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Army Chief vows action against spectrum of illegal activi-
ties, participates in Sindh Apex Committee meeting

News Desk:

General Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) visited Karachi today and attended a
mecting of the Provincial Apex Committeealong with
Caretaker Chief Minister Sindh, Justice (Retired)
Magbool Bagar, the military’s media wing said on
Friday.

COAS briefed about the
Revised NAP

During the Apex Committee meeting, COAS was
briefed about the Revised National Action Plan,
Opcrauon in the Kacha Area of Sindh,

Security of Foreign Nationals employed on
CPEC/Non-CPEC/ Private Projects, Repatriation of
illegal foreigners, Foreign Currency Regularization
Measures,

Karachi Transformation Plan, Progress on SIFC
initiatives in Sindh and Green Sindh initiatives, the
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said.

Action against a spectrum of illegal
activities with full force: COAS
COAS emphasized, “LEAs and other Govern-
t ill continue th ac-

ment
tions against a spectrum of illegal activities with full
force to deny pilferage of resources and economic
losses that the country suffers due to these activi-
ties”.

The nation united for
progress and prosperity

COAS underscored the need for synergy
among all relevant departments for the gainful ef-
fects of the landmark initiatives. The participants
affirmed that state institutions, government depart-
ments, and people are united for the progress and
prosperity of the province. Earlier, upon arrival,
COAS was received by C Karachi Corps.

Balochistan Home Minister Chairs | Meetlng to Address
Law and Order Concerns

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: A crucial mecting convened under the
Ieadership of Balochistan Home Minister, Mir
Muhammad Zubair Jamali focused on the pressing
issuc of law and order in the province. Held at the
Home Minister’s office, the gathering witnessed an
in-depth review of the prevailing law and order situ-
ation, with a primary cmphasis on deploying police
resources effectively (o restore peace in all districts
of the province.

ACS Home and others
attended the meeting
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The meeting brought together prominent fig- |

ures, including Additional Chief Secretary Home,

alc asir,
DIG Police Sabi, Deputy Commissioner Sabi, and
Deputy Commissioner Kachhi, Notably, a compre-
hensive briefing on incidents along Nutal, Bhag,
and the National Highway was presented via video
link, underscoring the gravity of the situation.

Joint Patrolling of levies
and highway police
DIG Highway Ali Sher Jukrani, alongside DC
Kachchi, provided detailed insights during the meet-

ing. Participants unanimously agreed that collabo-
rative efforts and joint operations are imperative to
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address the escalating incidents, with a particular focus on enhancing joint patrolling by levies and

highway police.

Highlighting the extent of the challenge, meet-
ing attendees pointed out that the incidents span
over an area of 12 kilometers. In light of these cir-
cumstances, the Inspector General of Police (1G)
has given the green light to deploy two platoons of
the Balochistan Constabulary (BC) to address the
issue comprehensively. It was unanimously decided
that all available resources must be leveraged to
swiftly resolve these incidents and ensure the safety
and seeurity of the Hindu community, emphasizing
the nature of these events.

11 Afghan nationals apprehended

SP Bolan, while providing updates on the on-
going efforts, revealed that 11 Afghan individuals
have been apprehended in connection with the in-
cidents.

These individuals have been promptly handed
over to the relevant authorities, further underscor-
ing the commitment to maintaining law and order in

Coordinated efforts

The meeting concluded with a resolute deter-
mination to restore peace and security in the prov-
ince through coordinated efforts, demonsirating the

Security and safety issues of the Hindu community be addressed

avering to protect-
ing its citizens and maintaining law and order.

Congo Virus Claims Another Life in Quetta:
Death Toll Rises to 14 in 2023

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Tragedy struck once again in Quetta
as another victim of the deadly Congo virus, 35-
year-old Ali Muhammad, lost his battle against
the disease on Friday at Fatima Jinnah Hospital.
This unfortunate development marks the 14th
death from the virus in Balochistan this year,
prompting renewed concerns about the spread
of this dangerous pathogen.

35-year-old Ali Muhammad
died of Congo Virus

Ali Muhammad, a resident of Quetta, had
been receiving treatment at Fatima Jinnah Hos-
pital after testing positive for the Congo virus.
Despite the dedicated efforts of the medical team,
his condition deteriorated rapidly, leading to his
untimely demise.

2 Congo patients admit-
ted to hospital

mented strict measures to curb the spread of the
Congo virus, Dr. Shireen Khan, a well-known chest
physician said. These measures include heightened
awareness campaigns, thorough contact tracing,
and the reinforcement of safety protocols to pro-
tect both healthcare workers and the general pub-
lic, he mentioned.

Rise in Congo virus sparks
concerns in Balochistan

The rise in Congo virus-related deaths in
Quetta has sparked concerns among residents,
with many calling for more comprehensive pre-
ventive measures and increased public aware-
ness.

This tragic incident serves as a stark re-
minder of the importance of taking precautions
against the Congo virus. It is imperative for indi-
viduals to follow safety guidelines, such as avoid-
ing contact with infected animals, practicing good
hygiene, and seeking immediate medical atten-
tion if arise.

According to the administration of Fatima
Jinnah Hospital, two patients suffering from the
Congo virus were admitted for treatment, includ-
ing Ali Muhammad and 20-year-old Raz
Muhammad, both residents of Quetta. Tragically,
Ali Muhammad could not overcome the virus,
emphasizing the severity of the outbreak.

Locals urged to be vigilant

The local authorities are urging residents to
remain vigilant and report any suspected cases
promptly to prevent further casualties. As the
battle agamst the Congo virus continues, the
’s cooperation and adherence to

Health officials closely
monitoring the situation

safety guidelines are essential in preventing fur-
ther loss of life. Daily Quetta Voice will continue
1o provide you with the latest updates on this

Health officials in Balochistan have been
closely monitoring the situation and have imple-

about the Congo Virus
in, Balochistan. Your trusted source for break-
ing news and in-depth coverage.
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SSP operations Quetta suspends SHO Zarghoonabad

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP) Operations, Jawad Tariq sus-
pended the Station House Officer (SHO) at
Zarghoonabad police station on Friday. Po-
lice sources said According to the announce-
ment, SHO Zarghoonabad police station, Ejaz
Mahmood has been suspended till further or-
ders for neglecting his duties and has been di-
rected to immediately report to “Shaheed
Fayaz Sambal” police line headquarters,
Quetta.

Quetta Bar Association com-
plained against the SHO

On the other hand, Quetta Bar As-
sociation Q(BA) in a statement said
that SHO Zarghunabad Ijaz Mehmood
exceeded his powers, and the DIG Po-
lice gave this assurance to the Quetta
Bar Association for punishing the of-
ficer for misusing the powers. Depart-
mental action will be taken against him
until the IG Police Balochistan’s or-
der. SHO ljaz Mehmood will be
banned from entering all court pre-
mises and strict action will be taken if
anyone does not comply.
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1783 girls schools have no washroom | baichisan, over 2 mi-
facility in Balochistan: Ministers | school despite repeated
enrollment campaigns by

EDITORIAL: the provincial education
department, political par-

ties and non-govern-
mental organizations.
Learning quality in gov-
ernment-run schools
continues to decline as
teachers arerecruited on

In Balochistan, 1783 girls’ schools have no washroom facility. This was re-
vealed by the carctaker Balochistan cducation minister, Qadir Bakhsh Baloch
while addressing a press conference at Quetta Press Club on Friday evening.
Balochistan Caretaker Information Minister, Jan Achakzai, and carctaker
health minister, Amir Muhammad Jogezai addressed a joint press conference
and highlighted investment potential, health and education issues of the prov-
ince. They spoke at length and vowed to lay the right foundation of the sy: ; ;
tem within a few months to improve the govemance and functioning of gov- |  Political basis with no
crment departments. proper training (o teach
“Qverall, 5716 government-run schools have notoilet facility” students .
“Overall, 5716 government-run schools have no toilet facility™, the care- During the middle-
taker education minister revealed. He termed this one of the underlying rea- | [¢vel examination for the
sons behind the poor literacy rate and declining standard of education in | Year 2019-20, only 0.8
Balochistan percent of students se-
M. Baloch painted a very bleak picture of the education department and | cured an A + grade
vowed to bring reforms in a short span of time in terms of improving the quality | 4Cross the province. This
of education. The education minister further revealed that a single teacher for | SIMpLy exposed the de-
4,000 schools across the province. “We are trying to deploy a second teacher | lining quality of educa-

quality declines

ment and Examination
Commission (BAEC) re-
vealed. This painted a
bleak picture of declining
and poor quality of edu-
cation

schools. In every bud-
get, schools are up-
graded and strategy is
evolved to impart re-
quired training to teach-
ers. The provincial
teachers training insti-
tute remains symbolic

obtained by Daily Quetta
Voice, stillover 2 million
children are out of
school.

Similarly, the num-
ber of enrolled students
in government schools
is 1,119,925, the report

Tl documents
showed 122 students got
an A grade during the ex- 19,925, the report g nominal with staff
amination conducted in g‘e‘;““s“s‘;:;y"mgli:“;‘;'a‘:e just drawing salarics.
the provinee. In & dis-schools are in addition  HUgE amounts
ricts including Barkhan, S0 n additton
Harnai, Kach, Kharan, :L‘::l’”"[‘gz‘“;‘r‘}f;’:; pumped but
Musakhail, “Nushki, (i onfont s With no results
Sherani, Killa Abdullah, Sho0lS —
and Sikandar Abad, no e, . The Balochistan
student achieved an A+ 47% of chil-  government allocated

ad

e. dren are out of Rs:15billion to the Pub-

i A lic Sector Development

The llte.l‘acy school in Program (PSDP) for the
rate in Balochistan  yerfinancialyear 20003

. — . owever, not a
Balochistan The report men-  single penny has been
is 46% tioned the percent of the ~ allocated forthe training

out of school children of teachers and improv-

for cach school to make sure the presence of teachers”, he informed. tion in g
A'smart/modelschool to be established in each district: Baloch schools.
In response to a question, the cducauon minister aditted that still there 322 students out of
of s withthou- | 4 tota] of 42,823

sands of ghost teachers. He said most ST teachon s performing their -
duties in urban centers and they were reluctant to perform their duties in the [ g0t A+ grades in
ruraland far-flung arcas of Balochistan. He, however, announced thatamodel/ | ¢ha middle exami-
smart school would be established in every district within a few months to ]
impart quality education to students. “Poor and marginalized students should nation
be provided quality education”, he said.
Health Card tobe launched this month: Dr. Jogezai Only 322 students
Speaking on the occasion, Balochistan health minister, Dr. Amir Muhammad | €9t A * grade out of a
Jogezai informed that the much-awaited health card would be launched this | {0121 of 42.825 candic
month. He said over 2 million families across Balochistan would be provided 42tes in the middle-level
free health cards to avail quality health treatment, “We are committed to jm- €Xamination, statistics of
proving health services for the common man”, Dr. Jogezai said. the Balochistan Assess-

The literacy rate in  stands at 47 percent. It ing curriculum to im-
Balochistan is 46 percent means half of the chil- - prove the quality of edu-
as per statistics obtained dren of Balochistan are cation in government
from the education de- deprived of education. schools.  European
partment with 61 percent  Those who are going to Union provided 18 mil-
male and 29 percent fe- government schools are  lion euros, World Bank
male. The province has unable to read a sen- and the Global Partner-
not conducted any sur- tence in English. The ship for Education have
vey to assess the learn- main focus of the been pumping huge
ing quality of students Balochistan government amounts to improve lit-
studying in over 15,000 in general and the edu- eracy rates and ensure
govemment-run primary, cation department, in the enrollment of school
middle and high schools  particular, is on salaries children. Nevertheless,
across Balochistan. As and the construction of  still2 million children re-
per a confidential report new  buildings for main out of school and

2m children out of school in Balochistan as learning

the quality of education
continues to decline.

Tabadlab mak-

ing some posi-

tive strides in
this regard

Tabadlab’s Centre
for Education Skills &
Youth (ESY), is commit-
ted to raising awareness
about the reading chal-
lenges faced in Pakistan.
Our goal is to chart a
course towards swift
progress and develop-
ment in learning. Your
involvement as a re-
porter/education activist
is of paramount impor-
tance to amplify our
message. By doing so,
we aim to engage a wide
audience capable of pro-
pelling the momentum
fora transformative shift
in foundational educa-
tion. In this whole sce-
nario, the government,
political parties, NGOs,
and civil society should
put their heads together
and work on a war foot-
ing basis to ensure the
enrollment of out-of-
school children and im-
provethe quality of edu-
cation.

Father of the Man

By Zubeida Mustafa:

W inthe company he keeps  in her life, and that must  through specially de-
HYarewewhatwe  _pc it family or friends have impacted her signcdgplaypmalcnil and
are is the question. We — and the power he psyche. ~Sahil, an attractive storybooks
were not so before and manages o acquire. lamabad-based NGO, and Writing
have emerged so over Education, the me- recorded 4 253 child should focus only on the
the years. The most  dia and the pulpit akso abuse cases n 2022, and imparting of literacy
likely reasons for our shapepeople’s thinking. ctedto  skills. Th prac-
moral decline is the An environment un- behlgl\ermZOZ} Itmust tices of resorting to cor-
ilure to protect friendly to the child en- be noted that mental poral punishment and
Idren. Pakistan is courages the culture of health professionals be- teaching in English
not child-centric. lying. Without agunand  lieve that many of these ~which the child doesn’t

The impact on our power, aperson’s capac- abused children will comprehend ensures
childrenof apolicy mea- ity to harm others is emerge as theabusersof that the adult who
surein any walk of lifeis - somewhat limited. Ifhe tomorrow. Educating emerges from the school
neverweighed carefully. is, however, inaposition ~each and every child ap- system is emotionally
Hence children from all of power he does im- propriately is the only insecure and incapable
classes suffer. The mes- mense harm by having way of rectifying this of critical thinking. He
sage they receive is that thousands killed, de- odious situation that has only learnt to
they willhave to fend for = stroying institutions and  threatens to destroy the memorise lessons with-
themselves. Thus they robbing millions of the future of our children. out any understanding.
lean to treat others with money thatshould have However, it must be What the children actu-
indifference when they  rightfully been spenton emphasised that our ally need is a lot of love

become adults. them. Thatis how the rot  present system of pri- and care that will give
They do not grow set in and has grown mary school education, them confidence.

up tobe caringand shar-  from generation to gen- has proved to be disas- The saddest part of

ing in their public atti- eration. Theresult? Lust trous. It is actually hos- the story of the child in

tudes, because they for money,a hunger for tile to the child. Pakistan is that parents

have not experienced power, the tendency to Be they state-run — theaffluent as well as

such treatment towards cut corners and to get schools, private institu- the indigent — do not
themselves when they what one wants without tions — both upscale seem to undmmnd the
were young. Remember, working forit. The inher- and  low-fee — or excesses committed
alltheaduls in the coun-  ent sense of justice and madressahs, they have against their offspring.
try — be they the rulers ~ fair play that every child harmed students im- At times, they them-
in Islamabad or the beg- is bornwith iseroded by mensely. While the first selves unwittingly be-
gars in the streets of the time she grows up. hardly function, the oth- come the oppressors.
chi — were once The exceptions are too ers overload the stu- The poor send their girls
thldl‘en To quote Will-  few to change the wider ~ dents with books, tests, to work as domestic
iam Wordsworth, “The ~picture. Violence and homework and tuitions. labour in spite of being
Chlld is father of the hardship have domi- Their approach is highly aware of the risks in-
nated our public life.  competitive and stress- volved. The privileged
lhe capacity of a There would notbe  ful. Educationists who demand better perfor-
person to hurt others asingle childin Pakistan know insist that in the mance from their children
varies, and depends on  who has not witnessed ~primary years the child even if it is beyond their
the mindset he develops ~ or experienced violence should be taught orally natural capabilities.

Never despair

By Ashraf Jehangir Qazi:

L. Taqnatu min- 5 for democratic gov- form or another and on
ernance would cease to  one pretext or another,

Rahmatullah — (Do not  exist because science or, seek to permanently pre-
despair of Allah’s Mercy)  alternately, religion and  vail over the people, the
—Al-Quran EXPLANA-  ideology, inalliance with Constitution and the
TIONS of human state power would de- rule of law. Everyone
behaviour —whetherin- cide all social issues. knows this, but every-
dividual, group or collec-  This alliance (based far one is coerced into be-
tive — necessarily in- morcon religionand ide- ~ lievingthey can do noth-
volve simplification be- ology than science) has  ing about it. History will
cause of their inherent provided the woof and not absolve those re-
complexity. This allows warp of political history ~sponsible for this be-
the “common man’ to in generaland Pakistan’s ~ trayal of the nation.
claim the right to his in- history in particular. That  Those responsible in-
dividual if not always is why democracies, clude not just the ruling
correct opinions on so- whether young or old, elites and the purchased
cial, political and eco- unless constantly nour- middle class mtelligen-
nomic matters which ished and renewed tsia and professional
havea palpable personal  through the rational classes, but also the
impact on him in a way questioning of estab- people who instead of
he would notpresume to lished authority and standing up for the sur-
claim with regard to com-  dogma, degenerate into  vival of their children
plex physical processes tyrannies. The precondi- confine themselves to
which do not appear to tion for such nourish- unorganised, sporadic,
have any such immediate ment and renewal is, of and unavailing protests.
impact on his well-being. ~ course, human develop-  Their *leaders” casily be-
In physlcs any thesis ment which is premised tray them. There are sev-
that is “testable’ by rig- on culture, science and ~eral hundreds of statis-
orous observations and technology, an educa- tics, ratios, measures,
mathematical equations tion of public opinion etc. to gauge the health
that areinternally consis-  which provides uncen- of a nation. The extent
tent is considered valid = sored and non-manufac- and quality of education
until further observation  tured information, an is a prime measure.
and theoreticaland math-  ability to think rationally, ~Sports is a vital compo-
ematical advances con- and a spirit of commu- nent of education. It
firm or challenge its va- nity, accommodation teaches an individual to
lidity. and tolerance — all of reach for his or her po-
The James Webb which are essential to tential. Itteaches compe-
Space Telescope is doing  democratic governance. tition, fair play, how to
just this with regard to Allof theabove has  take triumph and defeat
the Big Bang theory of been consistently denied and, above all, playing
the origin of the universe.  to the people of Pakistan for the team and passing
No such rigour is avail- culminating in today’s the torch onto the next
able for the social sci- state of the nation in generation. Pakistan is
ences. If it were, the ba-  which usurpers, in one sports-crazy. But its

sportsmen and sports-
women are betrayed by
bosses who see sporfs
as a personal opportu-
nity rather than a nation
builder. Accordingly, it
has marginal social pri-
ority and its develop-
‘ment is neglected. When
Twas in Beijing in 1996, 1
wroteareporton China’s
fine performance in the
Atlanta Olympics as one
indicator of its emer-
gence as a great power.
Much the same could be
said about India’s perfor-
mance at the recent
Asian  Games in
Hangzhou although
Modr’s India has down-
sides that more than
counterbalanceits sport-
ing prowess. India’s
best-ever performance
of81 medals including 18
gold contrasted with
Pakistan’s worst-ever
performance of two med-
als and zero gold. This
pathetic performance re-
flects the low priority of
sports and education in
the governance of the
country. The same ne-
glect is apparent in cur-
rent human rights, judi-
cial, economic, social,
political, health, institu-
tional, corruption, in-
cqualny, poverty, and
other statistics that col-
lectively define multidi-
mensional state failure in
Pakistan.

~ Digital pedagogy

. . the strategy unfolds in struggle with acquirin, A winning feature of
D‘(J‘TALPCJHE“EY i casy stops, the land-  Tanguage skills. Suchau-  digital pcdagoggy is that
vastly different from in- scape of education can dio support can act asa students don’t fall
person teaching and change remarkably. The personal assistant to the ~through the cracks eas-
learning. Technology- essential steps to be teacher, and not many ily, as they get to revisit
mediated teaching leads taken involve access students need help navi- the content repetitively
to active involvement, and availability of tab- gating such digital learn- — such as videos, dis-
collaboration and lets atschool. These can  ing once they are intro- cussion boards and quiz-
personalised learning be casily shared among ~ duced to it. Children are ~ zes — as many times as
that is not possible groups of students. The natural explorersand cu- ~they wish. Technology
within the confines of a next step would be cre- riosity drives them to try ~ surpasses the limitations
traditional _teaching ating time during lesson out new things once of human patience, and
framework. Essentially, time, or between les- they are shown how. students can benefit by
digital pedagogy leads sons, to consolidate Not all teachers are teaching themselves,
learners to new dimen- learning through online  comfortable with it, fall- failing and trying again,
sions aboveand beyond means. The research ca-  ing by default back onto  asking repetitive ques-
theexpertise ofa teacher pabilities that students a traditional style of tions and retaking as-
who may not be able to can develop in class far chalk and talk. Preparing ~ sessments. The added
give individual time and  exceed the learning they  children for global skills benefit of digital peda-
attention in large can acquire in isolation requires inculcating gogy is that it helps
classes. Remote self- at home. Something as these skills in teachers as  teachers collect data on
paced leaming facilitated  simple as a key-word  well as students. Besides ~ student effort and attain-
by technology in class search may not come subject knowledge, ment. Technological
and athome makes learn-  naturally to students but  teachers who succeed in  toolswill provide a regu-
ing far more accessible can be learnt through digital pedagogy are lar overview to the
and effective for stu- peer collaboration in those who know how to  teacher of dips in a stu-
dents. It also enables in-  class. Students can take  incorporate digital tools dents’ performance and
depth monitoring forthe ~ quizzes online right af- into the structure of their - marginal learning curves.
teacher who can see the ter a lesson, providinga lessons. Some questions  Without digital tools,
time spent on the lean- quick opportunity for to consider are: can chil- such data collection is
ing modules by each of formative assessment. dren express their ideas far less reliable and ac-
the students, the tasks Concepts can be clari- using a shared online curate, Itmay be difficult
attempted and the re- fied instantly with a document? Can they for a teacher to cater to
sults. Teachers need the child-friendly video that find the information they the differing needs of
support that digital tools can be watched to- need to complete an as- learners and that is where
provide. However, the gether. However, suc-  signment? Can they pro- technology fills the gaps
real conundrum formany ~ cessful implementation  duce video oraudio con-  with adaptive tests and
schools is to initiate of digital pedagogy in- tent based on what lhey a personal e-coach. The
ways to integrate digital volves weaving it have leamnt in class success of digital peda-
tools in lesson time. seamlessly into the cur- they comfortably take gogy relies on its impact

At first it may seem riculum one lesson at a assessments online? andnotmerelyits usage,
daunting. For many time. Many schools These are just some ex- and countless studi
teachers, it is uncharted have been successful at amples of areas where have shown improve-
territory and it may take initiating language learn-  the teacher’s digital ex- ment in students’ aca-
a while to get comfort- ing through digital read- pertise is essential to demicperformance once
ablewith weaving in digi- ing programmes oraudio  guide the students’ jour- they start using digital
tal teaching methods. If help for students who ney. tools.

Decipher

By Abdul Moiz Jaferii

T in uniform, from being is structured to punish
HE new amendment disloyal to the colonial where a guilty mind is
to the Official Secrets order at a time of up- present: intentional dis-
Act, allowing the FIA heaval; by leaking infor-  closure is front and cen-
through a JIT to investi- mation held secretby the tre of the offences listed,
gate under the Act, has empire; to the Indian and delincated in Sec”
delivered its charge: people who were being tion 3. The lesser of-
Imran Khan and Shah suppressed. fences are those which
Mahmood Qureshi acted The original lan- involve negligence as
in violation of the law guage of the Act speaks listed in Section 5. It is
and are to be tried for it. of a duty to the Crown here that we are told the
The allegations and the performance of ~former prime minister is
against them are duties under the Crown in violation of the Act.
multifold. But at the heart  (‘on behalf of His Maj- By losing the deci-
of it is the position that esty’). The term ‘His phered cipher, Imran
Imran Khan leaked the Majesty” has since been Khan failed to take rea-
sensitive content of a replaced with the word sonable care or con-
secret missive sent back ‘government’, but the ducted himselfin a man-
to Pakistan by an ambas- phrase that precedes ner which endangered
sador abroad. this amendment is still the safety of the docu-
The central allega- ‘on behalf of”. Here isa  ment. But the document
tion is not that the clear indication of what must have a ‘secret offi-
missive’s being lost the legislation was cialcode’ or ‘password’,
could lead to our coding  brought to deal with: ser- or have “information
methods being compro- vants of the state who ~ which related to or is
mised. That would at Wereactingon behalfof used in a sensitive
least have been a punish- its head. In the section place™. Imran Khan’s ci-
able offence, being one dealing  with the pher was already de-
of strict liability in its unauthorised uscofuni- coded. The rest of the
construct. Here the alle- forms and documents, section spells out the
gation is that Imran Khan  the Actis even more ex-  chain of command to
maliciously leaked the plicit regardingto whom  which the duty applies.
contents with disregard it applies: the original Another 2023 amend-
to the harm it would or language was “a person ment specific to Imran
could cause to the state. holding office under His - Khan’s situation conve-
fficial Secrets  Majesty”. It was later ~niently makes an appear-
Actwas firstput together changed in 1956 to “a ance here. The addition
in 1925 to punish ser- person holding office is capitalised where the
vants of the Crown who under government”. The ~ Act originally catered
leaked or otherwise mis- Act applies to all who for a document “en-
handled sensitive infor- work under or on behalf  trusted in confidence to
mation by way ofacts of of the government. The ~ himby any person hold-
disloyalty or negligence. entire Act is structured — ing office under govem-
In a nutshell, it was leg- clearly to prevent and ment or which he has
islated to prevent serv- punish spying from obtained OR RETAINED
ing officers of the British ~ within sensitive areas of to which he had access
Rayj, particularly Indians govemnment. Most of it owing to his position as

a person who holds or
has held office under
government”. Imran
Khan did retain the de-
coded cipher. Conve-
niently, the amendment
to the Act made via the
steamrolling PDM in
August 2023 seems to
address this. But did it
have any “secret official
code” which would trig-
ger the section in the
first place? Did it men-
tion a“sensitive location
otherwise unknown™?
Critically, did Imran Khan
“hold office under gov-
ernment”; bringing him
within the ambit of the
Act? Inthe duties to pro-
vide information of an
offence committed under
the Act in Section 8, the
disciplined forces of Pa-
Kistan such as the police
and army are explicitly
mentioned, and punish-
ments for not assisting
an investigation are laid
out. There is a scene in
the popular Netflix tele-
vision series, called The
Crown where the young
Queen Elizabeth ITis pre-
sented with all of the
jewelled crowns owned
by the House of
Windsor, ahead of a cer-
emony where she is re-
quired to wear one of
them. The young queen
decides on one of the
many dazzling head-
pieces put before her, but
seems less than com-
pletely sure.
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Expert suggests biomining for extraction of
metals, minerals: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Biotechnological mining
is more suitable and en-
vironment-friendly for
extraction of valuable
minerals and metals than
traditional mining meth-
ods, which emit green-
house gases, pollute
water and soil and dev-
astate natural habitats.
Muhammad Yaqub,
former GM at Pakistan
Mineral Development
Corporation (PMDC),
said this while talking to
WealthPK. “Microor-
ganisms or metabolites
work wonders to extract
valuable metals or min-
erals from ores and tail-
ings. Bio-oxidation, bio-
floatation, bioleaching,
and bioremediation are a
few examples of
biomining applications.
These processes are
best for extracting low-
grade minerals and sec-
ondary resources. They
help reduceand stabilize
the use of different toxic
chemicals, such as sul-

furic acid and cyanide.

c aci
“Traditional mining
methods, such as smelt-
ing and open pit mining,
cause both environmen-
tal and source destruc-
tion, including green-
house gas emissions,
water and soil pollution,
and natural habitat de:
astation. Biomining im-
proves the recovery rate
of metals and minerals
from mined ores, reduces
capital costs, increases
mine life, and is suitable
forapplication in remote
‘mining locations. Com-
pared to conventional
mining, bio-mining is en-
rgy-saving as well,” he
said. “If we consider
biomining in a vast sce-
nario, it includes a mul
tude of scientific activi-
ties with both economic
and environmental sig-
nificance, such as the
scientific process of ex-
cavation, controlled
treatment, isolation, and
profitable exploitation of
aged municipal waste.

Despite the high initial
cost of establishing the
microbial cultivation
system/ or bioreactor, it
reduces the operational
cost in the long run.
“Pakistan can get a
multitude of economic
benefits from this sus-
tainable and eco-friendly
processing method. It
can prove as a cost-ef-
fective and efficient
method for extraction of
valuable minerals and
metals like copper, gold,
silver, iron among scores
of others. Using the
method, high quantities
of metals and minerals
can be extracted even
from a low-grade ore
through biomining,”
Yaqoob added. Conclud-
ing the discussion, he
said substantial depos-
its of low-grade ores o
cur ml’1k|=la|\ butit be-
om and

Less-generated mining
waste by using
biomining not only helps
‘mitigate the environmen-
tal impact but also cuts
the cost of disposal li-
abilmcs Bio miningis ex-
pect to grow to
USS3 600 million by the
year2027 ata compound
annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 13% from
US$1500 million during
the challenging environ-
ment afterthe COVID-19
outbreak. Bio-miningis a
promising solution for
the mining industry if it
is established by taking
all safety measures, such
as appropriate planning,
to avoid every type of
leaking, proper treatment
of metal-rich and acidic
solutions created by mi-
crobes. Despite gradual
processing, biomining is
the best option to ad-
dress

somclimcs impossiblc to
process and extract any
mineral or metal through
the conventional ways.

o

Celebrating

contamination by
remediation of aban-
doned mining sites and
tailing heaps.

14th Anniversary oie

ing of the Peop!e'~ Republic of *hina
S

il

funisc . %
LLAHORE: China's Acting Chinese Consul General in Lahore, Cao Ke address ¢ function held on
occasion of the 74th founding anniversary celebration of the People’s Republic of China. The event
was organised by the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI).

ML-1 project to be launched
soon: Cao Ke

LAHORE (INP): At the
74th founding anniver-
sary celebration of the
People’s Republic of
China, organized by the
Lahore Chamberof Com-
merce and Industry
(LCCI), Acting Chinese
Consul General in
Lahore, Cao Ke, assured
that the Mian Line |
Project will be launched
soon.

The spectacular
ceremony was attended
among other by LCCI
President Kashif Anwar,
Senior Vice President
Zafar Mahmood
Chaudhry, Vice Presi-
dent Adnan Khalid Butt,
Vice President of the Pa-
kistan (China) Shandong
Chamber of Commerce
Chen Qianijang, Vice
President of the Pakistan
Chinese Federation He

Yubing and Vice Pres
dentof the Pakistan Chi-
Chamber Chen

.
According
GwadarPro, Cao Ke em.
phasized the signifi-
cance of Lahore as a piv-
otal city and lauded the
Lahore Chamberof Com-
merce and Industry for
its commendable efforts
in promolmg trade and
industry.

He' expressed a
strong desire for knowl-
edge sharing and tech-
nology transfer between
China and LCCI, high-
lighting the importance
of mutual learning.

Furthermore, Cao
Ke noted that this year
marks the 10th anniver-
sary of both the China-
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor(CPEC) and the Belt

and Road Initiative,
along with the 74th an”
niversary of the found-
ing of the People's Re-
pubucorcmna
He underscored
CPEC's transformative
impact on Pakistan's
economy, with a sub-
stantial $24.4 billion in-
vestment, and LCC
President Kashif Anwar
extended warmest con-
gratulations to all the
Chinese friends who cel-
ebrated their National
Day on st October 2023.
This day signifies
not only the birth of a
great nation but also a
reminder of their remark-
able journey towards
making excellent
progress in almost all
fields of life.
“We applaud the
achievements and ad-

vancements that China

as made, serving as an
inspiration to other na-
tions across the globe,”
he said. The LCCI Presi-
dent said that the diplo-
matic relations between
Pakistan and China be-
gan in 1950 which
brought two countries
very closeas dependable
strategic allies and trust-
worthy neighbours. The
enduring friendship be-
tween Pakistan and
China is a cornerstone of
our foreign policy. This
friendship is based on
mutual respect, trust,
and a shared vision for
social and economic
prosperity. You all will
agree with me that China
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) has added
great value to these mu-
tual ties.

300-year-old documents found
in Kharak Singh's Haveli

LAHORE (INP):A trea-
sure trove of three-hun-
dred-year-old docu-
ments has been un-
earthed from Kharak
Singh's Haveli, nestled
within the historic walls
of Lahore’s Shahi Qila.
These invaluable
documents not only n-
clude rare maps but also
hold crucial information
about Mughal and Sikh
tombs. The documents,
which have been pre-
served for centuries

within the confines of
Kharak Singh's Haveli,
are now undergoing a
painstaking cleaning
process by experts from
the Walled City Author-
ity.

Assigned to a team
of diligent researchers,
the ancient papers are
eradually revealing their
hidden secrets.

Archacologists
working on the project
have revealed that these
documents span a vast

timeline, encompassing
the rise and fall of ¢i
zations, from the Bud-
dhist era to the Mughal
Empire, Sikh rule, and
even the British colonial
period. Among the trea-
sures found are rare
maps, dating back to the
times when the world
was still discovering an-
cient civilizations such
as the Indus Valley.
One notable inclu-
sion is a document
authored by John

Marshall, offering in-
sights into the discovery
of Mohenjo-daro and
Harappa, two pivotal
sites in the history ofar-
chacology. The preser-
vation of this historical
treasure is of paramount

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Cuba called on Federal Health MmlsterDrN adeem

[Jan in his office.

Banking sector remains resilient de-
spite tight operating conditions

government securities,

coupled with strong in-

flows of deposits. Banks

also demonstrated a no-

ticeable reliance on bor-

rowings during this pe-
iod.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) has released
its mid-year performance
review of the banking
sector for 2023, covering
the period from Januar

to June2023 (IHCY23).

This comprehensive
review notonly assesses
the banking sector’s per-
formance and sound-
ness but also provides
insights into the broader
financial landscape, in-
cluding financial markets
and systemic risk fac-
tors.

Acknowledging the
persistent challenges in
the macrocconomic envi-
ronment during the first
half of CY23, the review
notes that domestic fi-
nancial conditions tight-
ened, and the operating
environment remained
under stress due to cl-
evated inflation and pro-
longed uncertainty. De-
spite these hurdles, the
banking sector exhibited
resilience, with its bal-
ance sheet expanding by
a notable 14%. This
growth was primarily earnings.
driven by investments in Profitability indica-

While the overall
balance sheet grew, ad-
vances within the bank-
ing sector recorded
muted growth. The pri-
vate sector experienced
a contraction in ad-
vances, while the public
sector sought additional
financing, primarily for
commodity finance op-
erations.

According to the
report available with
WealthPK, one of the
standout features of
1HCY23 was the im-
provement in asset qual-
ity indicators. The net
non-performing loans
(NPLs) to loans ratio
dropped to 0.45% at the
end of June 2023, com-
pared to 0.68% in June
2022. This improvement
was attributed to banks
setting aside higher pro-
visions from their steady

tors also saw significant
improvement, with the
return on assets (RoA)
risingto 1.5% in 1HCY23,
up from 1% forthe entire
CY22. These higher cam-
ings also contributed to
an improvement in the
Capital Adequacy Ratio
(CAR) of the banking
sector, which reached
17.8% by the end of June
2023, compared to 17%
by mc end of December

cially for commodity fi-
nance operations, pro-
vided a cushion. “The
sector’s ability to adapt
to the changing lending
landscape is_indeed
commendable,” he said.

One of the most en-
couraging aspects is the
improvement in asset
quality indicators, he
said.

The reduction in
the ratio of net NPLs to
loans from 0.68% in June
2022 to 0.45% in June
2023 reflected prudent
risk managementand the
banks’ commitment to
maintaining a healthy
loan portfolio.

Kashif said, “While
these achievements are
noteworthy, we must re-
main vigilant in address
the risks outlined in the
systemic risk survey,
particularly foreign ex-
change risk, rising do-

S

In line with the re-
cent trend, the invest-
ment portfolio of banks
increased at a high rate
0f16.9% to Rs21.5 trillion
during 1HCY23. Sol-
vency indicators further
improved, highlighting
the banking sector's abil-
ity to withstand severe
hypothetical shocks, as
indicated by the latest
stress testing results.

Kashif Ali, Group

Head at MCB Bank Lim-  mestic inflation, and po-
ited, said while talking to  liticaluncertainty. Confi-
WealthPK thatwhilead- dence in our financial

system and regulatory
oversight is crucial, but
proactive risk manage-
ment remains para-
mount.”

vances in the private
sector experienced a
contraction, the public
sector's access to addi-
tional financing, espe-

US shot downs Turk-
ish drone over Syria

amid rising tensions

DAMASCUS (INP):
US warplanes shot
down a Turkish drone
over Syria, citing it as
a threat to American
forces in the region, as
reported by the Penta-
gon. This event has the
potential to escalate
tensions between the
United States and Tur-
key, who are NATO al-
lies. The incident oc-
curred as Turkey was
targeting  Kurdish
forces in Syria in re-
sponse to a suicide
bombing in Ankara,
which was claimed by
the Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK). Accord-
ing  to Pentagon
spokesman Brigadier
General Pat Ryder, US
troops had obierved
drones_ cond
strikes in a reslnc(ed
operating zone" near
Hasakeh, located less

than a mile from Ameri-
can forces. Subse-
quently, a Turkish
drone re-entered this
zone and approached
US forces, despite a re-
ported dozen attempts.
to_contact Ankara's
military. At this point,
US commanders as-
sessed the Turkish un-
manned aerial vehicle
(UAV) to be a potential
threat, as it was less
than half a kilometer
away from American
troops. In self-defense,
US F-16 fighters shot
down the drone. Fol-
lowing the incident, US
Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin had a con-
versation with his
Turkish counterpart,
Yasar Guler, in which
he emphasized the need
for de-escalation in
northern Syria and

Gold prices in Pakistan con-
tinue their downward trend

ISLAMABAD(INP): On
Friday, the current rate
for 24-karat gold is
Rs188,000 per tola, while
those interested in 22-
Karat gold can acquire it
at Rs172,333 per tola.
For individuals
looking to purchase
smaller quantities, 10
grams of 24-Karat gold
are now priced at
Rs161,180,and 10 grams
of 22-karat gold can be
obtained for Rs147,748.
It's important to
highlight that the value
of pure gold in Pakistan

has been steadily declin-
ing. It's crucial to empha-
¢ that the gold rates
in Pakistan can vary sev-
eral times during the day
in response to global
market trends. These
rates are obtained from
trustworthy sources,
mainly based in Karachi
and Multan. However,
there has been a gap in
the official gold rates re-
leased by the All Paki-
stan Jewelers Associa-
tion, which typically pro-
vides daily gold prices,
since September 5, 2023,

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF
84 INTERESTS (EOIS) i‘;‘))

Procurement of Consultancy Services for Design and
Supervision for Integrated Flood Resilience and Adaptation
Programme (IFRAP) Project ID: P180323

The Government o Islamic Republic of Pakistan, represented by
Government of Balochistan has received financing from the World

9 tends t art of
this financing for consulting services for preparation of detailed
designs, procurement assistance and supervision of civil
infrasiructure works.

The detailed Terms of Reference (TORS) for the assignment can
be found at the ollowing website htp:/www.rappius.org.pk! or can

S, EEEEIITE ©.

me S ol Mo, s o i Bdr b

brushes, stone weights,
gloves, and protective
eyewear are being em-
ployed to ensure the
documents remain intact
during the cleaning pro-
cess.

Note In Al Procurementsof GOB Whethr Through Electroric

or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory For Al Bidders to

Get Registered At Electronic Public Procurement System of

BPPRAGOB. __Tender Fee Notrequired

S.No__Class of Object

1 Medical Equipment and Accessories
(Totalltem(s) Count: 22)

Bid Security

QUETTA: A vendor selling dry fruit at air port roadside.

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: No Prior
Experience is Required. There is No Requirement of Tum Over.
Presence inActive Tax Payer List, Sales Tax Certicate. The bidding
firm must not be currently blackiisted by any procuring agency of

1. The Project Implementation Unit of IFRAP now invites eligible
consulting fims (*Consultants') to indicate their interest n providing
ORs. C:
1o provide only materials that would be specifc to the proposed
senvices, and to avoid submiting generic promotional material. The
shortisting critera are (i) Corporate Capacity (Core business and
years of experience in same business for at least 10 years): ) at
least five (5) similar assignments completed in the last five years
indicating the nature and scope of these assignments in areas of
design, supervision, procurement, coniract administration, quality
assurance, environment, management planning, implementation of
resettlement action plan; i) the logistical capacity of firn and; iv)
2. Consultants may associate with other firms to enhance their

must agree {o deliver

month
the instructions, terms and conditions specified in the bidding
documents & contract agreement, Shelf-ife must be 75% & 70%
(from the date of supply of medicines) for local products and

(JV andior sub-consultant
in the joint venture shall be jointly and severally iable for the entire

contract, f selected. Interested consulting fims should provide
f they

imported products respectively. Procedure Of
Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The
bids must accompany Bid Securty in the form of Bank Gurantee,
Deposit at Call of 2% specified above in the name of the under-
signed from a scheduled bank, Tender Documents: The bidding
documents can be obtained from the ofice of the undersigned
Issuance of tender Documents: From the date of publication of
NIT to 21 October,2023 during offce hours on working days Last
Date of bid submission: The Tenders must be submitted latest by
2023 il 01:30 PM' i

opened on same day atthe offce ofthe under-signed at 02:30 PM
Address: Joint Hospital Awaran

3. Particular
Section Il Governance, paragraphs 3.14 [ConfictofInterest), 3.16
and 3.17 [Consuling Services] of the World Bank's Procurement
Regulationsfor PF Bomowers November 2020
4. Expressions of Interest must reach the address mentioned
below on or before Wednesday, November 8, 2023 at 1600 hours
(PST)
5. Aconsultant will e selected in accordance with the Qualy and
Cost Based Selection method set out in the World Bank's
Procurement Regulatons.

Further information can be obtained in writing at the address

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
JOINT HOSPITAL AWARAN

PRQ No.732/06-10- znz:
%7 wwwdprgobpk. g

dgprbalochistan

0900to 1700 hours.

4B N
Project Director BIWRMD Project
e Qnena (Phone: 49

Jinnah Town,
70705)

Publish by Asim Khan at C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mando khail Plaza Mission Road Quetta.
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PTI seeks CJP timely intervention to ensure
polls within constitutional timeframe

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
spokesperson said that Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) was constitutionally
bound to hold elections within
the stipulated 90 days; hence
the electoral watchdog and the
caretaker government have
only 34 days to meet the con-
stitutional deadline.

He categorically stated
that the nation would not toler-
ate any unconstitutional at-
tempts to delay the polls be-
yond the constitutional deadline
come what may.

The PTI spokesperson
made it clear that it was elec-
toral body’s ional

Constitution and to make the
ECP and the caretaker govern-
ment bound to ensure holding
elections within the constitu-
tional time limits.

PTIspokesperson wenton
to say that the state was sub-
ject to the constitution and the
constitution made the free will
of the public the basis of the
political and governmental sys-
tem.

“Suspension of anyarticle
or part of the Constitution is
akin to suspending the entire
Consu(uuon whichis aserious
crime,” he said, adding that the
constitution did not give any
authonty to any state msmu-
tion alone or in with

assemblies.

He stated that in case of
premature dissolution of the
assemblies, the constitution
mandated the conduct of elec-
tions within timeframe of 90
days, which was interpreted by
the top court and approved by
the President.

PTI spokesman made it
clear that the ECP and the
caretaker government have
only 34 days to conduct the
elections, as the President of
thestate in his letter to the elec-
toral watchdog suggested No-
vember 9 as the date for the
clections. He alerted that if the
constitution was violated by
avoidin, within90-

responslblllty and the funda-
mental right of the people to
hold elections within the con-
stitutionally mandated
timeframe of 90 days. There-
fore, he demanded that the
honorable Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan should intervene pre-
emptively in order to thwart
any attempt of violation of the
1

others to take any decision con-
trary to its intent regarding
holding of the elections.
PTI spokesperson under-
lined that the constitution was
e

and about conduct of elections
in the wake of the timely or
premature dissolution of these

day limits, then the ECP and
the caretaker prime minister
along with his cabinet would be
guilty of constitutional violation,
which was punishable crime
under Article 6. PTI spokes-
person vowed that the nation
would not accept any attempt
to delay the poll for an indefi-
nite period at any cost.

KARACHI: Pakistan's Ambassador- deslgnate to Bahrain Saqlb Rauf, called on

[President Dr Arif Alvi, at

Governor House.

Political forces should sign CoE for stable
country: Mandviwalla

MULTAN (INP):Chairman Senate
Standing Committee on Finance
& Revenue, Saleem Mandviwalla

ISLAMABAD: British MP Afzal Khan called on Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture]
Jamal Shah. Federal Secretary Humaira Ahmed and Adviser & Culture expert Muhammad Kashi
Irshad were alsopresent in the meeting.

Senate Body on 1&P deliberates on ap-
pointments in PITAC

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presided
over by Senator Senator Khalida
Ateeb, the meeting of Senate
Smndmg Committee on Industries
and Production held at Parliament
House on Friday deliberated on
appointments made in the Paki-
stan Industrial Technical Assis-
tance Center (PITAC).

The Senate Body discussed
the appointment of Mr. Basir
Ahmad, son of Haji Yar
Muhammad, at the PITAC. The
Legal Counsel of PITAC apprised
the committee that Basir Ahmad
was appointed as an 'Apprentice
Engineer' in 2012, and the rules
do not make it obligatory for
PT to offer employment to an
individual f ion of

Engineer' under the 'Aghaz ¢
Haqooq Baluchistan Project' sub-
ject to consideration for a perma-
nent position after the completion
of his apprenticeship. However,
despite the availability of relevant
positions, no permanent position
was offered to him. The Commit-
tee expressed dissatisfaction with
PITAC and directed the ministry
to investigate the matter and sub-
mit a report at the next meeting.
Senator Dr. Muhammad
Humayun Mohamand highlighted
the matter of illegal conduct by
Private Members of the NFC
Board in dereliction of their fidu-
ciary responsibilities. He claimed
that some NFC employees were

o
their apprenticeship.

The affected individual,
Bashir Ahmad, mentioned that he
was appointed as an 'Apprentice

to work after accept-
ing the consensual 'Golden Hand-
shake' and enjoying the perks and
privileges associated with it.
Officials of NFC stated that

the matter was referred to the FIA
in 2019, and the investigation has
not been completed yet. The
Committee has directed NFC to
provide details of the necessary
actions taken by NFC manage-
ment to expedite the inquiry."
While discussing the present

on Friday said politi-
cal parties should come forward
to sign Charter of Economy (CoE)
which was the dire need of the
hour. He said it was imperative for
a stable Pakistan which would
eventually help tackle challenges
on the economic front, besides
ensuring the interests of people.

Addressing a news confer-
ence with PPP Ieaders Khawaja
Rizwan Alam, Ali Qasim Gilaniand
others at Multan Press Club , he
stated that inflation was atits peak
and there was a need to bring
rates of commodities down to en-
sure relief for people.

The Senator said that he had

met Faisalabad and Multan busi-
ness community on Thursday
adding their issues would be re-
solved on priority.

He noted that Pakistan
People’s Party wanted general
elections on time and added that
PPP co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari
and he were meeting with the busi-
ness fraterity to find solutions
to the economic woes of the coun-
try. Replying to a question, the
Senatorsaid that

day night, he said that business-
men were the most important
people of the country.

He said though the standing
committee had an oversight role
for the govt departments, even
then it took up issues of the busi-
ness community and got them re-
solved. Mandviwalla announced
that the committee would take up
the Model Customs Collectorate
issue and would get it restored
for both and en-

assumed power after the elec-
tions, should act upon CoE. He
said that the masses would de-
cide who should be the winner in
the election. Earlier, speaking to
the executive committee at
Multan Chamberof Commerce &
Industry (MCCI) late on Thurs-

forcement soon. The Senator said
that FBR’s Alternative Dispute
Resolution Committees (ADRCs)
would be made functional soon
adding that cess did not fall in the
purview of federal governments
rather it was a matter of provincial
govemnments.

Need to encourage solar energy to avoid
expensive electricity: Mian Zahid

KARACHI(INP): Chairman of Na-
tional Business Group Pakistan,
President Pakistan Businessmen
and Intellectuals Forum, and All

Karachi Industrial Alliance, and
former provincial minister Mian
Zahid Hussain has called for en-
couraging solar energy to avoid
expensive electricity.

In astatement issued here on
Friday, he said that due to line
losses, capacity payments, and
thefis, electricity was becoming
more expensive.

Forcing people to avoid al-
ternatives and use expensive elec-
tricity was a violation of their fun-
damental rights, so this practice

must be stopped, he said.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that
it was important to attract con-
sumers towards solar energy,
make its equipment cheaper, and
provide long-term interest-free
loans to people, enabling them to
use the solar energy.

He said that Pakistan was
among the top countries in the
world in terms of solar power po-
tential. According to international
experts, Pakistan can get 40% of
its electricity requirement through
solar energy, but instead of using

sector for public welfare, it is
b eing used as a source of profi-

status of the r z of ser-
vices and the increase in salaries
of National Fertilizer Marketing
Ltd (NFML) employees, the MD
of NFML apprised the committee
that there is a substantial gap be-
tween the salaries of regular and
contract employees. However, the
salaries of contract employees
were increased by 30% last year
to lessen the gap to some extent.
Senator Khalida Ateeb re-
marked that complaints were re-
ceived, which indicate that a 'Blue
Eyed Criteria' was adopted for the
regularization of services.

Pakistan needs charter of economy to
overcome problems: Atif Akram

KARACHI (INP): Presidential
Candidate of Federal of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FPCCI), Atif Akram has
said that Pakistan needs a charter
of economy so that all political
forces can focus on economic re-
covery.

Speaking to business com-
munity on Friday, he said that eco-
nomic matters should be in ca-
pable hands to improve the
economy which willalso provide
relief to the masses and the busi-
ness community.

Atif Tkram Sheikh who has
also served as VP FPCCI, Chair-
man PVMA and President ICCI
said in a statement issued here
today that continuity of policies
should be ensured so that inves-
tors can breathe a sigh of relief
and stop withdrawing capital from

Pakistan to safe destinations.

Important decisions should
not be delayed; otherwise, they
would severely affect the masses
and the currency and lead to a
sharp rise in inflation, he added.

The business leader said that
agreements with the IMF and
other institutions should be hon-
ored, as breaching promises will
result in displeasure with interna-
tionalinstitutions, which the coun-
try cannot afford at this critical
juncture.

‘We want economic managers
with good economic understand-
ing, experience, and foresight to
resolve the country's problems.

He demanded that the hike in
electricity and gas tariffs be re-
versed and the nfamous circular
debt, which has become a threat

State-run  corporations
should be sold, the cost of doing
business for industry and trade
should be reduced, and the busi-
ness community should be treated
well, he said.

Higher policy rates are dis-
couraging businesses and in-
creasing government borrowing
costs, driving higher financing
needs. These financing needs are
met through increased borrowing,
he said. The higher interest rate s
a major contributor to our debt
woes; a quicker growth in the debt
stock is due to its failure to con-
tain its expenditures and boost its
income by broadening the tax
base, he added.

He noted that production,
exports, and remittances are go-
ing down, necessitating a strat-
egy to reverse the trend.

to the economy, be reduced.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Law and Justice Ahmad Irfan Aslam had a meeting|
[with Haroon Ur Rasheed Vice chairman Pakistan Bar Counciat Ministry of Law and Justice.

teering. [fother sources of renew-

able energy are adopted along
with solar energy, there will be no
need to generate electricity from
imported oil, gas, or coal, and the
country will also be ableto export
electricity. The business leader
said that people whose busi-
nesses are related to oil, gas, coal,
and expensive electricity will
never accept renewable energy.
The oil, gas, and coal mafias
resisted solar power in dozens of
countries, but the governments
took decisions according to the
public interest, which brought re-
liefto the people and reduced en-
vironmental pollution, he in-
formed.

lSLAMABAD Caretaker Federal Minister for Privatisation Fawad Hasan Fawad
chaired a Privatisation Commission ( PC) Board Meeting.

Trump endorses Jim Jordan to be
House speaker

WASHINGTON (INP):

Donald Trump is endorsing

Congressman Jim Jordan to
replace ousted US House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, the
former president said on Fri-
day, as the chamber’s fractious
Republicans tryto unifyin the
aftermath of McCarthy's his-
toric fall.

"He (Jordan) is STRONG

on Crime, Borders, our Mili-
tary/Vets, & 2nd Amendment.

Jim, his wife, Polly, & family

are outstanding - He will be a
GREAT Speaker of the House,
& has my Complete & Total
Endorsement!" Trump said in
apost on his Truth Social app.

The post follows earlier

news that Trump, the
frontrunner for the 2024 Re-
publican nomination to chal-
lenge Democratic President
Joe Biden, might agree to re-
place McCarthy for a short
time. Fox News also reported
that Trump was close to en-
dorsing Jordan.

Two Republican lawmak-
ers are campaigning for the
speakership: Representative
Steve Scalise, who was sec-
ond to McCarthy on the lead-

ership ladder, and Jordan, an
outspoken conservative from
Ohio who has led investigations
into the Biden administration.

Republicans, who control
the House of Representatives
by a narrow 221-212 margin,
are due to hold a closed-door
forum for candidates secking
the speakership on Tuesday, a
meeting that the former Re-
publican president said he could
attend. A vote is expected the
next day.

But acrimony and resent-
ment over McCarthy's ouster
could make nominating a new
speaker a challenge for House
Republicans.

Although House rules do
not require the speaker to be a
member of Congress, Trump
already has a lot on his plate
as he faces four upcoming
criminal trials, two related to
his attempts to overturn his
2020 election defeat.

House Republican rules
prohibit a speaker who is un-
der felony indictment.

Trump spent much of the
start of the week in New York,
where his civil fraud trial was
getting under way, with the

former reality TV star draw-
ing the spotlight over repeated
verbal attacks on the US legal
system, drawing a gag order
from the judge.

Trump's pull with House
Republicans has been tested at
times this year. Republicans ini-
tially did not respond to
Trump's call to elect McCarthy
as speaker, waiting three days
before doing so and subjecting
McCarthy to a grueling 15
rounds of voting.

Trump has been indicted
on 91 felony counts in four
separate criminal cases includ-
ingtwo thataccuse him of ille-
gally trying to subvert his 2020
presidential election loss.

Republican congressional
leadership sources either did
not respond to a request for
comment or declined to com-
ment on the possibility of
Trump's becoming speaker.

The meeting on Tuesday
would be Trump's first visit to
Capitol Hill since his support-
ers attacked the Capitol on
Jan. 6, 2021, to try to prevent
lawmakers from certifying his
2020 White House loss to
Democrat Joe Biden.




