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BHC Directs HEC to Hire 9,000 Teachers Amid SBK Test Concerns
Education Desk:

Protest erupts in Chaman against visa
policy at Pak-Afghan border

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:
CHAMAN: Protest erupted in Pakistan’s

bordering city Chaman against the via-policy
at the Pak-Afghan border on Thursday. Scores

ducing the visa and passport policy at the
Pak-Afghan border Chaman. They said the
policy has left thousands of people jobless

of people took to the streets and roads of the
bordering city to mount pressure on the gov-
ernment to change the passport policy at the
border.

Almost all political parties, traders com-
munity, daily wages workers and people be-
longing to various walks of life participated
in the protest. They were also chanting slo-
gans against the provincial and federal gov-
ernments for introducing the passport policy
at the border.

Political Leaders Criticize
The Govt

In their stormy speeches at the protest
meeting, the political leaders and traders lead-
ers lashed out at the government for intro-

in the area and this was an obstacle in the
way of smooth business activities on the
border.

Govt Declared Passport
Necessary For Movement

This protest came after the federal gov-
ernment declared visas and passports nec-
essary to ensure legal movement at the bor-
der. Security was tightened at the border on
the eve of the protest demonstration on
Thursday.

Senior government officials and the pro-
testers also held a series of negotiations to
find solutions of the border issues including
the passport issue.

QUETTA: The Balochistan High Court (BHC)
ordered appointments of teachers through the
Higher Education Commission (HEC) rather than
Sardar Bahadur Khan (SBK) Women’s University.

The Court expressed reservations about the
test and interview procedures adopted by the Sardar
Bahadur Khan Women’s University regarding the
recruitment of over 9,000 teachers across the prov-
ince.

Over 2,70,000 candidates were
in the run

Around 2,70,000 candidates appeared in the
test and interviews conducted by SBK to shortlist
over 9,000 teachers out of them earlier this year.

The BHC’s order casts a shadow over the cred-
ibility of the SBK and education department regard-

ing the appointment of teachers.
A division bench of the BHC headed by Mr.

Justice Kamran Malakhail passed this order on a
petition on Thursday.

The Bench thoroughly assessed the case and
heard the education officials and petitioners regard-
ing the credibility of the SBK.

Hearing Adjourned Till Novem-
ber 2nd

The Balochistan government had entrusted the
task of appointing over 9000 teachers in the prov-
ince.  The court adjourned the hearing of the case
till November 2nd.

The bench directed the HEC and education of-
ficials to appear before the court during the next
hearing.

Balochistan Education Minister,  Professor
Qadir Bakhsh Baloch appeared before the court and
pleaded that thousands of schools were not func-
tional because of the non-availability of teachers.

 He revealed that over 5,000 teachers one
teacher one school in Balochistan.

2 Afghan nation-
als arrested for

making fake
NICs and PORs

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: In a joint operation

conducted by police and intelligence
personnel, Quetta witnessed a signifi-
cant breakthrough in apprehending
two Afghan nationals involved in the
production of fraudulent identification
documents.

Accused Were
Making Fake IDs

During a meticulously planned
operation led by Superintendent Po-
lice Asif Khan of Sadr Quetta,the au-
thorities arrested the suspects re-
sponsible for creating fake POR cards,
and identity cards.

The operation resulted in the
confiscation of a substantial number
of bogus identification documents
that the accused had manufactured.

 These counterfeit documents
not only posed a serious security
threat but also raised concerns regard-
ing the authenticity of sensitive insti-
tution cards.

Investigations have revealed that
the arrested individuals were allegedly
catering to the demand for counter-
feit identity cards within the Afghan
community.

Their activities not only under-
mine the integrity of official documen-
tation but also raise questions about
national security.

Investigation Un-
derway

Local authorities are taking
swift action to further investigate
this case and ensure that those re-
sponsible are held accountable for
their actions.

The collaborative efforts of law
enforcement agencies and sensitive
institutions have played a pivotal
role in curbing such fraudulent ac-
tivities, contributing to the overall
safety and security of the country.

ECP dispels impression
of delay in polls after
president casts doubt

ISLAMABAD: After President
Arif Alvi stirred controversy by rais-
ing doubts on the timing of general
elections, the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Thursday said that
there was no possibility of a delay in
the polls — which are slated to be
held at the end of January.

President Alvi said he did not see
polls taking place in January. He re-
called that he made various “efforts”
in this regard, including letters to the
ECP and suggesting a cut-off date of
Nov 6.

According to the president, the
law ministry had told him that it was
not his prerogative. He stated that
free and fair elections and a level play-
ing field were crucial for Pakistan’s
progress. In a press release issued
today, the ECP said that Alvi’s com-
ments during the interview had given
the impression that polls may be
postponed. The electoral watchdog
said that it dispelled the impression
that there was a possibility of post-
poning the elections, adding that it
had made its position in this regard
clear. “The first phase of delimitation
has been completed and the second
phase of filing objections will be com-
pleted tomorrow,” it said. The ECP
said it would start hearing objections
regarding the preliminary delimitation
from October 30 and 31. It said that
the final list would be published on
November 30. NEWS DESK

Armed Forces Fought Menace of Terrorism in an Exemplary Manner: COAS
Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Army Staff,
General Syed Asim Munir on Thursday
said that the Armed Forces of Pakistan

youth stay aware and steadfast against
the hostile propaganda onslaught being
launched through soft offensive against

COAS also highlighted the
economic positivity generated by
multiple proactive steps, especially

and the intelligence setup fought the men-
ace of terrorism in an exemplary man-
ner.

While addressing the participants,
Asim Munir, NI(M), Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) said, “Armed Forces of Paki-
stan and its security and intelligence set-
ups have fought the menace of Terror-
ism in an exemplary manner despite sus-
tained and varied support of inimical
forces.

Success will be ours InshAllah with
the continued support of the people of Pa-
kistan”.

Intelligentsia Has A
Greater Responsibility

COAS emphasized that intelligentsia
and civil society has a greater responsi-
bility to ensure that our people, especially

the state institutions of Pakistan.
The forum was also apprised regard-

ing a host of measures being taken to
curb activities of the illegal spectrum in-
cluding smuggling, power theft, narcot-
ics prevalence, border control measures,
and repatriation of illegal foreigners from
Pakistan.

The safety and security of
each Pakistani is of para-

mount importance: COAS
On the subject of repatriation and

deportation of illegal foreigners, COAS
expressed

“Safety and security of each Paki-
stani is of paramount importance which
cannot be allowed to be compromised at
any cost.”

SIFC. COAS concluded, “The
Army is fully engaged in enabling
National and Provincial responses
in different domains in step with
other institutions of the state for the
collective good of the people of Pa-
kistan. We are a resilient nation that
has endured the tests of time on
its path to achieving peace and sta-
bility”.

National Security Workshop is
an annual event at the National
Defence University participated by
representatives from all segments
of society.

National Security Workshop –
25 is being attended by 98 partici-
pants including Parliamentarians,
Senior Civil and Armed Forces
Officers and Representatives of
the Civil Society.

Illegal Immigrants To Leave Pakistan
Before Nov 1st: Home Minister

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: In a significant devel-
opment, Pakistan has officially de-
clared a policy to deport foreign resi-

dents, which is set to commence on
November 1. Contrary to social media
rumors, the government has clarified
that Afghan refugees are not being
specifically targeted, emphasizing the
strong bonds of brotherhood between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Caretaker
Provincial Interior Minister, Zubair
Jamali, shared these insights during a
press conference at the Quetta Press
Club.

Deportation of All
Illegal Immigrants
Minister Jamali asserted that the

deportation policy is aimed at all ille-
gal foreign citizens residing in Paki-
stan.

The government is taking a pro-
active approach to collect data on such
individuals through the National Da-
tabase and Registration Authority

During the press conference,
Captain (R) Zubair Jamali, the Home
Minister of Balochistan, highlighted
the shared responsibility between the
government and the people.

He called upon citizens to sup-
port government institutions in facili-
tating the guidance and deportation
of foreign residents living within their
communities.

No Specific Commu-
nity Targeted

This announcement underscores
Pakistan’s commitment to upholding
its immigration laws and maintaining
security while ensuring that no spe-
cific community is unfairly targeted
in the process. The government aims
to create a more organized and lawful
environment for all residents in the
country.

(NADRA). Notably, this data collec-
tion process involves cooperation
with serving military officers.

UN warns it may have
to shortly halt opera-
tions in Gaza if fuel

doesn’t arrive
GAZA: Palestinian journalist

Younis Tirawi has said Palestinian
families in Ramallah have started
evacuating due to “brutal attacks” by
Israeli settlers.

“Six out of the 20 Palestinian fami-
lies have already started to evacuate,”
he said in a post on X.

Israel has no interest in war with
any other foe other than Hamas, and
its ground operation in Gaza will come
when conditions are right, Israeli De-
fence Minister Yoav Gallant has said.

“We are waging war on the
southern front against Hamas, pre-
pared for any development in the
north, Hezbollah is suffering many
losses. However, we have no interest
in expanding the war,” Gallant told re-
porters after he was asked about the
possibility of a confrontation with
Iran.

Asked about a ground invasion
of the Gaza Strip, Gallant said: “The
day it will come is not far off … the
manoeuvre will start when conditions
are right.”
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The Nawaz model
By Khurram Husain:

IT is one of the big mys-
teries of Pakistan’s poli-
tics. How has Nawaz
Sharif managed to en-
dure as a political force
at the top levels of
Pakistan’s politics for so
long? How many others
have survived two oust-
ers (one by the military,
second by the judiciary),
followed by two periods
of exile, only to return
and reclaim his mantle as
the contender for the
position of prime minis-
ter?

Times, of course,
have changed, and
Nawaz is set to find that
out for himself. Inflation,
massive urbanisation
and a growing youth
bulge in the electoral
rolls is changing the na-
ture of politics in critical
ways.

The share of votes
cast for the PML-N since
1998 has shown a near
consistent decline and it
remains a question mark
whether this trend can
reverse itself in the near
future. Besides the aging
leadership of the N
league, and their discon-
nect with the more
youthful voters, there
are structural challenges
they have to overcome
as the electoral demo-
graphic is shifting be-
neath their feet.

When meeting this
challenge, Nawaz is
likely to deploy a model
of managing the political
economy of the country
that is his signature style

of politics, and perhaps
is the main reason behind
his longevity. The model
itself is simple in its con-
struction. The real trick
is in its implementation.

Basically, the Nawaz
model requires the dis-
bursement of resources
through the electable
politicians, schemes run
by the provincial govern-
ment targeting specific
segments of the popu-
lace, and the develop-
ment budget of the fed-
eral government target-
ing mega projects for vis-
ibility and juicing growth
by high public expendi-
tures. Between these
three, the party bur-
nishes its presence in the
minds of the voters, and
creates a growth illusion
that appears to people
like the return of prosper-
ity. The model works well
in one sense, but fails
spectacularly in another.
It works to shore up the
party’s politics, but fails
in the economic sense.
With the alliances that
are built up during the
model’s execution, the
party in power is freed
from the traditional con-
straints that impinge on
its ability to bring about
change.

This is one reason
why the PML-N under
Nawaz has historically
been able to do more than
any other civilian party
to advance a reform
agenda including, for ex-
ample, liberalisation and
privatisation. It is also a
reason why it has man-

aged to mobilise private
sector energies behind
its economic programme
better than anyone else,
whether in the prepara-
tion of the public sector
banks for their eventual
sell-off in the late 1990s,
or in the joint ventures
that were the hallmark of
the CPEC years from
2013 onwards.

In a sense, the
Nawaz model is all that
the country has pro-
duced in the response to
the challenges of
globalisation since the
early 1990s. There is no
other package of poli-
cies or programme. And
this is where the prob-
lem lies. Because the
Nawaz model does not,
in fact, work. Not in the
economic sense any-
way. The critical flaw in
the model is that it is re-
source-intensive. The
model, when it is oper-
ated, consumes fiscal
and foreign exchange re-
sources faster than it can
generate them. For this
reason, every time the
country has been run
under the model, it has
seen a skyrocketing debt
burden pile up, because
the resource require-
ments of the model are
eventually met through
public borrowing.

This is also one rea-
son why implementation
of the model leads to
conflict between the rul-
ing party and the mili-
tary. The origins of
Nawaz’s fights with the
security establishment

always lay in a tussle
over control of the ma-
terial resources of the
state. This is  easy
enough to demonstrate
using some basic num-
bers. For now, it  is
enough to note that in
all three instances when
it has been implemented,
from the early 1990s, the
late 1990s and then again
the mid-2010s, the party
landed up in an all-or-
nothing fight with the
establishment. In all
three instances, it lost
the fight, but not the ini-
tiative.

Once the faces in
the establishment
changed, the party was
back as a contender for
power at the centre. And
with each return, it found
new avenues to arrange
the financing required to
operate the Nawaz
model, with the high
point of this story com-
ing in the CPEC years,
when external borrowing
skyrocketed to historic
levels to finance a do-
mestic consumption and
investment binge that
had not been seen in a
decade. Nawaz is back
once again. And once
again he is presenting
his model of growth as
the panacea to the
country’s moribund
economic situation. In
his Lahore address on
the day of his return, he
presented the ‘Asian ti-
ger’ as the alternative to
Imran Khan’s ‘Riasat-i-
Madina’, promising to
build a country that is

economically vibrant
and focused on solving
economic problems and
generating prosperity.
He presented his track
record from the past in
this light, and claimed
that he has done it be-
fore and will do it again.
But the Nawaz model
was never actually the
panacea it appeared to
be. It cannot meet its
own resource require-
ments. It delivers con-
sumption and calls it
prosperity. It drives the
economy with publicly
funded mega projects
that are not capable of
paying themselves off. It
drives up debt levels,
generates deficits faster
than any other more
meaningful metric such
as exports. It has killed
the country’s productiv-
ity base.

Politically it works,
but economically it is a
disaster. This should not
be taken to mean that
others have a better
model to  revitalise
growth in these mori-
bund years. It just means
that the Nawaz model is
the only game in town in
a globalised world, and
it simply does not work,
except to shore up the
political fortunes of the
Sharif family. Whether or
not Nawaz can afford
one more run of this
model to cement his re-
turn to politics will de-
pend crucially  on
whether he can find the
resources to pay for its
requirements.

No appetite left
By F.S. Aijazuddin:

Caste in iron
By Shahzad Sharjeel:

D E V E N D R A
Gangadharrao Fadnavis,
a BJP politician from
Maharashtra, knows
how to remain in the
news. I first came across
the family name ‘Phadnis’
in the 1990s and thought
it ‘strange-sounding’,
knowing full well that
words that sound normal
and may even be lyrical
to us could be jarring to
uninitiated ears. Many of
our family names are de-
rived from the trade our
forefathers plied.

The connection be-
tween surnames like
‘Darowala’, ‘Batliwala’,
‘Bandooqwala’, and their
family businesses was
easier to establish be-
cause these trades are
still practised. Busi-
nesses may have
changed hands, and the
names reflect only the
lineages. More difficult
to ascertain are the con-
nections between names
and professions that we
do not encounter in our
daily urban lives.

‘ M u j u m d a r ’ ,
‘Lambardar’  or
‘Numberdar’ , and
‘Zaildar’ are surnames
derived from the agricul-
ture revenue service with

colonial and pre-colonial
influences. Administra-
tive and judicial titles
such as ‘commissioner’
and ‘deputy commis-
sioner’ did not become
family names, because
either these posts were
restricted to British offic-
ers and Indians never
rose to such levels of the
Indian civil service till
late into colonial rule, or
these ranks did not have
any vernacular compo-
nent, ie, ‘dar’ meaning
‘carrying’ or ‘bearer of’
as in  ‘Numberdar’ .
Deputy Nazir Ahmed
can be cited as an excep-
tion. Another aspect
could be that the much-
derided British imperial-
ist was rarely in the gen-
erational loot-and-plun-
der game where the sub-
continent was con-
cerned; they would
come, pillage, rape, and
leave with the booty. The
positions they assumed
in the colony were not
hereditary, whereas the
lower-ranking adminis-
trative positions, once
acquired by the locals,
were passed down from
generation to genera-
tion, till they became a
title in  name only.
‘Phadnavis’, ‘Fudnavis’,

also abbreviated as
‘Phadnis’, is a corrupted
form of a revenue rank,
‘Fardnavees’. Land titles
are called ‘Fard’ after the
Persian word for indi-
vidual, and hence, the
revenue staff respon-
sible for entering and
maintaining these titles
in the records came to be
known as ‘Fardnavees’.
That these surnames are
found not just in North
India and the territories
that now constitute Pa-
kistan and Bangladesh,
but as widely in Tamil,
Telegu, and Kannada-
speaking south India is
a testament to the deep
reach of Persian cultural
influence, despite the
Mughals’ failure to ex-
tend their empire signifi-
cantly to the south. The
chief ministers in many
princely courts in south
India were called
‘Peshwa’. In the
subcontinent’s context,
how caste, with its ori-
gin in varna derived from
the Hindu scriptures,
transformed into ‘jati’ or
‘zat’, solidified into in-
flexible social classes
determining the profes-
sions people could prac-
tise, is a fascinating, al-
beit disturbing field of

study. Those who see
casteism as racism in In-
dia and among its vast
diaspora, claim that class
biases are carried to and
practised wherever mi-
grants go. In other
words, the Brahmin is
cast as the white su-
premacist, and the many
categories of minority
groups as the blacks,
who continue to suffer
the consequences of re-
pression and slavery
centuries after their
manumission. Those op-
posed to the juxtaposi-
tion of the critical race
theory to India and its
diaspora hold the colo-
nial masters and their
population censuses re-
sponsible for introduc-
ing caste as a marker of
class and supplanting
varna’s fluidity and the
social mobility it affords.
They cite empires and
princely states ruled by
the so-called lower
castes to challenge the
‘casteism equals rac-
ism’  theorists.
C h a -n -- - - d ra gu p t a
Mau-r---ya is their
fav-ourite. Reg-ardless
of the controversy of
whe-th--er he belon-ged
to the Shudra or
Kshatriya caste.

EVEN death is losing
its appetite. It cannot di-
gest any more casualties
in  Gaza. The United
States should take apart
the Holocaust Museum
in Washington, D.C. and
use its stones to erect a
monument to the lives
wantonly destroyed by
the US and Israel in the
name of Zionism.

Likewise, the UK
should dismantle the
stone cenotaph in
Whitehall which com-
memorates the dead of
the two World Wars and
subsequent armed con-
flicts. Since it was first
unveiled in 1920, each
occupant of 10 Downing
Street has ritually laid a
wreath there annually on
Remembrance Day. Its
doleful significance is
forgotten for the other
364 days. Britannia is
used to wars. Whitehall
has at one end Trafalgar
Square to mark the 1805
battle against Napoleon,
and at the other, the
Houses of Parliament,
which approves wars. In
between lie the sites of
Whitehall palace, where
Charles I was beheaded
in 1649 after he lost the
civil war, and British gov-

ernment offices, in
which fresh wars are fo-
mented. Its pavement
stones are grouted in the
blood of numerous gen-
erations. When Mao
Zedong said that there
is “turmoil under the
heavens”, he meant it as
a precursor to political
change. What new inter-
national order does the
US have in mind after it
has expended its mas-
sive arsenal in support
of Israel? For years, the
US controlled the UN as
it once did its predeces-
sor, the League of Na-
tions. For over a century,
it  has dominated the
globe like some intimi-
dating Colossus. The
inscription below that
statue read: “To you, O
Sun, the people of
Dorian Rhodes set up
this bronze statue reach-
ing to Olympus, when
they had pacified the
waves of war and
crowned their city with
the spoils taken from the
enemy. Not only over the
seas but also on land did
they kindle the lovely
torch of freedom and in-
dependence. For to the
descendants of Herakles
belongs dominion over
sea and land.”

Colossus’s statue stood
astride the entrance of
Rhodes’ harbour. It was
as tall as the Statue of
Liberty outside New York
harbour, and offered
equally selective free-
doms. At the moment, the
US is suffering the age-
ing pains of a geriatric
giant who is losing his
muscle tone. Its leader-
ship is in tatters. Its Sen-
ate is headless. The man
who became the 45th US
president is vying to be-
come its 47th president.
Donald Trump is 77 years
old, Joe Biden 80. Xi
Jinping and Vladimir
Putin have just entered
their seventies. Destiny
favours younger faces.

According to a re-
cent report in the
Huffington Post, some
officers in the US State
Department and other
organisations have pub-
licly questioned Biden’s
policy on Israel: “Several
staffers across multiple
agencies, most of whom
work on national security
issues, told  HuffPost
they and their colleagues
[not just Muslims but
also Christians and Jews
who are not Zionists]
worry about retaliation at
work for questioning

Israel’s conduct amid the
US-backed Israeli cam-
paign.” Another State
Department official
added: “There’s basi-
cally a mutiny brewing
within state at all levels.”
Two more told HuffPost
that US “diplomats are
preparing what’s called
a ‘dissent cable’, a docu-
ment criticising Ameri-
can policy that goes to
the agency’s leaders
through a protected in-
ternal channel”. This in-
cipient ‘mutiny’ has not
yet matured into the full-
bodied rebellion that ex-
ploded in April 1971, in
the form of the now fa-
mous Blood telegram.
Consul general Archer
Blood and 20 members
of his consulate, USAID
and USIS offices in
Dacca sent a telegram to
their superiors in Wash-
ington, conveying their
strong dissent with
Nixon’s policy support-
ing Yahya Khan’s ac-
tions. It accused the US
government of failing “to
denounce the suppres-
sion of democracy [,] fail-
ing to denounce atroci-
ties, [and] of bending
over backwards to pla-
cate the West Pak domi-
nated government”.

Shelterless schools in Balochistan
and CM Ali Mardan Domki

 Editorial :
Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan Domki announcement about the
construction of buildings for shelterless schools appears to be a positive
stride. As per the statistics of the education department, the number of shelter-
less schools across the province is more than 2,000. However, independent
sources put the number much higher than what is being quoted by the depart-
ment. The CM needs to translate his words into action in terms of the con-
struction of buildings and boundary walls for the government-run schools.
Although, the construction of buildings has not been reflected in the public
sector development program (PSDP) for the current financial year. However,
the government can evolve a strategy and mechanism to include all shelterless
schools in the forthcoming budget.

UNICEF, EU should go beyond inaugural sessions
Mr. Ali Mardan Domki made this announcement while addressing the

inaugural ceremony of the Balochistan Education Support Program (BESP).
Representatives of the European Union and UNICEF were also in attendance.
As far as UNICEF and EU are concerned, they have to go beyond inaugural
sessions and take steps for the promotion of the education sector.

Yes, first it is the responsibility of the government of Balochistan to make
sure provision of education to every kid entitled under article 25-A of the
Constitution. But UNICEF and EU should not be confined to a private hotel or
their heavily-guarded offices. It has almost become a tradition that once in a
year these organizations hold such seminars.

8,188 schools have no toilet facility
According to the statistics of the education department, 8,188 schools

have no toilet facility. This is a matter of serious concern. The number of
government-run primaries, middle and high schools across Balochistan is more
than 15,000. Statistics show that 11,775 schools have no facility for drinking
water and nearly 8,000 schools have no boundary walls. It is good to see
representatives from the UNICEF and EU discussing education in Quetta. But
still, a lot needs to be done.

Their attractive signboards and banners should match their performance
on the ground. As far as the government is concerned, it must announce an
emergency to make sure the enrollment of more than 1 million children in
schools and improve the state of facilities in schools.

Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees Face De-
forestation Threat

Summan Ismail:

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest, nestled in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
territory, stands as a
testament to nature’s
splendor and history’s
embrace. This ancient
forest is renowned for
its towering, thousand-
year-old Juniper trees,
which rank among the
world’s oldest and tall-
est.

This article ex-
plores the profound
significance of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
its historical roots, eco-
logical importance,
and the pressing need
for conservation ef-
forts.
A Glimpse into

History
The story of the

Ziarat Juniper Forest is
a journey through
time. Once inhabited
by nomadic tribes,
these Juniper trees
served as versatile re-
sources.

They provided

fuel, construction ma-
terials, and medicinal
remedies, ingraining
themselves in the local
culture. Over genera-
tions, the forest be-
came a cherished as-
set, safeguarded by
tribal elders.
A Global Ecological

Gem
In recent years,

the Ziarat Juniper For-
est has garnered inter-
national recognition for
its unique and vital eco-
system.

It is an integral
part of the region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species.
Furthermore, the Juni-
per trees themselves
offer a rich source of
genetic information,
fueling discoveries in
ecology and herbal sci-
ence.

The Dark Side of
Progress

While the past de-
cade has brought com-
fort and progress to the
region, it has come at

a steep price.
One industry that

has thrived at the ex-
pense of the forest is
the furniture sector,
leading to extensive
deforestation. These
ancient woodlands,
found mostly at alti-
tudes above 2000
meters, are under se-
vere threat.

The Ziarat region,
home to approxi-
mately 5000-year-old
Juniperus species,
faces rampant defor-
estation due to domes-
tic fuel consumption,
agricultural expansion,
construction, medicinal
use, and furniture pro-
duction.

Alarming Trends: A
Deforestation Study

A recent report
titled “Observing Car-
bon Stock and Land-
Use Change in 5000-
Year-Old Juniper
Woods Stand of
Ziarat, Balochistan,
through a Synergistic
Methodology” con-
ducted a comprehen-

sive analysis of the
forest.

The study re-
vealed a substantial
reduction in the
Juniperus tree popula-
tion from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hect-
ares between 1988
and 2018, alongside a
decline in agricultural
land in the same pe-
riod. This academic
publication also noted
a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
primarily due to defor-
estation.
Protecting Wild-
life and Promot-
ing Sustainable

Tourism
Conservation ef-

forts are underway to
protect the diverse
wildlife within the
Ziarat Juniper Forest.
Endangered species
such as the Asiatic
Mountain Bear, Snow
Leopard, and Markhor
call this forest home,
and preserving their
habitat is paramount.
Simultaneously, initia-

tives aim to promote
sustainable tourism, al-
lowing visitors from
around the world to
appreciate the forest’s
natural beauty and
ecological signifi-
cance.
The Call to Action

The allure of the
valuable Juniper wood
has led to its exploita-
tion, with reports even
implicating authorities
in the illegal trade. To
secure the future of
this ancient forest, im-
mediate action is es-
sential. It is imperative
that we collectively
embrace sustainable
practices, raise
awareness, and curb
deforestation.

Only by doing so
can we ensure the
preservation of this
unique species and its
vital role in our natural
world.

Together, we
must act responsibly to
safeguard the Ziarat
Juniper Forest for gen-
erations to come.

Bolan: A Tremendous Valley
By Sitara Aiman:

The rugged mountains
of Bolan pass serve to
link South Asia with Af-
ghanistan and the Cen-
tral Asian States. Com-
monly known as Bolan
and officially Kachhi is
located in the center of
Balochistan. East of
Sarawan and Jhalawan
the terrain drops almost
to zero height, there lies
the piedmont plain of
Kachhi, and the total
northern part is attached
to Sibi, one of the hot-
test regions of Pakistan.
Kacchi is about 8,036
km², sloping from an el-
evation of about 150m at
Sibi in the north to 50m
at Jacobabad in the
south. Its population is
about 237,030 (2017).

The Deputy
Commissioner’s office
started functioning on 17
May 1992, Bolan be-
came one of the four dis-
tricts of Naseerabad Di-
vision.
Land Communication

The National High-
way connecting
Jacobabad with Quetta
is passing from Bolan
District for a length of
110 KMs. Similarly, rail-
way lines for a length of
110 KMs also passing
from hilly areas of tehsil
Mach district Kachhi.
Besides the link road
connecting tehsil head-
quarters with district
headquarter is also con-
structed out of which
Bakh tiarabad, Bhag,
Chandar, Dingra, haji
Shahar, Dhadar,
Mashkaf Dhadar, Sanni,

Bibi Nani, Kirta are popu-
lar ones.

History
It is submitted that

the old name of the Dis-
trict is Kachhi. This area
has a great history be-
cause it is home to the
archeological site of
Mehrgarh. One of the
most important Neolithic
sites in archaeology lies
on what is now the
Kachhi Plain of today’s
Balochistan, Pakistan.
This part of the world
was one of the earliest
regions with evidence of
farming and herding
found.

Natural Resources
The province of

Balochistan has been
blessed with many natu-
ral resources, in addition
to natural gas, there are
many minerals other than
fuel, metal, or gemstones
that have their commer-
cial values. But the
Kachhi or Bolan District
has many minerals or
natural resources as the
other parts of
Baluchistan have, the
natural resources in this
very district include
Crude oil, Coal, and Cal-
cite.

Bolan Pass
Bolan Pass is a high

mountain pass at an el-
evation of 1.793m
(5,884ft) above sea level
located in Balochistan
province in western Pa-
kistan. The pass has
been used as a gateway
to and from South Asia.
Located within the Toba
Kakar Range of
Balochistan province,

the pass sits 120 kilome-
ters far from the Afghani-
stan border. At a distance
of 120 km from the bor-
der of Afghanistan,
Bolan Pass connects the
Jacobabad and Sibi to
Quetta city. This pass
has a significant histori-
cal background being a
mountain pass, which
connects Central Asia
and South Asia.

River System
The Kachhi district

got a canal from the
Indus River in the 1930s
and since then the
southern part has be-
come the most produc-
tive agricultural part of
Balochistan. Cultivation
in Bolan District depends
on harnessing the July
and August floods re-
sults from the monsoon
on the hilly areas, be-
cause there is less than
100mm of rain on the
plain. The two rivers here
are Bolan and Nari. The
people and farmers there
construct huge docks or
banks across the dry ri-
verbed to pave the way
for the diverted flooded
waters.

As the fields get
watered, they break small
dams and let the water
run forward in steps,
these floods also help in
growing crops in Bolan.
This is  one of a few
sources of living and
earnings for the people
living in Bolan District.

All crops of Kharif
and Rabi are grown in the
district. Rainwater is also
a major source of irriga-
tion.
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT
BALOCHISTAN AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA
SUIT NO. 61/2023

Askari Bank Limited,
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta. Plaintiff

Versus
Muhammad Raheel Khan Son of Muhammad Sohail
P.A No. 4431133, Rank Crafts Man,
Parent Unit 95 EME BN, Quetta Cantt.
Cell # 0307 3870689/0300 0900056.
CNIC # 41303-9639451-1 Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 252968/43 ALONG-WITH
COST OF FUND  U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

(RECOVERY OF FINANCES)  ORDINANCE 2001

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.
WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5)
of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 252968/43bal-
ance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be
obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the
court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and defend
the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered for you.
In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration
of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.
Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the
suit. Date of hearing is 28-11-2023.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 26th day of October, 2023.

           (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
  REGISTRAR

 Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT
BALOCHISTAN AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA
SUIT NO. 62/2023

Askari Bank Limited,
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta. Plaintiff

Versus
Abaseen Khan Son of Muhammad Ibrahim
Killi Umar Khan Air Port Road Quetta.
Cell # 0332 7167203/0333 8341406.
CNIC # 54400-9595208-1 Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 123531/01 ALONG-WITH
COST OF FUND  U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

(RECOVERY OF FINANCES)  ORDINANCE 2001

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.
WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5)
of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 123531/01bal-
ance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be
obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the
court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and defend
the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered for you.
In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration
of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.
Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the
suit. Date of hearing is 28-11-2023.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 26th day of October, 2023.

           (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
  REGISTRAR

 Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT
BALOCHISTAN AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA
SUIT NO. 63/2023

Askari Bank Limited,
Satellite Town Branch Quetta. Plaintiff

Versus
Muhammad Faisal Shahbaz S/o Muhammad Javed
Banker at Alfalah Bank, Police, Line Millennium Mall Quetta.
(i) R/o House No. 19 Anwar Colony Khojak Road Quetta &
(ii) House No. 20 New Blocks Phase 1 Governor House Lahore &
(iii) House No. 2 Abdullah Street Saeed Park Shadrah Lahore.
Cell # 0332 4093081.
CNIC # 35202-2484217-1 Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS:396152/31  ALONG-WITH
COST OF FUND  U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

(RECOVERY OF FINANCES)  ORDINANCE 2001

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.
WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5)
of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 396152/31 bal-
ance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be
obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the
court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and defend
the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered for you.
In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration
of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.
Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the
suit. Date of hearing is 28-11-2023.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 26th day of October, 2023.

           (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
  REGISTRAR

 Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

Pakistan hopes UNGA special session to help
bring about ceasefire in Gaza

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has hoped that
the upcoming special
emergency session of
the UN General Assem-
bly will play its role in
bringing about an ur-
gent and unconditional
ceasefire in Gaza and
condemn the plans for
ethnic cleansing of the
Palestinian people.

At her weekly
news briefing in
Islamabad today, For-
eign Office Spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch regretted that
despite rising death toll
of Palestinians and fla-
grant violations of in-
ternational humanitar-
ian laws, the UN Secu-
rity Council failed to
even call for a ceasefire
and put an end to the
carnage in Gaza.

R e i t e r a t i n g
Pakistan's full and un-
equivocal support for
the Palestinian brothers

and sisters, the spokes-
person urged the back-
ers of Israel to play their
role in bringing an end
to the atrocities against
Palestinians and take
effective steps to lift the
siege of Gaza.

Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch said the interna-
tional community must
also ensure that Israeli
violence and bombing
campaign does not
spread and engulf the
entire Middle East.

The spokesperson
said Pakistan believes
that durable peace in
the Middle East will
emerge from a two
state solution and the
creation of a secure,
viable and contiguous
state of Palestine on the
basis of pre-1967 bor-
ders with Al-Quds Al
Sharif as its capital.

When asked about
the imposition of sanc-
tions by the US on three

Chinese companies for
providing missile re-
lated items to Pakistan,
the spokesperson said
that in the past also we
have seen entities added
to the entity list on sus-
picion. She said we do
not see any new thing
in the latest order. She,
however, said that such
designations contradict
the US policy of export
control waivers grant-
ing access to India to
advance military tech-
nologies which is un-
dermining the strategic
stability in South Asia.

To a question, the
spokesperson said Pa-
kistan has always
called for peace and
dialogue including on
the disputed territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

She said the cur-
rent situation demands
that New Delhi ensures
that the people of Indian
illegally Jammu and

Kashmir are able to live
in peace without intimi-
dation.

She said the people
of IIOJK will never ac-
cept and have never
accepted the illegally
occupation of their
land.

She said Pakistan
will continue to extend
political, moral and dip-
lomatic support to
Kashmiri people until
the realization of their
inherent right to self-
determination as per the
UN Security Council
resolutions.  When
asked about the repa-
triation of illegal foreign
nationals, she said this
decision has been taken
as per our national laws
to ensure the safety and
security of Pakistan.
She said we have also
informed the Afghan
authorities that this
policy is not Afghan
specific.

Israel bombs Gaza, prepares ground invasion
amid Russia warning

GAZA (INP):  Israel
bombarded the Gaza
Strip as it prepared for
a ground invasion it
says is aimed at annihi-
lating Hamas as Russia
warned the conflict
could spread beyond
the Middle East.

In besieged Gaza
humanitarian supplies
were critically low, as
world powers failed to
agree on a lull to the
fighting to deliver aid,
and residents buried the
dead in mass graves as
the civilain toll
mounted. U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden, in re-
marks looking beyond
the war,  said on
Wednesday that the fu-
ture should include Is-
raeli and Palestinian
states side by side.

 “Israelis and Pal-
estinians equally de-
serve to live side by side
in safety, dignity and in
peace,” Biden said at a
joint press conference
in Washington with vis-

iting Australian Prime
Minister Anthony
Albanese.  Russian
President Vladimir
Putin warned the con-
flict could spread be-
yond the Middle East
and said it was wrong
that innocent women,
children and old people
in Gaza were being
punished for other
people’s crimes.

“Our task today,
our main task, is to stop
the bloodshed and vio-
lence,” said Putin in a
meeting with Russian
religious leaders of dif-
ferent faiths, according
to a Kremlin transcript.
“Otherwise, further es-
calation of the crisis is
fraught with grave and
extremely dangerous
and destructive conse-
quences. And not only
for the Middle East re-
gion. It could spill over
far beyond the borders
of the Middle East.”

Reflecting con-
cerns the Gaza war
may spread, the Wall
Street Journal reported
that Israel had agreed
to delay invading Gaza
until U.S. air defence
systems can be placed
in the region, as early
as this week, to protect
American forces.

Asked about the
report, U.S. officials
told Reuters that Wash-
ington has raised its
concerns with Israel
that Iran and Iranian-
backed Islamist groups
could escalate the con-
flict by attacking U.S.
troops in the Middle
East. An Israeli incur-
sion into Gaza could be
a trigger for Iranian
proxies,  they said.
Gaza’s war has already
sparked conflict be-
yond the Palestinian ter-
ritories.  Israeli war-
planes struck Syrian
army infrastructure on

Wednesday in response
to rockets fired from
Syria, an ally of Iran.
Israel has also targeted
Syria’s Aleppo airport
and Iranian-backed
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Iran, Israel’s arch-
enemy, has sought re-
gional ascendancy for
decades and backs
armed groups in Syria,
Lebanon and elsewhere
as well as Hamas.

It has warned Is-
rael to stop its on-
slaught on Gaza. At the
United Nations, Russia
and China vetoed a
U.S.-drafted Security
Council resolution call-
ing for pauses in hos-
tilities to allow food,
water and medicine to
be delivered to Palestin-
ian civilians. The United
Arab Emirates also
voted no,  while 10
members voted in
favour and two ab-
stained.

MoU signed to establish EV
charging stations in Pakistan
BEIJING (INP): Chinese,
Pakistani firms signed
here an MoU to estab-
lish EV charging stations
across the country.

Chairman of Senate
of Pakistan, Muhammad
Sadiq Sanjrani, along
with a Pakistani delega-
tion, witnessed the sign-
ing ceremony between
TGOOD, a leading Chi-
nese company, and the
REC Group of Pakistan.

This aimed at pro-
moting environmentally
friendly electric vehicles
(EVs) in Pakistan, China
Economic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Thursday.

Chairman Sanjrani
said on the occasion that
this collaboration has
resulted in a strategic
partnership aligned with
the sustainable green
development initiatives
set forth by China dur-
ing the 3rd Belt and
Road Forum.  The part-
nership covers areas
such as hydrogen ve-
hicle technology, hydro-
gen filling station infra-
structure, EV production,
battery production and
recycling solutions, and
EV charging infrastruc-
ture development.

Transport is a major
contributor to pollution
in Pakistan, making a
transition to alternative
fuels imperative.

However, Pakistan
has faced a challenging
dilemma, with a lack of
charging stations re-
stricting the adoption of
alternative fuel vehicles,
while limited investment
in such infrastructure is
primarily due to the scar-
city of such vehicles.

The joint venture
with REC Group in Paki-
stan signifies a signifi-
cant step forward.
TGOOD's commitment to
expanding in Pakistan,
facilitated by integrators
within REC Group, is un-
derpinned by a compre-
hensive Strategic Part-
nership Framework
Agreement, encompass-
ing full technology
transfer.  In addition to
EVs, TGOOD will also
spearhead the develop-
ment of hydrogen fuel-
ing infrastructure in Pa-
kistan. The joint venture
is poised to explore re-
gional export opportuni-
ties for the products
manufactured in Paki-
stan.

China-Pakistan JV to commence
local EV production next month

ISLAMABD (INP): A
joint venture between
two Chinese companies
and one Pakistani com-
pany is set to com-
mence local production
of electric bikes and
three-wheelers next
month. 

The vehicles will
be launched at the up-
coming Karachi Expo. 

This was stated by
Jim Li, country sales
manager at Dongjin
Battery Pakistan, in an
interview with Gwadar
Pro.

Dongjin provides
batteries, while Benling
Group of China offers
technical support and
the Crown Group of
Pakistan has an estab-
lished network of deal-
ers.  These three com-
panies will collaborate

to establish Pakistan's
leading electric vehicle
brand, providing better
support for green mo-
bility in the country,
Jim Li added.

Dongjin Battery's
production facility was
founded in 2020 at Port
Qasim, Karachi. 

"We have so far
invested $4 million and
created 250 direct and
1,000 indirect jobs in
Pakistan," he said. "Our
products are UPS bat-
teries, e-bike batteries,
and motorcycle batter-
ies.  We have made
technological innova-
tions, such as adjusting
the battery formula and
electrolyte concentra-
tion according to local
climate conditions. 

These innovations
have resulted in our

products outperform-
ing those imported from
abroad," Jim Li stated. 

"We also have plans
to export batteries from
Pakistan, and set up our
factory in Karachi," he
said. 

Furthermore, "We
have already begun
preparations for estab-
lishing our raw material
and casing factories in
Pakistan to develop a
comprehensive lead-
acid battery production
system. Our raw ma-
terial factory will com-
mence production in
the latter half of next
year, which will help
reduce production
costs and provide
Pakistan's market with
high-quality yet cost-
effective products,"
Jim Li added.

Illegal immigrants asked to
voluntarily return to their

homelands till October 31st
KARACHI (INP): Care-
taker Sindh Home Min-
ister Brigadier (Rtd.)
Haris Nawaz on Thurs-
day warned the illegal
immigrants to ensure
their return to their re-
spective countries by
October 31st, after which
the government would
arrest and send them to
their respective coun-
tries.

Addressing a news
conference at the Karachi
Press Club, he said all
the provincial govern-
ments, following the in-
structions of the federal
government, were taking
action against illegal im-
migrants. The minister
said illegal foreigners
who were voluntarily re-
turning to their countries
were also being given all
facilities.

He said all arrange-
ments have been made to
send the illegal aliens

back to their homelands
in a good manner but af-
ter October 31st, no ille-
gal alien will be allowed
to stay in the country
and their return will be
ensured.

Haris Nawaz warned
that action will also be
taken against those who
give shelter to illegal for-
eigners, in this regard
full support was being
obtained from NADRA
and other relevant insti-
tutions. He explained
that all illegal aliens will
be dealt with indiscrimi-
nately and effectively, re-
gardless of the country
they belong to, they will
be sent back to their
country. The home min-
ister said the government
had also decided to take
strict action against the
makers of fake identity
cards and fake docu-
ments of illegal foreign-
ers.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi chairing the 6th Senate Meeting of the Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Medical University,, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Donald Blome, Ambassador of the United States of America to
Pakistan called on Caretaker Federal Minister for National Health Services, Regu-
lations and Coordination, Dr. Nadeem Jan.
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Govt. taking measures to facili-
tates  IT industry: Minister

ISLAMABAD (INP): Caretaker
Federal Minister for IT & Tele-
communication Dr. Umar Saif
Thursday said that the govern-
ment was taking various steps to
provide all possible facilities to the
Information Technology  and
Telecom industry.

“No doubt about the poten-
tial in Pakistan’s IT sector, the in-
dustry is playing a significant role
in the stability of the country’s
economy, the government is tak-
ing steps to provide all possible
facilities to the IT industry”  he
said, while addressing the Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
signing ceremony for strategic
partnership between HBL and
Pakistan Software Houses Asso-
ciation (P@SHA)

The minister said there was a
need to be Brand Pakistan and
marketed globally in the desired
manner.

Dr. Umar Saif further said, “I
am delighted to be part of the
event and hope that this collabo-
ration will play a vital role and fos-
tering the growth and develop-
ment of the IT sector domestically
and internationally.”

Mentioning the role of the
Special Investment Facilitation

Council (SIFC), he said that all re-
quired facilities were being pro-
vided to boost the IT & Telecom
sector.

Dr. Saif high ligh ted the
SIFC’s recent decision that IT
companies could now retain 50%
of their revenue in US dollar ac-
counts. These companies will also
be provided with corporate debit
cards by the banks, which can be
freely used to make international
payments. This step, he said, had
been taken on the recommenda-
tion of the IT industry (P@SHA)
and aimed to encourage the In-
formation Technology (IT) and
IT-enabled Services (ITeS) to
boost export earnings and bring
additional foreign exchange into
the country. As per the MoU,
HBL, Pakistan’s Best Bank, has
entered a multi-year partnership
with the Pakistan Software Houses
Association (P@SHA), the
country’s only IT industry asso-
ciation, to support them in launch-
ing a series of impactful engage-
ments locally and globally.

Through this collaboration,
HBL aims to support P@SHA in
positioning Pakistan as a grow-
ing tech destination in the global
market.

Lahore clinches Inter
Division National Bas-

ketball C’ship Title
ISLAMABAD (INP):  Lahore
division clinches Inter Division
National Basketball Champion-
ship title by defeating Islamabad
with 100-59 points here at Paki-
stan Sports Complex Islamabad.

 Eight top divisions Karachi,
Faisalabad , Peshawar, Hazara,
Gujranwala, Rawalpindi, Lahore
and Islamabad were participated
in the five days championship
which organized by the Federal
Basketball Association.  Military
Attaché of Embassy of Russia in
Pakistan Col Surgey A Tyurin was
the chief guest of closing cer-
emony while Joint Secretary Min-
istry of IPC Fayyaz ul
Haq, President Pakistan Basket-
ball Federation (PBBF) Brig. (r)
Iftikhar Mansoor, PBBF Secretary
General Khalid Bashir, Federal
Basketball Association (FBBA)
President Ejaz Butt, FBBA Secre-
tary General Ouj E Zahoor, Deputy
Director General Pakistan Sports
Board Saeed Akhtar and other
dignities were also attending clos-
ing ceremony.   In the decisive fi-
nal Lahore dominate throughout
the match and never allowed their
opponent to fight back for cham-
pionship trophy. Lahore took lead
of 20 points till the half time of
decisive final by 52-32 points.

IHC restores Nawaz Sharif’s pleas in
Al-Azizia, Avenfield references

Pakistan hopes that UNGA special session to
help bring about ceasefire in Gaza

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Thursday restored Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif’s pleas
against accountability courts’
conviction verdicts in the
Avenfield and Al-Azizia cases.

Nawaz, who has been in self-
imposed exile since 2019, left for
London in the middle of his
seven-year jail term on medical
grounds. The elder Sharif returned
to Pakistan on October 21.

IHC Chief Justice Justice
Aamer Farooq and Justice Gul
Hassan Aurangzeb announced
the verdict on Nawaz Sharif’s
pleas against his conviction in Al-
Azizia and Avenfield cases.

The former prime minister
reached the Islamabad High Court

in strict security. PML-N Presi-
dent Shehbaz Sharif, Khawaja
Asif, Ishaq Dar, Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Parvez Rasheed, Marriyum
Aurangzeb and others are accom-
panying the former prime minister
in the courtroom.

In his arguments before the
IHC, the NAB Prosecutor said
appeals were filed against the ver-
dict of the accountability court in
the Avenfield and Al-Azizia cases.

The pleas once filed cannot
be withdrawn and a decision on
them has to be made on merit, the
NAB prosecutor said.

“As per law the appeals have
to be decided on merit,” the NAB
prosecutor said and added the
graft-buster body has no objec-
tion if the appeals are accepted.

After being asked by the

court NAB prosecutor said he
would give arguments on pleas if
they are restored. Advocate
Amjad Parvez in his arguments
before the IHC two-member bench
said the court in its verdict of ac-
quitting Maryam Nawaz from the
Avenfield case, remarked that
NAB failed to establish any link
of Avenfield with Nawaz Sharif.

The IHC after hearing argu-
ments from both sides has re-
served a verdict on the pleas of
the former prime minister.

The former three-time prime
minister is currently on protective
bail in Avenfield and Al-Azizia
cases.

Nawaz Sharif was convicted
by accountability courts in
Avenfield and Al-Azizia refer-
ences.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
has hoped that the upcoming
special emergency session of the
UN General Assembly will play its
role in bringing about an urgent
and unconditional ceasefire in
Gaza and condemn the plans for
ethnic cleansing of the Palestin-
ian people.

At her weekly news briefing
in Islamabad today, Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch regretted that despite ris-
ing death toll of Palestinians and
flagrant violations of international
humanitarian laws, the UN Secu-
rity Council failed to even call for
a ceasefire and put an end to the
carnage in Gaza.

Reiterating Pakistan's full and
unequivocal support for the Pal-
estinian brothers and sisters, the
spokesperson urged the backers
of Israel to play their role in bring-
ing an end to the atrocities against
Palestinians and take effective

steps to lift the siege of Gaza.
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said

the international community must
also ensure that Israeli violence
and bombing campaign does not
spread and engulf the entire
middle East.

The spokesperson said Paki-
stan believes that durable peace
in the Middle East will emerge
from a two state solution and the
creation of a secure, viable and
contiguous state of Palestine on
the basis of pre-1967 borders with
Al-Quds Al Sharif as its capital.

When asked about the impo-
sition of sanctions by the US on
three Chinese companies for pro-
viding missile related items to Pa-
kistan, the spokesperson said that
in the past also we have seen en-
tities added to the entity list on
suspicion.

She said we do not see any
new thing in the latest order. She,
however, said that such designa-

tions contradict the US policy of
export control waivers granting
access to India to advance mili-
tary technologies which is under-
mining the strategic stability in
South Asia.

To a question, the spokesper-
son said Pakistan has always
called for peace and dialogue in-
cluding on the disputed territory
of Jammu and Kashmir.

She said the current situation
demands that New Delhi ensures
that the people of Indian illegally
Jammu and Kashmir are able to
live in peace without intimidation.

She said the people of IIOJK
will never accept and have never
accepted the illegally occupation
of their land. She said Pakistan will
continue to extend political, moral
and diplomatic support to
Kashmiri people until the realiza-
tion of their inherent right to self-
determination as per the UN Se-
curity Council resolutions.

Indonesia to start direct flights with
Pakistan for trade promotion

ISLAMABAD (INP):. Adam M.
Tugio, Ambassador of Indonesia
said that his country is to start
direct flights with Pakistan in near
future that would help boost
people to people contacts and bi-
lateral trade ties between the two
countries.

He said that Indonesia is keen
to further strengthen trade and
economic ties with Pakistan and
launch of direct lights would be
helpful in achieving this goal. He
said that an Indonesian Corner
would be inaugurated soon in the
National Book Foundation of Pa-
kistan that would create better
awareness about Indonesia in
Pakistan and improve bilateral ties
between the two countries.

Adam M. Tugio said that Pa-
kistan and Indonesia have good
potential to explore untapped po-
tential of cooperation in Halal
herbal medicines. He said that
Pakistani pharmaceutical prod-
ucts are quite affordable and can
penetrate the Indonesian market.

He said that Indonesia would
organize a Pakistan-ASEAN spe-

cific expo in Jakarta next year and
the Pakistani business commu-
nity should participate in it. He
lauded the ICCI for sending its
delegation to attend a trade expo
in Indonesia and stressed that
ICCI should send its regular del-
egations to Indonesia to explore
all untapped areas of business
collaboration between the private
sectors of two countries.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, Presi-
dent, Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry said that In-
donesia and the ASEAN region
offer a lot of potential to Pakistan
and stressed that Pakistan should
focus on these countries for trade
and exports.

He said that ICCI would en-
courage more trade delegations to
Indonesia to explore new busi-
ness opportunities with it. He said
that Indonesian investors should
also be encouraged to invest in
Pakistan’s tourism infrastructure
and other sectors. He said that
Pakistan, Indonesia and Nigeria
are big markets of Muslim world

and they should sign an FTA to
strengthen their trade ties that
would bring prosperity to their
nations.  He reaffirmed ICCI’s
commitment to strengthen liaison
with the Indonesian Embassy to
improve business linkages be-
tween the private sectors of both
countries.

Faad Waheed, Senior Vice
President ICCI lauded the efforts
of H.E. Adam M. Tugio for improv-
ing trade ties between Indonesia
and Pakistan and hoped that his
successor would take forward
these efforts to bring both coun-
tries even closer. He highlighted
Pakistan’s prospective industries
for cooperation with Indonesia in-
cluding IT, tourism, pharmaceuti-
cals, textiles, cooking oil and oth-
ers.

Engr. Azhar ul Islam Zafar,
Vice President ICCI briefed the
Indonesian Ambassador about
the successful recent visit of ICCI
delegation to Indonesia and
thanked them for the great hospi-
tality extended by the Indonesian
authorities.

President asks medical universities to increase
graduate numbers

ISLAMABAD (INP): President
Dr Arif Alvi on Thursday asked
the medical universities to in-
crease graduate numbers to fulfill
the requirement of a large number
of doctors and nurses in the coun-
try. “To enhance accessibility to
healthcare facilities for the gen-
eral public, there is a need to in-
crease the number of trained indi-
viduals in health sector”, the presi-
dent said while presiding over the
6th session of the Senate of
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
Medical University, Islamabad.

He also stressed for taking
special measures to maintain the
services of female doctors in the
field of health adding that creat-
ing a friendly and harassment-free
environment for women at their
workplaces was very important.

The president also advised
that the universities should en-
hance their performance in re-
search fields besides hiring the
services of the experts to obtain-
ing research grants from abroad.

The session of the
university’s senate was attended
by Senator Samina Mumtaz, Vice-
Chancellor Professor Tanveer
Khalique of Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Medical University and
other members of Senate.

During the session, a brief-
ing was given on the university’s
performance and future develop-
ment projects. It was highlighted
in the meeting that Shaheed
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Medical Uni-
versity had increased number of
admissions in various fields, in-
cluding nursing.

The briefing also highlighted
that the university has trained 429
specialists in various fields within
a short period.

The university has secured
significant international research
grants in various fields. It has also
shown remarkable performance in
medical research. The meeting
was informed that in the future,
the university planned to initiate
new PhD programs and complete
the construction of its first teach-
ing block. President Arif Alvi ap-
preciating the university’s contri-
butions to medical education and
acknowledging its overall perfor-
mance, drew attention towards
the need for policies related to
healthcare, emphasizing the im-
portance of focus on disease treat-
ment and prevention.

KP Cabinet authorizes Rs529.118b ex-
penditure for next four months

PESHAWAR  (INP): Caretaker
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Finance, Ahmad Rasool Bangash
here Thursday said that Rs529.118
billion expenditure has been au-
thorized by the provincial cabinet
with Chief Minister in a chair for
the second four months i.e (Ist
November to 29th February 2024),
showing 14pc increase as com-
pared to Rs462.939 billion of the
first four months (July to October
2023).

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, the Minister said that
the total expenditure authorized
for eight months is Rs992.055 bil-
lion for the financial year 2023-24,
showing 12pc increase as com-
pared to Rs888 billion of the first

eight months of the previous
year's budget.

He said Rs 417billion for the
current and Rs112.118 billion for
development expenditures of the
second four months ie November
to February 2024 showed a 19pc
increase as compared to the first
four months ie Rs350.041 billion
current expenditure, was autho-
rized. The total current expendi-
ture authorized for eight months
is Rs767.040 billion in the current
fiscal as compared to Rs609.200
billion for the eight months of the
last financial year.

He said Rs366.298 billion cur-
rent expenditure has been autho-
rized for the second four months
(Nov to Feb 2024) indicated 26pc

increase compared to the first four
months (July to October 2023) ie
Rs309.498billion for settled areas.

The total authorized current
expenditure for eight months is
Rs675.796 billion compared to
Rs526.533 billion for eight months
of the last fiscal for settled areas.

For merged areas, he said the
total current expenditure for the
second four months is Rs50.702
billion against Rs40.543 billion of
the first four months, showing
10pc increase.

He said the total development
expenditure authorized for the sec-
ond four months is Rs112.118 bil-
lion compared to Rs112.898 billion
for the first four months, showing
a 1pc decrease.

QUETTA: Balochistan Tandoor Association Chairman Muhammad Naeem  Khilji
addressing a press conference.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs, Dr. Shamshad
Akhtar in a meeting with the Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), Haji Ghulam Ali.

RAWALPINDI: Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf calls on Minister for Defence, Lt Gen
Anwar Ali Hyder (Retd) in Ministry of Defence.

ISLAMABAD: Defence analyst and security expert Ikram Sehgal called on caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.


