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Youth Empowerment: BUITEMS Hosts Voter
Awareness Workshop

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: The Balochistan

University of Information Technology
Engineering and Management Sci-
ences (BUITEMS) recently played
host to a pivotal voter awareness
workshop aimed at engaging and edu-
cating young individuals in the elec-
toral process.

Organized in collaboration with
PLDAT and supported by UNDP, this
event brought together a large con-
tingent of university students eager
to learn about the significance of vot-
ing.

The workshop witnessed distin-
guished personalities in attendance,
including the Pro-Vice Chancellor of
BUITEMS, Dr. Abdul Rehman, Dis-
trict Election Commissioner Quetta,
Syed Nazir Ahmed Harifal, Faheem
Ahmed from PLDAT, and dedicated
staff from the Election Commission.

Necessity of Youth Engage-
ment In the Voting Process

In his opening remarks, Abdul
Rahman, the Vice-Chancellor of the
University, lauded the efforts of the
Election Commission and emphasized
the importance of such awareness
workshops in enlightening the youth,
with a particular focus on female stu-
dents.

 District Election Commissioner
Quetta Syed Nazir Ahmed also ad-

dressed the participants, underlining
the necessity of youth engagement in
the electoral process.

The workshop provided compre-
hensive insights into the students’
roles in boosting voter turnout, par-
ticularly among women, during up-
coming general elections. A lively
question and answer session was or-
ganized, where students posed que-
ries to the panel members, who pro-
vided in-depth answers.

The panel members passionately
encouraged participants to embrace
their national duty by participating in
the forthcoming general elections.

Syed Nazeer Ahmed Harifal
Answered All Questions
Election Commission Assistant

Director, Ghous Bakhsh and UNDP
representative Amina took the stage
to emphasize the vital role of the
youth in the election process.

 To further acquaint the students
with the voting process, a mock poll-
ing exercise was conducted by Dis-
trict Election Commissioner Quetta
Syed Nazir Ahmed and his team. This
exercise piqued the students’ inter-
est and resulted in numerous ques-
tions and discussions.

 This voter awareness workshop
marked a significant step towards
fostering youth involvement in the
electoral process, with Bitums Uni-
versity Quetta taking the lead in this
crucial initiative.

 The engagement of young minds
is pivotal in ensuring a vibrant and
participatory democracy.

2 Congo Patients Shifted to Karachi, Health
Emergency In Force: Domki

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: The Balochistan

government shifted two more Congo
virus patients to Karachi for medical
treatment on the directives of the
Caretaker Chief Minister
Balochistan, Ali Mardan Domki on
Wednesday. The CM stated that the
treatment of 13 patients including 11
doctors was underway in a private
hospital in Karachi. “They all are be-
ing treated on government expenses”,
Mr. Domki said.

Health Emergency In
Force

Caretaker Chief Minister
Balochistan, Ali Mardan Domki said
a health emergency was in force
across the province after the outbreak
of the Congo virus. The virus has
claimed the life of a young doctor and
infected 16 others.

The provincial government
shifted all serious patients to Karachi
to save their lives, the CM mentioned.
He said effective measures were
adopted by the health department to
prevent the spread of the virus.
“Emergency was declared in all gov-
ernment-run hospitals of the prov-
ince”, the CM said.

Spray Launched In All
Cattle Markets

The caretaker chief minister of

Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki, said the health department is
spraying in all the cattle markets of the province

Commissioners and officers of the Livestock Department should en-
sure the implementation of precautionary measures in the districts, the Chief
Minister of Balochistan instructed.

People should fully follow the precautionary measures laid down by the
Health Department, he urged the masses. Congo virus will be eradicated
from Balochistan soon, Caretaker Chief Minister Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki vowed.

Terror incidents increased since
Afghan interim govt came to

power in 2021: PM Kakar
ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Min-

ister Anwaarul Haq Kakar on Wednes-
day said there has been an increase in
terror incidents in Pakistan since the in-
terim Afghan government came to power
in 2021, as he linked the ongoing depor-
tation drive of illegal immigrants to
counter-terrorism actions.

The Taliban took over Afghanistan
in August 2021 after a lightning sweep
that ended in Kabul as government
forces, trained for years and equipped
by the United States and others at a cost
of trillions of dollars, melted away.

Addressing the media in Islamabad,
he said, “After the establishment of the
interim Afghan government in August
2021, we had a strong hope that there
would be long-term peace in Afghanistan.
[…] Strict action would be taken against
Pakistan-opposing groups, especially the
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan, and they
would absolutely not be allowed to use
Afghan soil against Pakistan.

“But unfortunately, after the estab-
lishment of the interim Afghan govt, there
has been a 60 per cent increase in terror
incidents and 500pc rise in suicide attacks
in Pakistan,” he claimed.

The premier further said, “In the past
two years, 2,267 innocent citizens’ lives
have been lost to this tragic bloodshed,
for which the terrorists of TTP are re-
sponsible who are conducting cowardly
attacks on Pakistani using Afghan soil.

“During this time, 15 Afghan citizens
were also among the people involved in
suicide attacks. Other than this, till now,
64 Afghan citizens were killed while fight-

ing Pakistan’s law enforcement agencies
during the counterterrorism campaign,”
he added.

However, the prime minister did not
provide any further details about the al-
leged involvement of Afghan nationals
in any specific terror attack.

His statement comes after the coun-
try witnessed a sharp rise in terror inci-
dents during the past week, including on
Mianwali Training Air Base claimed by
the Tehreek-i-Jihad Pakistan and an am-
bush in Gwadar claimed by the
Balochistan Liberation Front, while no
group claimed responsibility for attacks
in Dera Ismail Khan.

PM Kakar went on to recall that the
above details were in the knowledge of
the Afghan government as Pakistan had
been informing it of them through visits
and a demarche as well.

The premier said that according to a
monitoring report released in July this
year by the United Nations, there was
“clear mention of TTP centres in Afghani-
stan and increase in its activities against
Pakistan”. NEWS DESK

Shooting Skills Hallmark Of Professional
Soldier: COAS

Dawood Ahmed:
ISLAMABAD: Closing ceremony of

43rd Pakistan Army Rifle Association
(PARA) Central Meet was held today at
Army Marksmanship Unit (AMU)
Jhelum.

General Syed Asim Munir
Graced The Occassion
General Syed Asim Munir, NI (M),

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) graced the
occasion as chief guest. The mega shoot-
ing event was conducted from 3 October
to 7 November 2023.

Over 2000 firers from Army, Navy,
Air Force, Civil Armed Forces including
Rangers (Sindh & Punjab), Frontier
Corps and Gilgit-Baltistan Scouts as well
as civilians participated in the competi-
tion.

COAS Awarded
Trophies

COAS and Chief of the Air Staff, Air
Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber
Sidhu, NI (M), who was the guest of
honor at the ceremony, awarded trophies
and medals to the award winners and run-
ners up in each category.

In the Inter-Services matches, Paki-
stan Army won all four contests includ-
ing CJCSC, COAS, CAS and CNS
matches, while Pakistan Navy and Paki-

stan Air Force achieved 2nd and 3rd positions respectively. Pakistan Army secured
overall Championship Trophy while Pakistan Navy and Pakistan Air force achieved
2nd and 3rd positions.

The President’s Cup National Challenge match trophy was awarded to Naik
Waseem of Army marksmanship Unit. Pakistan Army won the Prime Minister ‘Skills
at Arms’ Big Bore National Challenge. Pakistan Rangers Punjab won the first prize in
para firing matches.

Shooting Skills Hallmark Of Professional Soldier
While interacting with the participants, COAS appreciated the firers for their

excellent standards of marksmanship. Terming shooting skill as the hallmark of a
professional soldier, he said “attaining proficiency at shooting must remain at the
heart of basic military training objectives”.

Earlier on arrival, COAS was received by Inspector General Training and Evalu-
ation.

UN chief says Gaza deaths show
something ‘clearly wrong’ with

Israel’s military operation
GAZA: Germany has approved 10

times more in military gear exports to Is-
rael so far this year, official data showed,

United Nations Secretary General
Antonio Guterres has said that the num-
ber of civilians killed in the Gaza Strip

as Berlin said it was prioritising requests
from the country after the surprise attack
by Hamas on October 7, AFP reports.

Data up to November 2 this year
showed export approvals issued for 303
million euros ($324 million) worth of mili-
tary equipment to Israel, almost 10 times
more than the 32 million euros in
authorisations a year ago.

Close to 19 million euros worth of
goods fall in the “war weapons” category,
while the bulk of around 284 million eu-
ros' worth were in the “other military
goods” category, including gear like
armoured vehicles or radar technology.

Canada is calling for a significant hu-
manitarian pause amid Israel’s bombard-
ment of Gaza to allow for the release of all
hostages, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
told reporters.

Canada had previously called for a
series of halts in the fighting to allow aid
into the enclave but had steered clear of
advocating a longer pause, Reuters re-
ports.

The Israeli air strike hit Mohammed
Hamdan’s Gaza home soon after the
evening prayer on Tuesday, he said, kill-
ing 35 members of his extended family
across three generations from Kamal,
aged 70, to Rasmi, aged seven.

Hamdan, 50, was buried by his col-
lapsing house and it took an hour and a
half to pull him out, he said. He emerged
to discover he had lost his daughter
Malak, brother Ahmed, his nephew,
nieces and many cousins, Reuters re-
ports. “My brother, my nephew and I
were sitting down along with another
brother just after the prayer. We found
ourselves under the rubble,” he said, re-
counting the moment of the strike.

South Africa will call in Israeli am-
bassador Eliav Belotsercovsky to issue
him with a “demarche”, or formal repri-
mand, a senior foreign policy official said.

“The demarche will be asked for
hopefully by today. Not sure when he
will come in,” Zane Dangor, the director-
general of South Africa’s Department of
International Relations and Cooperation,
told Reuters in a text message.

Dangor gave no further details of the
demarche, a protest issued through dip-
lomatic channels, and did not specify the
reason for the reprimand.

shows that there is something “clearly
wrong” with Israel’s military operations
against Hamas, Reuters reports.

“There are violations by Hamas when
they have human shields. But when one
looks at the number of civilians that were
killed with the military operations, there
is something that is clearly wrong,”
Guterres told Reuters NEXT.

“It is also important to make Israel
understand that it is against the inter-
ests of Israel to see every day the terrible
image of the dramatic humanitarian needs
of the Palestinian people,” Guterres said.

“That doesn’t help Israel in relation
to the global public opinion.”

Guterres compared the number of
children being killed in Gaza with the toll
in conflicts around the world that he re-
ports on annually.

Belgium’s deputy prime minister has
called on the Belgian government to
adopt sanctions against Israel and inves-
tigate the bombings of hospitals and refu-
gee camps in Gaza, Reuters reports.

“It is time for sanctions against Is-
rael. The rain of bombs is inhumane,”
deputy prime minister Petra De Sutter told
Nieuwsblad newspaper. It is clear that
Israel does not care about the interna-
tional demands for a ceasefire,“ she said.

De Sutter said the European Union
should immediately suspend its associa-
tion agreement with Israel, which aims at
better economic and political coopera-
tion. Israel has no intention of reoccupy-
ing the Gaza Strip or controlling it for “a
long time”, a senior Israeli official said as
Israeli forces pressed their offensive
against Hamas in the coastal enclave.

We assess that our current opera-
tions are effective and successful, and
well continue to push, the Israeli official
told reporters in Washington, speaking
on condition of anonymity, Reuters re-
ports. Hamas has accused the United Na-
tions agency for Palestinian refugees of
“colluding” with Israel in the “forced dis-
placement” of residents of Gaza, AFP re-
ports. “UNRWA and its officials bear re-
sponsibility for this humanitarian catas-
trophe, in particular, the residents of the
Gaza [City] area and north of it” who are
following Israeli military orders to flee
south, said Salama Maruf, head of Hamas’
media bureau. NEWS DESK
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Unlocking The Greatest Enigma
Hafiz Abdul Majid :

Humans are biologi-
cally named Homo sapi-
ens, or “wise men.” Carl
Linnaeus, a Swedish bi-
ologist, and physician,
coined this term in 1758.
We are wise because we
can think, learn, and
communicate. All these
faculties are due to the
human brain, which
hardly makes up 2 % of
our body size. This tiny
organ on our shoulders,
which weighs only 3
pounds, has made hu-
mans the unchallenged
ruler of the planet Earth.

With their superior
intelligence, they have
built machines to fly in
the air and explore the
depths of oceans. With
their astounding cogni-
tive and behavioral capa-
bilities, they have un-
locked many secrets of
nature.

They have landed
on the moon and suc-
cessfully  sent un-
manned spacecraft to
Mars. Despite all these
feats performed by hu-
mans, there are some
unsolved secrets to un-
ravel. The greatest mys-
teries that humanity is
grappling with are – the
universe and the human
brain.

The human
brain is the

most fascinat-
ing and com-

plete structure
in the universe

Perhaps the human
brain is the most fasci-
nating and complex
structure in  the uni-
verse.  Though it has a
very small size i.e. 1350
cubic centimeters, yet
human brain remains an
enigma beyond human
ken. Scientists have em-
barked on different
projects to unlock this
mystery.

Developed coun-
tries are pumping billions

of dollars in these
projects, aimed at under-
standing the functioning
of the human brain. Ow-
ing to the enormity and
complexity of the chal-
lenge, scientists in di-
verse fields like neuro-
science, physics, chem-
istry, biology, statistics,
and computer science
have teamed up to work
on these projects. It is
believed that these
projects will take many
years to accomplish any
final mapping or simula-
tion model of the human
brain. It is believed, hack-
ing the human brain, will
usher humanity into a
post-human era, altering
the course of human his-
tory.

US launches
BRAIN project

in 2016
Brain Research

Through Advancing In-
novative Neurologies
(BRAIN), is one of such
projects launched by the
US government in 2016.
It mainly focuses on the
analysis of neuronal cir-
cuits by mapping the
neural pathways in the
brain.  It is a gigantic task
to map 100 billion neu-
rons in the brain. Accord-
ing to neuroscientists
each of these neurons is
connected with 10,000
other neurons. To pass
signals among these
neurons there exists an-
other dense web of at
least 1,000 trillion synap-
tic connections.

 This project was ini-
tially funded with a
whopping amount of $ 3
billion.

EU launches
Human Brain

Project
The Human Brain

Project (HBP), is another
human brain research ini-
tiative funded and
launched by the Euro-
pean Union.

The objective of the

HBP is to decode the
human brain by produc-
ing a simulation of the
human brain in a
n e u r o m o r p h i c
supercomputer. It was a
ten-year program started
in 2013, and European
Commission allocated a
staggering grant of 1 bil-
lion euro for this project.
China and Japan have
also embarked on simi-
lar projects of their own.

These projects are
considered game chang-
ers for humanity. Advo-
cates of these projects
believe that akin to ad-
vancement in nuclear
physics, and decoding
of the human genome
the human brain
projects will trigger an-
other dramatic historical
epoch in human history.
Apart from the promis-
ing benefits in the treat-
ment of mental ailments,
these projects can offer
tremendous opportuni-
ties for the enhancement
of human brain capabili-
ties.
One in every

eight people in
the world

suffers from
some kind of
mental disor-
der: WHO
According to the

World Mental Health
Report (2022), published
by the WHO, one in ev-
ery eight people in the
world suffers from some
kind of mental disorder.
These studies of the hu-
man brain will help us
understand neuropsy-
chiatric disorders, diag-
nose these ailments and
effectively treat them.
Diseases like
A l z h e i m e r ’ s ,
Parkinson’s, autism,
schizophrenia, and de-
pression etc. will be easy
to treat and patients suf-
fering from these dis-
eases will be able to live
a normal life.

Neuralink, a
neurotechnology

company
formed by Elon
Musk in 2016

Besides accelerated
biomedical knowledge
and improved treatment
of mental disorders, re-
sulting from human brain
studies, scientists are
optimistic that a better
understanding of the
brain will immensely
benefit patients with
brain injuries. Damaged
parts of the brain can be
repaired and made func-
tional by neural im-
plants. One such won-
derful implant device has
been developed by
Neuralink, a
neurotechnology com-
pany formed by Elon
Musk in 2016.  This de-
vice is named Neuralink-
N1, when implanted in
the human brain, it
serves as an interface
between the human
brain and the computer.
The US Food & Drug
Administration (FDA),
has recently allowed the
Neura Link to implant
their brain-readable
chips in humans. With
the help of this chip, us-
ers will be able to con-
nect, communicate and
control their computers
and mobile phones
through their thoughts.

envisions a
future when
the human

brain will be
re-engineered

Through implants
in the brain, paralyzed
patients will be able to
use their bionic limbs as
conveniently as they
would use their organic
limbs. They will be able
to use and control the
computers and ma-
chines by using their
thoughts. Yuval Noah
Hariri, envisions a future

when the human brain
will be re-engineered and
neural networks are re-
placed by intelligent
software, liberating hu-
man beings from the limi-
tations of their organic
bodies. Some scientists
and writers like Ray
Kurzweil, Martin Rees,
and Michio Kaku claim
that further development
in neurotechnology will
enable us to transfer hu-
man minds into robots
and experience life out-
side our organic mortal
bodies. They also be-
lieve humans can outlive
their organic selves by
downloading their memo-
ries and consciousness
onto computers.

“To know
thyself is the
beginning of

wisdom”,
Socrates said
two thousand
years back
The pace of scien-

tific developments and
advancement in the past
few decades have been
marvelous. Socrates, the
greatest of philosophers,
more than two thousand
years back, said “To
know thyself is the be-
ginning of wisdom”. It
appears that we have
started the journey to
understand ourselves.
After decoding the hu-
man genome, humanity
is now all set to unwrap
the most sophisticated
and intelligent of ma-
chines in the universe.
Transhumanists believe
that with this exponen-
tial speed of develop-
ment, it will not be very
long before humans will
enter the next stage of
their evolution. Tech-
nologies like genetics,
robotics, artificial intelli-
gence and
nanotechnology, will be
widely used to redesign
humans, by radically im-
proving their minds,
memories, behavior, and
physiology.

Forced expulsion
By Zahid Hussain:

THE arbitrariness of
our policymaking pro-
cess has been very evi-
dent in our latest deci-
sion to expel hundreds of
thousands of Afghan
migrants. For decades,
we hosted millions of
refugees who were flee-
ing war and devastation.
And now, suddenly,
they are being told to
leave. Many of them
were born and grew up
in this country and now
have nowhere to go in
their native land.

The draconian deci-
sion has already forced
some 200,000 Afghans to
leave, while many more
are being kept in holding
camps near the Afghan
border for repatriation.
Recent days have wit-
nessed some harrowing
scenes of Afghans being
hauled up by the secu-
rity agencies after the
expiry of the deadline for
undocumented Afghan
nationals to leave volun-
tarily.

There are some 1.7m
undocumented Afghans
out of more than an esti-
mated 3m living in this
country. Many of them
have been here for the
past four decades. There
has been a constant in-
flow of refugees since

the 1980s following the
Afghan war against the
Soviet occupation. Po-
rous borders allowed the
influx of refugees.

The policy of, first,
supporting the Ameri-
can-backed mujahideen
war in the 1980s and then
aiding Taliban who were
fighting the American
forces facilitated cross-
border movement at the
cost of the country’s own
national security. Being
the front-line state dur-
ing the two Afghan wars
in the past four decades
made Pakistan the main
destination of Afghans
affected by the fighting.

Another influx of
refugees came after the
end of the 20-year-long
US-led war in Afghani-
stan. Over half-a-million
Afghans have crossed
over to Pakistan after the
return of Taliban rule in
2021. While most of them
are economic migrants,
there have been others
fleeing the country to
escape persecution by
the conservative regime.
They include women and
human rights activists.

Apparently, there
were no restrictions on
border crossings at that
time, allowing the free
mov-ement of refugees.
They formed the bulk of

the un---documented
Afghan refugee popula-
tion. A lar-ge number of
the new arrivals were
seeking asy-lum in West-
ern countries. Their
forced return to Taliban-
controlled Afghanistan
may put their lives at
risk.

Pakistan’s arbitrary
policy decision has led
to a very serious humani-
tarian crisis. The forced
repatriation of some 1.7m
people to a food-inse-
cure country where poor
living conditions have
been exacerbated by
floods and earthquakes
will make the lives of the
returnees extremely per-
ilous. Women and
young girls will be most
affected by the Taliban
regime’s restrictions on
female education and
work. They will have no
future living under a
harsh conservative re-
gime. In the past too, Pa-
kistan has tried to repa-
triate undocumented Af-
ghan refugees but never
on this scale. Interest-
ingly, such a critical de-
cision affecting the
country’s internal and
external security has
been taken by a caretaker
government, which is
not constitutionally
mandated to take long-

term policy decisions.
It should have been

left to the future elected
government and parlia-
ment to make policy on
such a sensitive issue,
which has long-term na-
tional security and for-
eign policy implications.

It is, however, obvi-
ous that such decisions
cannot be made without
the approval of the se-
curity establishment. It is
claimed that the mass ex-
pulsion of non-docu-
mented refugees is being
driven by national secu-
rity concerns, including
the rising number of at-
tacks by the TTP on Pa-
kistani security installa-
tions and forces.

Pakistani authori-
ties have often alleged
that the outlawed mili-
tants are operating from
across the Afghan bor-
der. The situation ap-
pears to have worsened
with the Afghan Taliban
administration refusing
to act against the militant
sanctuaries on their soil.

There have also
been some reports of the
involvement of Afghan
Taliban factions in some
of the terrorist attacks.
All that has strained
Islamabad’s relations
with the regime in Kabul.
But this does not pro-

vide a justification for the
reckless and thoughtless
decision to expel the en-
tire Afghan refugee
population. Even if we
succeed in pushing all of
them across the border,
it will not make Pakistan
any safer as is being
claimed. In fact, it will cre-
ate more problems.

Indeed, the TTP
leadership is still based
in Afghanistan but the
spurt in terrorist attacks
is largely the result of our
own flawed policy that
allowed thousands of
armed militants to return
under a deal brokered by
the Afghan Taliban.
They may be getting help
from across the border
but the attacks are being
carried out by the mili-
tants based inside the
country. It is true that the
increase in militancy
poses a very serious se-
curity challenge and
must be dealt with
sternly. But the
scapegoating of Afghan
migrants won’t cover up
our policy flaws. Expel-
ling poor Afghan women
and children will not re-
solve the problem. More-
over, the country
doesn’t have the admin-
istrative capacity to ex-
pel such a large refugee
population.

Reheated soufflé?
By Mahir Ali:

I WAS sufficiently in-
trigued by the prelimi-
nary hype to stay up late
one night last week for a
chance to listen to the
latest, and supposedly
last, Beatles song as
soon as it was aired. Even
on the first listen, it came
across as
underwhelming. Perhaps
the time isn’t right for
that kind of frivolity. It’s
nigh impossible to
switch one’s focus away
from the unfolding geno-
cide in Gaza. A very dif-
ferent John Lennon
song was subcon-
sciously ringing in my
ears: “We don’t care
what flag you’re waving/
We don’t even want to
know your name…/ We
understand your para-
noia/ But we don’ t
wanna play your game/
You think you’re cool
and you know what
you’re doing/ 666 is your
name… And you still
gotta swallow your pill/
As you slip and you
slide down the hill/ On
the blood of the people
you kill/ Stop the killing
(free the people now)”.

That’s ‘Bring on the
Lucie (Freda Peo-ple)’
from Lennon’s Mind
Games album, released
50 years ago. And ‘Imag-
ine’, from a couple of
years earlier, is perhaps
even more pertinent:
“Imagine there’s no
countries/ It isn’t hard to
do/ Nothing to kill or die
for/ And no religion too”.

‘I know it’s true/ It’s
because of you/ And if I
make it through/ It’s all
because of you… Now
and then/ I miss you’
doesn’t quite measure
up. Lyrically, it’s even
less impressive than the
Beatles’ first single from
61 years ago, ‘Love Me
Do’. But, recorded by a
bunch of Liverpudlians
barely into their 20s, at
least that track boasted
a freshness that cannot
conceivably be repli-
cated by a pair of octo-
genarians leaning on a
couple of ghosts. The

surviving Beatles last
went down this long and
winding road in the mid-
1990s, alongside the fas-
cinating Anthology se-
ries of outtakes and un-
finished songs. The ar-
chival material was em-
bellished by two ‘new’
tracks, with the
Threetles, as they were
dubbed at the time, add-
ing vocals and instru-
mentation to two
Lennon songs from the
late 1970s that he hadn’t
bothered with for either
his ‘comeback’ album,
Double Fantasy — re-
leased weeks before he
was assassinated — or
its posthumous sequel,
Milk and Honey. Along-
side the potentially in-
spiring ‘Free as a Bird’
and the relatively mun-
dane ‘Real Love’ on the
tape of demonstration
recordings that Yoko
Ono provided were an-
other two tracks, ‘Now
and Then’and ‘Grow
Old With Me’. The lat-
ter, riffing off Robert
Browning — “Grow old
along with me/ The best
is yet to be” — might
have been a poignant
choice, given Lennon’s
demise at 40, but per-
haps also a bit mawkish.
It remained untested.
They briefly had a go at
‘Now and Then’, but
George Harrison dis-
missed it as “rubbish”,
and that was that. It re-
mained in the vault, but
Paul McCartney re-
mained invested in the
track, possibly because
at the end of their last
encounter in New York,
Lennon had reputedly
farewelled him with the
words: “Think of me
now and then, old
friend.” It isn’ t clear
whether Harrison —
who succumbed to can-
cer 22 years ago — was
referring to the lyrics or
the quality of the record-
ing. The latter, it turned
out, could be remedied.
A couple of years ago,
the film director Peter
Jackson trawled through
the audiovisual footage

of the Beatles recorded
in 1969, and came up with
the fascinating eight-
hour documentary Get
Back. The audio part of-
ten involved separating
and enhancing the
soundtrack with the aid
of artificial intelligence.

Jackson had already
provided McCartney
with Lennon’s vocal from
‘I’ve Got a Feeling’ to
duet with on his live out-
ings, and just this week
the director suggested
there could me more
where that came from.
Let’s hope McCartney
says no.

Back in the 1970s,
when all four ex-Beatles
were routinely queried
about the prospect of a
reunion, there was plenty
of ambivalence in their
responses. The possibil-
ity was never quite ruled
out, but on one occasion
McCartney quipped,
“You can’t reheat a
soufflé.” He was right,
but couldn’t resist re-
turning to the kitchen.

The unimpressive
result has been greeted
with plenty of gushing
reviews, and Western
media has been full of
reports about young
fans — alongside the
baby boomers — lapping
up the idea of a “new”
Beatles song. That,
frankly, hasn’t been pos-
sible since 1980, and ev-
eryone should get over
it. The original canon is
enough for younger fans
to marvel at the Beatles’
incredibly innovative tra-
jectory from 1963 to 1969,
as reflected in both their
original recordings and
the more recent remixes
and often redundant em-
bellishments.

The pair of 1994-95
tracks never quite ended
up being counted as
bona fide Beatles songs,
and no one can seriously
consider ‘Now and Then’
as worthy of inclusion in
the Fab Four canon. The
band’s amazing saga was
wrapped up nearly 55
years ago. Let’s leave it
there.

Social media addiction
By Rafia Zakaria:

IF you are one of the
many millions on Earth in
possession of a social
media account, then
none of what you are
about to read here will be
at all surprising to you.
Social media platforms
like Meta or X are de-
signed to lure us to them
and then keep us
hooked.

The longer we
scroll, and we are scroll-
ing more and more, the
greater the number of
advertisements we will
glance at and thus the
greater the revenue the

platforms will earn.
There is no small irony
in the fact that this
scrolling is fuelled not
by what the platforms
offer us but the prolifera-
tion of details of our own
lives.

In promising us the
opportunity to present
ourselves to the world,
or at least some version
of it represented by the
few hundred ‘friends’ or
‘followers’, social media
platforms have
weaponised human cu-
riosity and the human
predilection for exhibi-
tionism. These critiques

of social media platforms
and their manipulation of
our attention are not par-
ticularly new. Many of
them were detailed in a
2021 report that looked
closely into the tactics
utilised by social media
giant Meta on its
Facebook and Instagram
platforms.

Unsurprisingly, this
kind of research has re-
vealed that the easiest
and most sought-after
targets of social media
platforms are young
people whose develop-
ing brains are most eas-
ily manipulated and who

have fewer defence
mechanisms against the
machinations of social
media algorithms.

It follows then that
young people are the
most vulnerable to being
addicted to social media
platforms such as
Facebook and
Instagram. In turn, these
young people, many of
them barely adolescents,
develop poor mental
health owing to these
addictions. The data to
substantiate this was the
subject of a 2021 exposé
by the Wall Street Jour-
nal which found that

Meta’s own research re-
vealed, for instance, that
13.5 per cent of teenage
girls said that Instagram
“makes thoughts of sui-
cide worse”. And 17pc of
teenage girls had re-
ported that it made eat-
ing disorders worse as
well. Even though there
are laws in  place that
should prevent children
under 13 from having so-
cial media accounts, most
know how to get around
this ban either with or
without the knowledge
and consent of their par-
ents. Similarly, time limits
such as the 60-minute

default instituted by
TikTok can also be ig-
nored easily when chil-
dren enter a passcode.

Frustrated by this
state of affairs and what
might be characterised
as a lack of seriousness
in dealing with the issue
among social media gi-
ants themselves, a bipar-
tisan group of attorneys
general are now suing
Meta. According to a
complaint that is being
brought by 33 different
states, the social media
platform is liable for cre-
ating social media addic-
tion and consequently

very poor mental health
among children and
young people. Accord-
ing to the complaint, the
social media platform
has deliberately misled
the public about the tac-
tics used to create social
media addictions among
young people. Even
while deploying these
tactics, social media plat-
forms like Meta may try
to gloss over just how
dangerous it can be for
young people to spend
hours and hours on
these platforms because
they are designed to
keep them hooked and

addicted.
In this first-of-a-

kind effort the 33 states
that have signed on to
the lawsuit are demand-
ing restitution and finan-
cial damages from Meta
for what is seen as an
underhand tactic. Where
other strategies to stop
the targeting of young
brains may not have
worked perhaps the
threat of huge financial
losses if the lawsuit suc-
ceeds in  its purpose,
could be the key to fi-
nally stopping the ex-
ploitation of young
minds in this way.

Looming threat of climate change
and Balochistan

EDITORIAL:
Climate change is a long-term change in temperature and seasonal conditions. Many
people think that global warming is just a rise in temperature but that is just the start
of the story. Climate change can result in droughts, flooding, a rise in sea levels, a threat
to biodiversity, and severe storms. Climate change is caused both by nature and by
humans. Since the 1800s humans have participated the most in global warming by
burning fossil fuels i.e. coal, gas, and oil. These fossils emit greenhouse gases that trap
the heat coming from the sun.

BALOCHISTAN MORE PRONE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
Pakistan’s temperature is increasing by 1 centigrade each year due to global warm-

ing. According to the climate change performance index (CCPI), Pakistan is the 7th
most vulnerable country in the world and Balochistan especially.

Droughts have hit Balochistan in different areas many times. Earlier Quetta had
100 Karezes and Mastung had 250 but now only one or two of them are left in
Mastung.According to an environmental specialist, Quetta city will be completely dry
in nearly 5 to 6 years.

The ignorance of the government and the poverty of the province make the
situation worse in to fight against the climate change as the Daily Average income of
more than half of Balochistan’s population is 2 dollars. 85% percent of the province’s
population is dependent on agriculture and the droughts have affected the income of
many families.

Deforestation:
One of the major causes of climate change in Balochistan is deforestation. Due to

less supply of Sui gas, people cut down trees for cooling purposes in many areas.
Increasing deforestation is decreasing biodiversity.

Garbage:
Garbage can be seen on each corner of the street, which shows the poor perfor-

mance of the government. Landfills of garbage are also the main source of methane
emissions that cause global warming.

Depleting water level:
The city is overpopulated and many illegal tube wells are installed. According to

WASA, there are around 6000 illegal tube wells in Quetta. These tube wells are decreas-
ing the underground water level rapidly. Earlier water was available at 100 to 200 feet
but now it is available at more than 800 feet.

Droughts:
The most dangerous effect of climate change on Balochistan is Extreme droughts,

which the province is facing already. Barkan is in a more dangerous condition as it had
a prolonged drought of 22 months from the year 1999 to 2001. Quetta has faced
extreme droughts in the years 2000, 2004, and 2008.
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Pakistan witnessed a sharp increase in terrorism
after Kabul takeover: Kakar

Award-winning power solution from
Pakistan shines at CIIE

Adiala Jail superintendent says can’t
arrange Imran Khan’s talk with sons

BEIJING (INP): An
award-winning power
solution from Pakistan
shines at China Interna-
tional Import Expo (CIIE)
in Shanghai, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Wednesday.
At the ongoing CIIE,
Prof. Dr. Zeeshan Ali,
Dean Faculty of Engi-
neering, Dawood Uni-
versity of Engineering
and Technology said, he
finds his first visit to
China rewarding.

At the award cer-
emony of the UNIDO
Global Call 2023 on
Monday initiated by the
United Nations Indus-
trial Development Orga-
nization (UNIDO), he
won the third prize in this
global competition that
aims to collect outstand-

ing green energy solu-
tions from all countries
in the world and had an
opportunity to present
his innovative Vertical
Axis Wind Turbine
(VAWT) solution at the
shiny exhibition stand of
UNIDO.

“Basically, my
project is about improv-
ing the stability of wind
power provision by add-
ing an auxiliary system
so that wind can be pro-
duced even under con-
ditions where the natu-
ral wind is at very low
speed”, he told CEN re-
porter.

“Take the solar sys-
tem as an analogy, it
works well during the
daytime when there is
sunshine. If it's cloudy,
the efficiency goes

down. 
The same applies to

wind. There is not suffi-
cient wind throughout
the year. Maybe in the
month of April to Sep-
tember, there is heavy
wind or fast wind, but
from October to March,
the wind speed can be
very low, and the energy
conversion efficiency is
very low.

“My system is
working on another aux-
iliary system, which is
using another small unit
that is producing enough
wind speed to rotate the
wind turbine or the rotor. 

That's an innova-
tion to the existing sys-
tem. It doesn't rely only
on the natural wind, but
also the kind of artificial
wind. It provides wind

energy non-stop at a ca-
pacity ranging from 300
to 1,000 watts”, he ex-
plained.

Currently, the sys-
tem has already been ap-
plied in Karachi. By
bringing it to the atten-
tion of global investors
seeking opportunities at
one of the largest inter-
national expos in China,
he is expecting this Paki-
stani solution can be ap-
plied to more residences,
hospitals, hotels, etc.
and meanwhile contrib-
ute to SDG goals.

“I’m wowed by the
incessant flow of visitors
at CIIE. The open market
in China has given nu-
merous startups like mine
to seize a place in the
highly competitive busi-
ness arena”, he added.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaarul Haq on
Wednesday said a num-
ber of Afghan nation-
als living in Pakistan il-
legally were involved in
terrorism and crimes,
as adding that the
country had every
right to deport the ille-
gal migrants.

The rising terror-
ism in Pakistan after the
recent provocative
statements issued by
the Afghan nationals
[about Islamabad’s de-
cision to send home all
the illegal foreigners]
was very significant,
Kakar said.

Addressing a press
conference, he said
Kabul must hand over
all those persons who
were behind the terror
activities in Pakistan,
which had already pro-
vided the list of wanted
terrorists to the Afghan
Taliban.

However, he re-
gretted that the Afghan
interim government
had not taken any ac-
tion against those in-
volved in cross-border
terrorism – a clear ref-
erence to the outlawed
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) and other
groups.

Taking action

against the TTP was in
the interest of both
countries, Kakar made
in clear and said that
the threatening state-
ments issued by Kabul
were unfortunate.

Pakistan decided to
take steps for tackling
the situation after Kabul
didn’t give a positive
reaction, he said in ref-
erence to the moves like
the deportation of ille-
gal foreign residents,
adding that the state-
ments issued by the
Kabul officials made it
impossible to solve the
matters amicably.

Kakar noted that
Pakistan had witnessed
a 60 per cent rise in ter-
rorism acts after the in-
terim government
(Taliban) came into
power in Afghanistan.
The Afghan interim
government must
realise that the two
neighbours were inde-
pendent countries, he
added.

The caretaker
prime minister said Pa-
kistan had every right
to fix the affairs within
the country. Islamabad
had been trying to make
the world community
pay attention to the is-
sue, he said, adding that
a United Nations report
too had mentioned the

role of Afghanistan-
based terrorists in the
terrorism acts in Paki-
stan.

Replying to several
questions related to the
deportation of illegal
Afghan nationals and
the reaction of nation-
alists parties in Paki-
stan,  the caretaker
prime minister said
some people were tak-
ing refuge in the illegal
foreigners and Pakhtun
nationalism. Unregu-
lated cross-border
movement should
never be allowed,
Kakar stated.

He rejected the at-
tempt to create an im-
pression that Pakhtuns
were being targeted
while mentioning that
he himself was a
Pakhtun.  Targeting
Pakhtuns was unac-
ceptable, Kakar told re-
porters.

Some people used
to describe Afghanistan
as Pakistan’s fifth
province, he recalled
and again made it clear
that illegal foreigners
would never be allowed
to live in the country
while also ruling out the
possibility of any policy
change. “We are an-
nouncing that Afghani-
stan is separate inde-
pendent country.”

He recalled that
Pakistan was at war
against terrorists but
stated that terror inci-
dents had nothing to do
with the February 8
elections.

 “We should reply
to the terrorists in the
same fashion.”

It was a duty of
every citizen to get the
computerised national
identity card (CNIC)
with the state being
duty bound to issue it
to every citizen,  he
said, while also prom-
ising the CNIC for ev-
eryone who was a Pa-
kistan national by birth.

CURRENCY AND
FOREIGN WEAPONS

About the local
currency, Kakar was of
the view that the fluc-
tuation in the dollar ex-
change rate was be-
cause of the market,
adding that any in-
crease of one or two
rupees in its price was
not a significant devel-
opment.

The caretaker
prime minister, how-
ever, admitted that for-
eign-made weapons
were being traded in
black market and used
not only in Pakistan but
also in the entire region
– describing it an
alarming trend.

Customs authority allows export of
Pakistani dairy products to China 

RAWALPINDI (INP): Su-
perintendent Adiala Jail,
Rawalpindi on Wednes-
day expressed his inabil-
ity to arrange telephonic
talk of former prime min-
ister and PTI Chairman
Imran Khan with his
sons. In his reply submit-
ted to the Court of Offi-
cial Secrets Act in
Islamabad in the con-
tempt case against him,
the superintendent said
that he had arranged
Imran’s conversation
with his sons on Octo-
ber 18.

“However, one can-
not talk to  people on
WhatsApp living over-
seas for an indefinite time
period,” he said, and
added, “In this connec-
tion, the court can give
instructions to the
Punjab home department
to amend the rules.”

The superintendent
further said that in a let-
ter the IG Jail had written
regarding suspects im-
prisoned under the Offi-
cial Secrets Act, he had
made it clear that such
prisoners did not have

the facility of PCO.
He went on to say

that he could not even
think of defying the
court order.

 “Therefore, I pray
to the court to dispose
of the contempt of court
petition against me,” he
concluded. PTI’s lawyer
Shiraz Ahmad Ranjha
appeared in the court.
However, the case’s
hearing had to be ad-
journed until Monday
due to the absence of
Judge Abual Hasnat
Zulqarnain.

BEIJING (INP): Ex-
port of Pakistani milk
and dairy products to
China has been al-
lowed. This was an-
nounced by General
Administration of Cus-
toms of China (GACC)
according to China
Economic Net (CEN).

Ghulam Qadir
Commercial Counsellor
at Pakistan Embassy
here said this decision
marks a significant
milestone in the bilat-
eral trade relationship
between the two na-
tions as Pakistan has
the potential to create a
new avenue for eco-
nomic cooperation. 

As China continues
to diversify its import
sources, the move is
expected to open up
lucrative opportunities
for Pakistan's dairy in-
dustry, potentially re-
shaping the dynamics

of the global dairy
trade.

“Feeling jubilant
over this new develop-
ment. With this we are
Inching closer towards
sustainable bilateral
trade between Pakistan
and China with bigger
share of Pakistan’s ex-
ports”, he added.

According to an-
nouncement,  foods
made from cow's milk
or camel's milk, includ-
ing milk powder, whey
powder, whey protein
powder, bovine colos-
trum powder, sterilized
milk, modulated milk,
fermented milk, cheese
and processed cheese,
thin cream, cream, an-
hydrous cream, these
dairy products can be
exported to China from
Pakistan. The statement
from GACC further
states that dairy ani-
mals that provide raw

milk for dairy products
exported to China shall
meet different stan-
dards including FMD
quarantine restrictions
have been lifted for at
least 2 months and The
farm has not been sub-
ject to quarantine re-
strictions for anthrax in
the past 12 months.

“Dairy products to
China must be pack-
aged in new materials
that meet Chinese stan-
dards. The outer pack-
aging shall be marked
in Chinese, Urdu and
English with specifica-
tions, origin (specific to
the state / province /
city), destination, prod-
uct name, weight,
manufacturer name,
registration number,
production batch num-
ber, storage conditions,
production date and
shelf life,” statement
added.

16th CNS Ama-
teur Golf Cup

2023 kicks off at
Margalla Greens

Golf Club
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Opening Ceremony
and Media Brief of 16th
Chief of the Naval Staff
Amateur Golf Cup 2023
was held at Margalla
Greens Golf Club
(MGGC), Islamabad.

Commander North
and Patron Pakistan
Navy Golf (North) Com-
modore Khan Mahmood
Asif graced the occasion
as Chief Guest and for-
mally inaugurated the
event.

During the media
brief, he apprised on the
significance of 4 days
long event scheduled
from 8 to 12 Nov 23 and
its conduct in various
categories.

The matches will be
played in four major cat-
egories which include
Men Amateurs (54
holes), Lady Amateur (36
holes), Seniors match (36
holes) and Juniors match
(18 holes).

In addition to main
categories an invitational
match (09 holes) for the
invited guests and spon-
sors will also be played.

In 2007, Pakistan
Navy instituted Chief of
the Naval Staff Amateur
Golf Cup at Islamabad to
add a national level Golf
event in the calendar of
Pakistan Golf Federation.

Ever since, it has
become a regular and
major event of national
golf circuit. Such events
provide a unique oppor-
tunity to  showcase
Pakistan's positive image
to the world as a peace
and sports loving nation.

CHINA: Travelers can be seen at the Khunjerab Pass in Tashkurgan Tajik Au-
tonomous County of northwestern Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region,

ISLAMABAD: Senator Nuzhat Sadiq, Chairperson NCRC Ayesha Raza Farooq presenting sovinior to
participant girl during Universal Children's Day celebration at Pakistan Girls Guide Association
(PGGA) headquarters National Commission on the Rights of Child (NCRC).

ISLAMABAD: The outgoing Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Mulawarman Tugio, called on President
Dr. Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Lahore continues to be ranked world’s
most polluted city

LAHORE (INP):
Punjab’s capital
Lahore was once
again ranked the most
polluted city in the
world with hazardous
air quality conditions
prevailing on Wednes-
day. The severity of
the situation was evi-
dent in the early hours
when the Air Quality
Index (AQI) reached
451, as reported by
www.iqair.com, a glo-
bal air quality monitor-
ing platform. It is im-
portant to note that air
is considered safe to
breathe when the
AQI is below 50.

The AQI is calcu-
lated on the basis of
five categories of pol-
lution: ground-level
ozone, particulate mat-
ter, carbon monoxide,
sulfur dioxide, and ni-
trogen dioxide.

AQI as high as
151-200 is considered
unhealthy, while an
AQI rating between
201 to 300 is more
harmful and over 300
is extremely toxic.

According to ex-
perts, an increase in air
pollution used to be
witnessed in the win-
ter. A change in the
wind speed, wind di-
rection and sliding
minimum temperature
increases air pollution.

The air becomes
heavier in the winter
as compared to sum-
mer, causing poison-
ous particles in the at-
mosphere to move
downwards and mak-
ing the atmosphere
polluted. As a result, a
layer of polluted par-
ticles, including large
amounts of carbon
and smoke, covers an

area. The smoke pro-
duced by burning crop
remnants, factories
and burning coal, gar-
bage, oil or tyres en-
ters the atmosphere
and the impact of this
appears at the onset of
winter and remains till
the season’s end, ex-

perts added.
Amid ‘calamitous’

levels of smog in
Punjab province, the
government has an-
nounced the closure of
schools and officers
three days a week.

The schools and
offices in Lahore and

other smog-hit cities
will remain closed for
three days —Thurs-
day, Friday and Satur-
day — due to the
worsening smog situ-
ation, announced care-
taker chief Mohsin
Naqvi in a press con-
ference here.
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Faiz Hameed land grab case: SC suggests
option to approach Defense Ministry

Pakistani businessmen tapping agricultural
market at China Int'l Import Expo

KP govt pleas to MoC for inclusion of Potas-
sium Chlorate in import policy order, 2022

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Su-
preme Court has disposed of a
petition against former Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) chief
Lt Gen (retd) Faiz Hameed over
allegations of possession of land.

Earlier, the court was re-
quested to allow the presenta-
tion of evidence against the
former Inter-Services Intelli-
gence chief over allegations of
possession of land.

The plea was made during
the hearing of a human rights
case against the former ISI di-
rector general in the Supreme
Court.  A three-judge bench
headed by Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa
heard the petition.

The court said relevant fo-
rums were available to the peti-
tioner for action, and disposed
of the plea without touching the
merits of the case.

The petitioner has made al-
legations against the govern-
ment and some other personali-
ties, the CJP remarked. Does this
constitute a case under Article
184(3)? CJP Isa asked.

Justice Athar Minallah
asked to try to understand the
difference between the human
rights cell and the Supreme
Court, adding that the cell has
no legal authority or status.

“The human rights cell is a
great source of injustice,” he
commented. No chief justice
can take any action that is not
of judicial nature, he said fur-
ther. “Where does the present
case fit according to Supreme
Court rules?” Justice Aminuddin

Khan questioned.
According to the Constitu-

tion and the law, no chief jus-
tice or judge can proceed in
chambers, CJP Isa remarked.
According to the rules, cham-
ber hearing is possible only on
appeals against the registrar’s
objections, he said.

During former CJP Saqib
Nisar’s era, the hearing of hu-
man rights cases in chambers
was declared illegal. In a cham-
ber, any case can be fixed for
hearing only, the CJP remarked,
adding that no chief justice can-
not issue any order in any case
in chamber.

The SC directed petitioner
Moeez Khan to approach other
forums. It added that there was
an option to approach the De-
fense Ministry against a retired
army officer.

The petitioner had argued
in the petition that the purpose
of the illegal action by the
former spy chief was to gain
control of a housing project. He
then asked the apex court to al-
low him to present the evidence
against Lt Gen (retd) Faiz
Hameed.

The court gave some time
to the lawyer of petitioner,
Moeez Ahmed Khan - the chief
executive officer of Topcity
Housing Scheme, to prepare his
arguments.

The petitioner maintained
that on May 12, 2017 a raid was
conducted at his house and of-
fice on the orders of Faiz
Hameed. The purpose of the il-
legal action was to gain control

of Topcity housing project, the
petitioner claimed.

He alleged that during the
raid, valuable items from the
house and records of the hous-
ing society were stolen. Accord-
ing to the petitioner, “After this
raid, my five associates and I
were arrested and kept in illegal
custody.”

His lawyer told the court
that Moeez Khan and his family
were kidnapped on May 12,
2017. The petitioner requested
that the federal government take
action against Lt Gen (retd) Faiz
Hameed, his brother revenue
officer Najaf Hameed and other
associates, and requested the
court to allow him to present
evidence for his arguments.

CJP Isa told the petitioner
he has made serious allegations
in the petition. “Will you appear
in the case yourself or through
a lawyer?” he asked.

The petitioner said he had
engaged a lawyer just yesterday,
and asked to adjourn the pro-
ceedings for some time.

The CJP inquired if the
court had previously taken any
notice of this matter in the past.

The petitioner's lawyer said
the apex court had not taken any
direct action. According to him,
the Ministry of Defence was
authorized to conduct an inquiry
into this matter.

CJP Isa remarked that the
court will not order an adjourn-
ment, and the counsel should
prepare now. The Supreme
Court then announced a short
break in the hearing.

PM Kakar leaves for Tashkent
to attend ECO summit

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar
on Wednesday departed for
Tashkent, Uzbekistan to attend
the Economic Cooperation
Organisation (ECO) summit
being held on November 8-9.

The premier was accom-
panied by Foreign Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani and other mem-
bers of the federal cabinet,
state-run Radio Pakistan re-
ported.

“At the summit, the prime
minister will reaffirm
Pakistan’s commitment to
ECO Vision 2025 and to pro-
moting regional cooperation in
the areas of trade, transport,
connectivity, energy, tourism
and economic growth and pro-
ductivity,” the Foreign Office
said in a press release issued
on Tuesday.

It said the caretaker PM
will present Pakistan’s vision
for the future work of the
organisation and for promoting
regional connectivity and mu-
tual prosperity. He will also
engage in bilateral discussions

with the leadership of
Uzbekistan and other partici-
pating leaders.

The Economic Coopera-
tion Organisation is a regional
interstate forum founded in
1985 in Tehran. As a founding
member, Pakistan remained
committed to the goals of con-
nectivity and mutual prosper-
ity of the ECO region, the
statement added.

Uzbekistan is set to host
the ECO summit for the first
time.Earlier, a Prime Minister’s
Office told that Kakar would
return from Tashkent on Thurs-
day and proceed to Saudi
Arabia on Friday to attend the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation’s emergency con-
ference on Palestine.

Briefly talking about his
upcoming international visits in
a press conference today,
Kakar said the aim of the
emergency OIC conference
would be to establish humani-
tarian corridors in Gaza, where
over 10,000 Palestinians have
been killed since Oct 7.

SHANGHAI (INP): Pakistan
made it to the top ten export-
ers of grain and its products to
China in the year 2022, regis-
tering $456 million in value and
representing a 14.12% growth
y-o-y.

China Economic Net
(CEN) stated on Wednesday
quoting 2023 China Import
Food Report released at the
China Import Food Summit
held at the China International
Import Expo (CIIE) in Shang-
hai.

“China is a crucial market
for us. This is my first visit to
China, and its vibrant con-
sumption market amazed me”,
Pakistani sesame and rice
dealer Muhammad Omair told
CEN. He said so far this year,
his company alone has ex-

ported over 150 containers of
sesame to China and he strives
to push it higher by setting up
an exhibition stand at CIIE.

“Cheap freight, competi-
tive prices, and high-quality
products under the bilateral free
trade agreement hold the key
to Pakistan’s grain export”, he
told CEN reporter, adding,
“high oil content in sesame
makes it increasingly popular
among oil extraction compa-
nies in China”. In the first three
quarters this year, Pakistan has
exported sesame worth
$56,446,268 to China, record-
ing a 41% growth from the
same period in 2022, accord-
ing to statistics from China’s
General Administration of Cus-
toms. “Broken rice for animal
feed, too, has a good demand

in China. In the past three
years since I started exporting
to China, a steady increase has
been recorded.  Last year we
were exporting between 70-
200 containers a month to
China despite the influence of
floods”, Muhammad Omair
said.

Statistics from China’s
General Administration of Cus-
toms show a 20% increase in
its import of broken rice from
Pakistan.

“As the CIIE is being or-
ganized offline in full swing
without the impediment of the
pandemic, it offers golden
matchmaking opportunities for
Pakistani and other interna-
tional businesses to exploit the
vast, open market”,
Muhammad Omair added.

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Home and Tribal Affairs De-
partment, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has pleaded to
the Ministry of Commerce for
including Potassium Chlorate in
the import policy order, 2022
and to make it import subject
to NOC from the Department
of Explosives and Home De-
partments.

The provincial government
in a letter dispatched to the
Federal Ministry informed that
Potassium chlorate was not
locally manufactured in Paki-

stan and was being imported
from China, India and the USA
without any Customs duty.

It said that the chemical
was being used in firecrack-
ers, matchsticks and fireworks,
adding that there was no regu-
latory mechanism to check the
quality of Potassium chlorate
and the provincial government
had decided to amend the Arms
Rules and include permission
for import of the chemical.

The Home Department
therefore requested the Fed-
eral Ministry to include the

Potassium Chlorate in the Im-
port Policy Order 2022 to
regulate its import and avoid
risks attached to it.

It further said that the pro-
vincial government had already
directed the district govern-
ments to conduct crackdowns
against illegal fireworks ven-
dors and check the stock of the
suppliers, vendor details, stock
registers and listing of the ven-
dors. The Deputy Commis-
sioners had also been asked to
keep the vendors under strong
vigilance.

US Dollar on a
steady rise against

Pakistani Rupee
ISLAMABAD (INP): The US
Dollar started trading on Wednes-
day morning at Rs286.50 after wit-
nessing a jump of 11 paisas in the
interbank currency market.

According to currency deal-
ers, the American currency a short
while later made a big jump of 61
paisas in  the interbank trade
against the Pakistani Rupee and
reached the value of Rs287.  At
the closing of the trading session
on Tuesday, the US Dollar saw a
raise of Rs1.11 and closed with a
value of Rs286.40 in the interbank
market.   In the open market, the
Dollar shot up to Rs288 after a rise
of Re1 for another straight day.
The price of the US Dollar against
the Pakistani Rupee has gone out
of control once again, as its de-
mand increases over the past
couple of weeks.  In the last 17
days, the price of American cur-
rency has seen a massive increase
of Rs9.75 in the interbank market,
and more than Rs11 in the open
market.  On Monday, the rate for
the US Dollar closed at Rs285.29
at the end of the trading session
in the interbank market.  At the
start of the new business week
on Monday, the rate for the US
Dollar stood at Rs284.70.

Pakistan to launch
‘special anti-polio

campaign’ this month
ISLAMABAD (INP): The care-
taker government of Pakistan has
decided to launch a phase-wise
‘special anti-polio’ campaign in
November, sources said  on
Wednesday.

The drive which is expected
to be launched later this month
will be the last drive of 2023.

Pakistan has decided to
launch a ‘special anti-polio cam-
paign’ drive after a sample of the
crippling disease was found in
sewage lines of 31 districts of the
country.

Sources within the health
ministry said that the anti-polio
drive will be carried out in two
phases including the first from
November 20 to 24 and the sec-
ond from November 27 to Decem-
ber 3.

Throughout the campaign,
over 44.5 million children under
the age of five will receive the vac-
cine, along with the supplemen-
tary dose of vitamin A.

Over 300,000 frontline work-
ers will take part in the anti-polio
drive, the sources said.

Health officials said the chal-
lenge of polio still existed and
emphasised the need for all to
work together to eradicate the
menace.

PRs to improve track visibility in
foggy conditions via TDAS

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Railways has planned to
introduce the ‘Train Driver
Assistant System’ (TDAS) for
helping train drivers to have a
clear view of the railway
tracks up to an impressive dis-
tance of 700 meters.

According to an official of
Ministry of Pakistan Railways,
“The technology aims to en-
hance the safety and efficiency
of train operations during ad-
verse weather conditions, par-
ticularly in the presence of
dense smog and fog.” He said
that the TDAS system was set
to revolutionize the way trains
navigate through foggy land-
scapes. It promised not only to
avert potential accidents but
also to facilitate smooth rail
travel when visibility is se-
verely compromised.  The of-
ficial of MoPRs said the capa-
bilities of this digital system
extend beyond improved vis-
ibility; it can also identify and
monitor vital elements such as
signals, level crossings, gates,
track obstructions, and other

potential hazards within the
same 700-meter radius. The
official said this comprehensive
approach to training manage-
ment promises to reduce the
risk of accidents significantly.
Initially, he said the department
was planning to install the anti-
fog device in four engines.
However, Pakistan Railways
has outlined a strategic expan-
sion plan, with the ultimate goal
of equipping all trains with this
life-saving technology in the
coming year.  He said in a
move to combat the persistent
challenge of fog-related train
delays, Pakistan Railways has
joined hands with the Univer-
sity of Engineering Taxila
(UET) to introduce a cutting-
edge ‘Digital Railway Driving
System.’  The official said the
system is not only expected to
facilitate timely train move-
ments on foggy days but will
also be instrumental in avert-
ing accidents during severe
foggy weather, enhancing the
overall safety and efficiency of
Pakistan’s railway network.

TASHKENT: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar is being received by Prime Minister of
Uzbekistan Abdulla Nigmatovich Aripov upon his arrival in Uzbekistan to attend 16th ECO Summit.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Jamal Shah in meet-
ing with His Excellency Jiang Zaidong, Ambassador of China, at China Embassy.

KARACHI: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) senior leader Shazia Marri addressing
a press conference.

ISLAMABAD:  Commander North and Patron Pakistan Navy Golf (North) Commodore Khan Mahmood
Asif  addressing the opening ceremony of 16th Chief of the Naval Staff Amateur Golf Cup 2023 was
held at Margalla Greens Golf Club (MGGC), Islamabad.


