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Electoral Alliance Talks with NP: No Negotiations with
Other Political Group

Syed Ali Shah:

Protest erupts against killing
of a woman in Quetta

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Chief of Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam
(JUI) Balochistan, Maulana Abdul Wasey on
Thursday confirmed the religious party’s for-
mal negotiations with the National Party (NP)
regarding seat-to-seat adjustments in the up-
coming general elections.

No electoral alliance with
any political party so far

“We have formally discussed seat-to-seat
adjustment with NP”, Maulana Wasey told
Daily Quetta Voice in an exclusive interview.
He said so far no electoral alliance was final-
ized with any political party in Balochistan.

Preferring to avoid sharing information
about electoral alliances, the Maulana said no
formal meeting was held with Pashtoonkhwa
Milli Awami Party (PKMAP) in this regard.
“PKMAP leaders speak about the alliance in
meetings but so far nothing practical”, he clari-
fied.

BAP being merged into
PML N: Maulana

Maulana Wasey said the religious party could
win more seats if fair and transparent elections were
held. He alleged that during 2018, constituencies of
JUI were given to the Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP), preferring to avoid sharing details in this
regard. Although, he said the BAP was likely to be
merged into the Pakistan Muslim League (N). Based
on their (BAP) former lawmakers’ leaked audios, it
seems, the BAP was being merged into the PML N,
he asserted.

CM Domki is a good hu-
man being

The Maulana also stated that the Caretaker
Chief Minister Balochistan, Mardan Domki is a good
human being and now he represents the entire prov-
ince rather than a specific political party. When
asked about the possible joining of Domki of JUI, he said after the completion of tenure he would be in a position to say something about this.

QUETTA: In a recent incident in the Hazar
Ganji area of the city, a woman lost her life,
and two others were injured in a tragic firing
incident. The incident unfolded on Thursday,
leading to a wave of anger and protests within
the community.

Protest caused major
road blockade

As a result of this heinous crime, enraged
protesters took to the streets, blocking major
roadways that include the main Western By-
pass, as well as the Quetta Karachi and

Chaman highways. These impassioned dem-
onstrators also resorted to burning tires as a
symbolic act of expressing their collective out-
rage against this brutal killing.

Protesters demand justice
The community’s call for justice and their

strong demand for a safer environment is reso-
nating loudly, bringing attention to the press-
ing issue of women’s safety.  This incident
serves as a somber reminder of the need for
immediate action and reform to protect the
lives and well-being of all citizens.

Quetta Local Body Elections Set for November 30, 2023: Election Schedule Announced
By Our Correspondent:

CM Domki Inaugurates ENTOPD Renova-
tion Project at Bolan Medical Complex

Health Desk:
QUETTA: In a significant stride
towards advancing healthcare
infrastructure, Caretaker Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki, visited
the Bolan Medical Complex on
Thursday.

 The occasion marked the
inauguration of the renovation
project for the Ear, Nose,
Throat, and Ophthalmology
Department (ENTOPD) in phase
one, as part of the ambitious
Digitalization of the Balochistan
Human Capital Investment
Project.

Secretary Health
Briefs CM

Balochistan
Secretary of Health,

Isfandyar Khan, provided a
comprehensive briefing to the
Caretaker Chief Minister regard-
ing the project’s scope and ob-
jectives.

The project aims to bolster
healthcare services in the re-
gion, ensuring that the people
of Balochistan receive the best
medical care possible.

CM reviews
medical facilities

During his visit, Caretaker
Chief Minister Mir Ali Mardan
Khan Domki took the opportu-
nity to explore various wards of
the Bolan Medical Complex. He
meticulously reviewed the medi-
cal facilities available to pa-
tients, emphasizing the need for
continual improvement in the

healthcare system.
Caretaker Chief Minister Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki expressed

his satisfaction with the progress made thus far, stating that the situa-
tion at BMC had improved significantly.

 However, he underscored the importance of continuing to enhance
the healthcare infrastructure to meet the needs of patients, especially
those from remote areas of the province, including Quetta.

CM directs improving medical fa-
cilities

In line with this commitment to improving healthcare access, the
Caretaker Chief Minister directed that complete medical facilities should
be made available to patients arriving from the farthest corners of
Balochistan. This decision reflects the government’s dedication to en-
suring that every resident, regardless of their location, receives the
necessary medical care.

Dr. Kamalan Gachki, the Medical Superintendent of BMC, was also
present during this momentous occasion.

His presence signified the collective effort and dedication of the
healthcare community in Balochistan to enhance healthcare services
for the betterment of the people.

Quetta, the provincial capital of Balochistan, is gearing
up for its local body elections scheduled for November
30, 2023. The Provincial Election Commissioner of
Balochistan, Sharifullah, officially announced the elec-
tion schedule in Quetta. Here is a breakdown of the key
dates and activities related to the upcoming local govern-
ment elections:

1:Public Notice Issuance: On October 30, 2023, rat-
ing officers will issue the public notice, marking the com-
mencement of the election process.

2:Nomination Papers Submission: From November
2 to November 4, candidates can submit their nomination
papers to contest in the local elections.

3:nnouncement of Nominated Candidates: On No-
vember 6, the list of nominated candidates will be made
public, providing transparency to the election process.

4:Nomination Paper Scrutiny: Between November
7 and November 9, returning officers will diligently scru-
tinize the nomination papers submitted by the candi-
dates.

5:Appeal Submission Deadline: Candidates will have

until November 11 to file appeals against the acceptance or rejection of
their nomination papers by the returning officers.

6:Appeals Review: The Appellate Authority will assess and make
decisions on these appeals by November 14, ensuring fairness and
accountability in the election process.

7:Revised Candidate List: A revised list of candidates will be re-
leased on November 15, providing voters with updated information.

8:Nomination Paper Withdrawal: November 16 is the final date
for candidates to withdraw their nomination papers if they choose to
do so.

9:Election Symbol Allotment: On November 17, election sym-
bols will be allotted to the candidates, symbolizing their identity in the
electoral process.

10:Final Candidate List: The final list of candidates will be offi-
cially released, giving voters a comprehensive overview of their choices.

11:Polling Day: The local body elections in Quetta will take place
on November 30, 2023, allowing citizens to exercise their democratic
rights. This meticulously planned schedule ensures that the local elec-
tions in Quetta will be conducted with transparency, fairness, and
accountability. It is an essential step in promoting civic engagement
and democracy in the region. For more information and updates regard-

ing the Quetta local body elections, stay
tuned to our news channel. Your voice mat-
ters, and these elections are an opportunity
to shape the future of your local commu-
nity.

WHO says medical aid ‘ready to go’ at Gaza
crossing as death toll climbs to 3,785

MONITORING DESK:
Jordan’s Foreign Minister has
said the country feared the
worst was yet to come in the
Gaza war, with no signs of suc-
cess in efforts to de-escalate,
Reuters reports. In remarks at a
press conference with his Ger-
man counterpart, Ayman Safadi
said the war would have “cata-
strophic repercussions” and
urged “protecting the region
from the danger of its expan-
sion”. Jordan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Ayman Safadi speaks with
the media following a meeting
with German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock in Amman.
— Reuters

Pakistan has dispatched
the first batch of humanitarian
assistance to Palestine.

According to state-run
PTV, the aid includes 4,000 blan-
kets, 1,000 tents and three
tonnes of medicines.

The Gaza Health Ministry
has issued an urgent appeal for
diesel to keep hospitals running
after a fifth major medical facil-
ity in the Palestinian enclave
closed due to lack of fuel, the
Associated Press reports.

A statement issued by the
ministry said the Yemen al-
Saeed Hospital in the north of
Gaza was forced to shut down
after running out of fuel. Beit
Hanoun Hospital, Dora
Children’s Hospital, Karama
Hospital and the International
Eye Hospital in Gaza have al-
ready closed due to fuel short-
ages and air strike damage, the
ministry said, adding that ser-
vices at 14 primary health cen-
tres have also been closed
down for similar reasons.

“The ministry issued an urgent call to all gas stations in Gaza and
anyone else who may have a spare litre of diesel to immediately call a
hotline so that the fuel can be transferred to Gaza’s hospitals, now
powered by backup generators with scant fuel supplies,” AP said.

United Nations (UN) Secretary General Antonio Guterres urged
“rapid, unimpeded humanitarian access” to the besieged Gaza Strip, as
Israel kept up its retaliation for Hamas’ October 7 attack, AFP reports.

“We need food, water, medicine and fuel now. We need it at scale
and we need it to be sustained, it is not one small operation that is
required,” Guterres said in Cairo, as calls mounted for aid to reach the
territory’s 2.4 million people. “In plain terms, that means humanitarians
need to be able to get aid in and they need to be able to distribute it
safely,” he said.

The US Department of State has urged its citizens overseas to
exercise “increased caution” due to increased tensions in various loca-
tions around the world, and the potential for terrorist attacks, demon-
strations or violent actions. Tamara Alrifai, who works at the UN relief
agency for Palestine, has called attacks on schools, refugee camps and
other UN premises in Gaza “utterly shocking”. In an interview with Al
Jazeera, she said eight people were killed at a UN school in a strike two
days ago.

“I am lost for words,” Alrifai said. Several thousand people rallied
in Algiers and across the country in support of the Palestinians and to
denounce Israel’s ongoing strikes in the Gaza Strip, AFP reports. “The
people and the army are with you, Palestine!” shouted demonstrators
as they marched towards Martyrs’ Square in Algiers, holding banners
with slogans reading: “No to the murder of children, women and civil-
ians.” A demonstrator stands with a sign showing the faces of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Nazi Germany’s leader Adolf
Hitler during a rally in solidarity with Palestinians.
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Accessing climate finance
By Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

Playing for pennies
By Khurram Husain:

Abraham’s seed
By F.S. Aijazuddin:

THE global landscape
for international climate
finance has in  recent
years undergone a trans-
formational change. Fun-
damentally, it has moved
away from grants to lend-
ing and investments. It
has become overly com-
plex, complicated, and
competitive for
Pakistan’s lethargic
policymaking processes.

The present govern-
ment machinery is con-
strained when it comes to
optimally accessing and
exploiting opportunities
without first clearly un-
derstanding the nature of
available finances, their
intended purpose, and
the distinct roles and re-
sponsibilities of national
and provincial institu-
tions.

To do this, Pakistan
will need to adopt a re-
form agenda that is
driven by the need for
climate-smart develop-
ment. It will, however, re-
quire burying some old
thinking habits and shed-
ding some myths.

As Pakistan has ex-
tremely narrow fiscal
space, it is imperative to
diversify the sources of
financial inflows. Forg-
ing partnerships with
private-sector enter-
prises to access domes-
tic and international cli-
mate finance has become
essential, particularly
since climate risks to the
economy add to macro-
economic volatility.

Let’s identify four
myths that have re-

strained Pakistan’s ac-
cess to climate finance:

Pakistan’s climate
vulnerability is so high
that the world commu-
nity is obligated to ex-
tend a helping hand.

In reality, there is no
international mechanism
to support countries fac-
ing climate disasters.
The 2005 Paris Declara-
tion on Aid Effective-
ness that had committed
0.7 per cent of gross na-
tional income (GNI) as
official development as-
sistance has no compa-
rable instrument in the
realm of climate disas-
ters.

Developed coun-
tries do not accept any
historical responsibility
to support victims of cli-
mate-induced disasters
and they have gradually
reduced their humanitar-
ian assistance budgets.
So, portraying Pakistan
as one of the most vul-
nerable countries will not
always attract interna-
tional finances. In fact,
the opposite may be
true: showing half the
country under floodwa-
ters can scare away po-
tential investors.

Pakistan can invoke
the ‘polluter pays’ prin-
ciple that was adopted at
the Earth Summit in Rio
in 1992 for accessing in-
ternational finance when
the Loss and Damage fi-
nance facility  is
operationalised.

The principle has
indeed found place in
several multilateral envi-
ronmental agreements

and has evolved as an
important legal doctrine
in several domestic juris-
dictions. But presently,
it has little to no utility
in multilateral contexts.

The Paris  Agree-
ment has not accepted
the principle of histori-
cal responsibility nor
have Western countries
agreed upon the notion
of compensation under
any arrangement. In any
case, the size, gover-
nance structure, and eli-
gibility criteria for ac-
cessing the proposed
Loss and Damage fund
are still up in the air.

Developed coun-
tries are duty-bound to
support Pakistan under
the principle of Common
But Differentiated Re-
sponsibilities, also
adopted at the Earth
Summit. The assumption
that Pakistani
policymakers brought
home then was that in-
ternational support
would be in the form of
grants. The subsequent
evolution of the global
climate finance architec-
ture has all but buried
the CBDR principle. The
DNA of climate finance
has undergone pro-
found changes. It now
emphasises blending
and leveraging private-
sector finances.

We in Pakistan did
not recognise it, but the
world system began to
move away from CBDR
even before the Kyoto
Protocol came into force
in 2005. The most signifi-
cant step was taken by

president George W.
Bush in 2002 when he
committed $10 million to
the World Bank for mul-
tilateral development
banks to proactively de-
velop responses to the
financing needed for cli-
mate costs.

This paved the way
for all MDBs to jointly
set up four specialised
funds on clean energy,
renewable energy, for-
estry, and climate resil-
ience, under the umbrella
of Climate Investment
Funds (CIFs). Managed
by all six MDBs, the CIFs
have emerged as impor-
tant instruments to test
and mobilise non-grant
climate finances. Collec-
tively, the CIFs have
supported investments
in 72 countries,
mobilising over $12 bil-
lion by using a combina-
tion of grants,
concessional finance,
co-financing, and pri-
vate-sector leveraging to
finance their projects.

Having served as a
civil society representa-
tive from Asia on its
board and on its advi-
sory group on learning
and evaluation, this
writer has observed first-
hand how CIF projects
have included co-financ-
ing from an array of pub-
lic and private sources
including MDBs, bilat-
eral official agencies, in-
ternational and national
development banks, re-
cipient government na-
tional and municipal
budgets, and commercial
and investment banks.

IN 1945, Adolf Hitler
committed suicide in a
bunker in Berlin. Sev-
enty-eight years later,
his destructive spirit has
reincarnated itself in
Benjamin Netanyahu, a
US-trained Jew. Many of
Hitler’s policies that led
to World War II —
lebensraum, contempt
for treaties, unbridled
militarisation, persecu-
tion of minorities, and
the malevolent use of a
ubiquitous security ap-
paratus — have been re-
born in modern Israel.
Those violations of
civilised norms — once
a casus belli — are now
kosher to the West.

Geography reveals
the vulnerability of the
Gaza Strip. It is only 365
square kilometres — one
tenth the size of Indian
Goa, once similarly
trapped between a hos-
tile mainland and an in-
hospitable sea. India re-
solved that by invading
it in 1961. The Gaza Strip
is dwarfed by Israel’s
22,145 sq km. The
present Palestine/ Israel
contest is between an
underfed David and a
US-fattened Goliath.
Since 1948, Palestinians
have survived off scraps
tossed from the tables of
their wealthy Arab breth-
ren, while Israel has been
the recipient of some
$260 billion in aid from
the US. Every year, it re-
ceives about $3.3bn in
foreign military financ-
ing from it.

Hamas’s surprise
attack last week was a

reprise of the Yom Kip-
pur war of 1973, 50 years
ago, when Egypt and
Syria took advantage of
the Yom Kippur holi-
days to launch an offen-
sive. This attack by
Hamas on a Sabbath
caught Israel again off
guard.

It should not have.
Over the past five years
alone, Israel has in-
vested over $80bn on its
military defence. It must
be galling, therefore, for
the Israeli defence min-
istry to discover that
5,000 Hamas rockets
could penetrate its ex-
pensive security shield
with such precision.

In May 1987, an au-
dacious German teen-
ager, Mathias Rust, flew
his Cessna aircraft from
Helsinki and landed in
Moscow’s Red Square.
The Soviet defence min-
ister Sokolov and other
top officials were forced
to resign. The Israeli de-
fence minister Yoav Gal-
lant has no intention of
going anywhere, except
into the Gaza Strip, with
a vengeance.

Netanyahu has told
the residents of the Gaza
Strip to leave before they
are bombarded into non-
existence. It is a cruel
warning, as callous as if
the Nazis had called on
the Jews living in the
Warsaw Ghetto in 1940
to find alternative ac-
commodation. The final
death toll in that ghetto
was estimated to be
“300,000 killed by bullet
or gas, combined with
92,000 victims of starva-
tion and related dis-

eases”.
The two million

trapped in the Gaza Strip
have nowhere to go .
Their exodus is not
through a Red Sea parted
by Moses. It has to be
through once Pharaonic
Egypt, or the Mediterra-
nean patrolled by two US
aircraft carriers, or into
oblivion.

The US, the UK and
some European coun-
tries have leapt to Israel’s
defence. US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
went overboard in Tel
Aviv by declaring in
Netanyahu’s presence ‘I
am a Jew’. It was more
than J.F. Kennedy’s sym-
bolic assertion: “Ich bin
ein Berliner”, and far be-
yond what Henry
Kissinger would have
admitted. Kissinger sub-
limated his Jewishness
throughout his tightrope
nego tiations between
the Arabs and Israel.

Russia has growled
from its lair, warning the
West that it too has in-
terests in the area. The
Iranian foreign minister
has cautioned Israel that
“violence could spread
to other parts of the
Middle East”. The Irani-
ans and the Saudis are
holding talks “to prevent
a broader surge in vio-
lence across the region”.
Interestingly, China has
remained relatively si-
lent. Is it waiting for the
situation to deteriorate
until its intervention as a
peacemaker becomes in-
evitable? For once, pub-
lic demonstrations in
world capitals have sup-
ported the Palestinians

that go beyond the to-
ken keffiyeh. The slogan
‘Je suis Charlie’ chanted
in Paris has been re-
placed by ‘Je suis
Palestinien[ne]’.

Meanwhile, an Ar-
mageddon waits in the
wings.

Some who spot a
comedy in every tragedy
will have a field day on
the predicament of
Scotland’s First Minister
Humza Yousaf. His
mother-in-law is trapped
in Gaza, unable to es-
cape. Forty years ago,
the British cricketer Ian
Botham remarked caus-
tically that Pakistan was
“the kind of place to
send your mother-in-law
for a month, all expenses
paid”. Humza Yousaf
must wish his mother-in-
law had chosen any-
where — even Pakistan
— for her foreign trip.

Those who have a
reverence for God in
whichever form will re-
call the Bhagavad Gita’s
opening verses. In them,
Arjuna on the battlefield
of Kurukshetra ex-
presses despair at seeing
his kinsmen mixed with
friends and honoured el-
ders: “Some this side,
some that side ranged:
and, seeing those op-
posed, such kith grown
enemies […] If we slay
kinsfolk and friends for
love of earthly power,
Ahovat! What an evil
fault it were!”

Is the Gaza Strip to
become a Semitic
Kurukhshetra, a battle-
g r o u n d - t u r n e d -
grave-yard for the war-
ring seed of Abraham?

IT is now next to impos-
sible to have any for-
ward-looking conversa-
tion about the outlook for
Pakistan’s economy
without taking into con-
sideration the develop-
ments in the Gaza crisis.

The external sector
has always been vulner-
able in Pakistan (barring
a few years of reserve ac-
cumulation here and
there) but rarely has it
been as vulnerable as it
is now.

Consider, for ex-
ample, that in July the
managing director of the
IMF had to point out
that the ongoing Stand-
by Arrangement is one
last shot at trying to re-
store debt sustainability.
If this programme fails,
then debt restructuring
will become inevitable.
The last time Pakistan
undertook debt restruc-
turing was in 2000 and
2001, nearly a quarter of
a century ago.

The managing
director’s comment alone
is enough to know that
the external sector is in a
very precarious position,
one the likes of which it

has not stood in for de-
cades. And given this
precariousness, its vul-
nerability to develop-
ments in  the world,
whether economic or
geopolitical, is magni-
fied.

Two questions are
important to ask about
the Gaza conflict from
this perspective. First,
how far will it go? Sec-
ond, how far will it
spread?

Others are better
positioned to talk about
the geopolitics and driv-
ers of conflict in that cri-
sis. For now, it is enough
to note that this time it is
different. This is not one
of those flare-ups that
has marked the timeline
of Gaza and Israel since
2000.

That was a strategy
the Israelis referred to as
‘mowing the lawn’ ,
which meant going in
after a gap of a few years
and taking out a large
number of the fighters,
bomb-makers, financiers
and other skilled indi-
viduals working with
Hamas, to degrade the
organisation’s ability to
wage conflict. Hamas

would rebuild this capa-
bility in a few years, and
the Israelis would come
in a few years later and
‘mow the lawn’ once
again.

It’s safe to say the
days of ‘mowing the
lawn’ are now over. The
attacks of Oct 7 were so
intense — claiming more
casualties in this short
timespan than the Israe-
lis have faced in any pre-
ceding war — that they
have turned the page in
this conflict forever.

What is opening up
before us now is a much
larger and most likely
more protracted war than
anything seen in the
long history between Is-
rael and Palestine. Unless
diplomacy succeeds in
talking the Israelis out of
their ambition, the attack
on the hospital in Gaza
on Tuesday could be
only the first of many
more such atrocities to
come.

This war has already
started churning the
streets, both in Arab as
well as Western capitals.
The important thing to
note is that it has not
even begun in earnest

yet. These are the days
between Sept 11 and Oct
7, 2001. The real conflict
is yet to begin. How far
it goes, and how much
social upheaval it engen-
ders along the way, re-
mains to be seen — the
protagonists themselves
don’t know.

But note how En-
gland, France and Ger-
many have all passed
decrees trying to curb
public expressions of
support for the Palestin-
ians, perhaps in anticipa-
tion of what is to come,
and how their substan-
tial Arab and Muslim
populations might react.

It is a matter of time
before it starts churning
financial markets too, as
well as the appetite of
bilateral lenders to ac-
quire Pakistani assets.
There are some sugges-
tions that the war could
restore Pakistan’s rel-
evance in some form or
another. But consider the
realignments underway.

This is the first time
I am seeing leaders of
Egypt and Jordan refus-
ing to meet a US presi-
dent on his visit to the
region.

Illegal Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital Sparks Outcry
over Violation of Human Rights

By Samiullah:

In recent years, the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
has witnessed numer-
ous escalations, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
countless lives and ex-
tensive damage to infra-
structure. Among the
most shocking incidents
in this ongoing conflict
is the illegal Israeli attack
on a hospital in Gaza,
which has sparked inter-
national outrage and un-
derscores the pressing
need for international in-
tervention to protect the
most vulnerable indi-
viduals caugh t in the
crossfire.
The Inhuman

Act: Targeting
Hospitals:
War, even when

waged between states
with longstanding con-
flicts, is subject to rules
and conventions. The
fundamental principle of
international humanitar-
ian law is to protect ci-
vilians, including the
wounded, children, and
the elderly. Hospitals are

meant to be sanctuaries
in  times of conflict,
places where the injured
can receive medical care
without fear of attack.
Yet, the attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza flagrantly
violated these principles
and sent shockwaves
through the international
community.
The Impact of

the Attack:
The repercussions

of the attack on a hospi-
tal in Gaza were cata-
strophic. Innocent civil-
ians, including children,
the wounded, and the
elderly, were directly af-
fected by this grave vio-
lation of international
law. Lives were lost, and
the injured faced dire cir-
cumstances with limited
access to medical care.
Moreover, such actions
further fuel the cycle of
violence in the region,
making it increasingly
difficult to  achieve a
peaceful resolution to the
conflict.

International
Responsibility:

The United Nations
and powerful nations
must step up and play a
pivotal role in address-
ing the Israel-Palestine
conflict. The concept
that “the enemy of my
enemy is my friend” has
been a longs tanding
principle in international
relations. In this context,
it should translate into a
resolute commitment to
safeguard the rights and
safety of the most vul-
nerable. Powerful na-
tions should exert diplo-
matic pressure on the
conflicting parties to ad-
here to the rules of war
and peace.

Thucydides’
Insights: Rules of
War and Peace:

The ancient Greek
historian Thucydides, in
his timeless work “His-
tory of the
Peloponnesian War,”
underscored the impor-
tance of rules in times of
war and peace. He ar-
gued that upholding
these rules is not a sign
of weakness but an es-

sential element of the in-
ternational order. The at-
tack on a hospital in Gaza
stands as a blatant vio-
lation of these principles
and underscores the ne-
cessity  of enforcing
them.

To Sum Up:
The illegal Israeli at-

tack on a hospital in Gaza
serves as a stark re-
minder of the tragic con-
sequences that the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
continues to impose on
innocent lives. It is im-
perative for the interna-

tional community to
unite in its efforts to pro-
mote peace, protect the
most vulnerable, and en-
sure the principles of war
and peace are upheld.

As Thucydides
noted, these principles
are not a sign of weak-
ness but the cornerstone
of a just and humane
world order. It is high
time for the United Na-
tions and powerful na-
tions to take proactive
measures to end the suf-
fering and work towards
a lasting solution in the
region.

Pink battle
By Navaira Ali Bangash:

A COMPARATIVE
analysis of breast cancer
data from over a decade
ago to now shows inter-
esting figures: the aver-
age age of diagnosis has
shifted in women from
the sixth to the fourth
and third decades of their
lives. Today, even young
girls are falling prey to
the disease, making the
situation increasingly
complex for countries like
Pakistan where breast
cancer occurs more often
in comparison to other
Asian countries.

The total number of
breast cancer cases diag-
nosed in 2020 in Pakistan
was 25,928, according to
GLOBOCAN 2020. This
accounts for 14.5 per cent
of new cases detected in
the country throughout
the year. The infamous
‘one in  every nine
women’ ratio of Pakistani
women becoming af-
flicted with breast cancer
is at once frightening and
alarming. Pakistan, sadly,
also has the highest mor-
tality rate among Asian
countries.

Meanwhile, a study
conducted by Zunaira
Shoukat and other re-
searchers indicated that

a staggering 63.2pc of its
participants lacked
knowledge about breast
cancer and 64.7pc were
ignorant about mam-
mography screening.
For a country with such
a high incidence count,
these figures are shock-
ing and point to the
need for greater aware-
ness and information
about the disease. It was
also noted that the lack
of knowledge is not due
to poor education alone
as many educated pa-
tients of a higher socio-
economic status dis-
played negligible under-
standing about the
malady, and more so
about the means and im-
portance of reporting it
in time. The reasons for
Pakistan’s soaring cases
and ways to reduce oc-
currences have been un-
der discussion for a
while.

Non-modifiable risk
factors for breast cancer
include aging, genetic
mutations, family history,
etc. Modifiable risk fac-
tors are sedentary
lifestyles, hormone
therapies and certain
habits such as smoking.
What is more important
is that many women, es-

pecially in Pakistan, be-
come breast cancer pa-
tients without any risk
factors, whereas, a risk
factor does not neces-
sarily translate into be-
coming a victim of the
ailment. So the next best
option is  screening,
early detection and
minimising risks. Treat-
ment is possible when it
is diagnosed at an early
stage because timely
treatment is neither com-
plex nor expensive. Early
detection is one of the
most pressing concerns
worldwide and is
achievable with public
education and aware-
ness. Estimates show
that each year over
83,000 cases are re-
ported in Pakistan and
most cases of breast can-
cer in Pakistani women
are diagnosed at an ad-
vanced stage. Apart
from a low literacy rate
among women, igno-
rance about symptoms
and inhibitions around
breast cancer form major
reasons for late diag-
noses.

One would like to
believe that due to ini-
tiatives by the govern-
ment and NGOs, an adult
woman unaware of the

affliction and its impact
is a rare sighting. But,
rural areas and a thor-
ough research of facts
and figures reveal sad
truths. The American
Cancer Society says that
women between 40 and
44 years should be given
the choice to go for an-
nual breast cancer
screening with
mammograms while
those from 45 to 54 years
should be advised to get
mammograms done ev-
ery year. Unfortunately,
mammography is only
available to a particular
segment of society that
can afford the facility.

Screening facilities
in government hospitals
are severely over-
stretched and rural areas
are deprived of primary
healthcare, so expecting
a specialised screening
service is wishful think-
ing. The PC-1 of a project
to establish screening
units in seven hospitals
across KP in collabora-
tion with the Institute of
Radiotherapy and
Nuclear Medicine was
approved last year to
ensure the ‘availability of
world class screening
facilities free of cost’ to
the masses.

2m children out of school in Balochistan
as learning quality declines

Editorial:
QUETTA: In Balochistan, over 2 million children are out of school despite
repeated enrollment campaigns by the provincial education department, politi-
cal parties and non-governmental organizations. Learning quality in govern-
ment-run schools continues to decline as teachers are recruited on a political
basis with no proper training to teach students. During the middle-level exami-
nation for the year 2019-20, only 0.8 percent of students secured an A + grade
across the province. This simply exposed the declining quality of education in
government-run schools.
322 students out of a total of 42,823 got A+ grades in the middle examination

Only 322 students got A + grade out of a total of 42,823 candidates in the
middle-level examination, statistics of the Balochistan Assessment and Exami-
nation Commission (BAEC) revealed.

This painted a bleak picture of declining and poor quality of education.
The documents showed 122 students got an A grade during the examination
conducted in the province. In 9 districts including Barkhan, Harnai, Kachi,
Kharan, Musakhail, Nushki, Sherani, Killa Abdullah, and Sikandar Abad, no
student achieved an A + grade.

The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46%
The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46 percent as per statistics obtained

from the education department with 61 percent male and 29 percent female.
The province has not conducted any survey to assess the learning quality of
students studying in over 15,000 government-run primary, middle and high
schools across Balochistan. As per a confidential report obtained by Daily
Quetta Voice, still over 2 million children are out of school. Similarly, the num-
ber of enrolled students in government schools is 1,119,925, the report men-
tioned.

The students studying in private schools are in addition to this. However,
no data about the private schools’ enrollment is available.

47% of children are out of school in Balochistan
The report mentioned the percent of the out of school children stands at

47 percent. It means half of the children of Balochistan are deprived of educa-
tion. Those who are going to government schools are unable to read a sen-
tence in English.
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US missiles won't help Ukraine,
says Putin

US reports deal with Egypt to restart aid to
Gaza as death toll rises to 3,478

Israel-Hamas war: Pakistan has no in-
tention to send Army to Gaza

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Foreign Office (FO)
S p o k e s p e r s o n
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
reiterated Pakistan's
unwavering commit-
ment to supporting the
Palestinian cause and
clarified Pakistan has
no intention to send
troops to Palestine.
She said Pakistan has
no intention to send
troops to Palestine
amid the ongoing war
between Hamas and
Israel. FO spokesper-
son expressed grave
concerns about the on-
going humanitarian cri-
sis infringed by Israel
in Gaza. "Pakistan will
continue to support
Palestinians' right to
self-determination,"
adding that, in Organi-
zation of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) meet-
ing, Pakistan asserted

a resolute stance on
the Gaza crisis, firmly
advocating for the
rights and dignity of the
Palestinian people.

She highlighted
caretaker foreign min-
ister held crucial dis-
cussions with their
Saudi counterpart dur-
ing a diplomatic visit to
Saudi Arabia. The
talks revolved around
the pressing matter of
Gaza, as Pakistan
seeks to build regional
consensus for a
peaceful resolution.

"Pakistan desires
peace in the Middle
East," the spokesper-
son stressed, reaffirm-
ing Pakistan's dedica-
tion to promoting sta-
bility and harmony in
the region. To demon-
strate Pakistan's soli-
darity with Palestine,
the government has

dispatched a special
plane carrying vital hu-
manitarian aid to
Gaza. The aid package
includes medical sup-
plies, blankets, tents,
and daily necessities to
alleviate the suffering
of the Palestinian
people. The FO
spokesperson called
for an immediate halt
to the Israeli bombard-
ment in Gaza and the
lifting of restrictions
that have strangled the
region. "Pakistan
wholeheartedly wel-
comes all measures
aimed at establishing a
ceasefire in Gaza," the
spokesperson de-
clared. To ensure the
efficient delivery of
aid, Pakistan's assis-
tance to Palestine will
be routed through
Egypt. This substantial
100-ton aid package

encompasses medi-
cines, food, tents, and
interpreters to address
the immediate needs of
the affected popula-
tion. "All these relief
goods from Egypt will
be promptly delivered
to the specified places
in Palestine," the
spokesperson con-
firmed, emphasizing
Pakistan's commit-
ment to standing with
the Palestinian people
in their time of need.
PM Kakar in China
MOFA spokesperson
said that caretaker
Prime Minister Anwar
ul Haq Kakar is in
China for Belt and
Road Imitative anni-
versary global forum
meet up of global lead-
ers. She said that pre-
mier will return Paki-
stan after visiting
Xinyang. TEL AVIV/GAZA (INP):

Egypt agreed to reopen
its border crossing with
the Gaza Strip to allow
aid to reach Palestinians,
the U.S. said, as the hu-
manitarian crisis wors-
ened in the narrow en-
clave and anti-Israel pro-
tests flared across the
Middle East.

The region re-
mained volatile in the af-
termath of an explosion
at Gaza's Al-Ahli al-Arabi
hospital late on Tues-
day, which Palestinian
officials said killed 471
people and blamed on
what they said was an
Israeli air strike. Israel
and the US said the
cause was a failed rocket
launch by anti-Israeli
Palestinian militants in
Gaza who denied respon-
sibility.

Lior Haiat, spokes-
person for Israel's For-
eign Ministry, said on
social media platform X
that at the hospital "sev-
eral dozen people were
apparently  killed," a
much lower toll than re-
ported by Palestinian of-
ficials. Amid outrage
over the hospital explo-
sion, demonstrations
erupted in the Israeli-oc-
cupied Palestinian West
Bank, Iran, Jordan, Leba-
non, Tunisia and else-

where.
Israeli forces shot

dead two Palestinian
teenagers in the West
Bank during protests,
Palestinian officials said,
while Lebanese security
forces fired tear gas and
water canon at protest-
ers throwing projectiles
near the US embassy, TV
footage showed.

While flying home
from a less than eight-
hour visit to Israel, US
President Joe Biden dis-
cussed aid for Gaza with
Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi by
phone late on Wednes-
day. Biden told reporters
that Sisi agreed to open
the Rafah crossing from
Egypt to Gaza to allow
about 20 trucks carrying
humanitarian aid into the
enclave, where people
are desperately short of
food, water, fuel and
other essentials after Is-
rael unleashed a block-
ade and air strikes 12
days ago. Biden did not
give a timeline for the
opening, but US national
security spokesman
John Kirby said it would
occur in coming days
following repairs to the
road. Amid fears the con-
flict could spread be-
yond Gaza, Biden had
planned to meet Arab

leaders. But Jordan
called off his planned
summit there with Egypt
and the Palestinian Au-
thority after the hospital
blast.

AP adds: Biden said
Egypt’s president agreed
to open the crossing and
to let in an initial group
of 20 trucks with humani-
tarian aid. If Hamas con-
fiscates aid, “it will end,”
he said. The aid will start
moving Friday at the ear-
liest, White House offi-
cials said. Egypt must
still repair the road
across the border that
was cratered by Israeli
airstrikes. More than 200
trucks and some 3,000
tons of aid are positioned
at or near the Rafah
crossing, Gaza’s only
connection to Egypt,
said the head of the Red
Crescent for North Sinai,
Khalid Zayed. Supplies
will go in under supervi-
sion of the UN, Egyptian
Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry told Al-Arabiya
TV. Asked if foreigners
and dual nationals seek-
ing to leave would be let
through, he said: “As
long as the crossing is
operating normally and
the (crossing) facility
has been repaired.”

Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin

Netanyahu’s office said
the decision was ap-
proved after a request
from Biden. It said Israel
“will not thwart” deliver-
ies of food, water or
medicine from Egypt, as
long as they are limited
to civilians in the south
of the Gaza Strip and
don’t go to Hamas mili-
tants. The statement
made no mention of fuel,
which is badly needed
for hospital generators.

Relatives of some of
the roughly 200 people
who were taken hostage
and forced back to Gaza
during the attack reacted
in fury to the aid an-
nouncement.

“Children, infants,
women, soldiers, men,
and elderly, some with
serious illnesses,
wounded and shot, are
held underground like
animals,” said a state-
ment from the Hostage
and Missing Families
Forum. But “the Israeli
government pampers the
murderers and kidnap-
pers.” Palestinian rocket
attacks on Israel resumed
Wednesday after a 12-
hour lull. Israeli strikes on
Gaza continued, includ-
ing on cities in the south
that Israel had described
as “safe zones” for civil-
ians.

BEIJING (INP): Russian
President Vladimir Putin
said Wednesday the
long-range missiles
Washington had sup-
plied Kyiv would only
prolong the country's
agony, hours after
Ukraine's  leader
Volodymyr Zelensky
said they had already
proved their worth.

Ukraine also re-
ported more deaths from
the latest wave of Rus-
sian missile strikes and
said they were bracing
for an expected fresh as-
sault on the frontline
town of Avdiivka.

It had been a "mis-
take" for Washington to
give Ukraine long-range
ATACMS missiles,
Putin told journalists at
a news conference in
Beijing. "War is war, and,
of course ... they pose a
threat, that goes without
saying," he said in re-
sponse to questions
about the weapons.

"But most impor-
tantly, this  will not
change the situation on
the line of contact dra-
matically at all," he
added. The decision to
supply the missiles had
been "another mistake
on the part of the United
States," he said. "It just
prolongs the agony."
White House confirmed
on Tuesday that it had
provided Ukraine with
the longer-range weap-
ons they had requested

to strike deep inside
Russian-held territory.
According to US media
outlets the ATACMS
have a maximum range of
around 160 kilometres
(100 miles).

Russian officials
had already accused
Ukraine on Tuesday of
using the US-supplied
missiles to  attack
Berdyansk, a Russian-
controlled port city in
Ukraine's southeastern
Zaporizhzhia region.

Zelensky confirmed
Ukraine had used the
missiles after the attacks,
but did not give details
about how or when they
were deployed. "They
have performed very ac-
curately. ATACMS have
proven themselves," he
said in an evening ad-
dress Tuesday. On
Wednesday, he posted
on X, formerly Twitter, to
say he had had talks with
French President
Emmanuel Macron "on
the next steps to
strengthen Ukraine's air
defence, long-range, and
naval capabilities".

Zelensky later said
in his evening address
that he had discussed
"the work of 'grain corri-
dors' in the Black Sea"
which he said were "im-
portant not only for our
country but also for the
whole world, for global
stability". Macron said
that the multiple unfold-
ing global crises would

"in no way weaken"
French or EU support to
Kyiv.

Russia on Wednes-
day said it  had shot
down two Ukrainian mis-
siles targeting Crimea,
which was annexed by
Russia in 2014 and is in-
creasingly under fire
from Ukrainian strikes.

Russia's defence
ministry said the missile
debris fell in a deserted
area and there was no
damage or casualties.

Kyiv warned that
Russian forces were
likely to escalate their
assault on the frontline
town of Avdiivka, as
Moscow continued
shelling nearby Ukrai-
nian positions. Ukraine
has in recent weeks re-
ported intense Russian
attacks  on Avdiivka,
which lies just north of
the Moscow-controlled
city of Donetsk, seized
by pro-Russian separat-
ist forces in 2014.

"I can say for sure
that this is the largest
offensive that has ever
taken place in Avdiivka
since the war began in
2014," the head of the
town's administration
Vitaliy Barabash said on
television. While attacks
on the town itself had
quietened down, Russia
had continued to shell
Ukrainian positions.
"Most likely, in the next
few days we expect this
escalation to continue,"

he added.
The town has be-

come a symbol of Ukrai-
nian resistance against
Moscow, with Kyiv
clinging on despite re-
lentless Russian attacks
during the Kremlin's al-
most 20-month long of-
fensive.

Russian forces now
control territory to the
east, north and south of
Avdiivka, gradually
tightening the noose in
a bid to push Ukrainian
forces further from
Donetsk. Avdiivka itself
has been devastated by
the conflict and most of
its pre-war population of
around 30,000 has fled.

Russia continued to
attack other parts of
Ukraine overnight, as
officials said air strikes
on Ukraine's
Zaporizhzhia and
Dnipropetrovsk regions
had killed at least six
people. Five died in a
missile strike that hit a
residential building in
the southeastern city of
Zaporizhzhia, local offi-
cials said. A 31-year-old
woman was killed in a
strike on a town just out-
side the city of Dnipro,
Ukraine's internal affairs
minister Igor Klymenko
said. Zaporizhzhia gov-
ernor Yuriy Malashko
said Russia had
"launched six missile at-
tacks on Zaporizhzhia"
in the early  hours of
Tuesday.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in a meeting with the Ambassador of the State of Palestine in
Pakistan Ahmed Jawad Rabei, and expressing solidarity with the people of Palestine.

ISLAMABAD: SAPM Jawad Sohrab Malik Launches Web-Based Application for recovery of dues of
overseas Pakistani workers on 19th October 2023.

CHINA: International students from Shandong University of Science and Technology's College of
International Exchange practice a martial art for agility at the Shi Hai An (West Coast) New Area
Traditional Chinese Medicine Hospital in Qingdao, East China's Shandong Province. The Bedouins
are learning.

Saudi Arabia donates dates to PBM for dis-
tribution among needy

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (KSA) Relief has
donated five tons of
dates to Pakistan Baitul
Mal (PBM) for distribu-
tion among the needy in
a ceremony at Pakistan
Baitul Mal's Women Em-
powerment Display Cen-
ter in F-9 Park,
Islamabad.

At this event, no-
table figures in atten-
dance were Managing
Director Pakistan Baitul
Mal, Amir Fida Paracha,
Official Engineer Tarad
Al Mehjal from KSA Re-
lief and Abdullah, Head
of Distribution at KSA
Relief.

Amir Fida Paracha,
MD Pakistan Baitul-Mal,
during his speech at the
ceremony emphasized
that their organization

consistently placed a
high priority on collabo-
rating with international
and regional entities to
advance humanitarian
efforts across a wide
spectrum of social secu-
rity areas.

He mentioned that
Saudi Arabia has consis-
tently supported Paki-
stan during challenging
times, extending coop-
eration to the country
across various domains,
including investments,
global politics, trade,
and humanitarian initia-
tives. This steadfast
partnership holds im-
mense value for the
people of Pakistan.

As is the tradition
every year, the generous
gift of five tons of dates
from KSA Relief to the
people of Pakistan
serves as a testament to

the enduring friendship
between the two coun-
tries. Pakistan Baitul Mal
takes immense pride in
the trust bestowed by
KSA Relief.

Amir Fida Paracha
extended gratitude to the
Saudi Government on
behalf of Pakistan and
expressed optimism for
the enduring collabora-
tion between Pakistan
Baitul Mal and KSA Re-
lief.

He emphasized their
commitment to not only
supporting various ini-
tiatives but also foster-
ing the exchange of ex-
periences to serve the
greater humanitarian
cause.

Speaking to the dis-
tinguished guests, the
Managing Director of
Pakistan Baitul-Mal ex-
pressed a profound ad-
miration for KSA Relief's
services and initiatives.

KSA Relief extends aid
and relief to those in
need worldwide, includ-
ing Pakistan. This orga-
nization diligently uti-
lizes the available re-
sources to provide es-
sential facilities to disad-
vantaged individuals in
Pakistan through vari-
ous programs, he said
and added, this signifi-
cant partnership holds
immense value for Paki-
stan Baitul Mal. The en-
during cooperation of
our friends from Saudi
Arabia is always trea-
sured.

Tarad Al Mehjal, of-
ficial engineer of KSA
Relief and Abdullah, the
Head of Distribution at
KSA Relief, reiterated
that Pakistan Baitul Mal
had been a longstanding
partner in the realm of
social services and this
collaboration would en-
dure into the future.



DAILY QUETTA VOICE Friday,October,20,202304

CPEC generated 236,000 jobs in Pakistan,
a glimpse of 10-year-old BRI 

Pakistan joins newly-launched Beijing Ini-
tiative for Green Development

BEIJING (INP): In a major
development of the concerted
efforts towards a green future,
the Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) of Pa-
kistan joined the Beijing Initia-
tive for Belt and Road Green
Development as a founding
member. 

The initiative was launched
in Beijing today at the High-
Level Forum on Green Devel-
opment.

The Forum is part of the
two-day Third Belt and Road
Forum for International Coop-
eration that ended today. The
Green Investment and Finance
Project (GIFP) of BRI part-
ners was kicked off in tandem.

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri,
executive director of the Sus-
tainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), told reporter
from China Economic Net
(CEN) that green financing is
the solution to climate-friendly
economic growth. 

“Our institution will con-
tinue to work closely with Chi-
nese partners to address com-
mon climate concerns”. 

Shakeel Ahmad Ramay,
Chief Executive Officer of
Asian Institute of Eco-civiliza-
tion Research and Develop-
ment, said in an interview with
CEN that as Pakistan is fac-
ing both economic and environ-
mental challenges, green fi-
nancing will help the country
mitigate both problems, reduc-
ing poverty and providing cli-
mate-compatible infrastruc-
ture. Shariq Shaikh
Muhammad, chief representa-
tive of the National Bank of
Pakistan (NBP) Beijing Office,
said, “Green development is
the future. NBP is also striv-
ing to enhance its capacity to
facilitate the generation of
green energy. 

We will also turn the of-
fice in Beijing into an opera-
tion branch to cement collabo-
ration with China”.

Zhang Jianyu, executive
director of BRI International
Green Development Institute,
which is one of the organizers
of the forum and is also carry-
ing out climate change mitiga-
tion and adaptation projects in

collaboration with Pakistan, told
CEN that climate commitment,
integration with digitalization
and information technology,
and exquisite but impactful
projects for communities hold
the key to efficient, sustainable
green BRI development in the
future.  

The forum was addressed
by UN Secretary-General
António Guterres, who
stressed that Green Silk Road
can help step-up the global ef-
forts for green future in two
key areas. 

“First, investments flowing
from the Green Silk Road are
an important opportunity to
fast-track sustainable and cli-
mate-resilient development to
protect lives and livelihoods. 

Second, we must ensure
that any new infrastructure in-
vestments through the Green
Silk Road turbocharge a just
and sustainable transition away
from planet-wrecking fossil
fuels towards renewable en-
ergy”. Over 400 representa-
tives from over 40 countries at-
tended the forum.

BEIJING:  Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq meets Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Beijing.

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Information Minister Jan Achakzai addressing a
press conference.

GUJAR KHAN: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf inugrating solar energy system at
Gujar Khan Bar.

Xi, PM Kakar hails Pak-China partnership
as ‘made in heaven’

BEIJING (INP): Prime Min-
ister Anwaarul Haq Kakar on
Thursday met Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in Beijing and
hailed Pakistan’s partnership
with its neighbour as “made in
heaven”.

“We will always stand with
China and trust you blindly,” the
premier told President Xi dur-
ing a meeting on the sidelines
of the third Belt and Road Fo-
rum (BRF) for Inter-national
Cooperation.

The premier is in China on
a two-day visit to attend the
forum which is being held amid
the backdrop of ongoing cel-
ebrations marking 10 years of
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

A day earlier, the two
countries had decided to ex-
pand the scope of the
multibillion-dollar infrastructure
project, which will now diver-
sify to areas like industrial de-
velopment, ICT, livelihood
projects, mining and mineral
exploration, and agriculture.

During his meeting with
President Xi today, PM Kakar
expressed Pakistan’s “deep
commitment” to China. He
described the ties between the
two countries as “sweeter than
honey” and an “iron-clad broth-
erhood”.

“The kind of global chal-
lenges that many nations are
facing today, they need an-
swers — deep and long-term

answers. And the Belt and
Road Initiative is an answer to
all those questions,” Kakar
said.

He stated that the path of
modernisation adopted by
China for the past many years
was a lesson for Pakistan on
how a country could transform
the lives of millions of people.

Kakar reiterated that Pa-
kistan would stand steadfast
with China and there was no
“dissenting view” in this re-
gard.

“I reiterate that Pakistan
will not allow anything to un-
dermine our strategic partner-
ship and we actually mean that.
We will continue to strengthen,
realise and articulate in our
actions […] we will not just
show commitment through
words but also through action,”
he said.

The Chinese should be as-
sured that Pakistan would not
“take back an inch” in its rela-
tionship with China, the PM
vowed.

Separately, in a post on X
(formerly Twitter), Kakar said:
“President Xi reassured that
China would continue support-
ing Pakistan’s sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and develop-
ment, and would continue sup-
porting us in harnessing our
geo-economic potential and as
a hub of regional trade and
economics, which is our shared
vision”.

He added that the Chinese
President had also accepted his
invitation to visit Pakistan at the
earliest.

Earlier today, Kakar also
met a number of Chinese cor-
porate executives, state-run
Radio Pakistan reported.

During the meetings, the
premier encouraged Chinese
firms to explore the “vast in-
vestment potential in Pakistan,
especially in information tech-
nology, agriculture, renewable
energy, textile, digital economy
and the mining sector”.

According to the report,
the PM apprised Chinese busi-
nessmen of Pakistan’s initia-
tives for economic and finan-
cial stability.

Sharing Pakistan’s vision
for sustainable and inclusive
development, he outlined
Pakistan’s investor-friendly
policies, including the establish-
ment of the Special Investment
Facilitation Council, which he
said would act as a one-win-
dow platform to facilitate for-
eign investment.

Meanwhile, Chinese entre-
preneurs briefed the premier on
their business portfolios in Pa-
kistan and expressed interest
in working with Pakistani part-
ners.

PM Kakar also invited the
executives to Pakistan to dis-
cuss their business interests
with the relevant ministers,
Radio Pakistan added.

A woman killed, 2 injured in Quetta
Hazar Ganji attack

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: A woman was
killed and another two injured
when unknown accused
opened fire in the Hazar Ganji
area of the provincial capital
on Thursday.

One woman was
dead on the spot

Police sources said un-
known accused on a motor-
cycle attacked women in
Hazar Ganji. One woman was
killed on the spot, whereas, two
women sustained injuries.

Injured women
rushed to hospital

The injured women were
rushed to the Bolan Medical
Hospital for medical treatment.

The accused sped away on
their motorcycle after the at-
tack.

Police reached the spot
Police reached the spot as an investigation into the inci-

dent went underway.
The Caretaker Balochistan Home Minister, Captain (R)

Mir Zubair Jamali strongly condemned the attack and di-
rected police to arrest the culprits involved in the attack. In a
statement issued after the incident, Mr. Jamali expressed grief
over the incident and said that the terrorists would be brought
to justice.

Experts Emphasize Youth Inclusion in Governance
and Accountability at NUML Seminar in Quetta

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA (October 19, 2023) – The Anti-Cor-
ruption Establishment Balochistan (ACEB) and
the National University of Modern Languages
(NUML) jointly hosted a seminar discussing
the pivotal role of youth in strengthening ac-
countability and governance in Balochistan.

This collaborative event forms part of a
comprehensive capacity-building project sup-
ported by the U.S. Embassy’s Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs (INL) and executed by the Accountability
Lab.

Youth role pivotal for ac-
countability

During the seminar, Mr. Khalid Ahmed
Gola, Deputy Director of ACEB, enlightened
students about the structure and mission of
ACEB. He underscored the significance of
educating the youth about their role in enhanc-
ing governance and accountability within the
province.

Additionally, he introduced students to
complaint mechanisms, including the auto-
mated complaint management system and
WhatsApp numbers for reporting instances
of corruption and maladministration by gov-
ernment officials or departments.

Importance of accountability
and transparency discussed

Addressing the pressing economic and
governance challenges, Mr. Nisar Ahmed, Re-
gional Director of NUML Quetta, stressed the
importance of raising awareness among the

general public about the repercussions of corruption and
the existing mechanisms for fostering transparency and
accountability. He emphasized the need to educate the
public about reporting corruption, maladministration, and
the misuse of authority, thereby supporting anti-corrup-
tion endeavors to combat corruption and enhance pub-
lic service delivery in Balochistan.

Asif Farooqi spotlighted role of
civil society

Asif Farooqi, Deputy Director Programs of Account-
ability, spotlighted the essential role of civil society in
governance improvement, advocating for change, and
promoting transparency in communities. He emphasized
the necessity of creating space for active participation
by civil society, despite existing challenges related to
regulatory frameworks and security in Balochistan.

BEIJING (INP): Data from the Chi-
nese Embassy in Pakistan shows
that till the end of 2022, CPEC has
generated a total of 236,000 jobs
in Pakistan, China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on Thursday.

It has been a decade since
China unveiled the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI). Ten years on, what
has the mega project brought to
the people of the countries along
the BRI route, and what can we
expect from BRI in the days to
come?  Pakistanis working on
China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), a massive project un-
der BRI to capitalize on Pakistan’s
geographical importance and im-
prove Pakistan’s socio-economic
conditions, shared their views.

Pakistan is a country facing
a severe power shortage. Accord-
ing to Ktrade Research, the per-
centage of the population in Paki-
stan that has access to electricity
in 18 years increased by only 1.1
ppts.  However, 9,740MW in ca-
pacity created by CPEC had fu-
eled the number rose by 3.8 ppts
in just 4 years. CPEC power plants
are providing cheaper electricity
by utilizing coal reserves, which
reduced Pakistan’s oil and gas bill
burden.  Inside the Thar Block-1
Integrated Coal Mine Power
Project, an open-pit coal mine with
an annual lignite output of 7.8 mil-
lion tons and a total capacity of

1,320MW, is providing the most
cost-effective energy to millions
of Pakistani households. 

Gul Hassan, a mining engi-
neer with Sino Sindh Resources
(Pvt.) Ltd. (SSRL), told China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN), "The Thar
Block-1 project has been instru-
mental in transforming the lives
of people in Thar." Furthermore,
renewable energy projects of wa-
ter, wind, etc. under CPEC are also
optimizing the country’s energy
structure.

Peerzada Zain ul Abideen,
O&M manager of PowerChina
HDEC Engineering Company Lim-
ited Pakistan, proudly said that the
12 projects in Jhimpir of his com-
pany have generated 1888.29
GWh of electricity so far.  In
Gharo, Sindh, Muhammad Saleem
Munshi, Chief Financial Officer of
Hydrochina Dawood Power (Pvt)
Limited told CEN that the wind
speed in the area is up to 7 meters
per second. If properly devel-
oped, it can meet 5%-10% of the
nation’s power demand. Data from
the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan
shows that till the end of 2022,
CPEC has generated a total of
236,000 jobs in Pakistan.  Azim ul
Haq is a HSE Engineer working at
the 1263MW Punjab Power Plant
in Jhang to ensure the project
personnel’s safety and health
standards are met. "Earnings from

this job provide comfortable liv-
ing for my families.  Although liv-
ing away from family and my new-
born daughter is difficult, given
that the power project's location
is far from my home town, the
company provides me with all
kinds of benefits and allows me
to take vacations as needed," he
said.  "Locals find learning and
working opportunities here. Most
of the engineers, managers, and
workers are from nearby areas",
Peerzada Zain ul Abideen said,
adding, "I myself have also been
offered a job that my family and
friends are proud of and a good
salary". Muhammad Waqas, Di-
rector Finance of the UEP 100MW
wind farm in Jhimpir said the most
worthwhile thing he ever did was
to choose wind power as his ca-
reer while he also holds certificates
in computer programming, teach-
ing, and accountant. "I can learn
state-of-the-art technologies of
one of the most promising sec-
tors.  Chinese brothers are trans-
ferring the advanced mechanism
to Pakistan", he said, adding, "Be-
fore the pandemic, I went to China
every year to learn about power-
related technologies and business
know-how". Mir Arslan Ali, As-
sistant Duty Officer of the Con-
trol and Protection Department,
Matiari to Lahore ±660kV HVDC
Transmission .


