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Quetta Video Scandal: Key Accused Convicted for Making
Immoral Videos of 200 Victims Girls

Syed Ali Shah:
A local court in Quetta convicted a key accused
involved in the making of immoral and illicit videos
of 200 victim girls the other day.

Hidayat Khilji Sentenced
to Six Years in Prison:
Police sources said the court sentenced

Hidayat Khilji, the key accused in the famous Quetta
Video Scandal to six years of rigorous imprison-
ment and a fine of Rs. 1 million.

Khalilullah Khilji also
Convicted and Fined:
Khilji’s brother, Khalilullah Khilji was also

awarded an imprisonment of 3 years in the same
case, police said. He was fined Rs.5 lakh in the case.

It was a high-profile video scandal in the his-
tory of not only Quetta but Balochistan, but none
of the affected girls came forward as witnesses, by
working hard, we were able to get these accused to
be punished by the court, the Investigation Officer
of this high-profile case told Daily Quetta Voice. He
requested anonymity because of the sensitivity of
the matter.

The famous Quetta Video Scandal came into
the limelight when a mother approached the police
station for the registration of a case against the
accused for making immoral videos of her daughter
in December 2021.

Anonymity Requested by
Investigation Officer:
On the condition of anonymity, he told the

Daily Quetta Voice that although none of the vic-

The official said that the accused used to call
the girls to them from various sources and give them
drugs and then blackmail them by making highly
objectionable videos and pictures of them after un-
consciousness.

Victims Lured and Black-
mailed:

“Though hundreds of videos were recovered
from the accused, our investigation revealed that
they had made around 200 objectionable videos of
girls, he revealed.”

Exemplary Punishment
Advocated:

Organizations working to protect human rights,
including women’s rights, and social workers have
described the punishment given to the accused as
insufficient. “This is insufficient, the accused had
to be given exemplary punishment”, Hameeda
Hazara, a woman, and human rights activist said,
observing reservations about the judgment.

What was revealed in the investigation of the
video scandal, which is considered to be the most
high-profile in the history of Balochistan, will be
mentioned later, but first of all, how did the video
scandal come to light?

Protests for Stricter Sen-
tencing:

Various human and women rights groups had
staged protest demonstrations to mount pressure
on the police to award exemplary and strict punish-
ment to the accused involved in the scandal.

tim girls came forward as witnesses, we pre-
sented enough evidence in the court on the basis
of which they were convicted of the crime.

Convictions Without Wit-
ness Testimonies:

“We tried our level best to get the accused punished

in the case”, the Investigation Officer mentioned.
The two accused who were convicted in this scan-

dal were brothers, one of whom was sentenced to six
years in prison and a fine of Rs 10 lakh and the other to
three years in prison and a fine of Rs 5 lakh.

Origins of the Quetta
Video Scandal:

CM Balochistan: Afghan Refugees Welcome with Travel
Documents, No Entry Ban

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Ali Mardan Domki, the Caretaker Chief
Minister of Balochistan, has affirmed that Afghan
nationals with proper travel documents are wel-
comed in the region, dispelling rumors of an entry
ban. He made this announcement during a meeting
with senior journalists at the CM Secretariat, em-
phasizing the importance of legal entry through the
Pak-Afghan border in Chaman.

“We stand for respectful migra-
tion of refugees”, Domki said
Mr. Domki also stated his commitment to tack-

ling corruption within the immigration process,
pledging to take action against police officials in-
volved in extorting bribes from illegal immigrants.

Administrative shortcomings in
Turbat incident observed

Addressing the recent tragic incident in Turbat,
the CM expressed his determination to bring the
perpetrators of the terrorist attack to justice. He ac-
knowledged administrative shortcomings in the pro-
tection of six laborers who were brutally murdered
in Turbat and directed the local administration to
ensure the proper registration of laborers in the fu-

ture.

144 imposed in Quetta to present
blockade of Red Zone: CM
In response to the imposition of article 144 in

Quetta city, CM Domki clarified that the decision
was made to prevent the repeated blockade of the
Red Zone, housing the Governor’s House and CM
House, to avoid disruptions due to protests. He
underlined that this move was not politically moti-
vated but intended to ensure public safety.

Caretaker PM and COAS mak-
ing efforts to imporve economy

Furthermore, Mr. Domki praised the federal
government’s reduction of petroleum prices, con-
sidering it a significant relief for the general public.
He commended Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar ul
Haq Kakar and Chief of Army Staff General Syed
Asim Munir for adopting pro-poor policies aimed at
bolstering the nation’s economy. The Caretaker
Chief Minister highlighted the unprecedented ef-
forts against smuggling in the country and reaf-
firmed his commitment to eradicating this issue. “Our
mandate is fair and transparent elections”, the CM
concluded.

Chaman Pickup Datsun Union Association Protests
Against Customs

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

CHAMAN: In a show of solidarity, the Chaman Pickup
Datsun Union Association brought traffic on the Quetta-
Chaman inter-highway to a standstill at Gurang, demand-
ing the fulfillment of their long-standing demands. De-
spite prolonged negotiations held late into the night, the
talks failed to yield a resolution. They were protesting
against Customs officials and leveled serious allegations
against them.

Assistant Commissioner Zohaib Khan, along with
Risaldar Jahangir Khan and Dafdar Gur Khan, represent-
ing the Chaman administration, engaged in discussions
with the Pickup Datsun Union Association leaders. The
union leaders expressed their frustration, highlighting that
they had been given assurances for the past two years.

The union leaders stressed that they relied on em-
ployment opportunities at the Pak-Afghan border to sup-
port their families, and high-ranking customs officials

had promised them the green light to resume loading the
following day. Feeling let down and disrespected, they
made it clear that their protest was solely directed against
the customs regulations. They firmly asserted that they
would not allow cargo trucks to resume operation until
their demands were met, vowing to continue their pro-
test. The livelihoods of their children are intricately linked
to the border activities, and they called for the customs
authorities to either address their concerns or provide
alternative employment opportunities for their families.

The Pickup Datsun Union Association’s determina-
tion to advocate for their members’ rights continues to
disrupt the critical Quetta-Chaman inter-highway, em-
phasizing the significance of resolving their issues
promptly. This ongoing protest serves as a stark reminder
of the importance of addressing the concerns of these
vital labor force contributors.

WHO says only 24 hours left for aid to enter Gaza
before ‘catastrophe’ as Israeli strikes intensify

GAZA:The Gaza Strip has only “24 hours of water,
electricity and fuel left”, the regional head of the
United Nations’ World Health Organisation said on
Monday, as Israeli forces kept up their bombard-
ment of the Palestinian enclave.

If aid is not allowed into the besieged territory,
doctors will have to “prepare death certificates for
their patients,” WHO regional director for the east-
ern Mediterranean, Ahmed al-Mandhari, said in an
interview with AFP.

Israel stopped piping water to Gazans as part
of a siege imposed to stop food and fuel from reach-
ing the enclave of 2.3 million people, many poor and
dependent on aid in response to a surprise Hamas
offensive on October 7 that left 1,300 Israelis dead,
according to officials.

After it suffered the deadliest attack in its his-
tory, Israel unleashed a relentless bombing cam-
paign on the Gaza Strip. The health ministry in Gaza
said around 2,750 people have been killed and 9,700
wounded while, according to the UN, one million
have been displaced. Power outages threaten to
cripple life-support systems, from seawater desali-

nation plants to food refrigeration and hospital in-
cubators. Even everyday functions — from going
to the toilet, showering and washing clothes — are
almost impossible, locals say.

With emergency responders overwhelmed,
doctors working around the clock and a dire lack of
space, “bodies cannot be properly taken care of”,
Mandhari said. Overcrowding has paralysed hos-
pitals, where “intensive care units, operating rooms,
emergency services and other wings” are all on the
brink of collapse, he said. Israeli Energy Minister
Israel Katz on Sunday said water supplies to south-
ern Gaza had been switched back on, a week after
Israel announced a “complete siege” cutting water,
power and fuel supplies to the territory where it
wants to crush Hamas. Depriving civilians of goods
essential for survival is banned under international
law, the UN human rights chief has said. During the
air and artillery bombardment, the WHO has re-
corded 111 medical facilities targeted, 12 health care
workers killed and 60 ambulances bombed — in vio-
lation of both “international law and the principles
of humanity”, Mandhari said. NEWS DESK
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Regressive overlaps
By Umair Javed:

Meet the press
By Muna Khan:

Out of the box
By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

OF late, there has been
a rapid growth of think
tanks in Pakistan. These
organisations carry out
policy-related research
and are a platform for
dialogue to facilitate in-
formed decision-making.
The growing community
of think tanks in Pakistan
is linked to the larger
global research commu-
nity. According to the
Global Go To Think Tank
Report 2020, published
by the Think Tank and
Civil Society Programme
(TTCSP) of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania,
there are 11,175 think
tanks in the world, more
than half of them in North
America and Europe.
The US has 1,872, the
highest number for any
country, according to
Statista, a global data
and business intelli-
gence platform. Wash-
ington, DC, alone houses
397. While some US think
tanks have a longer his-
tory like the Carnegie En-
dowment for Interna-
tional Peace (established
in 1910) and the
Brookings Institution
(1916), 58 per cent of
American think tanks
were founded in the last
25 years, according to
TTCSP’s programme di-

rector, Prof McGann.
Asia is catching up,

as manifested by a dra-
matic rise in the number
of think tanks since the
dawn of the 21st century.
Some have become
iconic names in the re-
search community, such
as the China Institutes
of Contemporary Inter-
national Relations,
which is a composite of
15 institutes, and India’s
Observation Research
Foundation.

In Pakistan, most
think tanks are spon-
sored by the govern-
ment while some operate
with assistance from in-
stitutional or private do-
nors, exercising consid-
erable autonomy. The
new trend is for Paki-
stani universities to es-
tablish research insti-
tutes as an integral part
of their academic
programmes. Most think
tanks in Pakistan deal
with strategic studies,
while some focus on
sectoral issues. As else-
where in the world, in-
put from think tanks is
increasingly engaging
the attention of public
policy practitioners in
Pakistan. The Brookings
Institution published a
book titled The Fifth Es-
tate: Think Tanks, Pub-

lic Policy, and Gover-
nance in 2016, arguing
that think tanks consti-
tute the fifth estate, the
other four being the
clergy, nobility, labour,
and the press.

However, in Paki-
stan, academia and the
research community of-
ten complain that their
research work is not be-
ing utilised by the gov-
ernment to reform public
policies, while govern-
ment functionaries feel
their time is spent mostly
firefighting and handling
the information overload
rather than benefiting
from the research
community’s creative
work. They also don’t
find research products
created by academia at-
tractive enough because
most research papers are
voluminous and follow
tedious research meth-
odologies. Think tanks
are, therefore, increas-
ingly producing short
and understandable
policy briefs to get infor-
mation “in the right form,
in the right hands, at the
right time.

”, thus effectively
influencing public policy,
a key aim for them. In that
sense, they are a useful
bridge between the gov-
ernment and academia.

I KNOW what hap-
pened with the ‘forced’
interviews that recently
ran on TV.

I know the circum-
stances that led to them,
what happened in the
studio, who was/wasn’t
there and how they were
aired. Trust me. Except
… you won’t. Only my
family will believe me and
maybe whatever friends
I have left, since many
have crossed to the other
side. They say the same
about me. This is the
price we pay for living in
a polarised society. I’m
sure the polarity has im-
pacted you — perhaps
your family and friends’
circle no longer see eye
to eye post-2013 election
or the dharna(s) or the
2018 election or the vote
of no-confidence.

There’s been a shift
somewhere in the last 10
years and the gulf be-
tween us and our loved
ones has widened. It’s
hard to talk to the other
side without it going
nuclear within minutes.
We are too attached to
‘our own’ truths, a sin-
gular version of the truth
somehow got buried
with the rise of Big Tech
and social media.

Trust in institutions

has eroded, too.
This includes the

media — a phrase which
now encompasses
TikTok influencers, TV
anchors, vloggers etc. I
think it’s time to make a
clear distinction between
the press and the media.
The job of the press is to
hold the powerful to ac-
count, not do their dirty
bidding as we’ve seen
these past few decades.
Social media users be-
lieve the strong-arm tac-
tics currently on display
in the form of ‘forced’
televised interviews
have destroyed press
credibility. This suggests
journalism was thriving
under previous govern-
ments.

The ‘media’s’ muted
response to Reporters
Sans Frontiers naming
Imran Khan a press free-
dom predator in 2021
does not change how his
government muzzled the
press.

The PTI’s troll army
vilified anyone who they
labelled “anti-army, anti-
state and anti-Khan” ac-
cording to RSF. We know
who has profited from
the ghaddari labelling
factory.

Something has to
give. Journalists may
have crossed ethical lines

in a bid to get higher rat-
ings but now they seem
to be crossing to a whole
other side to curry
favours with the power-
ful. Maybe they feel
there’s no choice since
the news industry isn’t
doing well financially.
Just like I advocate for a
rethink on political sys-
tems, I’d like to advocate
the same for the press.

I revisited Paul
Weaver’s News and the
Culture of Lying: How
Journalism Really Works,
nearly 20 years after it
was published to see if
there were any lessons
that could be applied to-
day. His premise is that
the news industry dis-
torts the true nature of
news events and twists
audiences’ view of real-
ity.

The media creates
an “artificial sense of
permanent emergency”.

The press reports
“the competing propa-
ganda of the conflicting
interests but largely ne-
glects the substance of
the issue in conflict”.

He called for the
press to realign itself
with its audience, not
advertisers and to report
on matters of public in-
terest, not crisis-ori-
ented ones.

How did the media
veer from its style of re-
porting on government
matters? Joseph Pulitzer
is often credited as cre-
ating a template of the
modern newspaper after
he bough t New York
World in 1883. Prior to
that, stories about gov-
ernment action read like
“minutes of a board
meeting”, wrote the
Harvard Business Re-
view. Pulitzer changed it
by “ turning news ar-
ticles into stories with a
plot, actors in conflict,
and colourful details”.
He added drama with
“blaring headlines, big
pictures and eye-catch-
ing graphics”.

Journalism thus be-
came “emotional rather
than rational, immediate
rather than considered,
and sensational rather
than informative”. But it
also made his paper suc-
cessful and others fol-
lowed suit. “The press
became a stage on which
the actions of govern-
ment were a series of
dramas,”

wrote the Harvard
Business Review. The
demand has risen with
digital media and then
social media which pub-
lishes/ disseminates the
news but not the truth.

Or the truth as it sees it.
We know the press has
the power to  change
perceptions but things
get murky when drama-
driven perceptions are
presented as reality.

I believe more
people see through it
now and it explains why
they don’t trust the news
industry, or the govern-
ment or other institu-
tions. Since 2010, trust in
the Pakistani media’s in-
tegrity and honesty has
decreased by 15 per cent
reported Gallup Pakistan
in July 2022. Weaver said
the press’ failure is that
“it has become a victim
of the man-bites-dog
syndrome”.

His remedy was for
journalists to cover “less
politics, more sub-
stance; less on person-
alities, more on institu-
tions”. So much has
changed in the way we
disseminate and con-
sume news since he
wrote this book but his
advice is relevant today.
A reorientation to prac-
tising the values of jour-
nalism will help bring au-
diences back to the
press, which needs to
show.

it is more than ca-
pable to report on the
real world.

Balochistan Health Card Program: A Game-Changer
for Universal Healthcare Access

Manzoor Ahmed Magsi:

B a l o c h i s t a n ,
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince in terms of land area,
is committed to enhanc-
ing the quality of life and
delivering vital services
to its widely dispersed
population. Healthcare
and education are piv-
otal in this endeavor.

The Balochistan
Health Card Program, re-
cently approved by the
provincial cabinet, is a re-
markable stride towards
achieving Universal
Health Coverage and
providing essential
healthcare services to
the people of
Balochistan.
1:Addressing Criti-
cal Healthcare
Needs: Health is a fun-
damental right and a cru-
cial aspect of life. The
remote rural areas of
Balochistan are in dire

need of improved
healthcare facilities.
Timely and strategic plan-
ning is essential to ensure
access to medical treat-
ment and uplift the stan-
dard of living for its resi-
dents.
2:Key Milestones of the
Program: The
Balochistan Health Card
Program has already
achieved significant mile-
stones.

It has partnered with
the National Database
and Registration Author-
ity (NADRA) to estab-
lish a command center
and a central Manage-
ment Information System
(MIS).

This ensures effi-
cient data verification
services and support for
the health card program.
3:Comprehensive
Coverage: One of the
most inspiring aspects of

this program is its
inclusivity. It aims to
provide free treatment
facilities up to 10 lakh
rupees to every resident
of Balochistan, regard-
less of their dwelling
place. Every family
across the province’s 37
districts will benefit from
this program, with ac-
cess to free healthcare
services in 1200 hospi-
tals nationwide.
4:Accessibility and
Convenience: To
further enhance accessi-
bility, a 24/7 helpline
(0800-01001) has been
established, and facility
desks will be set up in
every hospital. Real-time
data and an effective
monitoring system will
ensure efficient service
delivery.

Remarkably, every
resident’s national iden-
tity card in Balochistan

will now double as their
health card.
5:Positive Public
Response: The intro-
duction of the health
card scheme, offering
free treatment to the un-
derprivileged, has gar-
nered widespread appre-
ciation from the people.
This program offers
treatment facilities up to
one million rupees in any
government or private
hospital.
6 : B al o c h i s ta n ’s
Healthcare Jour-
ney: Balochistan is de-
termined to improve
healthcare access for
every citizen, regardless
of their location or eco-
nomic status.

The Balochistan
Health Card Program is
a testament to the
province’s commitment
to ensuring that every
citizen receives the

healthcare they deserve.
The Balochistan

Health Card Program is a
transformative step to-
wards achieving Univer-
sal Health Coverage in
the province.

Its comprehensive
coverage, accessibility,
and inclusivity make it a
game-changer in the
healthcare sector.
Balochistan is on a path
to ensure that every citi-
zen receives the
healthcare they deserve,
marking a journey of de-
termination and innova-
tive solutions in the pur-
suit of improved
healthcare access.

This writer is a
former Press Secretary to
Chief Minister
Balochistan and cur-
rently working as Assis-
tant Director of Public
Relations at the Govern-
ment of Balochistan

THE news cycle is
dominated by the esca-
lation of violence in
south Israel and Gaza. It
should be labelled an
escalation, rather than
an eruption, because life
in Gaza is already
characterised by persist-
ing Israeli violence and
the inhumane treatment
of two million Palestin-
ians.

Hamas is the ag-
gressor in this instance
if one cordons off events
of the preceding week.
Its attacks on civilians
have been rightly con-
demned far and wide. But
this instance cannot be
understood without
looking at the brutal his-
tory of Israeli violence
and apartheid-creating
occupation that
stretches back several
decades.

The reaction of
governments, media
organisations, and large
segments of the popula-
tion in the West is en-
tirely in line with their
record of sustaining Is-
raeli coercion in the re-
gion. Most Western
states have come out in
unequivocal support of
Israel, citing its right to
defend itself, while ig-
noring the heavy cost
borne by civilians in
Gaza.

A second type of
response characterises
liberal advocates in dif-
ferent parts of the world.
Here the focus is on con-
demnation of atrocities
by both sides, encour-
agement of ‘non-violent’
forms of resistance, and
a belated advocacy for
humanitarian support.

This type of re-

sponse checks  many
boxes but it frequently
slips into a more insidi-
ous type of equivalence.
This both side-ism some-
how divides the respon-
sibility of violence
equally between two oth-
erwise entirely un-
matched and structurally
hierarchical sides, and
removes the history of
the conflict from the
equation.

Therefore, earnest
and well-meaning calls
for an end to the ‘cycle
of violence’ in the region
need to come with the
caveat that the cycle is
not some abstract, time-
less occurrence. Rather
settler occupation and
IDF violence remain both
its points of historical
origin and present-day
momentum.

One can understand
the need for fair docu-
mentation practices on
part of human rights
organisations and jour-
nalists, who have an oc-
cupational obligation to
report on issues of vio-
lence.

Human rights prac-
titioners, in particular, are
bound by international
codes and norms, which
rightfully prioritise the
safety of civilians (espe-
cially women and chil-
dren). But far too much
of the coverage remains
fixated on the fleeting
violence encountered by
one population, and not
enough on the perennial
one encountered by the
other.

A particularly vile
and notable overlap
that’s emerged in  the
coverage of this conflict
is between the hardliner
pro-Israel position and

the Indian mainstream
political, media, and
online right-wing eco-
system. Prominent, main-
stream Indian journalists
have already dedicated
considerable bandwidth
to acts of violence by
Hamas, while minimising
and rationalising what’s
happening in Gaza as a
suitable response.

In a particularly
egregious example, one
Indian television journal-
ist was found regurgitat-
ing unsu-bstantiated re-
ports (likely hardliner
propaganda) about the
treatment of women at
the hands of Ha--m----as
fighters. There was no
verification provided
and the tweets were
picked up and broadcast
to mil---lions of people
by other right-wing ac-
counts on X (formerly
Twitter), including those
based in the US.

The wholesale em-
brace of an uncritical
pro-Israeli position by
the Indian media can be
explained, in part, by the
larger embrace of Israel
by the BJP government.

Defence and strate-
gic ties between the two
countries continue to
grow, in  part
undergirded by shared
worldviews and the
brand of populist politics
practised by Benjamin
Netanyahu and
Narendra Modi.
Resultantly, mainstream
Indian media, which
rarely deviates from stat-
ist positions on foreign
policy and security is-
sues, falls in line as well.

What deserves a bit
more exploration is the
outpouring of support
for Israel by the online

Indian right-wing/ na-
tionalist/ Hindutva eco-
system. Most pro-Israel
statements on various
social media platforms
find wide amplification
and support from Indian
accounts. Oftentimes,
these responses, osten-
sibly from users in India,
far outnumber re-
sponses from any other
part of the world.

Going by the dis-
course on X, Israelis do
not appear to be asking
Indians for their support
or solidarity. In fact, they
rarely acknowledge
these responses, relying
instead on usual bases
of support among West-
ern outlets. This, how-
ever, has not stopped
right-wing Indians from
chiming in with their un-
solicited rejection of
Hamas or the larger Pal-
estinian cause.

This support can
likely be explained as the
outcome of two con-
nected issues in Indian
politics and society. The
first is the general cel-
ebration of militant na-
tionalism and strong-
man politics, which
while always present in
Indian public life, is now
the dominant strain
since the resurgence of
the BJP in the past de-
cade.

The trend of viru-
lent nationalism, ie, one
that stresses military
assertiveness, is usually
reserved for Akhand
Bharat fantasies but is
now being deployed for
various international
causes as well. It is also
the same trend that while
demonstrating support
for Israel also generates
a great deal of venera-

tion for Hitler.
The second issue is

far more prosaic and
easier to document. This
outpouring of online
support for Israel is the
outcome of deeply en-
trenched anti-Muslim
sentiment that
characterises the politics
of the ruling party and its
supporters.

Hamas, as an Islam-
ist militant group, makes
for an easy target for the
Hindutva crowd, who
cite it as a logical culmi-
nation of any type of
Muslim politics.

Several prominent
accounts in this ecosys-
tem go as far as suggest-
ing that the Israeli bomb-
ing of Gaza is the only
valid one when it comes
to dealing with the ‘M’
problem.

This interplay be-
tween global events and
domestic factors in India
is worrying for several
reasons. It provides fur-
ther fodder for the right-
wing in  India to
marginalise an already
marginalised Muslim
population as well as any
who speak in their
favour. It also, by sheer
force of numbers, creates
a global information en-
vironment that expands
the space for militant na-
tionalism and regressive
politics. As this example
shows, empowered and
aggressive right-wing
segments in many coun-
tries are finding common
cause on a number of
cultural and global is-
sues. And consequently,
the space for progres-
sive resolution to a large
number of conflicts and
issues is likely to reduce
even further.

Beyond ‘restraint’
By Huma Yusuf:

CHINA last week is-
sued a statement on the
Israel-Palestine war, call-
ing, noncommittally, for
restraint on all sides and
an end to hostilit ies.
There was no condem-
nation of Hamas’s atroci-
ties or of Israel’s re-
sponse against Gaza’s
civilian population. This
is the latest example of
Chinese non-interfer-
ence and a manifestation
of its Global Civilisation
Initiative (GCI), Beijing’s
latest strategic push that
could in the long run
have more influence on
its allies, including Paki-
stan, than the much-
touted BRI. China has in
the past called for Pales-
tinian statehood, and
even in last week’s state-
ments evoked the two-
state solution as the only
way out of the Israel-Pal-
estine quagmire. At the
same time, Israel and
China have in recent
years deepened eco-
nomic and political ties,
with China in 2021-22 re-
placing the US as Israel’s
main source of imports.
China’s role in the diplo-
matic rapprochement be-
tween Iran and Saudi
Arabia also had a bear-
ing on Israeli political
calculations vis-à-vis
Beijing: it had manoeu-
vred itself into a position
to influence Israeli secu-
rity.

China’s forays into
the Middle East may

have been part of its Glo-
bal Security Initiative,
launched in 2022, in an
effort to rebalance the
international world or-
der, tipping power away
from the US and other
Western countries to-
wards China and Russia.
But Beijing’s choice not
to speak out forcefully
against either Hamas or
Israel is a reflection of its
GCI, introduced in
March this year, which
privileges state-defined
values over those —
such as human rights —
that have been posited
in global governance as
universal. The GCI is a
direct critique of West-
ern efforts to implement
a world order according
to Westernised norms,
particularly the absolut-
ism around human
rights and democracy.

The GCI instead ac-
knowledges “peace, de-
velopment, equity, jus-
tice, democracy and free-
dom” as “common aspi-
rations” rather than fun-
damental rights. China
argues that these issues
and the way they are
embedded in states and
societies are ‘relative’,
rooted in local history
and culture, and cannot
be universally  man-
dated. In a dig against
the US in particular,
which for years tried to
impose its values of de-
mocracy and human
rights — forcefully, if
necessary, despite the

ironies — the Chinese do
not believe in imposing
one country’s models on
another. Many interna-
tional observers have
understood the GCI as a
way for the Chinese gov-
ernment to justify why it
won’t condemn or at-
tempt to  stop bad
behaviour, whether that
be human rights viola-
tions within or beyond
its borders or state con-
duct in conflict sce-
narios. The idea of rela-
tivism offers Beijing a
way out: a conceptually
and strategically
grounded ability to dis-
miss egregious acts as
culturally and contextu-
ally rooted, and therefore
indigenous and worthy
of respect rather than dis-
ruption. And so despite
the challenges of balanc-
ing engagement in the
Middle East context,
China will try, its GSI and
GCI flags waving over
its effort. These initia-
tives are unlikely to get
centre stage at the Third
Belt and Road Forum for
International Coopera-
tion taking place in
Beijing.

This meeting will
laud the achievements of
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive, of which CPEC was
a major pillar, and which
is celebrating its 10th an-
niversary. The gathering
is expected to look ahead
to a new era for BRI,
which is  more green,
more inclusive.

Lost potential: Exploring the plight of
out of school children in Balochistan

EDITORIAL:
Despite the allocation of more than 90 billion rupees for the education sector in
the budget for the year 2023-24, still more than 2 million children are out of
school in Balochistan. Much has been said and repeated promises have been
made by successive governments, nevertheless, the number of out-of-school
children has grown. The alarming rise of out-of-school children means the
potential of a generation is lost and the future of out-of-school children is at
stake.

The number of enrolled students in government schools is 1,119,925, the
report mentioned. The students studying in private schools are in addition to
this. However, no data about the private schools’ enrollment is available.

Balochistan’s Silent Crisis
The province has not conducted any survey to assess the learning qual-

ity of students studying in over 15,000 government-run primary, middle and
high schools across Balochistan. As per a confidential report obtained by
Daily Quetta Voice, still over 2 million children are out of school. It has been
evident that the law and order situation always overshadows the education
issue.

Caretaker Education Minister Balochistan, Qadir Bakhsh Baloch revealed
that there was no toilet facility in 5716 government-run schools of the prov-
ince. Such data has been repeatedly shared by every new education minister.
Enough is enough, the rulers must go beyond statements and translate their
words into action.

Breaking the chains of illiteracy
The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46 percent as per statistics obtained

from the education department with 61 percent male and 29 percent female. If
our government and policymakers are committed to breaking the chains of
illiteracy, then, they have to make sure the enrollment of every child in school
and every teacher in class. This strategy offers the panacea to this alarming
problem. Children of Balochistan also deserve better and the government must
launch a practical education emergency to enroll all out-of-school children in
the province. Otherwise, the impact of out-of-school children is huge for the
country and nation.
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Gaza braces for Israeli ground assault, fears
of conflict spreading grow

Admin double standard; allows PML-N to hold
public meeting at Minar-e-Pakistan Poor Palestinians facing unabated Israel ag-

gression: Jalil Abbas Jilani

ISRAEL (INP): Israeli
troops prepared on Sun-
day for a ground assault
on the Hamas-controlled
Gaza Strip as the coun-
try hit back for an un-
precedented assault on
its territory, and Iran
warned of “far-reaching
consequences” if
Israel’s bombardment
was not stopped. Israel
responded by subject-
ing Gaza to the most in-
tense bombardment it
has ever seen, putting
the enclave, home to 2.3
million Palestinians, un-
der total siege and de-
stroying much of its in-
frastructure. The ex-
pected ground assault
had not begun by the
early hours of Sunday.
Gaza authorities said
more than 2,200 people
have been killed, a quar-
ter of them children, and
nearly 10,000 wounded.
Rescue workers
searched desperately for
survivors of nighttime
air raids. One million
people had reportedly
left their homes. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s govern-
ment also told Lebanese
militant group Hezbollah
not to start a war on a
second front, threaten-
ing the “destruction of
Lebanon” if it did. Iran’s
mission go the United
Nations warned late on
Saturday that if Israel’s
“war crimes and geno-
cide” were not halted im-
mediately, “the situation

could spiral out of con-
trol” and have far-reach-
ing consequences.

Both Hamas and
Hezbollah are backed by
Iran. Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh met with Iran’s
foreign minister on Sat-
urday in Qatar, where
they discussed the Pal-
estinian group’s attack
in Israel “and agreed to
continue cooperation”
to achieve the group’s
goals, Hamas said in a
statement. U.S. President
Joe Biden and other
world leaders warned
against any country
broadening the conflict.
And international orga-
nizations and aid groups
urged calm and pressed
Israel to allow humani-
tarian assistance to get
through. In New York,
Russia asked the U.N.
Security Council to vote
on Monday on a draft
resolution on the Israel-
Hamas conflict that calls
for a humanitarian
ceasefire and condemns
violence against civil-
ians and all acts of ter-
rorism. On Saturday,
Biden called Netanyahu
and, while reiterating
“unwavering” support
for Israel, discussed in-
ternational coordination
to ensure innocent civil-
ians have access to wa-
ter, food and medical
care. Biden also spoke
with Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas,
who stressed the urgent
need to allow urgent hu-

manitarian aid corridors
in Gaza. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense said the
Eisenhower aircraft car-
rier strike group would
start moving towards the
Eastern Mediterranean
to join another carrier
strike group already
there. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said it was
“part of our effort to de-
ter hostile actions
against Israel or any ef-
forts toward widening
this war following
Hamas’s attack on Is-
rael.” On Friday, the Is-
raeli military told resi-
dents of the northern
half of the Gaza Strip,
which includes the
enclave’s biggest settle-
ment, Gaza City, to move
south immediately. On
Saturday, it said it would
guarantee the safety of
Palestinians fleeing on
two main roads until 4:00
p.m. (1300 GMT). Troops
were massing as the
deadline passed. Hamas
told people not to leave
and says roads out are
unsafe. It said dozens of
people were killed in
strikes on cars and trucks
carrying refugees on Fri-
day, which could not in-
dependently verify.
Some residents said they
would not leave, remem-
bering the “Nakba,” or
“catastrophe,” when
many Palestinians were
forced from their homes
during the 1948 war that
accompanied Israel’s
creation.

“They are striking
us but we are not going
to leave our homes and
we will not be dis-
placed,” said Shaheen,
sitting at home with her
grandchildren facing re-
lentless Israeli bombard-
ment and shortages of
bread, drinking water
and power. Israel says
Hamas is  preventing
people from leaving in
order to use them as hu-
man shields, which
Hamas denies. The Pal-
estinian Health Ministry
said early on Sunday that
300 people, mostly chil-
dren and women, had
been killed, and 800 oth-
ers had been injured in
Gaza during the last 24
hours. The only route
out of Gaza not under
Israeli control was a
checkpoint with Egypt at
Rafah. Egypt officially
says its side is open, but
traffic has been halted
for days because of Is-
raeli strikes. Egyptian
security sources said the
Egyptian side is being
reinforced and Cairo has
no intention of accept-
ing a mass influx of refu-
gees. A U.S. State De-
partment official said the
United States was work-
ing to open the crossing
to let some people out,
and had been in touch
with Palestinian-Ameri-
cans who want to leave
Gaza. Washington later
said it had told its citi-
zens to try to reach the
crossing.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Foreign Minis-
ter Jalil Abbas Jilani on
Sunday condemned the
siege of Gaza as the poor
Palestinians were facing
unabated Israel aggres-
sion and had been with-
out water, food and
power, leading to a se-
vere human crisis. Ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence, the foreign minis-
ter said Israel should re-
spect and implement the
international laws, the
United Nations Security
Council and the Organi-
zation of the Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) resolu-
tions over the Palestin-
ians’ rights to self-deter-
mination for an indepen-
dent state. He said that
an emergency and ex-
traordinary meeting of
the Executive Committee
of the OIC would be held
in Jeddah on October 18
to discuss the ongoing
situation in Palestine. Is-
rael had committed ag-
gression and conducted
aerial aggression over
Gaza which resulted in
the deaths of scores of
women and children, he
said, adding that any at-
tempt to equate Israel, an
aggressor, with the Pal-
estinians’ struggle for
self-determination was

unacceptable. Foreign
Minister Jilani further
stressed a separate sta-
tus of Palestine under
the two-state policy as
accepted by the interna-
tional community with
an independent state of
Palestine having pre-
1967 borders with Al-
Quds Al-Sharif as its
capital. He also categori-
cally maintained that
there was no change of
Pakistan’s policy with
regard to Israel, it would
continue pursuing the
same policy as adopted
in the past and would
continue in the future till
Palestinians get right
their right to self-deter-
mination under the
UNSC and OIC resolu-
tions. To a question re-
garding the humanitarian
aid to sieged Palestin-
ians, he said that they
were in touch with the
international community
and the Muslim coun-
tries, but unfortunately,
there was a complete
siege of Gaza. He said
this aspect would be
highlighted during the
upcoming OIC executive
committee meeting in
which they would con-
sider the coordinated re-
sponse of the OIC mem-
ber countries as to how

to bring an end to the
violence perpetrated by
Israel and how to provide
immediate humanitarian
assistance to Palestin-
ians. Pakistan was ready
to provide humanitarian
assistance and had been
in touch with the Egyp-
tian authorities, he
added. He said the OIC
committee meeting
would make a forceful
case for the early resolu-
tion of the issue. About
Caretaker Prime
Minister ’s upcoming
visit to China on Octo-
ber 17-18 to attend the
third Belt and Road Fo-
rum for international co-
operation, he said that
the prime minister would
hold meetings with the
Chinese leaders, global
leaders and top Chinese
top business leaders.

Prime Minister
Kakar would also dis-
cuss joint ventures with
the Chinese companies
and a number of MOUs
regarding agriculture,
health, industrial, green
energy and space tech-
nology cooperation
would be signed during
the upcoming visit.

The foreign minister
further said that the visit
would enhance the on-
going strong bilateral

cooperation between
Pakistan and China as
‘Iron Brothers’ and
would help strengthen
the bilateral ties. “The
visit will also provide an
opportunity to review
the entire gamut of en-
tire cooperation and Pak-
China strategic coopera-
tion. The visit also marks
the ten years of CPEC
and Belt and Road Initia-
tive,” he added. The for-
eign minister further in-
formed that the caretaker
prime minister would
also visit the Xingjian
region bordering Paki-
stan and eigh t other
countries of the region.
He termed the CPEC as
an economic success
story for both sides and
a model of excellent eco-
nomic cooperation de-
spite external dimen-
sions to certain security
challenges.  Both coun-
tries coordinated to blunt
the terrorist activities
and the both sides had
expressed satisfaction
over the ongoing bilat-
eral cooperation. They
had completed the first
phase of CPEC and en-
tering into the second
phase which related to
industrial, technological
and agricultural coop-
eration, he added.

LAHORE (INP): The Dis-
trict Administration
double standard has
clearly witnessed as on
Sunday allowed the Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) to hold
public meeting at Minar-
e-Pakistan (Greater Iqbal
Park) on October 21. In
the current week it had
refused to give permis-
sion to PTI for holding
public meeting at Lahore.

Sources stated that
Deputy Commissioner
Rafia Haider issued a no
objection certificate
(NOC) in this regard. It
is learnt that the permis-
sion to hold the public
meeting has been
granted with certain con-
ditions. The permisison
follows the much-
awaited arrival of PML-
N supremo and former
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif in Pakistan on Oc-
tober 21.

On the other hand,
the PTI's request to hold

public meeting at
Lahore's Liberty Chowk
was not entertained. The
administration is of the
view that any request to
hold meeting in large
ground could be consid-
ered.

It was worth men-
tioned here that Lahore
High Court (LHC) has
earlier ruled that if the
former ruling party, Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), is not allowed to
stage a rally at Lahore's
Liberty Chowk, then no
other party will be al-
lowed to do so as well.

Punjab's top court's
remarks came as it was
hearing the party's peti-
tion submitted by PTI
Lahore President
Azeemullah Khan seek-
ing permission to hold a
rally at Liberty Chowk on
October 15. During the
proceedings on Friday,
authorities presented a
notification issued by
the provincial capital's

deputy commissioner,
which stated that the PTI
would not be permitted
to hold a rally at Liberty
Chowk.

The notification
claimed that the permis-
sion could not be granted
as the events of May 9
— the day when PTI
workers ransacked state
installations — began
from the same place.

A law officer also
pointed out that the
petitioner's request had
been declined in "view of
the security threats
posed at the proposed
venue". At this, Justice
Raheel Kamran said that
if the authorities are not
allowing the PTI to stage
a rally, then they should
not permit any other po-
litical party to arrange a
gathering at the same
venue.

The law officer then
said that the request of
the petitioner would be
considered if he ap-

proached the deputy
commissioner for hold-
ing a rally at another
venue. The law officer
further assured that if
any such application
was moved by the peti-
tioner, the same shall be
considered and decided
within 72 hours. At this
stage, the petitioner's
counsel requested the
court to dispose of the
petition in light of the
statement by the law of-
ficer.

Subsequently, the
court disposed of the
petition, in the light of
the statement by the law
officer, and directed the
petitioner to submit an
application to the deputy
commissioner's office,
proposing another loca-
tion. The petitioner had
submitted that the party
wanted to hold a public
rally at Liberty Chowk to
announce its manifesto
in view of the upcoming
general election.

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
BALOCHISTAN AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA
SUIT NO.602023

National Bank of Pakistan through its Manager,
Dera Allah Yar Branch. Plaintiff

versus
1. M/s. Malang Shah Rice Mill Proprietor Abdul HafeezAbro
Son of Abdul Waheed, R/o MuhalaDangar Jacobabad.
2.Munawar Ali Son of GhulamQadir
R/o Old Mal TalaGharibabadTalukaGarhiKhairo District Jacobabad.
3.Abdul Aziz Son of Muhammad Hayat (Mortgagor)
R/o R/o MuhalaDangar Jacobabad. Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS:38,989,487/- ALONG-WITH
COST OF FUND U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
 (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001

Notice to:- The above noted defendant
WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section

9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 38,989,487/
-balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 17-11-2023.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 13th day of October, 2023.

    (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

Ex-FBR chief
predicts positive
economic turn
for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former chairman of the
Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR), Syed
Shabbar Zaidi, took to X,
formerly Twitter to share
his perspective on
Pakistan's economic situ-
ation. In a tweet posted
on his account ,
@SShabbarZaidi, he ex-
pressed optimism re-
garding the nation's eco-
nomic prospects and
predicted a significant
change in the exchange
rate between the US Dol-
lar (USD) and the Paki-
stani Rupee (Rs) by the
end of the year. Zaidi
highlighted that the
economy is gradually
heading towards a posi-
tive t rajectory. He
pointed out  that the
value of the US Dollar is
decreasing when com-
pared to the Pakistani
Rupee, and petrol prices
are on a downward trend.
Despite these indicators,
Zaidi expressed disap-
pointment that the media
and the public have not
been quick to acknowl-
edge these positive de-
velopments.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf exchanging views with Ambassadors of
Saudi Arabia, Nawaf bin Saeed Al-Maliki at Naval headqauter.

PESHAWAR: A vendor on the way during rain in Provincial Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Cultural Counselor of the Embassy of China Zhang Heqing visiting the stalls during
the celebrations of 74th anniversary of Founding of the People's Republic of China and Celebrating
10th Anniversary of CPEC and  BRI at local hotel.

CM Domki Suspends SP Kech Over Negli-
gence in Turbat Attack Response

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: The Caretaker Chief
Minister Balochistan, Ali Mardan
Domki suspended the Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) over negligence
if response to the Turbat attack.

At least six labourers were killed
when unknown accused opened fire
in the Satellite Town area of Turbat
this morning. Two labourers were
injured in the attack.

CM ordered an inquiry
The CM has ordered an inquiry

into the incident and placed the SP
under suspension, an official state-
ment issued said.

”Terrorists behind the attack
would be dealt with iron hands”, CM

Domki stated. The injured of the attack were shifted
in a helicopter on the instructions of Caretaker Chief
Minister Balochistan.
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Farrukh Habib resurfaces after ‘arrest’,
quits PTI

LAHORE (INP): PTI leader and
former minister Farrukh Habib,
whose whereabouts had been un-
known after his arrest from
Gwadar last month, resurfaced in
a press conference on Monday
evening, where he announced
parting ways with Imran Khan’s
party. Breaking his silence, Habib
said: “For around three weeks, I
disconnected my contact with my
family for some reasons. We have
all been away from our homes
since the unfortunate incident of
May 9.” The ex-PTI loyalist was
flanked by leaders of the
Istehkam-i-Pakistan Party during
the press conference. The IPP,
which Habib said he has joined,
is the newly formed Jahangir Khan
Tarin-led political camp most PTI
deserters have entered.

Since the May 9 riots, which
broke out soon after Imran’s ar-
rest in Islamabad, over a hundred
prominent leaders were picked up
and many of them later held press
conferences to announce their
decision to quit the PTI. Habib,
who is thought to be a close con-
fidant of the PTI chief and was
one of the most vocal party lead-
ers after the May 9 riots, was ar-
rested in Gwadar last month by
security  personnel in plain
clothes. However, he was never
presented in any court.

According to the PTI’s me-
dia wing, an application had been
filed in the Lahore High Court for
his recovery, but no action was
taken in this regard. On Saturday,
Habib’s wife wrote to Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa, seeking early recovery of her
husband. “We fear that my hus-
band is being tortured in custody
to change his political loyalty,”
she had said.

During the press conference
today, Habib said he had an old

connection with the media. “You
have seen me taking part in stu-
dent politics in Lahore. You also
have seen me playing an active
role in my former party PTI.”

He recalled that since the
May 9 riots, he thought about his
political struggle. “We wanted to
make Pakistan the country of
Quaid-e-Azam and I repeatedly
asked myself this question. Self-
accountability is very important.
I was also in that phase and I took
my time to make a decision on
this.” “I realised that we took our
real struggle to the path of vio-
lence. We stepped away from Pa-
kistan which was envisioned by
Quaid-e-Azam,” he said.

Habib recalled that the PTI
government was ousted via a vote
of no-confidence constitutionally,
but regretted that the party did
not sit in peace after that. Express-
ing his perspective, he said the
PTI should have opted for a
“democratic struggle” and waited
for elections. “But you opted for
violent resistance. We have faced
beatings as youth leaders but we
never opted for a violent ap-
proach. We used to work so
dedicatedly for our vision,” Habib
said. “But if you look at that
struggle and compare it with the
post-May 9 violence, you will see
a difference.

“There were messages for
people to take to the streets and
their minds were hijacked. Their
sentiments were provoked that
Pakistan’s institutions are work-
ing against them,” he claimed.
Habib stated that “a message of
hatred” was run on television all
the time and a “bullet approach
instead of ballot approach” was
taken. The PTI leadership, he con-
tinued, should have shown re-
sponsibility. “But he [Imran] did
not show it and wanted people to

fight. He did not even know who
suffered what injuries.”

During the presser, Habib
also lauded the Pakistan Army for
their sacrifices.

He claimed that Imran called
himself a democratic leader but at
the same time sought help from
other quarters, asserting that the
real test of a leader was the people
and elections. “A leader has to
give vision to people but unfor-
tunately Khan sahab kept promot-
ing violence. I had not joined the
Imran Khan who is a promoter of
violence. I joined the Imran Khan
who spoke of social justice,”
Habib said. Talking about the ci-
pher — a document that the PTI
claims contained a threat from the
United States to oust Imran from
office — Habib said Imran built a
“political narrative” and used it
for political gains.He also said that
he was unaware that the PTI chief
had taken watches from the
Toshakhana depository and was
“kept in the dark”. “You have to
give answers. You are giving rise
to violent politics, you don’t have
high moral grounds and then you
are also targeting institutions,” he
lamented, claiming that Imran pro-
voked people outside his Zaman
Park residence too. Habib then
addressed the youth and said: “I
am asking you to think and take
into consideration some facts. I
am not asking you to support any
political party.” He stated that the
PTI was his “political birth” but
“Khan sahab deviated from his
vision and handed us the likes of
Farah Gogi and Usman Dar”.

He further stated that several
innocent people with no criminal
record were languishing in jails,
adding that the decision to part
ways with the PTI was difficult
but one had to keep the interest
of the country first.

Pak, China to sign numerous agreements
during PM's visit: FM

JUI-F’s Hafiz Hamdullah hints at deal with
PTI chief

ISLAMABAD (INP): Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
leader Hafiz Hamdullah Monday
hinted at a deal with the incar-
cerated Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI).

Exclusively talking to pri-
vate news channel, Hafiz
Hamdullah said deals are pos-
sible through backdoor channels
in Pakistan and a deal with the
PTI chairman is also on the
cards, however, the time of it
cannot be confirmed now.

Deals will continue to take
place in Pakistan till the politi-
cians continue giving preference

to power politics on the masses,
he was quoted as saying.

The JUI-F leader claimed
that former first lady, Bushra
Bibi tried her best for a ‘deal’
but no one was ‘ready’ to take
guarantee of the PTI chief?

On the question of the elec-
tion, Hafiz Hamdullah there will
be no stability in the country if
elections are put on the
backburner. Maulana Fazalur
Rehman did not say not to hold
elections, but he highlighted
some ‘issues’.

On the deadline for the ille-
gal migrants residing in Pakistan

including Afghan nationals, JUI-
F leader Hafiz Hamdullah said
the decision to send illegal Af-
ghan migrants back to Afghani-
stan cannot be taken by a ‘weak’
caretaker government. The
caretakers are in the power for
sometimes, he added. On the
deadly Mastung blast, Hafiz
Hamdullah said he was shocked
by the statement of the caretaker
Interior Minister Sarfraz Bugti
about killing the mastermind of
the blast. He alleged that the mas-
termind was not caught alive
because he knew who was be-
hind the attack.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Foreign
Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani said that
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaarul Haq Kakar’s visit to
China will cement the Pakistan-
China friendship further.

He arrived Beijing on Mon-
day, Gwadar Pro reported. This
visit is in connection with the third
Belt and Road Forum for Interna-
tional Cooperation (BRF) to be
held in Beijing from Oct. 17 to 18.

Talking to media persons
here, Jalil Abbas Jilani mentioned
that the PM's participation in the
forum will involve addressing a
high-level gathering with the
theme of "Connectivity in an
Open Global Economy."

This visit is significant as it

offers an opportunity to assess
the extensive spectrum of coop-
eration between Pakistan and
China, particularly within the
framework of China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) and Belt
and Road Initiative, which is now
celebrating its ten-year anniver-
sary, he added. The Foreign Min-
ister elaborated that during this
visit, the Prime Minister
is scheduled to hold bilateral meet-
ings with Chinese leaders along
with other prominent figures at-
tending the third Belt and Road
Forum. He informed that the Prime
Minister will engage Chinese busi-
ness leaders, including heads of
major corporations, to explore
potential areas of cooperation and

potential joint ventures in Paki-
stan. FM Jilani also highlighted
the expected signing of numerous
agreements and Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) during
this visit.  These MoUs are likely
to span various sectors, such as
agriculture, health, industry, green
energy, and space technology, he
remarked.

The Foreign  Minister
stressed that this visit aims to
strengthen the already robust bi-
lateral relations between Pakistan
and China. “It provides an excel-
lent opportunity to comprehen-
sively review the entirety of their
cooperation, including China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor,” he ex-
plained.

UN urged to hold India account-
able for its brutalities in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (INP): The All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) has urged the United
Nations to hold India account-
able for its brutalities in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK).

According to Kashmir
Media Service, the APHC
spokesman in a statement is-
sued in Srinagar said Indian,
paramilitary, police, National
Investigation Agency and State
Investigation Agency person-
nel are torturing innocent
Kashmiris and seizing their
properties during continued so-
called cordon and search op-
erations and house raids across
the territory to suppress their
righteous demand of right to
self-determination.

He said several youth
have been killed and thousands
arrested during this year but the
world community has become

a mute spectator.
He urged the United Na-

tions to play a role in settling
the Kashmir dispute in accor-
dance with the UN resolutions
and aspirations of the Kashmiri
people.

The spokesman expressed
concern over the silence
adopted by the international
community on the ongoing
worst Indian state terrorism
and gross human rights viola-
tions in occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

Meanwhile, the political
experts and analysts in their
media interviews and state-
ments have said that the Modi-
led fascist Indian government
has unleashed its dreaded
agencies to suppress the
Kashmiris’ ongoing struggle for
securing their right to self-de-
termination.

The political experts and

analysts in their interviews and
statements in Srinagar said
India’s National Investigation
Agency (NIA) and State In-
vestigation Agency (SIA) are
conducting raids on a daily ba-
sis across IIOJK to harass the
people but they would never
succeed in their nefarious de-
signs and would continue their
struggle till taking it to its logi-
cal conclusion.

They said, the NIA and
SIA frequently raid homes of
Hurriyat leaders, human rights
defenders, journalists and even
ordinary people in IIOJK and
these actions are meant to vic-
timize those who refuse to toe
BJP’s line in the territory. They
deplored that India was using
its probe agencies as a weapon
to terrorize the Kashmiris.
“The Modi regime is even us-
ing the judiciary as a tool to
browbeat Kashmiris.

Gas tariff likely to be increased by 100pc on
IMF demand

Complaint lodge against judge after police
officer ‘forced to sweep court floor’

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan caretaker government is
likely to jack up gas tariff by
100pc on the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) de-
mand, sources said Monday.

According to sources
knowing the matter, the IMF
demanded an increase in gas
tariff from up to 100pc before
the next economic review to
curtail circular debt in the gas
sector.

Sources said the shortfall
of Rs185 billion will be added
to the circular debt of the gas
sector if the gas tariff is not

increased. The current circu-
lar debt of the gas sector is
touching Rs2,700 billion.

They further said from
July-September, 2023, the gas
companies have added Rs46
billion more to their overall
losses. The summary for the
hike has been ‘prepared’ and
is likely to be presented before
the next meeting of the Eco-
nomic Coordination Committee
(ECC).

Prior to this, it emerged
that the government would in-
crease the gas tariff for the
fertilizer-producing sector.

Under the new pricing
model, the fertilizer sector is
expected to experience an in-
crease in gas tariffs to approxi-
mately Rs580 per MMBtu for
feedstock purposes. The gas
would be made costlier for fer-
tilizer fertilizer-producing sec-
tor by Rs278 per MMBTu, the
sources said and added that
the new rate of gas would be
Rs1,580 MMBTu.

The talks for the second
tranche of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout
will likely be held in the last
week of October.

KARACHI (INP): Eight officers
from Karachi’s Surjani police sta-
tion lodged a complaint against a
civil judge’s strict actions and in-
sulting behaviour on Monday.

Eight police officers from the
Surjani police station wrote a let-
ter to the Senior Superintendent
Police (SSP) Investigation to com-
plain about the strict actions and
insulting behaviour of the judicial
magistrate and civil judge 22 East.

They said that penalising
police officers by the civil judge

became a new normal which
brought their morale down and
they were unable to perform their
duties properly due to the humili-
ation. It stated that the local court
was not accepting challans of
cases in the name of SOPs and
fixing the hearings at 8:30 am. It
added that the officers were
forced to stay in the court from
8:30 am to 3:00 pm nor they were
allowed to approach other courts.

In case of late arrivals, police
officers were handcuffed and

jailed. It further stated that Sub-
Inspector (SI) Tariq Khalid and SI
Shakeel Mehmood were sent to
jail for two days, whereas, SI Sohail
Ahmed was jailed for a week with-
out granting him bail.

The letter stated that SI Sohail
Khan was forced to sweep the
courtroom full of visitors and three
police officers were handcuffed
and escorted around the City
Court. They complained that abu-
sive remarks  were delivered
against.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar departs for his
official visit to China.

INDONESIN: Indonesian President Joko Widodo is being welcomed upon his arrival in Beijing,
where he will attend the Third Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Waseem Ajmal announces bonus for teachers and head-teachers The Sec-
retary of the Ministry of Federal Education & Professional Training hosted head teachers and teach-
ers from 7 FDE schools today.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Health Minister Dr. Nadeem Jan presenting a shield to UNFPA Country Direc-
tor Dr. Luay Shabaneh at All Pakistan Women Convention on Family Planning and Population Man-
agement in Islamabad.


