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Aid Agencies Urged to Increase Support for Balochistan’s
Flood Affectees

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Balochistan, one of the provinces
most severely impacted by the catastrophic
2022 floods, took center stage during the dis-
cussions. The caretaker Chief Minister of
Balochistan presented a stark picture, reveal-
ing that the province suffered losses exceed-
ing seven hundred billion rupees. After the flood
disaster, Balochistan was the hardest hit, with
an alarming toll of devastation.

The statistics presented at the
meeting were alarming:
Complete destruction of 321,019

houses
Partial damage to 96,166 houses
43 bridges swept away
2,280 kilometers of road network de-

stroyed
1,039 educational institutions were

completely demolished, while 1,793 were
partially affected

Widespread damage to irrigation
structures leading to crop losses

Expressing his concerns, the caretaker
Chief Minister of Balochistan pointed out that
the allocated funds for the province from inter-
national rehabilitation aid were insufficient in
comparison to the staggering losses. He em-
phasized the need for an increase in funding,
requesting the federal government’s support
with a 20% grant sharing from the Geneva

In response to these appeals, representa-
tives from international financial and aid agen-
cies participated in the meeting, affirming their
commitment to appoint one of the recommended
officers from Balochistan as the project direc-
tor. This appointment aims to ensure the swift
execution of a million-dollar national project
designed for the rehabilitation of flood-ravaged
regions.

Federal Minister appreci-
ates CM Domki

Federal Minister Sami Saeed conveyed his
special appreciation to Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki for his effective presentation of
Balochistan’s plight in this national meeting of
utmost importance.  He reaffirmed the
government’s unwavering determination to en-
hance and coordinate rehabilitation activities in
the affected areas, assuring that Balochistan
will not be left to bear the brunt of floods alone.

Collective efforts needed
This critical meeting underscores the ur-

gency and the need for international aid agen-
cies to extend further support to Balochistan to
aid in its recovery from the devastating flood
disaster. The future of this resilient province
depends on the collective efforts and commit-
ments made by all stakeholders to rebuild and
revitalize the affected regions.

funds. Moreover, he urged expedited implementation of the rehabilitation program, which was
mutually agreed upon with the government of Balochistan to address the affected sectors.

An officer from Balochistan to be appointed as project director

NA speaker thinks ‘understanding’ behind Nawaz’s return
ISLAMABAD: National Assembly Speaker
Raja Pervez Ashraf has stated that there may
be an “understanding” in place for the return
of PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif.

The statement comes a day after interim
Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar dismissed
the impression that Nawaz’s decision to return
to Pakistan was a part of any deal with the
caretaker government.

In an interview with World Echo News,
PM Kakar had said: “The caretaker govern-
ment has no soft corner for PML-N or any
other political party … how can a caretaker
government strike such a deal?”

He pointed out that Nawaz left the coun-
try as per the court’s decision “under the nose
of Imran Khan’s government, and not the care-
taker setup”.

However, if Nawaz returns and takes part
in politics, he will have to face some legal ob-
stacles, the premier said. “The answers to these
legal questions lie in legal remedies.”

Nawaz, who has been in self-imposed ex-
ile since 2019, left for London in the middle of
his seven-year jail term on medical grounds. In

21. Subsequently, the PML-N had declared that
Nawaz was ready to face “all kinds of circum-
stances” upon his return from London.

Last week, Nawaz’s legal team submitted
his medical reports to the Lahore High Court,
which said the PML-N supremo had “some
residual anginal symptoms”. Separately,
Shehbaz said the party’s legal team had cleared
Nawaz’s arrival.

In an informal conversation with
Dawn.com, the NA speaker said, “Obviously,
there must be an understanding which is why
he’s coming back.”

Ashraf also wondered why Nawaz did not
return to the country earlier. “Now his health
should also stay good,” he remarked.

Asked when elections were happening,
Ashraf said, “You tell me, are elections hap-
pening?” The NA speaker said that the fact
that the PPP was talking about a level-playing
field held some merit. He said that members of
the PML-N were among those inducted into
the interim federal and Punjab cabinets. “All
of the PML-N’s work is continuing,” he
said.NEWS GESK

the four years that transpired, Nawaz was declared a proclaimed offender in the Al Azizia and
Avenfield graft cases for his continuous absence from proceedings. Last month, PML-N President
Shehbaz Sharif had confirmed that his elder brother was returning to the country on October

Thousands flee north Gaza in search of refuge after Israel
evacuation warning

GAZA: Thousands of Palestinians fled to south-
ern Gaza in search of refuge on Friday after
Israel warned them to evacuate before an ex-
pected ground offensive against Hamas in re-
taliation for the deadliest attack in Israel’s his-
tory.

The Israeli military said its ground forces
made raids into Gaza over the past 24 hours.
“Over the past 24 hours, IDF (Israeli military)
forces carried out localised raids inside the ter-
ritory of the Gaza Strip to complete the effort
to cleanse the area of terrorists and weaponry,”
an army statement said.

“During these operations, there was also
an effort to locate missing persons,” it added.In
the latest development, a Reuters journalist was
killed in south Lebanon, the news agency said
in a statement. “We are deeply saddened to
learn that our videographer, Issam Abdallah,
has been killed,” Reuters said, adding that, he
“was part of a Reuters crew in southern Leba-
non. “ Nearly 1,800 Gazans — including over
580 children — have been killed in waves of
missile strikes on the densely populated enclave,
the Palestinian health ministry said.

According to Israel, Hamas took an esti-

yond, with protests in support of the Palestin-
ians, while Israel faced the threat of a sepa-
rate confrontation with Hezbollah in Lebanon.
In the occupied West Bank, at least nine Pal-
estinians were killed by Israeli fire during pro-
tests supporting Gaza, taking the toll there to
44 since Saturday, the health ministry said. The
Israeli military has warned it would operate
“significantly” in Gaza City in the coming days
and civilians would only be able to return when
another announcement was made. “Civilians
of Gaza City, evacuate south for your own
safety and the safety of your families and dis-
tance yourself from Hamas terrorists who are
using you as human shields,” the military said
in a statement.

“Hamas terrorists are hiding in Gaza City
inside tunnels underneath houses and inside
buildings populated with innocent Gazan civil-
ians.” Hamas, on the other hand, rejected the
Israeli order. The US termed it a “tall order”.

“Our Palestinian people reject the threat
of the occupation (Israeli) leaders and its call
for them to leave their homes and flee from
them to the south or Egypt,” Hamas said in a
statement. NEWS DESK

mated 150 Israeli, foreign and dual-national hostages back to Gaza during its initial attack.
Hamas said today that 13 hostages had been killed in Israeli air strikes. It has previously said
four hostages died in bombardments, complicating any Israeli ground offensive. This map shows
the Gaza Strip prior to the current escalation in October. — OCHA document ‘Flash Appeal for
the Occupied Palestinian Territory’Tensions meanwhile rose across the Middle East and be-

ECP Directs CS of Balochistan to Reshuffle Secretaries Excluded from Reshuffling
Mir Salam Jogezai:

QUETTA: In a recent development, the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has issued a direc-
tive to the Chief Secretary of Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir, to initiate the reshuffling of provincial secre-
taries who were previously excluded from the re-
cent bureaucratic reshuffling. This directive was
delivered during a meeting between the ECP and CS
Balochistan, which took place on Wednesday in
Islamabad.

Shakeel Qadir Khan meets
ECP officials

The meeting between Shakeel Qadir Khan, the
Chief Secretary of Balochistan, and ECP officials
revolved around the crucial matter of transfers and
postings within the province. The ECP’s primary
objective is to ensure the transparency and fair-

ness of the electoral process in the country.

Transfer secretaries: ECP
As part of this commitment, the ECP has in-

structed the Chief Secretary to undertake the re-
shuffling of provincial secretaries who had remained
unaffected by the reshuffling process that occurred
after the formation of the caretaker government on
August 18th in Balochistan.

Key provincial secretaries
were exempted from transfer

This directive follows a significant reshuffling
of the bureaucratic structure in Balochistan, which
was orchestrated under the guidance of the ECP.
Notably, certain key provincial secretaries were ex-

empted from the initial wave of transfers and
postings.

The ECP has taken note of this and is now
urging their inclusion in the reshuffling process to
uphold the principles of transparency and fairness
in the lead-up to the upcoming elections.
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Balochistan’s Climate Crisis: Impact, Causes, and Solutions
Chandni Kakar:
Balochistan, a region of
unique geological diver-
sity and a long coastline
is grappling with severe
climate change chal-
lenges. This article
delves into the causes
and consequences of
climate change in
Balochistan, shedding
light on its impact on
agriculture, water re-
sources, and the overall
ecosystem. Additionally,
it explores the global
context of climate
change, its implications
on the region, and poten-
tial solutions to mitigate
its effects. The Unique
Ecosystem of
B a l o c h i s t a n
Balochistan’s geological
diversity, including
rocky mountains and
sandy plains, creates a
distinct ecosystem.
However, these unique
features also make it vul-
nerable to climate
change.

Deforestation and
Substandard Fuel:

Primary Causes Ex-
perts attribute large-
scale climate change in
Balochistan to defores-
tation, especially  the
cutting of juniper forests
in Ziarat, and the use of
substandard fuel in win-

ter. These practices have
increased carbon levels
in the atmosphere and
disrupted rainfall pat-
terns.
Impact on Agri-

culture
Impact on Agricul-

ture and Water Re-
sources Climate change
has negatively impacted
agriculture, causing
fruits and crops to suf-
fer. Decreased rainfall
and snowfall have led to
a significant drop in the
underground water level,
affecting both farmers
and the overall land-
scape.

Migration and
Economic Conse-

quences:
The scarcity of wa-

ter and extreme heat have
driven people to migrate
to urban centers like
Quetta in search of em-
ployment opportunities.
Reduced agricultural in-
come from fruit sales has
further strained the
region’s economy.

Health Implica-
tions During

Severe Droughts:
Past severe

droughts in Balochistan,
such as the one from
1997 to 2002, resulted in
widespread health is-
sues, including diseases
like Congo virus, famine,
TB, malaria, and hepati-
tis, particularly affecting
vulnerable populations,
including infants and
young children.
Overexploitation

of Tubewells
and Falling

Water Levels:
Balochistan faces

the challenge of over
50,000 legal and illegal
tubewells  extracting
large quantities of
groundwater daily, lead-
ing to a rapid decline in
underground water lev-
els, exacerbating the wa-
ter crisis.
Global Climate

Change and
Balochistan’s
Rising Tem-
peratures:
Provincial Secretary

of Environment and Cli-
mate Change, Niaz
Ahmed, emphasizes that
climate change is a glo-
bal problem. Balochistan

is experiencing rising
temperatures, with
Quetta reaching up to 41
degrees Celsius, high-
lighting the urgency of
addressing climate
change.
Pakistan’s Role

in the Global
Climate Crisis:

While Pakistan’s
contribution to global
climate change is minimal
(less than one percent),
it ranks high on the Ger-
man Watch Index for
countries severely af-
fected by climate
change.

Impact on
Weather Sys-

tems and Melt-
ing Glaciers:

Climate change has
disrupted weather pat-
terns, affecting mon-
soon rains and wester-
lies in the region.

The rapid melting of
glaciers, partly caused
by a deadly heatwave,
has further strained wa-
ter resources.
Multiple Fac-
tors and the

Way Forward:

Balochistan’s cli-
mate crisis is a result
of multiple factors, in-
cluding infrastructure
weaknesses, popula-
tion growth, poverty,
and political instability.

Addressing these
challenges and imple-
menting effective cli-
mate change mitiga-
tion strategies are cru-
cial for the region’s
future.

Conclusion:
B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s

unique ecosystem and
geographical charac-
teristics have made it
particularly vulnerable
to the effects of cli-
mate change.  Defores-
tation, overexploitation
of water resources, and
rising temperatures are
exacerbating the crisis.
Recognizing the global
nature of climate
change and adopting
effective mitigation
measures are essential
for safeguarding
Balochistan’s environ-
ment, agriculture, and
overall well-being. The
writer is a Balochistan-
based journalist and can
be contacted
@kakarChand97707

Teaching and gender
By Faisal Bari:

Afghan refugees & international law
By Ahmer Bilal Soofi:

Deadly culture wars
By Aasim Sajjad Akhtar:

Rapid growth
By Amin Valliani:

RECENTLY, a friend
told me that his driver
Sadiq quit his job, say-
ing his salary wasn’t
enough and he wanted
to look for a better job.
My friend was paying
Sadiq Rs40,000 per
month. Though  my
friend appreciates it is
hard to make ends meet
with a salary of Rs40,000
now, especially for a fam-
ily living in an urban
area, he felt he could not
afford to pay more, so he
let Sadiq quit.

Sadiq has three chil-
dren. He is not educated
and has been working as
a driver for the last 15
years. He lives in a
rented house, which he
shares with his brother’s
family. The rent pay-
ment, Rs12,000 per
month, is shared equally
between the brothers.
Each gets one room and
shares common spaces
like the bathroom,
kitchen, veranda and a
small courtyard. One of
Sadiq’s children is very
young but the older two
go to a nearby school.
Between rent, electricity
and gas bills , school
fees, and food expendi-
ture, Sadiq ends up with

no money towards the
end of the month. He has
been accumulating a bit
of debt every month for
the last year or so. He
needs a higher income to
balance even his
monthly budget.

A colleague’s
daughter completed her
Master’s degree in soci-
ology from a local pub-
lic-sector university and
started teaching at a
school recently. The
school is a middle-level-
fee school. When I told
my colleague about
Sadiq’s decision to quit,
he mentioned that his
daugh ter, a school
teacher with 18 years of
education, including
from recognised univer-
sities, was being paid
only Rs18,000 a month.
After transport costs,
her take-home is around
Rs13,000 per month. My
colleague laughed, say-
ing that maybe his
daughter could become
a driver in my friend’s
household!

Perhaps that’s not a
bad idea. The private
schooling system,
which now comprises
over 40 per cent of en-
rolled children across
Pakistan, has a very

large number of female
teachers. In fact, there is
research which argues
that the reason private
schools were able to
grow so quickly, across
urban and peri-urban Pa-
kistan initially, and now
even in many rural areas
of Punjab and KP (the
rural areas of Sindh and
Balochistan have fewer
private schools), was
that while the student
numbers were there, we
did not have a supply of
teachers in these areas.
Investment in girls’ edu-
cation in the 1960s and
1970s, largely through
the public-sector school-
ing system, created a
potential supply of edu-
cated girls who could be
recruited as teachers.
This made the expansion
of primary-level school-
ing in the category we
know as low-fee private
schools possible.

But there are issues.
We know Pakistan’s fe-
male labour force partici-
pation rate is one of the
lowest, both regionally
and globally. It has been
consistently low. We
have been educating
girls for decades but
have not facilitated their
entry into the workforce.

Teaching is seen as pos-
sibly the only ‘accept-
able’  job for many
women by a lot of fami-
lies. This means that
where millions of girls
have reached the ma-
triculation, intermediate,
graduate and postgradu-
ate level, they do not
have many options for
work. A nearby school
might be the only option.
This, too, might only be
possible until they marry
or have their first child.
We find a high turnover
of teachers in the initial
years (in the private sec-
tor). But after three to
four years of service,
those who stay in teach-
ing tend to do so for
much longer, making a
career out of it. However,
the initial dropout rate is
high and this does not
seem to be because of
ability-based sorting.
Selection/sorting would
not be an issue. It seems
that other factors (mar-
riage, children, social/
societal considerations)
are more important.

So, we have a
strange situation. Low-
fee private schools
boast about providing
education that is better
than or equal to educa-

tion in public-sector
schools and at a much
lower cost to them; but
their cost advantage is
mainly due to a frag-
mented and underdevel-
oped labour market for
female participants. They
pay far below the mini-
mum wage, as women
have a low reservation
wage and few labour mar-
ket options.

Whether seen as ex-
ploitation or the good use
of market forces, the
rapid, large growth in pri-
vate schooling has been
due to an increasing
supply of educated fe-
males who do not have
many other job options.
It is difficult to make
teaching a career though.
Why would you do so if
you put in six to eight
hours a day for wages
that are below the mini-
mum level? Why would
you invest in your own
training and develop-
ment? If the market does
not recognise individual
differences in quality and
commitment much, and
the turnover story sug-
gests that, why would
you strive for excellence?
Is it any wonder then
that learning outcomes
are where they are?

MOST developed na-
tions are worried about
their dwindling popula-
tions, along with the
growing number of se-
niors. They see their fu-
ture as uncertain. There-
fore, they have em-
barked upon the path of
solving the problem of
their stagnant or dwin-
dling populations by
various means. Many
countries have eased
their migration/ immigra-
tion laws, allowing work
visas to outsiders who
fulfil their criteria.

Contrary to  this,
Pakistan is facing the
problem of rapid popu-
lation growth. This has
been termed a ticking
time bomb, having a high
risk of imminent explo-
sion. Others have de-
clared rapid population
growth as the mother of
all problems. Feeding
their entire population is
amongst the greatest
challenges every gov-
ernment faces. In the
Global Hunger Index,
Pakistan is ranked 99th
out of 121 countries due
to the rapid growth of its
population. This condi-
tion is likely to get worse
with unbridled and un-

planned population
growth. Population is a
valuable resource of a
country, provided its
growth is planned. Un-
checked growth has
been responsible for
many of our economic
and social issues. The
youth segment is con-
sidered to be the driving
force of a country. But
young people are in
search of greener pas-
tures overseas, some-
times falling victim to
human trafficking. Not
too long ago, hundreds
of people lost their lives
in the open sea when an
overloaded boat sank off
the Greek coast. Many
of the victims were from
Pakistan and were trying
to make it to Europe ille-
gally. Many experts sug-
gest that the govern-
ment should focus on
population control, oth-
erwise, all developmen-
tal efforts would prove
futile. Moreover, the
youth need to be nur-
tured via skill-oriented
education. They have a
passion to acquire new
skills and pursue higher
education. The govern-
ment should, therefore,
engage them in nation-
building. But unfortu-

nately, our performance
in educating our popu-
lation and providing em-
ployment has remained
dismal. Many youths are
disappointed with the
recent economic melt-
down. The promise of
jobs has remained a pipe
dream. Increasing popu-
lation at the present
speed might foil our en-
tire planning efforts.

In order to make Pa-
kistan a country of op-
portunity, where our
youths may find an at-
tractive future, with jobs
of their choice, the gov-
ernment should reset its
focus on engaging the
youth and controlling
the excessive popula-
tion. The Holy Quran
says “Verily! Allah does
not change a people’s
condition unless they
change their inner
selves” (13:11). The
government may guide
people about the ideal
size of a family and make
them realise the impor-
tance of smaller families.
It should start a fully
fledged drive to con-
vince the masses that an
unbridled increase in
population numbers is
not in the interest of the
country.

IT has been almost 50
years since the leader of
the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) de-
livered a speech on the
floor of the UN General
Assembly imploring the
world to end the Israeli
occupation and deliver
peace to all of the
region’s people.

It was a different
world then. Colonised
peoples in Asia and Af-
rica were being admitted
into the ‘international
community’ after centu-
ries of enslavement. The
same UN in which Arafat
made his plea also fea-
tured emergent Third
World countries calling
for a New International
Economic Order to undo
what Ghana’s first presi-
dent Kwame Nkrumah
called economic neo-co-
lonialism. Until the early
1990s, the oppressed
peoples of the world
were still relatively uni-
fied and hopeful. In 1994,
South Africa’s brutal
apartheid regime was
tossed into the dustbin
of history, Nelson
Mandela — once
branded a ‘terrorist’ in
the ‘civilised world’ —
made the leader of a new
multiracial polity.

But the 1990s also
marked the end of 20th-
century socialism and
the onset of ‘culture
wars’ afflicting almost
every part of the world
today. Put simply, ideas

of liberation and eman-
cipation have become
increasingly limited to
the concerns of one’s
own specific identity
groups rather than the
cause of all oppressed
peoples.

The Palestinians
are amongst the biggest
victims of this rightward
shift. Today, they are
subject to an ever more
genocidal policy of
apartheid, while the nar-
rative of the intellectual
and political mainstream
is framed almost exclu-
sively around Israeli
‘victims’ and Palestinian
‘terrorists’. The ‘war on
terror’ is a big reason for
why such framing is
commonplace. While
such binaries have ani-
mated the logic of em-
pires throughout his-
tory, the ‘us versus
them’ story that was
widely propagated after
9/11 has shaped an en-
tire generation of people
everywhere. This is the
same generation that has
come of age through
globalised, digital net-
works and the entirely
distinct modes of politi-
cal communication and
ideological contestation
that such networks have
ushered in. In effect,
then, many ordinary
young people have be-
come foot soldiers for
the dominant narrative
around ‘terrorism’. In-
deed, notwithstanding
the announcement

made that the so-called
war on terror ended in
August 2021 when
American troops pulled
out of Afghanistan, the
truth is that wars of ter-
ror led by contemporary
states are endless.

The language is al-
ways the same: the
scourge of terrorism will
be eliminated at all costs.
The forces of evil will
never be allowed to over-
whelm us. The rhetoric is
timeless by design so as
to suppress inconve-
nient historical truths
about state terror.

What we should
have learned from the
‘war on terror’ is that vio-
lence perpetrated by the
state — it can be Israeli,
American, Pakistani, In-
dian, Russian, Ukrainian,
French, Saudi Arabian,
Iranian, Turkish or any
other contemporary na-
tion-state — cannot
solve political conflict.

In  fact, what has
happened due to the
deadly culture wars and
the relative retreat of the
progressive left is the
rise of hate-mongering
right-wing forces that
ostensibly target one
another. The prime min-
ister of Israel, Benjamin
Netanyahu, for instance,
has more than once
made clear that he prefers
the continued influence
of Islamist groups like
Hamas than to give an
inch to progressives of
any stripe.

AFGHAN refugees
came to Pakistan more
than four decades ago
and since then Pakistan
has played the role of an
admirable host in every
possible way.

However, before
further continuing down
the same path, it would
be worthwhile for us to
examine whether the Af-
ghans presently in Paki-
stan are justifiably en-
titled to the protection
accorded to refugees
under international law.
The answer to this ques-
tion is directly related to
Pakistan’s obligations to
millions of Afghan refu-
gees.

The 1951 conven-
tion relating to the sta-
tus of refugees, along
with its 1967 protocol is
the main document un-
der international law that
states the rights and du-
ties of refugees and lays
down the internationally
recognised definition of
the term ‘refugee’.

Pakistan has not
ratified the convention;
however, certain parts of
the convention accord
formal status to custom-
ary international law, and
therefore, are instructive
for even non-parties to
the convention. In this
context, alluding to some
articles of the conven-
tion becomes relevant.

Article 1 of the con-
vention defines a refugee
as one who “owing to
well-founded [emphasis

added] fear of being per-
secuted for reasons of
race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particu-
lar social group or politi-
cal opinion, is outside
the country of his nation-
ality and is unable or,
owing to such fear, is
unwilling to avail himself
of the protection of that
country”.

A core principle of
the convention is non-
refoulement, which is
mentioned in Article 33
of the convention. Sec-
tion 1 of Article 33 pro-
vides that “No Contract-
ing State shall expel or
return (‘refouler’) a refu-
gee in any manner what-
soever to the frontiers of
territories where his life
or freedom would be
threatened on account of
his race, religion, nation-
ality, membership of a
particular social group or
political opinion.”

Security in Afghani-
stan has become quite
stable and there are well-
founded grounds to as-
sert that the Afghan na-
tionals currently residing
in Pakistan have no “se-
rious” or “credible”
threat of persecution.

We may refer to
three reports issued in
May, June and Septem-
ber 2023 by the UN Inter-
regional Crime and Jus-
tice Research Institute,
the UNSC Monthly Fore-
cast for June 2023 and the
UNSG/ UNGA report on
the situation in Afghani-
stan respectively.

The cumulative
study of these detailed
reports demonstrates
that Afghan refugees in
Pakistan may safely re-
turn to their country of
origin as the circum-
stances mentioned in
Article 1 of the conven-
tion justifying their pro-
tection as refugees are
no more obtaining in Af-
ghanistan.

It may be argued
that the right of non-
refoulement has its ba-
sis not only in the 1951
convention but also in
several other regimes
where such principle as-
sumes broader protec-
tion to refugees than is
provided to them under
the 1951 convention.

However, following
the terrorist attacks in
the United States in 2001,
a number of countries
have increasingly
sought to rely on the
‘national security’ ex-
ception to limit the broad
application of the non-
refoulement principle.
Reference may also be
made to Australia, which
in 2004 through legisla-
tion specifically made the
‘non-refoulement’ pro-
tection ineffective in re-
lation to thousands of
illegal migrants.

In any case, Paki-
stan, due to its own na-
tional security, eco-
nomic and political cri-
ses, is no more in a posi-
tion to sustain millions
of refugees who are oth-
erwise no more entitled

to the protection and
status according to refu-
gees under international
law.

The Afghan gov-
ernment is fully respon-
sible for providing secu-
rity from persecution
under the adopted 1964
monarchy constitution
(Article 26, paragraphs
1, 2, 10 & 16; Articles 31,
32, 33, 34, 37).

In this regard, refer-
ence may be made to a
statement by Abdul
Hakeem Sharaee, the
Taliban’s acting minister
of justice, in September
2021, wherein Mr
Sharaee categorically
stated that the 1964 Af-
ghan constitution would
be the guiding docu-
ment for affairs of state.

Once the legal pro-
tection of the refugee
status is no longer avail-
able then the status of a
person of Afghan na-
tionality will be that of
none other than a ‘mi-
grant’ having no legal or
justified basis to move
around in Pakistan.

‘Migrant’ in its own
right is a legal category
of persons who cross
international borders
without legal permission
and often in quest of
livelihood. Their status,
control of movements
and prevention are regu-
lated by the Interna-
tional Organisa-tion for
Migration.

The said
organisation also facili-
tates bilateral arrange-

ments for sending back
illegal migrants. They are
more active when there
is intervening territory
between the sending
and receiving country.

Whereas for adja-
cent states, the measures
for deporting illegal im-
migrants have to be ini-
tiated by the receiving
state — which in this
case is Pakistan. It is
good to note that Af-
ghanistan is willingly re-
ceiving several families
that have begun their
movement or journey to
their country of origin.

Though the current
decision to deport all
unregistered Afghan na-
tionals who fail to get
registered by Oct 31 is
limited to the category
mentioned, the nuances
of the situation must be
taken note of while deal-
ing with different cat-
egories of the Afghan
population whose pres-
ence on Pakistani soil is
regulated under some
sort of administrative
framework.

There are four kinds
of Afghan nationals in
Pakistan: those who are
born and raised in Paki-
stan, those who were
registered and have
proof of registration,
those who were granted
the Afghan Citizen Card
by the government of
Pakistan and those who
entered Pakistan in the
wake of the Afghan
Taliban takeover of Af-
ghanistan in 2021.

When Quetta razed to ground within 30
seconds 88 years ago

Editorial:
Quetta, Pakistan’s southwestern city was razed to ground within 30 sec-
onds when a powerful earthquake struck 88 years ago. The deadliest
earthquake of 1935 still haunts the people. Strong tremors jolted this moun-
tain-ringed city between 2:33 to 3:40 am when people were in their deep
sleep on May 31sr. 1935. The earthquake was recorded 7.7 on the reac-
tor scale. It was Chiltan fault located in the South West of the city that
destroyed the city. Chiltan and Chaman fault pose a serious threat to
Quetta and parts of northern and central Balochistan.
British rulers declared emergency after the deadliest earthquake of 1935

The English colonial rulers declared an emergency in the aftermath
of the deadliest earthquake, which claimed more than 30,000 lives. Res-
cue workers and military personnel were moved from Bombay to Quetta
in passenger trains to assist in the rescue efforts. Local tribesmen from
neighboring Pishin, Mastung and other areas also rushed towards the city
to participate in the rescue operation.

It took weeks and months for the rescue workers to retrieve the dead
bodies buried beneath the rubbles of the houses. The earthquake destroyed
main commercial center of the city.

Specific building code was introduced for Quetta
The British rulers introduced a specific building code for Quetta in

view of the looming danger of earthquakes. For sometime, the building
code was implemented in latter and spirit. However, that is no more than
the case when it comes to the implementation of the building code in the
city.

Over 700 building constructed in violation of building code
As per the statistics of the metropolitan corporation Quetta, around

700 buildings have been constructed in the city in violation of building
code.

Substandard materials are also being used in construction, which can
cause more human losses in the case of any future earthquakes.

Experts have warned that there is ticking bomb beneath Quetta and
precautionary measures need to be adopted to ensure quality construc-
tion and implementation of building code to avoid human losses in the
case of any natural calamity.
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Israel used white phosphorus in Gaza, Leba-
non, says Human Rights Watch

PUC observes ‘Palestine Solidarity
Day’ across nation

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Ulema Council
(PUC) on Friday ob-
served ‘Palestine Soli-
darity Day’ across the
nation expressing unity
with the oppressed Pal-
estinians and offering
special prayers in Friday
sermons. The PUC
Chairman Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi,
along with other promi-
nent religious leaders,
spoke out in support of
Palestine.

They highlighted
the critical juncture in the
Palestinian issue and
called on Muslim leaders
to play their role immedi-
ately.

Addressing the is-
sue of human rights,
PUC Chairman Ashrafi
deplored the silence on
the mass killings of the
oppressed Palestinians.

He emphasized that
for decades, Israel had
been subjecting inno-
cent civilians, hospitals,
schools, and ambu-
lances to its ruthless ag-

gression. Notably, he
said the United States,
India, the United King-
dom, and other Western
nations remained silent
in the face of Israeli bru-
tality, disregarding the
principles of human
rights. He called for swift
action from the Muslim
leaders to halt Israel’s
aggression stressing
that at this moment, the
entire Muslim world
stood with their op-
pressed Palestinian
brothers and sisters.

He appreciated the
unwavering efforts and
stance of the leadership
of Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Turkey, Iran, Kuwait,
Egypt, Jordan, and other
Muslim-majority coun-
tries. He urged the King-
dom to take a leadership
role in resolving the Pal-
estinian and Kashmir is-
sues expressing its piv-
otal position in the Or-
ganization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC). He
stated that without the
establishment of an inde-
pendent, sovereign Pal-

estinian state, no solu-
tion could be achieved,
and the support of Saudi
Arabia was crucial in this
regard. He announced an
International Conference
of Solidarity with Pales-
tine scheduled to be held
in Islamabad on October

18th, 2023, under the
umbrella of PUC, where
key discussions and
plans.  would be pre-
sented to work towards
the recognition of a free
and independent Pales-
tinian state by the inter-
national community.

US jury convicts white police officer over
death of Black man

Productivity' and 'Sustainability' next 2 hot
topics for agriculture: Panel

Protests against privatization of schools, amends
in service rules spread across Punjab

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
police have intensified
crackdown on teachers
and government em-
ployees amid swelling
protests across Punjab
against amendments in
leave encashment and
pension rules, besides
privatisation policy of
public schools, arresting
more than 100 public ser-
vants including teach-
ers. In Lahore, the police
conducted a crackdown
on government employ-
ees including teachers
protesting outside the
Civil Secretariat to press
the provincial govern-
ment for accepting their
demands and arrested
over 100 people.

In Faisalabad, pro-
testers pelted stones on
police party. The law en-
forcers resorted to tear-
gas shelling Protests
were also held in
Gujranwala, Gujrat,
B a h a w a l p u r ,

Bahawalnagar and Mian
Channu by teachers. In
Hafizabad, students also
participated along with
teachers to give vent to
their anger against ar-
rests of teachers’ repre-
sentatives. After protest
demonstrations, police
booked 125 students,
two headmasters and
several teachers for
blocking motorway.

In Arifwala, teach-
ers took out rallies in
favour of their demands.
In this regard, there is no
class work in the educa-
tional institutions for the
last three days. Teachers
locked their classrooms
in Pattoki to show their
displeasure and concern
over amendments in
leave enchasment and
gratuity rules. They also
demanded of the gov-
ernment to release the
teachers representa-
tives. In  Gujranwala,
teaching staff after lock-

ing the classrooms boy-
cotted the curricular ac-
tivities. Male and female
teachers gathered out-
side the deputy commis-
sioner office and held
protest demonstration.
Thousands of male and
female teachers from
across the district are
taking part in the protest.

Teachers represen-
tatives have demanded
of the government to
withdraw amendments in
the leave enchashment
and pension rules (ser-
vice rules), stop
privatisation of govern-
ment schools and give
them the group insur-
ance on retirement.

They threatened to
start holding protests on
daily basis if their de-
mands were not met by
the government.

The Lahore police
have conducted a crack-
down on government
employees including

teachers protesting out-
side the Civil Secretariat
for demands and ar-
rested 91 people. The
organisers of the protest
had reportedly disap-
peared overnight,
prompting police to be-
gin collecting informa-
tion from nearby private
hotels to trace their lo-
cation Police have de-
clared that anyone who
comes under their radar
will face detention. It's
worth noting that some
women who were part of
the protest were alleg-
edly subjected to police
baton charge and subse-
quently arrested.
Sources said police initi-
ated the operation late at
night. Police teams from
some police stations in
Lahore were involved in
the operation. Three su-
perintendents of police
(SPs) oversaw the opera-
tion against the partici-
pants. ISLAMABAD (INP):

To mark the 10th an-
niversary of the Belt
and Road Initiative, a
series of events were
held on October 12
with the support of
KASB KTrade Secu-
rities.

This included an
agriculture roundtable
seminar that brought
together experts and
practitioners from the
industry, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Friday.

The experts high-
lighted various sub-
jects such as the
Green Pakistan Initia-
tive, Chinese invest-
ments in agri-sectors,
and the potential of the
dairy industry.

The discussion
also touched on food
security and sustain-
able agricultural devel-
opment. Syed Nasir
Mahmood, former In-
spector General of
Forestry at the Minis-
try of Agriculture,
stressed the signifi-
cance of conserving
natural ecosystems
and adopting sustain-
able farming methods.

He pointed out
that carbon credits,
which allow countries
to emit a specified
amount of carbon di-
oxide, hold economic
potential.

Mahmood also
touched on the vital
roles of biodiversity
and forest therapy, pro-
posing that preserving
nature could not only
provide health advan-
tages but also foster a
more robust ecosys-
tem.

Furthermore, he
called for broad
awareness among in-
dustries, policy mak-
ers, and the general
public, emphasizing
the alignment of envi-
ronmental prosperity
with financial and eco-
nomic well-being.

Peter Huang,
Commercial Head at
LTEC International
Agriculture Develop-
ment Co., Ltd., be-
lieves that Chinese
companies are ex-
pected to bring much-
needed capital and
technological know-
how to the Pakistani
farming sector.

He particularly
emphasized the chili
industry, discussing
their plans to improve
farming practices and
productivity.

“Our goal is to as-
sist Pakistan in export-
ing high-quality chili,
with a value of more
than $300 million by
2026."

Huang revealed
that currently, he and
his company are fo-
cusing on providing
better seeds, introduc-
ing advanced farming
practices, and offering
necessary training to
local farmers.

These efforts are
expected to boost the
yield and quality of the
chilis, making them
more competitive in
the international mar-
ket. Maj Gen Tahir
Aslam, Managing Di-
rector and CEO of
FonGrow, noted that
Pakistan's farming
practices are currently
inefficient, particularly
in terms of water and
fertilizer usage.

He emphasized
the need to improve the
quality of seeds, intro-

duce efficient farming
practices, and lever-
age technology and
data to enhance pro-
ductivity.

Furthermore, he
underscored the ne-
cessity for a compre-
hensive modernization
drive within Pakistan's
agricultural landscape.

This extends be-
yond the realm of
mere tractorization to
encompass the imple-
mentation of technol-
ogy-driven farming
models, akin to those
successfully employed
in countries like the
U.S., Canada, and
Australia.

Hafiz Sajjad
Hussain, Head Pro-
curement Fauji Foods
gave special focus to
the dairy sector, where
despite a substantial
animal population, pro-
ductivity remains com-
paratively low.

He emphasized
the pivotal role of ge-
netic enhancement in
boosting productivity,
thereby rendering the
industry more finan-
cially viable and eco-
logically sound.

COLORADO (INP): A US
jury on Thursday con-
victed a white police of-
ficer in the 2019 death of
a Black man who was put
in a chokehold and in-
jected with ketamine dur-
ing his arrest.

The jury in the west-
ern state of Colorado
found Aurora police of-
ficer Randy Roedema
guilty of criminally neg-
ligent homicide in the
death of Elijah McClain,
in a case that sparked
public outrage.

Roedema's  col-
league Jason Rosenblatt
was acquitted.

McClain died sev-

eral days after a struggle
with police, and after be-
ing injected with
ketamine -- a powerful
sedative -- by attending
paramedics. The case
prompted a celebrity-
backed online petition
calling for justice when
the details came to light.

Police had re-
sponded to a call about
a "suspicious" Black
male "acting weird" in
the street and wearing a
ski mask.

One officer said
McClain, who was un-
armed, had reached for
another officer's gun.

No evidence was

produced to support this
claim.

McClain 's  family
told media he had been
out buying iced tea, and
often wore the mask to
stay warm because he
suffered from anemia.

McClain's death oc-
curred months before the
killing of another Black
man, George Floyd, in
Minneapolis  in May
2020, triggered a nation-
wide reckoning over rac-
ism and police brutality.

A third officer who
put 23-year-old McClain
in the chokehold, Nathan
Woodyard, is set to go
on trial in the coming

days, local media re-
ported.

The responding
paramedics -- Peter
Cichuniec and Jeremy
Cooper -- are set for trial
in November, the outlet
said.

"Today's verdict is
about accountability;
everyone is accountable
and equal under the
law," said Colorado At-
torney General Phil
Weiser in the wake of the
jury's finding Thursday.

"Hopefully today’s
verdict is another step in
the healing process for
the Aurora community
and the state."

NEW YORK (INP): Hu-
man Rights Watch
(HRW) on Thursday ac-
cused Israel of using
white phosphorus muni-
tions in its military opera-
tions in Gaza and Leba-
non, saying the use of
such weapons puts civil-
ians at risk of serious and
long-term injury. Asked
for comment on the alle-
gations, Israel’s military
said it was “currently not
aware of the use of weap-
ons containing white
phosphorus in Gaza.” It
did not provide com-
ment on the rights
watchdog’s allegations
of their use in Lebanon.
Israel has been bombard-
ing Gaza in retaliation for

a Hamas rampage in
southern Israeli towns
that killed at least 1,300
people this week. At least
1,500 Palestinians have
been killed. Israel has
also traded barbs with
Lebanon’s Hezbollah
group. Human Rights
Watch said it verified
videos taken in Lebanon
on Oct. 10 and Gaza on
Oct. 11 showing “mul-
tiple airbursts of artillery-
fired white phosphorus
over the Gaza City port
and two rural locations
along the Israel-Leba-
non border”. It provided
links to  two videos
posted on social media
that it said show “155mm
white phosphorus artil-

lery projectiles being
used, apparently  as
smokescreens, marking,
or signaling”. Both show
scenes near the Israel-
Lebanon border, it said.

The group did not
provide links to videos
showing their alleged
use in Gaza. Palestinian
TV channels have
broadcast video in re-
cent days showing thin
plumes of white smoke
lining the sky over Gaza
that they say was caused
by such munitions.

Israel’s military in
2013 said it was phasing
out white phosphorus
smokescreen munitions
used during its 2008-2009
offensive in Gaza, which

drew war crimes allega-
tions from various rights
groups. The military at
the time did not say
whether it would also re-
view use of weaponised
white phosphorus,
which is designed to in-
cinerate enemy posi-
tions. White phospho-
rus munitions can legally
be used on battlefields to
make smoke screens,
generate illumination,
mark targets or burn bun-
kers and buildings. Be-
cause it has legal uses,
white phosphorus is not
banned as a chemical
weapon under interna-
tional conventions, but
it can cause serious
burns and start fires.

AFGHANISTAN: Earthquake victims sit on rubble in Zindajan district of western
Herat province.

ISLAMABAD:  President Dr Arif Alvi conferring the award of Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Military) upon the
Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf, at a special investiture ceremony held at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

RAWALPINDI- Meneging Director of SG Egg group Saad Sadiq,and students hold a bnner during
awareness walk on the eve of World Eeg Day, at Arid Agriculture University in Rawalpindi.

ANKARA: Head of World Aging Council and Ibn Sina Institute, Turkiye and Europe Dr Kamal Aydin,
presenting appointment letter to President Turkish-Pakistan Women's Wing Forum Shabana Ayez
as his media coordinator and representative public relations.
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Cold wave likely to hit Pakistan
from next week

Infrastructure, deregulation and education
key to ICT better future in Pakistan

Speeding trailer runs over fence of
Jam Sadiq Bridge in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): The traf-
fic flow at Karachi’s Jam Sadiq
Bridge is affected as a speed-
ing container crashed into the
bridge’s wall late at night on
Friday, traffic police said.

According to details, the
incident occurred around 2 am
when the speeding trailer ran
over the fence of the bridge
and stuck on it. The police said
the incident reportedly oc-
curred as the driver of the ve-
hicle fell asleep. Due to the ac-
cident, traffic flow is badly af-

fected at Jam Sadiq Bridge.
The traffic police have

called on heavy machinery to
remove the container from the
bridge. The officials said the
vehicle’s fitness would be
checked and if it is proven that
the driver fell asleep, strict ac-
tion would be taken against
him.

Jam Sadiq Bridge is named
after former Sindh chief min-
ister Jam Sadiq Ali. The bridge
was constructed in 1991 and
was inaugurated by the then

provincial minister for housing
and town planning Dr Ishratul
Ebad.

In 2022, then Sindh chief
minister Syed Murad Ali Shah
approved the construction of
the Korangi Crossing Bridge
and Hub Canal rehabilitation
projects.

Murad also greenlighted
the Jam Sadiq Bridge project
and directed the Planning and
Development Department to
prepare a scheme to overhaul
it.

Pakistan's Rupee continues 30-day
winning streak against US Dollar

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Rupee has continued its
winning streak against the US
Dollar in interbank trading and
reached R277.78 with an
uptick by 78 paisas on Friday.

The American currency
has been continuously losing
ground against the local unit
and it has now been the 30th
straight day.

The USD into PKR inter-
bank rates reached Rs277.78
on Friday.

The KSE-100 index con-
tinued its positive trend on the
10th consecutive day and
reached 48953 with an in-
crease of 180 points.

The US dollar saw another
dip against the Pakistani rupee
as it started Thursday's trad-
ing session in the interbank mar-
ket.  The day opened with the
American currency further
shedding 91 paisas in the in-
terbank market to settle at

Rs278.60.  In the open market
also, the dollar lost Re1 to settle
at Rs278.  The greenback saw
this dip in value in exchange
for the Pakistani rupee, follow-
ing the weeks-long trend of the
currency's depreciation in both
the interbank and open mar-
kets.

In the last five weeks, the
US currency has depreciated
by Rs52 in the open market
and Rs28.42 in interbank trade.

On Wednesday, the mighty
dollar dropped to a record low
against the rupee as it fell be-
low the Rs280 mark for the
first time in three months.

At the start of the trading
session on Wednesday morn-
ing, the US dollar fell by 86
paisas in the interbank market
and reached the value of
Rs279.65.  At the time of clos-
ing of the day's trading, the
American currency lost Re1
and closed at Rs279.51.

SNGPL staffers busy in
laying Sui gas pipeline at

Jaranwala Road.
ISLAMABAD (INP): Sui North-
ern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL)
has said that the gas supply will
be temporarily suspended in vari-
ous sectors of Islamabad on Oc-
tober 14 due to replacement of a
gas pipeline.

According to the announce-
ment, the work is scheduled to
commence at 8 a.m. in sector F-8
of Islamabad, where a 6-inch gas
pipeline will be connected to a 10-
inch gas line.

The project is expected to be
completed on the same day, be-
tween 8 a.m. and 10 p.m.

However, as a result of this
maintenance activity, gas supply
will be affected in several sectors,
including F-5, F-6, F-7, F-8, G-5,
G-6, G-7, and G-8.

The impact extends to promi-
nent areas such as the Red Zone,
Secretariat, Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan, Parliament House, Prime
Minister’s House, Presidency,
Blue Area, and other adjoining
consumer zones.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistani
ICT entrepreneurs have recently
called for infrastructure upgrade,
regulation easing and education
uplift to fully unleash the poten-
tial of Pakistan's ICT industry and
sectors closely related to it.

This revelation came from a
panel discussion on Pakistan’s
ICT industry at the Belt and Road
(BRI) Report Publishing Event
held here, according to a report
published by China Economic Net
(CEN),

At the event, a group of four
panelists elaborated on the vital
role of enhanced infrastructure, a
healthy dose of regulation, and
education in ICT in powering
ecommerce, smartphones and
music industry.

Kamran Pervaiz, director of
corporate affairs of Daraz.pk, a
Pakistani ecommerce giant, said
while 2% of the Pakistani retail
sector has gone online, this lags
far behind India and China, which
reaches 50% and 53% respec-
tively.

“We need common infra-
structure… and the Internet to
enable ecommerce,” Kamran
noted, adding that infrastructure

upgrade is more needed in rural
areas.

This view was echoed by
Sufian Ahmad Ch, head of mar-
keting of Xiaomi Pak. “The tech-
nology is not accessible for ev-
eryone, even now more than 50%
of the population doesn't have
access to 4G or doesn 't have
smartphones.”

Syed Muhammad Naqi, CEO
of DCode, a Pakistani smartphone
brand born after Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority’s 2020
policy to promote local manufac-
turing of mobile devices in Paki-
stan.

Syed noted that despite its
relative advantage in software
prowess, Pakistan is plagued by
a lack of hardware and infrastruc-
ture. Once the infrastructure is
ready, “we can do the next level
of CKD (complete knock down),
SKD (semi knock down) and all
the other things.”

Excessive regulation poses
another challenge. “Over-regula-
tion can kill sometimes,” claimed
Yahya Farid Khwaja, CEO of
Freebird Music, a leading music
company in Pakistan.

He shared that Pakistani mu-

sic artists have a 30% market
share in the Indian music indus-
try, but their revenues go to the
Indian government rather than
Pakistan due to unnecessary regu-
lation.

“In order to compete (in the
global stage), and in order to im-
prove our infrastructure, we need
to be regulated a little bit rather
than more regulated,” echoed
Syed.

A lack of technical education
also hurts. Commenting on the
development of the hardware sec-
tor in ICT industry, Syed said that
“We’re lacking hardware
engineers…Your information
technology cannot move forward
without the support of the hard-
ware engineers.”

Organised by the KASB
KTrade Securities to celebrate the
10-year anniversary of the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) and the
China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), the Belt and Road
(BRI) Report Publishing Event
also witnessed participation from
Fawad Hasan Fawad, federal min-
ister for Privatisation of Pakistan,
and Hassan Daud Butt, former
CPEC Head.

KARACHI (INP): A cold
wave will likely grip Pakistan
next week under the impact of
fresh rain and snowfall on
mountains in parts of the coun-
try, the Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD) said in
latest weather advisory.

“A westerly system is
likely to enter upper parts on
13th October (evening/night)
and likely to spread upper/cen-
tral parts on 14th (night),” a
weather advisory issued by the
Met Office stated.

The PMD forecast inter-
mittent rain with wind thunder-
storm in moderate isolated falls
in the upper areas including
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Malakand,
Shangla, Buner, Mansehra,
Kohistan, Abbottabad, Swabi,
Khyber, Mohmand, Bajaur,
Peshawar, Mardan,
Nowshera, Charsadda,
Kurram, Kohat, Hangu,
Orakzai, Bannu, Karak, Lakki
Marwat, Tank, Waziristan and
Dera Ismail Khan from the
evening of October 13 till 17.

Moderate to isolated heavy

falls are expected in Kashmir’s
Neelum valley, Muzaffarabad,
Poonch, Hattian, Bagh, Haveli,
Sudhanoti, Kotli, Bhimber,
Mirpur, and Diamir, Astore,
Ghizer, Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit,
Ghanche, Shigar areas of Gilgit
Baltistan, during the same pe-
riod.

Areas including
Islamabad, Potohar region,
Murree, Galiyat, Sialkot,
Narowal, Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Okara, Gujranwala, Gujrat,
Mandi Bahauddin, Hafizabad,
Sargodha, Khushab,
Noorpurthal, Faisalabad, Toba
Tek Singh, Jhang and Kasur
expected to witness similar
weather conditions from Oc-
tober 13 to 17.

Snowfall over the high
mountains of KP, Kashmir and
GB and isolated hailstorms in
the plains of KP during the fore-
cast period are also expected.

Meanwhile in Sindh and
Balochistan, areas of
Jacobabad, Kashmore,
Shikarpur, Sukkur, Ghotki,
Khairpur, Sanghar and

Umerkot, and Sherani, Musa
Khel, Zhob, Qilla Saifullah,
Loralai, Barkhan, Kohlu, Sibbi,
Bolan, Kalat, Harnai,
Naseerabad, Dera Bugti,
Jaffarabad, Qila Abdullah,
Pishin, Quetta and Ziarat will
receive rain with wind and
thunderstorm on October 17
and 18. Temperatures are
likely to drop significantly.

Moderate to heavy falls
may increase water flows in
local nullahs/streams and may
trigger landslides in the vulner-
able areas of Murree, Galliyat,
Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan,
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Kohistan,
Shangla, Buner, Mansehra &
Abbottabad during the spell.

Heavy rain may generate
urban flooding in Rawalpindi
and Lahore on October 15 and
16.

The Met Office also ad-
vised the farmers to manage
their crop activities accord-
ingly, while tourists and travel-
lers were suggested to remain
cautious during the forecast
period.

GAZA: People stand near a building destroyed by Israeli bombardment in al-Shati
refugee camp in Gaza City.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar offers fateha and lays floral wreath at
the grave of former commandant of FC, Shaheed Sifwat Ghayur.

ISLAMABAD:  Shahaid Ashraf Tarar Caretaker Minister For Maritime calls on Chief of Naval Staff
Admiral Naveed Ashraf at Naval Headquater.

ISLAMABAD. Chief Minister Gilgit Baltistan Haji Gulbar Khan in a meeting with Governor Gilgit
Baltistan Syed Mehdi Shah at his office.

PM Kakar rules out talks with TTP, vows to
wipe out anti-state elements

PESHAWAR (INP): Care-
taker Prime Minister (PM)
Anwaarul Haq Kakar on Fri-
day ruled out any talks with
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), reaffirming his commit-
ment to wipe out all the anti-
state elements from the coun-
try, ARY News reported.

Talking to journalists in
Peshawar, the caretaker prime
minister said that state of Pa-
kistan was powerful enough to
fight Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) even for next 100
years.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Azam Khan and Governor
Haji Ghulam Ali accompanied
the prime minister.

Asked what were the im-
pediments in talks with TTP, the
prime minister said the biggest
obstacle was that no one was
willing to talk to them. “We
don’t have any intention to talk
with TTP,” he said, adding that
writ of the state will be estab-
lished at all costs.

Pakistan has seen an
uptick in terror activities, es-
pecially in KP and Balochistan,
after the outlawed Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended
its ceasefire with the govern-
ment in November.

Rubbishing the notion of
any registered Afghan refu-

gees being expelled from Pa-
kistan, the prime minister said
only the foreigners living ille-
gally in Pakistan were being
ousted.

He said through such mea-
sures, Pakistan did not want to
undermine its relationship with
Afghanistan rather desired to
have the ties based on interna-
tional standards in which the
movement of the people would
be subject to the visas.

PM Kakar said as the ille-
gal residents had no registra-
tion in Pakistan’s database, the
state was unable to distinguish
between those playing a pro-
ductive role in the society and
the criminals. He clarified that
the expulsion of illegal residents
was not out of any vengeance
rather the state wanted to rid
the country of those causing
social ills as well as the becom-
ing a challenge of terrorism and
crimes.

Asked about the fate of
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo
Nawaz Sharif on his return, the
prime minister said the govern-
ment would act as per the law.

Regarding the general
elections, PM Kakar said the
caretaker setup would play its
role in accordance with the
Election Commission of
Pakistan’s decision of an-

nouncing the final date for polls.
Commenting on the eco-

nomic situation, the premier
said with the depreciation of
dollar, the country’s loans had
been reduced by Rs4000 bil-
lion besides impacting the
prices of petroleum products,
sugar, ghee and other eatables.
All this is going to provide re-
lief to the people, but it is not
being duly highlighted, he
added. To another query, PM
Kakar reiterated that all the
political parties registered with
the Election Commission would
be allowed to go into the elec-
toral process and in case of any
complaint, the PM Office
could be approached.

Earlier, talking to a delega-
tion of Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, reit-
erated that the sacrifices of the
soldiers could never be paid in
form of salaries instead, the
reverence and dignity also
promised by Allah Almighty
was their due reward.

The prime minister, who
was on first visit to Peshawar
after assuming the office, as-
sured the business community
to address their genuine issues
through consultation.

He also lauded his cabinet
as “capable and dedicated”
people who were serving the
country within their mandate.


