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Rare Blue Whale Found Dead in Gwadar,
Highlights Perils of Illegal Fishing

Mir Salam Jogezai:

Balochistan PCS Exam: 17,000+ Candidates Begin Pursuit of
Civil Services Success

Syed Ali Shah:

Nawaz Set to Make Waves in Quetta:
Electables Eye Joining His Party

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In a significant po-

litical development, former Prime
Minister Mian Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif is poised to leave an indelible
mark in Quetta as influential
electables align themselves with the
Pakistan Muslim League (N).
Sources reveal that a strategic meet-
ing between Nawaz Sharif and key
political figures from Balochistan is
on the horizon.

The formal announcement of this
political realignment is expected to
take place in the presence of the
former premier himself. After a five-
year hiatus, the Pakistan Muslim
League (N) aims to re-establish its
influence in Balochistan.

Notable figures, including former
provincial ministers from the
Balochistan Awami Party (BAP)
such as Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran, Noor Muhammad Dumar,
Sardar Masood Luni, Toor
Uthmankhail, and Dr. Rubaba Buledi,
recently held discussions with Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, the former Speaker of
the National Assembly, in Quetta.

According to Sheikh Jaffar
Mandokhail, the Balochistan Chief of
the PML N, the details of the collabo-
ration have been finalized, with only

the formal announcement pending. This development marks a pivotal mo-
ment for the party as it aims to solidify its presence in Balochistan with the
support of key political players.

The anticipated meeting between Nawaz Sharif and Balochistan’s
electables is expected to reshape the political landscape in the region, add-
ing a new chapter to the political narrative of Pakistan.

QUETTA: In a heartbreaking
discovery, a majestic 27-feet-long
blue whale was found lifeless on
Churbandan beach, entangled in
pieces of fishing net. The incident
sheds light on the alarming frequency
of rare marine species deaths in the
Sea of Gwadar, where illegal fishing
trawlers, plastic nets, and ships pose
a grave threat to the rich marine
biodiversity.
Increasing Incidents Of
Marine Life Casualties

Marine biologist Abdul Rahim
Baloch, an expert in the field, ex-
pressed concern over the increasing
incidents of marine life casualties due
to the collision of illegal fishing trawl-
ers with plastic nets and ships.

The blue whale, considered the
largest species of whale globally, suc-
cumbed to the impacts of human ac-
tivities in the area.

Bule Whales Are A Rare
Species Worldwide: Experts

Abdul Rahim Baloch emphasized
the rarity of the blue whale, making
this incident even more significant in
the global context.

 “Blue whales are a rare species
worldwide, and the Sea of Gwadar is
home to various marine species, in-
cluding these majestic giants,” he
stated.

7 to 8 Tons Weight
Baloch estimated the weight of

the deceased blue whale to be be-
tween seven to eight tons, underscor-
ing the immense size and significance
of the marine mammal.

This unfortunate event under-
scores the urgent need for stronger
measures to combat illegal fishing
practices and protect the vulnerable
marine ecosystem in the region.

 Conservation efforts must be in-
tensified, and authorities should take
decisive action against those engag-
ing in destructive activities that jeop-
ardize the existence of rare marine
species.

The global community is urged to
take notice of this tragic incident,
emphasizing the importance of sus-
tainable practices and responsible
fishing to ensure the survival of these
magnificent creatures in the Sea of
Gwadar.

The untimely death of this rare
blue whale serves as a somber re-
minder of the critical role humans play
in preserving and safeguarding the
delicate balance of our oceans.

QUETTA: In a much-anticipated
event, the Balochistan Provincial Civil
Service (PCS) examinations commenced
with over 17,000 candidates competing
for 122 coveted government posts.
Amidst stringent security measures, the
examination is a significant milestone for
the region, marking the first time in years
that the Balochistan Public Service Com-
mission (BPSC) has advertised such a
substantial number of vacancies.

Candidates Testing
Muscles For 122 Posts
Candidates are vigorously testing

their mettle for 50 assistant commissioner
positions, 29 section officer roles, and 43
deputy superintendent of police (DSP)
positions. The unprecedented number of
vacancies is expected to have a profound
impact on the governance landscape of
Balochistan.

BPSC Conducting Tests
And Interviews

The BPSC, responsible for conduct-
ing tests and interviews for these posi-
tions, has emphasized its commitment to

upholding merit and transparency throughout the recruitment process.
 The move is seen as a positive step towards ensuring a fair and competitive

selection of candidates for key administrative roles in the province.
The increased number of advertised positions reflects a strategic effort to ad-

dress personnel gaps and enhance the efficiency of governance structures in
Balochistan.

As the examinations unfold, candidates and stakeholders are keenly observing
the proceedings, anticipating a transformative impact on the region’s administrative
landscape.

Quetta Civil Society Holds Vigor-
ous Protest Against Adil Raja

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: In a fervent display

of patriotism, members of the civil so-
ciety in Quetta gathered outside the
Quetta Press Club to vehemently pro-
test against Adil Raja, a social media
activist currently facing corruption
charges and engaged in anti-Pakistani
propaganda. Meena Majeed Baloch,
Allauddin Kakar and others partici-
pated in the protest demonstration.

The demonstrators, who orga-
nized the protest under the banner of
national unity, expressed their unwa-
vering commitment to Pakistan and
its institutions. According to sources,
Adil Raja is believed to be evading
authorities on corruption charges and
has been accused of collaborating with
the land mafia in the country.

Speakers at the event highlighted
their concern over Raja’s alleged in-
volvement in activities contrary to the
interests of Pakistan, accusing him of
orchestrating anti-Pakistani propa-
ganda in alignment with an Indian
script.

“We have faith in our country and

forces, and we will not allow any ex-
ternal interference in our national af-
fairs,” declared a representative of
the civil society. “If anyone dares to
cast a lecherous eye on Pakistan, rest
assured, they will receive a resolute
response.”

Protesters raised spirited slogans
in support of Pakistan, its armed
forces, and against India, branding
Adil Raja as an alleged agent of the
neighboring country. The demonstra-
tion reached its climax with the sym-
bolic burning of an effigy represent-
ing Adil Raja.

US does not want to see firefights in Gaza hos-
pitals, says national security adviser

GAZA: Hamas has said it is sus-
pending hostage negotiations because
of Israel’s handling of the Al-Shifa Hos-
pital in Gaza, a Palestinian official briefed
on the hostage talks has told Reuters.

The hospital has come under in-
tense fire as Israeli forces close in on the
facility.

Around 500 foreigners and dual na-
tionals, as well as several wounded Pal-
estinians, have been evacuated from the
Israeli-bombed Gaza Strip to Egypt, ac-
cording to reports from both sides of the
border, AFP reports.

Some “500 foreign nationals from 15
different countries entered Egypt,” an
Egyptian security official told AFP on
condition of anonymity.

AlQahera News, an outlet close to
the Egyptian intelligence services, re-
ported the crossing of an additional
“seven wounded Palestinians” through
the terminal.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has said that Israel had offered fuel to
Gaza’s Al Shifa hospital but Hamas had
refused to receive it, Reuters reports.

Netanyahu was asked by NBC News
whether Israeli allegations that Hamas
had a command post under Gaza’s main
hospital justified jeopardising the lives
of sick people and babies.

“On the contrary, we offered actu-
ally, last night, to give them enough fuel
to operate the hospital, operate the incu-
bators and so on, because we [have] no
battle with patients or civilians at all,”
Netanyahu said.

Netanyahu was asked if Israel had a
plan to get fuel into Gaza to power hospi-
tals. “We just offered Shifa hospital the
fuel, they refused it,” Netanyahu said.

The United States does not want to
see firefights in hospitals in the Gaza Strip
where civilians get caught in the
crossfire, White House National Secu-
rity Adviser Jake Sullivan told CBS News,
Reuters reports.

“The United States does not want

to see firefights in hospitals where inno-
cent people, patients receiving medical
care, are caught in the crossfire and
we’ve had active consultations with the
Israeli Defense Forces on this,” Sullivan
told CBS News’ ‘Face the Nation’
programme.

Russia has evacuated dozens of citi-
zens from the Gaza strip, the country’s
emergency services said, after Moscow
denounced the long waiting time this
week, AFP reports.

“Seventy citizens crossed the Rafah
crossing,” the Russian emergency ser-
vices said, referring to the checkpoint
with Egypt that reopened November 1 to
allow for the evacuation of foreigners and
dual nationals.

The ministry published footage of
staff welcoming evacuees, some of them
crying, and providing them with basic
necessities.

Israeli forces fired artillery into
southern Lebanon after an incoming anti-
tank missile wounded several Israeli ci-
vilians near the border, an army spokes-
man said, AFP reports.

The Israeli army said “a number of
civilians were wounded” in the anti-tank
missile strike near the village of Dovev,

just half a mile (800 metres) from the fron-
tier with Lebanon.

“Artillery is striking the origin of the
launch,” a statement said.

The Israel Electric Corporation said
that the missile from Lebanon had “hit
employees” who were repairing power
lines downed by earlier strikes.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has called for pressure on the
United States to stop Israel’s offensive
in Gaza, but said there would be no agree-
ment unless Washington accepted the
enclave as Palestinian land, AFP reports.

Erdogan returned from a summit of
Arab and Muslim leaders in the Saudi
capital Riyadh, which condemned Israeli
forces’ “barbaric actions” in Gaza with-
out approving concrete punitive mea-
sures.

He is due to visit Germany on Friday
and plans to travel to Egypt and host
Iran’s president in the coming weeks.

“We should hold talks with Egypt
and the Gulf countries, and pressure the
United States,” Erdogan told Turkish re-
porters on board his return flight from
Riyadh.

“The US should increase its pres-
sure on Israel.  NEWS DESK

Gastro Outbreak Claims Lives,
Including Three Children, in Sibi

Nashad Baloch:

SIBI: Gastro outbreak
claimed human lives includ-
ing three children and a man
in the Sibi district of
Balochistan on Saturday.

 Dr. Noor Qazi, the Di-
rector-General of Health
Balochistan confirmed the
tragic loss of four persons in-
cluding three children in the
province.
11 Patients Brought

To Hospital
An emergency was de-

clared in the district head-
quarters hospital Sibi to pro-
vide medical treatment to the
gastro-affected patients.

So far 11 persons includ-
ing 8 children, 2 women, and
a man have been brought to
the Sibi hospital,  Mr. Qazi
told Daily Quetta Voice via
telephone.

The gastro outbreak
prompted the Caretaker
Chief Minister Balochistan,

 Ali Mardan Domki to
take notice and dispatch a
team of senior health offi-
cials.
CM Domki Takes

Notice
Health Secretary

Balochistan, Abdullah Khan, under the super-
vision of DG Health Dr. Noor Muhammad
Qazi, dispatched teams of expert doctors and
medical staff along with essential medicines
and ambulances to the Castro-affected area.

Additional medical staff and essential
medicines have been provided to gastro-af-
fected areas in Sibi.

Steps are being taken with the support
of the Secretary PHE Department to pre-
vent epidemics caused by lack of clean wa-
ter in the areas of Sabi district and improve
the situation.

Sibi’s pediatricians, specialist doctors and
medical staff from other fields are engaged
in the treatment of gastro-affected people in
the affected area of Sabi.  Secretary Health
Department, Balochistan, measures are be-
ing made effective to provide the best medi-
cal facilities and services to the people of Sibi
district.
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Born in Pakistan
By Madeeha Ansari:

AS part of a global re-
search project on forced
migration, I was able to
listen closely to the sto-
ries of children who had
perhaps one, perhaps
two parents of Afghan
origin, and whose only
memories were of life in
Pakistan. The most pow-
erful, common motif re-
verberating through
their experiences was: ‘I
was born here’.

In September 2023,
an announcement was
made giving undocu-
mented families and in-
dividuals of Afghan ori-
gin a deadline of Nov 1
to exit the country. This
impacts an estimated 1.7
million people, and in-
cludes communities that
have experienced pro-
tracted displacement
since the 1980s . For
many, a second and of-
ten a third generation of
children has grown up in
Pakistan. However, with-
out pathways to citizen-
ship, their position has
remained insecure —
even for registered refu-
gees, Proof of Registra-
tion (PoR) or Afghan Citi-
zen cards have been
subject to renewal after
a certain time period.

What, then, is iden-
tity? If identity is a docu-
ment, then it could be a
valuable key opening
doors to education, live-
lihoods, the dream of a
future different from that
of an uprooted genera-
tion. The PoR or Afghan

Citizen card fit into some
doors, enabling bright-
eyed young people to
enter formal schools and
build, brick by brick,
those imagined futures.
But identity as a docu-
ment can be a vanishing
key, as many now fear
deportation in the sec-
ond phase of the plan as
currently shared.

The fear of repatria-
tion was one reason why
some of the most vulner-
able communities — of-
ten in informal, urban
contexts — chose to re-
main invisible, even if
that meant giving up even
the most basic rights.
There was nothing prom-
ised to them, yet they
fought to stay — mov-
ing multiple times, even
from the rubble of bull-
dozed settlements. Per-
haps, then, identity is
more than a piece of pa-
per, and has something
to do with homes built
and rebuilt, relationships
forged, children born and
raised. They were born
here. When embracing
friends, saying goodbye,
tearing up at the border
while facing uncertainty
ahead, a voice some-
where whispers: they be-
long here.

In a parallel reality,
children born in Pakistan
would have had access
to the same kind of birth-
right citizenship, accord-
ing to the 1951 Citizen-
ship Act, as those who
came as refugees to the
country in 1947. They

would be able to open
bank accounts, own
property, enrol in
schools with the confi-
dence that comes from a
secure national identity.
In this alternative vision,
they would have the re-
sponsibilities that come
with citizenship rights,
part of a social contract
and contributing to a
shared and harmonious
future.

But our reality is
less than utopian, with a
crippling economic cri-
sis and worsening secu-
rity conditions driving
both public and policy
reactions. One question
is whether the sudden
exodus of Afghan com-
munities will truly im-
pact, for the better, the
fuel prices having a para-
lytic effect on families in
Pakistan — or the rising
threat of violence from
angered Taliban
neighbours.

For the children
and families now being
sent to holding centres
or across the border, the
signs are pointing to a
humanitarian and “hu-
man rights catastrophe”,
according to the
UNHCR, the UN refugee
agency. It will be the lat-
est wave of disruption
and displacement, this
time to a barely post-war
pariah country with little
international support,
and few or no remaining
personal networks  to
moor them. The likely
scenario will be the set-

ting up of yet more
camps during a harsh
winter, with little time to
prepare for their arrival
and basic survival in
terms of food and shel-
ter, let alone livelihoods
and education. The jour-
ney itself is fraught with
physical protection risks
for women and children,
who are ever the most
vulnerable in a crisis.
Once there, unless there
are provisions for pro-
tection, sanitation and
hygiene in camp condi-
tions, there will once
more not only be risks in
terms of disease but also
physical and sexual vio-
lence. They were refu-
gees here. And if they go
‘back’ to Afghanistan in
this way, they will be
refugees there. In the
medium term, there are
big question marks sur-
rounding livelihoods
and education, and
whether Afghanistan
has the capacity to ab-
sorb such a large num-
ber of people. For chil-
dren, sudden and invol-
untary migration can
have a deeply traumatic
impact for which there
are unlikely to be psy-
chosocial support
mechanisms, or the pro-
vision of safe and child-
friendly spaces that can
provide stability. In fact,
there is a high likelihood
of families relying on
negative coping strate-
gies such as early mar-
riage and child labour to
survive. Girls are ex-

pressing terror at the
prospect of losing their
chance to go to school,
in  the only country
where female education
is banned.

As of Nov 5, an es-
timated 128,000 people
have left via Torkham.
While this is a fraction
of the intended numbers,
there are reports of mi-
nors being separated
from caregivers, and of
Pakistani Pakhtun mi-
nors being mistakenly
sent across the border. If
anything, all this indi-
cates that an undertak-
ing of this magnitude
needs more time, careful
planning and communi-
cation across stakehold-
ers — including govern-
ments, UN agencies,
civil society and indi-
viduals at risk — to en-
sure that any return is
truly what we as a coun-
try have for decades
promised it will be: vol-
untary, safe and digni-
fied. Identity is a tangled
mesh of past and
present. For third-gen-
eration children, growing
up in a ‘host’ country
means their identities are
informed by transmitted
memories and culture —
but also very much by
their lives and experi-
ences in the only home
they have known. We
owe it to them to con-
sider them, their protec-
tion and rights in any
next steps, so they can
say with pride that they
were born in Pakistan.

We cannot forget
By Muna Khan:

WHEN I landed in
Beirut in 2009, the immi-
gration officer asked if it
was my first time in Leba-
non. Technically  it
wasn’t, I told him, be-
cause I was here as a
baby with my parents in
1973. The officer smiled
and said “taffadal” (in
this instance, ‘wel-
come’), a phrase I would
hear a lot during the fort-
night I spent travelling
throughout Lebanon
with my friend.

Our family and
friends had expressed
concern about our trip,
given Lebanon’s precari-
ous security — one inci-
dent can throw a sense
of stability off. It was a
familiar feeling and we
bonded over it with ev-
eryone we met in Beirut
including the seers of
politics in the Middle
East: taxi drivers. While
they all had wildly differ-
ent takes on the then im-
passe in Lebanon, when
it came to Hezbollah,
there was an under-
standing: ‘who else will
protect us against Is-
rael?’ It is probably why
we thought twice before
walking into a Hezbollah
stall outside the magnifi-
cent Baalbek temple ru-
ins. It was a large tented
area with an exhibit filled
with posters, literature,
even music, a travelling
museum if you will.

We were in Lebanon
following Israel’s ‘long-
est war in the Middle
East’ in  2006 where
Hezbollah fought back
for 34 days. Wars
shouldn’t have winners
but Hasan Nasrallah
topped popularity polls
across the region then,
irrespective of faith.

So, here we were
face to face with mem-
bers of an organisation
once famed as suicide
bombers but who were
now a dominant political
player as elected mem-
bers of the government.
These young men
walked us through this
exhibit, talking in bro-
ken/basic English, Ara-
bic, French about Israel’s
war crimes in Lebanon.
There was no
whataboutery, nothing
was lost in translation.
The men even gifted us
memorabilia when we
left — stickers, note-
books , literature and
CDs, and a better per-
spective on armed resis-
tance, sans hyperbole.

My friend wanted
to visit Qana, a village in
southern Lebanon, 12
kilometres north of the
border with Israel, the
site of devastating Israeli
air strikes in 1996 and
2006 that killed hun-
dreds, many of them chil-
dren. We managed, with-
out Google maps, to find
a site which villagers had
chosen to memorialise
by placing schoolbags,
shoes and other para-
phernalia. I hope you
won’t think I was partici-
pating in disaster tour-
ism; the few villagers
who helped us find this
place said  they were
happy that Pakistanis
hadn’t forgotten.

I understood why
Hezbollah had
memorialised the grue-
some images outside
one of the country’s
most popular tourist
destinations and why
villagers came together
to place objects around
trees. It is easy to use
‘never forget’ hashtags

on social media but quite
something else to stand
still and witness the im-
pact of war. Many friends
slam this as ‘war porn’
but having taken many
guests to the War Rem-
nants Museum in Saigon
when I was living in Viet-
nam, I assure you there
is no ‘viewing for emo-
tional gratification’ .
Many American friends
said they did not have
the full picture about
their country’s role in
Vietnam until they visited
this museum.

After switching to a
market economy five
years following the end
of the American war in
1975, Vietnam’s growth
has been remarkable; it
has emerged as the fast-
est-growing economy in
Southeast Asia and is
expected to emerge as
one of the top 10 con-
sumer markets by 2030.
The largest demographic
in Vietnam has no con-
nection to a war that rav-
aged its country, but ev-
ery day, hundreds of
schoolchildren visit that
War Museum to remem-
ber the price it has paid
to be where it is today.
There is no doubt about
the aggressor. Are these
museums commemorat-
ing hyper-nationalism? I
leave that to people far
smarter than I to answer
as I can only speak about
the impact visiting such
places had on me. I am
not Hezbollah, Hamas or
Viet Cong or sitting far
away waiting to hear if
my entire family has
been wiped out in Gaza
or if one person was
spared in an attack that
will be blamed on a group
that is defending its ter-
ritories.

No humanity in our times
By Abbas Nasir:

OUR world is being
increasingly defined by
governments — from the
most powerful to the
smallest of minions —
which are bereft of em-
pathy and humanity and
seem immune to misery,
death and destruction of
scores of people in their
areas of influence and
control.

Just look at the im-
ages of what is rightly
being described as the
second Nakba (catastro-
phe) and forced dis-
placement of Palestin-
ians from their Gaza
homes where they have
lived for decades and
where their children and
their children’s children
have been born since
their expulsion from their
homes in Palestine 75
years ago.

Seeing thousands
of men, women and chil-
dren, including the infirm
and elderly, streaming
out of Gaza on short no-
tice, during a few hours’
‘pause’ in Israel’s geno-
cide, with not even their
basic belongings, it is
difficult to imagine that
just a few weeks earlier,
they lived their lives with
roofs over their heads
and some rudimentary
amenities, even if they
lived in a ghetto, de-
scribed as an open-air
prison. Their circum-
stances may be vastly
different, but similarly
long lines, whether of
trucks, trailers or people
on foot, were observed
at both the Torkham and

Chaman borders as ‘ille-
gal’ Afghans were ex-
pelled from Pakistan.

The 241-million
strong nuclear-armed na-
tion saw these hapless
refugees, totalling not
even a couple of million,
as a security threat and,
strangely, blamed some of
these poorest of the poor
Afghans for the wave of
terrorist attacks on Paki-
stani soil targeting mainly
security forces.

One can heave a
sigh of relief that the cur-
rent military leadership
says that the Afghan
Taliban are not friends
and have done nothing
to rein in TTP fighters
who come across from
the Durand Line, cause
havoc in Pakistan, and
then return to their safe
havens in Afghanistan.

The question is
whether the leadership
will hold to account some
of its own, including the
one who announced with
unmistakeable swagger
“Don’t worry. Everything
will be OK”, when asked
in the lobby of the Kabul
Serena shortly after the
Taliban takeover in 2021
what he hoped to achieve
during his visit.

The idea here isn’t
to suggest that someone
is culpable for a quote
like that. But who does
not know that the par-
ticular intel chief, aspir-
ing to the even higher
office of the army chief,
told his prime minister of
the time that it was a
great idea to allow back
TTP and resettle them on

our soil with their weap-
ons and firepower with-
out getting them to re-
nounce violence and
disarm first.

Another reason
why these two, and the
then army chief, who
cleverly kept a low pro-
file on this issue, are re-
sponsible for the mess
the security policy is in,
particularly on the bor-
der areas, is that the Af-
ghan Taliban suggestion
that Pakistan talk directly
to the TTP was agreed
to.

With their safe ha-
vens in Afghanistan and
their ideological com-
rades at the helm in
Kabul, now even better
armed thanks to sophis-
ticated US weapons and
explosives that they laid
their hands on as the Af-
ghan National Defence
and Security Forces col-
lapsed, what possible le-
verage could Islamabad
or Rawalpindi have on
TTP? What was once
supposed to be our stra-
tegic depth has now
turned into our Achilles
heel. Yet another vulner-
ability, another chink in
our armour. Our list of
follies seems to snake
dozens of miles. One
struggles to  decide
where to start. Our mer-
cenary leadership
dubbed young student
activists like us ‘traitors’
and Soviet agents when
we opposed the
country’s US dollar-in-
duced ‘jihad’ fervour.

What followed ate
away at the roots of our

country. From a Muslim
nation with a fairly lib-
eral outlook, we trans-
formed into an intolerant
mob where the rights of
religious minorities and
even Muslim sects, other
than the one we needed
to ‘officially’ embrace for
‘jihad’ indoctrination,
amounted to zero. It was
our suicide, funded and
scripted by Langley and
other ‘allies’.

We didn’t stop with
the exit of Soviet forces
from Afghanistan. There
was more — from
Hameed Gul backing
Gulbadin Hekmatyar’s
relentless rocket assault
that destroyed Kabul,
after the Soviet with-
drawal and the resultant
power struggle, to the
rise of the Taliban and
their brutal execution of
deposed leader
Najibullah, who was
snatched from a ‘UN-
protected’ building. He’d
stepped down as a result
of a UN-brokered deal.

Then, Taliban-con-
trolled Afghanistan be-
came the headquarters of
militants of all stripes
and origin who’d been
recruited and indoctri-
nated to fight the Red
Army and then aban-
doned after the Soviet
withdrawal. Their gran-
diose and suicidal vi-
sions culminated in 9/11
and all know what fol-
lowed. Yet another long
war, where GHQ
partnered with the Pen-
tagon again. At the end,
Pakistan bet on the
wrong horse and lost.

One is not saying the
Taliban lost. They won
but their harbourers and
backers lost as the dra-
matic uptick in TTP ter-
rorist attacks since their
return to Kabul shows.

To cut a long story
short, yes, we have been
hosting a large number
of Afghan refugees, dis-
placed by fighting in
their country. Isn’ t it
equally true that in each
of the wars, periods of
insecurity that led to an
exodus of civilians from
Afghanistan, Pakistan
was a minion pressing
the violence lever for a
superpower or for its own
security needs?

This isn’t to ques-
tion any country’s right,
including Pakistan’s, to
decide who lives within
its borders. But surely to
pin the blame for crime
and violence, unjustifi-
ably, on displaced per-
sons and not our own
policies, then set a ludi-
crous deadline to be en-
forced by a broken and
corrupt enforcement set-
up is cruel to say the
least. As is sending back
any woman or girl, given
the Taliban’s hostility to
women’s education and
employment. The Pales-
tinians have to atone for
the sins of Nazi Germany
as they face expulsion
from their homes and are
subjected to brutality
that is being called geno-
cide. I wonder whose
sins the Afghan DPs
have to atone for as they
are pushed back into
hell.

The making of manifestos
By Ahmed Bilal Mehboob:

THIS is the season
when political parties
generally produce their
election manifestos.
Over the past many elec-
tions, this has been more
a ritual than a substan-
tive exercise, because
political parties feel that
a large segment of vot-
ers don’t bother much
about reading election
manifestos to make up
their minds about voting
or not voting for a party.
They may have been
right until a few elections
ago  when a growing
middle class, the rise of
social media and the
youth bulge in the vot-
ers’ list started changing
poll dynamics. At least
an emerging class of vot-
ers is no longer content
with the traditional poli-
tics of slogans, tall prom-
ises, opponent-bashing
and communicating with

voters on issues only
during elections. Voters
demand greater engage-
ment. Sadly, more than
half of registered voters
choose not to vote as
indicated by the average
45 per cent voter turn-
out of the past eight elec-
tions, partly because of
traditional politics.

Potentially, over 21
million new voters will
be voting in the coming
general election. Their
knowledge about politi-
cal parties and what
these parties stand for is
limited to mostly half-
cooked information on
social media. Smartly
crafted and effectively
communicated election
manifestos may bridge
the gap between politi-
cal parties and voters,
especially  the young
vo ters who number
around 57m, or more
than 45pc of the total

registered voters. Elec-
tion manifestos, there-
fore, need more serious
attention from political
parties. Here are six key
ideas to make the election
manifesto a substantive
document: Bottom-up
consultative process:
Hardly any political party
in Pakistan involves its
grassroots organisations
and workers in identify-
ing key policy issues,
which need to be ad-
dressed, in their election
manifestos. In contrast,
the Conservative and
Labour parties in Britain
have established sys-
tems of holding policy
forums at various levels,
starting from the con-
stituencies up to the na-
tional forum, and finally
seeking endorsements at
annual party meetings.
The Conservative Policy
Forum website indicates
that at least half the elec-

tion manifesto consists
of recommendations
made by policy forums at
various levels. In Paki-
stan, political parties,
with very few excep-
tions, constitute a com-
mittee consisting of 20 to
50 persons about two to
three months before poll-
ing day. The three larg-
est political parties —
the PTI, PML-N, and
PPP — unveiled their
election manifestos just
16, 20, and 27 days be-
fore the 2018 election
was held. The process
indicates that the elec-
tion manifesto is consid-
ered a mere formality
rather than the result of
a properly structured
system of consultations
at various levels. In prin-
ciple, holding at least
district-level discus-
sions will not only
mobilise the party cadre,
it will also give them

stakes in party policy
formulation. A number of
fresh ideas may also crop
up during these consul-
tations. Since there is
very little time left for
holding grassroots con-
sultations for the 2024
election, at least provin-
cial consultations should
be arranged by each
party, giving representa-
tion to each district.

Informed manifes-
tos: The process of mak-
ing election manifestos
is usually based on whim
and not proper research.
Although there is an in-
creasing tendency in po-
litical parties to commis-
sion public opinion sur-
veys, the general focus
is on gauging the popu-
larity of various leaders
rather than the identifica-
tion of issues. The use
of public opinion polls
based on a carefully
crafted questionnaire can

significantly  enhance
the ability to identify
key issues and, there-
fore, the quality of mani-
festos.

Manifesto, not a
mere wish list: Almost all
election manifestos in
Pakistan are mere wish
lists, without any seri-
ous back-end working
on how the resources
will be mobilised or di-
verted from other
programmes to imple-
ment the manifesto. For
a resource-constrained
country like Pakistan,
trade-offs are a natural
phenomenon while un-
dertaking serious plan-
ning on policies and
programmes. Election
manifestos should,
therefore, present the
party’s proposed trade-
offs and funding ideas.
Labour’s election mani-
festos of 2017 and 2019
may serve as good mod-

els as these carried sepa-
rate documents explain-
ing how promised
programmes would be
funded. The Labour
manifestos in 2017 and
2019 carried seven- and
40-page appendices
titled ‘Funding Britain’s
future’ and ‘Funding the
real change’ respec-
tively. Both these fund-
ing documents were
produced by a team
headed by the shadow
chancellor of the exche-
quer — a shadow minis-
ter of finance in our par-
lance had we had a sys-
tem of shadow cabinets
in our polity. Provincial
manifestos: Pakistan is a
federal state and a lot of
ministries and divisions
have been devolved to
the provinces. A party
might not be in power
both at the centre and in
all the four provinces at
the same time. The par-

ties should prepare sepa-
rate manifestos for the
federation and each
province. The Jamaat-i-
Islami recently unveiled
a separate election mani-
festo specifically  for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Other parties may con-
sider doing the same.
Monitoring progress of
manifestos: Parties
should also focus on
devising a system to
monitor the progress on
the implementation of
the manifesto’s aims if
and when they come to
power, and describe such
a system in the mani-
festo. There would be
greater voter trust in a
party which includes
self-appraisal in its mani-
festo. The PML-N mani-
festo of 2013 had in-
cluded a brief chapter on
the implementation of
the manifesto but was
hardly practised.

Healthcare Crisis in Balochistan Fa-
vors Karachi as Patient Destination

Editorial:
The recent exodus of Congo virus patients from Quetta to Karachi has
unveiled the alarming state of government-run hospitals in Balochistan.
The tragic loss of Dr. Shakarullah Baloch, who succumbed to the deadly
virus en route to Karachi, serves as a poignant reminder of the dire situ-
ation.

11 Doctors Tested Positive For Congo Virus
Most of the nearly dozen patients, including 11 doctors, have sought

refuge in private hospitals in Karachi in their desperate fight for survival.
This raises a crucial and deeply troubling question: when healthcare pro-
fessionals themselves lack confidence and trust in Balochistan’s healthcare
system, how can we expect the general public to place their faith in it?

Investigation Into Outbreak of Congo Virus Is Imperative
First and foremost, a comprehensive investigation into the outbreak

of the Congo virus within the Civil Hospital’s trauma center is imperative.
It is vital to understand how and why approximately two dozen healthcare
professionals fell victim to this deadly virus. We must examine whether
standard operating procedures for treating Congo virus patients were fol-
lowed and determine whether the government has initiated an inquiry to
address this critical matter. Furthermore, the destination for Congo virus
patients was intended to be the Fatima Jinnah Chest and TB Hospital, yet
the patient was inexplicably admitted to the trauma center of the Civil
Hospital. These discrepancies warrant a thorough review.

Time Has Come For Complete Overhaul of Health Care System
It is disheartening that despite a substantial investment of over Rs. 50

billion in Balochistan’s healthcare sector and a significant number of medi-
cal professionals, patients continue to be referred to Karachi for medical
treatment. This trend underscores a lack of trust in the healthcare system
within the province, and corrective measures are urgently required. The
time has come for a comprehensive evaluation and overhaul of Balochistan’s
healthcare system to regain the trust of both healthcare professionals and
the general public. Only by addressing these critical flaws can we hope to
build a robust and dependable healthcare system that serves the needs of
the people.
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Over 217,000 illegal Afghans
returned home: officials

NASA probe to observe near-Earth
asteroid's 2029 close encounter

PTI accuses
ECP of planning
to rig elections

ABBOTTABAD (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) General Secretary
Umar Ayub has accused
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) of plan-
ning to rig the upcoming
general elections.

In a statement on
social media, Ayub al-
leged that the ECP is
planning to appoint Dis-
trict Returning Officers
(DROs) and Assistant
District Returning Offic-
ers (ADROs) of grade 17
and 18 who have less
than one year of retire-
ment. He claimed that
these officers will be spe-
cially rewarded if they
follow the instructions of
rigging, and will be
shown the ret irement
stick if they fail.

Ayub said that this
is a clear attempt to rig
the elections, and that it
is pushing Pakistan to-
wards a path where there
will be no way to restore
democracy.

Justice (rtd) Arshad Hussain
Shah nominated as new care-

taker CM of KP
PESHAWAR (INP):
Justice Retired
Arshad Hussain Shah
has been nominated as
Caretaker Chief Min-
ister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Former opposition
leader Akram Khan
Durrani has expressed
his commitment to
reaching a consensus
on the appointment of
a new caretaker chief
minister as quickly as
possible in a bid to
navigate the political
landscape of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa amidst
economic and political
challenges.

Despite having a
finalized name for the

caretaker chief minis-
ter, Akram Durrani has
not yet revealed the
chosen candidate.

There has been
opposition to the pro-
posed appointment
from the Tehreek-e-
Insaf (TI) party, with
Akram Durrani firmly
asserting that the con-
stitution provides clar-
ity on the matter.

He suggests that
PTI should consult its
legal experts for a
clearer understanding.

Acknowledging
the economic and po-
litical crisis looming
over the province,
Durrani emphasizes
the urgency of finaliz-

ing the names for the
caretaker chief minis-
ter.

The potential can-
didates, according to
sources, may include
senior bureaucrats or
former justices.

As the political
discussions unfold, all
eyes are on the up-
coming meeting be-
tween Akram Durrani
and former Chief Min-
ister Mehmood Khan,
which is expected to
play a crucial role in
the appointment pro-
cess. Stay tuned for
further updates as
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
navigates through this
transitional phase.

400 new products, technologies, and
services introduced at CIIE

SHANGHAI (INP):
This year over 3400
companies from 128
countries attended the
six sessions of China
International Import
Expo (CIIE), releasing
over 400 new prod-
ucts, technologies, and
services, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) re-
ported.

According to the
report, the CIIE wit-
nessed more and more
enterprises growing
from exhibitors to in-
vestors.

Meanwhile, their
confidence in the Chi-
nese market and Chi-
nese opportunities has
been unwavering", said
a quote from Archer-
Daniels-Midland Co, a
US agricultural origina-
tion and processing
company that has been
participating in CIIE for
4 years in a

At the CIIE,  the
company has debuted a
series of products and
signed contracts with
multiple Chinese grain

enterprises. One can
find countless cases as
such in the grand six-
day expo lasting from
Nov. 5 to 10.

“China’s unswerv-
ing practice of high-
level opening-up has
enabled the annual CIIE
to attract top enter-
prises in the world like
a huge magnet”, said
Zhu Linbo, President
for China at ADM.

This year,  over
3400 companies from
128 countries attended
the Business Exhibition.
Among them, over 200
companies have par-
ticipated in CIIE every
year since its inception
six years ago. To debut
innovations at CIIE has
become an increasingly
common practice for
exhibitors.

At the exhibition
stand of Johnson &
Johnson, over a third of
the products are dis-
played for the first time
in China.

With full atten-
dance at all six sessions

of CIIE, the company
still managed to present
a new look by releas-
ing an updated Chinese
brand logo.

“CIIE is a stage to
debut and gather global
innovative products,
and it is also a gravita-
tional field that contin-
ues to promote the ac-
celeration of innova-
tion”,  the company
said. Behind the zeal of
participating companies
from around the globe
are the boundless op-
portunities in the open
Chinese market.

Global hotel man-
agement company
Marriot International,
in its sixth-time pres-
ence at CIIE,  an-
nounced its Sheraton
Hotels and Resorts
brand will soon exceed
100 stores in China.

“From 2016 till
now, our group has
nearly doubled the num-
ber of hotels in China
with three new brands
launched.

We have full con-

fidence in China’s cul-
ture and tourism mar-
ket and look forward to
continuously breaking
new milestones in
China”, the company
said.

Anu Rathninde,
Vice President of
Johnson Controls and
President for Asia Pa-
cific at the company,
said that China is so big
that it takes a long time
for anybody to truly
understand it.

“As the market
grows, it's required that
we launch new prod-
ucts, expand the scale,
get into digital plat-
forms, and foster inno-
vation.

Even with 26 years
of experience in China,
I still have things to
learn”, he told CEN.

It is learned that the
company, which has
been attending CIIE for
six consecutive years,
has already confirmed
its presence at the 7th
CIIE to be held next
year.

WA S H I N G T O N ,
D.C, (INP): About 5-
1/2 years from now,
astronomers predict,
an asteroid about as
wide as the Empire
State Building is tall
will streak through
space within 20,000
miles (32,200 km) of
Earth, the closest any
celestial object of that
size will have come to
our planet in modern
history.

When it does, a
spacecraft launched
by NASA in 2016 is
expected to be in po-
sition to provide a de-
tailed examination of
this rare close encoun-
ter.

The mission, di-
rected by University
of Arizona scientists,
is expected to yield in-
sights into planetary
formation and knowl-
edge that could inform
efforts to build a de-
fense system against
possible doomsday as-
teroid collisions with
Earth.

At the time of its
2004 discovery, the
asteroid Apophis,
named for a demon
serpent embodying

evil and chaos in an-
cient Egyptian mythol-
ogy, appeared to pose
a dire impact threat to
Earth, with scientists
forecasting a potential
collision in 2029. Re-
fined observations
have since ruled out
any impact risk for at
least another century.

Still, its next ap-
proach in 2029 will
bring the asteroid
within a cosmic cat's
whisker of Earth - less
than one-tenth the
moon's distance from
us and well within the
orbits of some geosyn-
chronous Earth satel-
lites.

The spacecraft
now headed for a ren-
dezvous with Apophis
is OSIRIS-REx,
which made headlines
plucking a soil sample
from a different aster-
oid three years ago and
sending it back to
Earth in a capsule that
made a parachute
landing in Utah in Sep-
tember.

Rather than retire
the spacecraft, NASA
has rebranded it as
OSIRIS-APEX - short
for APophis EXplorer

- and fired its thrust-
ers to put it on course
for its next target.

The Apophis ex-
pedition was detailed
in a mission overview
published in the Plan-
etary Science Journal.

Apophis, oblong
and somewhat peanut-
shaped, is a stony as-
teroid believed to con-
sist mostly of silicate
materials along with
iron and nickel. Mea-
suring about 1,110 feet
(340 meters) across, it
is due to pass within
about 19,800 miles
(31,860 km) of Earth's
surface on April 13,
2029, becoming visible
to the naked eye for a
few hours, said
Michael Nolan, deputy
principal investigator
for the mission at the
University of Arizona.

"It's not going to
be this glorious show,"
Nolan said, but it will
appear as a point of
reflected sunlight in the
night sky over Africa
and Europe.

An asteroid that
large passing so near
to Earth is estimated to
occur roughly once
every 7,500 years. The

Apophis flyby is the
first such encounter
predicted in advance.

The tidal pull of
Earth's gravity likely
will cause measurable
disturbances to the
asteroid's surface and
motion, changing its
orbital path and rota-
tional spin. Tidal forces
could trigger landslides
on Apophis and dis-
lodge rocks and dust
particles to create a
comet-like tail.

The spacecraft is
set to observe the
asteroid's Earth flyby
as it nears and ulti-
mately catches up
with Apophis. These
images and data would
be combined with
ground-based tele-
scope measurements
to detect and quantify
how Apophis was al-
tered as it passed by
Earth. OSIRIS-APEX
is scheduled to remain
near Apophis for 18
months - orbiting, ma-
neuvering around it
and even hovering just
over its surface, using
rocket thrusters to kick
up loose material and
reveal what lies be-
neath.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Repatriation of illegal
foreigners including Af-
ghans to their homeland
continues on Sunday
amidst the crackdown
against illegal immi-
grants.

Thousands of un-
registered Afghan citi-
zens are returning to
their homeland through
Torkham and Chaman
border daily.

Transit camps for il-
legal foreigners have
been established in vari-
ous districts of KP and
Balochistan, which have
all the daily facilities.

According to de-
tails, 2,957 illegal Af-
ghans returned to Af-
ghanistan on Saturday
(November 11). So Far
217,355 illegal Afghans
have returned to their
home. The caretaker
government of Pakistan
has made foolproof ar-
rangements for the safe
return of illegal immi-
grants.

On October 3, an
apex committee of the
National Action Plan
(NAP) meeting chaired
by Caretaker Prime Min-
ister Anwaarul Haq
Kakar gave all foreign
nationals living illegally
in the country until Oc-
tober 31 to leave volun-
tarily or face deporta-
tion.

After the expiry of
the deadline, the care-
taker government has
swung into action
against illegal immi-
grants.

Mostly Afghan na-
tionals staying in Paki-
stan as undocumented il-
legal immigrants. Repa-
triation of illegal afghan
nationals through the
Chaman and Torkham
borders has been under-
way. The FC and the Af-
ghan government have
agreed to keep the
Torkham border till 11 at
night to ensure smooth
repatriation of the illegal
immigrants.

US military aircraft crashes
during training

PENTAGON (INP): An
American military aircraft
crashed after experienc-
ing a "mishap" during
training in the eastern
Mediterranean, accord-
ing to a statement from
the US European Com-
mand (EUCOM) on Sat-
urday.

The specific type of
aircraft and its origin
were not disclosed in the
statement. It's worth not-
ing that the United
States had deployed a
carrier strike group to the
region as part of efforts
to prevent the Israel-
Hamas conflict from es-
calating into a wider re-
gional crisis. "On the
evening of November 10,
a US military aircraft con-
ducting training opera-
tions in the eastern
Mediterranean suffered
a mishap and went
down," EUCOM said in
a statement that did not
provide information on
the fate of the crew. "We
can definitively say that

the aircraft sortie was
purely related to training
and there are no indica-
tions of hostile activity,"
the statement said, add-
ing: "The cause of the
training incident is cur-
rently under investiga-
tion." Following a cross-
border attack by Hamas
from Gaza on October 7,
which Israeli officials
claim resulted in approxi-
mately 1,200 casualties,
the United States swiftly
provided military sup-
port to Israel. This sup-
port included the deploy-
ment of the USS Gerald
R Ford aircraft carrier
and additional warships
to reinforce the U.S.
presence in the region.
In response to the
Hamas attack, Israel
launched a comprehen-
sive air, land, and naval
offensive on Gaza. The
territory's health ministry
reported a tragic toll, stat-
ing that over 11,000
people have lost their
lives in the conflict.

FBR Makes Historic Seizure of Non-Duty
paid/Counterfeit Cigarettes

ISLAMABAD: In an un-
precedented drive to get
to grips with the menace
of Non-Duty paid/Coun-
terfeit cigarettes, the
designated teams of
Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) have suc-
cessfully recently con-
ducted 429 raids
throughout the length &
breadth of the country.
The effort culminated

into the seizure of about
16 million Non-Duty
paid/Counterfeit ciga-
rette sticks.

On the direction of
Chairman FBR, Malik
Amjed Zubair Tiwana,
Member Inland Revenue
Operations, Mir
Badshah Khan Wazir su-
pervised the whole exer-
cise. According to him,
the success of this exer-

cise would convey
an unequivocal
message to the
duty evaders to
forthwith halt their
illicit practices. He
also reiterated to
continually fight
the issue till its
logical conclu-
sion. It was further
resolved that in
the next phase of

the drive, criminal proceedings
would be initiated against such
culprits.

HYDERABAD: Motorcyclists crossing rail tracks as a train approaches on the same tracks may
cause a mishap and need the attention of concerned authorities at Makrani Para railway crossing.

QUETTA: A vendor selling peanuts on his hand cart.

ISLAMABAD: a potter guiding a girl to make mud pots during 10 Days annual
lok Mela at Lok Versa.

The Chinese president Xi Jinping is addressing the World Internet Conference
Wujin Summit 2023 via video link



DAILY QUETTA VOICE Monday,November,13,202304

Condolences Pour In as CM KP Azam
Khan Sadly Passes Away

From Our Correspondent:
PESHAWAR: Caretaker

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Mohammad Azam Khan
passed away on Saturday, a hos-
pital spokesperson said. He was
89, according to his nephew
Muhammad Ahmed.

Rehman Medical Complex
spokesperson Shabbir Shah con-
firmed the development to report-
ers.

He added that the former bu-
reaucrat was admitted to an inten-
sive care unit last night after he
fell unwell a day ago.

The chief minister’s nephew
said his uncle had invited him yes-
terday and discussed a plan to
visit

 Charsadda University next
Monday and was “absolutely
fine”.

Saleem Khoso Resigns from PPP in Protest
Against Provincial President

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Saleem Khan

Khoso, the former Balochistan
Minister resigned from the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) in
protest against the provincial
president Mir Changaiz Jamali.

“The Provincial President
has really disappointed me”,

Mr. Khoso said in a state-
ment issued to the press.

The former minister’s res-
ignation came a day after the
party held a day’s meeting in
Karachi under the chairman-
ship of Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
to evolve a political strategy
regarding the upcoming gen-
eral elections.

As a sitting MPA of the
former ruling Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP),

I had announced joining the
PPP, he recalled.

“I risked my MPA ship
and joined the PPP”, he said.

Now the elders of my area
asked me to resign from PPP after unwanted interference from
the PPP Balochistan president, he said.

Chinese and Pakistani experts preserve
Upper Indus rock paintings

Zig-zagging cars collide in Lahore’s
Defence, kill six of family

APHC expresses concern over surge in
Indian state terrorism in IIOJK

SRINAGAR (INP): The All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) has expressed seri-
ous concern over the surge in
Indian state terrorism and
atrocities in Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, the APHC
spokesman in a statement is-
sued in Srinagar said innocent
people are being harassed and
humiliated during cordon and
search operations, whereas
confiscation of civilians’ prop-
erties are being used by India
as a war tactic to suppress
Kashmiris’ struggle for right to
self-determination.

He said the Modi regime
is crafting false narratives of
investment and development to
justify its illegal actions of 5
August 2019 and intending to
paint the picture that all is well

in IIOJK but the fact is that all
is against normal there.
Ground situation negates
India’s false narrative of return
of normalcy in IIOJK, he said
adding even so-called pro-In-
dia Kashmiri politicians are
questioning Modi’s normalcy
narrative in IIOJK.

He said the United Na-
tions has passed several reso-
lutions on Kashmir but the lin-
gering dispute is yet to be re-
solved. He said the Indian
forces have detained thou-
sands of Kashmiri youth under
black laws, including Public
Safety Act (PSA) and Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and conduct raids on
the residences of the people but
they will never succeed in sup-
pressing the Kashmir freedom
movement.

The spokesman said the

Kashmiri people reject the il-
legal and unilateral actions of
August 05, 2019, including the
repeal of Kashmir’s special
status by the Modi-led fascist
Indian government.

He deplored that India,
which claims to be the largest
democracy of the world, is
committing the worst kind of
human rights violations in
IIOJK and appealed to the in-
ternational community to hold
India accountable for its bru-
talities on innocent Kashmiri
people. The APHC spokes-
man urged the world commu-
nity to impress upon India to
stop massive rights abuses by
its troops in IIOJK. He also
appealed to the United Nations
to resolve the lingering Kash-
mir dispute according to its
resolutions and the aspirations
of the Kashmiri people.

LAHORE (INP): Six mem-
bers of the same family, trav-
elling in two cars, were killed
when they met with an acci-
dent at Lahore’s Defence
Housing Society (DHA) early
Sunday morning.

Police said the accident
took place because of fast
speed of the vehicles as well
as negligence on the part of
drivers who were zig-zagging
on the road. The drivers lost
control of their vehicles which
collided with each other.

As a result of the accident,
six people were seriously in-
jured who were rushed to a

nearby hospital but they suc-
cumbed to their injuries.

Giving further details, the
police informed that Rafaqat
Ali, a resident of Shadab
Colony, Ferozepur Road,
Lahore, was heading to Phase-
7 of the DHA along with mem-
bers of his family to meet his
daughter’s in-laws.

The dead were identified
as Rafaqat’s 45-year-old wife
Rukhsana, 27-year-old son
Hasnain, 23-year-old daughter-
in-law Ayesha, four-month-old
grandson Huzaifa, 30-year-old
son-in-law Sajjad and four-
year-old granddaughter

Anabya.
The police shifted the bod-

ies to Lahore’s General Hos-
pital for the postmortem.

Police said that they ar-
rested one of the drivers whose
negligence had led to the inci-
dent.

Police also took in custody
the cars involved in the acci-
dent.

Police jawans collected the
forensic evidence from the
accident the site. Traffic po-
lice also reached the spot and
removed the damaged vehicles
from the road to normalize the
traffic flow.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chinese and
Pakistani experts jointly worked
to preserve Upper Indus rock
paintings corridor, Gwadar Pro re-
ported.

A joint China-Pakistan ar-
chaeological survey team led by
Chongqing Normal University for
the project of conserving the Up-
per Indus Rock Painting Corridor
held its opening ceremony in
Bahawalpur.

In a groundbreaking collabo-
ration, the joint effort aims to pre-
serve and promote the region's
rich cultural heritage while foster-
ing international cooperation in
the field of archaeology.

The corridor of Buddhist rock
paintings and Chinese inscrip-
tions on the Upper Indus is not
only an extremely valuable histori-
cal and cultural heritage of the lo-
cal people but also belongs to all
mankind. These rock paintings
were left behind by various trav-
elers, traders, pilgrims, and an-
cient inhabitants of the area who

passed along the trade routes, and
date back as early as between
5000 B.C. and A.D. 1000, provid-
ing valuable insights into the lives
and beliefs of the ancient civiliza-
tions that once thrived in the area.

Recognizing the significance
of this cultural treasure, the Chi-
nese and Pakistani governments
have collaborated to ensure the
preservation of these ancient art-
works.

The joint initiative brings to-
gether experts from institutions
and universities of both countries
including Chongqing Normal Uni-
versity, Xi'an Jiaotong University,
Lanzhou University, Pakistan
Higher Education Commission
Corridor Authority, University of
Bahawalpur, Punjab Archaeology
Department, and others.

Multiple units from
Chongqing will also actively par-
ticipate in the project, providing
technical and logistical support
for the archaeological work. The
project team will carry out a 3-year

field investigation and survey to
comprehensively investigate and
protect major sites and artifacts
in the project area, and conduct
academic seminars, personnel
training, achievement presenta-
tions, and other work.

Furthermore, the project also
includes capacity-building initia-
tives where local communities are
actively involved in the conser-
vation efforts. By engaging the
local population, the project aims
to create awareness about the
meaning of the rock paintings and
foster a sense of ownership and
responsibility among the commu-
nity members. Conservation ef-
forts in the Upper Indus Rock
Painting Corridor are expected to
have a major impact on the tour-
ism potential of the area.  As the
site becomes better preserved and
accessible, it is likely to attract
both domestic and international
tourists, further contributing to
the socio-economic development
of the area.

Deadly diseases like diabetes can be controlled by
healthy lifestyle, healthy food: Governor

PESHAWAR (INP): Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji
Ghulam Ali Sunday said that by
adopting a healthy lifestyle and
healthy food, dangerous and
deadly diseases like diabetes
could be controlled.
Diabetes is a silent killer, diagno-
sis and proper management of this
disease takes time and diabetes is
a serious health challenge, he
added.

To deal with this, we need to
change our lifestyle, he said and
added that as a result of preven-
tion of diabetes, the risk of other
diseases could also be reduced
and in this context philanthropists
should serve humanity. “I will fully
cooperate with the welfare insti-
tutions engaged and serving the
ailing humanity,” he said while
addressing a function organized
by Omar Diabetes Foundation on
the occasion of World Diabetes
Day at Governor House here Sun-
day.

Omar Foundation Chairman
Justice (Retd) Mian Mohammad
Ajamal, CEO Dr. Umar Rohab, Pro-
fessor Dr. Abrar Ahmed, Dr.
Sheikh Fahad Falah, members of
the Board of Directors, diabetes
experts, social and political per-
sonalities and representatives of
the business community also par-
ticipated in the ceremony.

Chairman Umar Foundation
Justice (Rtd) Mian Muhammad
Ajamal, Professor Dr. Abrar
Ahmad and CEO Dr. Umar Wahab
while addressing the ceremony,
informed the Governor and other
stakeholders about the Umar
Foundation were performing by
serving the people in Islamabad,
Muzaffarabad and Peshawar.

He said that Pakistan was the
third largest country in the world
in terms of the prevalence of dia-
betes, where there were more than
30 million diabetic patients. Al-
most every fourth person is suf-
fering from diabetes, he said, add-

ing, “It can also cause heart fail-
ure, which can be prevented by a
charity organization like Omer Dia-
betes Foundation providing free
treatment facilities to poor people
and so far more than 40,000 pa-
tients have been treated free of
charge.

Addressing the ceremony,
the Governor said that service to
suffering humanity was the great-
est worship and Omar Foundation
was providing selfless free treat-
ment services for the completion
of a healthy society and complete
eradication of diabetes, which was
not only commendable but also
for the eradication of diabetes.

There is  also a practical
struggle and people who consider
the selfless service of suffering
humanity as their motto have a
dignified position in the society.
Like Omar Foundation, the wel-
fare organizations across the
country are also worshiping along
with service, he expressed.

PESHAWAR:  Vehicles drive on a road during fog after recent
winter rain.

KARACHI: Commander Pakistan Fleet, Vice Admiral Muhammad Faisal Abbasi and Chinese Com-
mander Rear Admiral Liang Yang with Pakistan and Chinses officials at the Opening Ceremony of
Pakistan Navy and PLA (Navy) bilateral exercise Sea Guardian-2023. INP

HYDERABAD:  Vendors displaying the fireworks stuff to attract the customers in connection with
Hindu festival Dewali at Market Road.

‘No talks yet on seat adjustment,’ says PML-N’s Saad
Rafique after meeting MQM-P leadership in Karachi

ISLAMABAD: PML-N leader
Khawaja Saad Rafique said on
Sunday that there had been no
talks as yet on seat adjustment
with the Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan.

Rafique made the comments
after a PML-N delegation, includ-
ing Ayaz Sadiq and Bashir
Memon, called on the MQM-P
leadership at its office in Karachi’s
Bahadurabad.

His remarks come after, in a
surprising turn of developments,
the “ele-c-toral alliance” an-
nounced by the PML-N and
MQM-P on Tuesday appeared to
have been downgraded to “seat
adjustments”. On Tuesday, a
three-member MQM-P delegation
comprising Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui, Farooq Sattar, and
Mustafa Kamal called on the
Sharif brothers — Nawaz Sharif
and Shehbaz Sharif — in Model
Town Lahore. After the meeting,
the PML-N declared that both
parties had decided to form an
electoral alliance in light of an

understanding reached in April
last year when the MQM had
joined the Shehbaz-led coalition
government. Late in the night,
however, senior MQM-P leader
and former federal minister Aminul
Haque clarified that it was not an
electoral alliance as both parties
would contest the election on
their respective election symbol.

Subsequently, MQM-P con-
vener Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
had stated that the party had de-
veloped a “consensus” on issues
facing the country in a recent meet-
ing with the PML-N and not an
electoral alliance. At the outset of
today’s press conference in
Karachi, Siddiqui welcomed the
PML-N delegation. He expressed
the hope that relations between
the two parties would prove to be
an “important step” for Pakistan’s
democracy and security. Siddiqui
then invited Rafique to speak.
Thanking the MQM-P leadership
for welcoming the PML-N leader-
ship, Rafique said, “Both the par-
ties think that democracy in Paki-

stan needs to be transformed into
the democracy of the common
man. The time has come to decide
formulas for the equal distribution
of resources and to give it legal
and Constitutional protection.”
He said that this matter did not
just concern Karachi but all cities
in the country. “So this partner-
ship between PML-N and MQM
will benefit not just Karachi but
all of Pakistan,” he said. Rafique
said that the Provincial Finance
Commission (PFC) award should
also be “made a reality” and imple-
mented. He said that the equal dis-
tribution of resources should now
move from the provinces to local
governments.  NEWS DESK.


