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Army Chief’s Warning: Corruption Poses a Greater
Threat than Terrorism, Says Jan Achakzai

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Balochistan Caretaker Information
Minister, Jan Achakzai on Wednesday said
Chief of Army Staff (COAS), General Syed
Asim Munir has termed corruption as a greater
threat than terrorism.  “Corruption is embed-
ded in our DNA”, Jan Achakzai told a news
conference at the Quetta Press Club while
quoting the words of the COAS, General Syed
Asim Munir. Caretaker Balochistan Home Min-
ister, Captain (R) Zubair Jamali, and the Pro-
vincial Minister of Agriculture, Sardar Asif
Dumar were also present on the occasion.

Govt committed to eradicat-
ing the curse of corruption

In yesterday’s meeting of the apex com-
mittee, the commitment of the caretaker gov-
ernment and above all the army chief to end
corruption has been revealed, Mr. Achakzai said
while quoting details of the meeting.

“The corrupt elements will not find a place
to hide”, the Balochistan Caretaker Informa-
tion Minister stated.

Balochistan to be an ex-
emplary province

The entire government is standing like a
leaden wall with this commitment of the Army
Chief Balochistan will be made an exemplary

he said referring to the formation of technical
training centers across the country. “There are
44000 training centers, which are not function-
ing as per the growing demand of labor market
in the country”, he revealed.

A Serving General of Pak
Army Leading The Initiative

All centers would be revamped and the
trained force would be internationally certified
so that they can take advantage of the skill
demand in the Middle Eastern countries. A serv-
ing General of the Pakistan Army is leading
this initiative, Mr. Achakzai informed.

Prime Minister Kakar or-
dered an inquiry into the

federal government’s fund-
ing of the last 10 years

Prime Minister Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar, the
caretaker government has decided to conduct
a massive inquiry into past corruption cases and
looting and create a blueprint for the next gov-
ernment.

Prime Minister Anwarul Haq Kakar has
presented the problems of Balochistan and their
solutions in an effective way, the Information
Minister concluded.

province free from corruption, he mentioned.
The Information Minister stated that Army Chief General Syed Asim Munir said that cor-

ruption has entered our DNA and it is more dangerous than terrorism.

44000 training centers be revamped
A coordinated program is being set up to meet the demand of professionals in the market,

Growers Hit the Streets Over QESCO Power Outages and Hefty Bills
Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: The agricultural community in
Balochistan has voiced its frustration against
prolonged power outages and burdensome bills
in a recent protest. Led by the Balochistan
Zamindar Action Committee (BZAC), grow-
ers and consumers alike took to the streets of
Quetta to demand a resolution to their energy-
related woes.

Fed up with QESCO:
Shahwani

Malik Naseer Ahmed Shahwani, a central
leader of the BZAC and former lawmaker in
the Balochistan Assembly, asserted, “Power
outages have resulted in billions of rupees in
damages to growers.” He cited the inefficiency
of the Quetta Electric Supply Company
(QESCO) as the primary cause of the ongoing
issues. Growers and domestic consumers are
grappling with up to 22 hours of load shedding,
adversely affecting their livelihoods.

Growers block the main Gov-
ernor House’s Chowk

In a bid to pressure the power supply au-
thority, BZAC members blocked the main thor-
oughfare leading to the Governor’s House and

Chief Minister’s Secretariat. Their objective is
clear: to ensure the provision of uninterrupted
and consistent power supply for the region’s
agricultural community.

“We demand a reliable power
supply for growers.”

Mr. Shahwani stated, “We demand a reli-
able power supply for growers.” He didn’t
mince words when criticizing both QESCO and
the federal government for allegedly contribut-
ing to the damages faced by the growers.

Outstandings of Rs.419 bs against
growers: QESCO Chief

Engaging with the concerns raised by the
protesters, QESCO Chief Engineer Kareem
Jamali disclosed that there is an outstanding
amount of Rs. 419 billion owed by growers.
He emphasized that settling these outstanding
bills should precede discussions about improv-
ing power supply. As the agricultural commu-
nity continues to voice its grievances, the gov-
ernment and power supply authorities face
mounting pressure to address the issues that
have disrupted the lives and livelihoods of grow-
ers in Balochistan.

Rupee gains continue as dollar dips below Rs280 in interbank
NEWS DESK: The rupee continued its gains on
Wednesday, improving by another one rupee or 0.36
per cent against the greenback in the interbank mar-
ket, according to the daily data released by the State
Bank of Pakistan. The dollar was being traded at
Rs279.51 in the interbank at the time of the closing.

It closed at Rs280.51 yesterday.
The greenback also dipped by Rs1 in the open

market at 12pm, falling below Rs280 for the first time
since July. The development comes amid a strict
crackdown on the currency market to stem outflows
of foreign currency.

‘Strict compliance with
local laws’

Topline Securities chief executive Mohammed
Sohail stated that the “record monthly gain” hap-
pened only due to “strict compliance with local laws

which were not being followed by smugglers, cur-
rency investors, etc”. “Will this sustain? Depends
on Pakistan’s IMF’s [International Monetary Fund]
loan review due in November and how Pakistan is
able to increase their low foreign exchange re-
serves,” he said. According to Tresmark’s Head of
Strategy Komal Mansoor, the price of Rs285 to a
dollar was a “sound fundamental level as the real
enemy of businesses is volatility”. She stated that
below this rate, exporters would have a tough time
keeping their margins intact as the price for Paki-
stani goods increases as the currency strengthens.
She also stated that importers would have to suffer
“substantial inventory losses” given that they
would have purchased goods at a higher exchange
rate. Komal added that Pakistan would need the
IMF to look away from the REER-based [real effec-
tive exchange rate] valuation as the estimated value
is at 102 with yesterday’s closing. The indicator,
with its index value of 100, measures the value of a
currency in relation to its major trading partners.

REER valued above 100 implies that the currency is
overvalued and needs to depreciate to come back
to the standard 100 and the continuing downward
trend of the rupee against the dollar could make
IMF uncomfortable.

ECP Directs CS of Balochistan to Reshuffle
Secretaries Excluded from Reshuffling

Mir Salam Jogezai:
QUETTA: In a recent development, the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has issued
a directive to the Chief Secretary of
Balochistan, Shakeel Qadir, to initiate the re-
shuffling of provincial secretaries who were
previously excluded from the recent bureau-
cratic reshuffling. This directive was delivered
during a meeting between the ECP and CS
Balochistan, which took place on Wednesday
in Islamabad.

Shakeel Qadir Khan meets
ECP officials

The meeting between Shakeel Qadir Khan,
the Chief Secretary of Balochistan, and ECP
officials revolved around the crucial matter of
transfers and postings within the province. The
ECP’s primary objective is to ensure the trans-
parency and fairness of the electoral process
in the country.

Transfer secretaries: ECP

As part of this commitment, the ECP has
instructed the Chief Secretary to undertake the
reshuffling of provincial secretaries who had
remained unaffected by the reshuffling process
that occurred after the formation of the care-
taker government on August 18th in
Balochistan.

Key provincial secretaries
were exempted from transfer

This directive follows a significant reshuf-
fling of the bureaucratic structure in
Balochistan, which was orchestrated under the
guidance of the ECP. Notably, certain key pro-
vincial secretaries were exempted from the
initial wave of transfers and postings.

The ECP has taken note of this and is now
urging their inclusion in the reshuffling process
to uphold the principles of transparency and
fairness in the lead-up to the upcoming elec-
tions.
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The real horror show
By Rafia Zakaria:

Israel’s new war
By Zahid Hussain:

Migration crisis
By Arif Azad:

Distant echoes
By Mahir Ali:

THE sequel to the
movie The Exorcist was
finally released in the-
atres in the US last week.
Some 50 years after the
original was released, the
movie seeks to scare
moviegoers in the same
way that the last one did.
In America, the release
has been timed with Hal-
loween which is sup-
posed to be the season
for everything ghostly
and spooky including
possession.

Those were the
days it seems. In the
1970s, people looked to
horror movies to get a
scare and The Exorcist
fulfilled the need — un-
like other horror movies
which often rely on zom-
bies and monsters and
may be seen as implau-
sible. In most of them
you can get immersed in
the logic of the movie
and be terrified by the
marauding zombies in a
fake village at the edge
of a cornfield but you
know it is all made up.

The old Exorcist
was very clever. Instead
of relying on monsters
and zombies, it zeroed in
on a grey area in our ra-
tional knowledge. Many
people, across all faiths,
have some concept of
being ‘possessed’, hav-

ing some demonic entity
that somehow takes hold
of an otherwise normal
person and makes them
evil too. This contrast
was highlighted in the
older Exorcist where the
victim was an innocent
young girl. Her transfor-
mation, brilliantly pro-
duced, would scare even
the most stoic souls.

The new version is
called Exorcist: The Be-
liever and is set along the
same lines. It is meant to
be twice as scary with
not one but two young
girls that get possessed.
It has all the ingredients
that made the last one so
scary that even my
mother admitted to be-
ing terrified and being
afraid to sleep the night
after she had seen it.

This Exorcist, how-
ever, is being released in
a very different world. In
the past decade, human
beings who own a cell
phone or similar device
have been witness to
every manner of real pain
and suffering because
all pain and suffering is
now captured on camera
and roams around the
world like a virus.

This means that we
are almost constantly
immersed in images that
in our current moment of
war and natural disaster

feel as dystopian and
manufactured as any
horror movie. As I write
this, the Israeli military is
raining bombs on the
people of Gaza with the
literal intention of wiping
them out. And of course,
unlike previous cruelties
that had to be imagined,
we see exactly how ut-
terly horrific it is to have
bombs destroy every
piece of your home, your
neighbourhood and your
life. War is not the only
producer of mass car-
nage, Pakistan itself has
entered a bizarre moment.
If we are not getting bat-
tered by some climate-
related disaster such as
last year’s catastrophic
floods, there are the dep-
redations of inflation.

The cost of just
about anything has
doubled and tripled and
people who could buy a
couple of kilograms of,
say, tomatoes or pota-
toes can now afford to
just purchase one or two.
Millions of children are
sleeping unfed and mil-
lions of families are afraid
of losing the roof they
have over their head be-
cause some of the high-
est increases caused by
wild inflation is perhaps
in the cost of housing.

In this reality, where
the bizarre is being

normalised every single
day, the scary may not
be so scary after all. It is
not surprising that the
consensus on the new
movie in which two little
girls get possessed and
are transformed into evil
demons that hiss and
walk into churches with
bloody clothes are terri-
fying but not to the ex-
tent that one feels too
scared to sleep at night.
That is not to say that
sleep isn’t elusive in our
troubled times; it is just
that our reality  is a
greater horror than some-
thing the most creative
movie producer could
ever invent. Then there
is the issue of demonic
possession itself. Many
people in Pakistan be-
lieve in it and stories
about possible posses-
sion are always circulat-
ing on the gossip circuit.
‘Spiritual doctors’ still do
brisk business and cases
continue of ‘holy’ men
demanding money from
the poor to ‘treat’ their
‘possessed’ children.

One hopes that in-
creased knowledge of
mental illness such as
schizophrenia would
have lessened some of
this. For some clarity, I
ended up speaking to a
psychiatrist Dr Yusuf
Zakaria in the UK who

said that every single
case of alleged ‘posses-
sion’ that he has ever
seen in his practice has
actually been a schizo-
phrenic.

The horror movie
genre is alive and well,
and people are not com-
pletely fed up of getting
scared. At the same time,
human interaction with
visual media is undoubt-
edly changing, given the
alarming rate at which we
regularly consume ex-
tremely distressing im-
ages that are very real.
When reality provides
such a constant diet of
the horrific, movies sim-
ply cannot shake us to
the extent that they once
did. The best horror show
is no longer on the silver
screen but on the small
screens that go every-
where with us. It is im-
possible not to wonder if
there has ever been an
age where being alive
has meant being witness
to a barrage of horrors,
even when living in
places far away from the
actual events. For those
who are interested in still
more, the sequel to The
Exorcist is out there
chockful of made-up hor-
rors, two possessed
girls, priests trying to ex-
orcise the demons and so
on.

LIVING under the
worst kind of repression
for more than half a cen-
tury, the Palestinians of
the occupied Gaza Strip,
described as the world’s
‘largest open-air prison’,
struck back against their
subjugator last week,
with a ferocity that has
shaken the Zionist state.

They took the battle
inside Israel, inflicting
the worst kind of humili-
ation on the most pow-
erful military force in the
region. More people died
in Israel in a single day
than in any other conflict
since it became a state.
Inevitably, the retaliation
has been extremely bru-
tal. The Gaza Strip, home
to a Palestinian popula-
tion of some 2.2 million,
has witnessed many
bombings by the Israeli
occupation forces but
never like the one being
witnessed now.

The Israelis are de-
liberately killing the civil-
ian population including
children. Hundreds of
thousands of people
have been forced to
leave their homes. There
is a complete blockade of
the area which has been
sealed off, with no food,
fuel or other supplies
getting in. The siege that
intends to starve the en-
tire population is clearly
a war crime.

It is unprecedented
for the occupiers to de-
clare a war against the
subjugated population.
But despite their mas-
sive use of force, the re-
sistance has not been
defeated. Palestinian
fighters are still battling
inside Israeli territory.

There is no sign of
the war ending soon; in
fact, there is a danger of
its  spreading to the
West Bank that already
has a massive presence
of Israeli forces. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has threat-
ened the Israeli response
will change the Middle
East. Indeed, the ongo-
ing war is already chang-
ing regional geopolitics.
Not surprisingly, the US
and other Western coun-
tries have backed Israel’s
brutal actions. The con-
flict has once again ex-
posed Western hypoc-
risy.

While condemning
Hamas for killing civil-
ians and taking women
and children hostage,
the Western world has
approved the Israeli
bombardment of Gaza
that has killed a large
number of women and
children on the pretext of
‘Israel’s righ t to  de-
fence’.

For the so-called
civilised world, the op-
pressed do not even

have the right to resist the
colonisation of their land
and fight for their free-
dom.

Last week’s stun-
ning assault led by
Hamas may have come
as a surprise to Israel and
its Western allies but its
roots lie in the long oc-
cupation of Palestinian
land and the ongoing
atrocities carried out by
the Israeli forces. There
has been a constant ex-
pansion of Israeli settle-
ments, displacing the
Palestinian population.

Gaza has borne the
brunt of Israeli atrocities
over the past five de-
cades. The situation has
become intolerable.
Among the world’s most
densely populated areas,
Gaza has been described
by the current UN secre-
tary general as a “hell on
earth”. It has been in a
constant state of block-
ade, making the territory
a picture of humanitarian
crises. Over half the
people of Gaza live in ut-
ter poverty. A large per-
centage of the children
don’t make it past their
fifth birthday. Children
have been major victims
of the constant Israeli
bombardment and block-
ade. Hundreds of Pales-
tinian children have died
over the past several
years in Israel’s repeated
bombing campaigns on

Gaza.
Israel’s latest aerial

strikes have turned a
large part of the territory
into rubble. The situa-
tion in other occupied
Palestinian territories is
not very different. The
eviction of Palestinians
from their homes is a
regular phenomenon.
Now the hapless popu-
lation of Gaza is bracing
for a ground invasion by
Israel.

All these miseries
of a long-colonised
people have not shaken
the conscience of the
West, which never stops
lecturing us on human
rights. It looks away from
Israel’s apartheid poli-
cies. Israel’s use of brute
military force and the
West’s backing for it may
kill many more Palestin-
ians but will not crush
the force of the resis-
tance. Israel’s declara-
tion of war on Gaza will
have far-reaching impli-
cations for the Middle
East and beyond. The
most significant fallout
of the war is the derail-
ment of the US effort for
rapprochement between
Israel and Saudi Arabia.

The process initi-
ated by US President Joe
Biden has made signifi-
cant progress with the
first-ever visit of an Is-
raeli minister to Saudi
Arabia last month.

ISRAEL prides itself,
not unreasonably, on its
intelligence-gathering
capabilities. This applies
internationally, with Is-
raeli apps offering the
go-to spying software to
a range of reprehensible
regimes. But within Is-
rael and the Palestinian
territories it occupies, it’s
on a different scale.

The sweeping up of
electronic data is sup-
posedly supplemented
by informers in every
Palestinian organisation.
Further, as former UN
weapons inspector Scott
Ritter puts it, “Gaza is the
most photographed
placed on the planet,
and between satellite
imagery, drones and
CCTV, every square
metre of Gaza is esti-
mated to be imaged ev-
ery 10 minutes.”

How Shin Bet and
the various military intel-
ligence agencies were
apparently clueless in
advance about last
Saturday’s events may
perhaps be explained by
the Israeli inquiries that
inevitably lie ahead.
Ritter blames it on an
overreliance on AI to sift
through massive data
troves, and suggests
that Palestinian tech
warriors worked out how

to fool Israeli algorithms.
If true, that exposes

the inadequacies of
state-of-the-art surveil-
lance technology. It has
also been reported,
though, that Egyptian
warnings about Hamas
planning “something
big” went unheeded, re-
flecting a parallel with the
Yom Kippur war when,
50 years earlier, a joint
Egyptian-Syrian attack
took Israel by surprise.
Back in 1973, the infor-
mation suggesting some-
thing was in the offing
was disregarded be-
cause, surely, ‘they
wouldn’t dare’.

Israel shortly  re-
gained the upper hand
with US help, but that
war shifted the dynam-
ics in the Middle East. So
will the current conflict,
even though this time
the surprise blow to
Israel’s arrogance comes
not from the largest Arab
army, but from a rela-
tively small militant
group that controls a
festering wound called
the Gaza Strip.

But there’s another
imperfect parallel to be
drawn from 80 years ago,
when the surviving in-
mates of what was then
the world’s largest
prison — superseded
only by Gaza more than

60 years later — decided
to resist the odds. The
Warsaw Ghetto had been
set up in late 1940 by the
Nazi occupiers to incar-
cerate the Polish capital’s
Jewish population. It
was essentially a way
station to Treblinka or
other death camps where
the hellish process of
industrialised mass
slaugh ter was being
honed. The fewer than
60,000 Jews who re-
mained in the ghetto by
early 1943 resolved they
would not take any fur-
ther depredations. De-
spite being infiltrated by
informers, they mapped
out their response,
mostly with improvised
weapons, and when the
Nazis came for them in
April, they fought back
almost for a month, the
last of them dying when
the Germans burned the
area down. Jürgen
Stroop, the SS com-
mander in charge of the
extermination, was later
hanged. What’s striking
is the similarity between
the language he used for
the Jews, and the words
Benjamin Netanyahu
and his colleagues are
deploying in describing
Gaza’s imminent fate,
with the prime minister
talking about reducing
the enclave to rubble.

MIGRATION has
been in the media and
policy spotlight lately.
Several international mi-
gration-related develop-
ments have refocused at-
tention on migration and
asylum issues. Recently,
the small Italian town of
Lampedusa received a
sudden surge of new mi-
grants. The surge,
though small, was por-
trayed as gigantic as it
exceeded the size of the
local population which
had been tiny anyway.

In the US, refugees
are streaming into the
state of Texas, which has
chosen to bus them on-
ward to bigger cities such
as New York. In the UK,
reducing the number of
asylum seekers crossing
the English Channel is
one of the five policy
ambitions of Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak. This
has given the hard-line
home secretary, Suella
Braverman, carte blanche
to employ whatever
means necessary to stop
boats carrying migrants.
Here in Pakistan, we have
seen new arrivals from
Afghanistan after the
Taliban’s takeover of
Kabul.

The Lampedusa mi-
gration crisis occasioned
an emergency visit from
EU President Ursula von
der Leyen to the island

town. While pledging
extra help, she asserted
it was the EU that would
ultimately determine who
could come into Europe.
Her fleeting visit aimed
at shoring up the strug-
gling right-wing govern-
ment was followed by an
EU justice and home
ministers’ conclave on
the new migration crisis.
There remain differences
over how to tackle the
crisis and chart a lasting
way forward. The differ-
ences centre on the Ital-
ian objection to German-
funded support to res-
cue operations at sea.
The Italian proposal to
do away with certain le-
gal protection in asylum
detention centres in a
crisis is also a stumbling
block.

Earlier, EU govern-
ments had agreed on the
principle of ‘mandatory
solidarity’, requiring
member states located
beyond the front-line
states of Italy and
Greece to accept 30,000
migrants a year. In case
of a country not accept-
ing the allotted number
of refugees and asylum-
seekers, that country
would pay 20,000 euros
per migrant to an EU-
wide fund to boost the
money available to the
front-line states dealing
with the growing number
of new arrivals. The US

has further extended
protections to Venezu-
elan migrants already liv-
ing in the country.

In a related develop-
ment, Ms Braverman
chose the venue of a
Washington think tank
to lay out her vision for
a most reactionary immi-
gration policy. She called
for a new definition of
‘refugee’ to be fash-
ioned, besides the up-
dating of the Geneva
Convention. In the same
anti-migrant vein, she
railed against
multiculturalism and in-
adequate integration of
incoming migrants. In
recent times, she has
also singled out the role
of the European conven-
tion on and court of hu-
man rights in frustrating
her plans to deport all
asylum-seekers to
Rwanda. Her speech at-
tracted widespread criti-
cism from the UN refu-
gee agency, politicians
and civil society in the
UK, with UNHCR reject-
ing her calls for reform-
ing the Geneva refugee
convention and pointing
out that rather than up-
dating it, its provisions
must be implemented
and adhered to by all
signatory countries.

Many commenta-
tors linked her pro-
nouncements on immi-
gration to her domestic

agenda of seeking the
leadership of the Conser-
vative Party. (Braverman
has been very popular
with the extreme right
wing of the party for her
hard-line views on mi-
gration and asylum.) The
British prime minister has
d e f e n d e d
multiculturalism in an
apparent rebuff to his
own home secretary.

Meanwhile, Paki-
stan has received suc-
cessive waves of refu-
gees from neighbouring
Afghanistan since the
1970s. Yet due to
Pakistan’s not signing
the Geneva Convention
on the status of refu-
gees, the country’s refu-
gee and asylum policies
have not been framed.
Despite its long engage-
ment with Afghan refu-
gees, Pakistan has lived
in denial insofar as the
historical presence of
Afghan refugees is con-
cerned, and now wants
them to leave the coun-
try. Two contradictory
impulses are at work. On
the one hand, the Af-
ghan refugees have been
given a final date by
which to leave the coun-
try. On the other, in a
landmark judgement of
the Islamabad High
Court, the judiciary has
ruled that Pakistan
recognises the right to
asylum.

NHA fails to reconstruct Pinjra
bridge in Bolan valley

Editorial:
Much has been said and written about the historic Pinjra Bridge lo-
cated in the rugged mountains of the Bolan Valley. The valley links
Quetta and most parts of Balochistan with Sindh and Punjab provinces.

Last year, flash floods unleashed by torrential rains swept away
parts of the bridge, causing the suspension of traffic between Balochistan
and other parts of the country. For more than a year, the National High-
way Authority (NHA) is yet to reconstruct the bridge located in the
heart of the mountainous Bolan Valley. Now a fresh wave of heavy
rainfall also swept away the remaining part of the bridge, which caused
the suspension of traffic.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif took notice of the non-construction
and the Chairman NHA rushed towards the spot last year and assured
the reconstruction. Nevertheless, the bridge is yet to be constructed
despite repeated assurances.

Hundreds of stranded trucks loaded with food items can always be seen
Thousands of vehicles pass through the bridge on a daily basis.

Since Balochistan is dependent on Sindh and Punjab for food supplies
and other commodities. Therefore, hundreds of trucks loaded with food
items stranded in the Bolan Valley can always be seen.

The weak district administration merely deploy a bulldozer to make
a temporary way for the stranded trucks and other small vehicles to
cross the bridge. However, floods and torrential rains always wash
away temporary mud stones roads.

NHA must ensure its immediate reconstruction
This situation has compounded the problems of the people of

Balochistan in general and the passengers traveling on this important
highway in particular. The province covers half of the country in terms
of area and the NHA has been, in charge of all highways. It is the core
responsibility of the NHA to break its criminal silence and ensure im-
mediate reconstruction of the bridge to bring an end to the miseries of
people.

Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees Face De-
forestation Threat

Summan Ismail:

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest, nestled in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
territory, stands as a
testament to nature’s
splendor and history’s
embrace. This ancient
forest is renowned for
its towering, thousand-
year-old Juniper trees,
which rank among the
world’s oldest and tall-
est. This article ex-
plores the profound
significance of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
its historical roots, eco-
logical importance,
and the pressing need
for conservation ef-
forts.
A Glimpse into

History
The story of the

Ziarat Juniper Forest is
a journey through
time. Once inhabited
by nomadic tribes,
these Juniper trees
served as versatile re-
sources. They pro-
vided fuel, construc-
tion materials, and me-

dicinal remedies, in-
graining themselves in
the local culture. Over
generations, the forest
became a cherished
asset, safeguarded by
tribal elders.
A Global Eco-
logical Gem

In recent years,
the Ziarat Juniper For-
est has garnered inter-
national recognition for
its unique and vital eco-
system. It is an integral
part of the region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species.
Furthermore, the Juni-
per trees themselves
offer a rich source of
genetic information,
fueling discoveries in
ecology and herbal sci-
ence.
The Dark Side

of Progress
While the past de-

cade has brought com-
fort and progress to the
region, it has come at
a steep price. One in-
dustry that has thrived

at the expense of the
forest is the furniture
sector, leading to ex-
tensive deforestation.
These ancient wood-
lands, found mostly at
altitudes above 2000
meters, are under se-
vere threat. The
Ziarat region, home to
approximately 5000-
year-old Juniperus spe-
cies, faces rampant
deforestation due to
domestic fuel con-
sumption, agricultural
expansion, construc-
tion, medicinal use,
and furniture produc-
tion.

Alarming
Trends: A

Deforestation
Study

A recent report
titled “Observing Car-
bon Stock and Land-
Use Change in 5000-
Year-Old Juniper
Woods Stand of
Ziarat, Balochistan,
through a Synergistic
Methodology” con-
ducted a comprehen-

sive analysis of the
forest. The study re-
vealed a substantial
reduction in the
Juniperus tree popula-
tion from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hect-
ares between 1988
and 2018, alongside a
decline in agricultural
land in the same pe-
riod. This academic
publication also noted
a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
primarily due to defor-
estation.

Protecting
Wildlife and
Promoting
Sustainable

Tourism
Conservation ef-

forts are underway to
protect the diverse
wildlife within the
Ziarat Juniper Forest.
Endangered species
such as the Asiatic
Mountain Bear, Snow
Leopard, and Markhor
call this forest home,
and preserving their
habitat is paramount.

Simultaneously, initia-
tives aim to promote
sustainable tourism,
allowing visitors from
around the world to
appreciate the forest’s
natural beauty and
ecological signifi-
cance.

The Call to
Action

The allure of the
valuable Juniper wood
has led to its exploita-
tion, with reports even
implicating authorities
in the illegal trade. To
secure the future of
this ancient forest, im-
mediate action is es-
sential. It is imperative
that we collectively
embrace sustainable
practices, raise
awareness, and curb
deforestation. Only by
doing so can we en-
sure the preservation
of this unique species
and its vital role in our
natural world. To-
gether, we must act
responsibly to safe-
guard the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest for genera-
tions to come.
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Another 6.3 magnitude quake hits
western Afghanistan

Chinese University organises workshop on
textile management in Pakistan

Punjab local fund audit director accused of
Rs400m corruption, evades action

MoU signed to electrify New Gwadar
International Airport

LAHORE (INP):
Punjab local fund au-
dit director accused of
Rs400m corruption,
evades action Punjab
civil secretariat

The director of the
Local Fund Audit De-
partment has been ac-
cused of amassing a
staggering Rs400 mil-
lion through corruption
and malpractices in-
volving the scrutiny of
funds and accounts of
the local fund as well
as local government
departments.

According to a
confidential report,
Amir Saeed, a Grade
17 officer but working
in Grade 20 – by the
approval of the author-
ity concerned -- as the
director of the Punjab
Local Fund Audit De-

partment, is alleged to
have received kick-
backs from the funds
and accounts of the
two departments in the
guise of auditing vari-
ous local government
departments during his
appointment from
2019 to 2022.

The report sug-
gests that Saeed ex-
ploited his position and
authority to extract il-
licit gains from offi-
cials through a range
of deceptive means,
including recommen-
dations of officials for
training programs, pen-
sion disbursements,
transfers, postings, and
record-checking pro-
cedures.

What is even
more alarming is that
there are numerous

complaints filed
against Saeed, accus-
ing him of corruption
and unethical prac-
tices. These com-
plaints have been
lodged with several
authorities, including
the Prime Minister's
Complaint Cell, the
Anti-Corruption Es-
tablishment, Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA), National Ac-
countability Bureau
(NAB), and various
other forums.

Despite the alle-
gations and the evi-
dence presented, no
substantive action has
been taken against him
thus far. However, the
director general of the
Punjab Anti-Corrup-
tion Establishment had
ordered an inquiry into

the allegations in 2022.
But, that also did not
yield any results, and
Saeed has ended up
evading accountability.

Currently, Amir
Saeed serves as an
auditor at Arfa Karim
University, but his
grade has been re-
vised from 20 to 17.

When questioned
about this demotion,
Amir Saeed claimed it
was the result of a
transfer initiated by his
immediate supervisor,
Finance Secretary
Mujahid Sherdil.

He further ex-
pressed contentment
with his current Grade-
17 position, stating
with a broad smile on
his face, "I was happy
in Grade 20, and I am
happy in Grade-17."

KABUL (INP): A
magnitude 6.3 earth-
quake struck western
Afghanistan on
Wednesday, hitting an
area where more than
2,000 people were
killed after a series of
similar tremors on the
weekend.

The quake oc-
curred at a shallow
depth at around
5:10am local time
(12:40am GMT), with
its epicentre about 29
kilometres north of the
city of Herat, the
United States Geologi-
cal Survey said.

Volunteers and
rescuers have been
working since Satur-
day in what are now
last-ditch attempts to
find survivors from the
earlier series of earth-
quakes, which levelled
entire villages and af-
fected more than
12,000 people, accord-
ing to UN estimates.

Local and national
officials have given
conflicting counts of
the number of dead
and injured from the
previous earthquakes,
but the disaster minis-

try has said 2,053
people died.

“We can’t give
exact numbers for
dead and wounded as
it is in flux,” said disas-
ter management min-
istry spokesman
Mullah Janan Sayeq.

There were no
immediate reports of
new casualties after
Wednesday’s quake,
which hit near Herat
city, home to more than
half a million people.

There were no
early details on casu-
alties caused by the
latest quake, disaster
management spokes-
man Janan Sayeeq told
reporters.

The office of
Herat’s governor said
in a statement that
some districts adjoin-
ing areas that had been
completely flattened
by earlier quakes had
suffered “huge
losses”.

“Mobile medical
teams and officials
have been working to-
gether and have trans-
ferred several injured
people to hospital,” the
governor’s office said.

The earlier earth-
quakes completely de-
stroyed at least 11 vil-
lages in Herat
province’s Zenda Jan
district, according to
the UN.

“Not a single
house is left, not even
a room where we
could stay at night,”
said 40-year-old
Mohammad Naeem,
who told media he lost
12 relatives, including
his mother, after
Saturday’s earth-
quakes.

“We can’t live
here anymore. You
can see, our family got
martyred here. How
could we live here?”

Local media re-
ported that many
Herat residents had
been spending their
nights living in tents in
the open air due to a
fear of aftershocks
following the weekend
tremors.

Providing shelter
on a large scale will be
a challenge for
Afghanistan’s Taliban
authorities, who seized
power in August 2021,
and have fractious re-

lations with interna-
tional aid
organisations.

Afghanistan is fre-
quently hit by deadly
earthquakes, but the
weekend disaster was
the worst to strike the
war-ravaged country
in more than 25 years.

Most homes in ru-
ral Afghanistan are
made of mud and built
around wooden sup-
port poles, with little in
the way of steel or
concrete reinforce-
ment. Multi-genera-
tional extended fami-
lies generally live un-
der the same roof,
meaning serious
earthquakes can dev-
astate communities.

Afghanistan is al-
ready suffering a dire
humanitarian crisis,
with the widespread
withdrawal of foreign
aid following the
Taliban’s return to
power. Herat prov-
ince, on the border
with Iran, is home to
around 1.9 million
people, and its rural
communities have
been suffering from a
years-long drought.

China, Pakistan deepening all-round coop-
eration: White Paper

BEIJING (INP): Over
the past decade, BRI
cooperation has deliv-
ered real gains to par-
ticipating countries,
said a white paper re-
leased by China's State
Council Information
Office, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Wednesday.

“It has been wel-
comed by the interna-
tional community both
as a public good and a
cooperation platform,
and has achieved solid
results,”  the paper
noted.

The white paper,
titled "The Belt and
Road Initiative: A Key
Pillar of the Global
Community of Shared
Future", presented the
achievements of the
BRI during the past 10

years to give the inter-
national community a
better understanding of
the value of the initia-
tive,  facilitate high-
quality cooperation un-
der it, and ultimately
deliver benefits to more
countries and peoples.

In it China-Paki-
stan cooperation in dif-
ferent sectors over the
past decade are pre-
sented,  including
projects that facilitate
policy coordination, in-
frastructure construc-
tion, trade, financial in-
tegration, the improv-
ing of people’s lives,
and so on.

As per the white
paper, the construction
of economic corridors
and international routes
is making substantial
progress. Take Paki-

stan as an example.
“Major projects

along the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corri-
dor are under way. The
P e sha wa r - Ka r a c h i
Motorway (Sukkur-
Multan section), the
Karakoram Highway
Phase II (Havelian-
Thakot section), and
the Lahore Orange Line
Metro are all open to
traffic.

Coal-fired power
plants such as Sahiwal,
Port Qasim, Thar, and
Hub are operating
safely and steadily; the
Mehra DC transmission
project is operational;
and the Kalot Hydro-
power Station is con-
nected to the power
grid.  Rashakai Special
Economic Zone has
reached the stage of

comprehensive devel-
opment,” reads the pa-
per,  adding that the
Gwadar Port in Paki-
stan has seen major
progress and is march-
ing towards the goal of
becoming a logistics
center and industrial
base. The BRI is a long-
term, transnational and
systematic global
project of the 21st cen-
tury. It has succeeded
in taking its first step on
a long journey.

“Continuing from
this new starting point,
the BRI will demon-
strate greater creativity
and vitality, become
more open and inclu-
sive, and generate new
opportunities for both
China and the rest of the
world,” concluded the
paper.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
China's Wuhan Textile
University inaugurated a
two-week seminar on
textile management in
Pakistan. 

The seminar is
sponsored by China’s
Ministry of Commerce
and supported by the
education and com-
merce departments of
Hubei province. 

As many as 40 in-
dustry professionals
from Pakistan are partici-
pating in the workshop,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Wednesday.

The workshop aims

to share with relevant
textile enterprises in Pa-
kistan the development
and innovation experi-
ence of China’s textile in-
dustry, the production
management experience
of modern textile enter-
prises in China, and the
latest research results of
textile applications
in healthcare.

The seminar will
help improve the produc-
tion management capac-
ity of textile enterprises
in Pakistan and promote
the development of the
country’s textile indus-
try.

In particular, it will
strengthen the construc-
tion of Pakistan’s appli-
cation and manufactur-
ing capacity in medical
and healthcare textile
materials.  It will also
build a platform for con-
necting and exchanging
professionals in the tex-
tile industry between
China and Pakistan.

The participants
will get a chance to at-
tend an offline seminar in
China in the near future.

Ji Chen, Director of
the International Office
and Dean of the College
of International Educa-

tion at Wuhan Textile
University, presented an
overview of China’s co-
operation with BRI coun-
tries in the field of tex-
tile.

Prof Lin Li made a
detailed presentation on
China’s reforms, open-
ing up, and path to mod-
ernization.  She painted
a picture of how China
rose from an impover-
ished agricultural coun-
try to become a world
leader in innovation and
economic moderniza-
tion. The seminar will
continue until October
23.

CAIRO: Federal Health Minister Dr. Nadeem Jan met with Minister of Health, Bahrian Dr. Jaleela
bint AlSayed Jawad Hasan on the sidelines of the 70th session of the WHO Regional Committee for
Middle East .

ISLAMABAD:  Caretaker Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training, Madad Ali
Sindhi held a meeting with Director Schools and Director Colleges FDE.

ISLAMABAD:  President Dr. Arif Alvi chairing a meeting on the role of the mosques
and the pulpits in social development, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

KARACHI: Rescue workers searching at site where an under-construction building collapsed.  5
dead, 4 injured as under-construction building collapses in Karachi’s Shah Faisal Colony.

ISLAMABAD (INP): To
provide electricity to the
new Gwadar Interna-
tional Airport (NGIA)
through  the national
grid, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
has officially  been
signed between the Pa-
kistan Civil Aviation Au-
thority  (PCAA) and
Quetta Electric Supply
Company (QESCO).

Under the MoU, ap-
proximately 12 MW of
electricity will be pro-
vided to the New
Gwadar International
Airport by October 17,
fulfilling its 24-hour elec-
tricity needs without in-
terruption.  The MoU
states that commercial
tariffs will be charged
based on electricity us-
age. On special direc-
tives from the Ministry
of Planning, Quetta Elec-
tric Supply Company,
which handles power
supply across
Baluchistan, has ap-
proved 12 MW to elec-
trify NGIA. A QESCO of-
ficial told Gwadar Pro
that testing and commis-
sioning has been com-
pleted, with all required
equipment like poles,

transmission lines, and
electrical circuits aligned
to the installed power
system. To ensure unin-
terrupted electricity, 12
MW will be available to
NGIA around the clock
through three transmis-
sion lines.  "This means
if one line fails, the sec-
ond will automatically
connect, and if that goes
down, the third will serve
as a backup," he added.
"One supply is coming
from the 286 km long,
132kV dual-circuit line
through Naal-Basima-
Naag-Panjgur. The sec-
ond is from the Mund-
Pishin-Turbat line to the
Gwadar grid station. The
third is from the Gabd-
Remden line to the
Jiwini-Gwadar grid sta-
tion," he explained. With
the electrification pro-
cess complete, NGIA is
expected to start welcom-
ing domestic and inter-
national flights, marking
a new era of modern avia-
tion connecting Gwadar
to the world. Major
airbase components of
the China-funded NGIA,
including the runway,
taxiway and apron, were
already unveiled on July

27, coinciding with the
10-year commemoration

of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative.
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Rawalpindi City Traffic Police to crack
down on smoke-emitting vehicles

RAWALPINDI (INP): In an
effort to combat environmen-
tal pollution and smog,
Rawalpindi City Traffic Police
has announced a large-scale
crackdown on smoke-emitting
vehicles.

According to media re-
ports, CTO Taimur Khan on
Wednesday has stated that any
vehicle emitting smoke will not
be allowed to enter the city.
Heavy fines will also be im-
posed on vehicles emitting
smoke within the city. Special
teams will be installed on the
inner and outer routes of the
city to enforce this ban.

In addition to smoke-emit-

ting vehicles, the crackdown
will also target vehicles with-
out tarpaulins, dumpers, trol-
leys, and other loaders. These
vehicles are often overloaded
and emit a significant amount
of pollution.

According to a recent re-
port, eighty-three percent of
smog is caused by smoke-
emitting vehicles. Smog is a
serious health hazard, and it is
especially harmful to children,
the elderly, and people with
respiratory problems.

CTO Rawalpindi has
formed a special smog squad
to take action against smoke-
emitting vehicles. The squad

will be responsible for patrol-
ling the city's streets and issu-
ing fines to violators.

Residents can help to re-
duce smog by avoiding driving
whenever possible. If you must
drive, make sure that your ve-
hicle is properly maintained and
that it is not emitting smoke.
You can also reduce your ex-
posure to smog by staying in-
doors on days when the air
quality is poor. The Rawalpindi
City Traffic Police crackdown
on smoke-emitting vehicles is
a welcome step. It is impor-
tant to take action to reduce
air pollution and protect the
health of residents.

Awareness among youth is essential to eradi-
cate violent extremism: Dr. Ayaz

KP govt spends 24pc budget on education,
Minister says.

Dr Saqib conducts surprise visit to One Window
Center; interacts with beneficiaries

Benazir Nashonuma Program serves over
1,157,298 women, children

ISLAMABAD (INP): In order pre-
vent stunting growth in the chil-
dren, the Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP) has facilitated
over 1,157,298 women and children
under the Benazir Nashonuma ini-
tiative so far through the provi-
sion of health and nutrition ser-
vices.

Among the total beneficia-
ries, a total of 588,211 pregnant
and lactating women (PLW) and
569,087 children have been served
so far.

According to an official
source, these beneficiaries had
been served through the network
of over 488 Nashonuma Centers
across the country.

The Conditional Cash Trans-
fer (CCT) intervention of Benazir
Nashonuma was designed in Au-
gust 2020 to increase the uptake
of Health and Nutrition services
of its beneficiaries.

The primary objectives of the
program were to prevent stunting
in children under two years of age,
improve weight gain of pregnant
women during pregnancy, reduce
anaemia and micro-nutrient defi-
ciencies and prevent low birth
weight.

World Food Programme
(WFP) is the lead implementing
partner for Benazir Nashonuma
which aims at addressing stunt-
ing among pregnant and lactat-
ing women (PLW) and their chil-
dren less than two years of age
through the provision of addi-
tional cash of Rs 2,000 per quarter
per PLW and boy child and PKR
2,500/- per quarter per girl child of
BISP beneficiary families.

In return, mothers are re-
quired to attend regular antenatal
health checks and awareness ses-
sions during pregnancy, consume
specialized nutritious food (SNF),

and take their children for immu-
nization and regular health
checks.

According to the statistics,
Pakistan’s high rates of malnutri-
tion (40.2 per cent stunting, 28.9
per cent underweight, and 17.7 per
cent wasting) are indicative of an
ongoing child nutrition crisis.

Such levels of malnutrition
rank Pakistan as the second-high-
est burden country in the region.
The first 1,000 days of a child’s
life are a window of opportunity
to lay a strong foundation for later
achievements.

This time frame is a period of
enormous change characterized
by a high degree of plasticity in
the child’s neurological develop-
ment. Investments in the early
years of life are the foundation of
human capital, and human capital
is a key driver of economic devel-
opment in the modern economy.

IHC serves notices in domestic vio-
lence case

PESHAWAR, Oct 11 (INP):
Chief Coordination Officer
Center of Excellence on Coun-
tering Violent Extremism
(CECVE) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Dr. Ayaz Khan
has said that an integrated strat-
egy for the promotion of peace,
tolerance and solidarity among
the youth, especially students,
had been formed to eradicate
violent extremism.

According to a press re-
lease issued here on Wednes-
day, he expressed these views
while addressing a seminar or-
ganized at Kohat University of
Science and Technology
(KUST).

Dean of the University Dr.
Muhammad Naseer ud Din,
Director CECVE Waqar
Khan, faculty members, ad-
ministration officials, and other
participants were also among
the participants.

Dr. Ayaz Khan shed light
in detail on the problem of vio-
lent extremism in the society,
the contributing factors and the

resulting threats to peace, se-
curity and stability. He in-
formed about the efforts and
plans of the Centre of Excel-
lence in eradicating violent ex-
tremism.

He said that due to the
development of communica-
tion, distances had shrunk in
today's world and the situation
and conditions of one region
had their impacts worldwide,
which was why because the
threat of violent extremism
was a challenge for nations and
societies at the global level.

"There is an urgent need
for understanding and mutual
respect between different re-
ligious and cultural communi-
ties, as well as close coopera-
tion and collaboration between
governmental, academic, reli-
gious institutions and non-gov-
ernmental organizations to cre-
ate a more secure society".

Dr. Ayaz Khan said that the
high tech companies had to
come forward to stop the
spread of extremist content

through the internet and social
media so that the spread of
extremist content could be
stopped and this effective
means of fast communication
had been brought to work for
the promotion of positive and
constructive attitudes.

The Chief Coordination
Officer emphasized that
knowledge and awareness are
very effective tools to prevent
and eradicate violent extrem-
ism. The cooperation between
them is a very encouraging
step that will have positive and
far-reaching results, he ex-
pressed.

He discussed various op-
portunities and possibilities for
cooperation with the
University's authorities to
work. Earlier, Dean of KUST
Dr. Muhammad Naseeruddin,
thanked Dr. Ayaz Khan for vis-
iting the University and assured
of all possible cooperation and
support in the national cause
of eradicating violent extrem-
ism from society.

ISLAMABAD  (INP): Chairperson
of Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) Dr.
Muhammad Amjad Saqib, made
an unannounced visit to  the
Benazir One Window Center in
Islamabad on Wednesday.

During this visit, he was ac-
companied by Mr. Naveed Akbar,
Director General National Socio-
Economic Registry (NSER).

The purpose of the visit was
to personally inspect the opera-
tions and interaction with the ben-
eficiaries present at Benazir One
Window Center. Dr. Amjad Saqib
was given a comprehensive brief
by staff of One Window Center
about its functions and opera-
tions. The Benazir One Window
Center is a unique initiative that
brings together multiple organi-
zations, including BISP, NADRA,
Pakistan Poverty Alleviation

Fund (PPAF), Pakistan Bait-ul-
Mal, Akhuwat, and HBL, under
one roof. This consolidated ap-
proach streamlines and enhances
the efficiency of services offered
to beneficiaries. At the One Win-
dow Center, beneficiaries can ac-
cess services related to registra-
tion in BISP, eligibility assessment,
enrollment of their children in the
Benazir Taleemi Wazaif program,
and benefits from the Benazir
Nashonuma Programme. On av-
erage, the center serves approxi-
mately 200 to 500 women benefi-
ciaries daily.

During his visit, Dr. Amjad
Saqib took the time to engage with
beneficiaries who were there for
registration and to receive their
stipends under the Benazir
Kafaalat program.

He expressed keen interest in
understanding the challenges and

issues faced by beneficiaries and
inquired how BISP’s financial
support has positively impacted
their lives and their families.

Dr. Amjad Saqib also con-
ducted an inspection of the facili-
ties and arrangements at the cen-
ter, paying close attention to clean-
liness, access to drinking water,
and suitable shaded areas for
beneficiaries waiting for their turn.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of treating beneficiaries with
respect and courtesy, ensuring
that every beneficiary’s concerns
are addressed. Furthermore, he
encouraged the staff to raise
awareness about cleanliness, tree
planting, and water usage.

Highlighting the significance
of monitoring, Dr. Amjad Saqib
stressed the need for continuous
improvement in service delivery
to beneficiaries.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad High  Court on
Wednesday issued notices to the
human rights ministry and others
in a case pertaining to prevention
of domestic violence.

The court also hearing the
plea of removing civil judge Asim
Hafeez from office.

The court comprised of Chief
Justice Aamir Farooq directed the
parties to submit recommenda-
tions with regard to child welfare
and child protection.

Civil Judge Asim Hafeez’s
wife Soumia Asim has been ac-
cused in child maid Rizwana tor-
ture case.

In an interchange with the
counsel of the civil judge chief
justice said that this case would
not have implications over
Rizwana torture case trial. “This
is a public interest case, and it is
meant to prevent such incidents
in future,” Justice Aamir Farooq
said. “We want to highlight the
problem not targeting any per-
son,” he said.

“It is a social issue, and we
have to seek a solution to prevent
it.” “Earlier Tayyaba case of simi-
lar nature surfaced,” chief justice
said. “Children should not be
made a mean of earning”. “There
should be care centres to prevent

children from work,” Qaisar Imam
advocate said.

“There are child protection
centres that could play their role
and the National Human Rights
Commission is also present, more-
over the Human Rights ministry
could also look into this issue,”
amicus curiae Zainab Janjua said.

“We expect the human rights
ministry will play its role in this
issue,” chief justice observed.
“The human rights ministry should
submit its reply to curb the do-
mestic violence incidents,” chief
justice said. The court adjourned
further hearing of the case till
November 13.

PESHAWAR (INP): Care-
taker Minister for Elementary,
Secondary, and Higher Educa-
tion, Prof Dr Mohammad
Qasim Khan has said that the
education-friendly policy of the
provincial government is evi-
dent from the fact that about
24 percent of the provincial
budget is being spent on edu-
cation.

He expressed these views
while addressing a function
organized under the auspices
of All Pakistan Private Schools
Management Association at
Nishtar Hall, Peshawar here
on Wednesday. Besides the
secretary of Elementary and
Secondary Education,
Mutasimbillah Shah, the cen-
tral president Private Schools
Management Association
Kashif Adeeb Javadani also
addressed the function.

He said that in the current
era of globalization and our ef-
fort is to prepare students to
compete at the international
level, equip them with IT skills

and introduce them to scien-
tific education along with new
innovations.

He added that we still need
to work harder to focus on
quality education as well as
bring out-of-school students to
schools and arrest the drop-out
ratio.

Paying tribute to the pri-
vate sector, the minister said
that our resources are limited
and the private sector is sup-
porting them in this regard. He
said that they consider the
teachers and students of pri-
vate educational institutions
across the province as an im-
portant part of the education
system and taking steps to
guide them.

He said that all private
educational institutions should
make their facilities according
to the standards set by the pro-
vincial government.

The provincial minister said
that the literacy rate has in-
creased significantly with the
mutual support of the public

and private sectors. He said
that girls’ education has also
been given special attention
because by making a girl child
educated, the whole family
becomes educated and an edu-
cated mother gives the best
education to her children as
well as makes them good citi-
zens.

He added that teachers
are respected in every civilized
society and teaching is consid-
ered a sacred profession, say-
ing the provision of facilities to
them is their top priority.

He said that nations
achieve development by giving
top priority to education and the
caretaker provincial govern-
ment is taking vigorous steps
in this regard.

The minister requested the
educationists of both the pri-
vate and public sectors to take
steps for areas with lesser edu-
cation facilities and lower lit-
erary rates and children are
facing difficulties in getting
education.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) Dr. Muhammad Amjad Saqib,
visited 'Benazir One Window Center.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a meeting
regarding Pakistan International Airlines.

ISLAMABAD:  General Manager, China Energy International Group Company  Wang Huihua met with
Caretaker Minister for Planning Development & Special Initiatives, Muhammad Sami Saeed on Wednes-
day to  discuss matter related to energy sector.

ISLAMABAD: Murtaza Solangi, Caretaker Federal Minister for Information & Broadcasting and
Mr. Fawad Hassan Fawad ,Caretaker Federal Minister for Privatization briefing the media on Federal
Cabinet decisions.


