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Afghanistan Earthquake: Urgent Wake-Up
Call for Pakistan

The deadliest earthquake in Afghanistan sent alarm
bells across the globe. As per the US Geological
Survey, the earthquake was recorded at 6.3 on the
reactor scale. However, the scale of devastation is
high as the earthquake has claimed 2,100 human
lives so far, with thousands of injured battling for
their lives in hospitals.

Unprecedented Devasta-
tion in Afghanistan

The powerful earthquake caused the collapse
of thousands of mud-walled houses in Herat prov-
ince and other western provinces of the war-rav-
aged country. Rescue workers as quoted by the
media narrate heartbreaking stories about the sur-
vivors in villages.

Vulnerable Regions in
Pakistan

In the context of Pakistan, most parts of the
country are located in the Red Zone when it comes
to earthquakes. Most parts of Azad Kashmir and
other parts of the country were razed to the ground
on October 8, 2005, when a powerful earthquake
struck.

Balochistan’s Ongoing
Risk

When we speak about Pakistan, Balochistan
province, which covers half of the country in terms
of area comes first. The province is prone to all-
natural disasters including floods, earthquakes,

droughts, and high temperatures.

Ignored Building Codes
in Quetta

Quetta, the current capital of Balochistan prov-
ince was razed to the ground in the deadliest 1935
earthquake when Britians were ruling on the sub-
continent. The English rulers introduced a specific
building code to avoid human loss in the case of
future earthquakes.

Nevertheless, more than 1,000 buildings in
Quetta have been constructed in the violation of
building code. They all were constructed right un-
der the nose of the officials concerned.

Impending Threats from
Fault Lines

Experts have warned of earthquakes in Quetta
and other parts of Pakistan. Especially, Chaman
Fault, Ghazaband Fault and Chiltan Fault pose a
serious  threat to Quetta and o ther parts of
Balochistan. This needs the urgent attention of the
federal and provincial governments.

Inadequacy of Provincial
Disaster Management
The poorly equipped Provincial Disaster Man-

agement Authority (PDMA) can distribute flour and
sugar but it is not in a position to tackle such natu-
ral calamities. Rulers must learn a lesson from the
Afghan earthquake and ensure the best prepara-
tions for any future natural calamities.

PMDC manager killed, driver injured in
Sorange Quetta blast

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: The Manager of the Pakistan Min-
erals Development Corporation (PMDC) was
killed in a bomb explosion in the Sorange area
of the provincial capital on Sunday morning.
Police sources said the vehicle of Shabahat
Mirza, the Manager of the PMDC was tar-
geted through a blast in the colony.

The injured driver was
rushed to hospital

The manager was dead on the spot. How-
ever, his driver sustained serious wounds. The

injured driver was rushed to the hospital for
medical treatment. Police and personnel of
Frontier Corps reached the spot and started an
investigation into the incident.

Blast heard far and wide
The vehicle was completely destroyed in

the attack. Security was tightened in and around
Sorange in the aftermath of the blast, which
rocked the entire mountainous area of Quetta.
The area houses rich coal reservoirs and thou-
sands of coal miners have been working in coal

Afghanistan earthquakes kill 2,053, Taliban say, as
death toll spikes

NEWS DESK: Powerful earthquakes in Afghani-
stan have killed more than 2,000 people and injured
more than 9,000, the Taliban administration said on
Sunday, in the deadliest tremors in years in the quake-
prone mountainous country.

Amid the confusion, the death toll from
Saturday’s quakes spiked from 500 reported on Sun-
day morning by a Red Crescent spokesperson and
16 from Saturday night.

The quakes hit 35 km (20 miles) northwest of
the city of Herat, with one measuring 6.3 magni-
tude, the US Geological Survey (USGS) said.

Mullah Janan Sayeeq, spokesman for the Min-
istry of Disasters, told Reuters that 2,053 people
were dead, 9,240 injured and 1,329 houses damaged
or destroyed.

More than 200 dead had been brought to dif-
ferent hospitals, a Herat health department official
who identified himself as Dr Danish told Reuters,
adding most of them were women and children.

Bodies had been “taken to several places —
military bases, hospitals,” Danish said.

The quakes caused panic in Herat, resident
Naseema said on Saturday.

“People left their houses, we all are on the
streets,” she wrote in a text message to Reuters,
adding that the city was feeling follow-on tremors.

Herat — 120 kilometres east of the border with
Iran — is considered the cultural capital of Afghani-
stan. It is the capital of Herat province, which is
home to an estimated population of 1.9 million, ac-

since the Taliban returned to power in 2021.

Pakistan offers support
The Foreign Office (FO) on Sunday said that

Pakistan was deeply saddened by the devastating
earthquake in the western regions of Afghanistan
that resulted in the tragic loss of life and widespread
damage to property.

“We extend our sincerest condolences to the
families of those who lost their loved ones and pray
for the early and complete recovery of the injured,”
the statement added. The FO said Pakistan stood in
complete solidarity with “our brothers and sisters
in Afghanistan” during this difficult time, adding
that it will extend all possible support to the recov-
ery effort. “We are in contact with the Afghan au-
thorities to get a first-hand assessment of the ur-
gent needs of those affected by the earthquake,”
the statement concluded. Separately, Ubaidur
Rehman Nizamani, the head of mission at the Paki-
stan embassy in Afghanistan, said Pakistan was
prioritising the dispatch of search and rescue teams,
medicines, food and shelter items. “We stand with
our Afghan brethren in these difficult times,” he
added in a post on X. Meanwhile, ex-prime minister
Shehbaz Sharif said he was deeply grieved to learn
about the deaths and injuries caused by the earth-
quake in Afghanistan. “My heartfelt condolences
are with the bereaved families! I also pray for the
early recovery of the injured,” he said.

cording to 2019 World Bank data.
Afghanistan is frequently hit by earthquakes, especially in the Hindu Kush mountain range, which

lies near the junction of the Eurasian and Indian tectonic plates. In June last year, more than 1,000 people
were killed, and tens of thousands rendered homeless after a 5.9-magnitude quake — the deadliest in
Afghanistan in nearly a quarter of a century — struck the impoverished province of Paktika. Afghanistan
is already in the grip of a grinding humanitarian crisis, following the widespread withdrawal of foreign aid

Almost 1,000 killed as Israel declares
‘long war’ with Hamas

ISRAELI IN GAZA: The death toll surged to almost
1,000 since Palestinian group Hamas launched a
surprise attack on Israel with a barrage of rockets
and a large-scale ground assault, officials on both
sides said on Sunday.

The conflict’s worst escalation in decades has
claimed more than 600 lives on the Israeli side, the
government press office said, while Gaza officials
reported at least 370 deaths, with thousands more
wounded on each side.

Thousands of Israeli forces were deployed to
battle holdout Hamas fighters in the south and the
airforce again pounded targets in the Gaza Strip as
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned
of a “long and difficult” war ahead. “We are em-
barking on a long and difficult war that was forced
on us by a murderous Hamas attack,” Netanyahu
said on X, formerly Twitter, early on Sunday. Gun
battles raged in towns and on highways as the Is-
raeli army sought to secure desert regions near the
coastal enclave, rescue Israeli hostages and evacu-
ate all areas near Gaza within 24 hours.

“We’ll reach each and every community until
we kill every terrorist in Israel,” vowed military
spokesman Daniel Hagari, a day after hundreds of
Hamas fighters launched their shock offensive and
surged into Israel using vehicles, boats and even
motorised paragliders. As fighting raged on Sun-
day, Lebanon’s powerful Hezbollah movement said
it had fired “large numbers of artillery shells and
guided missiles” at Israeli positions in a contested
border areas “in solidarity” with Hamas, while in
Alexandria, two Israeli tourists were shot dead along
with their Egyptian guide. Overnight Israel attacked
the Gaza Strip with air strikes as rockets from the
blockaded Palestinians territory rained on Israel. In
southern Israel, Hamas fighters were still fighting
Israeli security forces 24 hours after the surprise
attack. Israeli air strikes hit housing blocks, tun-
nels, a mosque and homes of Hamas officials in
Gaza. Hamas has labelled its attack “Operation Al-
Aqsa Flood” and called on “resistance fighters in
the West Bank” and “Arab and Islamic nations” to
join the battle. NEWS DESK

SYED ALI SHAH
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Is Pakistan unusual?
By Pervez Hoodbhoy:

No credible plan
By Maryam Khan:

Fresh polls are the only remedy
By Abbas Nasir:

IS Pakistan unlike the
world’s Muslim-majority
countries? In some re-
spects, certainly, but not
in others. While religious
violence there is on the
higher side, it shares
some striking similarities
with other Muslim coun-
tries. Turkish author
Ahmet Kuru helps situ-
ate Pakistan within a
bro ader context  of
authoritarianism, under-
development, and ongo-
ing conflicts in Muslim
countries. Kuru is a pro-
fessor of political sci-
ence at San Diego State
University and director
of the Centre for Islamic
and Arabic  Studies.
Much of what is below
derives from his award
winning book, Islam,
Authoritarianism, and
Underdevelopment – A
Global and Historical
Comparison. The rest
comes from my public
conversation with him
this week over Zoom be-
fo re an audience in
Islamabad. Countries
where Muslims are in the
majority, says  Kuru,
have significantly higher
levels of violence than
others. Statistics tell a
compelling story: two-
thirds (eight out of 12) of
the protagonists in re-
cent wars, and two-fifths
of the sides in relatively

minor conflicts (24 out of
60) were Muslim-major-
ity  states o r Mus lim
groups. These rates are
disp roportionate be-
cause Muslims consti-
tute only one-quarter of
the world’s population
and Muslim-majority
countries are only one
quarter of the world’s
countries. This thesis is
buttressed by Pakistan’s
case.  A s teady,  un-
changing component of
its national life is Mus-
lim-Muslim violence.
Last week, on Rabi-ul-
Awwal 12, over 60 Mus-
lims in Mastung and
Hangu met a bloody end
when they were suicide
bombed by other Mus-
lims.
 These ecstatic follow-
ers  of Prop het
Muhammad (PBUH)
were c eleb rating his
birth, a centuries-old tra-
dition. But their killers,
no less pious, were from
a sect which decries
such expressions of joy-
ousness as irreligious.

While particularly
grotes que inc idents
sometimes make it to the
press, news of other bru-
talities generally does
not. Non-Muslims are
considerably worse off
than Muslims. In Au-
gust, 21 churches were
burned down in
Jaranwala by raging

TLP-led mobs. Temples
and Ahmadi places of
worship are routinely
desecrated with impu-
nity. Kuru’s other statis-
tical data covers 48 Mus-
lim-majority countries.
One can see where Paki-
stan fits in. On average,
Muslim countries have
lower GNP per capita,
smaller literacy rates,
fewer years of schooling,
fewer examples of func-
tioning democracy, au-
thoritarian leadership is
more common, rates of
corruption are higher,
and the tax-to-GDP ratio
is smaller.  The last fact
means that governments
derive the ir revenue
mostly from rent, mean-
ing exploitation of some
naturally endowed re-
source such as oil or
geographic location. A
smaller industrial base
means  smaller value-
added production. No
Muslim country pro-
duces high-level tech-
nology.

What explains these
negative features? Kuru
rejects suggestions that
Islam is the cause, deem-
ing this essentialist and
unsupp orted b y evi-
dence. Indeed, violence
is a general human prob-
lem and for the last two
centuries Western pow-
ers, not Muslim coun-
tries, have imposed their

military domination upon
the world. As for under-
development — none
could have alleged this
dur ing the Islamic
Golden Age. From the
ninth through the 13th
centuries — a period of
roughly 400 years —
Muslim civilisation from
Baghdad to  Spain
sparkled with enlighten-
ment and learning. The
causes of Muslim de-
cline have been long de-
bated.  Mongol inva-
sions and the advent of
18th-century European
colonialism remain popu-
lar explanations. While
Kuru admits their impor-
tance, he contends the
true reason lies else-
where.

 The Islamic Golden
Age owed its vitality
largely to independent
scholars and Arab mer-
chants who scoured the
wo rld for trade and
brought back new ideas.
Broad-minded caliphs of
that era welcomed such
individuals to  the ir
courts. Muslim, Chris-
tian, and Jewish schol-
ars filled the royal courts.

But around the 11th
century, rulers and
usurpers discovered the
usefulness of clerics in
endowing legitimacy to
their rule. An ulema-state
alliance emerged, hugely
empowering the ulema.

WHILE impulsively
buying clothes online,
many of you must have
noticed a pop-up inform-
ing you abo ut the
sustainability policy of
the company from which
you are making the pur-
chase. That information
is likely to be fabricated.
According to Reuters,
textile industries gener-
ate over 10 per cent of
total global carbon emis-
sions. And yet increas-
ingly, every year, firms —
and not necessarily in
the apparel industry —
want to broadcast their
‘ e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
friendly’  policies. So,
how should you research
your purchase? The an-
swer is to notlisten to
what the co mpanies
themselves say about
their sustainability poli-
cies.

There is a go od
chance it is an attempt at
‘greenwashing’, or mis-
representing the facts.

‘Greenwashing’ is a
term that originated after
sustainability and climate
action became a Sustain-
able Development Goal.
Ever since the Covid-19
pandemic, consumers
have become more aware
of their behaviour pat-
terns, and care about the
environment  at large.
Wanting to cater to this,

companies  now c are
about the climate too.
Still, some of them take
the more symbolic route
that reinforc es
sus tainability as the
norm, but their words do
not translate into con-
crete action.

These firms provide
only ad  hoc  ‘win-
win’actions that do not
make a real difference. A
classic example, which
has been reported, is
that of Inditex, the par-
ent company of Zara.
The company claims it is
aiming for net zero emis-
sions by 2050. However,
a recent analysis by Car-
bon Market Watch finds
the plan to be “uncertain
and unsubstantiated”.
Why is the pledge not
unique? MNCs are talk-
ing about climate more
than ever, but a majority
of such claims seems to
be a questionable con-
cept of ‘sustainability’
and ‘net zero’. CDP, the
Carbon Disc losure
Pro ject , as serts that
some 4,000 companies
claim they have “transi-
tion plans” compatible
with the Paris Agree-
ment, while only 80 ap-
pear to actually have
“credible” plans. How-
ever, there is something
in the world of financial
regulation that could
help. With  incoming

regulations , corpora-
tions will be legally re-
quired to disclose infor-
mation regarding their
emissions, even Scope 3
emissions, which is the
technical term for supply
chain emissions. Push-
ing companies to release
details about the climate
risk posed by their op-
erations is a relatively
new concept, but it is in-
spired by the classic
recipe of financial dis-
closures to curb tax eva-
sion. The essence of
emission disclosure is
that in modern times,
emissions have become
material — and firms al-
ready producing large
amounts are considered
a threat.

They are likely to
witness duties , taxes,
even lawsuits. In this
context, many would be
well acq uainted with
how Exxon’s reputation
suffered during the last
decade. So, emission
disclosure is an indus-
try-transforming regula-
tory shift that will help
investors assess how
much climate risk a com-
pany poses. Some of
these rules assert that
companies need to dis-
close their emissions for
their supply (indirect)
chains. These emissions
are on average 12 times
higher than operational

(direct) emissions, and
ignoring them or conve-
niently not adding them
to disclosure reports
amo unts  to
greenwashing. Europe is
taking the lead in the at-
tempt to c ounter
greenwashing,  as it
makes some information
mandato ry and non-
compensable. In finance
circles, this category of
disclosures is referred to
as ‘double materiality’. It
revolves round the con-
cept of third-party im-
pact: for instance, while
a potential investor does
not care if a company is
dumping waste into the
river, the town located
do wnstream does.
Double materiality
asse-rts that corpora-
tions  have ethical re-
sponsibilities to entities
that are stakeholders. It
is a radical ap--p-roach
adopted by the EU to
ensure a more definitive
way of countering
greenwashing. Where
does this leave the Glo-
bal South, which is more
a recipient of, and less a
contributor to,  global
emissions? Africa’s car-
bon market serves as a
positive example, where
high-income countries
(they produce more emis-
sions) are allowed to emit
a certain amount of car-
bon.

Delimitation blues
By Tahir Mehdi:

THE Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan took up
the task of delimitation at
great risk to its reputation
this time. It was accused
of using the time-con-
suming task as an excuse
to delay elections for
some ulterior objective.
But the ECP pressed
ahead, preferring the
constitutional require-
ment of delimiting con-
stituencies over every-
thing else. The extraordi-
nary importance given to
this task had rais ed
hopes that the ECP was
serious about levelling
the playing field by first
addressing the problem
of disparity in the sizes
of constituencies.

Cons tituencies in
Pakistan have histori-
cally been unequal. In
extreme cases,  the ir
populations have varied
by as much as  three
times. This goes against
the  basic democratic
principle of equal suf-
frage, besides violating
citizens’ equality that is
guaranteed in our Con-
stitution.

Parliament at-
tempted to fix this in Elec-
tions Act, 2017, by set-
ting a limit of 10 per cent
variation in the popula-
tion of constituencies.
The effort, however, was
in vain as the 2018 delimi-
tations again resulted in

unequal constituencies.
The main obstacle

was the rule suggesting
that a district shall have
a whole number of con-
stituencies ; in other
words, a constituency
shall not comprise parts
of two or more districts.
Since the population of
districts cannot be in ex-
act multiples of the av-
erage per seat popula-
tion, their fractional
shares have  to be
rounded off. For ex-
ample,  if a district’s
population is 1.6 times
the  average , it is
awarded  two  seats.
Thus the population of
each will be 0.8 times the
average. On the other
hand, a district with a
population of 1.4 times
the average gets one
seat after the rounding
off. As a result, constitu-
encies in the former are
much smaller than those
in the latter. The condi-
tion of keeping a con-
stituency within the
bounds of one district
has  been the main
source of disparity in
constituency sizes.

Parliament in 2023
further amended Section
20 (3) of the Act, adding
that “it shall not be nec-
essary to strictly adhere
to the existing district
boundaries in excep-
tional cases”. The ECP
has used this space se-

lectively, and seemingly
arbitrarily, in the current
delimitation exercise. For
example, Tank district’s
share in the National
Assembly stands at 0.52,
while that of D.I. Khan
comes to 2.02, so instead
of creating a very small
seat out of Tank and two
average seats in D.I.
Ismail Khan, the ECP has
merged both and di-
vided them into three
equal seats. It has thus
created a cross-district
constituency compris-
ing the whole of Tank
and a part of D.I. Khan
and two wholly within
the latter. The same ap-
proach, however, has
not been applied in the
case o f Haripur and
Abbottabad. Haripur’s
share is calculated as
1.29 seats, far exceeding
the 10 per cent limit and
yet it has been given one
whole seat.
N e i g h b o u r i n g
Abbottabad’s share is
1.56 and it has been
rounded off to two seats.
This has resulted in a
very large Haripur con-
stituency with a popula-
tion of 1,174,783 next to
two small Abbottabad
seats with populations
of 699,311 and 719,761.
The ECP could have
easily combined the two
districts to create three
equal cons tituencies ,
but it has strangely de-

cided otherwise, without
explanation.

Similarly, Hafizabad
district’s share stood at
1.46 so it has been given
a whole seat and part of
another in neighbouring
Gujranwala dis tric t.
However, Gujranwala
district’s own share al-
ready stood at 5.48; de-
spite taking in the sur-
plus po pulation of
Hafizabad, the number of
seats for Gujranwala has
been kept at five. In other
words, with a combined
share of 6.94 seats the
two districts have been
given only six seats! In
contrast, Jhelum’s share
is 1.56, marginally higher
than that of Hafizabad,
but it has been given two
whole seats, instead of
one whole seat, and one
shared with Rawalpindi
or Gujrat. The combined
share of the
neighbouring districts of
Jhelum and Gujrat is five
seats (1.56 plus 3.55
equals 5.11) but they
have been given six (two
and four respectively).
This means that the av-
erage population of six
seats of Hafizabad and
Gujranwala is over one
million, which is likely to
translate into 550,000
voters, while that of the
six seats of Jhelum and
Gujrat is three-quarters
of a million (around
400,000 voters).

PML-N LEADER
Nawaz Sharif has an-
nounced he is home-
ward-bound early next
week and is likely to ar-
rive in Lahore as planned
on Oct 21, triggering op-
timism that general elec-
tions  could b e he ld
within the first few weeks
of the New Year.

Although the Elec-
tion Commission of Pa-
kistan stated that elec-
tions will be held towards
the end of January, it
failed to announc e a
date. This was bound to,
and did indeed, create
misgivings as commen-
tators started expressing
doubts, interpreting the
missing date as a sign
that the ECP was giving
itself wriggle room to
walk away from elections
in January.

For several months
now, Nawaz Sharif’s re-
turn has been seen as
linked to the conduct of
the elections  in the
country, as it was clear
that without him at the
helm of the PML-N’s
campaign, the party’s
sagging pop ularity
would not be boosted
and its chances would
be significantly reduced.

It is not clear what
he can say or what, to
use every
commentator’s favourite
word, ‘narrative’ he can

develop to bring back
droves of PML-N voters
to the party who now
seem disillusioned, even
angry, because of their
eco nomic hardship,
given the rampant food
inflation and sharply ris-
ing energy bills.

His new friends and
backers might be work-
ing day and night to put
him in front of the race.
Ho wever, given that
these very backers ran a
years-long smear cam-
paign to demonise him
and his party, making
words  such as ‘chor,
daku’ synonymous with
PML-N leaders, it won’t
be easy to bring around
voters to their new point
of view.
 Not just that. The PTI
and its leader were force-
fully projected, using
5GW weaponry, as the
saviours with impec-
cable credentials who
co uld do nothing
wrong. Then, in the 2018
elections  where this
campaign didn’t work,
other means were de-
ployed to make sure that
the ‘saviours’ got into
the corridors of power.

Now in the popular
perception that clean,
competent leader has
not only been ousted
from office wrongly; he
is also being persecuted
solely for questioning
powerful quarters. Quar-

ters that without doubt
paved his path to power
and ensured his oppo-
nents were jailed, dis-
qualified and were lik-
ened to boxers in a ring
with one hand tied be-
hind their backs.

That is not relevant
to legions of PTI support-
ers whether among the
millions of new, young
voters or urban elites in-
cluding ex-servicemen
who have served in se-
nior positions in the de-
fence establishment, as
all of them believe every
word being pulsated with
lethal efficiency and ef-
fect on social media by
the party. Somehow, that
cutting edge, sophisti-
cated and subtle 5GW
waged by the establish-
ment, seems to have dis-
appeared without a trace.
It has been replaced by a
more direct sledgeham-
mer approach which, al-
beit terribly intimidating
to those having the mis-
fortune to fall under it,
means nothing to, and
has no effect on, the
larger public. In the 21st
century, where social
media platforms have
challenged the primacy
of traditional media and
carved out large chunks
of the audience for them-
selves from the latter,
putting a ‘turned’ party
leader on a TV ‘news’
channel in an orches-

trated interview seems
pointless, even self-de-
feating.

During the nearly
hour-long interview, the
subjec t shunned his
own aggressive, militant
tendencies which were
on display for long years
till the recent past and
pointed the  finger of
blame towards the jailed
great leader as being the
instigator of all evil, up-
heaval, etc , etc.  The
problem is that even the
worst critics of the PTI
leader, who did not ap-
prove of his authoritar-
ian tendencies, had
trouble believing what
was said and put it down
to intimidation. This was
simply so because this
man’s ‘change of heart’
happened d uring his
‘enfo rced disap pear-
ance’ of several weeks.
It would be foolhardy to
think this fact would be
lost on any fair-minded
person. Then we hear of
another outspoken PTI
leader who was report-
edly brought to a TV
channel for an ‘inter-
view’. The truth is if this
interview is ever aired, its
impact would be near-
zero as who would be-
lieve a single word of a
person who was featur-
ing in it on his first mo-
ments back after having
been disappeared for
weeks.

Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees Face De-
forestation Threat

Summan Ismail:

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest, nes tled in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
territory, stands as a
testament to nature’s
splendor and history’s
embrace. This ancient
forest is renowned for
its towering, thousand-
year-old Juniper trees,
which rank among the
world’s oldest and tall-
est. This article ex-
plores the profound
significance of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
its historical roots, eco-
logical importance,
and the pressing need
for conservation ef-
forts.
A Glimpse into

History
The story of the

Ziarat Juniper Forest is
a journey through
time. Once inhabited
by nomadic tribes,
these Juni per trees
served as versatile re-
sources. They pro-
vided fuel, construc-
tion materials, and me-

dicinal remedies, in-
graining themselves in
the local culture. Over
generations, the forest
became a cherished
asset, safeguarded by
tribal elders.
A Global Eco-
logical Gem

In recent years,
the Ziarat Juniper For-
est has garnered inter-
national recognition for
its unique and vital eco-
system. It is an integral
part of the region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species.
Furthermore, the Juni-
per trees themselves
offer a rich source of
genetic information,
fueling discoveries in
ecology and herbal sci-
ence.
The Dark Side

of Progress
While the past de-

cade has brought com-
fort and progress to the
region, it has come at
a steep price. One in-
dustry that has thrived

at the expense of the
forest is the furniture
sector, leading to ex-
tensive deforestation.
These ancient wood-
lands, found mostly at
altitudes above 2000
meters, are under se-
vere threat. The
Ziarat region, home to
approximately 5000-
year-old Juniperus spe-
cies, faces rampant
deforestation due to
domestic fuel con-
sumption, agricultural
expansion, construc-
tion, medicinal use,
and furniture produc-
tion.

Alarming
Trends: A

Deforestation
Study

A recent report
titled “Observing Car-
bon Stock and Land-
Use Change in 5000-
Year-Old Juniper
Woods Stand of
Ziarat, Balochistan,
through a Synergistic
Methodology” con-
ducted a comprehen-

sive analysis of the
forest. The study re-
vealed a substantial
reduct ion in the
Juniperus tree popula-
tion from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hect-
ares between 1988
and 2018, alongside a
decline in agricultural
land in the same pe-
riod. This academic
publication also noted
a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
primarily due to defor-
estation.

Protecting
Wildlife and
Promoting
Sustainable

Tourism
Conservation ef-

forts are underway to
protect the diverse
wildl ife withi n the
Ziarat Juniper Forest.
Endangered species
such as the Asiatic
Mountain Bear, Snow
Leopard, and Markhor
call this forest home,
and preserving their
habitat is paramount.

Simultaneously, initia-
tives aim to promote
sustainable tourism,
allowing visitors from
around the world to
appreciate the forest’s
natural  beauty and
ecological  signif i-
cance.

The Call to
Action

The allure of the
valuable Juniper wood
has led to its exploita-
tion, with reports even
implicating authorities
in the illegal trade. To
secure the future of
this ancient forest, im-
mediate action is es-
sential. It is imperative
that we collectively
embrace sustainable
practices, raise
awareness, and curb
deforestation. Only by
doing so can we en-
sure the preservation
of this unique species
and its vital role in our
natural  world. To-
gether, we must act
responsibly to safe-
guard the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest for genera-
tions to come.

Balochistan prone to natural disasters
Editorial:
Balochistan, the country’s largest province in terms of the area is prone to almost all
types of natural disasters. Quetta, the provincial capital and various parts of the
sparsely populated province have suffered natural disasters including drought, floods
and earthquakes  during the last one and half decades. A recently mild earthquake
measuring 5.4 on reactor scale in the province’s Washuk district near the Iranian border
is yet to send any alarm bells in the power corridors. The tremors felt a couple of days
ago in the wee hours damaged around 300 mud-walled houses in Killi Sajid area of
Basima tehsil of Washuk district .  The provincial disaster management authority
(PDMA) announced sending relief goods to the displaced people. Fortunately, no
human loss was caused when earthquake tremors jolted one of the backward areas of
the province since people were sleeping outside their rooms owing to scorching heat.
The earthquake has almost gone unnoticed as no provincial minister or any high-level
government official has visited the area to meet the earthquake survivors and people
displaced. The media too gave cold-shoulder to the damages. Torrential rains also
claimed 13 lives in Dera Bugti, Jhal Magsi, Jaffarabad and other districts of Balochistan.
907 houses were damaged, 3 water dams burst, 2 bridges and 10 communication roads
were also damaged as a result of heavy rainfall. Similarly, floods in Naseerabad, Jaffarabad
made half a million people homeless and destroyed over 2,000 houses during 2012.  A
strong earthquake in Pakistan’s one of the famous tourist areas i.e. Ziarat killed over
200 and injured more than 300 on October 29, 2008. In April 2013, an earthquake in
Mashkail near Pak-Iran border killed dozens and injured over 100. In September 2013,
a powerful earthquake measuring 7.7 on the reactor scale killed 328 people in
Balochistan’s Awaran. Thousands were displaced when the powerful tremors jolted
the area. In 1935, the deadliest earthquake razed the entire Quetta city to the ground.
After the earthquake, the British rulers introduced a building code, which fixed 30 feet
height for buildings in the city. For some time, people followed the code. But, gradu-
ally, people violated the code and constructed more than 300 tall buildings, plazas,
shopping malls, markets in the heart of Quetta city.  Based on past experiences and
looming future threats of natural calamities, the Balochistan government needs to chalk
out a comprehensive strategy to cope with any emergency situation. The scale of the
natural calamities cannot be predicted at this point in time. However, what is humanly
possible that should be done. We have to learn a lesson from Japan, Turkey and other
countries when it comes to earthquakes and other natural calamities. Mere providing
relief goods, tents and blankets do not offer any solution rather a comprehensive
strategy needs to be made to tackle future situations. Building code in Quetta city,
which is located in the earthquake sensitive zone should be implemented strictly.
Populations living in floods danger zones or water-ways should be evacuated and
settled in safer places. Above all, the PDMA should go beyond distributing relief goods
and the authority should engage geologists, environmentalists and researchers to ana-
lyze, assess and review future climate dangers to sensitize policymakers.
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Fact Check: Did Taliban ask for passage from
neighboring countries to reach Jerusalem?

First Pakistani meat company approved by
GACC to export meat to China

ISLAMABAD (INP):
A statement associ-
ated with the Foreign
Affairs Ministry of the
Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan has been cir-
culating on social me-
dia platforms that the
Taliban’s interim gov-
ernment of Kabul has
asked the neighboring
countries for passage
to reach Jerusalem re-
portedl y to  fight
agains t the Israeli
army.

The statement has
been ci rculating in
Urdu and English lan-
guage and even Israeli
newspapers also re-
ported the statement.

Israel  National
News reported, “Sun-
day 3:50 AM: The
Taliban terror organi-
zation, which controls
Afghanistan, has re-
portedl y asked its

neighbors for passage
so it could join Hamas
in its attack on Israel.”

A private Tv
news channel carried
out a fact check that
unveiled that the state-
ment associated with
the Taliban govern-
ment was not true and
completely against the
facts.

Foreign Affairs
Ministry of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghani-
stan issued a statement
and said: “Afghanistan
has been closely moni-
toring the recent
events in the Gaza
Strip and considers
such events to be the
result of the violation
of the rights of the op-
pressed Palest inian
nation by the Israeli
Zionists and repeated
insults and disrespect
to Musl im holy

places.”
The statement

reads, “Any kind of
defense and the resis-
tance of the Palestin-
ian people for the free-
dom of the land and
holy places is their le-
gitimate right.”

“The Islamic
Emirate of Afghani-
stan declares its sup-
port for the legitimate,
historical and legal
right of the Palestinian
people to have a per-
manent country in the
historical Palestinian
land and calls upon the
Islamic countries, The
Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation
(OIC), the interna-
tional community and
especially the influen-
tial countries in the re-
gion to stop the vio-
lence of the Israeli oc-
cupying forces.”

Palest ine  urges
emergency meeting of
Arab League Council

The Palestinian
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatri-
ates directed its per-
manent delegation to
the Arab League to
request an emergency
meeting of the Arab
League Council at the
ministerial level.

Paki stan rei ter-
ated its long-lasting
position towards the
Palestine and Israel
conflict and extended
support for Palestine's
statehood with East
Jerusalem as its capi-
tal. President Arif Alvi
said that progress to-
wards peace cannot
materialise without
condemnation of usur-
pation and brutalisation
of Palestinian rights
and people by Israel.

BEIJING (INP): In a
groundbreaking devel-
opment for Pakistan’s
meat industry, a local
meat company named
Pakistan’s Organic
Meat has achieved a
historic milestone by
becoming the first Pa-
kistani entity to be reg-
istered with the Gen-
eral Administration of
Customs of Chi na
(GACC).  This
achievement not only
opens up new avenues
for Pakistan’s meat
exports but also solidi-
fies the country’s po-
sition in the global meat
market, said Ghulam
Qadir, Commercial
Counsellor here at the
Pakistan Embassy.

Ghulam Qadir told
China Economic Net
that the company that
has achieved this re-
markable feat is “The
Organic Meat Com-
pany Ltd,” a leading
player in Pakistan’s
meat processing and
export industry.

This achievement
comes after years of
rigorous quality control
measures and compli-
ance with international
standards. He further
said that to secure reg-
istrat ion on the
GACC, Organic Meat
Company Ltd under-
went rigorous inspec-
tions and quality au-
dits.  This demon-
strates their commit-
ment to maintaining
high-quality standards
in meat production,
processing, and pack-
aging. “Registration on
the GACC opens the
doors to the vast Chi-
nese meat market,
which has a growing
demand for high-qual-
ity meat products. This
milestone positions
Pakistan as a credible
and reliable supplier of
meat to China.  This
achievement has the
potential to signifi-
cantly boost
Pakistan’s meat ex-
ports, contributing to

the country’s economic
growth. It also creates
opportunities for job
creat ion withi n the
meat processing in-
dustry”, he added. He
further said that this
achievement en-
hances the country’s
reputation on the glo-
bal stage. It showcases
Pakistan’s ability to
meet the stringent re-
quirements of interna-
tional  markets.
Chaudhary Javed
Saleem, affiliated with
the meat and related
products business ex-
pressed his delight at
this historic achieve-
ment.  “It reflects the
huge effort  of
Pakistan’s meat pro-
cessing industry to ex-
pand markets and Pa-
kistan is committed to
delivering the highest
quality meat products
to the Chinese mar-
ket.” “This achieve-
ment sets a precedent
for other Pakistani
meat companies to fol-

low suit and strive for
excellence in quality
and compliance with
international  stan-
dards.  It also under-
scores the importance
of maintaining high
standards in the food
industry to tap into lu-
crative international
markets”, he men-
tioned. He further said
that it not only signifies
a major breakthrough
for the company but
also paves the way for
stronger trade relations
with China and a
br ighter futu re for
Pakistan’s meat ex-
ports on the global
stage. It is to be noted
that The General Ad-
ministration of Cus-
toms of Chi na
(GACC) is the regula-
tory body responsible
for setting stringent
standards for food im-
ports, including meat
products.  Being reg-
istered on the GACC
is a significant accom-
plishment.

PRs 28 pc nonfunctional locomotives disrupting
entire operations: official

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Out of total 461, around
28 percent of Diesel-Elec-
tric Locomotives (DEL)
of Pakistan Railways are
non-functional creating
disruption in appropriate
functioning of entire op-
erations of the depart-
ment.

An official of Min-
istry of Pakistan Railway
said on Sunday that Pa-
kistan Railways has 332
locomotives in running
condition out of a total
of 461, while 129 (28 per-
cent) diesel-electric loco-
motives were non-func-
tional. Of 129 locomo-
tives, around 41 were

under normal overhaul-
ing schedules and main-
tenance. The locomo-
tives will be rolled out
after routine schedule
maintenanc e turn by
turn, the official said.

He said that 11 lo-
comotives met with an
ac cident o n various
dates and locations and
fabrication work and
procurement of spares
were under process for
these locomotives. The
official said that around
69 DPU class diesel-elec-
tric locomotives were
held up for repair and
need major modification
while eight locomotives

were temporarily deleted
and under condemna-
tion process due to over-
age.

To a question, he
said that Pakistan Rail-
ways was planning to
procure as many as 25
diesel-electric locomo-
tives for various shunt-
ing points across the
country which would
help to replace outdated
locomotives that were to
be scrapped very soon.

The project for the
procurement and manu-
facturing of 25 shunting
locomotives would be
implemented in three
years at an estimated

cost of Rs. 14 billion, he
added. Currently, he said
that only 51 locomotives
were being operated for
this service against the
98 shunting points at
various railway stations
across the country. Ad-
ditionally, most of the
old locomotives would
be discarded due to high
maintenance costs. He
said the p roject was
aimed at procuring and
manufacturing 25 shunt-
ing diesel-electric loco-
motives of 2000-2200
horsepower HP to re-
place the overage and
uneconomical locomo-
tives.

Gold prices in Pakistan show signs of recov-
ery after recent decline

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Gold prices in Pakistan
show signs of recovery
after recent decline gold
rates in Pakistan. As of
Sunday, the 24-karat
gold price in Pakistan has
risen to Rs195,600 per
tola, bringing hope to in-
vestors and enthusiasts.
Those interested in 22-
karat gold can now ac-
quire it at Rs178,290 per
tola. F or individuals
looking to  purchase
smaller quantities, the
rates are equally attrac-
tive. 10 grams of 24-karat

gold are currently priced
at Rs167,700, while 10
grams of 22-karat gold
can be obtained for
Rs152,862. This upward
trend in gold prices
marks a welcome shift
after a period of continu-
ous decline in value. It's
important to note that
gold rates in Pakistan can
fluctuate multiple times
throughout the day in
response to global mar-
ket trends. These rates
are sourced from reliable
outlets primarily based in
Karachi and Multan.

However, it's worth
mentioning that the offi-
cial gold rates provided
by the All Pakstan Jew-
elers Association have
not been updated since
September 12, 2023. In a
bid to enhance transpar-
ency and promote the
growth of the gold sec-
tor, a 15-member advi-
sory council has been
established, with the fed-
eral Ministry of Indus-
tries issuing a notifica-
tion to this effect. Nota-
bly, senior gold trader
Haji Haroon Chandko

has not been included in
the council, raising eye-
brows in the industry.
For those closely moni-
toring the gold market, it
is advised to stay vigi-
lant as rates continue to
respond to global devel-
opments in the world of
gold. Rest assured, we
remain committed  to
keeping our readers well-
informed and will provide
regular updates on the
gold market in Pakistan.
Stay tuned for the latest
developments in gold
prices.

QUETTA: Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami Party (PkMAP) chairman, Mahmood Khan Achakzai, address-
ing on occasion of 7 Oct tragedy.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Defence Production Lt Gen Anwar Ali Hyder (Retd), Ambassador of
Egypt, Egyptian Defense Attache staff Brigadier Mohamed Saad and others standing in respect of national
anthum of Pakistan and Egypt on the occasion of the Egyptian Armed Forces Day at a local hotel .

HYDERABAD :  Motorcyclists crossing railway track while train approaching on
the same track at Makki Shah railway crossing.

Govt needs to reduce POL prices amid rupee gain,
low global rates: Anjum Nisar

QUETTA: Advocate Qamer un Nisa addressing a press conference.

KARACHI (INP): The
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry’ Business-
men Panel (BMP) has
called on the govern-
ment to make a substan-
tive redcution in petro-
leum products following
a huge cut in the global
oil market by almost $9
per barrel and an im-
mense recovery of the
rupee to ease inflation to
27% in Oct, which has
been hovering at around
31%. Former president
FPCCI and Chairman
Bus ines smen Panel,
Mian Anjum Nisar ob-
served that the Pakistani
rupee appreciated 2.7%
to Rs283/dollar com-
pared with the previous
fortnight’s average of
Rs292/ a dollar. In the
same way, the price of
petrol plummeted  by
15% to $84.3 per barrel
in the international mar-
ket compared with last
fortnight’s average of
$99.3. The international
price of high-speed die-
sel dipped by 10% to
$110.6 per barrel com-
pared with last
fortnight’s average of
$122.3. Quoting a re-
search report, he said
that the price of Arab
Light crude, which Paki-
stan imports from the
Middle East, fell by 9.1%,
or $8.9 per barrel, to
$88.68 by October 5 com-
pared to the average
price of $97.58 for the
September 18-29 period.
Incorporating the drop
alongside rupee appre-

ciation and assuming the
international prices and
currency remain at the
same level for the next 10
days, the local petrol and
diesel prices should go
down by Rs40 per litre
and Rs20 per litre, re-
spectively, in the next
fortnightly price revision
effective from October
16, 2023. Mian Anjum es-
timated that exchange
rate adjustments in the
last fortnightly prices of
petrol and diesel were
Rs 11.9 and  negative
Rs2.8 per litre, respec-
tively. Even assuming
the same currency ad-
justment for motor spirit/
petrol and nil adjustment
for HSD in the upcoming
fortnightly prices, the
MS and HSD prices
should be dropped by
Rs29 and Rs20 per litre,
respectively. Moreover,
Russia has surprisingly
lifted the ban on export
of diesel, which will cre-
ate a supply glut for the
premium product. This
may spark a price war in
the international market
and benefit oil importing
countries like Pakistan.
The caretaker govern-
ment has  already re-
duced petrol price by
Rs8 to Rs323.38 per litre
with effect from October
1, 2023. It cut diesel price
by Rs11 to Rs318.18 per
litre. The BMP Chairman
said that P akis tan
heavily relies  on im-
ported fuels to meet do-
mestic demand. Esti-
mates suggest that it
meets around 70% of en-

ergy needs through im-
ports while the remain-
ing 30% is met through
local field production.
The share of energy, in-
cluding gas, stood at
around 26% ($2.17 bil-
lion) in total imports of
$8.23 billion in the first
two months of current
fiscal year.  Pakistan’s
demand for petroleum
products hit a 44-month
low at 1.06 million tons
in September 2023 in the
wake of a significant
surge in prices over the
past couple of months.

Besides, the avail-
ability of smuggled die-
sel, economic slowdown
and a sharp drop in car
sales also caused the de-
crease in demand. Anjum
Nisar said that the illicit
activities  such as the
black market and smug-
gling of Dollars in key
sectors are draining
Pakistan’s economy of a
staggering $23 billion per
year. These clandestine
operations, encompass-
ing black market cur-
rency trade, oil smug-
gling, gold smuggling,
and  impo rt c ontro ls,
have detrimental effects
on Pakistan’s economic
stability. They distort ex-
change rates, leading to
currency devaluation,
which, in turn, can fuel
inflation as impo rted
goods become costlier.
Moreover, such activi-
ties undermine the effi-
cacy of monetary poli-
cies and erode confi-
dence in the financial
system. In recent years,

Pakistan has experienced
significant fluctuations
in its exchange rates, in-
tensifying its economic
challenges . A robust
crackdown on these il-
licit activities has some-
what stabilized the inter-
bank rate at Rs282.62 per
dollar. He underscored
that a steadfast commit-
ment to eradicating
smuggling in key sec-
tors is  ess ential for
Pakistan’s economic re-
covery. The most impor-
tant part is governance,
if governance is im-
proved, it will lead to an
overall improvement in
financial and economic
environment and bring
stability to our financial
markets and help eco-
no mic and financial
growth of the country.

The BMP Chairman
stressed the need for ad-
vanced  surveillance
techniques  and tech-
nologies to  sec ure
Pakistan’s physical bor-
ders and crossing points.

We have a long bor-
der sharing with Iran and
Afghanistan and then
sea bo rder with gulf
countries. The smug-
gling of physical dollars
and oil must be effec-
tively controlled to pre-
vent the outflow of for-
eign currencies. Accord-
ing to the report, Paki-
stan loses around $150
million per month on ac-
count of dollar smug-
gling, culminating in an
alarming annual figure of
around $2 billion per
year.
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At least 500 killed as Israeli forces continue
to clash with Hamas gunmen

Pakistan faces unpredictable events caused
by climatic condition: Chairman NDMA

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chair-
man National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA),
Lieutenant  General Inam
Haider Malik HI(M) has said
that Pakistan was facing
changing climatic condition and
frequent recurrence of unpre-
dictable and extreme events.

In his message on “Na-
tional Resilience Day”, he said
that we commemorate the oc-
casion with a mission and com-
mitment to advance national
preparedness by improving and
increasing the nation’s resil-
ience to natural and human in-
duced threats.

Lt Gen Imam Haider said
that to meet disasters caused
by climatic challenges, NDMA
was proactively working at re-
ducing the vulnerability to di-
sasters, and also providing cop-
ing mechanisms and frame-
work for effective disaster
management. The disaster
management system in Paki-
stan has traveled a long way
in the recent time with formu-
lation of National Disaster Risk
Reduction Policy and National
Disaster Management Plan but
still we have to go very far by
implementing these polices and
plan in their true letter and
spirit, he added.

He said, “We have also
made considerable progress in
mainstreaming disaster risk re-
duction in development pro-
cesses, which will no doubt
lead to greater national resil-
ience against potential disas-
ters. Our expedition for resil-
ience is consistent and we need
to make our utmost efforts to
realize the ideals.”

The chairman NDMA
said that the Disaster Manage-
ment System in Pakistan was

currently undergoing a trans-
formation, shifting from a re-
active to a proactive approach.
This represents a significant
change in how we collectively
address unexpected crises. In
the past, the primary focus was
on responding to emergencies
after  they had already oc-
curred, often resulting in sub-
stantial loss of life and prop-
erty. However, due to  ad-
vancements in technology and
a deeper understanding of
natural disasters, Pakistan is
now moving towards taking
proactive measures, he main-
tained.

He said, “This transforma-
tion involves the establishment
of a modern National Emer-
gencies Operat ion Cent er
(NEOC) at the National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA). The disaster NEOC
is now capacitated to create
common operating picture en-
abled by multiple satellite
feeds, softwares, Artificial in-
telligence tools that is expected
to strengthen digital risk as-
sessment, early warning sys-
tems, and preparedness strat-
egies.” Imam Haider said that
National Resi lience Day
prompts us to embrace best
practices and implement poli-
cies and strategies aimed at
fortifying our nation's resil-
ience. He said that our policy
initiatives should encompass
various sectors, including the
resilient and safe development
of infrastructure, improved di-
saster preparedness, poverty
alleviation, safer spatial land
use planning, adherence to
building codes, efficient water
resource management, sound
agricultural practices, and in-
creased afforestation nation-

wide, including coastal areas.
He said, “Given our vul-

nerabilities, I urge all federal
and provincial stakeholders to
collaborate closely to reduce
disaster risks, enhance pre-
paredness, and establish swift
response mechanisms through
usage of latest technological
tools. It is of utmost important
that we prioritize the welfare
of vulnerable segments of our
society, including women, chil-
dren, the elderly, and individu-
als with disabilities in all our
endeavors.”

He expressed gratitude
for the invaluable support and
assistance provided by the in-
ternational community, civil so-
ciety, and private philanthropy
in bolstering our national re-
sponse efforts during the re-
cent mega flood disaster. He
also called upon the interna-
tional community to extend
their utmost support to Paki-
stan in mitigating the adverse
impacts of the climate change
phenomenon that it dispropor-
tionately affects.

The chairman NDMA
said, “We have, as a nation, wit-
nessed the relentless force of
nature through earthquakes,
floods, cyclones, and other ca-
lamities. These events have
tested our resolve, but they
have also illuminated the re-
markable spirit of unity, com-
passion, and resilience that de-
fines us as a people. I firmly
believe that, as we have done
in the past, the people of Paki-
stan will continue to show their
generosity by assisting their
fellow citizens struck by disas-
ters through their contributions
and tireless efforts. May Allah
guide and help us in building a
strong and resilient Pakistan.”

JERUSALEM/GAZA/SDEROT
(INP): Israeli forces clashed with
gunmen from the Palestinian
group Hamas on Sunday, 24 hours
after the militants launched a sur-
prise attack on Israel in which
about 500 people were killed in the
deadliest day of violence in Israel
for 50 years.

The biggest incursion into
Israel in decades could undermine
US-backed efforts to forge re-
gional security alignments that
could threaten Palestinian aspira-
tions for statehood and the ambi-
tions of the group's main backer,
Iran. Hamas fighters began their
attack at dawn on Saturday with a
huge barrage of rockets into
southern Israel, giving cover to
an unprecedented, multi-pronged
infiltration of fighters into Israel
from Gaza, a narrow strip that is
home to 2.3 million Palestinians.

On Sund ay, the c onflict
spread, with the Israeli military
reporting that mortar bombs were
fired from Lebanon into northern
Israel. Israeli forces responded
with artillery strikes into Lebanon.

Hamas fighters killed at least
250 Israelis in clashes throughout
Saturday and into Sunday, and
escaped back into Gaza with doz-
ens of hostages. More than 250
Gazans were killed when Israel re-
sponded with one of its most dev-
as tating d ays  of retaliato ry

strikes.
"We will take mighty ven-

geance for this wicked day," Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said on Saturday.

An Israeli military spokesper-
son said operations were going
on in eight areas around Gaza on
Sunday, while Al Hadath TV cited
the Palestinian Red Crescent as
saying 18 people had been killed
in Israeli targeting of two homes
in Gaza's Beit Hanoun district.

Palestinian health officials
said 20 children were among 256
civilians killed. Nearly 1,800 people
were wounded, they said.

The es calation comes
against a backdrop of surging
violence between Israel and Pal-
estinian militants in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank, where a Pal-
estinian authority exercises lim-
ited self-rule, opposed by Hamas
that wants Israel destroyed.

The West Bank has seen
stepped-up Israeli raids, Palestin-
ian street attacks and assaults by
Jewish settlers on Palestinian vil-
lages. Conditions for Palestinians
have worsened  und er
Netanyahu's hard-right govern-
ment. Peacemaking has been
stalled for years.

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh
said the assault that began in Gaza
would spread to the West Bank
and Jerusalem. Gazans have lived

under an Israeli blockade for 16
years.

In a speech, Haniyeh high-
lighted threats to Jerusalem's Al-
Aqsa Mosque, the continuation
of an Israeli the blockade on Gaza
and Israeli normalization with
countries in the region.

"How many times have we
warned you that the Palestinian
people have been living in refu-
gee camps for 75 years, and you
refuse to recognise the rights of
our people?"

Bodies of Israeli civilians sur-
rounded by broken glass were
strewn across the streets of Sderot
in southern Israel near Gaza. The
bodies of a man and woman were
sprawled across the front seats
of a car. Terrified Israelis, barri-
caded into safe rooms, recounted
their plight by phone on live tele-
vision. Senior military officers
were among those killed in fight-
ing near Gaza, the Israeli military
said. Netanyahu's office said his
security cabinet had approved
steps to destroy the military and
governmental cap abilities  of
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, another
militant group, "for many years",
including cutting electricity, fuel
supplies and the entry of goods
into Gaza. In Gaza, black smoke,
orange flashes and sparks lit the
sky from explosions . Israeli
drones could be heard overhead.

ISLAMABAD: Former member Balochistan Assembly and Provincial Minister Sardar Sarfraz Domki
calls on the Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar .

TORKHAM: Afghan refugees living in Pakistan are standing in a queue on pak Afghan Torkham
border with their families, a government decision to expel people illegally staying in the country.
Hundreds of thousands of Afghans living illegally in Pakistan have been given until November 1 to
leave voluntarily or face deportation.

Pakistan and Iran Agree to Enhance Border
Security, Cooperation

News Desk:
In a significant bilateral meeting
held in Mir Java city of Iran, Paki-
stan and Iran came together to
address key issues concerning
border security and cooperation.
The high-level meeting, aimed at

strengthening ties and fostering
greater regional stability, saw
both nations discussing and com-
mitting to a range of important ini-
tiatives: The Pakistan delegation
was headed by Abdul Salam
Achakzai, the Additional Home
Sec retary Baloc histan and
Hussian Ali Hussaini represented
the Iranian side.
1:Countering Terrorism and
Narcotics Smuggling: Pakistan
and Iran vowed to intensify their
joint efforts in countering terror-
ist groups and miscreants operat-
ing along their shared border. The
two nations are determined to
tackle the menace of narcotics
smuggling, which poses a threat
to regional security.
2:Enhancing Border Security:
Both countries agreed to take
stringent measures to combat
border violations, ensuring the
safety and security of their respec-
tive territories.

3:Humanitarian Assistance: Pa-
kistan and Iran demonstrated their
commitment to humanitarian val-
ues by pledging assistance to one
another in the dignified handling
of deceased individuals found at

the border, reflecting their shared
commitment to respect and dig-
nity.
4;Legal Border Crossings: Ef-
forts to facilitate legal border
crossings were discussed, em-
phasizing the importance of ad-
hering to all legal formalities for
the movement of people and
goods between the two nations.
5:Electricity for Rajay/Taftan:
Iran extended a helping hand by
agreeing to provide electricity to
four villages in the Rajay/Taftan
region, contributing to the devel-
opment and well-being of the lo-
cal communities.
6:Border Fencing: Both countries
resolved to expedite the complete
fencing of the border, enhancing
security measures and better man-
aging border areas.
7:Exchange of Prisoners’ Infor-
mation: Pakistan and Iran pledged
to share crucial information re-
garding prisoners, improving

transparency and communication
between their respective prison
systems.
8:Visa Issuance for Ziareen: Iran
committed to facilitating the issu-
ance of visas for Ziareen, acknowl-

edging the religious and cultural
significance of their travel be-
tween the two nations.
9:Crackdown on Oil Smuggling:
Efforts to curb the illegal smug-
gling of oil were discussed, en-
suring that the black market for
such commodities is effectively
tackled.
10:Functionalization of Border
Markets: Both countries ex-
pressed their commitment to the
functionalization of border mar-
kets, promoting trade and eco-
nomic cooperation for the mutual
benefit of their citizens.

The meeting concluded on a
positive note, with both Pakistan
and Iran reaffirming their dedica-
tion to strengthening bilateral ties
and regional stability. These col-
laborative efforts are poised to
bring about positive change in the
shared border region, fostering
greater security and prosperity for
the people of both nations.

ISLAMABAD: Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi handed over the  Command scroll of Pakistan
Navy to Admiral Naveed Ashraf during Change of Command  in an impressive ceremony at PNS
ZAFAR Islamabad.

UN Agencies Appeal to Pakistan for Protec-
tion of Vulnerable Afghan Refugees

Press Release:
Bangkok, October 7, 2023 – In a
joint appeal, the International Or-
ganization for Migration (IOM)
and the United Nations  High
Commiss ioner fo r Refugees
(UNHCR) have called on Pakistan
to maintain its protection of vul-
nerable Afghan refugees amidst
growing concerns over plans to
repatriate Afghan nationals to their
home country.

Humanitarian Crisis
Unfolding:

Afghanistan continues to
grapple with a severe humanitar-
ian crisis marked by numerous
human rights challenges, particu-
larly affecting women and girls.
Against this backdrop, the an-
nounced plans of Pakistan to re-
patriate Afghan nationals have
raised alarm bells, given the po-
tential serious protection risks
upon their return.

Acknowledging Sov-
ereign Prerogative:

IOM and UNHCR recognize
Pakistan’s sovereign prerogative
over domestic policies and its re-
sponsibility to manage popula-
tions within its territory while en-
suring public safety and security.

Offer of Support:
Building on the ir

longstanding and robust collabo-
ration with the Government of Pa-
kistan, IOM and UNHCR stand

ready to provide support in creat-
ing a comprehensive and sustain-
able mechanism for the registra-
tion and management of Afghan
nationals, including those in need
of international protection.

Gratitude for
Hospitality:

Both agencies express their
deep appreciation for Pakistan’s
generous hospitality extended to
Afghan nationals over four de-
cades, even in the face of numer-
ous challenges. They emphasize
the critical importance of all re-
turns being voluntary, safe, and
dignified, without any undue pres-
sure, to safeguard the rights and
safety of those seeking refuge.
Forced repatriation raises the
specter of severe human rights
violations, including the separa-

tion of families and the deporta-
tion of minors.

Global Appeal:
IOM and UNHCR reiterate

their call to all nations to suspend
forcible returns of Afghan nation-
als and to ensure that any poten-
tial returns to Afghanistan occur
in a manner that is safe, dignified,
and voluntary. This appeal under-
sc ores  the  international
community’s commitment to pre-
serving the rights and welfare of
Afghan refugees during these tu-
multuous times.

As the crisis in Afghanistan
unfolds, IOM and UNHCR remain
steadfast in their mission to pro-
tect and support those in need,
with the hope that nations world-
wide will unite to provide safe
havens and lasting solutions for
vulnerable Afghan populations.


