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CTD Thwarts Terrorist Attack,
Neutralizes Three Terrorists in

Khuzdar: Spokesman
Mir Salam Jogezai :

Govt Must End Illegal Trawling in
Gwadar: Maulana Hidayat

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Maulana Hidayat
ur Rehman, Chief of Haq Do
Tehreek, has urged both the pro-
vincial and federal governments
to take immediate action to halt
illegal trawling activities in
Gwadar.

 During a press conference at
the Quetta Press Club, Maulana
expressed deep concern over the
government’s failure to address
the issue despite repeated ap-
peals.

People Lost Jobs
Highlighting the severe im-

pact of illegal trawling, Maulana
emphasized that it has led to the
loss of employment for thousands
of fishermen, who depend on the
coastal areas for their livelihood.

He underlined the signifi-
cance of the coast belt and the
borders with Iran and Afghani-
stan as major sources of income

for the local population.
Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman claimed

that people are facing hindrances in con-
ducting business activities at the coast, as
well as at the Pak-Afghan border in
Chaman and the Pak-Iran border in
Taftan.

The HDT Chief called for urgent
measures to put an end to these illegal
practices, emphasizing the importance of
preserving the economic well-being of the
affected communities.

QUETTA: In a major break-
through, the Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD Balochistan) suc-
cessfully neutralized three terrorists
affiliated with a banned organization
in an intelligence-based operation in
Khuzdar. The operation, conducted in
the Girisha tehsil Nal camp, thwarted
the terrorists’ plan to carry out a deto-
nation.

The law enforcement officials, in
an attempt to intercept the terrorists
on motorcycles near the Kank area,
were met with gunfire. In the ensu-
ing encounter, all three terrorists were
eliminated.

 A significant cache of arms,
ammunition, and explosives, including
two sub-machine guns, pistols, hand
grenades, a magnetic IED, and
rounds, were seized from the posses-
sion of the deceased terrorists.

The spokesperson for CTD
Balochistan highlighted the swift re-
sponse of the security forces, pre-

venting a potential terrorist attack. A
case has been registered at CTD
Khuzdar police station, and investi-
gations are underway to apprehend
any remaining members of the net-
work.

This decisive operation under-
scores the commitment of the
Counter-Terrorism Department to
maintaining peace and security in the
region.

The successful intervention not
only neutralized a significant threat
but also showcased the effectiveness
of intelligence-driven counter-terror-
ism efforts in Balochistan.

Balochistan Health Minister Supports
Congo-Affected Doctors in Karachi

Health Desk:
KARACHI: During his visit to

Karachi, Balochistan’s Caretaker
Health Minister, Dr. Amir
Muhammad Jogezai, displayed a
commendable show of concern for
the frontline warriors battling the
Congo virus. Joined by Health Sec-
retary Abdullah Khan, the minister
took a hands-on approach, personally
inquiring about the health of doctors
and nurses affected by the virus.

Free PCR Tests Of All
32 Doctors

In a significant announcement, he
pledged to conduct free PCR tests
for all 32 doctors at Aga Khan Hos-
pital, reflecting a proactive stance in
managing the situation.

The grim reality of the Congo
virus’s impact became apparent as 16
health professionals, including 11 doc-
tors, succumbed to the infection. This
prompted the declaration of an emer-
gency across all government-run hos-
pitals, highlighting the gravity of the
situation.

2 Doctors Serious
Among the affected, two doctors

are currently in critical condition,
emphasizing the urgent need for con-
certed efforts to curb the spread of
the virus. Tragically, the healthcare
community lost one of its own, Dr.
Shakaurullah Khan Baloch, to the re-

lentless grip of the Congo virus. His untimely demise serves as a poignant
reminder of the risks faced by those at the forefront of the battle against
infectious diseases.

Govt Committed To Treat Congo Virus Patients
Minister Jogezai’s visit not only demonstrated solidarity with the medi-

cal fraternity but also underscored the government’s commitment to ad-
dressing the crisis head-on. In the face of adversity, the decision to prioritize
free testing for healthcare professionals reflects a proactive and compas-
sionate approach, aiming to safeguard those tirelessly working to protect
public health.

The situation remains fluid, and the authorities are undoubtedly working
tirelessly to mitigate the impact of the Congo virus on the healthcare system
and, ultimately, the community at large.

Aid groups call for immediate ceasefire in
Gaza as death toll reaches 10,812

GAZA: A teenager has been arrested
and is under investigation for assault af-
ter kicking a rabbi in the back in the Paris
Metro, a prosecutor has said, against
broader concerns over a recent surge in
antisemitism in France.

According to Reuters, the prosecu-
tor at the Bobigny Tribunal said the pos-
sibility of an antisemitic motive aggra-
vated the potential charges.

The incident happened around mid-
day on Wednesday and the victim was
wearing a black suit and hat, attire often
worn by Jewish rabbis, the prosecutor
said. There have been 1,159 antisemitic
acts in France since the Oct 7 attack on
Israel, Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin
said on Wednesday, nearly three times
the number in all of 2022.

Some members of the Jewish com-
munity in France have said they feel
afraid to leave the house wearing visible
religious emblems such as the kippah, or
skullcap worn by some Jewish men, and
consider which synagogue to attend as
some have tighter security protocols.

The president of Cyprus has out-
lined a proposal to open a maritime corri-
dor to help deliver more aid to Gaza, a
plan which he said could be operational
quickly but which diplomats said faced
challenges, Reuters reports.

Under the plan presented by Presi-
dent Nikos Christodoulides at a humani-
tarian conference in Paris, aid would be
sent by sea to Gaza from the Mediterra-
nean island of Cyprus, the closest Euro-
pean Union member state about 370 km
(230 miles) away. “We hope immediately
to implement it,” he said of the 25-page
proposal. The plan is aimed at expanding
capacity for humanitarian relief to the
Gaza Strip beyond limited deliveries be-
ing made through the Rafah crossing be-
tween Egypt and the Palestinian enclave
since Israel began its air and ground of-
fensive in Gaza. Christodoulides said the

operations centre would be based in the
southern Cypriot city of Larnaca, where
there is a port and airport, and where a
coordination centre with 33 countries is
already in place. British foreign minister
James Cleverly said calls for a ceasefire
in Gaza were understandable but the
United Kingdom also recognised that
Israel was acting for its own security,
Reuters reports.

“Well, what we have said, is that
calling for a ceasefire is understandable,”
Cleverly said during a visit to Riyadh,
where he met Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud.

“But what we also recognise is that
Israel is taking action to secure its own
stability and its own security. Of course,
we want to see this terrible situation re-
solved as quickly as possible,” he added.

“The immediate challenge is the hu-
manitarian needs of the people of Gaza,”
he said. “Well, calling for a ceasefire is
the easy point. Actually, establishing
peace is much more difficult, and we are
committed to establishing peace and sus-

tainable peace that sees Israel secure but
also sees security for the Palestinians,”
Cleverly said.

World powers need to stop talking
about the idea of a two-state solution to
the Israel-Palestinian conflict and instead
put forward practical proposals to make
it work once it ends, Italy’s foreign min-
ister has said, according to Reuters.

Speaking in Paris after a humanitar-
ian conference on Gaza, Antonio Tajani
said Rome had sent a naval hospital ship
from Naples on Thursday morning to the
region, but he emphasised resolving the
conflict would need some more creativ-
ity to create a perspective for peace.

“We have to put ideas on the table.
I don’t find any other solutions than the
United Nations if we want peace,” he told
reporters. “We have to move forward and
try to convince.” Tajani suggested that
after the conflict in Gaza had been fin-
ished, creating a UN peacekeeping mis-
sion like in Lebanon could be one area to
explore. Italy contributes some 1,300 sol-
diers to Lebanon. NEWS DESK

Tandoor Association Announced Closure of
Tandoors in Quetta

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: The registered

Anjuman Tajran Balochistan and
Tandoor Association have jointly
declared the temporary closure of
tandoors starting today (Friday) un-
til further notice. This announcement
was made during a press conference
at the Quetta Press Club on Thurs-
day, led by Wali Afghan, the Gen-
eral Secretary of Anjuman Tajran
Balochistan (Registered), along with
Muhammad Naeem Khilji, Chair-
man of Tandoor Association, Haji
Raza Khan Khalji, and Malik Wali.

The closure stems from the al-
leged targeting of Quetta’s Tandoor
community since November 1, in re-
sponse to the federal government’s
decision to repatriate illegal immi-
grants. Approximately 300 ovens
have been shut down.

Furthermore, the representa-
tives highlighted the disparate treat-

ment, pointing out that workers and contractors in coal mines in various
districts, including Dikki, Harnai, and Quetta, were allowed to operate
under a specified procedure.

DNA samples of prime suspect match in
Khairpur maid murder case: minister

SINDH: Sindh Caretaker Min-
ister for Law and Human Rights
Muhammed Omer Soomro has con-
firmed that the DNA samples of Pir
Asad Shah, the prime suspect in the
murder case of nine-year-old house-
maid Fatima Furro, have matched
with the semen obtained from the
clothes of the victim.

The deceased girl was employed
as a domestic worker at a haveli
(mansion) owned by Asad Shah — a
local influential — in Khairpur’s
Ranipur area and was found dead
under mysterious circumstances on
August 14.

Later, a post-mortem report con-
firmed the minor was also sexually
abused.

A case was lodged on the com-
plaint of her mother, Shabnam
Khatoon, under Sections 302 (inten-
tional murder) and 34 (acts done by
several persons in furtherance of a
common intention) of the Pakistan
Penal Code (PPC) at Ranipur police
station and an investigation was initi-
ated.

During the investigation, the po-
lice arrested suspects Pir Asad Shah,
his wife Hina Shah, his father-in-law
Pir Fayyaz Shah, and Imtiaz Mirasi.

Soomro, while addressing a press
conference on Wednesday, claimed
that initially, the DNA samples of the
prime suspect did not match as the
officials of the health department had
destroyed the specimen due to the
influence of the suspect. The same,
however, matched when the DNA
samples were processed at a facility
in Punjab, he added.

Earlier, a DNA report issued by
the Liaquat University of Medical and
Health Sciences in Jamshoro, a copy
of which Dawn.com has seen, had
stated that “mix DNA profiles” were
obtained from semen stains on the
clothes of the deceased girl.

The girl’s father, Nadeem Ali
Furiro, had initially claimed that the
girl was afflicted by some stomach-
related ailment, as indicated by doc-

tors when she was taken to a local
private hospital on the night of Aug
14-15.

Later, the girl died in her house
after having been discharged from
hospital.

Claims about her death transpir-
ing as a result of torture came to the
fore when videos of a girl bearing
torture marks went viral. It was not
known who leaked the videos. These
videos were obtained by the police
team, which also met some social
activists from the area.

After the videos went viral in the
district, police took notice of the mat-
ter and Sukkur Counterterrorism De-
partment Deputy Superintendent of
Police Abdul Qudoos Kalwar met the
girl’s parents.

 He later met social activists and
viewed the viral videos, subsequently
reporting to DIG Jiskani that the mat-
ter was serious and the exhumation
of Fatima’s body was required.

On Aug 17, Khair-pur police also
arrested a key suspect in the case,
who was later remanded into police
custody.

Another teenage housemaid al-
leged that she was tortured by Syed
Asad Shah and his wife, Hina Shah,
who have been detained.

Khairpur SSP Khoso said the 13-
year-old girl made the claims in a
video and police were making her
statement part of the case file of the
FIR lodged by Fatima’s mother
against Asad Shah and his wife.
NEWS DESK
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What China wants from Pakistan
By Khurram Husain:

Healthcare Crisis in Balochistan Favors
Karachi as Patient Destination

Editorial:
The recent exodus of Congo virus patients from Quetta to Karachi has un-
veiled the alarming state of government-run hospitals in Balochistan. The
tragic loss of Dr. Shakarullah Baloch, who succumbed to the deadly virus en
route to Karachi, serves as a poignant reminder of the dire situation.

11 Doctors Tested Positive For Congo Virus
Most of the nearly dozen patients, including 11 doctors, have sought

refuge in private hospitals in Karachi in their desperate fight for survival. This
raises a crucial and deeply troubling question: when healthcare professionals
themselves lack confidence and trust in Balochistan’s healthcare system, how
can we expect the general public to place their faith in it?

Investigation Into Outbreak of Congo Virus Is Imperative
First and foremost, a comprehensive investigation into the outbreak of

the Congo virus within the Civil Hospital’s trauma center is imperative. It is
vital to understand how and why approximately two dozen healthcare profes-
sionals fell victim to this deadly virus. We must examine whether standard
operating procedures for treating Congo virus patients were followed and
determine whether the government has initiated an inquiry to address this
critical matter.

Furthermore, the destination for Congo virus patients was intended to be
the Fatima Jinnah Chest and TB Hospital, yet the patient was inexplicably
admitted to the trauma center of the Civil Hospital. These discrepancies war-
rant a thorough review.

Time Has Come For Complete Overhaul of Health Care System
It is disheartening that despite a substantial investment of over Rs. 50

billion in Balochistan’s healthcare sector and a significant number of medical
professionals, patients continue to be referred to Karachi for medical treat-
ment. This trend underscores a lack of trust in the healthcare system within the
province, and corrective measures are urgently required.

The time has come for a comprehensive evaluation and overhaul of
Balochistan’s healthcare system to regain the trust of both healthcare profes-
sionals and the general public. Only by addressing these critical flaws can we
hope to build a robust and dependable healthcare system that serves the
needs of the people.

WHAT China wants
from Pakistan is the same
as what China wants
from every other coun-
try, which is to endlessly
run a trade surplus in
their favour. There might
be a few specific things
beyond this, such as
Gwadar for instance, but
those are marginal and
nowhere near as central
to Chinese designs in
Pakistan and the rest of
the world as we might
imagine.

Just add up the
numbers. Since 2010, Pa-
kistan has run a cumula-
tive trade deficit with
China equal almost to
$90 billion. This means
capital worth $90bn has
flowed from Pakistan to
China against goods and
services coming the
other way. The next big
deficit region includes
the oil-producing coun-
tries of the Gulf.

With the US, in the
same period, Pakistan ran
a trade surplus of $34bn.
With the UK, it ran a
trade surplus of almost
$12bn. For the EU, it is
harder to give a figure
because the State Bank
does not report EU trade
data as a region, and the
member countries have
changed over the de-
cade, making it difficult
to manually compute the
cumulative trade for
these years. But it is safe
to assume that there
would be a sizeable trade

surplus here too.
The numbers paint a

rather straightforward
picture. Pakistan earns
capital by participating in
the economies of the US,
UK and EU, and spends
this capital in the econo-
mies of China and the oil-
producing kingdoms of
the Gulf.

The interesting
thing is, if you look at the
decade between 2000
and 2010, China would
not factor as the top
country with which Paki-
stan ran a trade deficit. It
attained that position
post-2010, and cemented
it further with the second
China Pakistan Free
Trade Agreement agreed
to in 2019.

This is not unique to
Pakistan. There are not
many countries in the
world that run a trade
surplus with China. The
single largest trade sur-
plus that anyone ran with
China last year, for ex-
ample, was Taiwan, com-
ing in at $156bn.

Other countries that
ran a trade surplus with
China include Japan,
South Korea, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Brazil and a
few others. By and large,
the rest of the world runs
a deficit. India, for ex-
ample, ran a $100bn defi-
cit with China last year
alone.

The difference be-
tween them and us, how-
ever, is they can afford
this deficit whereas we

can’t. Another differ-
ence is that India has
worked to safeguard its
trade interests with
China, for example, by
eschewing a bilateral
free trade deal with them,
while pursuing these
with others in Southeast
Asia instead.

Pakistan, on the
other hand, has not only
gone deeper into this
loss-making relationship
with China, but in-
creased reliance on Chi-
nese credit as well along
the way. A report re-
leased by Aid Data, a re-
search lab based in the
College of William and
Mary, provides some
useful data.

Since 2000, China
has committed $70bn to
Pakistan in the form of
development finance, in-
cluding emergency lend-
ing for budgetary sup-
port. Of this, $56bn was
committed in the post-
2013 period, when the
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) began. The report
provides data on com-
mitments only, not actual
disbursements, but in
some categories, it is
easy to see how commit-
ments would equal dis-
bursements.

One of these cat-
egories is the general
budget support. Of the
$56bn committed by
China to Pakistan in the
post-BRI period, $16bn
were for budget support.
In the pre-BRI period,

the years running from
2000 to 2012, budget
support credits were
$4.6bn.

Notice the trend?
China begins extending
more and more credit for
budget support to Paki-
stan as the trade deficit
grew. What is the pur-
pose of these credits? To
keep us in the game. So
we can keep losing more
and more to them with
every passing year.

Let’s emphasise
something that should
otherwise be obvious.
China is doing nothing
wrong here. This is, in
fact, fairly normal trade
policy for an emerging
great power. All great
powers have run a simi-
lar trajectory. They run
trade surpluses with the
rest of the world for pro-
longed periods, gather-
ing more and more capi-
tal within their economy
as the years pass.

Then they become
exporters of this capital
to others. Eventually, as
their economy becomes
the single largest pro-
ducer of goods and ser-
vices, as well as the
single largest supplier of
capital to the world, they
remake the rules of the
game to make their cur-
rency the medium of ex-
change in global trade
settlements as well as
the key reserve asset.

China is walking
this timeline, although it
has hit some snags in

graduating from the role
of “workshop of the
world” to the key finan-
cier of the world
economy.

To repeat: China is
doing nothing wrong,
nothing sinister. This is
normal trade policy for
an emerging power, and
its relationship with
much of the world looks
like this. It is Pakistan
that has to learn some-
thing here. The first
thing to do is to drain all
emotion out of the rela-
tionship.

This business of
‘higher than the highest
mountain’ needs to end.
Second thing is to take
stock of the two free
trade agreements we
have had with China thus
far, and decide whether
we want to renew this in
2024 or not, and if so, on
what terms.

The most important
thing is to realise that the
game is all about earning
capital, not borrowing it,
not pulling it in with one-
off fire sales of assets.
Centre your relation-
ships with all countries
around this principle.

Relationships that
help you earn capital are
to be built upon. Those
that drain capital from
you are to be reformed
and changed. Build a
foreign policy with this
in mind. That is the only
way the country can pull
itself out from a cycle of
endless borrowing.

Elusive climate justice
By Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

NO other climate issue
has divided the Global
South and Global North
in international climate
negotiations as much as
the question of setting
up of the loss and dam-
age fund (LDF). Devel-
oped and developing
countries have shouted
at each other in a dia-
logue of the deaf be-
cause the two subscribe
to two distinct prin-
ciples, if not paradigms.
Developing countries
have traditionally argued
for ‘shared but differen-
tiated responsibility’,
enunciated as Principle 7
of the Rio Declaration of
1992, arguing that
industrialised countries
responsible for emis-
sions in the atmosphere
since the Industrial
Revolution have a his-
torical responsibility to
support developing
countries. Led by
America, developed
countries have tradition-
ally rejected this respon-
sibility and refused to
engage in discussions
on liability or compensa-
tion. Dr Saleemul Haq,
my friend from
Bangladesh and lifetime
warrior for loss and dam-
age who, sadly, just left
this world, exercised
leadership and struggled
to ensure that the Paris
Agreement recognised
“the importance of avert-
ing, minimising, and ad-
dressing loss and dam-
age associated with the
adverse effects of cli-
mate change”. The EU
and US have, however,
insisted on extending
support to only the least
developed countries.

The EU also made its
contributions to the fund
conditional on contribu-
tions from China. It was
a coded way of diluting
the principle of historical
responsibility by engag-
ing China and other
emerging economies, as
well as oil-rich economies
such as Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, as contribu-
tors. The EU and US po-
sitions were based on
Principle 6 of the Rio
Declaration that recom-
mends ‘special priority’
be given to LDCs.

The emphasis on
LDCs excludes middle-
income countries such as
Pakistan that are dispro-
portionately exposed to
climate risks and disas-
ters. As chair of the
Group of 77, Pakistan
drew attention to the
country’s climate vulner-
ability and argued that
loss and damage support
should also be extended
to vulnerable countries
even if they were not
LDCs. Pakistan’s advo-
cacy to set up the LDF
was successful at COP27
held in November 2022.
A transitional committee
was created to resolve
fundamental issues to
operationalise the LDF.
The key questions in-
cluded: The basic differ-
ences between devel-
oped and developing
countries are rooted in
two distinct standpoints.
The transitional commit-
tee failed to resolve them
in its four meetings but
eventually a special meet-
ing in Dubai resolved the
issue as follows:

Allocation: Devel-
oped countries have
agreed to make financial

contributions to the LDF
on a voluntary basis
only. There will be no
obligatory contribu-
tions. Additionally, it is
agreed that the LDF will
seek contributions from
philanthropists, bilateral
and multilateral institu-
tions, the private sector
and, possibly, from car-
bon markets, pricing
mechanisms, and other
such instruments that
can serve to comple-
ment grants and
concessional loans from
public and private
sources. It is agreed that
financing instruments,
such as social protec-
tion, contingency fi-
nance, catastrophe-risk
insurance, and catastro-
phe bonds will be used.
This wide-ranging menu
will enable the LDF to
use grants,
concessional loans, and
blended lending.

Governance: Devel-
oping countries have
grudgingly accepted the
American proposal to let
the World Bank host the
LDF for the first four
years. They had initially
argued the bank was not
independent enough to
administer the fund, and
that it would give donor
countries outsized influ-
ence over decision-mak-
ing. The governance
system for the LDF is,
however, not fully deter-
mined yet, as the transi-
tional committee
charged with making
recommendations for
the fund could not agree
on key aspects of the
board and its role.

Scale: The pro-
posed amount for the
fund is not yet clear as

sources of funding and
types of financing have
not been agreed upon
thus far. It is still ex-
pected that the LDF will
add a third pillar to the
global climate finance
landscape, as the other
two pillars — mitigation
and adaptation — are
operational. Developing
countries have pro-
posed at least $100 bil-
lion by 2030 to address
irreversible damage
caused by climate
change. Globally, climate
economists have esti-
mated that the measur-
able annual cost to de-
veloping nations will
reach over $400bn by
2030, and above $1 tril-
lion by 2050.

Eligibility: The eligi-
bility  criteria for
prioritising financing
has not yet been
finalised and the final
decision will hinge on
several factors particu-
larly sources of funding
and the type of funds
made available to the
LDF. It is, however, cer-
tain that LDCs and small
island developing coun-
tries will be given the
first preference, while for
other developing coun-
tries special-purpose
windows are expected to
be established. For
countries such as Paki-
stan that experience
large-scale rehabilita-
tion, resettlement and re-
construction challenges
(as seen after last year’s
floods), some trigger-
based mechanisms
could perhaps be devel-
oped for fast-track sup-
port in case of disasters.
The LDF could use a
combination of ‘needs-

based’ (a country’s eco-
nomic and financial limi-
tations and vulnerabil-
ity) and ‘performance-
based’ (a country’s abil-
ity and performance in
utilising the allocated fi-
nances) criteria to assign
funds.

Several operational
elements of the LDF re-
main to be negotiated.
Yet, it is clear the LDF is
not aligned with the as-
pirations of those devel-
oping countries who
were seeking financial
flows based on the prin-
ciples of climate justice.
From our point of view,
the fund will take time to
be operationalised, giv-
ing Pakistan time to
prioritise the loss-and-
damage-related commit-
ments made in its revised
Nationally Determined
Contributions and aug-
ment its eligibility to re-
ceive LDF financing.

The consensus
reached on
operationalising the
fund is precarious and
this, together with the
war in Gaza, will cast a
long shadow on the cli-
mate summit later this
month. The proposed
fund has potentially be-
come entangled with
several central issues of
the climate summit, par-
ticularly the phasing out
of coal and other fossil
fuels, approval of the
Global Stocktake report,
carbon trading mecha-
nisms, and mobilising
private sector finance for
both adaptation and miti-
gation. It will now influ-
ence the main negotiat-
ing text and the out-
comes of the Conference
of the Parties.

Food safety
By Navaira Ali Bangash:

FOOD safety and nu-
trition are closely linked.
Just as nutrition is cru-
cial to good health, food
safety issues are critical
for overall health and
well-being. In short, it’s
all about whether or not
what we chew, eat and
drink is  safe for our
health. This refers to us-
ing ingredients and han-
dling, preparing and
storing food in a way that
minimises the risk of
foodborne illnesses, as
biological, chemical and
physical contamination
can be hazardous. Ac-
cording to statistics, al-
most one in 10 people
globally falls ill after eat-
ing contaminated food,
while 420,000 die every
year as a result of it.

Pakistan made its
first food safety law back
in the 1960s. Over the
years, policymakers es-
tablished clear stan-
dards regarding food
safety and protection in
the country, with the fed-
eral and provincial regu-
lators trying to imple-
ment them.

However, in viola-
tion of the set standards,
the adulteration of pack-
aged food by adding in-
ferior or harmful ingredi-
ents to edible products,
and the trend of cutting
corners and duping con-
sumers have persisted
here. Local standards
even prohibit the addi-
tion of certain  food
colours or additives to
packaged food prod-
ucts. With the laws in
place and the regulators
apparently enforcing
them, and a formal well-
documented food sector
operating in the country,
one would have as-
sumed that ensuring
food safety would not be
much of a challenge, but
the situation is, in fact,
the reverse.

The grey food trade
is booming in Pakistan

and formal channels suf-
fer. Not only is the smug-
gling of food items det-
rimental to an already
crippled economy it also
raises grave health con-
cerns. Cooking oils ,
spices and dairy prod-
ucts such as butter and
creams are commonly
smuggled. The recent
influx of Iranian and Af-
ghan food products
through illegal trade may
appear to offer respite to
the food-inflation-struck
masses due to cheap
rates. But it’s important
to note that there is ab-
solutely no regulation of
the health and safety
standard of these food
items — with zero trac-
ing, tracking or testing
— before they hit the
market shelves.

A few years ago,
the commerce ministry
issued SRO 237 that
clearly mentioned that
packaged food products
should have at least 66
per cent of their shelf life
left at the time of import,
and added that the in-
gredients should be
printed in both Urdu and
English on the packag-
ing, along with the au-
thentic halal certification
logo. Sadly, food items
that do not conform to
the standards set in SRO
237 are being smuggled
through  Taftan and
flourish in markets in
Balochistan near the
border, and are even ac-
cessed by wholesalers
and high-end retailers in
urban centres. Inaccu-
rate expiry dates on the
packaging are alarming
and there is no way of
verifying them. Nutrient
information in a foreign
language is another hin-
drance. It may sound
relatively benign but can
lead to harmful health
conditions such as pro-
longed allergies. The use
of banned food chemi-
cals may lead to illnesses
including food poison-

ing. The effects of harm-
ful food additives can
include palpitations, ur-
ticaria, abdominal pain,
diarrhoea and vomiting.
Some spices even be-
come carriers for spores
and can be responsible
for serious outbreaks.

Globally, food
scares are not uncom-
mon. Pesticide residues
have been previously
found in imported rice
batches in many coun-
tries, leading to tempo-
rary bans and stricter
regulation of rice imports.
The same is the case for
many prohibited dyes
and food colour. In 2018,
Australian cantaloupes
laced with Listeria
caused an outbreak of
listeriosis in the coun-
tries they were exported
to, leading to their recall.

In Pakistan, the
smuggled food products
situation was improving
after SRO 237 was issued
in 2019, but in the past
few months, these
smuggled food items
seem to be back.

Porous borders and
poor enforcement of
food laws have boosted
this illicit trade. Stake-
holders, policymakers
and the government
should focus their atten-
tion on curbing the ille-
gal inflow of these prod-
ucts from across the bor-
der for the sake of public
health. Apart from health
risks, the economy faces
staggering financial
losses due to these prac-
tices. Pakistan loses $2.6
billion in tax revenues
due to the smuggling of
food items. Smuggled
food cost is estimated at
$9bn. Uniform legislation
should be in place to im-
pose stringent measures.
The Pakistan Standards
and Quality Control Au-
thority, Pakistan Cus-
toms and the Ministry of
Commerce should en-
sure a stronger crack-
down.

Bars and ballots
By F.S. Aijazuddin:

IN the forthcoming 2024
US presidential election,
no US voter with any
sense would vote for Joe
Biden. He is a heartbeat
away from extinction.
Those who have taken
leave of their senses will
vote for Donald Trump.
He is a judge’s breath
away from a jail sen-
tence.

At the moment,
Trump faces 91 criminal
charges. Imran Khan
claims he has 150 cases
arraigned against him.
Both describe their per-
secution as ‘witch
hunts’.

Trump could be
convicted and sen-
tenced, and — much to

the chagrin of his oppo-
nents — he could still be
re-elected as president.

According to one
US legal expert: “The
constitution has very
few requirements to
serve as president, such
as being at least 35 years
of age. It does not bar
anyone indicted, or con-
victed, or even serving
jail time, from running as
president and winning
the presidency.” Or
granting himself a presi-
dential pardon once he
is in the Oval Office.
(Nixon after Watergate
might have done, given
the chance.)

Trump’s tenacity
reminds one of the open-
ing lines of a short story

by Ambrose Bierce, the
19th-century American
satirist. He began: “The
fact that Jim Jones was
buried was to him not in-
controvertible proof that
he was dead. Jim Jones
was always a hard man
to convince.”

The fact that Trump
could be in jail during his
election campaign is not
an insurmountable ob-
stacle to the presidency:
Trump has always been
a hard man to convince.

There is a parallel
between the forthcoming
elections in the US and
those in Pakistan. While
the date of the US elec-
tions is graven in stone
(even if their results are
not, as Trump demon-

strated in Novem-ber
2020), the date of
Pakistan’s next elections
has been treated as a
bauble, a plaything in
the hands of those who
should not have
trivialised their duty to
the electorate.

Some might see that
the president, the chief
election commissioner
and the chief justice (CJ)
of the Supreme Court —
all three being paid out
of the same national ex-
chequer — have been
passing the cushion of
responsibility regarding
elections since August
2023, when the assem-
blies were dissolved. The
CEC used the interven-
ing time to develop a

thesaurus of excuses
why elections could not
or should not be held
within the constitutional
time limit. Finally, after
months of unconscio-
nable prevarication, the
CEC proposed Feb 11 to
the CJ of the Supreme
Court. His Lordship ad-
vised the CEC to consult
the president, whom the
CEC in August had re-
fused to meet just for that
purpose. After a stylised
performance of belated
amity in the Aiwan-i-Sadr,
these two decided on yet
another date — Feb 8.

The CJ has often
advised those appearing
before him to avoid cit-
ing US judicial prece-
dents. He might consider

allowing this exception
— a reference to the US
presidential election of
1864. The divided states
of America were in the
throes of a civil war. In
November 1864,
Abraham Lincoln (then
president), had to
choose between con-
ducting an election or
postponing it.

He decided to go
ahead and hold them,
argu ing: “We cannot
have free government
without elections; and if
the rebellion could force
us to forgo, or postpone
a national election it
might fairly claim to have
already conquered and
ruined us.” Lincoln took
the risk. He could have

lost. Instead, he won,
both the election and in
time also the war.

Here in Pakistan, we
have been conquered by
our own civic feeble-
ness. We have been ru-
ined by our political in-
ertia. We have allowed
ourselves to believe that
our 50-year old Consti-
tution is subordinate to
the whims of official
functionaries.

We can vote only
when we are allo-wed to.
One more step back-
wards and we will be told
who to vote for and in
what numbers, and
which parties should be
melded into a parliamen-
tary majority.

The year 2024 has

yet to etch its own his-
tory. The year 2019 is al-
ready a date in the alma-
nac. On July 22 that year,
two men met in the
White House — presi-
dent Donald Trump and
prime minister Imran
Khan. Their formal par-
leys gushed with unfelt
bonhomie which over-
flowed into an over-long
tour by the president of
his White House. (One
Pakistani attendee later
complained that the
guests tired before their
host did.)

Today finds Imran
Khan in a Pakistani jail.
Donald Trump, if con-
victed, may soon find
himself inside an Ameri-
can one.
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Special Federal Economic Zone to be
established near Fateh Jang

Changes in lockdown: Punjab allows mar-
kets, shops to open today, tomorrow

LAHORE (INP): The
Punjab government
has announced some
changes in its four-day
lockdown in eight dis-
tricts of the province.

It has now al-
lowed markets in these
smog hotspot districts
to open today and to-
morrow. The Punjab
Department of Pri-
mary Healthcare has
also issued an amend-
ment notification.

As per details of
the new partial
lockdown, markets,
shops and shopping
malls have been al-
lowed to remain open
today and tomorrow in
the eight districts of

Punjab where smog
levels have been found
to be the highest and
that are potential
hotspots for conjunc-
tivitis (eye infection).

However, the
shops and markets will
remain closed on Sat-
urday and Sunday, the
notification said. It said
the decision applied to
Lahore, Nankana
Sahib, Sheikhupura,
Kasur, Gujranwala,
Narowal, Hafizabad
and Sialkot districts.

Moreover, restau-
rants, cinemas, gyms,
public and private
schools, colleges, and
universities, and of-
fices will remain

closed from Thursday
to Sunday on account
of Iqbal Day.

On Wednesday,
the provincial govern-
ment had declared a
smart lockdown to
tackle the escalating
air pollution levels and
an alarming increase
in conjunctivitis cases.

A notification is-
sued by the health de-
partment raised the red
flag, citing the escalat-
ing threat of conjunc-
tivitis, also known as
pink eye.

The notification
read, "The spread of
Conjunctivitis/Pink
Eye due to bacterial or
viral infection, smoke,

dust, or chemical expo-
sure is increasing day
by day, which poses a
serious and imminent
threat to public health."

Recognizing the
importance of main-
taining critical ser-
vices, the government
outlined exemptions for
key personnel. Judges,
lawyers, court staff,
healthcare profession-
als, law enforcement
agencies,

 essential service
providers, WASAs,
mu n i c i p a l i t i e s ,
WAPDA, NTDC,
DISCOs, and SNGPL
were among those ex-
empted from the
lockdown restrictions.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  In a significant
decision to boost in-
dustry a Special Fed-
eral Economic Zone
will be established
near Fateh Jang as
covering area of 85
square kilometers has
already designated in
this respect. This am-
bitious project aims to
spur economic growth
and development.

The project in-
cludes the construc-
tion of a modern rail
and truck terminal.
Additionally,

 it will be
seamlessly connected
to the New Islamabad
Airport through a 20-
kilometer road that
branches from the
CPEC Motorway.
Furthermore, a new
Expressway spanning
25 kilometers will con-
nect Gali Jagir on M2
Motorway to the M14
Motorway, creating a
direct access route
from Lahore
Motorway.

The sources have
revealed that the se-
lected area for this
Special Federal Eco-
nomic Zone spans

over 85 square kilo-
meters, situated in
Tehsil Fateh Jang and
linked with Islamabad
Airport.  This vast re-
gion will encompass
various villages, in-
cluding Duhok
Syedan, Hastal,
Majhia, Taj Bara,
Souk, Pandefath, Gali
Jagir, Nikodar, Makki
Dohok, Shahroi
Saadullah, Shahroi
Bahadur, Shahroi
Chirag, Laniwala,
Gada, Rai Nika, Ismail,
Burj, Pahag, Dohok
Mond, Dohok Kiran
Wali, Aruriya, Dalhal,
and Kot Fateh Khan.

This development
falls within the Fateh
Jang Tehsil, District
Attock.

The Federal Spe-
cial Economic Zone
will source its water
supply from the Indus
River, facilitated by a
54-kilometer-long wa-
ter supply line originat-
ing from Khushalgarh
near Jund. Moreover,
a mini dam will be con-
structed in Thatti
Gujran to meet the
water requirements of
the zone.

The Golra Sharif

Fateh Jang Jund rail-
way line, which is only
five kilometers from
the zone, will be mod-
ernized. A railway
cargo terminal at
Jaafar village will be
constructed, connect-
ing to the Havelian dry
port. A new railway
line spanning 5 kilome-
ters will be established
from Jaafar village to
the zone, significantly
enhancing transporta-
tion capabilities.

This development
is expected to create
numerous employment
opportunities for local
residents, bringing
prosperity and eco-
nomic growth to the
region. The zone's
strategic location and
enhanced connectivity
are poised to drive
commerce and trade
efficiently.

The Federal Spe-
cial Economic Zone
will play a crucial role
in international trade.
It is located 1,730 ki-
lometers from Gwadar,
with a travel time of
22.5 hours. The zone
is also just 1,200 kilo-
meters away from
Kashgar, making it ac-

cessible within 24
hours.

The Board of In-
vestment will serve as
the supervisory au-
thority for the Federal
Special Economic
Zone. The Govern-
ment of Punjab is col-
laborating closely with
the federal govern-
ment on this project,
and the implementa-
tion of Section Four is
underway.

Sources indicate
that the entire area
may eventually be in-
corporated into the
federal capital, receiv-
ing the status of
Islamabad district.
Furthermore, two ad-
ditional Special Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs)
will be established in
the province, along
with one in the federa-
tion, all under the pur-
view of CPEC and
featuring substantial
investments from
China.

This visionary
project ushers in a
new era of growth and
development for the
region, with the poten-
tial to redefine the eco-
nomic landscape.

Keeping lights off: Undocumented foreign-
ers go underground in Pakistan

KARACHI (INP): After
living in Pakistan for
years, thousands of Af-
ghans have gone into
hiding to escape a gov-
ernment order to expel
undocumented foreign-
ers because they fear
persecution under a
Taliban administration in
their homeland, rights
activists say.

"The gate is locked
from the outside... we are
locked inside, we can't
come out, we can't turn
on our lights, we can't
even talk loudly," said a
23-year-old Afghan
woman, speaking online
from a shelter where she
said dozens of others
had holed up until ear-
lier this week before
moving on to a new hide-
out.

Local supporters
put a lock on the gate so
neighbours believe the
house is unoccupied,
said other inmates.

The woman, who is
from the Afghan capital
Kabul, said  she fears
prosecution if she re-
turns to Afghanistan be-
cause she converted
from Islam to Christian-
ity in 2019 and renuncia-
tion of the Islamic faith
is a serious offence un-
der the strict Islamic law
practised by the Taliban.

She is one of thou-
sands believed by rights
activists to be in hiding
in Pakistan to avoid de-
portation under a gov-
ernment push for un-
documented migrants to
leave the country. That
includes over one million
Afghans, many of whom

the Pakistan government
says have been involved
in militant attacks and
crime.

Authorities began
rounding up operations
across the country after
a deadline for voluntary
exits expired on Nov. 1.

Sijal Shafiq, 30, a
Karachi-based human
righ ts activist who
helped vulnerable Af-
ghans find shelter before
Pakistan's new expulsion
policy, is one of several
petitioners asking the
Supreme Court to halt
the deportation
programme.

"I know several
women, girls, who say
they would rather die
than return under the
Taliban," Shafiq says,
adding that they all had
professional dreams and
ambitions which would
be impossible to realise
in Afghanistan, where
women are forbidden
from most jobs and can
travel only with a male
escort.

There was no imme-
diate comment from a
spokesman of the
Taliban-run administra-
tion on whether those
returning would be
screened or prosecuted
under their laws.
Pakistan's foreign and
interior ministries also
did not respond to re-
quests for comment
about exempting at-risk
individuals from depor-
tation. The Pakistani
government has so far
brushed off calls from the
United Nations, rights
groups and Western em-

bassies to reconsider its
expulsion plan or to iden-
tify and protect Afghans
who face the risk of per-
secution at home.

Western embassies,
including the United
States, have also pro-
vided Pakistani authori-
ties lists of Afghans be-
ing processed for pos-
sible migration abroad,
and asked that they be
exempt from expulsion,
but the numbers are
small compared to the
people at risk.

Reuters spoke to a
dozen undocumented
migrants trying to stay
under the radar of the
nationwide sweep. Be-
cause of their situation,
they declined to be iden-
tified or asked that their
full names not be used.

They included a 35-
year-old father, also a
Christian convert, who
fled to Pakistan with his
nine-year-old daughter.

Another young girl
in the shelter said she
fears for her life because
she belongs to the eth-
nic Hazara minority,
which has for years
faced persecution from
hardline Sunni extremists
in Afghanistan.

"This is worse than
prison," said a 22-year-
old Afghan man who
said he ensured the
lights remained off at
night.

Some locals who are
helping the Afghans ar-
range for food and water
to be secretly smuggled
into the shelter under the
cover of night. Afghan
singer Wafa, 28, fears her

days of refuge in Paki-
stan, where she moved
shortly after the Taliban
takeover over two years
ago, are coming to an end
because her visa has ex-
pired.

Speaking from a
relative's home in
Islamabad, she said she
hoped that she could ei-
ther get asylum in France
or Canada, or make Paki-
stan her home, as her pro-
fession of singing Pashto
songs, which she started
11 years ago, is no longer
acceptable in Afghani-
stan, where the Taliban
have banned public mu-
sic performances.

But she is yet to hear
back, and applying for a
visa extension remains
unaffordable for her fam-
ily. In the meantime, she
does not leave the house
to avo id widespread
snap checks by Pakistani
police.

"I am a singer... I
know what will happen to
me when I'm back," Wafa
said.

Saleh Zada, a 32-
year-old singer in
Karachi, said he moved
from Afghanistan a year
ago.

"I was singing in my
village for friends and
relatives, we had lots of
parties, singing parties,"
Saleh Zada said, speak-
ing at a crowded low-in-
come neighbourhood
apartment belonging to
his relatives. He showed
video clips of him play-
ing the harmonium and
rubab, a string instru-
ment, some of which were
on social media.

UK government faces homelessness row as
poverty grows

LONDON  (INP): The
UK government is fac-
ing a backlash after a
senior minister said
some people were home-
less out of choice, and
as one charity said its
distribution of emer-
gency food aid has hit
record levels. A cost-of-
living crisis in the G7
nation and the world’s
sixth-biggest economy,
fuelled by high inflation,
has left many Britons
struggling to make ends
meet, as bills for food,
energy, rent and mort-
gages increase.

But Home Secre-
tary Suella Braverman
sparked outrage and
claims of being tone deaf
to the issue, after saying
she wanted to stop
homeless people pitch-
ing tents on public
streets. “We cannot al-
low our streets to be
taken over by rows of
tents occupied by
people, many of them
from abroad, living on
the streets as a lifestyle

choice,” she wrote on X,
formerly Twitter.

Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak has since ap-
peared to distance him-
self from his hardline in-
terior minister, while
other colleagues con-
demned her language.

According to gov-
ernment figures pub-
lished in  October,
104,510 households
were in temporary accom-
modation in England in
the year to March 2023
— up 10 percent on the
same time in 2022 and the
highest since records
began in 1998. A report
on homelessness by He-
riot-Watt University in
Edinburgh said 290,000
eligible households na-
tionwide sought help
from local authorities for
homelessness between
2021 and 2022.

Figures released in
August by the London
Assembly, meanwhile,
recorded 3,272 people
sleeping rough in the
British capital between

April and June 2023 —
nearly half of them on the
streets for the first time.

The homeless char-
ity Crisis blamed a lack
of “affordable homes”
for fuelling
homelessness and said
even more people would
be destitute if they were
not provided with tents.

“Laying blame with
people forced to sleep
rough will only push
people further away from
help into poverty, put-
ting them at risk of exploi-
tation,” it wrote in an
open letter to the govern-
ment. The government
has repeatedly vowed to
end so-called no-fault
evictions, in which land-
lords can force out ten-
ants from rental proper-
ties without giving a rea-
son. No-fault evictions
have surged, as land-
lords who bought cheap
buy-to-let properties
when mortgage rates
were low are selling up
as their repayments be-
come more costly. Polly

Neate, chief executive of
the housing charity Shel-
ter, said ministers had
failed to grasp the scale
of the housing emer-
gency. “Decades of inac-
tion has left us with run-
away rents, rising evic-
tions and record levels
of homelessness and
ministers are blaming
everyone but them-
selves,” she said.

She called for more
social housing to be built
and more affordable pri-
vate rental accommoda-
tion. Meanwhile the
Trussell Trust, the UK’s
largest food bank net-
work, said on Wednes-
day that the number of
food parcel handouts
has risen to unprec-
edented levels.

It said it had pro-
vided 1.5 million emer-
gency food parcels to
people between April
and September 2023 — a
16 percent increase on
2022 and the most it has
ever distributed at this
point in the year.

PESHAWAR: A view of rain in provincial capital.

GAZA: Palestinian citizens wait their turn at the Rafah crossing to cross from the Gaza Strip to Egypt.

PESHAWAR: Shopkeeper busy in frying fish for customers at Qissa
Khawani Bazaar.

WASHINGTON DC: Ambassador Masood Khan addressing a special ceremony to commemorate Iqbal
Day, the birth anniversary of Allama Mohammad Iqbal.
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Pakistan participates in CIIE with its

largest effort ever
SHANGHAI (INP): 19 Pakistani
exhibitors are participating in the
ongoing 6th China International
Import Expo (CIIE) being held from
5th to 10th November in Shang-
hai, which has made a remarkable
mark by showcasing Pakistan’s
largest effort ever.

The expo, which has been
held annually in Shanghai since
2018, is a major platform for pro-
moting international trade and
cooperation, according to a report
published by China Economic Net
(CEN) on Thursday.

“Pakistan’s active participa-
tion in this prestigious event high-
lights its commitment to strength-
ening economic ties with China,
Pakistan’s second largest export
destination, and exploring new
avenues of collaboration,” said
Hussain Haider, Consul General
in Shanghai. One of the key high-
lights of Pakistan’s participation
in the 6th CIIE is its focus on pro-
moting its diverse range of export
products.  From leathers and sur-
gical instruments to agricultural
goods and handicrafts, Pakistan
has showcased its rich cultural
heritage and economic potential.

Pakistan’s pavilions, adorned
with vibrant displays and inno-

vative products, have attracted
the attention of exhibitors and
visitors alike.

Recognizing the significance
of CIIE, the Pakistani Ministry of
Commerce has extended its full
support to the participating busi-
nesses.  Various incentives, in-
cluding financial subsidies and fa-
cilitation services, have been pro-
vided to ensure a successful ex-
hibition experience.

This proactive approach by
the government was widely ap-
preciated by the Pakistani exhibi-
tors and further enhanced
Pakistan's image as an attractive
investment destination.

CIIE is one of the biggest
signs of the opening-up of the
Chinese economy. It is encourag-
ing that China's "dual circulation"
development model provides more
space for international high-qual-
ity imports, Haider said.

Pakistan’s exports to China
in September have surged by an
impressive 100.5% compared to
the corresponding month during
the previous financial year, which
bodes well.  The CG said the coun-
try needs to sustain its exports to
China and take advantage of the
opening up of the Chinese

economy and the free trade agree-
ment that offers a lot of conces-
sions.

Since the beginning of this
year, the two countries have
signed protocols on export of
boiled beef, dried chillies and dairy
products from Pakistan to China,
achieved access to fresh cherries
from Pakistan to China and
reached an agreement on export
of animal skins from Pakistan to
China.  he Pakistani Ministry of
Commerce is assisting more Paki-
stani companies to meet the im-
port requirements of the General
Administration of Customs of
China for the aforementioned cat-
egories and expanding the export
of more quality products such as
surgical instruments and sports
equipment. The Consul General
also highlighted the importance
of trade exhibitions and fairs as
platforms for promoting Pakistani
products in China.  He urged Pa-
kistani exporters to participate in
such events to showcase their
products and establish direct con-
tacts with potential Chinese buy-
ers as these interactions provide
an opportunity for both sides to
explore potential collaborations,
joint ventures and partnerships.

President, PM urge nation to follow Iqbal’s
teachings to make country prosperous

IMF demands Pakistan impose tax on
retail, real estate, agri sectors

ISLAMABAD (INP):   Presi-
dent Dr. Arif Alvi and Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar have paid rich tribute to
Dr. Allama Muhammad Iqbal
on his 146th birth anniversary.

In their separate mes-
sages, they said Dr. Allama
Iqbal was the great benefac-
tor of the Muslims of sub-con-
tinent, who envisioned the idea
of a separate homeland for
them and later his dream was
translated into reality.

President Dr. Arif Alvi in
his message said Iqbal was a
great thinker who imbibed in
Muslims the spirit of unity,
through his writings and poetry.

He said in order to make
Pakistan a prosperous nation,
we need to follow Allama
Iqbal’s teachings on Islam and
his philosophy of “Khudi” that
believes in the promotion of

self-respect and human dignity.
In his message on Iqbal

Day, the Prime Minister
Anwaar ul Haq Kakar said Dr.
Allama Muhammad Iqbal
awakened the consciousness
of the Muslims of the subcon-
tinent about their basic rights
which created a spirit of unity
among the Muslims.

The Prime Minister said
Iqbal's philosophy of Khudi is
a unique transformation for hu-
manity to achieve success in
this world and hereafter.

He said Iqbal dreamed of
a Pakistan a country of peace,
political tolerance and brother-
hood. The Prime Minister
urged the youth to play a key
role in the service and devel-
opment of the country with
positive and progressive think-
ing as envisioned by Allama
Muhammad Iqbal.

Caretaker Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi has said
Allama Iqbal's philosophy and
thought is a beacon of light for
the humanity. In his message
on the occasion of 146th birth
anniversary of Allama
Muhammad Iqbal, he said the
national poet taught the young
generation to create their own
world instead of depending on
others by giving a passionate
message of 'Khudi'. He said
Iqbal made a practical effort
to awaken the Muslims from
their slumber for their true iden-
tity. He said the solution to the
multifaceted challenges we
face today lies in the universal
teachings of Iqbal. The Infor-
mation Minister said the youth
can truly serve Pakistan and
the Muslim Ummah by adopt-
ing Iqbal's thought.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF)
has demanded Pakistan impose
tax on retail, real estate and agri-
culture sectors.

This has been revealed dur-
ing the ongoing technical-level
talks between Pakistan’s eco-
nomic team and a visiting delega-
tion of the IMF.

During the negotiations, fur-
ther demands put forward by the
IMF have emerged.

According to the Federal

Board of Revenue (FBR), in case
of a shortfall, a fixed tax could be
imposed on retailers. The FBR
may exercise its powers to levy
retail tax after December.

The World Bank says there
is room for the collection of Rs3
trillion in annual taxes from agri-
culture and real estate sectors.

The bureau said that it was
necessary to consult the prov-
inces over imposition of taxes on
the agriculture sector. The IMF
has also called for a tightening of

enforcement for real estate taxes.
The global lender has also

suggested effective enforcement
of the tax policy in sectors where
collection was low.

The FBR has also submitted
a prospective revenue report for
the end of the current year to the
IMF. The visiting mission is sup-
posed to respond to the revenue
report within two days.

The IMF team was also
briefed on the task force on tax
policy and administrative affairs.

ICCI proposes highest civil award of Pakistan for
Indonesian Ambassador

ISLAMABAD (INP): Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) and Business
Community proposed to give the
highest civil award of Pakistan
to the Ambassador of Indone-
sia to Pakistan, Adam M. Tugio
for extraordinary services in
strengthening the bilateral eco-
nomic, trade, political and dip-
lomatic relations between both
the countries.

 Addressing the farewell
dinner in his honour hosted by
the ICCI’s President Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawri, the Indonesian
Ambassador said Indonesia and
Pakistan have huge potential to
increase their economy and the
role of business communities of
both sides was significant in this
regard.

He said there are many po-
tential sectors including tour-
ism, trade, technology, energy
and agriculture through which
the two countries can expand
their relations and by finding
new economic sectors for in-
creasing bilateral ties.

 He said: “Indonesia and Pa-
kistan are connected by histori-
cal religious ties and we have to
transfer this legacy to our next
generation for which both na-
tions are responsible.”

 Ambassador Tugio said
that the best memories of his
life are associated with Pakistan.
This country is extremely hos-
pitable and it is unparalleled in
its natural beauty.

 The Indonesian envoy said
that his experiences as the am-
bassador to Pakistan were very
wonderful. The business com-

munity here has a lot of poten-
tial, and it is hoped that the lead-
ership of Pakistan’s business
community, especially the ICCI
will play an unparalleled role in
increasing the economic and
trade relations between Indone-
sia and Pakistan.

 He said that there are strong
possibilities of Pakistan-Indone-
sia direct flights being opera-
tional and by finalizing it soon,
direct air connectivity will be es-
tablished between the two
countries.

 The Indonesian ambassa-
dor said that the free trade agree-
ment between Pakistan and In-
donesia will be finalized soon
after which mutual trade be-
tween the two countries will in-
crease further.

 He said that he had done a
lot of work to increase the mu-
tual relations and more work
was needed to strengthen the re-
lations between the two coun-
tries. The Ambassador said that
Indonesia can be a gateway for
Pakistan in ASEAN countries.
In the same way, Pakistan can
develop trade routes for Indo-
nesia in South Asia and Central
Asian countries.

 ICCI,  President Ahsan
Bakhtawari said the role of the
business community was very
important in increasing trade re-
lations between Indonesia and
Pakistan and for this the role of
ICCI was significant in this re-
gard.  He said that tourism, IT
and textiles are important sec-
tors for strengthening mutual
economic and trade relations in
both countries.

 Ahsan said that mutual
trade between Pakistan and In-
donesia is 4.5 billion dollars, and
needs to be further increased,
for which ICCI will play its im-
portant role.

 The ICCI president said
that the trade between ASEAN
and Pakistan is currently $11 bil-
lion, which is much less than
its potential and more work was
needed.  He expressed the hope
that Indonesian Ambassador
Adam Togu will give his best
position to improve the image
of Pakistan on his return from
Pakistan and he will show a bet-
ter image of Pakistan.

 On this occasion, General
Secretary of Federation of Pa-
kistan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Zafar Bakhtari said
that direct air flight and free
trade agreement between Paki-
stan and Indonesia are the need
of the hour and their implemen-
tation is inevitable. He said that
the economic and trade relations
between the two countries will
increase with direct flight, but
also the mutual relations be-
tween the two nations will be
established. On this occasion,
Additional Secretary, MOFA,
Rizwan Saeed Sheikh said that
Pakistan and Indonesia can help
each other provide trade corri-
dors.  He said that the geo-stra-
tegic location of both countries
can strengthen the geo-eco-
nomic benefits of both coun-
tries. Indonesia and Pakistan
have strong political ties,which
need to be strengthened in the
Business to Business side, he
added.

Research-based education vital for societal
progress: Governor

MULTAN (INP): Punjab Gov-
ernor Muhammad Balighur
Rehman underscored the para-
mount importance of research-
based education and training as
the cornerstone for societal ad-
vancement and prosperity.

The Governor expressed
these remarks in an insightful
third convocation at the
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif Ag-
ricultural University (MNSUA),
here on Thursday.

Addressing the students, he
highlighted the transformative
power of individual capacity
building, stressing its positive
impact on families, the nation,
and humanity.

The event witnessed the
conferral of numerous acco-
lades, including gold medals and
2038 degrees bestowed upon
graduates.

Balighur Rehman passion-
ately advocated for a holistic ap-
proach to education, urging the
fusion of training and academic
pursuits to propel students for-
ward.

He highlighted the signifi-
cance of respecting others, po-

lite discourse, need for invest-
ment in human resources, and
the importance of research in
today's world.

He wished the students to
critically assess the accuracy of
information on social media be-
fore accepting it. He urged stu-
dents to discourage the spread
of hatred.

Baligh stressed the students
to check measures for the pro-
motion of education and health.
Funds for higher education
were raised from 2013 to 2018.
Corruption is cancer and the
students must examine the re-
port of Amnesty International.

The students must engage
in well-reasoned debates by up-
holding respect and dignity.

He also championed the
commercialization of research
and the promotion of a knowl-
edge-based economy.

Punjab Governor also inau-
gurated a sports complex cost-
ing Rs 250 million to promote
healthy activities. Besides this,
he also inaugurated the wheat
sowing campaign in the varsity.
His initiatives align with the mis-

sion to develop the institution
into a world-class university.

Vice Chancellor Dr Asif Ali
expressed gratitude for the col-
laborative efforts of the Punjab
Government, the Higher Educa-
tion Commission, and philan-
thropists in the university's de-
velopment. Asif remarked that
varsity teachers play an impor-
tant role in the provision of qual-
ity education to students.

He shared ambition 15-year
ambitious plan to elevate univer-
sity standards at the interna-
tional level. The varsity is head-
ing towards a knowledge-based
economy, he added.

The occasion was graced
by prominent personalities, in-
cluding academic leaders, gov-
ernment officials, and distin-
guished guests, marking a sig-
nificant step towards educa-
tional and agricultural advance-
ment in the region.

On this occasion,  Vice
Chancellors of different univer-
sities of the region, officers
from south Punjab secretariat
and a good number of students
were also present.

PARIS: Federal Minister for Education & Professional Training Madad Ali Sindhi presenting
Pakistan's perspective at High Level Debate of 42nd UNESCO General Conference.

TASHKENT: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar meets the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan  Ilham Aliyev on the sidelines of 16th Summit of ECO.

KARACHI : 80 Indian fishermen released by Pakistani authorities.

ISLAMABAD: First Lady Begum Samina Alvi addressing the concluding session of a consultative
meeting on the Formulation of Federal and Provincial Rehabilitation and Assistive Technology Stra-
tegic Action Plan.


