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Pakistan reaffirms
port for

Kashmiris’ right to

self-determination
ISLAMABAD (INP): As the nation
observes ‘Kashmir Black Day” today,
marking the 76 years of Indian armed
forces’illegal occupation in Kashmir,
President of Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi and
Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Hagq Kakar have assured the Kashmiri
peopleof Pakistan’s unwavering sup-
port for their legitimate struggle for
the right to self-determination.

According to Kashmir Media

Service, President Arif Alvi in his mes-
sage said that October 27 1947 was
one of the darkest days in the history
of Jammu and Kashmir. “Overthe last
seventy-six years, India has not only
reneged on its obligations to the
people of Jammu and Kashmirbut has
also disregarded multilateralism by
backtracking on UNSC resolutions,”
he adde
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He said the people of occupied
Kashmir have endured endless op-
pression during this period, however,
India has failed to weaken their re-
solve to realize their inalienable right

QUETTA: Ina significant move, the
Caretaker Chief Minister of Balochistan,

Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki, has an-
nounced the successful completion of
preparations for the issuance of health
cards in the province.

The initiative is set to revolutionize
healthcare access for the residents of

vices at government healthcare facilities.
Health Card Booths
Set Up In Hospitals

Several renowned hospitals, includ-
ing Sheikh Zayed Hospital, Akram Hospi-
tal, and Sajid Hospital, have set up health
card booths, making it casicr for the pub-
lic to register for this essential healthcare

service. Residents can now conve-
niently register by sending their card

numbers to 8500.
A Longstanding
Demand Met

Expressing his satisfaction with the
progress made, Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki empha-
sized the government’s commitment to
providing top-tier healthcare facilities to
the people.

This initiative comes as a result of
proactive measures taken by the care-
taker government to address pending
healthcare issues in the region.

The issuance of health cards is
poised to begin, marking a significant

step toward a healthier and more secure fu-
ture for the people of Balochistan.

“This developmenl significs amajor stride

and is set to posmvcly impact the lives of
‘many residents in the province.

Up To Rs. 1 Million
For Every Family

Former Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan had taken this initiative to im-
prove health services in the province.

He had repeatedly stated that health
cards would address the medical treatment
issue of the common man.

“Health cards up to Rs. I million would
be issued to every Balochistani”, the former

Tealthcare

33,000 illegal immi-
grants identified so far
via mapping to be
deported: Amir Mir

LAHARE: Punjab caretaker Informa-
tion Minister Amir Mir on Friday re-
vealed that approximately 33,000
people were identified through map-
ping as illegal residents lacking proper
legal documentation and were now
slated for deportation.

The provincial minister’s state-
‘ment coincides with the government’s
approaching October 31 deadline for
illegal residents to depart from Paki-
stan. Earlier this month, the govern-
‘ment gave an ultimatum to all undocu-
mented immigrants, including A fghan
nationals, to vacate Pakistan by the
stipulated date, emphasising that fail-
ure to do so would result in potential
imprisonment and deportation to their
home countries. Around 1.3 million

Afghans are registered refugees and
880,000 more have legal status to re-
main in Pakistan, according to the lat-
est United Nations figures.

Addressing a press conference
in Lahore today. Mirsaid that prior to
the Oct 31 deadline, “as many as
99,000 illegal foreign residents have
been detained in Pakistan and 33,000
of them were found to be completely
lacking any documents and staying
illegally in Pakistan after lhcir identi-
fication through mapping,” adding
that they would be deported.

‘The provincial information min-
ister said the above figure would con-
tinue to increase as mapping was car-

ried out on a daily basis

Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar in his message
noted that over the last 76 years, In-
dia had employed various methods
to perpetuate its illegal rule over Kash-
mir. However, since Aug 5,2019, there
has been an intensified campaign to
“Indianise’ Kashmirand disempower
the Kashmiri peoplein theirown land,
he lamented.

He said the Indian occupation
has taken several measures to
achieve these nefarious designs, in-
cluding gerrymandermg electoral
constituencies, ding non-
Kashmiris to voter rolls, issuing d
micile certificates to outsiders, and i
troducing new laws on land and prop-
erty ownership.

Punjab, Sindh CMs
inspect work on
Rawalpindi Ring

Road project
RAWALPINDI (INP): Caretaker
Punjab Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi
along with Caretaker Sindh Chief Mi
ister Maqbool Bagar on Friday vis-
ited the Rawalpindi Ring Road Project
to review progress of the construc-
tion work.

Chief Minister Naqvi

NADRA Blocks 70,000 Suspected NICs in Balochistan: Achakzai

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Balochistan’s Caretaker Information Minister, Jan
Achakzai, disclosed on Friday that the National Database and

vealed while

Registration Authority
(NADRA) has blocked
over 70,000 national iden-
tity cards in the province.
DRA is cur-
rently re-verifying all of
these suspected NICs,
" the Minister re-

Pak-Afghan border crossings in
Chaman,

Qamruddin Karez,and Barabcha,
which connect to Afghanistan

He emphasized that the federal
government had fundamentally de-
cided to repatriate all illegal refugees
to their respective countries.

ter.
Sources

were suspended
Chaman  and

that illegal imm

to a question on the mat-

NADRA indicated that
the majority of these NICs

Abdullah districts of

The Caretaker Infor-
mation Minister informed

would be assisted at the

s not related to
Afghan refugees,” he clarified, urg-
ing "certain’ political parties not fo po-
liticize the federal government’s deci-
sion.

Refugees From Sindh,
Punjab To Be Supported

within

in the
Killa

Balochistan Jan Achakzai mentioned that the
. . refugees originating from Sindh and
Repatriation Punjab would also receive support
. . from the Balochistan government for

A Principled epiriation to their home countics.
Decision In response to a question, Mr.

Achakzai stated that if free movement
was allowed at the Chaman and Spin
Boldak borders, a similar demand could
arise from the people of Waziristan.
“The old policy has been revised,

igrants

and the requirement for passports
must be enforced,” the Information
Mlmslcrcmphaslzcd

Pakistan NotA Banana

Republic: Minister

He questioned the consequences
ofallowing 50,000 people to cross bor-
ders without valid documentation,
suggesting that such actions could
diminish the country’s reputation.

Headvised political parties to cri-
tique the government without jeopar-
dizing national stability.

All law enforcement agencies
have intensified their cooperation in
this regard to ensure the orderly re-
patriation of illegal immigrants to their
respective countries. *“After the No-
vember deadline for illegal immigrants
expires, we will not permit any Af-
ghans to enter Pakistan without
proper documents,” he clarified. He
also stated that the crackdown on il-
legalimmigrants would be intensified
after the November deadline.

the Commissioner Rawalpindi and
Frontier Works Organization over their
performance.

The work on the project should
be completed swiftly, he said and di-
rected the authorities to provide nec-
essary project drawings to NESPAK
as soon as possible.

The Sinch CM appreciated the
ongoingprojects in Punjab, especially
the construction work of Rawalpindi
Ring Road.

He said the problems being faced
by the commuters in Karachi could be
résolved through the Lyari Express-
way and Karachi Circular Railway
projects. Mohsin Naqvi offered full
support of the Punjab government to
his Sindh counterpart in the execu-
tion of different projects in the prov-
ince. CM Nagvidrove the vehicle him-
selfand inspected the project site with
the Sindh chief minister. They also
reviewed the progress of the project
at Union Council Trahia.

In order to speed up the work on
the Ring Road, CM Nagvidirected the
authorities to use additional road lev-
eling machinery at the project site.

Balochistan Colleges Scandal: Soomro Charged with Fake Lecturer Appointments

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Jameel Soomro, central to the appoini-
ment of bogus lecturers scandal within the Balochistan

colleges’ department, has been for-
mally charged with fraudulent
lecturers’s appointments. His name
has also been added to the Exit Con-
trol List (ECL).

In addition, the appointment or-
ders for Jameel Soomro in the college
department have been exposed as
fraudulent.

A fake notification of 15 candi-
dates was issued by the colleges and
higher education departments with a
fake recommendation letter from the
Balochistan Public Service Commis-
sion (BPSC).

Fake BPSC Notifi-
cation Issued On
March 1, 2022

Dire(;n)r of the Anti-Corruption

Departm
Abdul Wabid Kakar, dislosed

thaton March 11,2022, fake orders
were issued for the appointment of
15 female lecturers, relying on a fake
notification from the Balochistan
Public Service Commission (BPSC).

These women illegally drew
salaries for a full year. Following the
registration of a case against four
employees from the Department of
Colleges, the masterminds behind
this scam were identified.

The director of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Department mentioned that
Jamil Soomro and his spouse, are
the key figures responsible for the
bogus lecturer appointments.

Soomro’s Name Placed
onECL

Authorities are actively pursu-
ing theirarrest, Mr. Kakar informed.

In light of the court’s declara-
tion of Jameel Soomro as an adver-

tising accused, his name was
promptly placed on the ECL.

Furthermore, investigations by
the Department of Colleges have con-
firmed that Jameel Soomro’s appoint-
ment orders in the colleges” depart-
ment were also found fake.

Notably, one of the women ap-
pointed in the colleges’ department
through the fake notification hap-
pens to be the wife of the accused
Jameel Soomro. A well-placed source
within the Anti-Corruption Depart-
ment revealed thatan inquiry was al-
ready underway against Mr. Soomro
for his own fake appointment from
Junior English teacher to Lecturer.

Daily Quetta Voice will continue
to provide you with the latest updates
on this significant development in the
Colleges and Higher Education De-
partment Balochistan. Your trusted
source for breaking news and in-depth
coverage.

REPATRIATION

DAYS  «
REMAINING

nw §§ QL

VIIIIIIIIQ[IIIIIIIA

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

OF

between Pakistan and Iran.

NOSHKI: Protesters blocked main Pakistan
Iran highway against power outages near Mal area
of Noshki district on Friday morning.

The protesters burnt tires and blocked the high-
way to vent their anger against the authorities.

The blockade caused the suspension of traffic

The protesters who were local tribesmen were
demanding of the government and WAPDA to
make sure provision of uninterrupted power sup-

)

4 The protest prompted the local administration
to reach the spot and have negotiations with pro-
testers. After assurance of the administration, the
protesters reopened the highway.

Pak Iran Highway Blocked Against Load Shedding

Riaz Baloch:
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Al and Climate Change completely

. . . .
missing in Balochistan budget

Editorial:

The future is all about the Artificial Intelligence (AI). The AT has the potential

to significantly impact education and transform the learning experience for

students across the globe.

Al-powered tutoring systems can provide interactive and adaptive sup-
port to students. These systems can assess students’ knowledge, identify
areas of weakness, and offer targeted guidance and resources to help them
improve.

P Experts say the Al has so far taken mere baby steps. Still a lot needs to be
done. The Al is going to dominate education, politics, economy etc. in the
future.

Noword of Alin the Balochistan Budget

Despite its need and importance, the Balochistan government has not
allocated a single penny for the Al in its financial budget for the year 2023-24,
The provincial government allocated more than Rs.100 billions for primary,
middle and higher education sector. The finance minister Balochistan, Zamarak
Achakzai did not utter a single word about the Al

Besides Al the government has not focused on the looming threat of
climate change. Balochistan, the country’s areawise largest province is prone
10 all natural disasters because of its vulnerability to the global warming and
climate change.

Rs. 71 crore allocated for Cllmdte Change and more than Rs.73 billions
for C&W department

The government allocated Rs.71 crore rupees to tackle the climate change,
whereas, more than 73 billion rupees were allocated for the communication and
works department. The department is known for chronic corruption and most
of the amount is likely to go into some narrow pockets.

Promotion of Al education provides an opportunity to our students to
compete on national and international levels. Its promotion can open new
vistas of opportunities for our students.

However, investment in the climate change department s extremely nec-
essary in view of the province’s vulnerability to the global warming. Devastat-
ing floods last year played havoc across Balochistan and life was completely
paralyzed for a month. The provincial government needs to change its priori-
ties when it comes to Al and climate change since the former offers opportuni-
ties and the latter poses a serious threat to human life.

Balochistan Health Card Program: A Game-Changer

for Universal Healthcare Access
Manzoor Ahmed Magsi:

B alochistan,
Pakistan’s largest
province in terms of
land area, is commit-
ted to enhancing the
quality of life and de-
livering vital services
toitswidely dispersed
population.
Healthcare and edu-
cation are pivotal in
this endeavor.

The Balochistan
Health Card Pro-
gram, recently ap-
proved by the provin-
cial cabinet, is a re-
markable stride to-
wardsachieving Uni-
versal Health Cover-
ageand providing es-
sential healthcare ser-
vicesto the people of
Balochistan.

1:Addressing
Critical Healthcare
Needs: Health is a
fundamental right and
acrucial aspect of life.
The remote rural ar-
eas of Balochistan are
in dire need of im-

proved healthcare fa-
cilities.

Timely and strate-
gic planning is essen-
tial to ensure accessto
medical treatment and
uplift the standard of
living for its residents.

2:Key Mile-
stones of the Pro-
gram: The
Balochistan Health
Card Program has al-
ready achieved signifi-
cant milestones. It has
partnered with the
National Database
and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) to
establish a command
center and a central
Management Infor-
mation System(MIS).
This ensures efficient
data verification ser-
vices and support for
the health card pro-

gram.
3:Comprehen-
sive Coverage: One
of the most inspiring
aspects of this pro-
gramisitsinclusivity.

Ttaimsto provide free
treatment facilitiesup
to 10 lakh rupees to
every resident of
Balochistan, regard-
less of their dwelling
place.

Every family
across the province’s
37 districts will ben-
efit from this program,
with access to free
healthcare services in
1200 hospitals na-
tionwide.

4:Accessibility
and Convenience:
To further enhance
accessibility, a 24/7
helpline (0800-
01001) has been es-
tablished, and facility
desks will be set up in
every hospital. Real-
time data and an ef-
fective monitoring
system will ensure ef-
ficient service deliv-
ery.

Remarkably, ev-
ery resident’s national
identity card in
Balochistan will now

double as their health

Q
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5:Positive Pub-
lic Response: The
introduction of the
health card scheme,
offering free treatment
to the underprivi-
leged, has garnered
widespread apprecia-
tion from the people.

This program of-
fers treatment facilities
up to one millionru-
pees in any govern-
ment or private hos-
pital.

6:Balochistan’s
Healthcare Jour-
ney: Balochistan is
determined to im-
prove healthcare ac-
cessfor every citizen,
regardless of their lo-
cation or economic
status.

The Balochistan
Health Card Program
is a testament to the
province’s commit-
ment to ensuring that

citizenreceives
the healthcare they

deserve.

The Balochistan
Health Card Program
is a transformative
step towards achiev-
ing Universal Health
Coverage in the prov-
ince.

Its comprehen-
sive coverage, acces-
sibility, and inclusivity
make it a game-
changer in the
healthcare sector.
Balochistan is on a
path to ensure that
every citizen receives
the healthcare they
deserve, marking a
journey of determina-
tion and innovative
solutionsin the pursuit
of improved
healthcare access.

This writer is a
former Press Secre-
tary to ChiefMinister
Balochistan and cur-
rently working as As-
sistant Director of
Public Relationsatthe
Government  of
Balochistan

New world order?

Aasim Sajjad Akhtar:

A L after the government’s beacons of freedom. All
S Palestinians are porific decision to de- of this stands exposed
slaughtered to death by port them back to (yetagain) in the face of
the Israeli war machine, Taliban-controlled Af- the genocidal violence
rulers of Muslim-major- ghanistan. against Palestinians. Be-
ity countries scramble to The Taliban’s origi-  tween the imperialism of
depict themselves as nal patron, Saudi Arabia, the so-called Western
principled supporters of has historically propa- “rules-based order’ and
the Palestinian national gated a totalitarian the sloganeering of the
movement. The postur- worldview at home as ‘ummah’, a majority of
ing has included an ‘ex-  well,although the crown — the world’s people— in-
traordinary’ meeting of ~prince’s reign has coin- cluding but not just
the OIC in Jeddah last cided with the Saudi Muslims — are today
week, which concluded monarchy’s ‘opening ruled by despots, profi-
with an ostensibly ‘pow- up’ in ways similarto the teers and opportunists.
erful’ condemnation of Gulf kingdoms of the What of our imme-
Isracli aggression. UAEand Qatar. diate neighbours India
We've seen this all Qatar has at least and China, which to-
before. Closer to home, spawned the Al Jazeera getherare home to almost
achoreographed waving media network, which  three billion people? The
of the Palestinian flag ~offers some respite from former is increasingly
was ahighlightof Nawaz the virtually unre- dominated b
Sharif’s trumped-up re- strained support of Zi- joritarian and hateful
turn to Pakistan on Oct onist Israel which political  ideology
21 Meanwhile, the army ~ characterises main- whereby Muslims, op-
chief has met the Pales- stream Western media. pressed castes and dis-
tinian ambassador, is- But on the whole, Gulf = sident voices are subject
sued at least two state- monarchies, countries to increasingly violent
ments in favour of Pal- like Egypt and Jordan purges. Sadly,New Delhi
estinian statehood and which border historic has not taken a prin-
called for an immediate Palestine, as wellasmost ~ cipled stand on the car-
ceasefire. other Muslim countries nage in Palestine, turning
Yet beyond sym-  couldn’t care less about  its back on India’s his-
bolic statements and the democratic aspira- tory as a leader of the
photogenic moments, tions of their people, let Non Aligned Movement
the rulers ofthe ‘ummah’  alone colonised Pales- and supporter of na-
are largely despised by tinians. Turkey prides it- tional self-determination
their own people; they ~selfas an exception, but ~ for all colonised peoples.
worship at the altar of Ankara’s treatment of China appears rela-
profit and geostrategic the Kurds and role in tively stable, has been
power in world affairs. Nagorno Karabakh is arguably the biggest
Insofar as the contempo- ~ despicable. beneficiary of the era of
rary nation state is On the other hand neoliberal globalisation
largely synonymous is the standard Western and is potentially the
with dominant ideas of liberal refrain that Israel single-most obvious
political community, is the only democracy in  challenger to centuries-
there is no singular Mus-  the region. Laughable old Western hegemony.
lim ummah. Considerthe and sickening at the But China is not demo-
way in which the Paki- sametime, itmirrors the cratic, and is far less
stani mainstream is vili- broader claim of West- egalitarian than it was a
fying Afghan refugees em states that they are few decades ago. Nei-

=

ther is there conclusive
evidence yet that it is
pursuing” a  global
worldmaking project
which breaks with the
financialised capitalist
system that is dispos-
sessing billions and ex-
acerbating an already
acute climate cry

horses like Russiaas well
as another big Muslim
country, Iran. The latter
is close to Hezbollah,
and by extension Hamas
as well. There is a real
possibility that the bra-
zen support of Western
powers for Israel since
Oct 7 could create the
conditions for a bigger
conflagration in which
Iran and Russia come
together. Quite aside
from the clearly disas-
trous effects if there
were to be a more sub-
stantive war in the region
— and world — an
emancipatory and pro-
people horizon is con-
spicuous by its absence
on all sides.

Latin America bucks
the overall trend, to
some extent at least.
Cuba, Venezuela, Colom-
bia and Brazil have at
least pushed back
against the imperialist-
backed ethnic cleansing
of Gaza. The fact that
some sane voices con-
tinue to exist in the so-
called intemnational com-
munity is no mean feat,
given how hegemonic
the logic of capital and
authoritarian statecraft
have become.

The sacred

By Jan-e-Alam Khaki:

The concept of the sa-
cred (muqaddas) mean:
“sanctified’ due to asso-
ciation with holiness and
religious veneration. The
sacred evokes a lot of
mystery that needs to be
reflected upon to better
understand its meanings.
Often associated with
faith traditions, the no-
tion of the sacred is a
concept that goes back
in antiquity, found in
many parts of the world.
Statues, or artefacts,
though created by human
hand, once placed in a
sacred place may even
command respect and
veneration, often assum-
ing the status of the ‘sa-
cred’.

The word ‘sacred”
refers to anything which
transcends the humdrum
of everyday life that typi-
cally takes the form of
collective representa-
tions which are set apart
from society (spiritual
places such as mosques
or churches are the most
obvious examples of sa-
cred spaces). As French
sociologist  Emile
Durkheim put it, “any-
thing can be sacred (or
rather, a society can de-
termine that anything is
sacred): there is nothing
in any object or action
that makes it inherently
sacred: anything can be
sacred: not  only
churches, mosques, and
religious books, but in
some cultures, trees, or
even rocks may be re-
garded as sacred”.

‘This argument leads
one to believe that the
idea of the sacred is not
given by any authority
as such, but actually it
is a human process
whereby a certain com-
‘munity grants the status
to something it vener-
ates. Therefore, ifa place
of worship is demol-
ished, we build another
one over it and give the
same rcgard toit. Sacred-
ness is also described as
something that is *
considered worthy of
spiritual respect or devo-
tion; or inspires awe or
reverence among believ-
ers

Many world faith
traditions have numer-
ous holy personalities,
sacred  places and
artefacts they cherish
and venerate. But they
arenot always shared by
other faiths.

A Jewish believer,
for example, may revere
the Western Wall; a
Christian, the Edicule
(known as the Tomb of
Christ); a Muslim, the
Holy Kaaba; a Hindu,
Varanasi; a Buddhist,
Bodhgaya; a Sikh,
Kartarpur Sahib.

So, there are no
universally accepted
personalities, places or
things that all revere as
‘sacred’. Also, within
the same faith, there may
be many personalities,
places, and artefacts that
are particularly sacred
to that community, but
not necessarily to oth-
ers. Each tradition justi-

fies its ‘sacred” tradition
by referring to stories,
sacred books, and be-
liefs.

A recent personal
communication with a
fiiend visiting some of
the holy places of his
faith tradition in a
neighbouring country
articulated his experi-
ence in these words, and
Iquote:*... it was an ex-
hilarating experience. It
was truly a divine expe-
rience; it is difficult to
describe in words. ...
The spiritual peace I felt

- (It was instructive to
experience the) cultural
differences and simil
ties with (similar places
of) our ... neighbour”.
The italicised words and
phrases highlight the
key points of the discus-
sion.

Let me highlight
one particular phrase,
that s the ‘neighbouring
places’ of a different tra-
dition being similar, as
well as, different
“Neighbour” in Urdu has
avery apt equivalent, ie,
“hum saaya,” meaning,
self-shadow. Traditions
other than our own are
similarin many ways and
different _in others.
While similarities are in-
structive, it is often the
differences that enrich
us more about others”
traditions and sensitise
us more deeply about
our own tradition, pro-
vided these are seen
positively, construc-
tively, and
empathetically.

The sacred person-
alities or places have a
history, a tradition, a
story, or even a myth,
that makes it ‘meaning-
ful’ and ‘relevant” to the
community concerned.
Outsiders (of that tradi-
tion) do not necessarily
have any such experi-
ence or meaning at-
tached to it; they are un-
able to see the same
meanings in them. The
value of these sacred
places is not so much in
their real or oral history
but it is the way the be-
lievers ascribe ‘mean-
ings” to these venerated
objects.

Significant in this
regard is the fact that
each sacred place or ob-
Jject is not an island unto
itself but is interrelated.
One sacred artefact is a
mirror through which
other histories could be
related to, and learnt
from. This is why Unesco
regards many historical
places as ‘human heri-
tage’, and rightly so.

Each faith commu-
nity owns diverse sym-
bols of veneration.
Learning more about di-
verse traditions helps
understand our own tra-
ditions better as we, hu-
mans, are deeply inter-
connected, as sacred
books, such as the Holy
Quran (49:13) and pocts
(such as Sheikh Saadi)
tell us. Ifbeauty is in the
eye of the beholder, the
sense of the sacred is in
the minds and hearts of
those who revere it.

Human capital development

By Riaz Riazuddin:

ment, which enables a stressed enough.
Accorone nation to overcome any A multdimensional
economist Julian Simon, ~ challenge. concept, human capital is
“the ultimate resource is Education not only  difficult to measure. The
people — especially develops individuals to  World Bank says: “Hu-
skilled, spirited, and overcomepersonal chal- man capital consists of
hopeful young people lenges, it also enables the knowledge, skills,
endowed with liberty nations to achieve their and health that people
who will exert their wills ~ objectives. Research pa-  invest in and accumulate
and imaginations for pers worldwide, includ-  throughout their lives,
their own benefits, and ing in Pakistan, show enabling them to realise
50 inevitably they will ~that it is not just labour, their potentialas produc-
benefit the rest of us land and capital that tive members of society.
well’. contribute to economic Investing in peopie
How does a nation  growth, butalso human through  nutrition,
ensure that its people capital, which is distinct ~healthcare, quality edu-
will be skilled and spir- from labour and at the cation, jobs and skills
ited? It must educate its same time embodiesit.  helps develop human
people to endow them While labour as a  capital, and this is key to
with various skills, keep ~ factor of productionand  ending extreme poverty
them healthy,and cnable - growth comes from and creating more inclu-
them to develop into pro-  population, human capi-  sive societies.”
tal emerges from an edu- The World Bank
Economist: s cated, healthy, and also constructs a Human
cess “human capital de-  skilled population. Hu- Capital Index (HCI) that
velopment’, and it is an man capital helps im- “measures the amount of
essential part of overall prove productivity, human capitalthata child
economic development  while human ingenuity ~ borntoday can expect to
and growth. boosts innovations that attain by age 18. It con-
As Allama Igbal can increase growth veys the productivity of
said, “While youare still - manifold. the next generation of
immature, you area heap Inlgbal’s words,an  workers compared to a
ofdust; When you ripen, uneducated nation is like  benchmark of complete
you will become an irre- a heap of dust unable to education and  full
sistible sword.” ‘Ripen’  take purposeful action. health”. This index var-
here embodies self-de- The need for the popu- ies from zero to one,
velopment through hu- lation to become highly where one represents the
man capital develop- ecducated can’t be benchmark of complete

education and full
health.

Pakistan’s HCI level
in 2020 was 0.41, which
means that a child born
in Pakistan will be only
41 per centas productive
as she could be when
she grows up if she en-
joyed complete educa-
tion and full health.

Pakistan fares very
poorly in comparison to
the 130 countries for
which the World Bank
prepared the HCI. It
ranks 118 and its HCI is
the lowest in South Asia,
which has an HCI aver-
age of 0.48.

The highest level
was 0.88 for Singapore,
and the lowest 0.29 for
the Central African Re-
public. Countries closer
to Pakistan in terms of
rank were Lesotho,
Comoros, Iraq, and
Malawi, among others.
The levels for India and
Bangladesh were 0.46,
and 0.49 respectively,
both  with  better
rankings than Pakistan.

According to the
World Bank, thereare six
key components for
‘méasuring HCI:.

By Faisal Bari:

A FRIEND from the

banking sector recently
told me that he had re-
signed from his job. He
was a pretty senior ex-
ecutive at a local bank.

Tasked him why and
what he had been up to
since then. He said he felt
that after the recent tax
increases and with the
inflationary hike we have
been experiencing, and
which is likely to con-
tinue for some time, he
did not find his take-
home salary enough to
justify working full-time
at the bank.

Since his resigna-
tion, he has been manag-
ing his family’s agricul-
tural land and has also
been investing in real es-
tate. Income from these
sectors is not really taxed.
He said he was much
happiernow since he was
working less and had
more time (even to go to
the gym everyday), and
more income.

Not many people
have inherited agricul-
tural land and not many
have enough savings to

Taxing times

start investing or specu-
lating in real estate. But
the hike in inflation and
taxation does tell us that
there would be incentive
effects on the margin for
all people. And these will
not be in the desirable
direction. Tax hikes lead
to attempts to hide in-
come or to find legal
loopholes for reducing
tax liability. A high
enough marginal tax rate
(ours is 35 per cent on
high salary incomes) can
reduce the incentive to
work. For example, I
know friends in academia
who have refused con-
sulting projects because
the post-tax income is
notenough to justify the
effort. Both are probably
happening now. For a
person with a monthly
salary of Rs500,000 per
month this year, the
yearly income tax liabil-
ity has gone up by
R$90,000, taking effec-
tive tax rates for them to
about 18pc. For people
with a salary of Rs 1 mil-
lion, the tax liability has
gone up by Rs240,000
per year and their effec-

tive tax rate is 26.6pc.

And itis clearly not
Jjust income tax that the
salaried are paying in
Pakistan. The sales tax is
16-18pc on most goods.
Petrol has another 15pc
tax, and there are taxes
on mobile, gas and elec-
tricity usage as well.
Road and vehicle usage
aretaxed separately. It is
not surprising that many
among the salaried feel
that more than 50-odd
per cent of their income
goes to the government
in various forms of taxa-
tion.,

The hikes in taxa-
tion have come when in-
flation has been ram-
pant.

Some 35pc inflation
means the salaried class
has been under tremen-
dous pressure to figure
outhow to keep budgets
going and households
afloat. Prices of electric-
ity, gas, petrol, edibles —
in fact, everything a
household uses — have

the additional taxation.
‘This rankles badly. What

does the state want? To
killthe salaried? Even the
Motorway toll is now a
whopping Rsl,100 for a
one-way journey from
Lahore to Islamabad.

But there are three
more aspects of the un-
faimess in our tax/expen-
diture system that
should be kept in mind.
One, there is no return
that the taxpayers get
from paying their taxes.
Most salaried people
send their children o pri-
vate schools, do not go
to public hospitals when
health needs arise, and
pay for their water, sew-
erage and other local
services separately.

The kind of police
protection and gover-
nance we get in Pakistan
is there for all to see and
need not be commented
on.

Taxpayers feel dou-
bly cheated. In most
other countries, if tax
rates are high, refurns in
the form of decent edu-
cation and health ser-
vices, unemployment
benefits, etc are also
there.
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Pakistan's Power Sector circular debt
soars to Rs 2.54 trillion

ISLAMABAD (INP): dia report, that the lowing some of the vey is currently being
Pakistan's circular Circular credit limit IMF's conditions. The conducted in this re-
debt in the power sec-  was raised to 292 bil- price increase will be  gard, and sources say
tor has increased to lionrupees forthefirst implemented fromthis that the government
over 2.54 trillion ru- three months and the month, and there will will receive proposals
pees despite an agree- ministry's perfor- be a quanerly adjust- to remove !Eese sub-
ment with the IMF to mance in this regard ment of Rs. 3.3 paisa sidiesbythe end of this
raise electricity prices, was better than ex- perunit fromthe same year. The subsidies are
says in media reports. pected. He said the month, meaning that expecled to be re-
The Ministry of Circular creditwould ~electricity prices will moved by the end of
Finance reviewed the gradually declineinthe continue to rise even the current financial
rmgress of the $3 bil- coming months. 1hou%1 winter is ap- year (June).
ion IMF deal on The Ministry of proachingand electric- Sources further
Thursday and declared Finance released 70 ll consumption isde- said that the govern-
the situation satisfac- billion rupees in the clining. ment wants to renego-
tory. first week of October The IMF will be- tiate power purchase
Pakistan had as- to help pay off Circu- gin evaluating the per- agreements made with
sured the IMF that all lar loans, after releas- formance of the Paki- (%unesepower plants,
government accounts mgonlyZ Sbillionru- stani government for but China has refused
would be brought un- pees in the first quar- the quarter from No- to renegotiate. The
der a single account ter (July to Septem- vember 2 (July to Sep-  government is now [ [ISLAMABAD: Governor Sii Kamran Khan Te i,called on President Dr Arif Alvi,|
overseen by the cen- ber). Sources say this tember), and if the in- makingnew proposals | |at Aiwan-e-Sad.
tral bank by theend of was done because the stitution is satisfied,it to resolve the issue,

October, but the pro- Ministryof Financedid - will disburse the next and a new conmitiee| P ower distribution work starts for

cess has beendelayed. not want the amount tranche of the $710 may be formed in this

It learnt that cir- released for agricul- millionloanataboard regard.
cular debt in the en- ture to be counted in meeting in December. The government Gwadar Free Zone North
ergy sector has in- the first quarter. Meanwhile, the has also ended the fa- "
creased by 227 billion  The government govemment is working _cility of direct borrow- | ISLAMABAD (INP): - grid station to the pe- - Gwadar Pro. "After Supply = Company
rupees inthe last three has also increased o end subsidies for ing from commercial | Power distribution rimeter - walls of completionoftheentire (QEPSC) and China
months. clectricity prices by tube wells in the agri-  banks without issuing [ #Ork has commenced - Gwadar Free Zone LY he. e gg;f‘;?;yl’ggggﬁgl;ns

i i i for providing e 3 v ).

According to me- Rs. 3.30 per unit fol" _culture sector. A sur-_treasury bills. Watts (VW) ofelectric. phase, local company fectorieswill boaround  The Deep Sea Port
ityto Gwadar Free Zone SIGMA Engineering Rs 57 accordingto the sole grid station was
North by erecting Ltd has started laying government rate pre- established in 2019 ex-
power pollsand laying the electricity distribu- scribed for industries. clusively for Gwadar
electricity wires intwo tion system from the Currently, generator- port and Free Zone
phasessimultaneously.  walls of Gwadar Free based elcctricity is be- ~ through 3 feeders.

It will take two Zonetothe buildingsof ing provided to all op- The grid station
months to completethe  various industrial sites. ~ erational factories in  will provide electri
work, Gwadar Pro re- SIGMA Engineer- Gwadar Free Zone from three sour:
ported on Friday. ing Ltd has been Northtemporarily," he thenational grid station

In the first phase, outsourced by China added. Progress was of Quetta, Gabd-
the Gwadar Port Au- Communications Con- made after the suc- Remdan on the Iran
thority (GPA) has struction Company cessful joint feasibility border, and Nag-
started installingpower (CCCC) Limited, a study conducted by Besima section on an-
infrastructure fromthe GPA official told Quetta Electric Power other border with Iran.

Pakistani athlete wins gold medal at 4th
Hangzhou Asian Para Games

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paralympic medal -a sil- He mentioned the demonstrates Pakistan's
Pakistani star athlete ver. On September 3, friendly and welcoming commitment to
Haider Alihas made the 2021, he became nature of Chinese volun- inclusivity and para-
nation proud by clinch- Pakistan's first goldmed- teers and staff, who sports. The ongoing
ing first position and alist at the Paralympics. helped create a positive, games have witnessed
winning a gold medal in Speaking after his encouraging environ- participation of 11 tal-
the men's discus throw victory, Haider ex- ment. ented Pakistani athletes
. F37 event at the ongo- prcsscd gratitude to his Pakistani officials showcasing skills in ath-
ISLAMABAD: Federal caretaker health minister Dr Nadeem Jan adressing media on the occasion | | ing 4th Hangzhou Asian  coaches, teammates and and athletes at the 4th letics, archery, badmin-
ofinauguration of MRI machine in PIMS hospital i. Para Games. Pakistanisports authori- Hangzhou Asian Para ton, table tennis and
Haider displayed ties for their unwavering  Games wheelchair tennis.

i ili i ' xceptionalstrengthand  support. aider's journe: he angzhou
Israeh'mllltary ra.ld'Gaz.a to prepare next :kﬂﬁ;roleglhe!ég;scug p_pH; hoped  his has ]b[eei m1£ked by Asial‘ll’afaﬂé:neg, 1I'un-
stage'; report missile hit Egyptian town

p 51.53 would in- hard work ning from October 22 to
meters, Gwadar Pro re- i and perseverance. 28, is a multi-sport event
JERUSALEM (INP): bombing and Hamas manitarian pauses or necessary measures | ported on Friday.
Israel said on Friday rocket attacks so hu- ceasefire agreements includinghumanitarian He is an accom-

&

|

o
8

His success at the forathletes with disabili-
for excellence and uver— 4th Hangzhou Asian ties across Asia.

military raids into Gaza manitarianaid couldbe in the Hamas-run corridors and pauses | plished Pakistani para- ~ come challenges. Para Games is a testa- With nearly 5,200
were preparing "the delivered to Gaza and coastal enclave will for  humanitarian | athlete who made his- He emphasized the mentto aland  participants from 44
next stage of the op- U.S. President Joe come before the 193- needs". While EU | toryat the 2008 Summer warm hospitality of the talent in the Pakistani countries, including

Chinese peopie, who sporis community. around 3,100 athletes, it
embraced participants It serves as inspira- s the largest event of its
from various countries. tion to otherathletes and  kind.

eration”, amid fears Biden told Iran's su- member U.N. General leaders have strongly | Paralympics in Beijing,
thata ground invasion preme leader not to Assemblyon Fridayin condemned Hamas' l‘_}hﬁ"ﬂ ‘Wm"ms
of the Palestinian en- target U.S. personnel a draft resolutionsub-  attack, they have | Pakistan's first ever

clave could spark a inthe Mideast. mitted by Arab states  struggled to stick to the ]
wider conflict and a U.S. forces have calling for aceasefire. same message beyond =
media report of amis- been hit more than a Unlike in the Se-  that, with some stress- 2

silehitting an Egyptian  dozentimesin Iraqand  curity Council where ing Israel's right to
border town. Syria in the past week resolutions on Gazaaid = self-defence and oth-
Egypt's Al by what Washington failed this week, no ers emphasising con-
Qahera News, citing suspects are Iran- coumryholdsavelo in cem about Palestinian
sources, said amissile backed groups. the General Assembly.  civilians.
struck a medical facil-  Hamas, Islamic Jihad Resolutions are non- Separately,
ity inthe EgyptianRed and Lebanon's binding, but carry po- Mamadou Sow, head
Sea resort town of Hezbollah are all litical weight. Israel of the International
Taba near the Israeli backed by Tehran. has bombarded the Committee of the Red
border early on Friday, Palestinian mili- densely populated Cross' regional del-
injuringsixﬁeople. tants clashed with Is- Gaza Strip following egation, said from
Al Qahera said raeli troops in at least the Oct. 7 Hamas at- Jeddah: "To say that
the blast was relatedto  two areas of the Gaza tack on Israeli com-  the humanitarian situ-
fightingbetween Israel  Strip on  Friday, munities. Israel says ation in Gaza is cata-
Gaza's Hamas Hamas-affiliated me- Hamas killed some strophic is an under-
Israel's mili- dia reported. 1,400 people including  statement. Everything
tary said it was aware Israeli military ve- ~children, and tookmore that is needed to sus-
of a security incident hicles raided the cen- than 200 hostages, tain life is missing or
in the area. This tral arca of Al-Burcij some of them infants dwindlingby the hour
week, Israel said a andtroops wereclash- and older adults. In in Gaza." The Hamas-
rocket claimed by ingwith militants near Brussels, the 27 lead- controlled Gaza health
Hamas hit an areaout-  the border there, the ers of the EU reached - ministrysaid on Thurs- | |ISLAMABAD: Provisional Minister Interior Shams ul Haq Lone and Provisional minister Law &
lying Eilat, the Isracli reports said. In the a compromise decla- day that 7,028 Pales- | |Health Syed Suhail Abbas Shah call on CM GB Haji Gulbar Khan at his Office.
a\)wr% ucmssbthc bor-  south, ir};ahurdcrarcz; ration] after days of ti“ml‘:Shﬂd ll)ccnkillmi o o ) o
er from Taba. near the town of wrangling,expressing in the retaliatory air
Awitness inTaba, Rafah, Hamas mili- the "1g>'ravgcs| E(\nccrﬁ sh’ikes,includinngY.()lS KltChen ltems prlces €ases by 0'33pc
which lies some 220 tants were trading fire for the deteriorating children. The ministry [ISL AM A B A D The SPI for the (2.36pc), sugar (24.88pc), pulse gram
kms (136 miles) from with Israeli troops, ac- humanitariansituation published a 212-page BINP) The weekly in- lowest consumption (2. 22pg/) andmustard %5 82pc), mustard oil
Gaza, reported hearing  cording to the reports.  in Gaza", They called document with names | flation, measured by groupuptoRs 17,732, oil (2.1 (4.16pc; ﬁandve etable
an explosion and see- As the plight of for "continued, rapid, and ID numbers of the | the Sensitive Price In- ﬁecreased by 0.25 that recorded an m- ghee
ing heavy smoke and Palestinian civilians safe and unhindered more than 7,000 Pal- | dicator (SPI), wit- percent and went creasein theiraverage The commodlt]es
dust ri n grows more desper- humanitarian access estinians it says were | nessed decrease of downto 283.77 points prices on a week-on-  which recorded an in-
ate, the issue of andaid to reachthose killed in Israel's bom- 0.33‘ percent for the from last week’s week (wow) basis, in- crease in their average

vhether to h hu- in need through all 284.47 points. cluded tomatoes pricesonYoY basisin-
e = tion group durin the The SPI for con- (20. 81pc) potatoes cludediascha)réesfor
c), ci

week ended on Octo- sumgmm groups from (3.33pc), s ql (
ber 26, the Pakistan Rs17,732-22,888; Rs (1. 63pc) salt pow- rettes (944 ), chll-
Bureau of Statistics 22, 889- 2‘),517; Rs dered (0.91pc), garlic ies powder( 4.11
SPBS%reponed onFri- 29,518-44,175 and (0.77pc), tea prepared rice basmati bm
he SPI for the above Rs 44,175 de- (0.67pc), bread plain (78.51 ) whc.n ﬂour
week under review in  clined by 0.31 percent, (0. 56pc) and mutton (77 49p _sugar
the above-mentioned 0.33 percent, 0.36 per- (0.28pc). On a Year- m -6/9
§r uﬁ) was recorded at cent and 0.33 percent on-Year (YoY) basis.
77.11 points as com- respectively. During the items that wit-
paredto 278.04 points the week, out of 5T nessed decrease in
during the past week, items, prices of 14 prices included, toma-
according to the PBS (27. 4dpc) items_in- toes (31.90pc), onions
data. As compared to creased, 17 (33.33pc)
the corresponding items decreased and
week of last year, the 20(39.22pc) items re-
SPI for the combined mained stable.
consumption group in The items, which
the we"fundel review recorded a decreace in
witnessed an increase their average prices on
0f 29.65 percent. a_ week-on-week
The weekly SPI (WoW) included
with the base year chicken (10.19pc), on-
. . 2015-16 =100 covers ions (4 4pc rice irri-6/
ISLAMABAD: Ag) pants of pail Ce or ion of Kashmir || 17 urban centers and 9 (3.84pc), bananas
Black Day along with Secretary lnl‘ormalmn Mr. Zahoor Ahmed and Exccutive Director General || 51 essential items for (3. 64p<.) gur (3. 4pc)
[DEMP, Arshad Mu all expenditure groups. pulse masoo
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Nawaz’s remarks against women
criticised in Senate

LAHORE: PML-N supremo
Nawaz Sharif’s remarks against
women at his homecoming rally
came under fire in a Senate ses-
sion on Friday.

Nawaz had compared
PML-N’s women supporters
with PTI’s — without naming
the party — and implied that his
supporters were more “decent”.

“Where are our sisters?
Look how respectfully our sis-
ters are listening to this rally.
There is no one dancing to mu-
sic here. Do you understand
what 1 am saying or not,” he
had said.

Nawaz’s remarks were
condemned by politicians like
ex-PTI MNA Malecka Bokhari
and journalists alike.

The matter reached the Sen-
ate, where PTI’s Senator Walid
Igbal took aim at Nawaz’s re-
marks. Igbal, while referring to
the late PML-N senator Rana
Magbool, stated that he re-

spected women and he should
have taught his leader how to
respect women.

“[MQM head] Altaf
Hussain also talked against
women and had to apologise
later,” Iqbal added.

“Please do not make politi-
cal statements,” said Senate
Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani.

“I am not making a politi-
cal statement,” Igbal replied.

Sexism in Pakistan’s polit
cal system is not new, nor is it
new to the PML-N party.

Recently, senior PML-N
leader Khawaja Asif made a
statement on the floor of parlia-
ment, using a derogatory refer-
ence for PTI’s women mem-
bers of parliament.

A few years ago, he re-
ferred to a senior female PTI
member as a “tractor trolley”.
Instead of retracting his words
in the face of backlash, he took
complete ownership of what

was said. Rana Sanaullah, while
speaking to reporters outside the
Punjab Assembly in 2018, made
inappropriate comments about
the women who attended the
rally at Lahore’s Minar-i-Paki-
stan, saying:

“The women who attended
the rally were not from
honourable families because
their dance moves implied
where they had actually come
from.”

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker
Se

ngi, Caretaker Information Ministe

b

anning and Development Sami Saced along with Murtaza

1, Governor Sindh, Kamran Tessori

Ambassador of Korea, Park|

Kijun, and others cutting the cake on the occasion of the National Foundation Dayand the Armed Forces|
Day of the Republic of Korea at the residence of the Korean Ambassador.

Lawmakers, activists remind UK govt of its
responsibility on Kashmir

LONDON (INP): Lawmakers, ac-
tivists, professionals and stu-
dents, emphasizing the need for
mass awareness regarding the
right to self-determination, re-
minded the British government of
its responsibility on Kashmir.
During a roundtable confer-
ence hosted by Tehreek-e-Kash-
mir UK President, Fahim Kayani,
in the British parliament to com-
memorate 76 years of illegal occu-
pation of Kashmir by India, the
participants discussed the highly
militarized situation in Indian [lle-
gally occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir. Chaired by Shadow Minister
Jess Phillips, the roundtable con-
ference in “unequivocal terms ex-
tended its support to the just
cause of Kashmiris which is right
to self-determination™ as en-
shrined in various resolutions
passed by the United Nations

General Assembly and Security
Council. Among the participants
were Debbie Abraham, MP and
Chairperson of All Parties Kash-
‘mir Parliamentary Group for Kash-
mir, Andrew Gwynne, MP and
Chairman of Labour Friends of
Kashmir, Kim Leadbeater, MP,
Yasmin Qureshi MP, Paul
Blomfield, MP, Muhammad Yasin,
MP, Rachel Hopkins, MP, Lord
Wajid Khan and Simon
Lightwood, MP.

Muzzammil Ayyub Thakur
and Shaista Safi presented testi-
monies of war crimes and crimes
against humanity perpetrated by
India in Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir. The duo are
natives of IIOJK, living in exile.

India sentits forces to occupy
Jammu and Kashmir on October
27, 1947, which triggered a mass
mobilization against New Delhi’s

illegal military rule.
c conference decried the
grave human rights situation in
the occupied territory, especially
after August 2019 when the Modi-
led fascist Indian government re-
pealed its special status and im-
posed military siege in the terri-
tory. It is incumbent upon the Brit-
ish lawmakers to press their gov-
ernment to stand up and stop In-
dia from its state terrorism in the
occupied territory, the partici-
pants of the conference added.

The participants also ex-
pressed concern overthe muzzling
ofthe vibrant local media in IIOJK,
which has seen well-designed
clampdown by the Modiled In-
dian regime in [IOJK.

Proposals made by Fahim
Kayani on the occasion included
urging the British government to
“convince the United Nations.

Webinar in Paris highlights Indian state
terrorism in IIOJK

PARIS (INP): The Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic Forum,
France, organized a webinar on
Black Day, October 27, in Paris to
highlight the Indian state terror-
ism in Indian illegally occupied
Jammuand Kashmir.

According to Kashmir Media
Service, the speakers of the
webinar were Ambassador of Pa-
kistan in France Asim Iftikhar
Ahmad,

Jammu and Kashmir Demo-
cratic Forum, France, President
Mirza Asif Jarral, Chairperson of
Friends of Kashmir, Ghazala
Habib, analyst Brig (Retd) Waqar
Hassan, Kashmir Council Euro-
pean Union, Brussels, Chairman
AliRaza Syed,

Kashmir Institute of Interna-
tional Relations Chairman Altaf
Hussain Wani, Hurriyat leaders
Syed Faiz Nagshbandi and

Shamim Shawl, Jammu and Kash-
mir Democratic Forum, France,
Vice President Abdul Hameed
Lone, Jammu and Kashmir Self
Determination Movement Inter-
national Chairman Raja Najabat
Hussain, former member of Na-
tional Assembly Samia Raheel
Quzi
resident of Youth Council
Pakistan Shahzad Khan and Dr
Shugafia Ashraf.
‘Ambassador Asim Iftikharad-
dressing the seminar said
Pakistan's unwavering support to
the Kashmiri peoplewill continue
and will strongly highlight the
case of Kashmirin every forum of
the world. He thanked all the
tinguished guests for their partic
pation in the webinar. Mirza Asif
Jarral on the occasion said
Kashmiri peopleobserve October
27 as Black Day on both sides of

the Line of Control and the world
over to denounce the illegal oc-
cupation of their motherland by
India. He said on October27, 1947,
India attacked Jammu and Kash-
miragainst the will of the Kashmiri
people and illegally occupied it.
Since that day, such a period of
human rights violations started
that Kashmiris have been com-
pletely deprived of their basic
human rights, he adde
He said India has deprived

the people of Jammu and Kashmir
of their birthright, the right to self-
determination and has violated UN
Security Council resolutions to
hold a referendum in Jammu and

Kashmir. Hurriyat leaders Altaf
Hussain Wani, Syed Faiz
Nagshbandi, Shamim Shawl,
Abdul Hameed Lone, Ghazala
Habib, AliRaza Syed, Raja Najabat
Hussain

ISLAMABAD: Activists of All Party Hurriyat Conference in Islamabad under the auspices of Azad

lJammu and Kash

and Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Cell protest demonstration outside the

United Nations Military Observer Group on the occasion of October 27 Black Day.

2
ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for i
ister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

on the Caretaker Prime Mi

Pesco Dera Circle recovers over
Rs515m dues

DI KHAN (INP): The Pesco
Dera Circle has recovered a total
of Rs 515 million of its dues dur-
ing the ongoing drive started on
September 13, says Superinten-
dent Engincer Sardar Islam Khan
Gandapur.

Talking to media persons on
Friday, the Superintendent Engi-
neer said that the crackdown
against the “Kunda mafia and re-
covery of dues against defaulters
weremoving ahead with concrete
results at the Pesco Dera Circle’s

be
in line with the directives of the

government.

He said that Pesco was a na-
tional asset and appealed to
people to ensure timely deposit
of dues and monthly bills in order
to overcome the issue of load
shedding and strengthen the
company.

Giving details, he said 1,945
illegal connections were removed,
889 cases against electricity
thieves had been registered, and
346 electricity thieves were appre-
hended.

He mentioned that dueto the
non-payment of Rs 570 outstand-
ing by the consumers, 329 trans-

formers had been disconnected in
different areas.

Out of these outstanding
dues, Rs 130 million were solely
related to tribal textile mills, which
have now been closed down due
to non-payment. Due to more than
80% losses, Pesco Dera Circle’s
11 feeders have also been discon-
nected from the grid.

Sardar Islam Khan Gandapur
stated that cases have been filed
against electricity thieves, impos-
ing aRs 325 million fine. He said
Rs 2,260,507 had been recovered
in penalties from these electricity
thieves.

Anti-India demon held in Islamabad

Gilgiti, Afsar Khan, PML-N leader

ISLAMABAD (INP): An anti-In-
dia protest demonstration was
held outside the office of the
United Nations Military Observ-
ers Group in India and Pakistan
(UNMOGIP) in Islamabad on the
occasion of Black Day, today.
The protest demonstration
was jointly organized by All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference Azad
Jammu and Kashmir chapter and
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Cell.
Senior leader of APHC-AJK
chapter, Ghulam Muhammad Safi,
led the demonstration while Azad
Jammu and Kashmir Minister

Sardar Muhammad Siddique,
Nisar Mirza, Sardar Abdul Majeed,
Sardar Sajid Mehmood, Sardar
Azeem Sarwar, Sardar Na|ccbul
Ghafoor Khan, Inam-
Kashmiri, Raja Rashid Raza and
Hakeem Nadeem Qadri spoke on
the occasion.

Ahmad Raza Qadri said that
on October27, 1947, India illegally
and immorally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir b;
in Srinagar against the wishes of
the Kashmiri people. This action
of the Indian govemment, he said,
was a violation of the Partition

example of Indian state ters
and the increasing violent
the Indian troops in the territory
are a result of the immunity they
enjoy under the black laws. He
said India, by issuing domicile
certificates to the non-Kashmiris
in the occupied territory, is con-
spiring to convert the Muslim
majority into a minority but the
Kashmiri people will never let it
succeed in its nefarious ambitions.
Ghulam Muhammad Safi
urged the United Nations and the
international community to take
notice of Indian atrocities in [OJK
and play a role in resolving the

Ahmed Raza Qadri
participated in it APHC-AJK lead-
ers, Syed Yusuf Naseem, Sheikh
Abdul Mateen, Dawood Khan
Yousafzai, Raja Shaheen, Syed
Gulshan Iqbal, Shaukat Butt, En-
gincer Hamza Mehboob, Zahid
Ashraf, Mchtab Ashr:

of Liberation Call Sarwar Hussain

Plan of the sub Two-
Nation Theory, all domestic and
international laws and principles
besides violation of the wishes of
the Kashmiri people.

Senior Hurriyat leader
Ghulam Mubamnad Safisid the
killing of Kashi n occupied
Jaminu and Kashmir  the worat
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'A: Caretaker provincial minister for information Jan Achakzai addressing on the occasion o

Kashmir disy ding to the
United Nations resolutions.

At the end of the protest, a
memorandum was submitted to the
UN Military Observer Group, con-
demning the Indian atrocities in
the occupied territory and de-
manding the implementation of
the UN resolutions.

Special event held to celebrate 100th anni-
versary of Republic of Turkiye

ISLAMABAD (INP): To celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the Re-
public of Turkiye, a special event
was organized at Pakistan Em-
bassy. Ambassador of Pakistan
to Turkiye Dr. Yousaf Junaid
hosted Turkish dignitaries includ-
ing Governor Ankara Vasip Sahin
, Ankara Mayor Mansur Yavas,
MP Ali Sahin, MP Burhan
Kayaturk, MP Mehmet Emin
Simsek , MP Mustafa Kaya, MP
Muhammet Mufit Aydin, MP
Adurrahim Dusak, Mehmet
Mehdi Eker Former Minister of
Food and Agriculture, Rector
Ostim University Murat Yulek,
President SDE Guray Alpar, Presi-
dent ANKASAM Prof Mehmet
Seyfettin Erol, former Turkish am-
bassadors to Pakistan Rauf Engin
Soysal, Mustafa Yurdakul, DDG
TRT Omer Faruk Tanriverdi and
dignitaries from academia, busi-
ness and media at a traditional
Pakistani brunch. Speaking on the
occasion, Chairman Pakistan
Turkiye Parliamentary Friendship
Group Ali Sahin stated that Paki-
stan Turkiye relations are a gift
from Allah Almighty for the
peoples of both countries.
These centuries old brotherly
and strategic relations are not

only a source of mutual strength
but also serve as an anchor for
regional stability under the direc-
tion and vision of the leaderships
of both countries.

Ankara Mayor Mansur
Yavas underscored that Pakistan
Turkiye enjoy deep rooted histori-
cal, cultural and brotherly ties and
this friendship would grow stron-
ger in the years to come, base
on our shared values and mutual
interests. In his remarks, Gover-
nor Ankara Vasip Sahin stated
that Pakistan and Turkiye relations
are exemplary as both countries
have always stood together in
times of need and have consis-
tently supported cach other on
regional and global platforms.

While congratulating the
Turkish nation in his closing re-

marks, Ambassador Dr Yousaf

Junaid paid rich tribute to
Turkiye’s founder Ghazi Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk’s leadership in war
of liberation and subsequent
founding of Republic. He further
stated that the centenary of the
Republic is a testament (0 the un-
wavering commitment and vision
of the Turkish leadership and
people, who have worked tire-
lessly to build a prosperous and

democratic nation despite serious
challenges.

The ambassador also_ high-
lighted that under the visionary
leadership of President H.E Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, Turkiye’s
progress and  development
achieved new heights and Turkiye
emerged as a strong prosperous
country in the comity of nation

The ambassador unde:
scored that this is a mutual cel-
ebration of Turkiye’s remarkable
journey and achievements over
the past century. Highlighting
glorious Pakistan Turkiye bilateral
relations, the ambassador reiter-
ated that *One Nat tates’
best describe the fralemal Paki-
stan Turkiye relationship,
founded on common religious ,
cultural and linguistic affinities
and a shared history.

He underscored that these
exemplary fraternal tics, have no
match in the world in terms of
warmth, depth and unanimity of
views. These relations trace their
roots in the centuries old people
to people relations and common
views reflected in the poetry of
Allama Muhammad Igbal and
Mehmet Akif Ersoy, the national
poets of the two countries.




