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Khetran, Dumar, Luni, Lehri,

QUETTA: A significant devel-
opment is underway in Balochistan’s
political landscape as a group of in-
fluential figures, including nearly a
dozenelectables from the former rul-
ing

Balochistan Awami Party

Uthmankhail Likely To Join PML N

(BAP) and other political groups, are
reportedly on the brink of joining the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) in the province.

Former provincial ministers from
BAP, such as Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran,

Noor Muhammad Dumar, Sardar
Masood Luni, Toor Uthmankhail, and
Dr. Rubaba Buledi, met with the
former Speaker of the National As-
sembly,

SardarAyaz Sadig, in Quetta on
Thursday night.

General Elections On Feb 8,
2024 Across The Country

Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan has an-
nounced to hold the general elections
on February 8, 2024 across the coun-
try.

The electoral body’s counsel,
Sajee] Swati, said the process of draw-
ing constituencies would be completed
by Jan 29 paving the way for polls.

He made this revelation as the apex
court resumed hearing a set of peti-
tions calling for holding elections
within 90 days after the dissolution of
the National Assembly and the provin-
cial legislatures.

A three-judge bench comprising
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi
Faez Isa, Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan
and Justice Athar Minallah took up the
pleas moved by the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA), the PTI, Munir
Ahmad and Ibad-ur-Rehman.

He directed Attorney General for
Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor Usman Awan
to arrange the meeting, provide Alvi
with the court order and be available
to render assistance.

“We expect that the matter of ap-

ointinga date for holding general elec-
tions shall be settled, and this court will
be informed tomorrow (Nov 3),” Jus-
tice Isa added.

The order was issued after a three-
judge bench comprising the CJP, Jus-

tice Amin-ud-Din Khan and Justice
Athar Minallah heard a set of petitions
calling for holding elections within 90
days after the dissolution of the Na-
tional Assembly and the provincial leg-
islatures.

At the previous hearing, the court
had issued notices to the election com-
mission and the federal government for
their input on polls within 90 days.

During today’s hearing, Justice Isa
sought a clear stance from the elec-
toral body on polls to which the ECP
lawyer said there was a 54-day sched-
ule after the delimitation process.

“All arrangements including the
drawing of constituencies will be com-
pleted by Jan 29,” Sajeel Swati said,
adding that the final list of constituen-
cies will be published on Dec 5.

CM Balochistan Directs Police To Ensure
Respect Of Every Illegal Immigrant

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Caretaker Chief Minister
of Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki, paid a visit to the Data Command

and Control Center in Quetta. This visit
showcased his commitment to ensuring
security and effective management in the
region. During his visit, he was briefed
about various measures being taken to
maintain law and order, particularly in
border areas.

Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki ex-
pressed his satisfaction with the strate-
gic efforts of the police in handling the
process of returning illegal immigrants.
He emphasized the importance of ensur-
ing the well-being of women, children,
and young people throughout the entire
process and providing them with neces-
sary support.

Computerized FIRA
Vital Step

One notable highlight of the discus-
sion was the role of technology in en-
hancing the province’s crime prevention
mechanisms. The implementation of a
computerized FIR (First Information Re-
port) system, replacing the manual pro-
cess, was discussed as a vital step to-
wards delivering justice to victims more
cfficiently.

The Caretaker Chief Minister ap-

plauded the commendable record-keep-
ing system that ensures up-to-date
formation, contributing to effective law

L]
enforcement. He also took a moment to
pay tribute to the brave martyrs of the
Balochistan Police, who have tirelessly
worked alongside other security forces
to restore peace in the region.

Resources and equipment
Be Provided To the Police

Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki
pledged to provide the necessary re-
sources to modernize and equip the po-
lice with the tools and technology re-
quired to meet contemporary security
challenges.

The dedication of the Balochistan
Police and their sacrifices in the pursuit
of peace were recognized and appreci-
ated. The police personnel from Dua’s
Police Chalk and Choband squad saluted
the Caretaker Chief Ministerin a show of
respect and appreciation.

Accompanying the Chief Minister
during this visit was the Caretaker Inte-
rior Minister, Mir Zubair Khan Jamali,
Additional Chief Secretary Interior Zahid
Saleem, and other high-ranking officials,
signifying the collective commitment to
ensuring security and peace in the
Balochistan region.

Finance minister briefs IMF mis-
sion on govt’s measures to ‘improve
economic situation’

ISLAMABAD: The finance ministry
said on Thursday that interim Finance
Minister Shamshad Akhtar briefed the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) mis-
sion visiting Pakistan on the steps being
taken by the government to “improve the
economic situation”.

The IMF delegation is visiting Paki-
stan to review progress on targets set in
a $3 billion programme approved in July
this year to bail out the struggling
economy.

The IMF executive board had ap-
proved the much-needed nine-month
standby arrangement (SBA) with Paki-
stan “to support its cconomic
stabilisation programme”. The approval
had allowed for an immediate disburse-
ment of $1.2bn, with the rest to be phased
over the programme’s duration — sub-
ject to two quarterly reviews.

Ifthe second quarterly review s suc-
cessful, it will allow for the release of the
second tranche worth $710 million.

A statement issued by the Ministry

of Finance said that the finance minister
welcomed the delegation and shared
progress on the SBA.

““The minister briefed the mission on
fiscal measures being taken by the gov-
ernment to improve the economic situa-

tion,” the statement said.

It added that the meeting also in-
cluded discussions on comprehensive
reforms and measures undertaken by the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and the
government’s strategies to address the
circular debt issue. NEWS DESK

Growers Block Highways in Balochistan
Against Power Outages

QUETTA: Growers blocked all main
highways across Balochistan against un-
announced and prolonged load shed-
ding on Thursday morning.

The members of the Balochistan
Zamindar Action Committee blocked
highways and staged protest demonsira-
tions against power outages.

“Growers have suffered huge finan-
cial losses because of power outages”,
Haji Abdul Rehman Bazai, the leader of
the Zamindar Action Committee said.

He said despite repeated assurances,
the Quetta Electric Supply Company
(QESCO) had failed to ensure uninter-
rupted power supply to the growers com-
munity in Balochistan.

‘Women, Children, Pa-
tients Suffered

Passengers traveling on highways
remained the worst sufferers as a result
of the blockade. Especially, women, chil-
dren, patients, and aged passengers
faced a lot of difficulties because of the
blockade.

They were forced to wait for hours
for the reopening of the highways.

The growers blocked highways at

themain Lak Pass, suspending traffic be-
tween Quetta and Karachi.

They also blocked the Quetta-
Chaman highway at Syed Hameed Cross
in the Killa Abdullah district to vent their
anger against the QESCO authorities.

Growers Claim Power Out-
ages Causing Financial Loss

Manan Mandokhail:

“We want the proper power supply
to save our orchards and standing
crops”, Malik Naseer Ahmed Shahwani,
another Zamindar Action Committee
leader demanded. He said the growers’
community had suffered financial losses
of billions of rupees because of the pro-
longed and unannounced load shedding
in Balochistan.

Long queues of vehicles were wit-
nessed on all highways because of the
growers’ community’s protes

However, no untoward incident was
reported from any part of the province
on the eve of the protest.

ve Rs. 4i7 bs Out-
standing Against Agri
Consumers: QESCO

The QESCO officials however stated
there were outstanding of Rs.417 billion
against the growers across Balochistan.
They claimed that despite repeated no-
tices, the agriculture consumers were re-
luctant to pay their bills.

‘The growers then reopencd all high-
ways in view of masses troubles on
Thursday evening and the traffic was
restored.

UN experts say time ‘running out to prevent
gen0c1de in Gaza

GAZA: French Defence Minister
Sebastien Lecornu has said that Leba-
non “doesn’tneed a war” with Isracl and
warned against a regional escalation, AFP
reports.

Lebanon’s southern border has
seen near-daily exchanges of fire, mainly
between Isracland Hamas ally Hezbollah,
since October 7.

“Lebanon doesn’tneed awar, that’s
the least we can say,” Lecornu said dur-
ing a visit to French peacekeepers in the
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL).

Such a war “could have major esca-
latory effects on the whole region,” he
added.

UK’s responsibility to correct “his-
toric injustice’ of Balfour Declaration:
Palestinian ambassador

Palestinian Ambassador to the
United ngdom Husam Zomlot has said
it is the UK’'s responsibility to “correct
the historic injustice” of the Balfour Dec-
laration that paved the way for Israel’s
existence.

“The ongoing campaign of mass
‘murder against our people in Gazaand all
over Palestine is a stark reminder of the
catastrophic consequences of that dec-
laration,” he said.

Zomlot also demanded that the UK
“demand an immediate end to Israel’s
aggression, recognise the State of Pales-
tine and collect international support to
onceand forallend Israel’s occupation™.

Blinken to talk to Israelon ‘concrete
steps’ to minimise civilian harm

US Secretary of State Antony

. St

Blinken has said that he would ask Isracl
to take “concrete steps” to minimise harm
to civilians in Gaza as he left on a crisis
trip to the Middle East, AFP reports.

“When I see a Palestinian child — a
boy, a girl pulled from the rubble of a col-
lapsed building — that hits me in the gut
as much as seeing a child in Israel or any-
where else,” Blinken told reporters at
Andrews Air Force Base as he flew out.
“So this is something that we have an
obligation to respond to, and we will.”

“We will be talking about concrete
steps that can and should be taken to
‘minimize harm to men, women, and chil-
dren in Gaza,” Blinken said.

But in line with a subtle shift in tone
by President Joe Biden, Blinken
emphasised sorrow over the killings of
Palestinians which have outraged much
of the Arab world. Israel army hits

Lebanon’s Hezbollah with broad assault’
The Israeli military said it targeted
Lebanon’s Hezbollah with a “broad as-

sault”, as the militant group said it had
attacked 19 Israeli positions simulta-
neously, AFP reports. Isracli “warplanes
and helicopters attacked in recent hours
targets of the Hezbollah terror
organisation in responseto fire from Leba-
nese territory earlier today, together with
attacks with artillery and tank fire,” an
Israeli military statement said. Gaza health
‘ministry says 27 killed in Israclstrike near
UN school The Gaza health ministry has
saud at least 27 people were killed in an
Israeli strike near a UN school in the
Jabalia refugee camp, AFP reports. “The
bodies of 27 martyrs were recovered and
alarge number of wounded,” said minis-
try spokesman Ashraf al-Qudra.NEWS
DESK




EDITORIAL
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Lost potential: Exploring the plight of

out of school children in Balochistan
Editorial:

Despite the allocation of more than 90 billion rupees for the education
sector in the budget for the year 2023-24, still more than 2 million chil-
dren are out of school in Balochistan. Much has been said and re-

Climate Tides and Raising Injustices: The Climate-
Gender Violence Nexus in Balochistan

Chandni Kakar:

Throughout history,
crisis situations, be they
wars, natural disasters,
or extreme economic

and a rising tide of GBV
are not isolated in-
stances of social trauma
but deeply intermingled
phenomena in

ure swelled to 4082, il-
lustrating a staggering
increase of nearly 9%.
Digging deeper re-
veals an uncanny co-

downturns, i
unmask the ugly face of
social inequality.
Among the differ-
ent types of incquality,

Official reports
show a disturbing trend
157 cases of domestic
violence werereported in

peated promises have been made by never-
theless, the number of out-of- school chlldren has grown The alarming
rise of out-of-school children means the potential of a generation is lost
and the future of out-of-school children is at stake.

The number of enrolled students in govemment schools is 1,119,925,
the report mentioned. The students studying in private schools are in
addition to this. However, no data about the private schools’ enrollment
is available.

Balochistan’s Silent Crisis

The province has not conducted any survey to assess the learning

d violence
(GBV), often considered
a shadow pandemic, re-
grettably seizes these
crisis situations as a
breeding ground, lever-
aging emotions of fear
and uncertainty.
Strikingly, in the
windswept terrains of

quality of students studying in over 15,000 go Tun primary,
middle and high schools across Balochistan. As per a confidential re-
port obtained by Daily Quetta Voice, still over 2 mullion children are out
of school. It has been evident that the law and order situation always
overshadows the education issue.

Caretaker Education Minister Balochistan, Qadir Bakhsh Baloch
revealed that there was no toilet facility in 5716 government-run schools
of the province. Such data has been repeatedly shared by every new
education minister.

Enough is enough, the rulers must go beyond statements and trans-
late their words into action.

Breaking the chains of illiteracy

The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46 percent as per statistics ob-
tained from the education department with 61 percent male and 29
percent female. If our g and policymakers are c: itted to
breaking the chains of illiteracy, then, they have to make sure the en-
rollment of every child in school and every teacher in class. This strat-
egy offers the panacea to this alarming problem.

Children of Balochistan also deserve better and the goxemmen(
must launch a practical to enroll all out
children in the province. Otherwise, the impact of out-of-school chil-
dren is huge for the country and nation.

A grim future

Tania Saeed:

T 5 recent decision o IM€Tim interior minister ~cratic nature of access
spoke about the next and admission to
the interim government ~stages of refugee repa- schools, despite every
to deport all “illegal im-  triation, where inthe first ~ child having the consti-
migrants’ from Pakistan phase, ‘illegal immi- tutional right to an edu-
after Nov | has createda grants’ would be de- cation, PoR cards are of-
humanitarian crisis for ported, while the second ten not recognised by
refugees and asylum and third phases would school administrators
seekers, in particular for see the repatriation of ~outside refugee villages,
Afghan refugees. Afghan Citizen Card in cities like Lahore for
Going by UN fig- holders and PoR card cxample. With the sup-
ures, nearly 1.3 million holders. This decision port of NGO schools,
Afghan refugees with has even greater impli- students who are en-
Proof of Registration cations for refugee chil- rolled will eventually
(PoR) cards,and another ~ dren. The Afghan refu- reach a similar burcau-
880,000 have the legal ~gee community has lived  cratic obstacle during
tight to remain in Paki- in this country for more board exams — getting
stan, while 1.73m, ac- than four decades, with their ~PoR  cards
cording to the interior generations calling Paki- recognised yet again.
minister, are ‘unregis- stan their home. They Despite these bureau-
tered” and “illegally’ Tiv- have experienced xeno- cratic hurdles, Afghan
ing in the country. phobia and have been refugee parents are com-
What the interim scapegoated for terror- mitted to education for
government fails to ac- ist attacks. They have their children. In refugee
knowledgeis thatthis ‘il- limited rights, but they villages, a decision by
legal’ category includes have also built commu- the UNHCR and the Pa-
families who have ap- nities and friendships.  kistan government was
plied for legal status, According to made to introduce the
(hosewm(mg forvisas to  UNHCR, the UN refugee local curriculum in 2018.
third countries, those agency, in 2022, “more To understand this tran-
with expired PoR cards than half(52percent) of sition, I met parents,
but no recourse for re- the registered refugee teachers and students in
newal, and many who population” were chil- schools in a refugee vil-
have escaped persecu- dren with 15pc four lage in Balochistan when
tion after the Taliban re-  years or younger. Sev-  this change was being in-
turned to power in Af- enty-six percentinclude troduced. Their main
ghanistan. women, children and concern was that with-
Despite the recent older individuals. Similar out the guarantee of a
claim that the govern- trends may also exist future in Pakistan, this
ment s targeting all ‘ille-  among the ‘illegal’ Af- transition to a local cur-
gal immigrants”, the on- ghan immigrants. riculum would only breed
going crackdown has Inmy workas aso- more uncertainty. They
focused primarily on Af- ~ ciologist of education, I had witnessed familics
ghan refugees. Even have met refugee stu- who were forced to repa-
those who have the le- dents, their families and ~triate to Afghanistan,
gal right to stay in Paki- teachers who despite in-  despite the official policy
stan are being targeted. numerable difficult of voluntary repatriation,
Inarecent interview —are committed to educa- and the problems those
onalocal TV channel, the ~ tion. Due to the bureau-  students faced.

amenacing
overlap of climate
change and GBV rises
like a monstrous specter,
particularly in the flood”
prone areas.
Catastrophic
Climatic Events
and GBV-
Mysterious
Puppets on the
Same String

Here’s the curious
case: aggravated climate
change, leading to in-
creased flood events,

in2022, with
35 individuals being
killed on the pretext of
Karo Kari, half of whom
were women, and 40
womenbecoming victims
of sexual abuse.
Before this, in
2021, the num-
ber of reported
cases of domes-
tic violence was
127, with 30
women being
victims of sexual
violence.

In 2021, according
to the Balochistan
Gender-Based-Vio-
lence Case Manage-
ment System, close to
3726 cases of GBV were
reported.

The following
year, in 2022, this fig-

An upward trend
in extreme climate
events in the same
timeline correlates
with this rise, painting
achilling picture.
This correlation
isn’t incidental but
consequential,
nexus amplified by the
continuous environ-
mental changes and
socio-economic fall-
out they induce.
Climate Change
in Balochistan:
More Than Just
an Environmen-
tal Issue

Climate change in
Balochistan isn’t calm-
ing down, like a seem-
ingly ceaseless sand-
storm it obliterates ways
of life.

In July 2022, un-
precedented torrential
rains in Quetta led to
submerged communi-
ties, damaged infrastruc-
ture, and homeless fami-

®

lies. Similarly,
Nascerabad  faced
daunting floods in Au-
gust, with farmlands, the
vital backbone of their
cconomy, laid to waste.
This  consistent
harsh climate rattles the
socio-cconomic bal-
ance, wherewomen, due
to systemic patriarchy
and gender biases, bear
the heavy toll. Societal
roles designate farming,
household work, and
gathering waterand fire-
wood as feminine duties,
allof which become per-
ilous with fluctuating cli-
‘matic conditions.
Recent Case:
An Appalling
Tale from
Naseerabad

Consider the heart-
wrenching drama that
unfolded in Naseerabad.
Amidst the devastating
floods, several women
and girls reported being
victims of horrific vio-
lence when they went
out to collect cléan wa-
ter or seek shelter.

A specific case that
sounds alarm bells was
that of a seventeen-year-
old girl, who, secking

refuge during the floods,
was brutally assaulted.

The Future:

Deciphering

the Complex
Jigsaw Puzzle

So, how do the con-
voluted cogs of climate
change and GBV work in
unison?

‘A deeper scrutiny sug-
gests, that with rising envi-
ronmental _ instability,
‘women are forced into vul.
nerable situations, escalat-
ing GBV rates. Addition-
ally, the diversion of re-
sources and law enforce-
ment focus to disaster re-
lief further aggravates these
incidences.

The growing climate
crisis in Balochistan is more
than an environmental prob-
lem. Itis a socio-economic
menace, a catalyst for gen-
der-based violence, and a
glaring testament to the in-
tricate relationship between
humanity and Mother
Earth. Amulti-faceted af
proach that intertwines cli-
mate strategy with gender
justice is the need of the
hour. The time is ripe to
refine our lenses. Climate
change comes notjust with
roaring winds but also with
silent whispers of rising in-
justice against vulnerable
sections of society.

Building absorptive capacity

By Ali Taugeer Sheikh:

PAKIS TAN has been

less than successful in
accessing international
climate finance, and
even less in implement-
ing the approved
projects in a timely or ef-
fective manner. Most
projects at the na--tional
and provincial levels
face inordinate delays,
underspends, cost over-
runs, extensions,
repurposing, or even
cancellations, Abso;

tive capacity is not just
the ability to spend, but
also to use the new
knowledge gcncmlcd by
the projects to enhance
uumdpmlny to system-
atically respond 1o cli-
mate and sustainable
development challenges.

‘We have habitually
‘moved from one project
to another, and one
policy document to an-
other without always re-
flecting on the value of
our experience, new
learning, assimilating
and applying it to build
our human and institu-
tional competencies. In
reality, each project can
serve as a building block
for subsequent inter-
ventions based on new
knowledge, research,
and practice.

This is how our ab-
sorptive capacity is en-
hanced and evidence-
based policies are simul-
taneously strengthened.
It can be argued that in-
stead of seeking new
projects and finances in
an ad hoc manner, it will
be farmore useful to sys-
tematically build upon
earlier project interven-
tions, commitments, and

the recommendations of
technical studies. Com-
pleting the incomplete
loops willstrengthen our
absorptive capacity and
climate resilience, and
also bring greater ac-
countability and trans-
parency.

Here are three in-
complete loops that, if
completed, can provide
opportunities to build up
the absorptive capacity
for managing climate
risks. Transition of clean
development mecha-
nisms to the Paris Agree-
ment: IfPakistan registers
cligible CDM projects
under the Article 6.4
mechanism, the Certified
Emission Reductions can
be used to fulfil its obli-
gations under the Nation-
ally Determined Contri-
butions. It is a narrowing
window in the Paris
Agreement that will close
on Dec 31. In addition to
the CERs needed for
NDC implementation,
this transition is neces-
sary to revive interna-
tional investors’ confi-
dence in Pakistan

Itis worth mention-
ing that the Paris Agree-
ment has introduced a
Sustainable Mitigation
Mechanism with the dual
aim of contributing to
greenhouse gas mitiga-
tion and promoting sus-
tainable development.

The SMM has a
stronger political man-
date than CDMs to en-
sure that development
i arereal, measur-
d long-term. Paki-
stan is already receiving
carbon credit income
through 18 approved
CDMs. It has 76 ap-

proved projects of which
36 are registered under
the Kyoto Protocol, ex-
pected to offset 3.79
metric tons of carbon di-
oxide equivalent per
year. Since most CDM
projects in Pakistan are
in the energy sector,
there is headroom to re-
cast them for other fi-
nancing options.
Preparing for Na-
tionally Appropriate
Mitigation Actions: Pa-
kistan has only secured
three projects since the
NAMA facility became
operational a decade

=
@

0.
They focus on a
ition to energy-ef-
ficient lighting and
decarbonising textile
‘manufacturing.

These projects
have set a track to adopt
an ambitious but sys-
tematic approach, par-
ticularly since the facil-
ity is mostly funded by
Pakistan’s major trading
partners including the
UK and Germany.

We have a shared
interest with them in in-
creasing trade and re-
ducing emissions in en-
ergy, particularly in the
manufacturing, con-
struction and transpor-
tation sectors — the
highest sources of
Pakistan’s carbon emis-
sions, according to our
national carbon inven-
tory. Conceived and de-
veloped in partnership
with the private sector,
additional  NAMA
projects can help us re-
duce production costs to
become competitive.
Gearing up for emissions
trading: A carbon gold

rush has attracted ‘car-
bon cowboys’ who are
scouting the country to
lock private landholders,
provincial governments,
and private-sector enti-
ties into long-term con-
cessions. Voluntary car-
bon markets (VCM), un-
less managed and regu-
lated judiciously, offer
attractive possibilities
for fortune hunters. Per-
haps the most credible
exercise in Pakistan was
under a Reducing Emis-
sions from Deforestation
and forest Degradation
(REDD+) project that
began almost a decade
ago with a readiness
grant by the World Bank.

A baseline for forest
emission levels was
completed but the devel-
opment of MRV (mea-
surement, reporting and
venl‘wauon) mecha-
nisms has fallen behind.
Its realisation could help
unlock performance-
based payments from re-
duced emissions. Some
estimates have sug-
gested that Pakistan
could annually carn
$94.74 million to $315.8m.

The extentof finan-
cial benefit will, however,
hinge on the availability
of funding from REDD+
financing mechanisms
including the Green Cli-
‘mate Fund.

This, regrettably, is
not the only story where
ambition diminished af-
ter securing the readi-
ness grant. Another in-
stance of thin absorp-
tive ity was the
UNFCCC support for the
Collaborative Instru-
ments for Ambitious Cli-
mate Action to identify

policy options for the
development of concrete
proposals for the design,
developmentand rollout
of instruments. The
study recommended
that, instead of carbon
taxes, Pakistan work to
create a domestic emis-
sions trading system
(ETS) for introducing
carbon pricing.

The recommenda-
tions are languishing
while such markets are
springing up fast in the
developing world.

The result? We
have created a free-for-
all policy environment,
instead of completing the
incomplete loops on
which carbon trading
would hinge. In the ab-
sence of national poli-
cies, the provinces have
begun to chart their own
ways.

Sindh has signed a
secretive long-term con-
cession on the Indus
delta mangroves.

At Jeast four wind
power plant projects are
advancing in Jhimpir,
Thatta and Jamshoro,
totalling about 300MW
and collectively promis-
ing emission reduction
by 454,137 tonnes CO2e/
year, ironically without a
national registry where
the emissions reduced
could be recorded. KP
has, likewise, started de-
veloping its own VCM
projects ,iupclmc and a
provincial VCM frame-
work. All this, while the
country awaits a formal
policy on carbon trad-
ing, carbon taxes, setting
up a domestic ETS, or a
national registry and a
robust MRV system.

The Arab inaction

By Zahid Hussain:

: talmilitary power, in fact, presence in the region,
Wit e ongoing {ficatens the entire re. ﬁeigmening the dagngcr
genocide of the Palestin-  gion. of an American-backed
fan people in the Gaza The theatre of con- Israeli invasion turning
Strip, public opinion flict is expanding with into a wider conflagra-
around the world is turn-  the Israeli bombing of tion. That will not only
ing against the Isracliin- Lebanon and Syria and ~have implications for the
vasion. While protest theextension of military Middle East, it will also
rallies are sweeping action to the West Bank. impact global geopoli-
across the globe, West- tics.
ern countries have re- Despite incessant The ongoing Isracli
mained steadfast in their Israeli bombingoverthe war has compounded
backing for Israel’s war last few weeks, which the predicament of the
crimes. has reduced a large part  Arab countries, some of
Ignoring calls to of Gaza to rubble, the whom had made peace
obey the laws of war, Is-  Palestinian resistance with Israel. Initially, the
racli jets hit the Jabalia has not been crushed. response of most of
refugee camp on Tues- The Isracli prime minis- these countries was
day, massacring dozens ter has warned that the guarded, and they
of civilians sheltered warin Gazawillbeapro- avoided direct condem-

there. The relentless Is-  tracted one. nation of the Isracli ag-
racli bombings have Itisalready perhaps ~ gression.
killed over8,000 Palestin-  the longest war Isracl It was not surpris-

ians, mostly women and has fought since it be- ing, given their receding
children, but the USand  came a state. It has also support for the Palestin-
some of its Western al- exposed the vulnerabil- ian struggle against oc-
lies are still not willing to ity of the Zionist state, cupation and their move
call for a ceasefire. notwithstanding its to normalise relations
Now, with the Israeli - massive military power. with the Zionist state
ground invasion of Gaza Even the complete de- despite its policy of ex-
underway, an already struction of the Gaza pansionism and apart-
catastrophic situation in  Strip would not make heid.
the occupied territory is  this colonial power se- But with public out-
worsening. It is not just ~ cure. rage at the massacre of
an unfolding humanitar- Meanwhile, the US  the Palestinian popula-
ian crisis; the use of bru-  has increased its military ~ tion rising athome, these

govemments have come
under intense pressure,
causing some tangible
shift in stance. The Is-
racli strike on a hospital
in Gaza, which killed
hundreds of people, has
particularly heightened
tensions, forcing Arab
states to cancel their
summit meeting with
President Joe Biden in
Amman,

‘The American presi-
dent was then visiting
Israel to show solidarity
with its leaders over the
Oct 7 attack by Hamas
that killed hundreds of
Isracli soldiers and civil-
ians. There, he justified
Israel’s massive military
response  as
country’s ‘right to de-
fend itself”.

No step has been
taken by Israel thus far
to stop its invasion.
There is not even any
move by the Arab coun-
tries to suspend diplo-
matic relations with Is-
rael, which is the least
they could have done to
increase the pressure on
that country.
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‘Death’s dominion

ByF.S. Aijazuddin:

Axvore hoping to

understand Pakist-ani
politics needs to believe
implicitly in miracles. He
must admit that resurrec-
tions can occur and
could happen again, and
that a sea of adversity
was parted once and
would divide itself again.
The return of Mian
Nawaz ~ Sharif to
Paki-s--tan on Oct 21 is
nothing  short  of
miraculo-us. Every legal
obstruction is being re-
moved from his path,
hinting at neo-divine in-
tervention.

To his PML-N fol-
lowers, Nawaz Sharif is
akin to a modern Moses
promising to lead them
into a Promised Land,
with his brother Aaron by
his side. A Jewish rabbi
identified the differences
between the two broth-
ers as: “Aaron comforted
the people. He spoke
soothingly. He was the
calm in the wake of the
storm. Moses, by con-
trast, was the thunder
within it.””

Those with a pen-
chant for parallels will
notice how neatly these
cloaks fit the brothers —
Nawaz, aman with a mis-
sion, if only to clear his
name; Shahbaz the am-
bitious surrogate, the
conciliator prepared to
make peace even with a
pharaoh.

Both will need to
navigate a course care-
fully through the fore-
secable turmoil leading
up to the next elections
and, more critically, the
predictablemayhem that
will follow the declara-
tion of results, when-
ever.

Before previous
elections, the PML-N
team studied Theodore
White’s analysis of the
US presidential elec-
tions: The Making of the
President 1960 (1961),
and its sequels on the
1964, 1968 and 1972
jousts. From them, the
PML-N culled a strategy
of focusing on marginal
constituencies. Safe
seats were already in the
bag. It was the unde-

cided who needed PML-
N’s help to make up their
minds for them,

Today, one is not
aware of a similar tacti-
cal plan developed by
any of the political par-
ties. They are relying on
the broad blunderbuss
approach to the more
specific precision of the
rifle. The elections of
December 1970 have
been touted as the high-
water-mark of “free and
fair” polls. After its wa-
ters had subsided,
though, the resultant
bedlam led to vivisection
of a single Pakistan and
the emergence of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
Mujibur Rahman as
elected supremos in its
residual West and East.

Atthetime, a victo-
rious Indira Gandhi re-
sisted the temptation to
absorb East Paki-stan
into a larger Akhand
Bharat. She had enough
Muslims within India to
contend with. Fifty years
later, the Indians and
Bang-la-deshis have
collaborated again, this

time on a newly released
film Mujib: The Making
of a Nation, an Indian-
Bangladeshi co-produc-
tion directed by Shyam
Benegal. It has been
sponsored by Mujib’s
daughter, the current PM
Sheikh Hasina.

Like Gurinder
Chadha’s eminently
watchable Viceroy’s
House (2017) — a cine-
drama recounting the
events of 1947 —
Benegal’s biopic is un-
likely to be shown in Pa-
kistan Neither
Bangladesh, nor Paki-
stan, nor India have fully
exorcised the demons in
their common past.

The crowd that
greeted Mujibur Rahman
when he stood with
Bhutto in Shalimar Gar-
dens, Lahore, during the
Islamic Sum-mitof 1974,
is in its dotage. It can
hardly remember Bhutto,
leave alone Mujib.

In 1995, a post-
apartheid South Affi
taught the world th
thartic benefitof forgive-
ness.
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Pakistani education consultancy unlocks
new opportunities to study in China

BELJING (INP): In a bid
to provide Pakistani stu-
dents with enhanced
educational opportuni-
ties, local education
consultancy firms are
actively working to un-
lock the doors for stu-
dents to study in China,
With its rich cult
heritage, world-c
universities and emerg-
ing global influence,
China has becomean at-
tractive destination for
Pakistani students seek-
ing higher education op-
tions abroad, Gwadar Pro
reported on Thursday.
Muhammad Sajjad,
founder of Hussnain
Education Consultants
Pvt Ltd, recently at-
tended the highly antici-
paled 2023 China Annual

brought together 500 in-
ternational influential
figures from the educa-
tion industry, govern-
ment officials, and ex-
perts from around the
world exchanged cut-
ting-edge ideas, innova-
tive ideas and latest prac-
tices on key issues of
common concern to the
world, such as interna-
tional talent training, in-
ternational mobility of
students, and training of
talents ~studying in
China, etc.

With the aim of pro-
ducing internationally
qualified professionals
to address the shortage
of skilled experts in Paki-
stan, Mr Sajjad works
with over 400 Chinese
umversmes He said that

Expo for
[ntcmdtmnd Coopera-
tion held recently in
Beijing.
This  significant
event, renowned for its
emphasis on fostering
global partnerships and
knowledge exchange,

and expo
provided a platform for
them to engage in mean-
ingful discussions with
Chinese and interna-
tional education stake-
holders.

“We had the chance
to exchange ideas, ex-

plore potential collabo-
rations, and strengthen
our ties with even more

diverse options to pur-
sue their desired carcer

He highlighted that

in China.” he added.
During his participa-
tion, Mr. Sajjad shared
his insights, focusing on
promoting Chinese uni-
versities as an attractive
destination for Pakistani
students seeking higher
education opportunities.
China’s rapid eco-
nomic growth and in-
creasing global influ-
ence have led to the es-
tablishment of numerous
scholarship programs
and exchange initiatives
ifically designed to
t international stu-

Another key advan-
tage of studyingin China
is the wide range of aca-
demic disciplines avail-
able. Chinese universi-
ties offer programs in
fields such as engineer-
ing, medicine, business,
computer science and
social sciences, giving
Pakistani students with

(QUETTA: PML-N Leader Sa.rdarAyaz Sadlq along with EX Senator H:
Resani addressing a press conference.

educational cooperation
between China and Paki-
stan is of paramount im-
portance as it facilitates
cultural  exchange,
knowledge transfer and
cconomic growth. Not
only does this collabora-
tion enrich students with
diverse perspectives, it
also enhances diplomatic
ties and fosters interna-
tional goodwill.
Hussnain Educa-
tion Consultants aims to
discover and nurture tal-
ented individuals in Pa-

kistan through their 1000 | ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi addressing the 26th Convocation ceremony|
Scholar (omi;*gg; of the COMSATS University.

‘medical and engineering
fields taught at the ad-
vanced level in Chinese
universities.

“We want to work
with more Chinese uni-
versities to offer a wider
choice of subjects and
‘make education more di-

Israel’s strikes on Jabalia refugee camp kill

GAZA (INP): More for-
eign nationals are prepar-
ing to leave the besieged
Gaza Strip as the
enclave’s government
said at least 195 Palestin-
ians died in Israel’s at-
tacks on the Jabalia refu-
gee camp.

Hamas media office
said that at least 195 Pal-
estinians were killed in
the two Israeli attacks on
Jabalia on Wednesday,
with 120 still missing un-
der the rubble. At least
777 more were wounded,
it said in a statement.

“Given the high
number of civilian casu-
alties & the scale of de-
struction following Is-
raeli air strikes on Jabalia
refugee camp, we have
serious concerns that
these are disproportion-
ate attacks that could
amount to war crimes,”
the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights
wrote on social media
site X

Passport holders
from Australia, Austria,

more than

Bulgaria, the Czech Re-
public, Finland, Indone-
sia, Italy, Japan, Jordan,
the United Kingdom and
the United States were
evacuated.

Gaza officials said
the Rafah border cross-
ing would reopen on
Thursday so more for-
eigners could exit. A dip-
lomatic source said some
7,500 foreign passport
holders would leave
Gaza over about two
weeks.

Pressing an offen-
sive against Hamas mili-
tants, Israel has bombed
Gaza by land, sea and air
in its campaign to wipe
out the Iran-backed Is-
lamist group after its
cross-border rampage
into southern Israel on
Oct. 7.

Israel said Hamas
gunmen killed 1,400
people, mostly civilians,
and took more than 200
hostages.

The Gaza health
ministry says at least
8,796 P in the

195 people

narrow coastal enclave,
including 3,648 children,
have been killed by Is-
raeli strikes since Oct. 7.
Explosions were
heard in the carly hours
of Thursday around the
al-Quds hospital in
densely populated Gaza
City, the Palestinian Red
Crescent said. Isracli au-
thorities had previously
warned the hospital to
evacuate immediately,
which U.N. officials said
was impossible without
endangering patients.
The Isracli military
announced the death of
an another soldier in
Gaza fighting, bringing
to 17 the number killed
since ground

Friday to voice solidar-
ity but also to reassert
the need to minimize Pal-
estinian civilian casual-
ties, his spokesperson
said.

Blinken will also
stop in Jordan, one of a
handful of Arab states to
have normalised rela-
tions with Israel. On
Wednesday Jordan with-

Shah Mehmood Qureshi shifted to
hospital as health worsens

ISLAMABAD tration appealed to Mehmood Qureshi is The first informa-
(INP): Pakistan Judge Abul Hasnat imprisoned in tion repon (FIR) was
Tehreek-e-Insaf Zul in that medi- Rawalpindi’s Adiala registered on Augu:
(PTI) and former for- cal tests have to be Jail after his arrest in 15 under the Ofﬁclal
eign minister Shah conducted of Shah cipher case. Secrets Act. It was
Mehmood Qureshi Mahmood and he Aspecial courton  registered on the com-
was shifted to hospi- should be allowed to Tuesday adjourned plaint of the Home
tal after his health de- move to the Pakistan the hearing of cipher Secretary.
teriorated in Adialajail Institute of Medical case against Pakistan Former prime
on Thursday. Sciences (PIMS) hos-  Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) minister Imran Khan
According to de- pital following thead- chairman and Vice- and former foreign
tails, Qureshi’s condi- vice of jail doctor. Chairman Shah minister Shah
tion worsened in jail, Judge Abul Mahmood Qureshi till Mehmood Qureshi
after which the jail Hasnat accepted the November 7. were nominated in the
administration sought request and allowed Judge  Abual report, while names of
permission from Judge  the former foreignmin- Hasnat Zulgarnain former principal sec-
bul Hasnat ister to be shifted to heard the case in retary Azam Khanand
Zulgamain to transfer  the hospital. Adiala Jail under the former planning minis-
him to PIMS. It is pertinent to Official Secrets Act ter Asad Umar were
The jail adminis- note that Shah 2023. also mentioned.

Govt playing key role to promote country’s
softimage effectively: Jamal Shah

ISLAMABAD and international lev- on this matter, he ture generation but
(INP): Minister for els”, Jamal Shah said added. He further ex- also promoting tourism
National Heritage & while talkingto a pri- plained that our re- atthe global level. Re-
Culture Jamal Shah vate news channel. gional languages, lit- plyingtoa question, he
Thursday said thatthe Pakistan has arichand erature, culture and art  said we will increase
interim government diverse cultural heri- defined the identity of our efforts to make
was playinga keyrole tage which can be pro- a nation and the gov- and preserve the heri-
in promoting the moted toattract maxi- ermnmenthad been tak- tage sites in the state
country’s soft image mum tourists, he said, ing measures to pro- to attract more tour-
effectively at theinter- adding, that there is a  mote them to create a ists, including improv-
national level and con-  dire need forcomplete knowledgeable, edu- ing the infrastructure
necting people of vari- mappingand categori- cated and well-in- and drama theatres.
ous countries with their  zation of cultural sites  formed society that He said the gov-
rich cultures. including those of reli-  could enjoy peaceand emment has planned

“Pakistani nation gious to ensure their prosperity. to spend all available
is hospitable and has preservation. He urged poets, resources to open
cultural values which The Federal gov- dramaand filmwriters new museums, restore
we need to highlight ernment is ready to tohighlight Pakistan’s archaeological sites
the correct image of extendall possiblesup- rich culture for not and promote its cul-
the country at national port for the provinces only educating the fu- tural heritage.

drew its from
Tel Aviv until Isracl ends
its assault on Gaza. Israel
said it regretted Jordan’s
decision.
In Jordan, Blinken
will underscore the im-
portance of protecting
civilian lives and reiter-
atea US.
to en-

UN Security Council must act, fulfill its re-
sponsibility of upholding peace in Gaza: FO

ISLAMABAD (INP): tion of regional connec-  Kashmir (IIOJK), the the occupied teritory.
Pakistan on Thursday tivity and mutual pros- spokesperson said In- She said that seventeen

were expanded on Fri-
day.

U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
was due to depart on
Thursday for his second
visit to Israelin less than
a month. He plans to
meet Isracli officials in-
cluding Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on

sure Palestinians are not
forcibly displaced from
Gaza, a growing concern
in Arab nations, the
spokesman said.

Blinken willlso pur-
sue talks led by Egypt
and Qatar on securing
the release of all of the
hostages  held by
Hamas.

stated that UN Security perity. dian occupation forces Kashmiris were killed

Council must act and The Prime Minister ~continue to commit hu- and ten others wounded

fulfill ts responsibility of w.u also engage in bilat- - man rights violations in  in the month of October.
peace Gaza. eral with the

Expressing concerns lcadcrshl of Uzbekistan

over the dire situation in  and mhcpr participating k.@d Q“}

Gaza, the Foreign Office ~ leaders. Alluding to the e Shsiianis1 Eectronic Bids Only

(FO) spokesperson illegal foreigners' repa- | gyjoctistan provincial Assembly Secretaia invtes electronic bids
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch  triation plan, the foreign | 5 per Balochistan Public Procurement Regulatory Authorily
has stated that UN Se-  office spokesperson said | (8PPRA) Rules, 2014 from well reputed and established
curity Council must act  this applies to all foreign- | Fims/Companies/Contractors having registration and aciive status
and fulfillits responsibil- ~ ers residing illegally in | of NTN and GST with Federal Board of Revenue for
of upholding peace.  Pakistan irrespective of | “PROCUREMENT OF UNIFORMILIVERY ITEMS” enlisted in
ﬁc said the world body  their nationality and | bidding document on following ferms & condiions: - 1. The bidder
must call for lifting the ~country of origin. She | shal not be blackisted by any of Provincialor Federal Govermment

BAP leaders, others from Balochistan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Scores of Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) lead-
ers and some other dis-
tinguished Baloch lead-
ers will likely to join the
PML-N, sources said on
Thursday.

Some leaders of the
BAP had met former

ISLAMABAD: S eakerNallonalAssembly
Mayor of the London h Of F

leader Ayaz Sadiq in
Quetta, sources said.
“Balochistan lead-
ershave put condition of
thearrival of top PML-N
leadership for their join-
ing the party,” sources
said. They have de-
‘manded, arrival of Nawaz
harif, Shehbaz Sharif or
Maryam Nawaz _to

Quetta.
P M L - N
Balochistan’s President
hosting dinner to the
leaders who intending to
join the PML-N, sources
aid. Sources said that
Ayaz Sadiq trying for a
telephonic conversation
of Baloch leaders with
PML-N supreme leader

R(qja Pe.rvaili ;&s{l

likely to join PML-N

Nawaz Sharif.

It has been reported
earlier that scores of
Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP) leaders were likely
tojoin the PML-N ranks.

The BAP leaders
who called on Shehbaz
Sharif included than pro-
vin ministers, sena-
tors and MPAs.

- -

raf in meeting with
iyani.

i Givil- said this process will | Depatnert Ageoy,Ogsnzsionr Adoronous 8oy Pl
fans and Racitating hu- - continue in an orderly | 5% 9N S L P 2 S0k s o
manitarian corridors for - and phased manner. She | gopg s, 2014.3. Contractwil e awarded o em-wise bass
provision of uninter- said th isin ex- o
rupted essential sup- ercise of Pakistan's Sov- | Rules, 2014. 4.Detailed eligivilty criteria can be viewed
plies to the beleaguered ~ereign domestic laws and PPR 5

people of Gaza. compliant with appli- | submit their bids electronically on or before Monday the 20™
“World body must cable international | November, 2023 11:00 am though B-PPRA e-procurement portal
call for lifting the siege, norms and principles. | after feeof s

protecting civilians and She also clarified that it | tiough Green Deposit Challan in favor of Secretary Balochistan
faciltating humanitarian ~ does not apply to indi- | Provincal Assembly Secrtaral, Quet (Head of Account CO-
corridors for provision viduals who enjoy refu- | 370 and DDO Code QA022). 6. Bids will be clectronicaly
of uninterrupted cssen- gee status. When asked | 90éned on Monday the 20" November, 2023 12:00 pm in the
tialsupplics fo the belea- about the death sen- | PreSence of ma; particlpating fimis) or their am:vaov‘u::‘
guered people of Gaza™ tence awarded to the re-

e reiterated. Respond- tred Indian Naval Offic- Amailf Sccert 7 Bt sl ols r;hew ks, cusveof
inga question, he stated ers by a court in Qatar, | supply of itams. 8. The bids must accompany Bid Secumy e
that Caretaker Prime the spokesperson said | Rs300,000-in the shape of Call Depositor Bank Guarantee issued
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq  this testifies the pres- | from a scheduled bank in favor of Secretary Balochistan Provincial
Kakarwillembarkon an ence of India's network | Assembly Secretariat. 9.Balochistan Provincial Assembly
official visit to Tashkent, of espionage which has | Secretariat reserves the right to reject any or all bids as per
Uzbekistan to participate  gone beyond South CONTACT
in the Economic Coop- Asia. She said this also | TelephoneNumber.  081-9203079Ext-338,375
eration Organization shows India's reckless |F
ECO) i and i ible con-
ing on Wednesday ductin clear violation of
next. At her weekly international law and the
news briefing, Foreign UN principle of state
Office Spokesperson i

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch

Procurement Cell Balochistan
Assembly Secretariat Zarghoon
PRQ No.880/02-11-2023 Road Quetta

& wwwdprgobpk. % @dpr_gob (5] dprgob [§ @dgprbalochistan

said the Prime Minister, question India's reliabil- SCHOOL OF INFANTARY &
at the summit, will reaf. ity as a credible partner,
firm Pakistan's commit-  Referring to the arrest of TACTICS QUETTA CANTT

mentto ECOvision 2025 an Indian navalofficerin | Following quotations are invited upto 18 Nov 2023 at 1000
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eration in the areas of person said Pakistan has Fnendly Countries. Collect List of items from offce. The
trade, transport, connec-  remained a target of

tivity, energy, tourism India's state fin 1.6GST,ITand BST--

and economic growth terrorism, subversion a. Construction of indoor badminton court for
and productivity. The and espionage foralong officers friendly countries.

Prime Minister will time. b. Re-routing of loose wiring in lobbies and outer
present Pakistan's vision As regards the situ- perimeterforofficers riendly courires,

for the future work of the ~ ation in Indian illegally
and promo-  Occupied Jammu and
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Negative impacts of climate change can be
lessened via joint efforts: Solangi

ISLAMABAD (INP): Caretaker
Federal Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi has said that negative
impacts of the climatic changes
can be minimized through col-
lective efforts.

While addressing the “Pre
COP28: Paris to Dubai” semi-
nar in Islamabad on Thursday,
he said that the future of the
coming generations must be
secured.

International community
needs to come forward for play-
ing role in the countries ad-
versely affected by climate
change, he urged.

Murtaza Solangi said that
the planet faced the dangers of
climate change and the govern-
ment, or any department alone
could not solve this problem.

“We need a strategic vision
totackle the challenge of climate
change,” Murtaza Solangi main-
tained. The whole society has
to realize about climate change

e, Murtaza Solangi said add-
ing: “We are facing many social
problems to deal with climate

change”. Solangi said without
bringing about change in soci-
ety, the dangers of climate
change could not be addressed.

Parents, teachers, film, tele-
vision drama writers, poets, el-
ders in the society must discuss
the harms of climate change and
there was a need to change the
whole culture system.

He also said that media
must play its role in highlight-
ing climate change issue.

For combating climate
change, everybody will have to
actively participate in plantation
campaigns as climate change
was a threat to the human ex-
istence. The information minis-
ter said that Pakistan was one
of the most affected countries
by climate change although it
had very small role in causing
climate change. He said that the
present generation had a re-
sponsibility to take urgent steps
to protect the planet from the
negative impacts of climate
change for the sake for future
generations.

“Do we want to be known

in human history as the genera-
tion that was so selfish and self-
centered that we want to deplete
and destroy planet earth and
leave nothing for our future gen-
erations”, he remarked. He said
that protecting the planet for the
negative effects of climate
change was an existential ques-
tion for humanity.

Stressing the need for me-
diarole in the creation of aware-
ness among the masses over en-
vironmental issues, the minis-
ter said that Pakistan Television
would establish a special desk
for climate change with dedi-
cated staff filing reports on en-
vironmental issues. He urged all
media houses to come forward
and play a proactive role in high-
lighting environmental issues on
their screens and newspapers.

Murtaza Solangi said that
the resolution of disputes be-
tween the countries of the
world and peaceful coexistence
was also vital as wars played
havoc with the environment and
pushed the entire region into
chaos and dcstrucuon

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti in a|
meeting with Air Vice Marshal Zafar Aslam vin.

New York lawmaker set to arrive
Pakistan on Saturday

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
milestone in the US-Pa-
kistan relationship is be-
ing set as Deputy
Speaker of the State of
New York Phil Ramos is
scheduled to arrive Pa-
kistan on Saturday.

It’s history in the
making as no US State
lawmaker has ever em-
barked on a mission with
such a vast agenda.

Why is Phil Ramos
visiting Pakistan?

The primary focus
of his visit is to explore
the possibilities of de-
claring Sindh and Punjab
as sister states of New
York.

This relationship
helps build collaboration
between the two respec-
tive regions in various
sectors including agri-

ing

stan.

culture,  education,
health, trade, and cul”
ture.

Sources told INP
that moreover, Ramos
willtry to facilitate Paki-
stani Americans getting
medical insurance in Pa-
kistan. Till now, they
have to pay through their
own pockets if they get
medical treatment in Pa-
kistan despite paying
costly bills for health in-
surance in the US

If the issue is re-
solved, both countries
will equally reapthe mon-
etary benefits of this de-
velopment. For the
United States, it will
lower the burden on al-
ready strained and un-

derstaffed hospitals.
Moreover, Ameri-
can insurance compa-
nies will benefit by pay-
relatively
amount to their custom-
ers as medicines and
treatment is relatively
cost-effective in Paki-

For private Paki-
stani hospitals, it will be
an additional source of
income as Pakistani
Americans prefer to go
back to the US to avoid
paying here unnecessar-
ily when they already
have spent on health in-

s step will be a
blessing in disguise for
old, retirees, and special
people who want to stay
longer with their families
in Pakistan but can’t af-
ford their medical bills.

The idea of provid-
ing medical insurance in
Pakistan was coined by
Ramos as he hails from
New York—homeofal-
most a hundred thou-
sand Pakistani Ameri-
cans. Hence, in order to
facilitate constituents,
Ramos intends to take a
step for the benefit of all
Pakistani American fami-
lies. Earlier, Ramos had
discussed this idea in a
Zoom meeting with Pa-
kistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) Senator
Ishaq Dar, when he had
the portfolio of federal
minister of finang

Now,
give Ramos a chance to

well.
less

stan as well,
This

nomic ties.

inNew York.

in Pakistan.

this visit will

New

meet Senator Dar face-
to-face and discuss
some other initiatives as

However, on the
first leg of his visit, the
deputy speaker will meet
Dr Gohar Ejaz, the care-
taker minister of indus-
tries and production
who happens to be a
prominent entrepreneur,
philanthropist, and lead"
ing industrialist of Paki-

interaction
falls in line with the main
focus of his trip as Phil
wants to enhance eco-

Dr Ejaz is looking
forward to meeting and
exploring  ways
strengthen and improve
economic relations.
Next, a meeting is
planned at the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry where Ramos
will encourage small and
medium business com-
munity leaders to directly
engage with the traders

Ramos had carlier
worked on this idea with
Al Salvador — a coun-
try in Central America.
And during his meetings
with LCCI, KC
FPCCTI, he will talk about
replicating the very idea

CI, and

During the day,
Ramos is also expected
to meet caretaker minis-
ters to explore the idea
of declaring Punjab and
York as sister

states

To enter into a sis-
ter-state relationship,
both regions must pass
a number of laws and
then table resolutions in
the respective assem-
blies. Finally,a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) is signed in this
regard.

With the caretaker
government in office, this
interaction will be limited
to exploring ways where
both Punjab and New
York can cooperate. A
concrete step will only
be taken once an elected
government comes into
power.

Ramos is visiting
Pakistan at a time when
the country has recently
witnessed horrific mob
violence against the
Christian community in
Jaranwala, Punjab.

Back in August, the
homes ofone of the most
peaceful communities in
the country were looted
and burnt. The churches
and graves of Christians
were desccrated. The in-
cident shocked not only
the Pakistanis but also
the expatriates living
across the globe.

American Pakistani
Public Affairs Committee
(APPAC), which is ar-
ranging this visit, has
vowed to extend its hand
of support to their Chris-
tian brothers. In this re-
gard, Ramos will meet
Bishop Indrias Joseph
Rehmat of Faisalabad.

to

QUETTA: PPP Balochlstan President Mir Changaiz Khan Jamali addressing a press
conference. INP PHOTO by Ahmed Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the Pakistan Broadcasters' Association called on
caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

Health Minister inspects FGSH’s
expansion project

ISLAMABAD (INP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for
Health Dr Nadeem Jan on
Thursday inspected the Federal
Government Services Hospital
(FGSH) (Polyclinic hospital’s)
expansion project.

On the occasion, the min-
ister was briefed by the con-
cerned authorities about the
project.

Dr. Nadeem Jan reviewed
the construction work of Poly-
clinic G-11/3 expansion project-
II. The expansion project con-
sists 0f 300 beds. This project
will be completed in three
years. However, the minister
directed to complete the project
in two years.

He said that slowness and
delay in construction work will
not be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances. He said that such
public welfare projects should
be completed on time. The
construction ofthe hospital will
not only benefit the citizens of
Islamabad and surrounding ar-
eas rather, the people of Azad
Jammu Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan will also be able to
benefit.

The minister said that the
hospital will provide facilities
for diseases such as diabetes,
blood pressure, maternity care,
allergies, bone and joint prob-
lems, chest and heart diseases,
and skin issues. He said that
we were making progress in
the short-term mission of re-
forms. Progress in the health
sector was not possible with-

out reforms, he added.

He pointed out that along
with the growth of the popula-
tion, diseases were also in-
creasing, and resources were
limited to tackle them. In this
context, a revolutionary project
has been initiated to reduce the
burden on large hospitals, he
added.

Dr. Nadeem Jan said 460
primary health centres will be
revamped across the country.
The foundation of a robust
healthcare system has been
laid under the agenda of Glo-
bal Health Security to prevent
the spread of cross-border dis-
cases. He said that the Pharma
Pakistan project wn)ll enhance

launched for the resolution of
public complaints. A compre-
hensive plan has been devised
to eliminate counterfeit and
unregistered drugs, the minis-
ter said.

Dr Nadeem Jan informed
that the National Health Task
Force was fully active across
the country. “Strengthening the
Universal Health Coverage is
my top agenda.” In this con-
text, the Health Card system
has been expanded, he added.

He mentioned that the
pharmacy system in hospitals
was being computerized. A
specialized and general medi-
cine department has been
formed to control gnd prevent

ble an

the provision of per-
manently. He said a plan was
in place to promote vaccine
production in Pakistan. He said
that merit and transparency
were being promoted in the
field of medical education and
the Pakistan Medical and Den-
tal Council (PMDC) was man-
dated to ensure this.

The minister said reforms
were underway in the Pakistan
Nursing Council. Strict actions
were being taken to promote
merit and transparency in the
PMDC. An online system has
been introduced to ensure
transparency in PMDC, he
added. He said that a mecha-
nism has been established to
monitor the functionality of the
Drug Regulatory Authority of
Pakistan (DRAP). He said that
amobile application has been

municable diseases. He said
that efforts were being made
to strengthen the health system
through the National Health
Support Program.

e minister said a com-
prehensive plan has been for-
mulated to prevent Hepatitis C.
He said that for the betterment
of the health sector, the Health
Advisory Council has been es-
tablished. “We are strengthen-
ing the Border Health Service
to keep the public safe from
diseases.”

Dr Nadeem said that ef-
fective measures were being
taken to uplift Pakistan’s dig-
nity in the field of health inter-
nationally. He said that projects
have been initiated in a short
period that will be remembered
for centuries.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Health Minister, Dr. Nadeem Jan visited G-11/3, Islamabad and received a
briefing regarding the construction of Poly Clinic hospital expansion project.

SHC dismisses plea against
Murtaza Wahab’s UC election

KARACHI (INP): The Sindh High
Court on Thursday heard a peti-
tion secking restraining order
against Mayor Murtaza Wahab's
contesting elections from various
UGs.

The high court directed the
petitioner to take the matter to the
election tribunal.

Acting Chief Justice Aqeel
Abbasi also directed that the tri-
bunal must look into the objec-
tions and decide the matter ur-
gently. “Election is a key issue.
These cases should be heard on
daily basis,” Justice Abbasi ob-
served.

“The matters with regard to
the legal flaw, should be heard on
priority,” courtobserved. “Unfor-
tunately, election cases used to
be heard for years until the time
comes for next election,” Justice
Abbasi said.

“Even Supreme Court’s in-
structions with regard to the local
elections are not being followed,”
he said.

Jamaat Islami’s lawyer earlier
said that Murtaza Wahab contest-
ing elections from irrelevant
union committees. “It is manda-
tory that the chairman candidate

belongs to the same UC. Murtaza
‘Wahab has not been registered
as voter in Ibrahim Hyderi or
Keamari UCs,” JI lawyer Usman
Farooq said.

“Mayor Karachi using gov-
emment machinery for his elec-
tion campaign,” he further argued.

Advocate General Sindh ar-
gued that the petition was non-
maintainable as only a candidate
could object over the matter.

‘The court dismissed the plea
on the basis of petitioner’s with-
drawal of the case.

Pakistan People’s Party’s
Murtaza Wahab has recently won
a UC chairman seat to retain his
position as Karachi Mayor. In the
by-polls, Wahab was elected un-
opposed as the UC Ibrahim
Hyderi’s chairman.

He is also contesting polls
from Gizri and Keamari areas.

The PPP leader had been di-
rectly nominated and elected as
the Karachi Mayor by the major-
ity of LG representatives in June.
However, it was mandatory to win
UC election within six months to
retain his mayoral position in ac-
cordance with theamended Sindh
LG Act.

6.1-magnitude quake
hits Indonesia’s Timor
island: USGS

JAKARTA (INP):A 6.1-magnitude
quake hit the castern Indonesia
island of Timor on Thursday,
shaking the provincial capital and
forcing residents to run outside,
US seismologists said.

The quake struck at a depth
of 36.1 kilometres (22.5 miles) on
the west of Timor island near the
city of Kupang, according to the
US Geological Survey.

Indonesia’s geophysics
agency, or BMKG said the quake
had a higher magnitude of 6.6.

The tremor was strongly felt
in Kupang on the island split be-
tween Indonesian territory in the
west and the sovereign state of
East Timor in the east, but no ca-
sualties were reported.

Debris had fallen from build-

ings in the city and some residents
were forced to evacuate their
homes.
“T was dizzy and at first [
thought it was because I was run-
ning in the moming,” said 40-year-
old Kupang resident Yeri, who like
many Indonesians goes by one
name.

“I was shocked to see sev-
eral residents running out of their
houses becausc the earthquake
was so strong.”




