country Director of World Bank Najy Benhassinecalled on Caretaker Federal|
[Minister for Privatisation Fawad Hasan Fawad.

Pakistan needs to renew economic outlook,
boost business environment: PIDE

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Vice Chancellor of the
Pakistan Institute of De-
velopment Economics
(PIDE), Dr. Nadeem ul
Haque has said that Pa-
kistan, a nation stead-
fastin its commitment to
overcoming economic
and governance chal-
lenges, is poised to em-
bark on a transformative
journey towards sus-
tainable national devel-
opment. In his opening
remarks at the Third
Think Tank Moot hosted
by PIDE, Dr Nadeem ul
Haque said that recog-
nizing the urgency of
comprehensive reforms
as the bedrock of
progress, Pakistan seeks
to revitalize its economic
outlook, enhance its
business environment,
and elevate its global
trade standing.

Dean of PIDE, Dr.
Shujaat Farooq provided
background on the Think
Tank Moo, highlighting
its role as a unique plat-
form for esteemed part-
ners and thought leaders

priorities. The discus-
sions at the event re-
volved around critical
reform areas, with each
think tank contributing
insights and ideas en-
riched by innovative
strategies and  ap-
proaches. PIDE's re-
searchers presented
compelling briefings on
"Catalyzing Inclusive
Economic Growth via
Structural Reforms" and
"Optimizing Governance
for Effective Policy Ex-
ecution and Impa
Evaluation." Participants
emphasized that in
today's world, having
ideas means having ac-
cess to funds, extending
to politics and gover-
nance. Financial re-
sources are vital for driv-
ing positive change and
addressing societal is-
sues. Contrary to com-
‘mon belief, smuggling is
not the root cause of
economic challenges in
many countries; import
tariffs often have a more
significant impact. Rec-
ognizing this distinction

to address
transformative and sus-
tainable reforms. The
Moot fosters the ex-
change of intell

to focus on the real ie-
sue and i

cies. Inadequate eco- cialsteps towards a more
agendas within political prosperous and sustain-
parties pose a significant ~ able future. Together, we
challenge. To address can shape a better world
this, individuals passion-  for generations to come.
ate about environmental According to the
issues must be united. Press Release issued
Forming teams of re- from the PIDE, Islamabad
searchers and  office, following the cul-
policymakers can un- mination of the Third
cover the root causes of  Think Tank Moot, a plat-
environmental problems ~ form for fostering diverse
and develop compre- perspectives and inno-
hensive solutions. vative ideas, participants
Complex societal fromvanousseclorsand
11 cannot be have
solved by legislation united to address the
alone. Educational re-  pressing issues affect-
forms hold the potential  ing Pakistan's economic
to shaperesponsible citi- ~ development. Under the
zens capable of tackling  overarching theme of
future challenges. Fo- "Collaborative Reforms
cusing on educational for Prosperity," partici-
reforms thatnurture criti-  pants have put forth a
cal thinking, empathy, Joint Resolution encom-
and sustainability is key. passing key themes and
In the digital age, actionable steps to guide
access to information the nation's path to-
and resource: ara-  wards sustainable
mount. Prioritizing free growth and prosperity.
access to digital re- Representatives

Gwadar Port receives 34000 tons fer-
tilizers for export

ISLAMABAD (INP):  sub-leased by both en- vate sector consign- other stakeholders, is-
As a fresh impetus to tities in the Gwadar ment of 8,000 tons of sued an Office
the Gwadar transship-  Free Zone. DAP fertilizers and Memorandum (MO)
ment drive, Gwadar After the packing transported it viaroad  titled ‘Implementation
Port has received a process is completed, to Afghanistan. In of the Import and Ex-
mega vessel loaded all packets will be 2021, a total of 500 port Policy Orders
with 34,000 tons of transported by trucks tons of fertilizers were  through Shipping Pro-
DAP 1‘erti1izers to be to Afghanistan, he shipped out of the cedure and Instruc-

added. port’s warehouse by a tions for the
charged to Afghdn - Thisis thesecond fleet of Pakistani Operationalization of
stan as per the Paki- consignment delivered trucks from Gwadar Gwadar Port’.
stan-Afghanistantran- to Afghanistan in Port. Thepetitions ofall
sit trade deal. 2023. In April 2020, the ~ stakeholders were ex-
The Pacific Integ- The last time dur- federal government al- amined in the light of

rity, a vessel loaded ing the current year,a lowed the import of the Afghanistan-Paki-
with 34,000 tons of private sector con- fertilizers at Gwadar stan Transit Trade
DAP fertilizers, ar- signment of 20,000 Port and onward tran- Agreement (APTTA)
rived at Gwadar Port tons of DAP fertilizer sit to Afghanistan of 2010, specifically
on the morning of Oc-  was sent from Gwadar ~ through bonded carri-  Article 21(1)(c) which
tober 3rd. Port to Afghanistanon ers — insured and allows transit of "bulk

The fertilizer is May31,2023. sealable trucks with a  cargo (not imported in
imported bya joint ven- This batch of tracking device. containers — like ship
ture of Agven Private DAP fertilizer was The Ministry of load)in open trucks or
Limited and KB Fer- imported from Austra- Commerce (MoC), at ~ other transport units."
tilizer, two private en- lia. DAP is used in therequest ofthe Fed- Economist Shahid
terprises registered in  various industrial pro- eration of Pakistan Hussain told Gwadar
the Gwadar FreeZone  cesses, such as metal Chambers of Com- Pro that Pakistan can

area. finishing. It also im- merce and Industry reachits true potential
An Agven official - proves crop yield be- (PPCCI) the Paki- for transshipment
told Gwadar Pro that = sides the Joint when China, Afghani-

after offloading the and growth of flower- Chamber of Com- stan,and other Central
fertilizers, the next ing plants or leafy merce and Industry Asian economies are
step is to pack a huge plants. (PAJCCI), the connected with
quantity of fertilizer at In 2022, Gwadar Gwadar Infernational Gwadar through land
a warchouse jointly Port processed a pri- Terminals Limited, and  routes.
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HYDERABAD: Students presenta tableau during a ceremony " Salam Teacher " on the eve of World
Teachers Day, organized by Government School Teachers Asso

sources and ensuring  from think
affordable internet ac- tanks and universitics in
cess can bridge the digi- the federal capital, in-
tal divide, unlocking op- - cluding SZABIST, SDPI,
portunities for educa- PRIED Policy Research
tion, innovation, and Institute for Equitable

propriate solutions. £

growth. In Develop (PRIED),
conclusion, recognizing IPS Institute of Policy
the of funds  Studies, POP Council,

capital and actionable
strategies, transcending
individual efforts to
leave a profound impact
on policymaking. It will
culminate in regular
meet-ups, allowing each
think tank the opportu-
nity to present their
agendas, engage in dis-
cussions, and forge a
consensus on reform

ensure an
sustainable develop-
ment, a theme-wise re-
form agenda should be
established, tailored to
tackle key challenges
4CTOSS Various Sectors.
Public engagement is
crucial, as the collective
wisdom and diverse per-
spectives of the people
can lead to more inclu-
sive and effective poli-

for ideas, understanding PSF Pakistan Science
the impact ofimport tar-  Foundation, QAU,
iffs, establishing a Islamabad, IPRI, CDPI
theme-wise  reform Customer Data Platform
agenda, encouraging Institute, PRIME Insti-
public ad- tute organization,
dressing political parties' COPAIR Centre of Paki-
shortcomings, focusing stan and International
on educational reforms, Relations, ISSI Institute
and promoting free ac- of Strategic Studies
cess to digital resources Islamabad, IPS Institute
and the internet are cru-  of Policy Studies.
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Masood Khanurges ||, ®
Pakistan_bound US dip_ TSE-232410356223 Note: In Al Procurements of GOB

Whether Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is
q Mandatory For All Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic
lomats to build people- || Fielnenesmacos T brecros
. GENERAL AGRICULTURE EXTENSION-Q invites bids from
to.people hnkages Eligible Bidders for execution of following works for the Year 2023
based on C
WASHINGTON (INP):  Ambassador Masood Tender Fee Rs.1500 and Bid Security 2%

Pakistan’s Ambassador ~ Khan urged them to em- | | S:No__Name of Workis. ElCost

to the United States, ploy the tool of public | [ 1 DRILLING & DEVELOPMENT OF BOREUPTO 14,979,128/~

Masood Khan, Wedn diplomacy to dispel mu- 1200 FEETDEPTHWITHMS BLIND CASING
day met 16 US (c(ei@ tual mi: i and P\PEAND\NSTALLAT\DNPUMP\NGMACH{NERY
service officers selected misgivings. CLUTURE
for postings at American The two countrics, WE“S‘ON (OFFICERANIBAGHSARYAB

ROAD
Pmnuvemenls shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules - 2014 Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Actve Tax PayerList The bidding fim must notbe biacklsted by any
procuring agency of Pakistan. Balochistan Revenue Authority

diplomatic missions in he said, were making ef-
Pakistan, urging them to ~ forts to strengthen their
build people-to-people  economic ties and give
linkages and strong eco-  muscle to the existing
nomic ties between the - relationship in the non- | | Regiirtion is required. The bidder must have complted 2
two countries. The two — security areas. Assignment of similar nature of work. Tum over of at least
countries have stood In his remarks, the | | 10,485,339 PKR Amount in2 subsequent previous years showing
side by side with each Ambassador highlighted | | financial capacity of the firm. Power of Attomey on Stamp Paper of
other in their decades- the strengths of the || Rs. 1000- duly signed and atiested. Affidavit on Stamp Paper of
long relationship,” he country with a special | | Rs y c h
told the officers picked focus on its untapped | | Fim.PEC Category Code is C-6 and above (Upto 25 milion) with
for servingatthe US Em-  potential, natural re- | | Specialized Code Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage One
bassy in Islamabad and ~ sources, geography and | | Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
US Consulates in other rich cultural heritage. | | 2ccompeny 8 Secury in the form of :;::;‘:r:; ]
& specifid abov . ul
c'r‘c':: rc?é::s?glflﬁ; Do Eg;chac"s%"‘;l“?éoa% i | | bank-Tender Documents: Th idding documents canbe obtained
istani ombagsy here. portant plank of the bi- | | fom i offceof he uner signed 1500 PKR Issuance of tender
X f ! Documents: From the date of publication of NIT to 23 October,
Your efforts would lateral relationship that || 5053 during office hours on working days Last Date of bid
bring the two countries  helps Pakistani youth to | | ubmission: The Tenders must be submited atest by 23 October,
especially the people of contribute  towards || 2023 1l 12:00 PM. Tender opening: All tenders will be opened on
Pakistan and the United socio-economic || samedayattheoffice ofthe under-signedat01:00 PM
States closer to each progress. In this regard, | | Address: DIRECTORATE GENERAL ABRICULTURE
other,” the Pakistani en- he the impor- [ | EXTENSIC
Yoy said at the Forcign tantrole beingplayed by | | Pronen: (16211500 Emaiiinp @l em
Service Institute (FSI) a strong network of
where these officers are 39,000 alumni who ben-
undergoing a 32-week  efitted from various edu-
Urdu language course cational institutions and
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BALOCHISTAN QUETTA

lled on Murtaza Solangi Caretaker Federal|
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Speaking in Urdu, United States

AB No.133/05-10-2023

%) wwwdpegobpk. 3w @dpr_gob (g dprgob f @dgprbalo

Publish by Asim Khan at C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mando khail Plaza Mission Road Quetta.

througt
outlets,
rates re

in gold



DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Friday,October,06,2023

Urgent plea to PM: Restore suspended pas-
senger trains for Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah:

The continued suspension of six
trains for Balochistan has plunged
countless passengers into a har-
rowing ordeal, a disconcerting
disruption that underscores the
fragile state of our transportation
infrastructure. As commuters
grapple with the unforeseen halt
in their daily routines, it becomes
increasingly evident that the rami-
fications extend far beyond mere
inconvenience.

Six out of a total of seven
passenger trains have been sus-
pended for Balochistan by the
Pakistan Railways without citing
any reasons. The provincial gov-
ernment is yet to ask the federal
government and the railway min-
istry to restore the suspended six
trains for Balochistan, which cov-
ers half of the country in terms of
area.

Only Jaffar Express
operates for Balochistan

Instead of improving and in-
creasing trains, the

ger buses traveling on Quetta Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad high-
ways always meet deadly road accidents that claim precious human
lives. The blockade of these highways by protesters is also the order
of the day. Road blockades caused the suspension of traffic for hours
and women, aged people and children remained the worst sufferers.

Except for a handful of elites, people cannot afford the skyrock-
eting fares of planes. To be precise, they are out of the reach of the

common man.

Caretaker PM should direct railway minis-
try to restore suspended trains

government has suspended most
of the trains. Only Jaffarabad Ex-
press operates that too in a miser-
able condition.

People prefer to travel by
train since they are economical
and safe as compared to passen-
gers buses and planes. Passen-

has now

‘The caretaker prime minister, Anwaar ul Haq Kakar belongs to
Balochistan and is well aware of the suffering of its people.

in Islamabad, there-

fore, it is the best opportunity to restore the suspended passenger
trains and address the grievances of the masses. Balochistan also
deserves fair treatment since its people have suffered a lot. The Prime
Minister should direct the railway ministry to restore the suspended

six trains on an emergency bas

= NN

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Human Rights Khalil George held ameeting with
[Chairman Pakistan Ulema Council Maulana Tahir Ashrafi.

PRCS organizes seminar to raise mines risk
awareness in AJK

MUZAFFARABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Red Crescent Society
AJK chapter, with the support
of the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) orga-
nized a seminar aimed at en-
hancing risk awareness and
safer behaviors among journal-
ists in Muzaffarabad. The event
was held at Central Press Club
here Thursday, with an enthu-
siastic turnout of local journal-
ists, media professionals and
representatives from various
media outlets. Secretary Paki-
stan Red Crescent Society
Chapter Gulzar Fatima graced
the event as chief guest. Besides,
officials from Civil Defence de-
partment and other stakehold-
ers also participated in the semi-
nar. In today’s rapidly evolving
media landscape, journalists of-
ten find themselves working in
high-risk environments, cover-
ing events ranging from natural
disasters to conflicts and emer-
gencies. Recognizing the cru-
cial role of journalists in dis-
seminating timely and accurate
information, the Pakistan Red
Crescent Society took the ini-
tiative to provide them with es-
sential knowledge and skills to
ensure their safety while report-
ing from the field. The seminar
included a comprehensive pro-
gram featuring expert speakers,
interactive workshops and prac-
tical demonstrations. The par-
ticipants were privileged to hear
from distinguished speakers
who shared their experiences
and insights into risk manage-
ment and safer reporting prac-
tices. The event also featured
representatives from the local

government and the Red Cres-
cent, who reiterated their com-
mitment to supporting the
safety and well-being of jour-
nalists. Expert trainers provided
Jjournalists with the tools to as-
sess potential risks associated
with their assignments. They
emphasized the importance of
proactive planning and identify-
ing potential dangers before
heading into the field. The Pa-
kistan Red Crescent Society un-
derscored the importance of
collaboration between humani-
tarian organizations, govern-
ment agencies, and the media
to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of vulnerable community
and journalists. They expressed
their commitment to providing
on-going support, resources,
and training opportunities for
Jjournalists in Muzaffarabad and
beyond. Media and Communi-
cation Officer of PRCS AJK
gave detailed presentation on the
history of the Red Cross Red
Crescent Society, fundamental
principles and mission. In addi-
tion, the participants were ap-
prised about the on-going pro-
gram of PRCS AJK in detail.
On this occasion, Program Co-
ordinator Yasir Arafat Kazmi
gave a comprehensive briefing
regarding the program and the
role of Pakistan Red Crescent
and the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross and the
efforts and measures taken in
this regard. Apart from this,
various components of the pro-
gram and the people affected by
landmines were also informed
in detail. The seminar also pro-
vided awareness to the journal-

ists about these explosives, the
damage caused by them and

NATIONAL EMERGENCIES OPERATION CENTER

ceremony of National E

ration Center

ISLAMABAD: Carctaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ulkHag Kakar in SRON photoafier the imuugral
Ope
g

Major reshuffle in Balochlstan bureaucracy
as per ECP approval

Our Reporter :

QUETTA: In a strategic move
gearing up for the upcoming elec-
tions, the Balochistan govemment
has initiated a major administra-
tive reshuffle, targeting 20-grade
secretaries and DG-rank officers
stationed across the province.
The Election Commission of Paki-
stan has given the green light to
these crucial transfers, setting the
stage for a significant shift in the
province’s bureaucratic land-
scape.

Details:

The Services and General
Administration Department
(S&GAD) presented a compre-
hensive summary to the Election

ommission, which received
unanimous approval. Some of the
notable appointments and trans-
fers include:

Sohailur Rehman Baloch as
Secretary of Agriculture.

Imran Khan as Secretary In-
formation.

Hashim Nadeem as Secre-
taryof Culture.

Qambar Dashtias Secretary
of Communication and Works

W), .

Tayab Lehri as Secretary
Livestoc!

‘Abdul Lateef Kakar was ap-
pointed as SMBR 2.

‘Wali Barcech as Under Sec-
retary Planning and Development
(UP&D).

Syed Sikander Shahas Sec-
retary of Social Welfare.

Ayaz Mandokhail as Secre-

taryIT.
Sardar Khan Bugti as Sec-
retary of Women Welfare.

Wali Kakar as Sceretary

Saleh Baloch as Secretary
ood.

Mujeeb ur Rehman ap-
pointed as MD BPPRA.

Kaleemullah Babar as Sec-
retary of Parliamentary Affairs
Law.

ZafarBuledlasSecretzryof
Higher Educat

AbdulKhaluq Mandokhail as
Secretary Labou

Rashid Razak as Secretary
Planning.

‘Tarig Mengal was appointed
25 DG of Social Welfare,

Captain R Javed as Chair-
man

Deer Shah Ghalzai as DG
BCDA.

Younas Sanjrani as DGFish-
eries.
Manzoor Hussain was ap-
pointed as Member CMIT.
Manzoor Zehri as Tempo-
rary Member CMIIT.

the province’s governance struc-
ture is set to undergo a transfor-
mation that could significantly
influence the electoral landscape.

As election preparations gain
‘momentum, the realignment of key
administrative posts signals the
government’s commitment to en-
suring asmooth and impartial elec-
toral process. These changes are
anticipated to enhance efficiency,
transparency, and accountability
in the lead-up to the elections,
making lhcm a pivotalmoment in
the region’s political history.
Balochistan’s political arena is

g a significant overhaul

already executed
transfers of Deputy Commission-
ers and Assistant Commission-
ers across all districts.
Tmpact on the Elections:
This extensive bureaucratic
reorganization is poised to have a
profound impact on the forthcom-
ing elections in Balochistan. With
key figures taking on new roles,

inthe run-1 up to the elections, with
the Election Commission’s ap-
proval of these vital administra-
tive transfers. The Balochistan

overnment’s decision to re-
shuffle top bureaucrats under-
scores its dedication to a fair and
transparent electoral process, ul-
timately shaping the future of the
province.

their i and adoption
of precautionary measures and
selection of safe routes. Ad-
dressing the closing ceremony,
Secretary Pakistan Red Cres-
cent Society Gulzar Fatima ex-
pressed gratitude to all the par-
ticipants, speakers, and partners
who contributed to the success
of the seminar. She highlighted
the significance of such initia-
tives in buildinga safer and more
resilient media landscape, ulti-
mately benefiting society by
ensuring the delivery of accu-
rate and timely information. She
also thanked the Central Press
Club management of Press Club
for organizing and supporting
the seminar. Addressing the
journalists, Gulzar Fatima said
that the safe behaviour program
was working in six districts in
the areas along the Line of Con-
trol, under which awareness
was being raised among the
people about these explosives so
that valuables could be disposed
of and loss of lives can be mini-
mized. “In collaboration with
International Committee of the
Red Cross and other stakehold-
ers, efforts are also underway
to work on Child Focused Mine
Risk Education and a plan of
action will be decided in this
regard”, she said and added that
the media should play its role to
prevent the loss of precious
lives. She further reiterated that
the media organization and the
Red Crescent would jointly raise
awareness among the public for
the promotion of safer behav-
iors.

ISLAMABAD: Country Director World Bank, Njay Benhassine called on Caretaker Minister for Plan-
ning Development & Special Initiatives Muhammad Sami Saced on Thursday to discuss the progress and|

projects for

in the flood effected areas.

ISLAMABAD: UNFPA representative in Pakistan called on Dr. Nadeem Jan, Caretaker Federal|

Health Minis ter

Operation againstillegal immigrants not targeted
against any particular nationality: FO

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
has categorically stated that on-
going operation against illegal
immigrants is not targeted
against any particular national-
ity. Responding to questions at
her weekly news briefing in
Islamabad today, Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch said the ongoing action
envisages repatriation of indi-
viduals who have either over-
stayed their visas or do not have
the valid documents to stay.
She said Pakistan is all
within parameters of its sover-
eign domestic laws to take ac-
tion in this context.  She clari-
fied this operation has nothing
to do with 1.4 million Afghan
refugees that Pakistan has been
hosting since decades with ex-
emplary generosity and hospi-
tality despite its own constrained
economic situation.
The spokesperson  said
Pakistan's national policy on Af-
ghan refugees remains un-
changed and their safe and hon-
orable repatriation is a separate
matter on which it continues to
engage with Afghanistan to cre-
ate conducive environment for
their safe return.
Refuting media reports that Pa-
kistan has closed transit trade
with Afghanistan, Mumtaz

Zahra Baloch said Pak-Afghan
bilateral trade continues but Pa-
kistan will not accept the mis-
use of existing trade facilities.
She said any measures taken
recently or in future will be in
accordance with this under-
standing.

To a question, the spokes-
person said Pakistan has very
clearly articulated its concerns
over the use of Afehan soil for
terrorism. He said Islamabad
while believing in diplomacy and
dialogue continues engagement
with Kabul to fight the threat.

To another question about
areport published in international
media regarding India's anti Pa-
kistan propaganda, the spokes-
person said there is irrefutable
evidence of India's involvement
in terrorist activities inside Pa-
kistan but it continues to blame
Pakistan for this on fictitious
grounds. She said as Pakistani
team is in India for ICC cricket
world cup, it is responsibility of
the host country to provide fool-
proof security and conducive
environment to the team.
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said Pa-
kistan has a clear stance that
sports should not be mingled
with politics and the Pakistani
team is in India, not for a bilat-
eral series but an international

tournament.

Responding to delay in is-
suance of visas by India to Pa-
kistanis for the” World Cup
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said Pa-
kistan is in contact with Indian
authorities and expects it to im-
mediately grant visas to Paki-
stani journalists and spectators
who wish to watch I1CC
matches in India. To another
question, the Spokesperson said
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has received the formal com-
munication from the Election
Commission to invite interna-
tional observers for the upcom-
ing general elections. She said
we will facilitate the process
and invite international observ-
ers in accordance with the
policy and past practice. The
Foreign office spokesperson
said free trade agreement be-
tween Pakistan and the Gulf
Cooperation Council has been
concluded and this is the first
such agreement by the Council
with any country since 2009.

She said Pakistan looks for-
ward to early ratification and
implementation of the agree-
ment, which will enhance
Pakistan's exports to gulf coun-
tries and mark a new chapter in
its economic relations with the

CC.




