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Political Landscape Shifts as PML-N Gains Momentum in
Balochistan

THC extends Nawaz’s
protective bail in
Avenfield, Al-Azizia
references till Oct 26

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High
Court on Tuesday extended PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif’s protective
bail in the Avenfield and Al-Azizia
cases — in which he had been con-
victed —till October 26, after the Na-
tional Accountability Bureau (NAB)
said it had “no objections™ to the plea
filed by the deposed prime minister.

AnIHC division bench, compris-
ing Chief Justice Aamer Farooq and
Justice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb,
ssued the order on Nawaz's petitions
seeking protective bail in the cases
and restoration of his appeals against
his conviction

In July 2018, ousted Nawaz was
handed 10years in jail in the Avenfield
properties corruption reference for
owning assets beyond known income
and one year for not cooperating with
the NAB, which was to be served con-
currently. The Al-Azizia Steel Mills cor-
ruption reference pertains to the case
in which he was sentenced to seven
years in jail on Dec 24, 2018 and then
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Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s return to
Pakistan has set the stage for a significant
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Once Dormant Party Is
Likely To Be A Domi-
nant Force

WHO calls for safe
passage of fuel in
Gaza as health minis-
try warns hospitals
shutting down

GAZA: Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan has accused the United Na-
tions Security Council of deepening
the Gaza crisis by bowing to the “Is-
racli regime”, AEP reports.

“The nternationl community is
not rising to the challenge in the face
of the Isracli regime’s unlawful and
unrestrained attacks against civil-
ians,” Erdogan said in a statement,
adding that the UN Security Council
“has deepencd the crisis with its one-
sided attitude™.

The Palestinian Authoritys for-
cign minister has deplored inaction
by the UN Sceurity Council to stop
“massacres” in Gaza by Isracl, AFP
Teports.

“The ongoing massacres being
deliberately and systematically and
savagely perpetrated by Isracl — the
occupying power against the Pales-
tinian civilian population under ille-
gal occupation — must be stopped,”

taken to Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail, from
where he was shifted to Lahore’s Kot
Lakhpat jail next day.

He was also fined Rs1.5 billion
and USS25 million in the case. Nawaz
was released from jail in March 2019,
following which he left for London in
November 2019 after the LHC allowed
him to do so.

The IHC declared him a pro-
claimed offender in both cases in De-
cember 2020. Last week, the IHC had
confirmed Nawaz’s protective bail in
the cases till Oct 24, paving the way
for his homecoming on Oct 21.

During the proceedings today,
Nawaz appeared before the court
along with his brother Shehbaz Sharif
and several other party leaders.
NEWSDESK

political shift in Balochistan like in other

provinces of the country.

It appears that prmninent politicians
and electables are poised to join the ranks

ofthe Pakistan Muslim League (N), mar]

ing a pivotal change in the province’s po-
litical landscape.

Leaked Audios Spark

Hot Debate

The participation of thousands of sup-
porters from the province at the PML-N’s
public meeting, where Nawaz Sharif was
the keynote speaker, served as a clear in-
dicator of the evolving political dynamics
in Balochistan. Additionally, leaked audio
recordings purportedly revealed former

notion of an imminent political trans-

formation in the province.

Jam, Khetran, and Dumar In-

structed Workers To Join the

ML N Meeting

Notable figures, including former
Chief Minister Balochistan Jam Kamal
Khan and former provincial ministers
Noor Muhammad Dumar, Sardar

Abdul Rehman Khetran,

Khan Lehri,

and

supporters to ensure the success of the
P

'ML-N’s political gathering.

Sources within the PML-N sug-
gest that these influential figures are
on the verge of announcing their affili-
ation with the party, pending the final-

ization of negotiations.

This development follows a
recent trend in which numerous
clectable and influential politicians
from Balochistan had previously
aligned with the Jamiat ul Ulema e
Islam (JUI) and later the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP).

Now, it appears that the PML-
N, a party with a history of strong
electables and influential lawmak-
ers, is set to reclaimits political in-
ﬂuence in the province.

The unfolding political events
indicate that the PML-N once con-
sidered a dormant political entity
in Balochistan, is poised to become
a dominant political force in the
near future.

Riyad al-Maliki told a special Secu-
ity Council session.

“Itis our collective human duty
to stop them,” “Continued
failure atthis council is inexcusable.”

Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala
and Austrian Chancellor Karl
Nehammer will travel to Israel on
Wednesday and meet its leaders,
Fiala’s spokesman told AFP.

Fiala and Nehammer will meet Is-
racli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and President Isaac
Herzog.

“The objective of the talks is sup-
port to Israel including coordination
in the context of the European Coun-
cil meeting scheduled for this week,”
spokesman Vaclav Smolka said.

NEWSDESK

Alarming Rise in Can-
cer Cases: Balochistan
Records Over 16,000
New Patients Annually

n a recent seminar held
to mark Breast Cancer Awareness Month
atalocal hotel in Quetta, medical experts
revealed a concerning trend in Balochistan,
with over 16,000 new cancer patients di-
agnosed cach year.

Cancer claims more than 40,000 lives

annually: Dr. Khan

Professor Dr. Khan Muhammad
Babar, a prominent health expert, empha-
sized that cancer claims more than 40,000
lives annually across Pakistan, and the ris-
ing numbers of cancer patients in
Balochistan, particularly breast cancer
cases, areindeed alarming.

Lack of Awareness Main Reason

The underlying causes of this trend,
accordingto Mr. Babar, include a lack of
awareness and the persistence of tribal
and official taboos.

Medical experts highlighted that in-
sufficient awareness and inadequate
healthcare facilities in rural Balochistan
are contributing to the increasing number
of breast cancer patients, with the fatal
disease claiming over 3,000 lives each year.

Dr. Achakzai calls for more serious
efforts

Dr. Feroz Khan Achakzai, a young
medical expert, emphasized the need for a
more serious governmental approach to
tackle the rampant issue of cancer.

He pmnled out that a significant

Manan Mandokhai

In a significant development, a flagship meeting was con-
vened between Pakistani border management officials and

from the Taliban Islamic Emirate of Afghani-

number of
four, which is the most critical stage for
any cancer patient.

stan, Jan Achakzai, the Balochistan Caretaker Information
Minister said. The primary focus of the meeting was to

Evacuation

ment

Representing Paki-
stan at the meeting were
Deputy Commissioner
Chaman, Raja Athar
Abbas, and FC Scout
Commander Chaman,

Pakistan and Taliban Officials Discuss Border Management and Refugee

evacuation of illegal Afghan
refugees.

This reflects a collective
effort to manage the humani-
tarian aspects of the Afghan
refugee crisis.

eral key areas, with a
strong emphasis on the
challenges faced by pa-
tients at the border, Mr.

ment Issues: The meet-
ing served as a platform
for both parties to delib-
erate on border manage-

‘Umar Jabbar. 3:Local Community
The high-level dis- Concerns: Recognizing the
cussions add: d sev- impact of border

on the local communities on
both sides, the meetingaimed
to foster a positive and col-
laborative environment for

Achakzai stated. addressing common issues.
Key Points Discussed: The parties agreed to con-
1:Border Manage- tinue consultations for the ben-

efit of local communities and
the one-document regime.
Deputy Commissioner
Chaman, Raja Athar Abbas,
and ex- d his to

discuss crucial border management

issues, particularly concerning the

evacuation of illegal Afghan refugees.

Patients’ Issues Discussed:
Jan Achakzai

rience.

plore potential solutions.
The emphasis was
placed on ensuring a
smoother and more effi-
cient cross-border expe-

2:Evacuation of Af-
ghan Refugees: Central
tothe discussions was the
provision of facilities for
the safe and organized

providing full cooperation in
resolving the problems faced
by the local communities.

This commitment under-
scores the dedication of both
Pakistan and the Taliban Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan
to working together for the
greater good, the Balochistan
Information Minister men-
tioned.

il

REPATRIATION OF
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

DAYS =
REMAINING

Building Institutional Capacity of ACEB to Improve Transparency Speakers

News Desk:

QUETTA: The Anticorruption Establishment
Balochistan (ACEB) has successfully completed a train-
ing program for its administrative and IT teams at the
Balochistan Civil Services Academy (BCSA).

“This training wasa significant stcp in the “Building
Institutional Capacity of ACEB” project, which is finan-
cial]y supported by the U.S.

E assy’s Bureau of International Narcotics and
Law Emoruemen! Affairs (INL) and executed by the Ac-
countability Lab Pakistan (ALP).

The training aimed to foster collaboration between
BCSA, ACEB, and ALP.

2-Day Training Concluded

The two-day training primarily focused on enhanc-
ing the capabilities of the administrativeand IT teams in
the areas of the latest data management and archiving
practices and advanced Microsoft Office applications.
The knowledge acquired during this program will play a
crucial role in maintaining and protectingsensitive case
datarelated to the and f finan-

Officers To Manage Digital Information

Mr. Abdul Wahid Kakar, the Director of ACEB,
emphasized that the workshop’s objective was to equip
the administrative and

IT teams with the most up-to-date best practices,
which will significantly improve their ability to manage
digital information. He expressed his gratitude to INL
and ALP for their support of ACEB.

Hafeez JamaliAddressed The Officers
Hafeez Jamali, Director General of the

Balochisian Civil Services Academy (BCSA), addressed
the workshup s participants and highlighted the
institution’s essential role in providing training for civil
servants.

He underlined how enhancing the L.apdcnyquCEB s
officials would boost th

-

ACEB, ultimately

IsOur Objective: Asmmuqm

and governance within public sector institutions in the
province. Mr. Jamali appreciated the support provided
by INLand the Accountability Lab for this vital initia-
tive, izing its critical si for

cial crimes.

ity and improved in

s training program
redﬂ'nm ACEB’s commitment w mmhaung corruption
and promoting good governance in the province of
Balochistan, as mentioned by

A:|nggooﬂau};, Deputy Director of Programs of the
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Balochistan Battles Growing Cancer
Cases — A Modern Hospital is Vital

Editorial:

Balochistan has grappled with a relentless increase in cancer cases over the
past several years.

Alarming statistics provided by medical experts highlight the growing
number of cancer patients in this underdeveloped province.

CENAR Hospital Reports 16,000 Cancer Patients

Each year, CENAR hospitalin Quettareports more than 16,000 new cancer
patients. Regrettably, this is the sole facility dedicated to treating cancer
patients in Balochistan. However, the hospital faces a shortage of medical
experts and essential medications to effectively address the rising cancer pa-
tient load.

Over 3,000 Cancer Diagnosed Patients Succumb to Disease

Oncologists working at CENAR hospital have unveiled deeply concern-
ing statistics regarding mortality rates. Shockingly, more than 3,000 cancer-
diagnosed patients succumb to the disease in Balochistan annua]]y More-
over, cases — indivi who remain und d and perish in
remote regions of the province — add to this grim toll

Despite official claims and announcements, healthcare facilities across
the province remain woefully inadequate.

‘The dire consequences of cancer have compelled thousands of patients
and their families to seek treatment at costly private hospitals in Karachi.

Lack Of Awareness One Of The Reasons

Medical experts pinpoint several underlying factors contributing to this
crisis: lack of awareness, pervasive poverty, unemployment, and limited ac-
cess to quality healthcare. It’s a troubling fact that most patients seek medical
attention only in the advanced stages of cancer, drastically reducing their
chances of recovery. While much has been said about this deadly disease, the
establishment of a modern cancer hospital in Balochistan remains a long-
unfulfilled promise. The provincial government allocates substantial funding

more than 40 billion rupees — to the health sector in every annual budget.

However, the people are yet to witness any tangible relief in this regard.

The Lives Of Countless Individuals Are Stake

Given the alarming rise in cancer cases, it is imperative that the provincial
government moves beyond rhetoric and takes concrete action to establish a
premier Cancer Treatment Center. The lives of countless individuals are at
stake, and immediate measures are needed to address this urgent healthcare
crisis.

Balochistan on way to progress under the leader-
ship of CM Mir Ali Mardan Domki

In aregion historically

marred by challenges,
the province of
Balochistan is wit-
nessing a renaissance
of leadership under
Chief Minister Mir Ali
Mardan Domki. His
proactiveand dynamic
approach, accompa-
nied by a dedicated
team, has set the stage
fora prosperous future
for the province. Un-
der his guidance,
Balochl%lan is not only
xperiencing
infrastructural growth
but also witnessing ef-
forts to ensure fairand
transparent elections,
thus solidifying the
foundations of democ-

racy.
A Vision for Pros-

perity:
hief er Mir
Ali Mardan Domki has

proven to be a vision-
ary leader, committed
to the welfare of the
public. His tireless ef-
forts are evident in his
swift actions, which
are aimed at achieving
sustainable develop-
ment across various

By: Manzoor Magsi:

sectors. One notewor-
thy aspect of his lead-
ership is the meticulous
attention given to de-
velopment projects.
The CM’s frequent vis-
its to these projects in
Quetta highlight his
dedication to monitor-
ing progress and en-
suring that they are
executed efficiently.
Chief Minister’s policy
guidelines and vision
for Balochistan’s min-
eral sector especially
Rigo Dik represent a
significant stride to-
wards harnessing the
province’s untapped
wealth. The articula-
tion of a strategic ap-
proach, promotion of
investor confidence,
and emphasis on glo-
bal exposure collec-
tively provide a
roadmap for trans-
forming Balochistan’s
mineral potential into a
catalyst for economic
growth, job creation,
and sustainable devel-
opment.

gers on the Green Bus
service, the CM has
not only demonstrated
his commitment to un-
derstanding the needs
of the public but has
also set an example for
otherleaders to follow.
This move is a clear
reflection of his
people-centric ap-
proach, further en-
hancing his reputation
as a leader who is in
touch with ground re-
alities.
Ensuring Law and
Order:

In the lead-up to
the upcoming elec-
tions, Chief Minister
Domki and his team
have taken on the re-
sponsibility of main-
taining law and order.
This step is crucial for
the success of any
democracy, as it guar-
antees a fair and trans-
parent electoral pro-
cess. By prioritizing
the security of the
province, Chief Minis-

ases

people is heard with-
out any hindrance.

Collaborative
Leadership: Prime
Minister Anwar ul

Haq Kakar:

An integral part of
Chief Minister Domki’s
journey towards
progress is his collabo-
ration with Prime Min-
ister Anwar ul Haq
Kakar. With both lcdd—
ers sharing an optimis-
tic and dynamic vision,
their collective efforts
are poised to reshape
Balochistan’s trajec-
tory. Prime Minister
Kakar’s dedication to
the province’s ad-
vancement is evident in
his consistent day-and-
night efforts, which
mirror the values up-
held by Chief Minister
Domki. Under the lead-
ership of Chief Minis-
ter Mir Ali Mardan
Domki, Balochistan is
undergoing a transfor-
mation that promises
prosperity and devel-
opment. His hands-on
approach, as seen in
his visits to develop-
ment projects and per-
sonal engagement with
public transportation
initiatives, reflects his

blic his dedi to up-
holding democratic
values and ensuring
that the voice of the

T}mmpnmnun‘

By personally
traveling with passen-

dedication to the well-
beingof the people. Ad-
ditionally, his commit-
ment to ensuring law
and order for upcom-
ing elections under-
scores his belief in
transparent democ-
racy. Collaborating
with Prime Minister
Anwar ul Haq Kakar,
Chief Minister Domki’s
administration embod-
ies optimism and dyna-
mism, factors that are
vital for the province’s
progress. As the prov-
ince navigates towards
a brighter future, it is
evident that Chief Min-
ister Domki’s leader-
ship is a beacon of
hope. His visionary ini-
tiatives and collabora-
tive spirit serve as a
colloquy to the poten-
tial of Balochistan,
proving that with the
right leadership, even
the most challenging of
circumstances can be
transformed into op-
portunities for growth.
The writer is a former
Press Secretary to
Chief Minister
Balochistan, currently
working as Assistant
Director of Public Re-
lations at the Govern-
ment of Balochistan

Course correction
By Jamil Ahmad:

On climate finance, the
report emphasises the
scaled-up mobilisation
of support for develop-
ing countries, while
aligning the current fi-
nancial flows with a path-
way towards low green-
house gas emissions
Means of implemen-
tation, particularly fi-
nance, have now become
the central plank of the
narrative forsecuring the
Paris Agreement, and the
SDGs deliberations on
this subjectat Dubai will
get aboost from the SDG
Summit and the Climate
Ambition Summit held
lastmonth during the UN
Paris Agreement, frag- General Assembly, which
mentation, urged concrete steps at
incrementality and the COP28 for
unequal regional distri- operationalising the
bution of adaptation ef- Loss and Damage Fund.
forts, and lack of rigor-  Another meeting con-
ous accountability of vened in New York by
actions by non-party Egypt, the current COP
stakeholders. To bridge presidency, and the UAE
these gaps, the repon thc incoming COP

and collective effort to
address climate change,
and discuss challenges
as wellas take fresh mea-
sures for course correc-
tion and strengthening
international coopera-
tion on all the pillars of
the Paris Agreement.

A synthesis report
released last month
notes the progress made
towards the Paris goals,
but also indicates the
need to do much more.
Inits 17 findings, the re-
port points out “well-
known gaps”, such as
the insufficiency of miti-
gation ambition to col-
lectively achieve the

ALL is set for the UN

Climate Change Confer-
ence (COP28)next month
in Dubai. The annual
conclave comes in the
wake of this year’s
record-breaking high
temperatures, a worsen-
ing watercrisis, wildfires,
and floods in many parts
ofthe world. World lead-
ers, representatives of
the financial sector, i
dustry, CSOs, and cli-
mate activists are ex-
pected to congregate for
crucial policy decisions
on climate change.

COP28 takes the ba-
ton from COP27, aiming
to refine policies and
augment action in mitiga-
tion, adaptation and
means of implementation
including finance, tech-
nology, and capacity
building,

An important addi-
tion to the agenda is the
operationalisation of the

Loss and D; calls for a — added its
Fund established at last ciety approach, inte- voice to calls in favour 2007.
year’s COP.A24-member grated and inclusive of early action on the

transitional committee,
entrus-ted with defining
the structure and modali-
ties of the Fund, is ex-
pcctcd to finalise its pro-
posals.

The first Global

policymaking for long-
term strategies for car-
bon-resilient and low-
emission development,
scaling-up renewable
energy, and the un-
abated phasing out of

fund.

However, there are
still differences among
governments on the mo-
dalities for the new fi-
nancing mechanism, the
criteria for securing and

By Arifa Noor:

Do siories of martyr-
dom and suffering still
resonate? The question
came to mind as the
daylong transmission of
the Lahore jalsa pro-
ceeded; especially as the
state was seen to be
playing a supporting
rolé in ensuring a grand
welcome for PML-N
supremo Nawaz Shari,
who returned to Paki-
stan after four years. And
grand and impressive it
was, after weeks of
preparation by the party.

After ali, this is a
party not known for
street spectacles; the
last time Nawaz Sharif
returned to the country
from Saudi Arabia, his
party could not even
manage a half-decent
show, even though it
came shortly after the
spectacular  show
organised by the PP for
Benazir Bhutto’s arrival
in Karachi in October

‘And while compari-
sons were made back
then, they didn’t faze the
party; neither did they
stop it from winning back
central Punjab from its
evil twin, the PML-Q,
which had ruled the
province during the

Stocktake to assess fossil fuels. disbursing funds and the
quantitative progress on The Global of countries
achieving the goals of Stocktake report also  to benefit from the facil

identifies the need for
“increased adaptation
action and enhanced ef-
forts to avert, minimise
and address loss and
damage”, for those who
are least prepared for
change and least able to
recover from disasters.

the Paris Agreement has
been completed after a
consultative process
spread over 18 months.

COP28 will consider
the Global Stocktake,
which offers countries a
deep insight into the im-
pact of their individual

ity. After two rounds of
talks, the Loss and Dam-
age transitional commit-
tee entrusted with pro-
viding answers to these
questions has a chal-
lenging task ahead as it
shapes its final recom-
mendations.

years. But the noughties
were different, so was
Pakistan  including
Punjab.

The PML-N knows
this; which is why unlike
the past it now tries to
match its competitor’s
street shows, song for
song and flag for flag. It

Nawaz Sharif’s return

is noteworthy that in its ~party, and mere memo-
heyday, the PML-N ries of the distant and
didn’t bother with jalsas recent past  won’t
at Minar-i-Pakistan. change that.

Other than the PDM And inthe joy of re-
gathering here one cold turn, even parts of
December evening, this Nawaz Sharif’s speech
is perhaps the only other  sounded like a victory
occasion where the party ~ speech rather than one
pul together a show of which is given at the

his size in this park. The launch of an election
party’s nervousness was campaign; it was more
evident from its bizarre about what he has
statements during the plannedto do rather than
preparations; offers of whathe would doiin ¢
motorbikes and wamings he was voted in. How-
to keep track of people ever, it is worth mention-
through their phones. ing that the economic
Smaller gatherings were  roadmap was not too
planned and then can- detailed and simply
celled. But grand it was listed much of what the
and successful. caretaker government is

Yet, one is forced to  already busy with.
ask if the leader’s per- But more impor-
sonal suffering still reso-  tantly, from the family’s
nates in a land where in-  suffering to previous
flation hasravaged every ~achievements, the bulk
home and state excesses of the speech was en-
have touched many. sconced firmly in the

How would these past, even though Paki-
people view areturn ofa  stan is now grappling
former symbol of defi- with 2023. The family
ance, whose return was suffering, the exiles,
marked at every moment missed opportunities of
by signs of the support the past, and the legacy;
henow enjoys?So much and then the touching
50, it was as if his return  scenes of the two sib-
was deliberately tar- lings with their children
nished in the eyes of a lockedin aclose huddle.
disgruntled populace Though the last was
which has spent the past  perhaps instinctive, it
five years choosing the once again highlighted
victim over the partner.  the family dominance of

Consider that while a mainstream party, a
the PML-N was able to factor which now
hold a jalsa on Saturday, rankles not just part of
with nonstop coverage the electorate but also
on all television chan- the party rank and file,
nels, PTI workers were though the leadership
notable to holda gather- has firmly pushed the
ing on Sunday. The vic- issue to a point where it
tim card is now firmly is barely mentioned.
held by Imran Khan's His focus on infla-

tion was less convincing
especially where he tried
to brush away the 16
months under Shehbaz
Sharif as simply a result
of the PTI government,
which preceded it. Ifthis
was as simple as he
‘made it sound, Maryam
Nawaz’s campaign in
July 2022 would have
worked. But it didn’t.
And yet, he focused on
the prices during his
prime ministership. Ei-
ther he felt he had no
choice or doesn’t realise
how aware the ordinary
people have become of
the economic crisis and
the structural problems
that cause it.

And this is the di-
lemma of the party and
Nawaz Sharif.

While they do want
to assert their primacy in
Punjab, they also keep
conceding that times are
changing. Consider the
party’s ad campaigns
where a number of
mostly young and edu-
cated people are indi-
rectly addressing or dis-
cussing PTI’s criticism
of the PML-N.

1z Sharif also
hinted at the same threat
from the PTIby referring
to his own party’s ‘well-
behaved” women; op-
probrium for abusive
young people and deri-
Sion forunnamed people
who carry a tasbeeh
publicly.

However, this latent
acknowledgement of the
challenge the PTI poses
with its populism and
support from the youth,
comes without a path on

how to win them over.
The party is still only
equipped to win in
purana Punjab; which is
why the speech contin-
ued to harp on past
achievements such as
low prices and develop-
ment projects. But that
very night it was obvi-
ous that purana Punjab
no longer includes
Lahore, which was miss-
ing from the Saturday
show. The crowds did
not really include the
residents of the city,
which was once known
as the Larkana of PML-

Last but not least,
his passionate speech
hinted at past fires, even
though he didn’t speak
of defiance or ‘vote ko
izzat do’. He hinted at his
dismissals and what
these  interruptions
meant for his family and
Pakistan. His references
to restraint and reconcili-
ation (which for the mo-
ment seems to imply the
establishment), made it
obvious the choices
were forced upon him.

But in those mo-
ments, he also revealed
the essential contradic-
tion within himself and
his party, for at times,
Nawaz Sharif comes
across as a leader who
aspires to the populism
of Bhutto and Imran
Khan butis held back by
his party and family to
settle for power in
Punjab. Even on Satur-
day evening, it seeme
he was celebrating a vic-
tory while having lost a
battle, personally.

Cricketers who

By Jawed Nagqvi:

till this day. At the 2019
World Cup finals, many
became ardent New
Zealand fans for the
grace with which the
team, particularly the
captain, accepted a con-
troversial defeat against
a wily and boisterous
England. Itwas ajust ret-
ribution, therefore, that
the Kiwis outclassed
England in the opening
match of the current
contest.

Players, not teams,
areour heroes. India had
its legendary Eknath
Solkar snapping up im-
possible catches at silly
point or forward short
leg before the advent of
South Africa’s fielding
wizard Jonty Rhodes.
Pakistan’s Majid Khan
was loved for walking
before the umpire’s fin-
ger went up, a tradition
followed by India’s
Gundappa Vishwanath.

The need for a third
umpire would seem in-
sulting. Cricketers were
charismatic but made

little use of their tower-
ing personalities to mint
money that would dis-
tract them and the fans
from the sport. Farokh
Engineer was an excep-
tion as the cavalier bats-
‘man-wicketkeeper who
introduced cricket lovers
in India and probably
abroad to men’s hair
cream that was deliber-
ately mlsspell as

The school-going

cricket enthusiast in our
ucknow
neighbourhood was the
only oneto own a decent
radio in the 1960s. Rajiv
Puri, Bappal to us, would
wait for daybreak to
shout out the latest
score from his balcony,
which was two houses
removed from ours, fora
match being played on
the other side of the
globe, between teams
from diverse shores.

Often,  Bappal
would invade our living
room to relay the latest
from the shortwave
Grundig radio. Other
than cricket, Cassius
Clay’s beating of Sonny
Liston and  Neil
Armstrong’s landing on
the moon were revealed
to us by Bappal.

Our interest in
cricket was unabashedly
non-nationalist and
largely oblivious of ele-
ments extraneous to the
sport and it remains so

( onnoisseurs were
eclectic, not rabid about
the national flag. If Gary
Sobers hitasix in Sabina
Park, it didn’t matter to
Bappal or to his audi-
ences who was being
pummelled, an Indian or
a Pakistani or an Austra-
lian.

Among the more
enjoyable matches one
got to watch inside a sta-
dium were when Fazal
Mehmood, Richie
Benaud and Ted Dexter
led their amazing teams
to Kanpur, the venue
closest to Lucknow.
Australia’s  Norman

O°Neil and Neil Harvey
were noted for their bat-
ting suffused with attrac-
tive stroke plays. Wally
Grout was the athletic
wicketkeeper and Alan
Davidson the memorable
left-arm speedster.

A particular Kanpur
encounter between India
and Pakistan remains
etched for its blend of
friendship and keen com-
petition. It involved
classy players like Hanif
Mohammed, Nasim ul
Ghani and Javed Burki
from Pakistan. The
gothic Polly Umrigar and
debonair M.L. Jaisimha
rose as heroes for India.
Jaisimha was run out for
a tantalising 99 in the
match, which ended in a
draw. Javed Burki and
‘Wallis Mathias scored 48
notout each for Pakistan
to round off the incon-
clusive outing.

The crowds were
cvenly ranged, and
mostly knowledgeable.
There was humour and
innocence, far removed

also win hearts

from today’s nationalist
biliousness wrapped in
consumerist ads that ad-
vise us which aerated
drink or brand of cement
or perfume best defines
a nation. An Indian sup-
porter of Pakistan was
watching the Kanpur
match with his binoculars
with no risk of being
branded a traitor.

Sitting in  the
governor’s pavilion, the
man loudly disputed the
umpire’s decision to
negative a caught-behind
appeal against Umrigar,
insisting he had heard a
snick. Instead of assault-
ing the Pakistan sup-
porter as would happen
today, Safdar, the popu-
lar wit from Lucknow en-
gaged the man in a con-
versation. “Those must
be special binoculars, sir,
that you could hear the
distant snick on them.”
There was laughter to
blend with the splendid
match.

Years later, India-Pa-
kistan matches were

playedin thedesert emir- pily flaunted the Indian
ate of Sharjah. I took it flag.

as a compliment when
complete strangers won-
dered which side I was
supporting. A Waqar
Younis swinging yorker
or Azharuddin’s wristy
flick to the square leg
boundary were equally
applaudéd. England, the
West Indies, Sti Lanka
and Australia joined the
gala,

India’s surprise vic-
tory at the 1983 World
Cup further spurred
South Asia’s interest in
the game. That win was
made into a fabulous
movie by Kabir Khan,
The Indian team had
travelled on a shoe-
string budget with only
the zeal to play a good
game of cricket.
Fugitive Bombay Several star players
don Dawood Ibrahim had to cancel their on-
was an ack ledged ward flight to New York
supporter of the Indian  because the team moved
team in the 1980s. He had  to the semi-finals. Indira
aspecial box replete with - Gandhi was in the saddle
newly minted mobile back home while some
phones from which he Hindu-Muslim commu-
ran his betting network. nal tension erupted in a
Indian movie heart-throb  small town. She in-
Mehmood was among structed the final match
visitors from the tinsel to be shown on
town. He found nothing  Doordarshan. The com-
wrong in taking a Paki- munal tension evapo-
stani flag from alittle girl rated. Indiaand Pakistan
and waving it. The next were on the brink of war
day, following narrow- in May 2002. Foreign
minded protests from the ~ embassies in Delhi were
Indian embassy, deserted over fears of a
Mechmood just as hap- nuclear exchange. Prime

Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee then pulled
back the troops.

By the middle of
2004, he was seeing off
India’s cricket squad to
Pakistan with advice to
“win the hearts”, which
they did. And Pakistanis
won the hearts of visit-
ing Indian fans with their
fabled generosity. Mes-
sages of love and peace
floated around the
Lahore stadium, and
beautifully dressed Paki-
stani women cheered the
lanky Indian bowler
Lakshmipathy Balaji as
they did theirown speed-
sters. Much comment
has been made about the
current World Cup lack-
ing the cheer and gra-
ciousness of previous
outings. After the dis-
play of the abusive
crowd behaviour at the
Narendra Modi stadium
in Ahmedabad against
the Pakistan team, not
much remains to be said
about who is running the
show and how. Nor why.
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Sanjrani condemns Israeli atrocities, hopes China
to support just cause of Palestinians

BEIING (INP): Chairman
Senate of Pakistan,
Muhammad  Sadiq
Sanjrani on Tuesday de-
livered a speech at the
International Sympo-
sium held in Beijing,
China to Commemorate
the 10th Anniversary of
China's Principle of Am-
ity, Sincerity, Mutual
Benefit, and Inclusive-
ness in Neighborhood
Diplomacy, proposed by
President Xi Jinping.
H.E. Mr. Wang Yi, Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs,
was among the distin-
guished attendees

The Chairman Sen-
ate in a gesture of good-
will and respect, ex-
tended his warm greet-
ings and gratitude to the
Chinese hosts for their
invitation and hospital-
ity, acknowledging the
enduring bond between
Pakistan and China. He
emphasized Pakistan's

Chairman_Senate
congratulated China on
its 74th Founding Anni-
versary earlier in the
month, expressing im-
mense pride in the close
friendship between Paki-
stan and China.

In his remarks,
Sadiq Sanjrani congratu-
lated China on the suc-
cessful hosting of the
symposium as wellas the
recently held 3rd Belt and
Road Forum (BRF) in
Beijing. While underlin-
ing BRI’s contribution to
the concept of good
neighbourliness, he
highly appreciated the
role of CPEC as a cata-
lyst for the soc
nomic uplift of Pakistan
and the neighbouring
countries. The Chairman
Senate spoke at length
about the situations in
Occupied Palestine and
Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir
(II0JK). He
the brazen Isracli atroci-
ties in Gaza while thank-

ance and the commitment
to further prosperity,
strength, democracy,
civilization, and har-
mony. These principles
are central to the
symposium's theme.
decade ago,
President Xi Jinping in-
troduced a transforma-
tive path for interna-
tionalrelations, reflecting
China's rich history and
diplomatic wisdom. The
White Paper unveiled
during the event articu-
lates a new approach to
international relations,
emphasizing economic
globalization and com-
mon values of human-
ity" said Chairman Sen-
ate Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani. He acknowl-
edged the enduring im-
pact of the Five Prin-
ciples of Peaceful Coex-
istence and the Non-
Aligned Movement,
which embody the prin-
ciples of equality, mutual
respect, and a shared vi-
sion for a peaceful future.

ing China for supporting
the just cause of the Pal-
estinians. He called upon
theinternational commu-
nity to raise its voice for
the cessation of hostili-
ties, creation of a hu-
manitarian corridor and
resumption of an inclu-
sive and transparent
peace process to secure
an independent Pales-
tine through the realiza-
tion of the two-state so-
lution. He also high-
lighted the plight of the
Kashmiris suffering un-
der the Indian illegal oc-
cupation and urged the
need for carly resolution
of the Kashmir dispute
based on the UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions
which call for granting
the right to self-determi-
nation to the people of
Jammu & Kashmir.
Chairman Senate
paid tribute to President
Xi Jinping's visionary
leadership.
the progress China has
achieved under his guid-

to this profound partner-
ship.

[CHINA: Pakistan's Johari Chaudhry poses for a photo with a Chinese businessman
during the 3rd "Belt and Road" International Cooperation Summit Forum.

Pak-China film award ceremony held
to promote cultural exchanges

BEIJING (INP): Pak-

China film award cer-

emony held here to

promote cultural ex-
s,

cultural caravan by the
end of this year aimed
at transcending eco-
nomic ties and
strengthening cultus
bonds between Paki-
stan, China, and the
Central Asian States,"
the minister said.

The Minister in-
formed that the cara-
van will start from
Xi'an, China, and
travel through
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Iran,
UAE, Oman, Gwadar,
and Karachi before
culminating in
Islamabad. "CPEC
will be documented to

flect upon the land,
life, and the people
along China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
and Silk Route cover-
ing Central Asian
countries during De-
cember this year," he

makers to try to revive
the Pakistani film in-
dustry. Some Chinese
friends join them to
support their struggle
and eventually they
succeed,” he stated.

On that occasion,
the Ambassador of
Pakistan to China
Moin ul Haque said
that the most important
part of assistance is
the cultural coopera-
tion, the people-to-
people exchanges be-
tween our two coun-
tries.

“The film is about
the empowerment of
women, friendship, re-
silience, tolerance, and
understanding. I think
it's also about the
goodness that you find
in each other's
hearts,” the Ambassa-
dor added.

Xie Peng, Chair-
man of Chengcheng
Film Company told the
audience that the film
Batie Girl tells a heart-
warming story of mu-
tual help and redemp-
tion between a young
Chinese woman Lu
You and a Pakistani
girl Nasa from a
unique female per-
spective.

“Through the
friendship of ordinary
people from both
China and Pakistan,
the movie refl the
genuine bond between
the two countries,
highlighting the pro-
found significance of
building a community
with a shared future
for mankind," he
added.

He said that pro-
moting film and cul-
tural exchanges and
cooperation between
Chinaand Pakistannot
only presents the real-
life scenarios of the
two countries to the
audience, enhancmg
mutual understandi
and recogni
the people of both na-
tions, but also aligns
with the aspirations of
both China and Paki-
stan to explore new
film themes and reju-
venate the film indus-
try. “We will use film
as amessenger of cul-
tural exchange be-
tween China and Pa-
kistan, continuously
contributing to the
preservation and con-
tinuation of the China-
Pakistan friendship,”
he stated.

tional Heritage and
Culture, Jamal Shah
said on the occasion
that the cultural
bridge’s impact is long-
lasting. In a passionate
speech delivered at the
Pakistan Embaesy, he
shed light on the intrin-
sic power embedded
within the nation's rich
heritage and cultural
tapestry, asserting its
potential to foster unity
and resilience in the
face of modemn chal-
lenges, Gwadar Pro
reported

About Pakistan's
outstanding achieve-
ment in the culture
awarding ceremony of
Ba'Tie Girl, the first
China-Pakistan co-
production film, he said
that Ba’Tie Girl is a
feature film based on
the friendship between
the people of China
and Pakistan which is
co-produced by
Hunarkada production
and China FilmAdmin-
istration. "We are plan-
ning to organize an

called Cut is also go-
ing to be a joint ven-
ture between China
and Pakistan and that
is about the multifac-
eted Pakistani filmin-
dustry. The story is
about a struggle fora
few motivated film-
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(CHINA/ZHEJIANG PROVINCE: Tian Jianchuan of China celebrates after winning the gold medal in
ng men's saber i -y A at the 4th Asian Para Games in Hangzhou,|

e f
east China's Zhejiang Province.

CHINA: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yimet with the Japanese friendship delegation led by former
Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda at the DiaoyutaiState Guest House in Beijing, capital of China.

China will assist Pakistan in enhancing
its exports to China

Pakistan and China

The Minister also
engaged with Jin
Weidong, President of
Wellhope, a leading
Chinese  agri-pro-
ducer. The company’s
global leadership in
smart farming and
meat processing can

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Duringhis recent visit
to China Pakistan’s
Minister of Commerce
Dr.Gohar Ejaz signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding
(MOU) on Pakistan’s
behalf with the Chi-

to discuss the possibil
ties of enhancing
Pakistan's grains and
food exports to China.
Dr. Gohar invited
themto establish their
regional offices in Pa-
kistan to procure more
Pakistani products, in-

and exploring various
investment opportuni-
ties in Pakistan.
According to the
Ministry's official
statement, Dr. Gohar
Ejaz met with Wang
Zihai, Director of

nese Minister of Com- China-Pakistan pave the way for a vest in Pakistan, and
merce Wang Wentao (Qingdao) Interna- mutually beneficial makeitahub ofits glo-
inBeijing. tional Cooperation partnership. bal value chain and
Under the MOU, Hub. Thediscussions The Minister met  storage network with
China will assist Paki- centered on invest- with Wang Guidongof ~support from SIFC.

Dr. Gohar also
urged COFCO to es-
tablish a Joint Working
Group between
COFCO, the Pakistani
business community,
and the Ministry of
Commerce.

The Commerce
Minister met with sev-
eral other prominent
Chinese enterprises
and organizations, in-
cluding Shandong
Xinxu Group, ADM
Group, China National
Agriculture Develop-
ment, China National
Fisheries Corp, Tianjin
Meat Association, and
CNAGS. The discus-
sions explored collabo-
ration in various sec-

stan in enhancing its
exportsto China.

The MOU will go
along way in increas-
ing Pakistan’s exports
to China and will con-
tribute to job creation,
inaddition to balancing
bilateral trade, said the
Commerce Minister,
according to a report
published by Gwadar
Pro on Tuesday.

Earlier, the Minis-
try of Commerce con-
cluded a series of
highly productive
mectings with promi-
nent Chinese business
leaders and invest-
ment groups on the
sidelines of the 3rd
Belt and Road Forum

‘ment opportun
Pakistan, including ar-
eas such as civilianand
defense equipment,
EV lithium batteries,
solar panels, and semi-
conductors.
The role of the
Special Investment
Facilitation Council
(SIFC) in facilitating
these opportunities
was a key point of con-
versation.

In a meeting with
Li Yiman, Chairperson
of Eman Logistics, the
focus was on expand-
ing Pakistan’s pra
ence on Chinese digi-
tal platforms.

Eman Logistics
plans to launch “Paki-

Donghua Group, em-
phasizing Pakistan
Steel Mills’
privatization and the
government’s dedica-
tion to the process.
The establishment of
SIFC is set to bolster
these efforts, and all
possible facilitation for
the partnership was
assured. A productive
working lunch was
held with representa-
tives from MCC,
China’s metallurgy gi-
ant, akey player in the
Saindak Copper-Gold

Project. The discus
sions revolved around
expanding collabora-
tion and tapping into
MCC'’s expertise to

inBeijing. stanNational Pavilion” foster partnership tors, such as mining,
The meetings display centers in growth. The minister lmde hospitality, con-
were aimed at China, demonstrating also visited COFCO,a struction, EV infr

strengthening eco-
nomic ties between

a commitment to digi-
tal diplomacy.

leading global food
procurement agency,

GAZA: Displaced children can beseen inside a school run by the United Nations agency for Palestin-
ian refugees in the southern Gaza Strip.

PTI chairman cannot be produced in ECP
contempt case: Ministry

ISLAMABAD (INP): jnformed the ECPinthis expressing concerns
The Ministry of Interior regard citing that the about his security.
on Tuesday informed the - production of the former The Interior Minis-

ful elections when it is
not able to give security
to an individual.

Election Commission of - premier would bea secu-  try has recommended to ‘The ECP while sum-
Pakistan (ECP) that pro-  rity risk. ECP to hear the con- moning the secretary In-
ducing PTI chairman The ministry issued tempt case in the jail. terior Ministry "ad-

Imran Khan in a con-
tempt case is a ‘security
risk’, says in media re-
ports.

Last year in August, the
ECP had issued notices
to Chaudhry, and others

an apology to the ECP.
AIG operations said the
PTI chairman had been

During the hearing, ECP
said how the Interior
Ministry will hold peace-

journed the further hear-
ing of the case until No-
vember 13.

b bubsist e Gty

for allegedly using “in- . . .

temperate” language SKCE [ [

against Chief H(ec“““ 14112023 | 134200001 6000000

Sikander Sultan RaJ aand 15-11-2023 9900000/~ 350000/

the electoral body. 15-11-2023 3050001 1500001-
four-member =

commission headed by
Sindh Member Nisar
Durrani heard the con-
tempt case against
former prime minister
Imran Khan, Fawad
Chaudhry and Asad
Umar. The former federal
ministers appeared be-
fore the court, while the
PTI chairman, who is in
Adiala Jail was not pre-
sented.

The ministry and

police have
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COAS Munir meets Palestinian envoy, expresses
concern over Israel’s ‘unabated violence’ in Gaza

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army
Staff(COAS) Gen Asim Munir on
Tuesday expressed grave concern
over the “indiscriminate killing™
of Palestinians in Gaza and called
on the international community to
put an end to the “unlawful use
of force” by the Israeli military.

He passed these remarks
during ameeting with Palestinian
Ambassador to Pakistan Ahmed
Jawad Rabei at the General Head-
quarters in Rawalpindi, the
military’s media wing. According
to the Palestinian health ministry
in Gaza, more than 5,700 people,
including over 2,000 children,
have been killed in relentless Is-
raeli bombing since October 7.

A humanitarian crisis has
gripped the besicged enclave,
with hospitals shutting down due
to a shortage of fuel. In a press
release issued today, the Inter
Services Public Relations (ISPR)
said thearmy chiefexpressed con-
dolences over the loss of Pales-
tinian lives. “The COAS ex-
pressed grave concern over un-
abated violence and willful, indis-
criminate killing of innocent civil-
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[BELJING: Chairman Senate of Pakistan,
the International Symposium held in Bei

-
ians by the Isracli Defence Forces
in the war. Incessant attacks on
the civilian population, schools,
universities, aid workers, hospi-
tals and the forced exodus of Pal-
estinians from Gaza are manifest
crimes against humanity,” it
stated.

The army chiefalso reiterated
Pakistan’s principled support for
an “independent, viable and con-
tiguous state of Palestine estab-
lished on the basis of pre-1967
borders with Al-Quds Al-Sharifas

its capital”. “Pakistan believes
that the fresh spate of violence in
Gaza is the result of unabated re-
pression, continued human rights
violations and state-sponsored
sacrilege of Al Agsa mosque.
“Conflating this war with terror-
ism would be naive; taking a nar-
row and self-serving view of the
issue as an isolated attack, ob-
scures brutal oppression span-
ning decades that has led to this
outcome,” the ISPR quoted the
COAS as saying. NEWS DESK
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International Symposium to Commemorate the 10th Anniversary of China's Princip]
Amity, Sincerity, Mutual Benefit and Inclusiveness in Neighborhood Diplomacy
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Occupied Palestine, Kashmir striking ex-
amples of UN’s failure: Munir Akram

UNITED NATIONS (INP):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the
United Nations, Munir Akram has
said that the UN has failed to se-
cure the right to self-determina-
tion and liberation from foreign
occupation for the peoples of Pal-
estine and Kashm
Inamessage ‘o the UN com-
munity on the world body’s 79th
anniversary, he said, “The ongo-
ing slaughter of Palestinians in
Gaza by the Israeli bombardment
and the massive violations of hu-
man rights of the people of Indian
occupied Jammu and Kashmir are
the most visible examples of the
UN’s failures.”
In this regard, the Pakistani
envoy called for reinforcing the
N.s capacity to respond o the
old and new threats to interna-
tional peace and security, to halt
and reverse emerging great power
tensions and the new nuclear and
conventional arms race, to revive

cquitable and inclusive global
economic growth, and to avert
the existential threat posed by cli-
‘mate change.

“Despite the enormity of
these challenges, the hopes of
most of the world’s peoples, es-
pecially the youth, remain pinned
on the United Nations and on its
active and sincere Secretary Gen-
eral.” In the past 78 years, Am-
bassador Akram poinied out that
the UN has played a vital role in
preventing another global con-
flict, resolving numerous dis-
putes, and promoting interna-
tional peace and security, arms
control, economic and social de-
velopment and human rights
around the world, adding that the
organization had remained the in-
ternational community’s primary
platform for cooperation amongst
nation states for peace, progress
and prosperity.

The UN has adapted its

structures considerably in re-
sponse to emerging challenges
and threats, in particular shifting
its efforts from decolonization in
the early years to equitable de-
velopment, through the univer-
sally accepted Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs), the Paki-
stani envoy said.

“While the UN can take jus-
tifiable pride in its many successes
during the last 78 years, it has also
fallen short of its Charter’s vision
inseveral ways. Most importantly,
it failed to prevent aggression, for
instance against Pakistan in

971.

" Pakismn, hesaid, has a firm
and abiding commitment to up-
hold the principles and purposes
of the United Nations, and the
country has played an active and
leading role consistently in ad-
vancing the role of the United
Nations in the pursuit of world
peace, security and prosperity.

Contempt case against PTI chief, ECP
summons interior secretary

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
on Tuesday summoned the inte-
rior secretary over non-compli-
ance of presenting PTI chief be-
fore it in case of contempt of the
electoral body.

Shoaib Shaheen, the counsel
of chairman PTI who appeared
beforethe ECP informed it that his
client could not be produced as
the interior secretary had said his
life was in danger.

Advocate Shaheen said that
it was an insult of the ECP. The
commission had issued produc-
tion orders for the PTI Chairman
but it was not implemented, he
added. Punjab Police AIG (Opera-
tions) told the ECP that there are
threats to the life of chairman

which he himself had expressed.

The head of the bench, Nisar
Durrani, asked the police officer
whether he believed what the PTI
chief had said was true.

The AIG said that Rawalpindi
is densely populated and the jour-
ney of PTI chief to the ECP is not
safe. He showed his inability to
produce the PTI chief before the
ECP and suggested that the com-
mission must get a written apol-
ogy from the accused by itself.

Earlier, the AIG submitted a
report to the ECP regarding the
appearance of PTI chief in which
the interior ministry asked the
commission to go to Adiala Jail to
hear the case.

On AIG’s apology, the ECP
summoned the interior secretary

on November 13.

The ECP expressed anguish
on the interior secretary’s apol-
ogy and observed that if the de-
partment cannot provide security
to a single person, how it [ECP
could hold general elctions.

“How interior ministry can
order the ECP,” the head of the
four-member bench asked.

The ministry of interior will
notproduce the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf chairman before the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
due to security reasons. The min-
istry and Islamabad police have
informed the ECP in this regard
citing that production of former
premier would be a security risk.
The ministry issued the apology
to the ECP.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar distributes cheques among the
familics of martyred polio workers and polio workers who gotinjured in the linc of duty.

Dream to polio-free Pakistan to be fulfilled
at every cost: PM Kakar

ISLAMABAD (INP): Care-
taker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar on Tuesday said
that the dream of polio-free
Pakistan to be achieved at ev-
ery cost and individuals propa-
gating against the polio vacci-
nation would be dealt accord-
ingly.

Addressing a ceremony
organized in connection with
the World Polio Day here, the
prime minister said, “I can as-
sure that we gonna have it.

We will realise this dream.
‘We will never step back, may
be an inch, may be a foot or
may be amile. This will always
be a forth-going journey.”

The event was organized
by the Pakistan Polio
Programme to pay homage to
theresilience and dedication of
frontline workers on World
Polio Day which is commemo-
rated on October 24 every

year,

Caretaker Federal Health
Minister Dr Nadeem Jan, Fed-
eral Health Secretary Iftikhar
Ali Shallwani, representatives
ofpolio partners Rotary, WHO
and UNICEF, and frontline
workers and their families at-
tended the ceremony.

Premier Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakarsaid by opposing the po-
lio vaccine, the anti-vaxxers,
intentionally or unintentionally,
were partnering with the
forces of darkness.

He emphasized the role of
faith leaders and the society to
make such people realise that
they were actually partnering
with the destroyer of the hu-
mans. This is unacceptable.
We will resist this,” he re-
solved.

He expressed his gratitude
to the global partners who con-
tinued to supporting Pakistan
in its endeavor of polio eradi-
cation.

Recognizing the sacrifices
of the polio workers and the

security personnel guarding
them, the prime minister said
theyhad paid the highest price
for the cause.

He said the frontline
health workers were the he-
roes of Pakistan, who were
working in challenging envi-
ronments, facing social barri-
ers and even threats to their
safety without ever losing their
dedication.

PM Kakar a.lso recogmzsd

honored as motivation would
be enhanced their perfor-
mance.

He called for changing the
narrative from“Pak Fights Po-
lio” to “Pakistan Winning Over
Polio.

” He expressed the hope
that the World Polio Day next
year would mark the complete
eradiation of polio from Paki-

stan.
. Federal Health Secretary

the services of three p

stables who were martyred
while on polio duty and to two
vaccinators who were injured.
He also presented apprecia-
tion shields to the former co-
ordinator of the Sindh EOC,
Fayyaz Abbasi and the family
of Huma Ashraf, who was se-
verely injured in a train acci-
dent while on polio duty in Sep-
tember.

The prime minister also
announced to personally visit
Huma as a gesture to
recognise her services in the
mission of polio-free Pakistan.

“Today is a day to remem-
ber how far we have come and
how crucial polio eradication
efforts remain. Pakistan can-
not be the reason to hold the
world back. We must move
forward to 2024 with the real-
ization that the weight of glo-
bal eradication lies on our
shoulders.

We must leave no room
for the virus to spread and
reach every child with the vac-
cine before the virus has a
chance to permanently change
their lives,” he remarked.

Caretaker Health Minister
Nadeem Jan, in his address,
paid homage to the polio work-
ers who were striving to ac-
complish the mission of polio-
free Pakistan while facing
many odds and hardships.

He emphasised that the
community health workers
should be acknowledged and

Iftikhar said the cam-
paign was started in 1994 and
continued across Pakistan with
dedication to date with support
from the aid agencies. Besides
the polio drive, other related
subjects including maternal and
neonatal healthcare were also
worked on, he added.

WHO Representative in
Pakistan Palitha Mahipala said
the Day was observed to com-
memorate the global journey.
He said the Polio eradication
was one of the major commit-
ments made by the WHO
which provided technical sup-
port to Pakistan. He said the
day was not far when Pakistan
would get rid of the crippling
disease within next few years
as the number of paralysis had
sharply declined.

Unicef Chief Polio Officer
Melissa Corkumsaid the credit
for the successes went to the
health workers who despite
challenges went door to door
in every campaign. She said
the Day was not only to com-
memorate the successes but
also to remember those who
sacrificed their lives during the
struggle.

Rotary’s District Governor
Mr Masrur J. Scheik high-
lighted his organization’s sup-
port for polio eradication
through funds, volunteering
during campaigns, social mo-
bilization of workers and, in-
stalling solar water filtration
plants.

Experts call for robust, financially indepen-
dent LGs to improve governance

KARACHI (INP): The ex-
perts have called for robust,
financially independent and in-
clusive local governments to
improve governance and ser-
vice delivery at the grassroots
level for a sustainable social
system ensuring a public
friendly systemto contribute to-
wards nation building.

They put forth the demand
during the consultative session
organized by the Centre for
Peace and Development Ini-
tiatives (CPDI) and Friedrich
Naumann Foundation for Free-

dom (FNF) Pakistan to discuss

[GAZA: A truck loaded with relief suﬂplles can be seen entering Gaza from the
[Rafah border in the southern city of K| St

an Yunis in the Gaza Strip.

of the Sindh
Local Government Act of
2013. Elected representatives,
civil society members, media
persons, academicians, local
government experts, govern-
mentofficials, and representa-
tives from local government
training institutes reflected on
the intricacies and challenges
surrounding local governments
in Pakistan, a news release
said. During an informative
session, CPDI Project Man-
ager Moazzam Ali Janjua pro-
vided an in-depth overview of
how to institutionalize the cli-
mate agenda within the local
governments. He highlighted
the role that can be played by
the local governments in cli-
mate change adaptation and
mitigation. He stressed for ad-

equate climate financing to lo-
cal governments to implement
and plans to face cli-

mate change challenges at the
local level and adoption of
Green Building Code of Paki-
stan, 2023 recently notified by
the Pakistan Engineering
Council. During the panel dis-
cussion, former Mayor Karachi
Arshad Wohra underscored
the pivotal role local bodies play
in the democratic framework.
He called for a precise defini-
tion of Article 141 in Pakistan’s
Constitution to ensure an ef-
fective distribution of powers.
‘Wohra emphasized the ur-
gency of addressing local gov-
emment election cases within
the Supreme Court, alongside
other pressing matters.

He argued that citizens
should not be required to ap-
proach the Chief Minister for
local community issues; in-
stead, local councilors should
be vested with the authority to
resolve such matters at the
grassroots level. Wohra further
stressed the importance of con-
ducting local government elec-
tions regularly and promptly.
He hlghllghled thata consmu-
tional isi

tional Council of Common In-
terests (CCI) with well-defined
rules, a consistent National Fi-
nance Commission (NFC)
Award underpinned by subor-
dinate legislation, and thedevo-
lution of political, financial, and
administrative authority to em-
power local governments.
These factors, he underscored,
are pivotal for the system’s
seamless operation. .

‘Ahmad Hussain, Director
P&D Department Sindh, said
that it is imperative to estab-
lish proper revenue generation
mechanisms at the Local Gov-
ernment level while maintain-
ing a high standard of trans-
parency. The utilization ofrev-
enues collected by LGs can be
significantly improved; how-
ever, the initial focus should be
on setting clear priorities. He
pointed out that sudden
changes imposed by authori-
ties, including alterations in de-
limitation, have created signifi-
cant obstacles, making the
planning process considerably
more complex. City Council-
lor Ad te S A Younas of

ableto empowerlooal govem—
ments, ultimately resolving
critical community issues within
the province. Khawaja, Direc-
tor of Revenue and HR at
Karachi Metropolitan Corpo-
ration, emphasized that politi-
cal inferference has hindered
the effectiveness of local gov-
ernments in Pakistan. He
stressed the need for a func-

Jamat-e-Islami and many other
clected representatives present
at the session strongly advo-
cated for the allocation of more
powers to effectively serve
their communities. They high-
lighted the importance of view-
ing political parties not just as
public representatives but as
proactive participants in local
government elections.




