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2m children out of school in Balochistan as learning
quality declines

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In Balochistan, over 2 million children
are out of school despite repeated enrollment cam-
paigns by the provincial education department,
political parties and non-governmental organiza-
tions. Learning quality in government-run schools
continues to decline as teachers are recruited on a
political basis with no proper training to teach stu-
nts.

During the middle-level examination for the year
2019-20, only 0.8 percent of students secured an A
+ grade across the province. This simply exposed
the declining quality of education in government-
run schools.

322 students out of a total
of 42,823 got A+ grades in
the middle examination

Only 322 students got A + grade out of a total
of 42,823 candidates in the middle-level examina-
tion, statistics of the Balochistan Assessment and
Examination Commission (BAEC) revealed. This
painted a bleak picture of declining and poor qual-
ity of education.

‘The documents showed 122 students got an A
grade during the examination conducted in the prov-
ince. In9 districts including Barkhan, Harnai, Kachi,
Kharan, Musakhail, Nushki, Sherani, Killa Abdullah,
and Sikandar Abad, no student achieved an A +
grade.

The literacy rate in
Balochistan is 46%

-
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over 15,000 government-run primary, middle and high schools across i
report obtained by Daily Queta Voice, still over 2 million children are out of school.

upgraded and strategy is evolved to impart required
training to teachers. The provincial teachers train-
ing institute remains symbolic and nominal with staff
just drawing salaries.

Huge amounts pumped
but with no results

The Balochistan government allocated Rs.15
billion to the Public Sector Development Program
(PSDP) for the year financial year 20023-24. How-
ever, not a singie penny has been allocated for the
training of teachers and improving curriculum to
improve the quality of education in govemnment
schools.

European Union provided 18 million euros,
World Bank and the Global Partnership for Educa-
tion have been pumping huge amounts to improve
literacy rates and ensure the enrollment of school
children. Nevertheless, still 2 million children remain
out of school and the quality of education contin-
ues to decline.

Tabadlab making some posi-

tive strides in this regard

‘Tabadlab’s Centre for Education Skills & Youth
to raising about the

Aspera

Similarly, the number of enrolled students in government schools is 1,119,925, the report mentioned.
The students studying in private schools are in addition to this. However, no data about the private

schools” is available.

47% of children are out of school in Balochistan

reading challenges faced in Pakistan. Our goal is to
charta course towards swift progress and develop-
ment in learning, Your involvement as a reporter/
education activist is of paramount importance to
amplify our message. By doing so, we aim to en-
gage a wide audience capable of propelling the

The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46 percent as
per statistics obtained from the education depart-
ment with 61 percent male and 29 percent female.
The province has not conducted any survey to as-
sess the learning quality of students studying in

The report mentioned the percent of the out of school children stands at 47 percent. It means half of

the children of Balochistan are deprived of education. Those who are going to government schools are

unable to read a sentence in English.

e main focus of the Balochistan government in general and the education department, in particu-
lar, is on salaries and the construction of new buildings for schools. In every budget, schools are

fora shiftin
education. In this whole scenario, the government,
political parties, NGOs, and civil society should put
their heads together and work on a war footing ba-
sis to ensure the enrollment of out-of-school chil-
dren and improve the quality of education.

1,000 Afghan refugees’ families repatriated
through Pak-Afghan border Chaman: Achakzai

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Balochistan’s Caretaker Information Min-
ister, Jan Achakzai, made a significant announce-
ment regarding the repatriation of Afghan refugees
through the Chaman border. Over 1,000 Afghan refu-
gee families have been repatriated as part of the
Pakistani government’s efforts to address the issue
of illegal immigrants.

‘This initiative has gained momentum in the wake
of the Federal Government’s set deadline.

Deadline set for allillegal immi-
grants, notonly Afghan refugees

Minister Achakzai emphasized that the dead-
line, set for November Ist, applies not only to Af-
ghan refugees but to all lllcgal immigrants.

He urged “some political parties™ to refrain from
politicizing the refugee issue, emphasizing the im-
portance of focusing on humanitarian efforts over
political scoring.

Minister suggests politicalparﬁes
avoid politicizing the issue

However, he suggested that ‘some political
parties” avoidpoliticizing the refugee issuc and stop
political scoring in this regard.

The Minister revealed that the special branch
of police was tasked to spot refugees who have
been hiding since the announcement of repatria-

“Our effort is to ensure respectful repatriation
of refugees™, Jan Achakzai stated.

The government has
taken hard on smugglers

Mr. Achakzai mentioned that for the first time
in the history of the country, the government has
taken hard on the elements involved in smuggling
in Balochistan.

Chicf of Army Staff, General Syed Asim Munir
has issued strictinstructions in this regard, he elabo-

ed.

‘The Minister stated that terrorists and their fa-
cilitators would not be spamd rather strict action
would be taken against them. “No room for terror-
ism here”, Mr. Achakzai warned.

v

After days of bombardment, Isaelagrees to allow aid

GAZA; Saudi Arabia has called forall its citizens to
leave Lebanon “immediately” as tensions mount
along Lebanon’s southern border with Israel,
Reuters reports. The Gulf kingdom’s embassy in
Beirut said it was “closely following the develop-
ments” in southern Lebanon, where at least 18
people have been killed in exchanges of fire be-
tween Hezbollah fighters and Israel. After a rocket
strike on a Gaza hospital killed hundreds on Tues-
day, Hezbollah called for a “day of rage”. Hundreds
of Hezbollah supporters gathered in Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs to protest the strike. The Saudi em-
bassy statement said citizens remaining in Lebanon
should “exercise caution and stay away from places
where gatherings or demonstrations are taking
place”. Kuwait this week also warned its citizens
against travelling to Lebanon. United Nations relief
chief Martin Griffiths held a meeting with Egyptian
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry to discuss the dire
need for humanitarian conditions in Gaza and aid
access to the Palestinian people. French court rules
pro-Palestinian protests should be banned case by
case France’s highest administrative court has said
pro-Palestinian protests must be banned on a case-

into Gaza

via Egypt

by-case basis, while upholding the validity of an
instruction from the French interior minister ban-
ning all pro-Palestinian protests. In a note sent to
regional police authorities, dated Oct 12, the inte-
rior minister had ordered that * "pro-| Palestinian pro-
tests, because they are likely to generate distur-
bances to public order, must be banned”, Reuters
reports. The appeal on the blanket ban instruction
was brought by the organisation Comite Action Pal-
estine, arguing that a total and absolute ban is not

{ justified and encroaches on freedom of expression

and assembly. The Conseil d”Etat upheld the valid-
ity of the note but said that local authorities could
not ban a protest based solely on the note or the
fact that a protest is in support of Palestinians. ‘Im-
agery, intercepts’ show Israelnot behind Gaza stri
White House US intelligence based on acrial im-
ages and intercepted communications shows Israel
was not to blame for a strike on a Gaza hospital that
killed hundreds, the White House has said. “While
we continue to collect information, our current as-
sessment, based on analysis of overhead imagery,
intercepts and open source information, is that Is-
rael is not responsible. NEWS DESK

g,

REPATRIATION OF
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

DAYS

¥ £ @ genraie:

IHC issues notlces to NAB on Nawaz’s pleas seeking protective bail
in Avenfield, Al-Azizia cases

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Wednesday issued notices to the National Account-
ability Buréau (NAB) on two petitions filed by PML-
N supremo Nawaz Sharif seeking protective bail in
the Avenfield and Al-Azizia cases.

Nawaz, who is expected to return to Pakistan
on Saturday, was convicted in the Avenfield and
Al-Azizia references and was declared a proclaimed
offender in the Toshakhana vehicle case, pending
before anaccountability court in Islamabad. He was
on bail in these cases when he proceeded to the UK
in 2019 formedical treatment.

A two-judge IHC bench, comprising Chief Jus-
tice Aamer Farooq and Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb took up Nawaz’s pleas, which were filed
carlier today. The PML-N leader’s lawyer, Amjad
Pervez, told the court that his client was seeking
protective bail. Referring to previous judgements,

he said that in the past, absconders were granted
protective bail in order to surrender before the court.

“The court provides an opportunity whenever
someone wants to surrender before it,” Pervez said,
contending that Nawaz had not taken undue ad-
vantage of his bail. The lawyer noted that the court
had also provided PTI Chairman Imran Khan with
protective bail earlier. Pervez also said that Nawaz's
conviction was handed down when he was not in
the country. At one point during the hearing, the
NAB prosecutor said that the bureau did not have
any objections if Nawaz wanted to come back.

At this, Justice Aurangzeb said, “You have no
objection to granting protective bail. Tomorrow you
will say that the judgement should be struck down.
Then you should also ask the NAB chairman and
let us decide the appeal [against Nawaz’s convic-
tion] today.” However, the NAB prosecutor said

that the watchdog would give its arguments whcn
the appeal would be fixed before the court.

e hearing was subsequently adjourned till
tomorrow. NEWS DESK




02

EDITORIAL

Thursday,October, 19,2023

Balochistan Green Medicine Boxes Initiative
Targets End of Official Drug Sales

Ina move, the has launched an initiative to
utan end to official drugs” sales within the province, The health department, for the
st time in the province's history, has introduced distinctive green medicine boxes to

combat the pivate ale of official drugs

alpractice and Corruption

Ao e the health department has succeeded in placing 58 out of 218 total

items inta these reen boxes. This achievement 1o small Fat, cepecially considering

the new forms of malpractice and corruption that have taken root in the province and
across the country.
A Stark Reality
Hav. ever, a bitter reality persists, as ordinary citizens continuc to struggle with a
c ficial drugs, even within government-run hospitals. The irony lies in

e et theoe Hospitals ofion face chronic shortages of essental medications

throughout the year. Last year, the provincial health insur-

Balochistan’s Climate Crisis: Impact, Causes, and Solutions

Chandni Kakar:

Balochistan, a region of
unique geological diver-
sity and a long coastline
is grappling with severe
climate change chal-
lenges. This article
delves into the causes
and consequences of
climate change in
Balochistan, shedding
light on its impact on
agriculture, water re-
sources, and the overall
ecosystem. Additionally,
it explores the global
context of climate
change, its implications
onthe region, and poten-
tial solutions to mitigate
its effects. The Unlquc

mountable obstacles in procuring medicines worth billions of rupees, primarily due to
burcaucrauc red tape and alack of political commitment.
ing Resources
et Ranci constraints, the provincial government allocates a substan-
tial b\ld"ﬂ of Rs. 6 billion, along with more !han 70 crore rupees for lhepurchﬂse of
medicines in . the general d of these
sential with doctors freq
owners.
A Beacon of Change
Sccretary of Health ualocmmn Asfandyar Khan, deserves commendation for
initaing numerous projects
to enhance healthcare servi ‘cex for the masses. How ever pathis riddled with ob-
stacles, within the health 'ho are working against the
interests of the common man. Complicity within the: pohucal systemand pharmaceu-
tical companies further compounds the difficulties faced by the average citizen in
obtaining official medicines.

themto fay store

is imperative that the governmentmoves beyond
rhetoricand takes concrete steps to ensure the implementation of these vital reforms.
Onlythrough such concerted efforts can Balochistan hope to provide it citizens with
better access to essential and improve the overall healthcare I:

the region.

Ba 1 ochista
Balochistan’s gcolcglcal
diversity, including
rocky mountains and
sandy plains, creates a
distinct ccosystem.
However, these unique
features also make it vul-
nerable to climate
chang

c.
Deforestanon and
Substandard Fuel:

Primary Causes Ex-
perts attribute large-
scale climate change in
Balochistan to defores-
tation, especially the

gu'%l_ng of | Jul:‘l]i)}(‘:r t‘crcstsf Health Implica- - Provincial Scc(nlct(qnly

Gubstandard fuckin win. _ tions During 0 RN

ter. These practices have Severe Droughts:  Ahmed, emphasizes that

increased carbon levels ——————2—"'  climate change is a glo-
severe

in the atmosphere and
disrupted rainfall pat-

bal problem. Balochistan
dmughls in Balochistan, {5 experiencing rising

such as the one from

terns. oo o005, e temperatures,  with
i- o resultedn Quetta reaching up to 41
ImpactonAgri- (i read health is- degrees Celsius, high-

culture

Impact on Agricul-
ture and Water Re-
sources Climate change
has negatively impacted
agriculture, causing
fruits and crops to suf-

sues, including discases
like Congo virus, famine,
TB, malaria, and hepati-
tis, particularly affecting
vulnerable populations,
including infants and
young children.

lighting the urgency of
addressing  climate
change.

Paklstan s Role
inthe Global
Climate Crisis:

partly caused by a
deadly heatwave, has
further strained water re-
sources.
Multiple Fac-
tors and the
‘Way Forward:

Balochistan’s cli-
mate crisis is a result of
multiple factors, includ-
ing infrastructure weak-
nesses, population
growth, poverty, and po-
litical instability. Ad-
dressing thesé chal-

Overexploitation
of Tubewells

fer. Decreased rainfall
and snowfall have led to
a significant drop in the .
underground water level, __aNd Falling
affecting both farmers  Water Levels:
and the overall land- ———
scape, Balochistan faces
Migration and the challenge of over

" 50,000 legal and illegal
Economic Conse- tubewells extracting
quences:

large quantities of

daily, lead-

The scarcity of wa- ing to a rapid decline in
terand extreme heat have

driven people to migrate

While Pakistan’s
contribution to global
climate changeis minimal
(less than one percent),
it ranks high on the Ger-
man Watch Index for
countries severely af-
fected by climate

Weather Sys-
tems and Melt-
ing Glaciers:

underground water lev-
els, exacerbating the wa-

lengesand
effective climate change
mitigation strategies are
crucial for the region’s
future.

Conclusion:

Balochistan’s
unique ecosystem and
geographical character-

ics have made it par-
ularly vulnerable to
the effects of climate
change. Deforestation,
overexploitation of water
resources, and rising

to urban centers like ter Crisis. )

Quetta in search of em- Global Climate Climate change has
ployment opportunities disrupted weather pat-
Reduced agneuturatin-_ Change and —{or Pk o “on.
come from fruitsaleshas ~ Balochistan’s Rising  soon rains and wester-
further strained the . ° lies in the region. The
region’s economy. Temperatures:  id melting of glaciers,

bating the crisis. Recog-
nizing the global nature
of climate change and
adopting effective miti-
gation measures are es-
sential.

Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees
Face Deforestation Threat

Summan Ismail:

specics, faces rampant

The Ziaratsuniper For- A G!obal Eco-  deforestation due to do-
N N logical Gem  mestic fuel consumption,
est, nestled in Pakistan’s agricultural

Balochistan territory,
stands as a testament to
nature’s splendor and

_ In recent years, the  construction, medicinal
Ziarat Juniper Forest has use, and furniture pro-
garnered international  dyct

history’s embrace. This recognition for its ; ,
ancient forest is re- unique and vital ecosys- Alarmmg Trends: A
nowned forits towering,  tem. Itis an integral part  Deforestation Study

forts are underway to
protect the diverse wild-
life within the Ziarat Ju-
niper Forest. Endan-
gered species such
the Asiatic Mountain
Bear, Snow Leopard, and
Markhor call lhxs forest
home, and preserving
their habitat is para-

thousand-year-old Juni-
per trees, which rank
among the world’s old-
est and tallest. This ar-
ticle explores the pro-
found significance of the

of the  region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species. Fur-
thermore, the Juniper
trees themselves offer a

Arccentreport titled
“Observing  Carbon
Stock and Land-Use
Change in 5000-Year-Old
Juniper Woods Stand of

Ziarat Juniper Forest, its - rich source of geneticin- Z14rdt, 4Bgl°°h}5.‘?‘“;
historical roots, ccologi-  formation, fucling dis- {hrough a Synergistic
Methodology™ con-

cal importance, and the  coveri

I
n ecology and g cied'a comprehensive

pressing need for con-  herbal science. analysie of the Torest

»Xvai‘? efforts. . " The Dark Side e study revealed a

IMPSE L0 of progress  substantial reduction in

i ———= —— the Juniperus tree popu-
M While the past de- s N

lation from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hectares
between 1988 and 2018,
alongside a decline in
agricultural land in the
same period. This aca-
demic publication also
noted a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
pnm'm]y due to defores-

Protectmg Wildlife
and Promoting
Sustainable Tourism

The story of the
Ziarat Juniper Forestis a
journey through time.
Once inhabited by no-
madic tribes, these Juni-
per trees served as ver-
satile resources.

They provided fuel,
construction materials,
and medicinal remedies,
ingraining themselves in
the local culture. Over
generations, the forest
became a cherished as-

cade has brought com-
fort and progress to the
region, it has come at a
steep price. One indus-
try that has thrived at
the expense of the for-
est is the furniture sec-
tor, leading to extensive
deforestation. These an-
cient woodlands, found
mostly at altitudes
above 2000 meters, are
under severe threat.
The Ziarat region,

initiatives aim to promote
sustainable tourism, al-
lowing visitors from
around the world o ap-
preudtc the forest's
natural beauty and eco-
logical significance.
he Call to
Action

The allure of the valu-
able Juniper wood has led
toits exploitation, with re-
ports even implicating au-
thorities in the illegal trade.
To secure the future of this
ancient forest, immediate
action is essential. Itis im-
perative that we collec-
tively embrace sustainable
practices, raisc awarcness,
and curb deforestation.
Only by doing so can we
ensure the preservation of
this unique species and its
vital role in our natural
world. Together, we must
act responsibly to safe-
guard the Ziarat Jumper

The worm turns

BY Muhammad Ali Siddigq|

if he thinks a crisis situ-
ation needs a speedy
transfer of military or
non-military aid, though
the defence secretary
must formally inform
Congress.

America’s aid-giv-
ing process need not be
spelled out here. Briefly,
every penny of the for-
cign aid programme must
be processed by the two
Houses and their special
committees before the
bill goes to the president
to be signed. He has the
right under the constitu-
tion to reject or kill it by
using what is known as
the *pocket veto’. Even
after the president
passes it, any American
citizen can go to court to
challenge its validity.

However, one of the
options with the admin-
istration is the draw-
down authority. Under
this, the secretary of
state keeps the ball roll-
ing by informing Con-
gress of his decision to
use the authority to pro-
vide aid to a given coun-
try in an emergency. In
1994, the Clinton admin-
istration announced it
was going to provide Is-

to Congress by State
Department offi clals
There were no F-16s i

excess” with the US air
force, but since Israel
needed them Washing-
ton decided to provide
them to the Jewish state
by dipping into “the ex-
isting stock”, according
to the transcript ofa con-
gressional hearing. At a
hearing of the House
Foreign  Relations
Committee’s Subcom-
‘mittee for Europe and the
Middle East, the chair-
‘man, Lee Hamilton, ques-
tioned State Department
officials, besides the
deputy director of
USAID, and they made
clear that Israel would
get 50 F-16s from the
drawdown authority.
Assistant defence secre-
tary Fred Smith told the
committee the draw-
down authority was
unique to Israel. Asked
by Hamilton whether
this constituted addi-
tional aid to Isracl he
said: “We are permitted,
[and] authorised to take
assets directly from ac-
tive stocks in the United
States, and after notifi-
cation to Congress

THE Palestinians can-

not be called worms.
They aren’toil-rich. They
have proved repeatedly
they are made of sterner
stuff. What they did on
Oct 7 slunned the world.
This paper’s headline
was superb: “Unparal-
led raid stuns Israeli
Gohalh." Unwritten in
the headline was David.
The most harried
and nervous person on
carth is Joe Biden. It is
nota second term that is
injeopardy; even the cur-
rent presidency and the
entire US establishment
seemed panicky. The is-
sue wasn’t to help Israel
but to assure Benjamin
Netanyahu that Biden
was as loyal to Israel as
ever and if Israeli intelli-
gence was caught by
surprise over the Pales-
tinian blitz, America
should not be blamed.
Assuring Israel of
US support was a useless
reiteration, given the ex-
istence of what is known
as the president’s *draw-
down authority’ under
which the American
leader can transfer any
amount of military aid to

other countries ben-
efited  from  this
programme, he replied,
“No other countries do,
sir”. He said there were
no F-16s in excess, and
everything that was
transferred under the
drawdown came out of
the existing stock. How-
ever, things have
changed since the deci-
sion to provide the jets
to Isracl. Recently the
Biden administration has
used the drawdown au-
thority over 40 times to
provide military assis-
tance to Ukraine worth
over $6.2 billion. Irre-
spective of the draw-
down authority, Isracl
has enough power to
implement Netanyahu’s
threat of vengeance and
taking action that will
“change the map of the
Middle East”. What
could this new Middle
Eastern map be? Most
probably, he will annex
Gaza, the West Bank and
the Golan Heights (Tel
Aviv  has already
‘anne-xed’ the latter ter-
ritory, though the move
didn’t receive interna-
tional endorsement), cre-
ating a Greater Israel,

set, safeguarded by home to approximately Forest for any country without rael50F-16sfree,accord- transferto Israel.” When some-thing the Zionists
tribal elders. 5000-year-old Juniperus  Conservation ef-  corme, Congressional authority  ing to information given Hamilton asked what have ahvays dreamed of.
The dispossessed The heat is on
BY Mahir Ali: BY Rafia Zakaria:
Guturday,ama. Proader poliical cass.  barey regstered asa blp warming induced by the tual in pushing any pro- do with emissions con- planet’s fate. Noone will
Lastsuutay, ama- hen the Labor : Tt was o hot one. 1n greenhouse effect, EI posal that can receive tinuing their wild un- have to waitto go to hell

jority of Australian vot-
ers decided to disallow
the descendants of their
continent’s original in-
habitants constitutional
recognition via a ‘voice
to parliament”. The result
of the referendum was

Party embraced it ahead
of last year’s election
and then proposeda ref-
erendum after gaining
power, the majority ap-
peared to back the idea.
But the support rapidly
went south once the

sion that underlies this
saga is not completely at
variance with the settler-
colonialism that rel-
egates Palestinians to
the status of a people
who are, just about, to be

not a surprise. main opposition parties ~tolerated provided they
Opinion polls had launched a campaign ~obediently behave ther-
result, against the notion that selves and turn the other

embraced the
rejectionism of the far
right and unleashed a
flood of

dmmfurmatmn and
abuse that reflected the
Brexit and Trump phe-
nomena. Inevitably, a lot
of latent racist scum sur-
faced during a lopsided
national debate in which

though perhaps not the
proportions of the defeat
of arehtively slralghl(or—
ward
tailed the rccogmuon of
the historical status of
indigenous Australians
— whose ancestors had
dwelt on the land for
some 60,000 years before
Europeans ‘discovered”

cheek to every blow.
Obviously, there are
vast differences of time
and scale, yet there is a
common history of dis-
possession and extermi-
nation campaigns. Raz
Segal, an Isracli and an
associate professor of
Holocaust and genocide
studies in the US, has re-

it and the British muchofthemediaknow- ferred to the catastrophe
colonised it — and set- ingly contributed to the unfolding in Gaza as ¢
ting up a representative  confusion. textbook case of “intent

body to advise parlia-
ment and the executive
government on matters
affecting Aboriginal

Indigenous Austra-
lians comprise less than
four per cent of the
population and their
‘voice’ would hardly
have affected anyone
else. Even this minor
concession proved too
hard to swallow, mainly
for the older, poorer and
less well-educated seg-
ments.

Smallwonder, then,
that forces of conserva-
tism everywhere, di-
rectly or otherwise, dis-
miss the concept of ad-
equate mass education,
which would deprive
them of their constitu-
ency. Given this state of
the world, it’s no sur-
prise that Australia’s ret-
rogressive own goal

to commit genocide”,
amid “shameful use” of
the grotesque history of
the Holocaust that in-
cludes comparing the
victims to Nazis in order
to “justify, rationalise,
distort [and] disavow
mass violence against
Palestinians™.

The West’s reaction
tothe Middle Eastern ex-
plosion has unqualified
support for the oppres-
sor, amid sporadic at-
tempts — from Europe
and the US to Australia
— to shut down public
expressions of support
for the oppressed. It’s
not just appropriate but
essential to condemn the
atrocities that Hamas
committed on Oct 7.

disadvan-
tages in metrics ranging
from health and educa-
tion to housing, life ex-
pectancy and juvenile
incarceration rates are
appalling, and usually
recognised. What could
be done about this re-
mains controversial. The
proposal for indigenous
Australians having a say
inrelevant policymaking
came from the 2017 Uluru
Statement from the
Heart, based on ex-
tended community con-
sultations, and was ini-
tially rejected by the

fact, climate scientists
who study Earth’s tem-
perature have found that
September 2023 was per-
haps the hottest Septem-
ber ever recorded.

According to The
Washington Post, the
scientists” early analysis
revealed that global tem-
jperatures surged last
month by over halfa de-
gree Celsius. While sci-
entists have long known
and forecast Earth’s ris-
ing temperature, the fact
that it rose so much in
just one month suggests
what most of us are al-
ready aware of: that the
various governments
and transnational
organisations pretend-
ing to grapple with cli-
‘mate change will not be
able to stop it.

Given this most re-
cent rise, Earth is now
1.7°C to 1.8°C warmer
than it was prior to the
Industrial Revolution.
Copernicus — the Euro-
pean Union’s Earth Ob-
servation Programme
is predicting that the av-
erage temperature this
year will ultimately be
1.4°C warmer than before
industrialisation, shat-
tering records that are
thousands of years old.

Inaddition to global
warming by the rampant
and unchecked use of
fossil fuels, the El Nifio
weather system is also
putting pressure on the
climate. The Post points
out that besides global

Nifio is adding to the tem-
perature increase.

It is difficult not to
feel asense of gloom and
foreboding over this
worsening state of affairs
that has already un-
leashed catastrophic
weather events all over
the world. Pakistan is still
reeling from the after-cf-
fects of the floods that
devastated the country
last year, while other
states are dealing with
hurricanes, storms, and
avalanches.

Major cities around
the world have experi-
enced sharp increases in s obviously too late and
temperatures, some ex- not enough.
ceeding beyond 10 per If temperatures
cent. continue to increase by

One of the highest 1°C or more above the
temperature increases current levels, billions of
was scen in the Turkish people largely in the
capital of Ankara whose Middle East and South
temperature was re- Asiawill find themselves
ported to have increased  living in areas where the
by 18.2 per cent since temperature will be too
2019. The average tem- high for humans to sur-
perature in that city has vive. According to a
increased from 22.4°Cto  study published in the
26.4°C. Temperatures in journal of the National
Athens and Seoul have Academy of Sciences,
similarly witnessed sig- thereis aiready plenty of
nificant increases. The evidence of heatwaves
numbers overall are for- lasting longer, being
bidding and frightening. more intense and caus-
Not only do they show ing difficult health con-
that the climate catastro-  ditions even among the
phe is truly entrenched, young and healthy.
but they also reveal an- The hot September
other dark truth: the fact 0f 2023 has already pro-
that governments in duced temperatures that
places such Seoulor An-  exceed the Paris Agree-
karaor in any of the other ment target of keeping
much hotter cities have the increase below
been completely ineffec- 1.5°C. This has much to

even abasic level of glo-
bal acceptance.
Translated, this
means that the world is
quite literally turning
into a hot and messy
hellscape and those
who could stop it have
utterly failed to do so.
Considered against the
backdrop of this situa-
tion, the entire series of
COP summits seemsari-
diculous waste of time.
To the extent that coun-
tries are willing to com-
mit to reducing emis-
sions in whatever
way they promise — it

checked trajectory. If
this goes on, the out-
come will be unlivable
bands of extreme heat in
North and  South
America.

It has been forecast
that the US will have an
extreme heat belt stretch-
ing from Texas to llinois
where average tempera-
tures could cross 50°C.
So far, there are few ev-
cryday measures being
put in place in any of
these regions to curb the
use of fossil fuels; many
do not even believe in
the proven science be-
hind global warming.

It is difficult to ig-
nore the fact that the
same inability to reach
consensus undergirds
intractable conflicts
such as the Isracl-Pales-
tine clash. These are the
same forces that prevent
‘meaningful action on the
climate calamity. In a
sense, the division of the
world into nation-states
seems to have set it on
the course of self-de-
struction.

Nationalisms
preach progress at every
cost, but Pakistanis
breathe in the polluted
air that blows towards
them from India. With so
many nation-states that
imagine their interests
and responsibilities to
be ending at their bor-
ders, the collective re-
sponsibility for ensuring
Earth’s habitability is
clusive thus sealing the

as most will be in hell
right here on Earth.

Times like these en-
courage dark thoughts
and predictions of the
end of days. The most
frightening thing about
these is that some of the
people who peddle them
seem actually invested in
hastening a calamitous
“Day of Judgement’.

Evangelical Chris-
tians from the US have
been gleefully watching
the cataclysm in Gaza
because they believe it
to be a sign of the end
times. Proponents of this
idea include none other
than former US vice
president Mike Pence.
This dangerous lot is so
confident of this idea of
the end times that rabid
wars and the transforma-
tion of Earth into a living
hell seem to them par for
the course.

The sheer excess of
the catastrophe that pre-
vails across the world
makes our present an
ceric and unpredictable
moment. One cannot
help but stop and won-
der whether our parents
or grandparents ever
saw such an excess of
chaos and tumult.

Surely, we cannot be
the first ones to stand
frozen before the col-
lapse all around us. Sci-
ence secems to suggest
that we very well might
be the first, and by dint
of that truth are, very
unfortunately, cursed.
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Japan provides 5.3 million USD for Reconstruction of
Educational Facilities in Flood-Affected Areas

ISLAMABAD (INP):

The Government of
Japan has agreed to
provide new grant as

sistance worth 794 mi
lion Japanese Yen
(equivalent to around
5.3 million USD/
around 1,530 million
PKR) for reconstruct-
ing educational facilities
in flood-affected areas
in Sindh.  On October
18,2023, a signing cer-
emony for the assis-
tance was held at the
Ministry of Economic
Affairs in Islamabad.

H.E. . WADA
Mitsuhiro, Ambassador
of  Japan, M.

KINOSHITA
Yasumitsu, Chief Rep-
resentative of Japan
International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA),
Dr. Kazim Niaz, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Eco-
nomic Affairs, and
other officials from

both countries attended
this ceremony.

Since Jnne 2022,
heavy monsoon rains
have intermittently
caused flooding that
has submerged one-
third of the country,
resulting in more than
1,700 deaths and 33
‘million people affected.

Damage in Sindh
province has been se-
vere, accounting for
66% of the total dam-
age in the education
sector. As medium- and
long-term measures,
the rapid reconstruction
of damaged educa-
tional facilities are im-
portant to ensure that
children have safe learn-
ing opportunities.

This is the fourth
grant aid through
which the Government
of Japan supports the
improvement of educa-
tional facilities in Sindh

province. It has been
reported that the school
buildings assisted by
Japan in the past
projects suffered less
damage and destruc-
tion from the rainfall
and flooding in 2022
because they were de-
signed and constructed
based on analysis ofthe
2010 floods. The new
project will also incor-
porate the concept of
“Build Back Better” to
reduce vulnerability of
the target schools to
future disasters and
build resilience of com-
munities where the
schools are located.
This project aims

disaster-resilient learn-
ing environment
through reconstruction
of elementary schools
which were heavily af-
fected by the flood and
heavy rain in 2022

The assistance

contributes to improv-
ing the school enroll-
ment rate and gender
equality in the target
areas, contributing to
the SDGs Goal 4 (Qual-
ity education) and 5
(Gender equality).
In the signing cer-
emony, H Mr.
WADA  Mitsuhiro
stated, " I hope that the
project this time will
further contribute to
creating an environ-
ment where children
can continue to receive
education even after the
floods in the future”.

Mr. KINOSHITA,
while speaking at the
event said "we believe
that the new grant aid
project will build not
only school buildings,
but also it will build
brighter and more resi
ient future for the next
generation of Pakistan"

[WASHINGTON DC: Ambassador Masood Khan witnessing ceremony of exten-|
sion of agreement on Science and Technology cooperation between Pakistan and
United States of America at Embassy of Pakistan
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HINA:Delegates exchange documents during a signing ceremony at the Belt and
oad CEO Conference in Beijing, capital of China.

World reacts to brutal Gaza hospital
bombing

eral short while ago, T
urged him that global
community should ask
Israel to stop killing in-
nocent Palestinians.”  edy.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
World reacts to brutal
Gaza hospital bombing
Gaza after Israclair strikes
in the deadliest attack

sacre confirms the
enemy's brutality and the

mourn the patients,
medical staff and other
innocents killed or extent of his feeling of
wounded in this trag- defeat,” he said, adding
" that the attack will be "a

since Isracl initiated a PML-N president, "WHO strongly new turning point."
bombing campaignin re-  ex-PM Shehbaz Sharif  condemns the attack on Isracl Prime Minis-
sponse to the October 7 "Horrific beyond ~AlAhli Arab Hospitalin — ter Benjamin Netanyahu

"The entire world
should know: It was bar-
baric terrorists in Gaza
that attacked the hospi-
tal in Gaza, and not the
IDE. Those who brutally
murdered our children
also murder their own
children."

"An analysis of IDF
cpcrauonal systems in-

cs that a barrage of
Tockets was fired by ter-
rorists in Gaza, passing
in close pmximily to the
Al Ahli hospital m Gaza
at the time it was hit.

"Intelligence from
multiple sources we
have in our hands indi-
cates that Islamic Jihad

the north of the Gaza
Strip. The hospital was
operational, with pa-
tients, health and care
givers, and internally
displaced people shel-
tering there. Early re-
ports indicate hundreds
of fatalities and injuries.

"The hospital was
one of 20 in the north of
the Gaza Strip facing
evacuation orders from
the Israeli military. The
order for evacuation has
been impossible to carry
out given the current in-
security, critical condi-
tion of many patients,
and lack of ambulances,
staff, health system bed

Hamas cross-border at-
tack, approximately 500
Palestinians were killed in
a hospital blast in Gaza
City on Tuesday.
Isracl's military de-
nied responsibility; stat-
ing that military intelli-
gence suggested the
hospital was hit by a
failed rocket launch by
the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad military group in
the enclave. Following
are the reactions to the emboldening it to com-
assault from around the mit war crimes are
world: equally culpable in this
"Strongly condemn massacre. History will
the Israeli attack on Al-  never forget them."
Ahly  Al-Mamadany "I am outraged and
Hoepnalm(‘m causing deeply saddened by the

words. Shell-shocked by
the martyrdom of over
five hundred innocent
Palestinian lives, mostly
of sick children, women
& the elderly in a bar-
baric Israeli attack on a
hospital.

The apartheid State
of Israel is committing
the worst kind of geno-
cide of Palestinians with-
out any regard for the
international law. Those

Text of Speech- President Xi Jinping at the Third
BRI Forum for International Cooperation

BEIJING (INP): Re-
spected Heads of State,
Government Leaders,
Heads of International
Organizations, Repre-
sentatives of Countries,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,

Today, we gather
here for theopening cer-
emony of the third Belt
and Road International
Cooperation Forum. On
behalf of the Chinese
government, the Chi-
nese people, and person-
ally, Textend a warm wel-
come to allour esteemed
guests! This year marks
the 10th anniversary of
the proposal of the Belt
and Road Initiative. The
initial idea behind this
initiative was to draw in-
spiration from the an-
cient Silk Road, focusing
on connect

tional cooperation from
a concept to a vibrant
reality, achieving fruitful
results. The Belt and
Road cooperation has
extended from Asia and
Europe to Africa and
Latin America, with more
than 150 countries and
over 30 international or-
ganizations  signing
agreements to jointly
build the Belt and Road
‘We have hosted three
Belt and Road Interna-
tional Cooperation Fo-
rums and established

transportation routes on
land and at sea, in the air,
and over the Internet.
This network has
effectively promoted the
flow of goods, capital,
technology, and person-
nel among countries, re-
vitalizing the ancient Silk
Road for the new era.
Trains traveling on
railways,  vehicles
speeding on roads, inter-
connected flights linking
countries, cargo ships
cutting through waves,
and lhe comemence of
haveall
bccumc the new back-
bone of international
trade in this new era.
Modern airports,
seaports, well-c
nected roads, and thri
ing economic and trade
industrial cooperation
zones have given birth to

2

eration platforms in vari-
ous professional fields.
Beltand Road coop-
eration has evolved from
the planning stage to
implementation, with a
substantial number of
landmark projects and
“small but beautiful” ini-

ity. It in- tiatives taking root. new economic corridors,
volves strengthening Beltand Road coop-  igniting new growth en”
policy coordination, im-  eration has cxpandcd gines and becoming the

ing i fmmph al o new avenues of com-

proving in

to soft

unimpeded trade, en-
hancing financial inte-
gration, and fostering
people-to-people
bonds. It aims o inject
new impetus into global
economic growth, create
new space for global de-
velopment, and establish
anew platform for inter-
national economic coop-
eration. Overthe past 10
years, we have remained
true to our original aspi-
ration and worked to-
gether to transform the
Belt and Road interna-

merce and trade in this
new era. Diverse and vi-
brant cultural events,
festivals, expos, exhibi-
tions, unique Lu Ban
workshops, “One Belt,
One Family,” “Bright
Journey,” and other
people-to-people ex-
change projects, along
with the deepening col-
laboration between non-
governmental organiza-
tions, think tanks, media,
and youth exchanges,
have composed the new
Silk Road symphony of

The principles of consul-
tation, cooperation, and
shared benefits, open-
ness, green, and clean
development, as well as
high standards and
sustainability, have be-
come imporiant guiding
principles for high-qual-
ity Belt and Road coop-
eration. Over the past de-
cade, we have been com-
mitted to building a glo-
bal network of connec-
tivity, with economic
corridors as its back-

this new era. After the

outbreak of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Belt
and Road became a life-
line and a path to health.
China provided hun-
dreds of billions of masks
and 2.3 billion doses of
vaccines to countries
worldwide.

‘Wecooperated with
‘morethan 20 countries in
vaccine production,
‘making unique contribu-
tions to the efforts of our
Belt and Road partners
to combat the pandemic.
China also received valu-
able support from more
than 70 countries during
the most severe period
of the pandemic. Build-
ing the Belt and Road is
guided by the principles
of extensive consulta-
tion, joint contribution,
and shared benefits. It
transcends differences in
civilizations, cultures,
social systems, and de-
velopment stages, offer-
ing a new path for inter-
national exchanges, and
establishing a new
framework for interna-
tional cooperation, unit-
ing the world under the
common goal of human
development. The
achievements ofthe past
10 years are precious,
and the experiences
gained are worth summa-
rizing. We deeply under-
stand that humanity is a
community with a
shared future. A better
world benefits China,
and a better China ben-
efits the world.

bone, comprised of thi i i

HYDERABAD : Workers of PPP candle light for the martyrs of Karsaz tragedy.

ual- - explosion at the Al Ahli
ties. Targeting a hospl— Arab hospital in Gaza,
tal, a sanctuary for those and the terrible loss of
in need, is an indefen- life that resulted. Imme-
sible act of inhumanity. ~diately upon hearing this
International humanitar- news, I spoke with King
ian law give protection Abdullah IT of Jordan,
to hospitals and medical and Prime Minister
personnel. Netanyahu of Israel and
We demand anend  have directed my na-

to thisindiscriminate tar- tional security team to
geting and urge the in- continue gathering infor-
temational community to - mation about what ex-
act swiftly to stop the actly happcncd The
violence and hold those
le account-

ablé, In my interaction
with UN Secretary Gen-

Biden's visit to Jordan cancelled after Israeli
air attack on Gaza hospital

WASHINGTON (INP): them." He added that it
US President Joe Biden's  was a "mutual decision"
wartimetrip to Isracland  to cancel the Jordan trip
Jordan faltered before it after Abbas said he
got offthe ground Tues- wanted to return home
day, afterthe Amman leg ~ for three days of mourn-
was cancelled following ing, and that Biden
an Israeli air strike on a  would speak to him and
Gaza hospital that killed ~ Sisi by phone on the
hundreds of people. plane home.

The trip was always Yet Biden will now
set to be the riskiest of be flying into an even
Biden's presidencyas he more volatile situation
tried to juggle support than before, with the
for Israclafter the Octo-  hospital strike sparking
ber7 Hamas attacks with  anger across the region.
efforts to prevent a hu- Furious protesters
manitarian disaster in tried to storm the Isracli
Gazaandtoavertawider embassy in Amman
war. But his regional bal- - where Biden was due to
ancing act came undone  meet the other leaders,
on the eve of his visit while in Tehran hun-
with news of the hos) dreds rallied outside the
tal explosion -- for which ~ French and British em-
Hamas blamed Isracli bassies. Lebanon's Iran-
strikes, while Israel said backed Hezbollah called
it was caused by a rocket for a "day of rage" over
misfired by militants in the strike to coincide
Gaza. As Biden, 80, with Biden's arrival, fu-
climbed the steps of Air eling fears of the very
Force One, Jordan an- escalation by Tehran and
nounced that a planned itsallies that Biden's visit
four-way summit with is supposed to warn
Palestinian president against. The White
Mahmud Abbas, Jorda- House said Biden
nian King Abdullah 1T wanted to "continue to
and Egypt's president stand in solidarity with
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi was  Israel” after Hamas burst
off. It would be held through its heavily forti-
"when the decision to fied Gaza border, shoot-
stop the war and put an  ing, stabbing and burn-
end to these massacres ing to death more than
has been taken," said 1,400 people, most of
Foreign Minister Ayman  them civilians.

Safadi. Biden would hold

Biden later said he talks with Isracli Prime
was "outraged” by the Minister Benjamin and
"explosion" at the hos- his war cabinet, as well
pital and had told his asmeeting the families of
national security team to  some of those killed and
get more information on  missing in the attacks, it
what had happened.  said. Kirby insisted how-

White House Na- ever that Biden would
tional Security Council ask Netanyahu "tough
spokesman John Kirby questions” about his
however told reporters plans for the war. The
aboard the presidential NSC k added
plane said that the Israe- that he was "optimistic"
lis "feel very strongly that aid would start to
this was not caused by get through to stricken

capacity, and alternative
shelter for those dis-

is responsible for the
failed rocket launch
which hit the hospital in
Gaza."

"Syria holds West-
ern countries respon-
sible especially the
United  States of
America, for this massa-
cre and others, since
they are a partner of the
Zionist entity across all
organized operations
designed to kill Palestin-
ians." "I call on all hu-
manity to take action to
stop this unprcccdcnlcd
brutality in G

=

laced.

"WHO calls for the
immediate active protec-
tion of civilians and
health care.

Evacuation orders
must be reversed. Inter-
national humanitarian
law must be abided by,
which means health care
must be actively pro-
tected and never
targeted.Palestinian
Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyehi
"The hospital mas-

protection of Givilian life
during conflict and we

Gaza.

The Democratic
president deliberated
carefully before accept-
ing the invitation to visit
from right-winger
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Palestinian singer Dalal Abu Amneh arrested by Is-
raeli police over Gaza post

Jerusalem (INP): Palestinian
singer Dalal Abu Amneh was
arrested by Israeli police for
"incitement" after posting on
Facebook in support of Gaza.
The post featured a Pal-
estinian flag with the caption:
"There is no victor but God".
It was published last Sat-
urday by the artist’s media
team, according to her law-
yer Abeer Bakr.
Bakr added that the artist
till subject to investigation
and at this moment no (offi-
cial) decision has been taken
to extend her detention". She
stressed that "this is the inten-
tion of the police (to arrest
her), even before they inter-
rogate her", according to the
Arab 48 newspaper. Israeli
police arrived at the artist's
house to arrest her after filing
complaints against Israeli set-
tlers for harassment.

Shai Glick, director of the
Israeli right-wing activist
group, demanded that the
President of the Technion (Is-
rael Institute of Technology),
Uri Sivan, remove alleged
supporters of Hamas, includ-
ing Abu Amneh, from the in-
stitute. Abu Amneh is a re-
search doctor in brain sciences
and neurophysiology at the
Technion, and has no links to
the Islamist movement.

She has been praised for
reviving traditional Palestinian
heritage and folk music
through her music videos that
are currently produced by and
aired on Al Araby 2 TV, a sis-
ter channel of The New Arab.

She is vocal in her sup-
port for Palestine, both
through her songs and outside
music. She boycotted Dubai's
EXPO 2020 due to the UAE's
recent normalisation with Is-

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture
[Jamal Shah on Oct 18, 2023 departed for Korea to represent Pakistan in Migrant
Multicultural Festival to be held from Oct 20 to 22, 2023.

racl. Israeli police have
launched a series of arrests
within the Palestinian commu-
nity, since the beginning of
Gaza war. Most of these ar-
rests are related social media
posts. Job terminations, and
s of expulsion from uni-
versities have also been re-
corded among Palestinians in
Israel due to posts condemn-
ing the attacks on Gaza.
Israel has launched a
wave of arrests and raids in
the occupied West Bank since
7 October, when 1,300 Israe-
lis were killed by Hamas gun-
men. Around 61 people have
beenkilled and 700 detained
in the West Bank, including
200 suspected members of

BELJING: C

Prime

Al

cooperation in diverse fields, Beijing on.

1-Haq Kakar and Chinese Premier]
Li Qiang witnessing the signing of MoUs between China and Pakistan to enhance]

Hamas. Israeli retaliatory
strikes on Gaza have killed at
least 2,800 Palestinians, in-
cluding over a thousand chil-
dren.

Chinese enterprise eyeing
enhanced ‘soft connectivity’
with Pakistan and others

BEUJING (INP): “Having es-
tablished cooperation with 157
countries in the world includ-
ing Pakistan, we aim to take a
step further to leverage our
advantages in the whole infra-
structure industrial chain and
promote the ‘soft connecllvlty

of Tu](,b and sl.mdar s and

pected to be applied through-
out the process of as many
projects as possible to em-
power Belt and Road countries
to achieve energy conserva-
tion and emission goals as the
world is moving towards green,
low-carbon, intelligent develop-
ment”, he added. By transfer-

with Lhe Belt and Road coun-
tries”. This was stated by
Wang Tongzhou Chairman of
China Communications Con-
struction in an interview with
China Economic Net (CEN)
after the Belt and Road CEO
Conference held here. Wang
gongﬂmu, Chalm(mn of China

stan are
shared and chances for people-
to-people connections are cre-
ated. According to Mr. Wang,
all of the six projects for which
agreements have been signed
at the Belt and Road CEO
Conference put priority on
people-to-people «.onnecuvlly

28mn children out of
schools in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
count of children in Pakistan
who are not enrolled in school
has surged to 28 million, sur-
passing the highest percentage
of out-of-school children glo-
bally, says a report on Wednes-
day. The caretaker Federal
Education Minister — Madad
Al Sindhi — expressed his con-
cerns in a letter to the Punjab
Education Minister, revealing
that about 28 million children
are out of school in the coun-
try, which was 18.7 million
back in 2021.

According to the previous
estimation, the number of Out-
of-School Children was 22 mil-
lion, ile, in 2021 the

d“d green
was the first offi-

inan interviewat the Third Belt
and Road Forum for Interna-
tional Cooperation [Photo/
China Economic Net] The con-
struction company has under-
taken a series of major infra-
structure projects in Pakistan,
including the KKH Pha:
Gwadar Port, Eastbay Express
Way etc., upgrading facilities
for Pakistani people and break-
inglocal technical boundaries.
“As iron brothers, we
full confidence in our coopera-
tion with Pakistan”, Mr. Wang
told CEN. For him, Lechnolog/
transfer s of critical importance
in enhancing soft connectivity.
“On one hand, frontier tech-
nologies such as loT, big data,
Al etc. will be more widely
employed. Through digital con-
nectivity, more smart transpor-
tation projects will be built”, he
said. “In addition, green, low-

Ud] event of the ongoing Third
Belt and Road Forum for In-
ternational Cooperation.
Nearly 300 Chinese and inter-
national delegates signed
agreements at the conference,
involving 68 countries and cov-
eringprojects in infrastructure,
clean energy, artificial intelli-
gence, financial services, mod-
ernagriculture, rail transit, etc.
As of June 2023, China had
signed 107 documents with
standardization bodies in 65
countries and also with regional
and intemational organizations,
in areas covering civil aviation,
climate change, agri-food,
building materials, electric ve-
hicles, oil and gas pipelines, lo-
gistics, small ﬁydmpower sta-
tions, oceanography, and sur-
veying and mapping, accord-
ing to a white paper on Belt
and Road Initiative released last
week.

cabinet was told that the num-
berof Out-of-School Children
was 18.7 million, while every
four out of one child was out
of school at that time which
now increased drastically.

The data disclosed that Pa-
kistan has the highest percent-
age of Out-of-School Children
in the world. The letter urged
all provincial education minis-
ters to share a concise work-
ing document that includes rel-
evant statistics, administrative
and financial obstac swell
as strong recommendations s for
alasting solution to the issue.

On the other hand, sources
close to the development re-
vealed that a total of 1.7 per-
cent of the country’s GDP is
spent on education, however,
for improvement in the educa-
tion sector the government
needs to reserve at least 4 per-
cent share.

carbon technologies are ex-

ISLAMABAD: The Notes of the project “The Programme for Reconstruction of Educational Facili-
ties in Flood affected Areas in Sindh” were signed and exchanged by Dr. Kazim Niaz, Secretary EAD)
and HWADA Mits uhiro, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan at EAD.

PM Kakar, Putin review bilateral coopera-
tion in diverse sectors

BEIJING (INP): Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq
Kakar has reaffirmed Pakistan's
commitment to further expand
and strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion with Russia in the areas of
trade and investment, energy,
connectivity, defence, intelli-
gence sharing  and
counterterrorism.

He expressed the commit-
ment while talking to Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
Beijing on Wednesday on the
sidelines of Belt and Road Fo-
rum.

Speaking on the occasion,
he stressed the need for en-
hanced regional integration for

i of the

entire region.

e said both countries
have convergence of interests
especially on the issue of ter-
rorism. He termed bilateral co-
operation as vital for the estab-
lishment of peace and security
in Afghanistan.

The Prime Minister said we
will welcome Russian invest-
ment in the energy sector.

In his remarks, the Russian
President said stability is inevi-
table for ensuring economic
progress. He said the potential
of economic cooperation be-
tween both countries is much
bigger. The Russian President
vowed to take additional steps
for bilateral coopera-

tion. Highlighting the steps taken
to ensure the food security in
international level, he said that
Russia has planned to provide
free cereals to the under-devel-
oped African countries. Both
leaders discussed the prospects
of enhancing Eurasian connec-
tivity and Pakistan's pivotal role
in regional integration through
rail, road and energy corridors.

They also exchanged views
on regional and global develop-
ments including the evolving
situation in the Middle East.

It is pertinent to mention
that this year, Pakistan and Rus-
sia are commemorating the 75th
anniversary of establishment of
diplomatic relations.

Three robbers shot dead in encounter with

KARACHI (INP): Three ‘rob-

bers’ were killed allegedly in a
police encounter in Karachi, po-
lice said on Wednesday.

According to SSP City
Amjad Hayat, two police per-
sonnel of Eidgah police station
were patrolling the area on a
motorbike when they came face
to face with three street crimi-
nals. “They asked them to stop.
But the robbers instead of stop-
ping, opened fire at the cops and
tried to flee from the spot,” he
elaborated. But the police, the
SSP added, kept chasing them
till they found themselves in the
jurisdiction of Napier police sta-
tion. “There in an exchange of
fire with the police, all three
outlaws were killed,” he said,

Karachi police

adding, “A pedestrian was also
injured in the firing by robbers.”

Giving further details, the
official said that three pistols and
rounds were also recovered
from the slain street criminals.
“Police are trying to identify
them,” he said, and added, “The
bodies have been shifted to Civil
Hospital.” On the other hand, the
police arrested two ‘most
wanted’ criminals in Gizri area
of Karachi. According to SSP
South Imran Qureshi, those ar-
rested were wanted in different
cases of street crimes.

Giving further details, the
SSP said that police patrolling
the area signaled the suspects
mounted on a bike to stop. “But
instead of stopping, they re-

sorted to firing at the police,”
SSP Qureshi said, adding, “The
police retaliated. Resultantly one
of the robbers was injured. A
30-bore pistol was also recov-
ered from their possession.”

The robbers were identified
as Kashif alias Kashi and Faisal
Qalandar s/o Qalandar Ali.

In yet another police action,
a man supplying ‘Chalia’, a
banned item, to interior Sindh
was arrested in the jurisdiction
of Steel Town police station.

Police said a large quantity
of ‘Chalia’ valued at Rs1 mil-
lion was recovered from the
man’s possession. They further
said that a case had been regis-
tered and investigation was un-
derway.

(QUETTA: Caretaker Provin

1 Informa

\A2/

7

on Mlmster Jan Achakzai along width VCIT University|
Pro DrAndul Hafeez addressing a press conference.

Pakistan disappointed over
UNSC's failure to adopt Russia's
draft for Gaza ceasefire

UNITED NATIONS (INP): Pa-
kistan, which along with many
Arab and OIC countries co-
sponsored the Russian draft
resolution calling for a ceasefire
in Gaza, expressed disappoint-
ment that the UN Security
Council did not approve the bal-
anced text.

“The most urgent need at
this stage is a ceasefire,” Am-
bassador Munir Akram, Perma-
nent Representative of Pakistan
to the UN said.

“Itis, therefore, disappoint-
ing that the Russian draft reso-
lution, which called for an im-
mediate humanitarian ceasefire,
was not adopted,” he added.

The draft did not secure the
required number of nine votes
for adoption. The final vote tally
was 5 in favour (China, Gabon,
Mozambique, the Russian Fed-
eration and the United Arab
Emirates), 4 against (France,
Japan, the United Kingdom, and
the United States), and 6 absten-
tions (Albania, Brazil, Ecuador,
Ghana, Malta and Switzerland).

The Arab and OIC coun-
tries, which co-sponsored the

R\lssmn draft were:

Pakistan, Bahrain, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, the UAE, Qatar,
Kuwait, Oman, Lebanon,
Yemen, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Turkiye, Bangladesh, Maldives,
Mauritania, Sudan, Djibouti,
Eritrea and Mali. Zlmbab\ve
Nicaragua, and Venezuela were
also among the co-sponsors.

Diplomats noted that the
State of Palestine also supported
the Russian draft.

After Monday night’s vote,
Russia’s UN Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia expressed re-
gret over the Security Council's
failure to adopt the resolution,
blaming the “selfish intention of
the Western bloc™.

He said that the Western
countries’ delegations “basically
stomped™ on global hopes for
the Council to put an end to vio-
lence.

Western countries opposed
the resolution on the ground that
it not mention Hamas. US Am-
bassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield said that her coun-
try could not support the Rus-
sian draft resolution as it ignored
Hamas®  terrorism  and

victims.

Special court allows
PTI chief to talk to
his sons on phone

ISLAMABAD (INP): A court es-
tablished under the Official Se-
crets Act has ordered superinten-
dent Adiala Jail to allow PTI chair-
‘man to talk to his sons on phone.

Special court judge Abul
Hasnaat Zulgarnain conducted
hearing of the PTI chairman’s plea
seeking directions for superinten-
dent to allow him to talk to his
sons on phone. After the break as
the proceedings started, Judge
Abul Hasnaat said according to
SoPs the accused was not allowed
to talk to someone on phone. He
however said the court would see
the matter keeping in view the jail
manual. Defence counsel Sheraz
Ranjha said as per Offcial Secrets
Act the accused was allowed to
talk to his family over the phone.
The accused, under the Prisoners

Rules could avail facility to
‘meet his family in jail, he said. The
other accused were also allowed
to talk to avail facility of phone.

The judge asked the defence
counsel to show the court permis-
sion for an accused to talk to his
family members abroad. Upon
that, Ranjha said Jail Manual did
not allow accused to do so, but
Federal Shariat Court (FSC) had
issued a ruling in this regard. He
also submitted the FSC ruling in
the court.




