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Tragic Accident Claims 6 Lives in District Musakhail
Abdul Rehman Musakhail:
In a heart-wrenching incident in the Rara Sham area of District
Musakhail, a terrible accident resulted in the loss of six lives on
Saturday evening. Reports indicate that multiple individuals have
sustained injuries, with some still trapped in their vehicles.

Levies sources said to compound the crisis, two ambulances
are reportedly missing, leaving both bodies and suffering injured
individuals stranded on the road.

Four injured referred to DG Khan
Four of the injured have been urgently referred to Dera Ghazi

Khan for medical treatment. Traffic accident on this highway link-
ing Balochistan with Punjab province has become the order of the
day. In Balochistan, reckless driving and poor conditions on roads
have claimed thousands of precious human lives. So far, the provin-
cial transport department has not been able to implement traffic
rules across the province to avoid human loss in deadly traffic acci-
dents.

Alarming Rise in Cancer Cases: Balochistan Records Over
16,000 New Patients Annually

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In a recent seminar held to mark
Breast Cancer Awareness Month at a local
hotel in Quetta, medical experts revealed a
concerning trend in Balochistan, with over
16,000 new cancer patients diagnosed each
year.

Cancer claims more than 40,000
lives annually: Dr. Khan

Professor Dr. Khan Muhammad Babar, a
prominent health expert, emphasized that can-
cer claims more than 40,000 lives annually
across Pakistan, and the rising numbers of can-
cer patients in Balochistan, particularly breast
cancer cases, are indeed alarming.

Lack of Awareness Main
Reason

The underlying causes of this trend, ac-
cording to Mr. Babar, include a lack of aware-
ness and the persistence of tribal and official
taboos. Medical experts highlighted that insuf-
ficient awareness and inadequate healthcare
facilities in rural Balochistan are contributing
to the increasing number of breast cancer pa-
tients, with the fatal disease claiming over 3,000
lives each year.

Dr. Achakzai calls for
more serious efforts

Dr. Feroz Khan Achakzai, a young medi-
cal expert, emphasized the need for a more
serious governmental approach to tackle the
rampant issue of cancer.

He pointed out that a significant number of
patients are diagnosed in stage four, which is
the most critical stage for any cancer patient.

Government urged to
double efforts

Health experts called on both provincial and
federal governments to redouble their efforts
in creating awareness and saving human lives.
Notably,

Balochistan lacks a state-of-the-art can-
cer hospital, and the poorly equipped CENAR
hospital is ill-equipped to handle the growing
number of cancer patients.

The establishment of a dedicated cancer
hospital in Quetta, the provincial capital, has
long been a demand of the Balochistan people.

Urgent need for comprehensive
measures to address crisis

This news item underlines the urgent need
for comprehensive measures to address the
cancer crisis in Balochistan and emphasizes the
importance of creating awareness and improv-
ing healthcare infrastructure to save lives.

Tribal Disputes Hampering Peace:
Balochistan Home Minister

Staff Reporter :
QUETTA: Balochistan Caretaker Home Min-
ister, Captain (R) Zubair Jamali on Saturday
said tribal disputes were hampering peace in
the province. In a statement issued here, Mr.
Jamali said the Balochistan government was
playing its due role in the solution of tribal dis-
putes.

BNP announces long march
from Wadh to Quetta

The Home Minister’s statement has come
after the Balochistan National Party (BNP)
announced to launch of a long march on Octo-
ber 22nd (tomorrow) against the law and order
situation in the Wadh Tehsil of Balochistan.

Balochistan is a sensitive
province: Minister

Balochistan is considered a sensitive prov-
ince of the country regarding the law and or-
der situation, the Home Minister mentioned.
Section 144 has been imposed to maintain the
law and order situation, he explained.

Mr. Jamali stated that Communication is
part of the strong traditions of tribal society.
Tribal conflicts hinder the establishment of

peace. People always suffer from conflicts, he
added.

Obstacle to peace be re-
moved: Jamali

Obstacles to a peaceful resolution of the
conflict will be removed, he announced. He
urged the BNP to postpone its long march due
to security concerns. The party has accused
the government of creating a law and order
situation in Wadh which the party claims de-
prived the party of the upcoming elections.

Successful Joint Operation in Barkhan Leads to
Arrests and Significant Recoveries

Asif Kareem Khetran:
BARKHAN: In a coordinated operation led by
DC Barkhan and supervised by the charge of
the QRF Sibbi Zone, a significant breakthrough
was achieved in the Baghao area of Barkhan.
The operation commenced at 0600 AM on the
20th of October, 2023, and successfully con-
cluded at 0200 PM on the 21st of October,
2023.

160 personnel participated in
the operation

A total of 160 dedicated personnel from
the Levies forces hailing from Kohlu, Barkhan,
and the QRF wing in Sibbi actively participated
in this operation. The joint team utilized 10 Lev-
ies vehicles along with 3 private vehicles to
ensure effective execution.

5 Accused Arrested
During the operation, the team made re-

markable progress, resulting in the arrest of five
individuals suspected of involvement in unlaw-
ful activities, as well as the apprehension of
four proclaimed offenders.

The operation yielded a substantial haul of
recovered items: The charge has been vehe-
mently denied by the government.1:Two mo-

torcycles
2:Four RPG rounds
3:One 3*3 rifle
4:One-round rifle
5:A total of 420 rounds of ammunition for

the Scale round rifle
This successful operation demonstrates the

effective collaboration and dedication of the law
enforcement agencies involved. The recovery
of these items represents a significant step in
maintaining peace and security in the Barkhan
region. The authorities will continue their ef-
forts to ensure the safety and well-being of the
community.

Move South or risk being seen as 'terrorists', Israel tells Gazans
GAZA: Amid continued Israeli bombardment, Pal-
estinians said they received renewed warnings from
Israel's military to move from north Gaza to the south
of the strip, with the added threat that they could be
identified as sympathisers of a "terrorist
organisation" if they stayed put. The message was
delivered in leaflets marked with the Israel Defense
Forces name and logo from Saturday and sent to
people via mobile phone audio messages across
the Gaza Strip, a narrow territory that is just 45 km
(28 miles) long. "Urgent warning, to residents of
Gaza. Your presence north of Wadi Gaza puts your
life in danger. Whoever chooses not to leave north
Gaza to the south of Wadi Gaza might be identified
as an accomplice in a terrorist organisation," the
leaflet said. Israeli airstrikes continued through the
night, killing at least 55 Palestinians in Gaza, raising
the total number of casualties since October 7 past
4,300.

Israeli officials claim surprise offensive by
Hamas on October 7 left 1,400 dead and 212 hos-
tages were taken. The occupying state has pounded
Gaza with airstrikes besides enforcing a "total siege"
since then. Israel has massed troops and armour on
the border with Gaza ahead of an expected land in-
cursion, aiming to annihilate Hamas, after several

inconclusive wars dating to its seizure of power
there in 2007. "We are going to go into the Gaza
Strip... to destroy Hamas operatives and Hamas in-
frastructure," Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Herzi
Halevi told troops in a video distributed by the Is-
raeli military on Saturday. "We will have in our mind
the memories of the images and those who fell on
Saturday two weeks ago."

The Israeli military said in a statement it had
"no intention to consider those who have not evacu-
ated ... as a member of the terrorist group".

It added that it did not
target civilians.

"In order to minimize civilian harm, the IDF sent
a request to the residents of the northern area of the
Gaza Strip to evacuate southward of Wadi Gaza," it
said. Israel has previously urged Palestinians to
move south, although Palestinians said they had
not previously been told they could be considered
"terrorist" sympathisers if they did not. They also
say making the journey south remains highly risky
amid airstrikes and say areas of the south have also
been hit. NEWS DESK
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Eyes wide open
By Muna Khan:

Census and election
By Ahmed Bilal Mehboob:

WHILE at college in
the early 1990s, I had the
pleasure of attending a
guest lecture by Edward
Said. As a teenager
whose schooling was
through a Western lens
with little exposure to
scholars from the Global
South, I was thrilled to
hear him. He spoke about
how he wrote
Orientalism because he
didn’t find realistic rep-
resentations of the East
in the media. He said he
wrote Covering Islam in
response to how Pales-
tine was seen in the me-
dia as terrorists wanting
to kill Jews and how little
is done to a) counter that
or b) report on what
Israel’s role is in the dis-
placement of millions of
Palestinians. The media’s
focus is just on violence
and terrorism in that re-
gion and if that is all the
audience sees, it equates
people from there as ex-
tremist, threatening, etc.

I wonder how Mr
Said would have reacted
to the news last week of
the backlash to a letter
written by 34 student
organisations at
Harvard, holding Israel
“entirely responsible for
all unfolding violence”
in Gaza. The reaction to
the letter has been furi-
ous — from alums to
former US officials con-
demning the statement.
CEOs have reportedly
asked for the signatories
to be identified so they
can be ‘blacklisted’ for
jobs. On Wednesday,
NBC reported the law
firm Davis Polk has re-
scinded job offers for
three law students at
Harvard and Columbia
“who signed on to
organisational state-
ments about Israel”.

It doesn’t end there.
The British per-

fumer Jo Malone’s son,
Josh Wilcox, has been
reported as being an

organiser of the letter, a
claim he denied, saying
he hasn’t even been on
campus this semester.
But because Wilcox has
written strong editorials
in  the school paper
about “the brutal oppres-
sion of Palestinians” by
“an apartheid regime”
and criticised Harvard
for giving a fellowship to
an ex-Israeli army officer
Amos Yadlin, his role re-
mains unclear, says the
media. I chose to write
about a white, rich man
to illustrate how the si-
lencing, doxxing, attacks
spare no one.

The conservative
non-profit, Accuracy in
Media, organised a van
to drive through
Harvard featuring the
names and faces of
some of the signatories
and labelled them as
anti-Semites. “No one
who supports terrorist
groups like Hamas
should be able to hide in
the shadows,” AIM
said. Some students
have withdrawn their
names from the letter fol-
lowing the backlash
while others have ex-
pressed fear for their
safety and insist none of
them are siding with ter-
rorists by signing that
letter. Harvard isn’t the
only university in the US
feeling the heat for not
“condemning anti-
Semitism” on their cam-
puses, a reference osten-
sibly to students’ pro-
tests denouncing
Israel’s attack on Gaza.
Columbia University —
where Mr Said taught
from 1963 to 2003 — shut
its doors to the public
on Oct 12 as pro-Israeli
and pro-Palestinian stu-
dent groups clashed.
Students of colour said
they were spat on by
classmates.

My own alma mater,
SOAS, where I learned
what solidarity for Pal-
estine should look like,

temporarily suspended
some students on Oct 9
“for their conduct at a
pro-Gaza rally”. It ap-
pears videos of students
chanting “resistance is
justified when people are
colonised” and “there is
only one solution,
Intifada revolution” goes
against “venue proto-
cols”.

These are just a few
examples of the silencing
taking place on cam-
puses in the West which
is supposedly a bastion
of freedom of speech. My
disappointment remains
in the media coverage of
these as ‘anti-Semitic’ or
‘pro-Hamas’ rallies.

Student demonstra-
tions have led to larger
civil rights movements
like the demonstrations
at segregated lunch
counters in the US in the
1960s. Benazir Bhutto
wrote about attending
anti-Vietnam war pro-
tests when she was at
Harvard. Students in
South Africa organised
anti-apartheid protests
and were joined by stu-
dents around the world.
Students in China led
protests in Tiananmen
Square in 1989. Students
in Thailand led protests
demanding reforms in the
monarchy in 2020. Our
students also protest
across campuses but
their issues do not inter-
est the media. Students
have proven they hold
the power to drive
change. Pro-Palestine
demonstrators are show-
ing up on campuses
across the world, despite
the consequences. Any
media that participates in
silencing their voices to
make space for the op-
pressors’ will soon have
no audience left. People
recognise who gets
killed and who is reported
dead in  headlines.
They’re trying to outwit
shadowbanning at-
tempts, too.

I WAS surprised a few
months ago when some
otherwise very knowl-
edgeable persons, well
versed in the law and the
electoral process,
criticised the govern-
ment of the day for de-
laying the completion of
Census 2023 because
they felt that it would
deprive new voters of an
opportunity to cast their
vote in the coming elec-
tion. Most of these crit-
ics saw some kind of a
conspiracy in the delay
because they felt that the
new voters would likely
vote for a particular po-
litical party and that the
delay was deliberate to
hurt the electoral pros-
pects of a political party.
Despite the clarifications
offered at that time, the
conspiracy narrative
kept reverberating in so-
cial media.

The fact is that the
electoral rolls (voters’
list) and the population
census are two entirely
different processes,
each carried out quite in-
dependently of the other
by separate institutions

of the state and gov-
erned by distinct legal
provisions. The census
is included in the Federal
Legislative List, Part II,
which is regulated by the
Council of Common In-
terests (CCI) under Ar-
ticle 154(1) of the Consti-
tution. The census is also
mentioned in Article
51(5) in the context of the
distribution of National
Assembly seats among
the provinces but never
in relation to the voters’
list. The census is under-
taken by the federal gov-
ernment through the
Population Census Wing
of the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics, which is at-
tached to the Ministry of
Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives.
The census is ordinarily
conducted every 10
years. There have been
seven censuses in the
past 76 years, with the
first one held in 1951 and
the latest (seventh) in
2023. Census 2023 was
organised as an extraor-
dinary measure just six
years after the preceding
census, which was the
shortest inter-census pe-

riod in Pakistan’s history.
There may have been
political compulsions to
do so, but technically
there was no justifica-
tion for prematurely car-
rying out such an expen-
sive exercise.

The preparation
and periodic revision of
the electoral rolls is the
responsibility  of the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) under
Article 219(a) of the Con-
stitution and Chapter 4
of the Elections Act,
2017. The revision of the
rolls is an almost con-
tinuous process except
for a brief period of
about three months
when the electoral rolls
are frozen during the poll
period. Voters are nor-
mally registered at the
address given in their
CNIC unlike the census
which counts people at
their normal place of resi-
dence.

Irrespective of the
status of the census, all
voters who are regis-
tered up to the time the
electoral rolls are frozen,
are eligible to vote in the
election. To be more

specific, voters who
have attained the age of
18 years and have their
CNICs by Oct 25, 2023
— the cut-off date an-
nounced by the ECP —
will be registered as eli-
gible to vote in the gen-
eral election scheduled
for the last week of Janu-
ary 2024.

The story pub-
lished in this paper on
Oct 13 — based on the
findings of some CSOs
— about the perceived
13 million ‘disenfran-
chised’ vo ters also
seems to be the result of
the mixing up of statis-
tics of the census and
the electoral rolls. In ad-
dition, the report which
is the source of the story
is based on the assump-
tion that the adult popu-
lation is 58pc of
Pakistan’s total popula-
tion. There is absolutely
no basis for this highly
exaggerated number. In
Census 2017, the popu-
lation of 18 years and
above was merely 53pc
of the total population.
Although  age-wise
population figures have
not been released by the

2023 census, we may use
the same percentage
(53pc) as in Census 2017
that drastically cuts the
estimated number of un-
registered voters to 2.9m
as opposed to the13m
that was erroneously re-
ported. Most, if not all,
of these 2.9m ‘missing
voters’ are in fact those
persons who, despite the
efforts of Nadra, the ECP,
civil society and interna-
tional donors, have
opted not to get their
CNICs made which is a
legal prerequisite to be
registered as a voter. Ac-
cording to Census 2017
(sadly, the figures for
Census 2023 are not
available as yet) 18pc of
the population had not
obtained their CNIC.
This percentage was
around 10pc in men but,
alarmingly, 26pc among
women. It is, however,
encouraging that the
percentage of unregis-
tered women as a per-
centage of the total reg-
istered voters, had been
steadily decreasing over
the years from a peak of
13pc in 2013 to 8pc in
July 2023.

Great expectations
By Basil Nabi Malik:

UPON assuming his
new position as the top
judge of the Supreme
Court, Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa
has set out at a rapid
pace to execute his judi-
cial vision. He called for
a full-court meeting, con-
stituted a full court to
hear a contentious mat-
ter, and with the support
of his fellow judges, had
its proceedings telecast
live.

In the meantime,
CJP Isa also began con-
sultations with the two
senior-most judges after
him, in relation to bench
formations. Eventually,
and subject to certain
caveats, the law requir-
ing such consultation
was declared lawful.

However, despite
the swiftness with which
these steps were taken,

it may be appropriate to
observe that the CJP’s
tenure, in fact, begins
now. With the full court
hearings out of the way,
many will be evaluating
how the CJP handles the
various challenges af-
flicting the judiciary.

Undoubtedly, the
CJP’s seat has always
faced challenges, with
expectations of straight-
forward redressal of
pressing judicial issues
on the one hand, and
calls for judicial restraint
on the other. But what
are these pressing is-
sues? There are many, of
course, but a few come
to mind as particularly
urgent.

The first of these
relates to the very image
of the judiciary itself. On
account of the contro-
versial manner in which
the Supreme Court has

handled matters in the
past, there is a percep-
tion that the Supreme
Court shall always be
beholden to the personal
likes and dislikes of cer-
tain senior judges.

In essence, the per-
ception is that the ideol-
ogy and political inclina-
tions of senior judges
may influence the busi-
ness of the Supreme
Court in  a way that
favours a particular out-
come, result, or scenario.
Such perceived partisan
conduct would not only
damage the credibility of
the judiciary, it would
also remove any sem-
blance of impartiality or
neutrality in the institu-
tion.

Many may recall
how cases related to
Nawaz Sharif or Imran
Khan would coincidently,
it seems, find themselves

fixed in court and even
decided in record time,
whereas others were not.

In fact, many have
questioned as to what
criteria had allowed cer-
tain political cases to be
fixed and decided first,
whilst cases in relation to
the constitutionality of
the law relating to DHA
Quetta, or the legality of
the Army Act trials ,
amongst others, were
not. It is also pertinent
to ask about the basis of
Aasiya Bibi’s case fixa-
tion and decision, whilst
similar cases, including
that of Junaid Hafeez, are
yet to be decided.

The science around
case fixation has not
been well explained, and
it is precisely on account
of this that repeated al-
legations of partisanship
have been raised.

Therefore, either the

method should be dis-
closed, and thus made
more transparent, or if the
mechanism itself is
flawed, then the pro-
cesses involved must be
overhauled, improved, or
replaced in a manner in
which they are not be-
holden, or seen to be be-
holden, to any one or
another individual.

Secondly, one
hopes the chief justice
will seek to finally settle
the controversy sur-
rounding the mode and
method of appointing
judges to the Supreme
Court. Throughout the
appointment process,
Justice Isa, as he was
then, had championed
the formulation of crite-
ria for appointments, and
in its absence, for the se-
niority principle to be fol-
lowed. With him now at
the helm, it is time to fi-

nally evolve those crite-
ria, preferably containing
multiple factors, and with
consultations with all
stakeholders, so as to
put this issue to rest.
Thirdly, in the context of
the ever-tumultuous
times we live in, it is evi-
dent that cases of politi-
cal importance will con-
tinue to land in the Su-
preme Court for years, if
not decades. In light of
this inevitability, it is im-
portant to implement a
mechanism where such
cases could be tackled
efficiently whilst also
ensuring that the exist-
ing backlog of pending
cases is not affected ad-
versely. One suggestion
that may merit consider-
ation, although not fool-
proof, involves consti-
tuting a formal bench in
the Supreme Court that
is dedicated solely to

constitutional issues.
Such a bench, to what-
ever extent possible, if at
all, may be fixed in com-
position and be perma-
nent in tenure. In doing
this, it would perhaps be
possible to free up the
remaining judges to
tackle the backlog of
cases pending in  the
apex court. Such a bench
should not be person-
specific, but rather des-
ignation-specific, ie, it
should be composed of
a certain number of
judges in terms of their
ranking in seniority and
expertise in the Supreme
Court, and if needed,
may also include addi-
tional judges in view of
gender inclusivity.

Other than the
above, it cannot be
emphasised enough that
in these polarising times
the CJP should be a unit-

Balochistan’s Digital Transformation: Charting
the Path to 2030

By: Manzoor Magsi

In the vast landscape of
Balochistan, a digital
revolution is unfolding
as we pave the way to-
wards the Balochistan
Digital Road Map 2030.
With a primary focus on
nurturing the Informa-
tion Technology (IT) in-
dustry, the province is
witnessing the formula-
tion of a comprehensive
strategy that promises to
reshape its future.
Real-Time System

Management
Introduced in

Education, Health
The successful

implementation of real-
time system management
in the fields of healthcare
and education has al-

ready demonstrated its
transformative impact.
Now, the time has come
to expand the scope of
this efficient system to
other crucial government
departments. The vision
is crystal clear – to es-
tablish a seamless, inter-
connected digital infra-
structure that spans
across all sectors.

Informed Policy
Making After Digital

Transformation
A cornerstone of

this roadmap is the cre-
ation of a provincial-level
database, emphasizing
the importance of own-
ership. This data reposi-
tory is not just a collec-
tion of information; it’s a
powerful tool for in-
formed decision-making.

From public interest
planning to meticulous
budgeting, a data-driven
approach opens doors
to precision and effi-
ciency.

The educational
landscape is on the brink
of a revolutionary trans-
formation with the de-
velopment of a compre-
hensive education eco-
system. Imagine a soft-
ware like Student
Lifecycle seamlessly
tracking a student’s edu-
cational journey from
their very first class to
employment—a potent
tool for personalized
learning and future ca-
reer planning.

This Ensures a
High Degree of
Transparency

The ambitious B-
pay project, designed
for government revenue
collection, is under me-
ticulous scrutiny, prom-
ising a comprehensive
review of all its facets.
This initiative not only
streamlines financial
transactions but also
ensures a high degree of
transparency and ac-
countability.

Furthermore, the
roadmap envisions the
application of innova-
tive IT methods for per-
formance evaluation.
Embracing cutting-edge
technologies will unde-
niably enhance the effi-
ciency and effectiveness
of various processes,
fostering a culture of
continuous improve-
ment.

Digital Landscape
Improves Gover-

nance
As Balochistan

progresses towards the
Digital Road Map 2030,
it  not only embraces
technological advance-
ments but also envi-
sions a future where the
digital landscape em-
powers its people, trans-
forms governance, and
propels the province into
a new era of progress
and prosperity.

Manzoor Magsi is a
former Press Secretary to
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan and cur-
rently serves as the As-
sistant

Director of Public
Relations at the Govern-
ment of Balochistan.

ing force for the judiciary
as opposed to a dividing
one. Irrespective of dis-
sent in judgements or
differing opinions, the
CJP must be seen to be
fair, equitable, and trans-
parent in his dealings
within, with no prefer-
ences in terms of one or
the other. The divisions
of the past require heal-
ing, and only a compas-
sionate and understand-
ing CJP can close the
chasm. In relation to this,
I could perhaps speak of
how doing all this would
create a legacy for the
incumbent CJP. But, to
be frank, by the time a
judge becomes the top
judge, legacies in most
cases have already been
made. Those final years
don’t do much for the
creation of a legacy, but
can certainly be the un-
doing of one.

Myth of Israeli invincibility
By Abbas Nasir:

THE images on social
and mainstream media
tell the whole story elo-
quently, even if the ac-
companying words of
many Western journal-
ists fall short of describ-
ing what is really hap-
pening, as Israel rains
retribution on Palestin-
ian civilians for the
Hamas assault on Oct 7.
The latter attack killed the
largest number of Jewish
people, mostly civilians,
in a single day since the
Holocaust.

The Holocaust per-
petrated by the Nazis in
Germany in the 1940s re-
mains one of the biggest
blots on humanity as
some six million Jews,
including women and
children, were brutally
mass murdered as Hitler
and his acolytes pur-
sued their sick and geno-
cidal ‘final solution to the
Jewish question’.

Ironically, it is be-
cause of the guilt of not
being able to stop that
genocide in the heart of
Europe that many West-
ern powers today, and the
even the media, turn a
blind eye to Israel’s ex-
cesses and brutality.
They also downplay the
plight of the Palestinians.
Other important factors
are beyond the scope of
this piece.

It is understandable
that Holocaust survivors
and their children and
their children’s children
vowed ‘never again’ The
end of the British Man-
date in the Middle East
and ‘terrorism’ by the Zi-
onists led to the creation
of the Jewish state in
1948 and the expulsion
(‘Nakba’) of the Palestin-
ians from their ancestral
land.

However, over the
past 75 years, this ‘never
again’ pledge has created

a colonial power in the
Middle East that is both
brutal in its oppression
in the occupied territo-
ries and extremely expan-
sionist in its policy as it
moves to push more and
more Palestinians out of
their homes and off their
lands.

Its annexation of
the West Bank and
Golan Heights from Jor-
dan and Syria respec-
tively in the 1967 six-day
war was a demonstra-
tion of its intent. The
West Bank occupation
angers the Muslims
more as it allows Israel
to restrict access to the
Al Aqsa Mosque. From
1948 to 1967 Israel’s im-
age as an immense, al-
most mythical, military
power was fortified.

Currently, of the
over five million Palestin-
ians, 2.2m (half of them
children) are confined to
the Gaza Strip, while ap-

proximately 3m live in the
Occupied West Bank.
The Gazans live in what
many describe as an
open-air prison which is
heavily policed, fenced
in on three sides with a
few crossings , and
blockaded and moni-
tored on the fourth by
the Israeli navy.

In addition to these
numbers about 20 per
cent of Israel’s popula-
tion of about 10m is also
Arab (mostly Palestin-
ians), who live the life of
second-class citizens
and despite being Israeli
do not have the benefit
of full rights enjoyed by
the rest of the citizenry.

In the 1973
‘Ramadan War’, the Is-
raeli military’s myth was
somewhat punctured by
the Egyptian army which
crossed the Suez and
took back land lost in
1967 in the Sinai to the
Israelis. This was fol-

lowed by the Camp
David (peace) Accords.

Retired Gen David
Petraeus, who has com-
manded US forces in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq and
also headed the CIA,
described the Hamas as-
sault as the result of a
stunning intelligence
failure of both the Israe-
lis and the US. In a tele-
vision interview this
week, he also described
the military challenges
before the Israelis  as
very tough and said that
in the event of a ground
offensive, the Israel De-
fence Forces (IDF) will
have to take many casu-
alties as the whole area
will need to be cleared
“room to room, floor to
floor and tunnel to tun-
nel”. Coupled with the
intelligence failure, a
loss of life for the IDF,
particularly if it is heavy,
will have an impact on
Israeli public opinion.

Lost potential: Exploring the plight of
out of school children in Balochistan

EDITORIAL:
Despite the allocation of more than 90 billion rupees for the education sector in
the budget for the year 2023-24, still more than 2 million children are out of
school in Balochistan. Much has been said and repeated promises have been
made by successive governments, nevertheless, the number of out-of-school
children has grown. The alarming rise of out-of-school children means the
potential of a generation is lost and the future of out-of-school children is at
stake.

The number of enrolled students in government schools is 1,119,925, the
report mentioned. The students studying in private schools are in addition to
this. However, no data about the private schools’ enrollment is available.

Balochistan’s Silent Crisis
The province has not conducted any survey to assess the learning qual-

ity of students studying in over 15,000 government-run primary, middle and
high schools across Balochistan. As per a confidential report obtained by
Daily Quetta Voice, still over 2 million children are out of school. It has been
evident that the law and order situation always overshadows the education
issue. Caretaker Education Minister Balochistan, Qadir Bakhsh Baloch revealed
that there was no toilet facility in 5716 government-run schools of the prov-
ince. Such data has been repeatedly shared by every new education minister.
Enough is enough, the rulers must go beyond statements and translate their
words into action.

Breaking the chains of illiteracy
The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46 percent as per statistics obtained

from the education department with 61 percent male and 29 percent female. If
our government and policymakers are committed to breaking the chains of
illiteracy, then, they have to make sure the enrollment of every child in school
and every teacher in class. This strategy offers the panacea to this alarming
problem. Children of Balochistan also deserve better and the government must
launch a practical education emergency to enroll all out-of-school children in
the province. Otherwise, the impact of out-of-school children is huge for the
country and nation.



Publish by Asim Khan at C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mando khail Plaza Mission Road Quetta.

NATIONAL03 Monday,October,23,2023

At least 50 Palestinians killed as Israel
pounds Gaza and beyond

A tent camp for displaced Palestinians pops up in
southern Gaza, reawakening old traumas

Wealthier countries called on to support de-
veloping economies on climate issues

PMD alerts Karachi to cy-
clonic storm

Man shot dead in
Karachi while

‘resisting robbers’
KARACHI (INP): One
person was shot dead
near Shaheed-i-Milat
Underpass in Karachi on
Saturday, police said on
Sunday.   Police further
said it could not be es-
tablished whether the
deceased, identified as
Danish, who was riding
a bike at the time of his
death, was killed on of-
fering resistance to a
robbery bid or there was
any other reason for his
death.

Some men gunned
down a 20-year-old
youth Shahid Bajkani in
Arbab Bajkani village in
the jurisdiction of
Tangwani police station,
interior Sindh and man-
aged to escape while fir-
ing into the air.

The entire locality
was in mourning follow-
ing the tragic death of
the youth.

KARACHI (INP):
Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department
(PMD) has issued a
cyclone, TEJ, warning
alert.

It said the Cy-
clonic Storm (TEJ)
over Southwest Ara-
bian Sea moved fur-
ther west-northwest-
ward, and intensified
into a Severe Cyclonic
Storm (SCS).

It said a low-pres-
sure system develops
in the Arabian Sea.

The evolving
weather phenomenon,
located at a significant
distance from
Pakistan's coastal ar-
eas, is expected to
transform into a cy-
clonic storm within the
next 24 hours, accord-

ing to PMD reports.
The low-pressure

system is currently
situated approximately
1,810 kilometers from
Karachi, indicating the
potential for cyclonic
activity in the region.

Another weather
disturbance is identi-
fied around 1,750 kilo-
meters south of
Gwadar, further un-
derlining the need for
vigilance in the af-
fected areas.

PMD said a low-
pressure system may
escalate into a depres-
sion, a precursor to a
full-fledged cyclone.

The trajectory of
the developing depres-
sion suggests it will
move towards Oman,
becoming a cyclone in

the process.
PMD reassured

that no coastal areas
of Pakistan are ex-
pected to be directly
affected by this
weather system pro-
viding some relief to
residents along the
country's coastline.

The PDMA asked
citizens to remain cau-
tious as the situation
unfolds, as weather
patterns could change
rapidly.

Residents and au-
thorities are urged to
stay informed about
the evolving weather
conditions, take neces-
sary precautions, and
follow guidance from
relevant authorities to
ensure the safety of
lives and property.

KHAN YOUNIS,
Gaza Strip (INP):
When the sun rose on
Friday and the autumn
heat baked the rotten
debris on Gaza’s
streets, Mohammed
Elian emerged from
the zipper hole of his
new canvas home.

He — and hun-
dreds of other Pales-
tinians displaced by
the latest war between
Israel and Hamas —
have crowded into a
squalid tent camp in
southern Gaza, an im-
age that has brought
back memories of their
greatest trauma.

Last week after
the Israeli military or-
dered Elian’s family,
along with more than
1 million other Pales-
tinians, to evacuate the
north, the smartly
dressed 35-year-old
graphic designer from
Gaza City ended up
homeless in the city of
Khan Younis, with
few comforts but thin
mattresses, solar-pow-
ered phone chargers
and whatever clothes
and pots he could
squeeze into his
friend’s car.

With nowhere
else to go, Elian, his
wife and four kids
landed in the sprawl-
ing tent camp that

cropped up this week
as United Nations
shelters overflowed in
Gaza, where most
people are already
refugees from the
1948 war surrounding
Israel’s creation.

“We have left be-
hind everything, and
we are not even safe,”
Elian said from a
nearby hospital where
he searched for water
to bring back to his
kids, ages 4-10. The
distant roar of
airstrikes could be
heard over the phone.

Scores of Pales-
tinians have lost or
fled their homes dur-
ing the intense Israeli
b o m b a r d m e n t
prompted by a bloody
cross-border attack by
Hamas militants
nearly two weeks ago.
The impromptu con-
struction of the tent
city in Khan Younis to
help shelter them has
elicited anger, disbelief
and sorrow across the
Arab world.

Row after row of
white tents rise from
the dusty parking lot.
Children sit in the
shade and play lan-
guidly with rocks. Men
cut each other’s hair.
Newly acquainted
neighbors wait outside
to receive their shared

meal from UN work-
ers — a couple of
loaves of bread and
cans of tuna or beans.

“These images
are something that the
Arab world cannot
accept,” said Daoud
Kuttab, a Palestinian
journalist in Jordan.

Scenes of Pales-
tinians hastily setting
up UN tents are
dredging up painful
memories of the mass
exodus that Palestin-
ians refer to as the
Nakba, or “catastro-
phe.” In the months
before and during the
1948 war, an esti-
mated 700,000 Pales-
tinians fled or were
expelled from what is
now Israel. Many ex-
pected to return when
the war ended. Sev-
enty-five years later,
those temporary tents
in the West Bank,
Gaza and neighboring
Arab countries have
become permanent
cinderblock homes.

“1948 is immedi-
ately brought to mind
when Palestinians in
Gaza are told to flee,
it’s immediately
brought to mind when
you see those images
(of tents),” said
Rashid Khalidi, a pro-
fessor of Arab studies
at Columbia Univer-

sity. “Palestinian writ-
ers have etched this
into the Arab con-
sciousness.”

The UN Palestin-
ian refugee agency
said the camp is not
permanent. It said that
the agency distributed
tents and blankets to
dozens of displaced
families in Khan
Younis who couldn’t fit
in other UN facilities
“to protect them from
the rain and provide
dignity and privacy.”
Gaza already is home
to eight permanent
camps, which over the
years have turned into
crowded rundown ur-
ban neighborhoods.

But regional anxi-
ety over the Khan
Younis tents and Is-
raeli evacuation warn-
ings has grown, adding
fuel to the huge, angry
protests surging in
Mideast capitals over
the war in Gaza that
began on Oct. 7, when
Hamas mounted its
raid that killed 1,400
Israelis. Since then,
Israel’s retaliatory
bombing campaign
has killed more than
4,000 Palestinians, ac-
cording to the Hamas-
run Health Ministry.
Many of the victims
are women and chil-
dren.

GAZA/JERUSALEM
(INP): Fears that the Is-
rael-Palestinian conflict
might spread through
the Middle East
ratcheted higher on
Sunday, with the US
sending more military
assets to the region as
Israel pummelled targets
in Gaza and elsewhere.

More than 50 Pales-
tinians were killed in Is-
raeli air strikes on the
narrow coastal enclave
overnight, Gaza medical
sources said on Sunday.

Earlier, Palestinian
media reported at least 11
Palestinians were killed in
an Israeli strike in the
southern Gaza city of
Khan Younis.

Israeli forces, in the
meanwhile, killed a fifth
Palestinian in the occu-
pied West Bank, bring-
ing the number of deaths
to 90 since Oct. 7, the
Palestinian health minis-
try said.

An Israeli missile
attack targeted Dam-
ascus and Aleppo inter-
national airports in
neighbouring Syria early
on Sunday, killing a ci-
vilian worker and putting
the airports out of ser-
vice, Syrian state media

reported.
Israel said its air-

craft struck Hezbollah
targets in Lebanon on
Saturday and that one of
its soldiers was hit by an
anti-tank missile in
cross-border fighting
that the Iran-backed
group said killed six of its
fighters.

US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
cautioned Lebanon's
caretaker Prime Minister
Najib Mikati on Saturday
that the Lebanese people
would be affected if his
country were drawn in,
the State Department
said.

Israel started its "to-
tal siege" of Gaza after an
Oct. 7 cross-border at-
tack on southern Israel
by militants of the Islam-
ist movement Hamas
killed 1,400 people,
mainly civilians, in a
shock rampage that has
traumatised Israel.

Gaza's Health Min-
istry said on Saturday
that Israel's air and mis-
sile strikes in retaliation
had killed at least 4,385
Palestinians, including
hundreds of children,
with more than a million
of the tiny territory's 2.3

million people displaced.
Defense Secretary

Lloyd Austin said Wash-
ington would send more
military assets to the
Middle East to support
Israel and strengthen the
US defence posture in
the region following "re-
cent escalations by Iran
and its proxy forces".

A Terminal High Al-
titude Area Defense
(THAAD) system and
additional Patriot air de-
fence missile system bat-
talions will be sent to the
region, and more troops
will be put on standby,
Austin said.

Washington has al-
ready sent a significant
amount of naval power
to the Middle East in re-
cent weeks, including
two aircraft carriers, their
support ships and about
2,000 Marines.

Drones and rockets
targeted two military
bases housing U.S.
forces in Iraq last week,
the latest in a series of
attacks after Iraqi mili-
tants warned Washing-
ton against intervening
to support Israel against
Iran-backed Hamas in the
Gaza Strip. A deadly blast
at the Al-Ahli hospital in

Gaza on Tuesday was
likely caused by an er-
rant rocket fired from
Gaza, not an Israeli
strike, Canada's National
Department of Defence
said, reaching similar
conclusions to the US
and France. Israeli air-
craft struck a compound
beneath a mosque in the
Jenin refugee camp in the
occupied West Bank
early on Sunday that the
military said was being
used by militants to
organise attacks.

Israeli forces killed a
fifth Palestinian in the
West Bank overnight,
bringing the number of
deaths there to 90 since
the war began, the Pal-
estinian health ministry
said on Sunday.

Palestinian media
reported at least 11 Pal-
estinians were killed in
an Israeli strike in the
southern Gaza city of
Khan Younis, and that
Israel was striking the
southern city of Rafah.

The strikes came
hours after Israeli mili-
tary spokesperson Rear
Admiral Daniel Hagari
called on Gazans to
move south out of harm's
way.

BEIJING (INP): “The
world is in climate cri-
sis. One part of the
world is not separated
from the other half. It’s
about shared responsi-
bilities and developed
economies need to
play their role in decar-
bonizing much faster”.
Sanda Ojiambo, Assis-
tant Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Na-
tions and CEO of
United Nations Global
Compact told China
Economic Net in an
interview. At the third
Belt and Road Forum
for International Coop-
eration held here in
this week, green de-
velopment was put
high on priority with
world leaders calling
for augmented support
to developing countries
for this purpose. 

At the High-level

Forum on Green De-
velopment as part of
the BRI Forum,
United Nations Secre-
tary-General António
Guterres called on
wealthier countries to
deliver the $100 billion
for developing country
climate action per
year, to double adap-
tation finance by 2025,
and to operationalize
the loss and damage
fund at COP28 next
month. “Emerging
economies must be
supported with finance
and technology to ac-
celerate the decarbon-
ization of their econo-
mies while meeting
their development
needs”, he said.

Statistics from the
United Nations show
that developed coun-
tries are responsible
for over 75% of his-

torical carbon emis-
sions worldwide. 

“If you look in the
past of western coun-
try, they brought in the
challenge of the cli-
mate change. Now,
they have to contribute
according to their his-
torical responsibility
and the principle of
equity. 

They have to
come forward and
bring in the resources
for the green develop-
ment”, said Shakeel
Ahmad Ramay, Chief
Executive Officer of
Asian Institute of Eco-
civilization Research
and Development in an
interview with CEN.

According to the
International Energy
Agency, emerging
market and developing
economies will need
about $2 trillion annu-

ally by 2030 to reach
net-zero emission
goals.  This is a five-
fold increase from the
current $400 billion of
climate investments
planned over the next
seven years.

Mr. Erik Solheim,
Senior Advisor of
World Resources In-
stitute, Vice President
of Belt and Road
Green Development
Coalition (BRIGC)
said that economy and
green pursuit don’t run
counter to each other,
“If we go into solar, if
we go into the making
electric cars, if we go
into hydropower, they
will create jobs.  It's
not a cost to the
economy. Developing
countries need more
support from the rich
countries”, he told
CEN.

Businessmen for easing import as Afghan
transit trade thru Pak rises to $7.3b

LAHORE (INP): The
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry’s Busi-
nessmen Panel (BMP)
has suggested the gov-
ernment to reduce the
tariff rates on smuggling
prone items to the low-
est level to curb smug-
gling, as Afghanistan’s
imports through Paki-
stan under the transit
trade facility has gone
up nearly two-thirds to
$7.3 billion in the last fis-
cal year. The FPCCI
former president and
Businessmen Panel
(BMP) Chairman Mian
Anjum Nisar observed
that the total elimination
of smuggling only
through administrative
measures at the borders
was difficult and the rem-
edy lies in reducing in-
centive for smuggling by
reducing tariff rates.

Smuggling is eating
vitals of Pakistan eco-
nomic fabrics and needs
to be curbed through fis-
cal and administrative
measures. It renders in-

dustrial products
uncompetitive and dis-
courages legal imports
thus make colossal
losses to the trade, in-
dustry and government
exchequer. Despite ef-
forts of Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) with lim-
ited resources cannot
control smuggling form
boarders of Iran and Af-
ghanistan. This will re-
sult in higher govern-
ment revenue, provide
impetus to local trade/
industry and generate
employment opportuni-
ties. He said that elimi-
nation of smuggling,
which is causing loss of
billions of dollars to the
national exchequer,
could help reduce depen-
dence on debts. Mian
Anjum Nisar said that
the government could
save billions of dollars
annually by eradicating
the menace of smug-
gling. Then there would
be no need for depen-
dence on loans to meet
the budget deficit, he
added. He said that

smuggling had become a
big threat to economic
growth. The BMP Chair-
man urged the authori-
ties concerned to stop
harassing traders and
establish an effective
monitoring system at
borders to stop the ille-
gal trade.  The business
leader said  that
smuggled goods
through the borders of
Afghanistan, Iran China,
India and the Afghan
Transit Trade form a
chunk of the informal
economy. He said that
high rate of taxes and
duties give way to smug-
gling. Therefore, there
was dire need to bring
down the rate of duties
and taxes especially on
smuggling- prone items.

There seems to be
some correlation be-
tween the surge in tran-
sit trade and the decline
in Pakistan’s purchases.
Out of the increase of
$2.8 billion in imports
under the Afghan tran-
sit trade (ATT) in the
previous fiscal year,

about $2.3 billion was on
account of goods that
Pakistan did not import
due to the balance of
payments crisis, showed
official statistics. Af-
ghanistan imported $7.3
billion worth of goods
through Pakistan in fis-
cal year 2022-23, which
ended in June this year.
Imports were $2.8 billion
higher than the preced-
ing fiscal year. Pakistani
authorities have run an
analysis of its own im-
ported goods that
showed a double-digit
dip during the previous
fiscal year and compared
with the increase in
goods import under tran-
sit trade. It was revealed
that some of those
goods were imported
under the ATT Agree-
ment but then smuggled
back to Pakistan. Two
days ago, the govern-
ment took a raft of mea-
sures, including a com-
plete ban on the import
of goods under the tran-
sit deal, imposition of
10% fee.

HYDERABAD: Residents of Aliabad take part in a rally against the bad situation
of law and order in their locality.

KARACHI: A large number of Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen Pakistan (MWM) workers hold banners
and placards during a rally against Israeli aggression in Palestine.

QUETTA: People are buying used warm clothes from vendors at the weekly Sun-
day bazaar.
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BNP Launches Peace Long March

from Wadh to Quetta
Syed Ali Shah:

Tragic Loss: Father and Daughter Fatally Shot in
Bolan, Balochistan Tribal Dispute

Imran Sumalani:

QUETTA: The Balochistan Na-
tional Party (Mengal) launched
its peace-long march from
Wadh to Quetta on Sunday
morning. Crowds of support-
ers joined the long march led
by the party chief, Sardar
Akhtar Jan Mengal from Wadh
to Quetta.

The flags-waving sup-
porters of the BNP were de-
manding durable peace in
Wadh and other parts of
Balochistan. The party leaders
had also accompanied Sardar
Akhtar Mengal during the long
march.

“We want peace and this
is what my party stands for”,
Sardar Akhtar Mengal said. He
interacted with party support-
ers on his way to Quetta from
the troubled town of Wadh.
The BNP Chief claimed under
a pre-planned conspiracy the
peace of Wadh was being
spoiled by some people. The
party supporters cannot be
made frightened through reg-
istration of cases, he said.

“We are against death
squads in the area”, he said,

levelling serious allegations against the present caretaker government.
He has already declared the caretaker government as the undertaker.

The participants of the long march arrived in Quetta on Sunday
evening and the party leaders claimed that the long march was stopped
at the main Sariab Road by the government. The charge vehemently
denied by the Balochistan Caretaker Information Minister, Jan Achakzai.

Mr. Achakzai has already suggested the BNP chief to prioritize
resoltuion of land dispute in Wadh and avoid politicising the issue.

Achakzai Urges BNP Leader to Prioritize Resolu-
tion of Wadh Land Dispute, Avoid Politicizing

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: In a recent statement,
Balochistan’s Information Minis-
ter, Jan Achakzai, has claimed that
Balochistan National Party (M)
Chief Akhtar Mengal is embroiled
in a land dispute with adversaries
in Wadh Tehsil of Khuzdar Dis-
trict.

Section 144 imposed
in Quetta on the
court’s directives
The government has made

multiple efforts to mediate be-
tween the conflicting parties, but
Akhtar Mengal has not dis-
patched representatives to two
crucial meetings, the information
minister stated.

He explained that section 144
in Quetta, mandated by the
Balochistan High Court, has
placed a ban on public gatherings
in the city. The government is
resolute in ensuring that major
highways remain unobstructed,
he mentioned.

Achakzai asks
Mengal to postpone

public gathering

Jan Achakzai has appealed to Sardar Akhtar Mengal to postpone
any planned public gatherings in Quetta and to collaborate with the
government in upholding the court’s directives. He emphasized that
failure to comply with the state’s authority could lead to legal reper-
cussions.

BOLAN: In a tragic incident, a father
and his daughter were fatally shot in
the Bolan area of Balochistan on Sun-
day evening. Levies sources said the
tragic incident happened in the Bhag
Police Station area of the district.

Levies said the incident happened
because of an old tribal dispute. The
assailants escaped unhurt from the
spot. Levies personnel reached the
spot and shifted the dead bodies to the
hospital.

A large number of local tribesmen
also reached the hospital after the at-
tack. Panic prevailed in the area in the
aftermath of the tragic incident.

ANF seizes 106 kg drugs in
11 operations

Six dead in Russian strike on Ukrainian
mail depot

KYIV (INP): Russian missile
strikes killed at least six people
and wounded 14 others Satur-
day, when they hit a mail de-
pot in Ukraine's northeastern
Kharkiv region, local officials
said.

President Volodymyr
Zelensky shared a video on
social media of what appeared
to be a heavily damaged ware-
house surrounded by rubble
and a container with the logo
of Ukrainian postal operator

Nova Poshta.
"All six dead and 14 injured

as a result of the occupiers'
attack were employees of the
company who were inside the
Nova Poshta terminal,"
Kharkiv region governor Oleg
Sinegubov said. "The victims,
aged between 19 and 42, re-
ceived shrapnel wounds and
blast injuries," he added.

Of the 14 being treated in
hospital, seven were in a seri-
ous condition. "Doctors are

fighting for their lives," he
added.

According to the regional
prosecutor's office, Russian
forces in the Belgorod region
north of Kharkiv fired S-300
missiles, two of which hit the
warehouse. "Debris analysis
continues at the site in order to
establish the exact number of
injured and dead," office
spokesman Dmytro Chubenko
told Suspilne, Ukraine's state
broadcaster.

RAWALPINDI (INP): Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) while
conducting 11 operations
across the country managed to
recover over 106 kg drugs and
arrested 13 accused including
a woman, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here on
Sunday.

He informed that 504
grams heroin was recovered
from the possession of a pas-
senger, arrested at Islamabad
International Airport. The ac-
cused, a resident of Wehari,
was leaving for Bahrain by
flight number GF-771.

In another operation, a raid
was conducted on a courier of-
fice in Rawalpindi and 18
grams weed sent from UK
was recovered from a parcel.

He informed that two op-
erations were conducted in
DHA Lahore and Askari-10.
A total of 7 kg heroin and 940

grams cocaine were recovered
from three vehicles. During the
operation, three accused resi-
dents of Lahore and
Sheikhupura were netted.

In fifth operation, 500
grams Ice drug was recovered
from a passenger, resident of
Khyber at Allama Iqbal Inter-
national Airport. The accused
was leaving for Doha by flight
number QR-621. In sixth op-
eration, a Bahrain bound pas-
senger going on flight number
GF-791 was arrested at
Faisalabad Airport. The ac-
cused, resident of Gujranwala
was trying to smuggle 335
grams Ice which was con-
cealed in his trolley bag. 800
intoxicated tablets were recov-
ered from a passenger's bag
at Jinnah International Airport.
The accused, a resident of
Karachi, was leaving for
Jeddah by flight number SV-

705. Over 9 kg ketamine was
recovered from three suspects,
residents of Quetta and
Karachi, rounded up from City
Railway Station Karachi. 57.6
kg hashish, 12 kg opium, 7 kg
heroin and 1 kg Ice were re-
covered from a vehicle inter-
cepted near Government Col-
lege Peshawar. During the op-
eration, two accused including
a  woman, resident of
Charsada, were nabbed. The
recovered drugs were being
smuggled to Punjab.

In 10th operation, 112 Ice-
filled capsules were recovered
from the possession of a pas-
senger netted at Bacha Khan
International Airport. The ac-
cused, resident of Khyber, was
leaving for Doha by flight num-
ber QR-601. In 11th operation,
10 kg hashish concealed for
smuggling was recovered from
an uninhabited area of Khyber.

Kakar’s joining BRF reveals Pakistan commitment to
CPEC, regional connectivity, shared prosperity

ISLAMABAD (INP): Recently
concluded visit of Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar to
China reaffirms Pakistan’s commit-
ment to timely completion of China
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) projects, a flagship of Belt
and Road Initiative, besides pro-
fusely advocating the need for col-
lective efforts for regional connec-
tivity and shared prosperity.

 At invitation of Chinese
President Xi Jingping, the prime
minister had been to Beijing, China
to participate and address the
Third Belt and Road Forum for In-
ternational Cooperation.

Chinese President Xi opened
the Forum with about 140 nations
in attendance.

 Besides PM Kakar, the dig-
nitaries at the forum included Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin,
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed, Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, Republic of
Congo President Denis Sassou
Nguesso, Papua New Guinean
Prime Minister James Marape,
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet, Argentina’s President
Alberto Fernandez, Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban, and
Indonesian President Joko
Widodo.

Addressing the High-Level
Forum of BRF titled ‘Connectiv-
ity in an Open Global Economy’,
Prime Minister Kakar appreciated
President Xi’s vision for creating
a global community with shared
future and the Belt -and-Road Ini-
tiative which held immense sig-
nificance for global connectivity,
common development and shared
prosperity.

 The visit coincided with an-
other milestone in the bilateral ties
as the two countries are celebrat-
ing the 10th anniversary of China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

 In his address, the caretaker
prime minister highlighted the cru-
cial role of CPEC in generating new
economic opportunities in Paki-
stan.

 Underscoring its salience for
Pakistan’s robust economic devel-
opment, he endorsed the Chinese
proposal for developing CPEC as
a corridor of growth, innovation,
livelihood, green economy, open-
ness and inclusiveness.

 He also underlined the need
for a united global response to
address complex transnational
challenges faced by humankind
and to prevent backsliding on the
gains achieved under UN Sustain-
able Development Goals and 2030
Agenda.  He emphasised the ur-
gency of addressing infrastruc-
ture gaps in the developing world
by investing in transportation,
energy and digital economy.

 On the sidelines of the Fo-
rum, he also met with the leaders

of different countries including
Russia, Kenya and Sri Lanka.

 He also held meetings with
Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Premier Li Qiang as well as the
senior leadership of the Commu-
nist Party of China and discussed
the ways forward to deepen bilat-
eral relations.

During his meeting with the
Chinese president, the two sides,
discussed various dimensions of
the multi-faceted Pakistan-China
relationship, and reaffirmed their
longs tanding and steadfast
friendship, all-weather strategic
cooperation, economic and trade
ties, and CPEC.  Caretaker Prime
Minister Kakar, in a bilateral meet-
ing with Chinese Premier Li Qiang,
reaffirmed the time-tested and
iron-clad friendship between Pa-
kistan and China and agreed to
further strengthen high-level dia-
logue and engagement.

 “In a warm and cordial atmo-
sphere, leaders of the two coun-
tries had in-depth exchanges of
views and reached extensive con-
sensus on strengthening the
China-Pakistan all-weather strate-
gic cooperative partnership, prac-
tical cooperation in various areas,
and international and regional is-
sues of mutual interest,” a joint
statement said.

 The two sides reaffirmed that
mutual trust remained at the core
of China-Pakistan relationship.

 During an interaction with
the Chinese think tanks  and
scholars, the prime minister
termed CPEC a manifestation of
strategic relationship which
proved as a “catalyst of growth,
poverty alleviation and jobs cre-
ation”.  Caretaker prime minister
also held a meeting with President
of Russian Federation Vladimir
Putin, on the margins of 3rd BRF.

 The two leaders reviewed
bilateral cooperation with a spe-
cial focus on trade, investment and
energy and expressed satisfaction
with the steady expansion of Pa-
kistan-Russia relations.

They also discussed the
prospects of enhancing Eurasian
connectivity and Pakistan’s piv-
otal role in regional integration
through rail, road and energy cor-
ridors.  On the sidelines of the
BRF, the caretaker prime minister
met President of Kazakhstan,
Kassym Jomart Tokayev and
President of Sri Lanka Ranil
Wickremesinghe. He also met
Secretary General of the United
Nations Antonio Guterres on the
sidelines of 3rd Belt and Road
Forum and discussed the Gaza
situation.

 Besides, the prime minister
held meetings with the leading
Chinese companies and encour-
aged their corporate executives to
explore the vast investment po-
tential of Pakistan.

 These included CEOs and
executives of Chinese enterprises
Minmetals, MCC, China Commu-
nication Construction Company
(CCCC), China Road and Bridge
Corporation (CRBC), COFCO,
Amer International Group, Power
China, China Energy and China
Gezhouba Group.

 The prime minister apprised
the Chinese businessmen of the
Pakistan’s initiatives for economic
and financial stability.

 Sharing Pakistan’s vision for
sustainable and inclusive devel-
opment, he outlined Pakistan’s in-
vestor-friendly policies; including
the establishment of Special In-
vestment Facilitation Council,
which would act as a one-window
platform to facilitate foreign in-
vestment.

During the visit, the United
Energy Group of China and Paki-
stan Refinery Limited signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
for the investment worth $1.5 bil-
lion in the petroleum sector.

The MoU will help increase
the petrol production capacity of
the refinery from 250,000 metric
tons to 1.6 million metric tons and
high-speed diesel from 0.6 million
metric tons to 2 million metric tons.

During the visit, the two sides
signed 20 agreements and MoUs,
covering cooperation on the BRI,
infrastructure, mining, industry,
green and low-carbon develop-
ment, health, space cooperation,
digital , development cooperation
and export of agricultural prod-
ucts to China.

 On the last leg of the visit,
the prime minister visited Urumqi
and met Member of Politburo of
CPC’s Central Committee Ma
Xingrui besides addressing the
students at Xinjiang University.

 The two sides agreed to
strengthen cooperation in the
mining industry, including in the
fields of geological survey, joint
research on geology and miner-
als, training of talent, and plan-
ning of mining industrial parks, IT,
industrialization and agriculture
sectors as well.

 Earlier, the caretaker prime
minister also attended a state ban-
quet hosted by President Xi
Jinping for world leaders attend-
ing the 3rd Belt and Road Forum
in China.

 Held at the iconic Great Hall
of the Peoples, the State Banquet
was attended by the Heads of
State/Government of Russia,
Kenya, Ethiopia, Mongolia, Hun-
gary, Sri Lanka, Kazhakastan,
Uzbekistan, Papua New Guinea,
Mozambique and Chile, among
several other world leaders.

 At the banquet, the prime
minister was welcomed by Presi-
dent Xi and First Lady Madame
Peng Liyuan.

GAZA:Trucks loaded with aid are crossing the Rafah border into
Gaza.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker federal Health minister Dr Nadeem Jan leads advo-
cacy walk to end polio.


