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Nawaz Gains Electable Support, Meets JUI,
PKMAP, NP for Key Alliances

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a strategic
move, former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has gained the
support of over two dozen
electables, including former
ChiefMinister of Balochistan,
Jam Kamal Khan, as part of
his election strategy.

During his two-day visit to
Quetta, Sharif held crucial
meetings with key political
players, including the Baloch
nationalist party National Party
(NP), Jamiat ul Ulema Islam
(JUI), Pashtoonkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PKMAP), and
Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP), aiming to secure their
backing for the upcoming gen-
eral elections.

Bilawal Suggests
PML N To Focus On
Lahore Instead Of
Quetta

Sharif’s visit comes after
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Chair-
man of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), suggested that
the PML-N leader focus on
Lahore instead of Quetta.
‘While all mainstream political
parties vie for the support of
electables in Balochistan,
PML-N appears to have se-
cured a significant share.

The inclusion of key
clectables fromthe former rul-
ing party BAP, such as Sardar
Abdul Rehman Khetran,
Muhammad Khan Lehri, Mir
Ghafoor Lehri, and others,
strengthens PML-N’s position,
potentially making it the larg-
est parliamentary party in
Balochistan.

Nawaz Gains the Sup-
port Of BAP, PKMAP,
NP, and JUI

Notably, meetings with

JUI-F, NP, PKMAP, and BAP
indicate a strategic effort by
PML-N to maximize support
in Balochistan for the upcom-
ing general elections.

Pand PKMAP, both
nallonahsl parties, had analli-
ance with PML-N after the
2013 elections when Dr. Malik
Baloch served as the Chief
Minister of Balochistan for two
and a half years,

Despite having a majority
in the house, the PML-N de-
cided to appoint Dr. Baloch as
CM. However, Nawab

Sanaullah Zehri took over for
the remaining period, only to be
removed through a vote of no
confidence by

Mir Quddus Bizenjo, lead-
ing to the establishment of
BAP and dealinga blow to the
PML-N.

As of this report, no del-
egation from the Balochistan
National Party (Mengal) has
contacted the former premier.
These developments provide a
clear snapshot of party posi-
tions in the upcoming general
elections in Balochistan.

Nawaz Returns to Quetta After 6 Years, Gains
Support from 20 Electables

QUETTA: After a six-
year absence, former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif made
a strategic return to Quetta,
aimingto bolster his political in-
fluence.

On Tuesday evening, ac-
companied by key leaders, in-
cluding.

Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
the PML-N leader sought the
support of over 20 influential
figures from Balochistan.

Jam Kamal To Join
PMLN

Among them, former Chief
Minister Jam Kamal Khan de-
clared his decision to join
PML-N, stating, “I have de-
cided to join PML-N,” during
apress interaction at a private

Manan Mandokhail

hotel. Other n‘olable figures,
such as Dostain Khan Domki
and Rameen Muhammad

of electables aligning with the
former ruling party.

A formal announcement of
their allegi to PML-N is

scheduled for later this evening,
marking a significant develop-
ment in the regional political

Hassani, joined the p

Moving vulnerable patients from Gaza’s Al-Shifa

GAZA: Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has said
Isracl is committing the “equiva-
lent of terrorism™ in Gaza by kill-
ing innocent women and children
in its military campaign on Hamas,
AFP reports.

The veteran leftist had previ-
ously condemned as a “terrorist
attack™ the October 7 assault on
Isracl by the Palestinian group.

But the leader of Latin
America’s biggest country said
the group’s actions do not justify
Israel’s military response in Gaza,
where more than 11,200 people,
also mostly civilians, have been
killed, according to health officials.

“Israel’s attitude toward chil-
dren, toward women, is the
cqulvalcnl of terrorism. There’s no
other way to put it,” Lula said in
his weekly social media address.

Heavy rain in Gaza has
brought néw concems and chal-
lenges for Palestinians, many of
whom are homeless and living in
makeshift tents after weeks of Is-
raeli bombardment, Reuters re-
ports.

The start of the rainy season
and the possibility of flooding in-
creased fears that the densely
populated enclave’s sewage sys-
tem would be overwhelmed and
discase would spread.

Saleem Khoso Resigns from
PPP in Protest Against Pro-
vincial President

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Saleem Khan
Khoso, the former Balochistan
Minister resigned from the Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP) in pro-
test against the provincial presi-
dent Mir Changaiz Jamali. “The
Provincial President has really dis-
appointed me”, Mr. Khoso said in
a statement issued to the press.

The former minister’s resig-
nation came a day after the party
held a day’s meeting in Karachi
under the chairmanship of Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari to evolve a politi-
calstrategy regarding the upcom-
ing general elections.

As a sitting MPA of the
former ruling Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP), I had announced
joining the PPP, he recalled. T
tisked my MPA 'ship and joined

the PPP”, he said.

Now the elders of my area
asked me toresign from PPP after
unwanted interference from the
PPP Balochistan president, he
said.

hospital 1mp0ss1ble task" WHO

Al a UN shelter in Khan
Younis in southern Gaza, the rain
brought dismay for displaced
people who woke to find the
clothes they put out to dry the
night had been drenched by rai

“We were in a house built of
conerete and now we are in a
tent,” said Fayeza Srour, who
sought safety in the south after
Israclbegan its military offensive.

“The nylon tarps, the tent, and
|hewood willnot resist any flood-
. People sleeping on the floor,
Whatwillthey dob Wherewill they
i

Another displaced Gazan,
Karim Mreish, said people at the
shelter were praying for the rain
to stop.“Those children, those
women, those elderly pray to God
that it doesn’t rain,” he said. “If it
does it will be very difficult and
words will fail to describe our suf-
fering.” The Red Cross has not
met any of the hostages being
held by in the Gaza Strip, Isracli
Foreign Minister Eli Cohen said
after meeting the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) president, AFP reports.

“Until today, none of our
hostages met the Red Cross [....]
we don’t have any proof of life,”
Cohen told a press conference at
the United Nations in Geneva.

UN Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres does not deserve to

Iead the United Nations, Isracli
Foreign Minister Eli Cohen said,
according to AFP.

“Guterres does not deserve
to be the head of the United Na-
tions. Guterres did not promote
any peace process in the region

. Guterres, like all the free na-
tions, should say clearly and
loudly: ‘Free Gaza from Hamas’,”
Cohen told a press conference at
the UN in Geneva.

A Hamas official has said that
Israel’s bombardmentand ground
invasion of the Gaza Strip had put
25 of the besicged territory’s 35
hospitals out of use, Reuters re-
poris. “It has also destroyed 94
government buildings and 253
schools,” Osama Hamdan, a
Beirut-based Hamas official, told
a news conference in the Leba-
nese capital.

‘The families of Israclis being
held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza
Strip have kicked off a five-day
march from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem
to demand the government does
much more to secure their release,
Reuters reports. “I demand from
Benjamin Netanyahu and the cabi-
net to give us answers and ac-
tions,” said Shelly Shem Tov,
whose 21-year-old son Omer was
dragged into Gaza five weeks ago.

Family members, friends and
supporters of Israclis and other
nationalities who were taken hos-
tage on October 7 by Hamas dur-
ing a deadly attack, march at the
outskirts of Tel Aviv after they
began a few days march towards
Jerusalem, November 14, 2023. -
Reuters “Where are you? Where
are you?” she said, addressing
the government in an mpassloned
plea at the start of the march.
NEWSDESK

Bilawal advises Nawaz to ‘focus on
Lahore’ as PML-N supremo arrives
in Quetta to woo electables

MITHI: PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari on Tues-
day advised PML-N party
supremo, Nawaz Sharifto ““focus
on Lahore” for the upcoming gen-
eral elections and try to remedy
the city’s woes as the ex-premier
arrived in Quetta in an effort to
form strategicalliances in all prov-
inces ahead of the Feb 8 polls.

e PML-N has been engag-
ing Sindh-based political partics
in what appears to be an attempt
to create an alliance against the
PPP in the province. At a recent
meeting, the PML-N had agreed
to a demand of the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) to support a constitu-
tional reform package that would
include a legal cover for the local

overnment and disbursement of
unds to districts through a pro-
vincial finance commission. In re-
sponse, the PPP has mainly tar-
geted the MQM-P for demanding
changes to the Constitution and
warmned the PML-N to not expect
loyalty from those who had be-
trayed their founder. Questioned
about the PML-N’s outreach dur-
ing a press conference in Mithi
today, Bilawal said everyone had
the right to go to every province
and conduct their politics. “I think
Nawaz has been advised that be-
cause there have been difficulties
created for the PML-N in Lahore,
s0 he has been pained to go to
other provinces for seats. *My
advice would be that he should
focus on Lahore and he should
try and address the problems
there.

Maybe that’ Il bring better re-

sults for him,” he said. Bilawal said
that he had no difference with any

olitical party ora “fight” with any
institution.

“We welcome them. Our
whole contention with them was
that they did not come here,” he
said in response to a question re-
garding Nawaz’s visit to different
provinces to woo politicians.

Bilawal said no party would
oppose different political parties
visiting different provinces, how-
ever, headded that PML-N should

“still ry to have confidence and
trust their own party and politics”
while carrying out these visits.

“Do politics through your own

party, do not ask other institutions
fo carry out your politics for you
and create space for you. “The
right thing would be that PML-N
does politics on its own weight,
be it here or in Balochistan,” he
said. Bilawal concluded his media
talk by saying that he was “proud”
to contest the upcoming elections
on the basis of his performance
as the foreign minister. “Ask
Shehbaz Sharif, Ishaq Dar,
Khurram Dastgir, Saad Rafique,
Ayaz Sadiq and Ahsan Igbal —
are they ready to contest on their
performance over the last 15-16
months? NEWS DESK

THC stays trial court proceedings
against Imran in c1pher case

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court on Tues-
day halted proceedings against
PTI Chairman Imran Khan in the
cipher case, stressing theneed for
the court to be informed about the
“circumstances” that prompted
the trial to be conducted in jail.

The IHC division bench,
comprising Justice Mian-gul
Hassan Aur-angzeb and Justice
Saman Rafat Imtiaz, passed the
orders on the ex-premier’s intra-
court appeal against a single-
member bench’s decision that had
approved Imran’s jail trial.

‘The cipher case pertains to a
diplomatic document that the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency’s
charge sheet alleges was never re-
turned by Imran. The PTlhas long
held that the document contained
athreat from the United States to
oust Imran as prime minister.

The former premier and his
aide Shah Mahmood Qureshi, who
is also behind bars, were indicted
in the case on Oct 23. They have
pleaded not guilty.

¢ THC has endorsed
Imran’s indictment, disposing of
his pleaagainst the same, but had
also instructed the special court
judge to ensure a “fair trial”. Dur-
ing the hearing today, PTI chief
Imran Khan’s lawyer, Salman
Akram Raja, and the Attorney
General Mansoor Awan were
present in the court.

S

Allhco tset, Awan informed
the bench that the federal cabinet
had approved Imran’s jail trial,
adding that a copy of the relevant
notification would be presented.

Justice Aurangzeb said the
court would scrutinise the notifi-
cation, questioning the “extraor-
dinary circumstances” that led to

the trial being conducted in its
current manner. “We want to know
the actual events; you have to
inform us,” the judge observed.

The court also sought clarifi-
cation on the reasons behind the
federal cabinet’s approval of the
jail trial. “The most important
question lies in determining the
status of court proceedings pre-
ceding the cabinet’s approval,”
Justice Aurangzeb asked.

The judge also referred to
former Indian prime minister Indira
Gandhi’s jail trial, saying, “It was
conducted at Tihar Jail where me-
diawas notallowed. Similar to that
scenario involving a former pre-
mier, this case also involves the
ex-PM.” NEWS DESK

Balochistan PCS Exam: 17,000+
Candidates Begin Pursuit of
Civil Services Success

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Inamuch-antici-
pated event, the Balochistan Pro-
vincial Civil Service (PCS) exami-
nations commenced with over
17,000 candidates competing for
122 coveted government posts.
Amidst stringent security mea-
sures, the examination is a signifi-
cant milestone for the region, mark-
ing the first time in years that the
Balochistan Public Service Com-
mission (BPSC) has advertised
such a substantial number of va-
cancies.

Candidates Testing
Muscles For 122 Posts

Candidates are

L il
The BPSC, responsible for
conducting tests and interviews

for these positions, has empha-
sized its commitment to uphold-
ing merit and transparency
throughout the recruitment pro-
cess. The move is seen as a po:
tive step towards ensuring a fair
and selection of can-

testing their mettle for 50 assis-
tant commissioner positions, 29
section officer roles, and 43
deputy superintendent of police
(DSP) positions. The unprec-
edented number of vacancies is
expected to have a profound im-

dldd( s for key administrative
roles in the province.

The increased number of ad-
vertised positions reflects a stra-
tegic effort to address personnel
gaps and enhance the efficiency

of _governance structures in

acton landscape
of Balochistan.

BPSC Conducting
Tests And Interviews

sthe
unfold, candidates and stakehold-
ers are keenly observing the pro-
ceedings, anticipating a transfor-
mative impact on the region’s ad-
‘ministrative landscape.
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Balochistan Health Card Initiativ
A Lifesaving Revolution

Editorial:

The Balochistan government is on the verge of launching a highly anticipated health
card system aimed at addressing the healthcare needs of the region’s population. The
provincial health department has set up dedicated booths within select private hospi-
tals in Quettato facilitate the public. Obtaining medical treatment through these health
cards is expected to bea straightforward process, with individuals simply required to
send 3 message o 850010 accessalth nesessary information

An Inclusive Progra

e ligihility critea are quite inclusive, as anyone possessing a national dentity
card with a of this service.

This groundbreaking healthcare initiative was originally conceived during the ten-
ure of the former Balochistan chief minister, Jam Kamal Khan, who led the coalition
government. However, despite its initial proposal, the project remained stalled due to
a lack of political commitment and bureaucratic hurdles.

Over 2 Million Families To Benefit

‘The potential impactis substantial, as over 2 million families in Balochistan stand
to benefit from this healthcare initiative, with cach family being allocated Rs. I million

By Masood Lohar

Picrure yourselfre-
siding in a lavish man-
sion, boasting a mul-
tiple-digit price tag, in the
heart of the city’s most
exclusive
neighbourhood. Despite
the opulence, the very
essence of life for you
and your family is being
gradually eroded; your
lifespan is curtailed by
several precious years,
and the once pristine
quality of life tainted by
the persistent spectre of
asthma, throat infec-
tions, and itchy eyes.
Moreover, there is an
ever-present apprehen-
sion, a gnawing fear that

formcdlcal treatment.
he government has also taken a significant step by signing a Memorandum of

Undcmandme (MoU) with a privatc insurance company fo cnsure the successful
implementation of this project, which aims to address the long-standing health issues
faced by the people of Balochistar

Govt Hospitals Paint A Bleak Picture

In Balochistan,
health fa access to healthcar i Asaresult, muny of lhc ufﬂugm
and middle-class residents opt for treatment in private hospitals in Quetta or the more
expensive hospitals in Karachi, primarily due to the dire conditions in government
healthcare IhCII|I|Ls

G

have claimed that health and education
are top priorities, vmmns]almg these claims into meaningful action on the ground has
often proven challenging. The introduction of this health card initiative represents a
positive step toward addressing one of the most pressing concerns of the local popu-
lation. With issues like inflation, unemployment, and alarmingly low social indicators
exacerbating the problems faced by the people of Balochistan, the implementation of
this initiative could potentially offer a ray of hope if carried out transparently and
effectively.

Valuing migrants

Niaz Murtaza:

By Dr

. strip them ofallempathy, ~ lag behind others in the
last week. Thave worked ~ them. business
in many rebel-held areas Which ones, we Census data shows
globally. But it felt eerie aren’ttold. Idon’trecall that the proportion of
being in a state ruled by ~Afghans being named Sindh and Balochistan in
a group we aided and right after a recent at- our total population in-
that shuns modernity. I tack. Even if some were creased by five per cent
felt guilty as my own cal-  involved in such acts, is and 2.5pe, respectively,
lous state is evicting it justifiable to collec- from 1951 to 2023.
poor Afghans cruelly. tively punish millions, Punjab’s fell by 7pc. But
Long poor, the de-  similar to how Isracl Sindh’s increase is
cades of war we too treats the Palestinians? mainly on account of in-
stoked, and now foreign We may push Afghans flows to Karachi, which
economic and internal into the cnemy’sarms. ~ went up from 3pc to 8pe
bans have hurt Afghani- Some say the refu- nationally and 18pc to
tan more, with nature gees are an economic 36pc in Sindh. So, the
ml'llclmg drought and  burden. Global studies, provincial political hold
quakes. Two-thirds of however, show that matters.
Afghans need aid, halfof ~even ‘illegal’ migrants Sindhis have seen
them urgently. Food, boost economies as the most change. Their
medicine and water are they have not just ratioin the Sindh Assem-
short, Women and many mouths to feed butalso bly fell roughly from
men face state abuseé. hands to work, skills to 90pc in 1947 to 80pc in
Into this crisis, we are apply, and money to in- 1970 and 68pc in 2002 but
pushing  innocent vest. has been stable since.
people, many of whom Since 1980, three Controversial = state-
have lived in Pakistan for million Afghans settled aided inflows and land
decades. Many were here. However, the in- awards brought down
even born here. Images crease in our own num- but did not “end this
of misery and abuse bers farout-paced them. ~supermajority, given the

=

abound. Millions of us went high rural fertility rates.
Our logic is bad — abroad. We rightly rue Inflows allowed some

legally, mor: i~ the harm from huge emi- economic gains too.

cally and politically. We  gration yet see smaller The big industrial

say we only evict those inflows as harmful too. ~classes are dominated by
who are ‘illegal’. This is But migrants often fill some ethnicities due to
simply state spin to the gap left behind by their state hold, initially
criminalise and cmigrants. The UN gives of Mohajir and then
dehumanisethem. Refu-  us millions in refugee Punjab elites. Without
gees globally cross bor-  aid, helping our suppli- the inflows into Sindh,
ders without visas. But ers and staff too. Many most ofits industry may
host states still issue  Sindhis and Baloch fear havebeen in Punjab. But
refugee papers. Afghans  that migrants — internal  the gains ignored poor
coming on foot didn’t or foreign — may make Sindhis due to the self-
need visas. lllegality just  them minorities at home, ish policies of the na-
means some refugees  like the Palestinians and  tional and local elites.
lack or are refused pa- the native American The Baloch won the ma-
pers. The simple fix is o population. Indigenous jority of seats in the last
give them the needed rights are critical but and previous polls in
papers. However, we these two nationalities  their province.

iseas

lung cancer, and respira-
tory issues may be just
around the corner, cast-
ing a shadow over your
otherwise luxurious
abode. That is how the
issue of air quality has
hit Pakistan’s cities. This
paradoxical reality, the
contradiction between
affluence and the com-
promised quality of life
is the top odd feature of
life in Pakistan.

While Lahore and
Delhi have been in a
fierce competition, not
just this week but
throughout the past

Out of breath

month, to claim the top
two spots on the Air
Quality Index for the
world’s worst air quality,
Karachi hasn’t been far
behind. Ironically, the air
quality woes extend be-
yond these cities, as
Islamabad and
Rawalpindi have also
surpassed dangerous
levels. Last week,
Islamabad recorded an
AQI of 154, and
Rawalpindi reached 180
— both falling into the
‘unhealthy’ category
(151-200).

The competitive
streak persists among
other cities as well, with
Attock at 143, Jhe-lum
and Chakwal at 159. Even
the usually pristine hill
station of Murree saw its
AQIrise to 104, surpass-
ing the ‘moderate’ level.

In response to the
escalating air pollution,
the Punjab government
recently declared a
*health emergency” and
implemented a sm:
lockdown in seven dis-
tricts: Lahore, Nankana
Sahib, Sheikhu-pura,
Kasur, Gujranwala,
Hafizabad,and Narowal.
These areas had report-
edly witnessed the high-
est recorded AQI levels.
The onset of winter ex-

acerbates air pollution,
leading to smog that dis-
rupts traffic and work
life. Typically, the smog
season extends from the
beginning of November
to the end of February
— a third of the year.
This adversely affects
the 48 million-strong
population residing in
bustling business and
industrial hubs, result-
ing in economic losses,
hindering education,
and disrupting travel
and transportation.

Rapid urbanisation
in the region forecasts
that almost half of
Pakistan’s population
will reside in cities by
2025, heightening con-
cerns over air pollution.
Failing to address this
issue immediately could
expose over 120m
people to harmful air
quality, causing signifi-
cant economic and social
repercussions. The ur-
gency to control air pol-
lution is evident in the
dire consequences it
poses, emphasising the
need for preventive mea-
sures to protect the well-
being of the projected
urban populz\uon

Air quality deterio-

ration results from vari-
ous sources, including

industrial emissions, ve-
hicle exhaust, fossil fuel
deforest

mate change mitigation.
Protecting and restoring

tion, agricultural prac-
tices, waste burning, and
natural events. Popula-
tion density in urban ar-
eas exacerbates emis-
sions. In Lahore, exter-
nal air pollution from
Jalandhar in Indian
Punjab contributes,
while Karachi faces com-
plex sources, including
vehicular emissions and
unsafe construction
practices. The absence
of an efficient public
transport system in-
creases vehicle numbers
and emissions. Fossil
fuel burning produces
harmful byproducts like
nitrogen dioxide, carbon
monoxide and carbon
dioxide.

Despite being a
coastal city with marine
ecosystems, Karachi
should ideally be free
from air pollution due to
its potential for ‘blue
carbon” — carbon se-
questration through
mangroves. The high
carbon sequestration
potential of the man-
groves highlights their
importance not only for
the health of the coastal
ecosystem but also in
the global context of cli-

can contribute Signifi-
cantly to efforts aimed at
reducing atmospheric
carbon dioxide levels.

Planting mangroves
not only purifies the air
but also generates car-
bon credits. An average
mature mangrove tree
can sequester 22-30
kilogrammes of carbon
dioxide yearly. For ex-
ample, 600,000 man-
groves planted at the
Clifton Urban Forest in
August 2022 can fetch
$225,000 per year, start-
ing from year 2024. It is
time to bring creeks, sub-
crecks, and beaches
across Karachi under
mangrove cover. Apart
from the revenue aspect,
these mangroves will
purify the city’s air and
create resilience against
cyclones and tsunamis
in addition to producing
food for fish, shrimp and
aquatic birds like flamin-
gos. Pakistan stands at
acrucialjuncture, requir-
ing bold decisions and a
paradigm shift from a real
estate-based shallow
economy to embrace in-
novative opportunities
such as blue carbon and
beach tourism.

By Arifa Noo:

1 N a recent interaction,

someone commented
that none of the political
parties had any plans to
fix the economy. This is
a common refrain; many
of us — democratically
aligned as well as those
who think elections will
provide no solution
feel the civilians are sim-
ply not prepared or
equipped for gover-
nance.

Idealistic people ex-
pectbetter from the poli-
ticians they support but
feel the latter never ap-
pear serious about gov-
ernance or have a clue
about the economy. So
goes thecommonly held
belief. Not entirely
wrong, but it is worth
considering what the
world or politics looks
like from the perspective
of the political parties
and their leaders.

The election cycle
itself is not one depen-
dent on clear paths for-
ward, policy options and
manifestos, as textbooks
‘may argue. Here, in this
land, elections are about
‘magbooliyat (popularity)
and qubooliyat (accep-
tance). Manifestos and
policies are part of elec-
tions in societies with a
degree of normalcy,
which is hardly the de-
scnpllon of affairs at

[lere, it seems as if
all our main players are
deeplyflawed characters
stuck like Garcia

Incomplete victories

Marquez’s patriarch in a
state of isolation and
paranoia.

Try and walk a few
steps in the shoes of
Nawaz Sharif or Imran

Khan.

For the former,
chances are his days and
nights might be con-
sumed by what the imme-
diate future may hold for
him despite the laadla
(favourite) tag. Will he
contest the election?

Will the eligibility
stand or will the disquali-
fication? What if the
powers that be prefer his
younger brother, as ev-
eryone in the country is
whispering? What if he
wins the election for the
party,only to be deprived
of the major slot at the
last moment? Does his
brotherknow of this plan,
while proclaiming the
party’s prime minister is
Nawaz Sharif? How many
of his own party men
(and women) are aware of
this last-minute
switcheroo? Even if
these hushed whispers
do not consume him, he
is perhaps wondering
about the election, the
party’s weak position in
its stronghold of Punjab
and what an_clectoral
victory would look like
without any external
help. His nemesis, on the
other hand, is perhaps
struggling similarly,
though the challenges
appear to be different. A
man who has survived
an attack and was ob-

sessed with the idea of
another one, if the man-
ner in which he ap-
peared in the courts in
the months before his
arrest is any indication.
For him, it was a battle
for survival, literally.

nd if he has been
able to get over the idea
of a threat to his life, he
would be obsessed with
winning the next elec-
tion, despite heading the
most popular party in the
country and the crack-
down “on its people.
Would he ever be re-
leased? Would his party
be allowed to take part
in the election?

‘Wil those who con-
test the election with his
party’s ticket stay loyal
to him or would they
switch sides? Who
would be the nextto turn
on himand blame him for
May 9 or corruption?

Asif Ali Zardari
wouldperhaps notbe far
away. This is the second
election in a row where
the country is awash
with rumours of plans to
limit the PPP’s victory in
Sindh. And despite their
assertions to the con-
trary, the party and its
leader are bound to be
worried and trying for a

cal.

In this battle of de-
sires and survival, plans
for economic revival
mustawait the first battle
— the battle of being.

Where would the
cconomy find space in
this? Itis akin to expect-

ing a daily wagerto have
a savings

In Islamabad sto-
ries of politicians” disin-
terest in the economy
abound. In one such ac-
count, excited men went
to visit one of these be-
leaguered men, offered
to join hands with him
and then asked about
the plans for the
economy.

He said, he would
get back to them, once
he makes it to the other
side, the side where sur-
vival is no longer at
stake. They returned
disappointed, but in the
account of that short in-
teraction there is so
much to understand
about our politics, if one
is interested

In these mediaeval
jousts which pass for
politics and democracy
in Pakistan, the fighting
never ends. Especially
for the politicians but
neither for the others in-
cluding the bureaucracy
which gets caught up in
the maelstrom.

But the battles
don’t end with the elec-
tion cycle cither. Seldom
have those who won an
election, difficult or
easy, been able to focus
on governance. Instead,
the time in power is
spent simply fighting to
stay in power. There is
little energy left for the
people and their prob-
lems. At times it reminds
one of the all-consuming
fight the Mughal heirs

had to take part in, once
the reigning emperor
grew old and weak. A
fight to death would en-
sure who would be the
victoramong the various
heirs; and his victory
would not be complete
till all his rivals would be
killed or rendered use-
less. Only then would the
empire and the rule be
secure. But the kingdom
in Islamabad is never se-
cure, for no victory here
s ever complete and nei-
ther is any defeat. The
challenges never end.
And this consumes all
the energies which
should have been spent
on the people’s welfare.

This perhaps is our
greatest crisis, rather
than assuming it is our
politicians’ inherently
corrupt nature or obses-
sion with accountability
of the other. For the ci-
vilians, especially, this is
once again linked to this
constant  state of
besiegement and battle.
And this is a state of af-
fairs inherently contra-
dictory to the demands
of running a modern
cconomy. It is not pos-
sible to carry both these
worlds along. Postscript:
Consider that in Paki-
stan, politics is once
again being analysed
through phrases once
‘made popular in the times
of Bhutto. Our misfor-
tune is that 50 years later,
we think our choices are
the ones that once faced
Bhutto and Zia.

As cursing won’t help, try reason

By Jawed Naqvi

defiance and humiliation  of the Iranian Majlis,
Cursinc e enemy g fheliovers who belong  would address milling
is a heritage of many be- toa minority group. The ~congregations at Tehran
liefsystems, designed as - mostimportant develop-  University on Fridays.
ahex in someand simply ment in recent years has  The cleric-politician al-
venting the spleen in  been its spread to the most always held a
others. In countless leg- Muslim Quarter.” Kalashnikov in his left
ends, men have turned For right-wing Is- hand while addressing
into stone, usually with raelis, cursing Palestin- the relatively new insti-
a mantra to also free ians goes hand in hand tution of Friday prayers
themof thecurse. Given  with the violent stealing in Iran. With his right
its irrationality, a curse of their lands, in both hand, the cleric-politician
shouldn’t work in bring-  instances contributing waved beatifically to the
ing the downfall of any  to the calamitous toll of crowd, a well-rehearsed
quarry. innocent lives the pause in the weekly
By afluke, however, Hamas-Isracl conflict is khutba. It was a signal
cursing did seem to do  taking. *Yimakhshemo’ for a wild eruption of
the trick for Iran on two  the Hebrew curse liter- curses from the crowd.
key occasions, givingits  allymeans ‘may hisname  Using the interludes, of
pursuit a new lease of beerased’. It’s said tobe  which there were several
life. Israel, a former ally placed after the name of in the course of an ad-
of Iran, has its own specific enemies of the dress, he would spur the
quota of cursing cul- Jewish people, who at followers to let out four
tures as part of an an- different points in- shouts in unison.
cient tradition. cluded Josef Stalin and To an untutored ear
Three days before Yasser Arafat. In some it seemed like an alliter-
the Hamas raid inflicted Jewish traditions, Jesus ated Persian verse pierc-
unconscionable terror too has not been spared ing the charged air, but
on Israel, five orthodox bilious insults, and while  the crowds were calling
Jews were arrested in  the Pope offered earnest for the death of four
Jerusalem for spitting at help to rein in the irratio- listed enemies of the Is-
a Christian procession. nality duringa landmark lamic revolution:
The Haaretz expressed  visit to Israel in 2000, or-  America, Israel, Saddam
its anguish thus: “Al- thodox Jewscontinueto Hussein and the USSR,
though the phenomenon  see the hand of friend- ifmemory serves, in that
by Ashkenazi Jews of ship as a trap. order,
spitting near a church or Through most of As the world would
priests isn’t new, it has the 1980s, Hashemi soon discover, two of
become an act of public ~ Rafsanjani, then Speaker  those curses hit their tar-

get with astounding ac-
curacy. Saddam was
hanged by a kangaroo
court in Baghdad, and
the Soviet Union col-
lapsed after running out
of steam in the Afghan
campaign. In both in-
stances, however, the
two countries that
evaded the Iranian curse
were themselves instru-
mental in fulfilling
Rafsanjani’s hex on the
other two.

Israel and the US
colluded secretly in Af-
ghanistan against Soviet
troops, and they were
together again in the
project to dismantle
Baathist rule in Iraq. In
both cases, Saudi Arabia,
Iran’s arch foe at the
time, was the financier.

To believe that
Rafsanjani’s crowds
were remotely involved
in the fateful turn of
events would be, of
course, shorn of reason.
‘What about the curses
that have apparently
missed the targets in Is-
racl and the US?

Both  countries
showcase their military
clout as a foil to such an
eventuality.

Climate adaptation

By Huma Yusuf

W)RLDWar M will get

us before climate change.
This is an increasingly
common refrain, an un-

Facing failure in the
face of this key target,
global climate leaders are
secking success clse-
where Atlcnuon is turn-

to
tragic and terrifying
world events. As the Is-
rack-Gaza war d

ing to cli
— the need to adjust
socml _economic and

Rehman, Pakistan alone
needs $348bn by 2030 to
build climate resilience.
But as of November
2022, the country had
only received $86.2 mil-
lion since 2016 in bilat-
eralgrants witha climate
focus. The

headlines, it’s not sur-
prising that develop-
ments in the lead-up to
the annual UN climate
change  conference,
COP28, have been side-
lined. But one disaster
does not negate another,
and we will equally have
to contend with conflict
and the consequences of
climate change. For most
Pakistanis, the latter is
arguably more immedi-
ately existential.

¢ World Meteo-
rological Society in May
this year reported that
the world would by 2027
breach the 1.5 degrees
Celsius climate threshold
agreed at the 2015 Paris
climate summit, meaning
that average global tem-
peratures are likely to
rise by more than 1.5°C
above pre-industrial lev-
els. That’s three years
away. How old will you
be? Your children?

systems to
adapt to the reality of cli-
‘mate change and its im-
pacts. Climate efforts so
far have coalesced
around mitigation (re-
duction of GHG emis-
sions), but there is grow-
ing recognition that as
we seem incapable of
giving up our addiction
to fossil fuels, we must
learn to adapt to the con-
sequences of burning
them. According to a re-
cent UN report, develop-
ing countries need $387
billion a year to adapt to
climate” change, an
amount that has in-
creased by $47bn since
the last count. The UN
report found that the
adaptation financing
need was 10to 18 times
more than current inter-
national public finance
flows, which have
dwindled in recent years.
According to former cli-
mate minister Sherry

numbers are stark
enough that the presi-
dent-designate  of
COP28 last week con-
ceded that adaptation
doesn’t get adequate fi-
nance. Pakistan has al-
ready recognised the
need to prioritise adap-
tation (floods that put
over one-third of your
land mass under water
would do that). The cli-
‘mate change ministry in
July published
Pakistan’s first-ever Na-
tional Adaptation Plan
(NAP). The plan was 11
years too late as per the
country’s own climate
strategy, but timely in
the run-up to COP28.
Covering  the
seven-year period to
2030, NAP aligns with
UN’s best practice ap-
proaches and climate

ings of a recent
McKinsey report that
advocates fora systemic
approach to climate ad-
aptation. That approach
highlights the impor-
tance of “a climate risk
management mindset;
technological  and
behavioural adaptation
levers; economic and
societal adjustments;
and governance, institu-
tional support, and com-
mitment”.

McKinsey’s eco-
nomic and societal ad-
justment bucket calls for
“compensating mecha-
nisms for vulnerable
communities and institu-
tions”and underits gov-
ernance category it
pushes for community
awareness and engage-
ment. Pakistan’s NAP
echoes these principles
with recommendations
for evidence-based deci-
sion-making, the need to
act locally, and a major
emphasis on inclusion
and equity (particularly
for women, youth and
‘marginalised communi-
ties), and with clear lan-

Its recommendations
also align with key find-

guage social
Justice and insisting that
1o one be left behind.
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PU VC stresses measures to promote Islamic
banking in country

LAHORE  (INP): delegates from Paki- lege of Commerce ev- soon. Mul d
Punjab University stan and other coun- ery yearshows thatthe Mustafa Mahmood
Vice-Chancellor Prof tries, researchers, fac- teachers are said that we have to

Dr Khalid Mahmood
has called for addi-
tional measures for the
promotion of Islamic
banking in the country.

He was address-
ing the opening ce
emony of three-day
research week orga-
nized by Punjab Uni-
versity Hailey College
of Commerce.

On this occasion,
Vice Chancellor Baba
Gurunanak University
Prof Dr Muhammad
Afzal, Dean Faculty of
Commerce Prof Dr
Mubbsher Munawar
Khan, General Man-
ager National Bank of
Pakistan Hasan Raza
Khan, Muhammad
Mustafa Mahmood
from Saudi Arabia,
Principal HCC Prof Dr
Hafiz Zafar Ahmed,

ulty members and a
large number of stu-
dents were present.

Speaking to the
participants, Dr Khalid
Mahmood said that a
graduate of Healy Col-
lege of Commerce
can easily make his
place in the market.
He said that holding
such events helps in
making ideas into re-
ality. He congratulated
the organizers for or-
ganizing an excellent
event and hoped that
it would help to pro-
mote business in the
country in accordance
with Islamic prin-
ciples.

Dr Muhammad
Afzal said that the in-
crease in the number
of students in Punjab
University Hailey Col-

hardworking and com-  work together to move
forward, for that the
education is the best
source. He said that
exchange of student
delegations will pro-
mote international re-
lations. Prof Dr Hafiz
Zafar Ahmed said that
the students of Punjab
University HCC are
given skills along with
education. He said that
our teachers are serv-
ing in other countries
including Turkiye and
Cyprus. He said that a
three-day research
week is being orga-
nized for the first time
under the auspices of
HCC in which two in-
ternational confe
ences, thesis competi-
tions, seminars and
other research activi-
ties will be held.

Dr
Mubbsher Munawar
Khan said that there is
aneed to promote re-
search that benefits
the society. He said
that research work
should not be done only
for increasing the
quantity but for prac-
tical benefit in busi-
ness. He said that it is

p p
economic situation of
the country through
research based on
solving the problems
faced by industry and
business.

Hasan Raza Khan
said that the National
Bank of Pakistan is
workingin the right di-
rection, the results of
which will be revealed

; 4 : .
[CHINA: Photo taken at the opening ceremony of the "Peace and Friendsh p" 2023
exercises in Zhangjiang, eastern Guangdong province.

Egypt captain Salah leads African stars
into World Cup qualifying

JOHANNESBURG
(INP): Prolific Liverpool
scorerand Egypt captain
Mohamed Salah will be
among the stars in action
this week when 2026
World Cup qualifying in
Afica kicks offwith two
matchdays.

His two Premier
League goals against
Brentford at the week-
end raised his total to
200 in English football,
and he is now set to
shine against Group A
rivals Djiboutiand Sierra
Leone. Salah was the
second highest ranked
African in the Ballon d'Or

Zimbabwe are back
in international football
aftera FIFA ban for gov-
ernment interference
prevented them compet-
ing in 2024 Cup of Na-
tions qualifying.

They are among 17
African countries who
cannot play at home ei-
ther because of sub-stan-
dard stadiums or safety
concerns and will host
Nigeria in the Rwandan
city of Butare. South Af-
rica are considered the
biggest threats to Nige-
ria in Group C, but will
tackle Benin athome and
Rwanda away minus star

cause they lack an inter-
national-standard sta-
dium. Egypt have won
the Aftica Cup of Nations
arecord seventimes, but
struggle in World Cup
qualifying, reaching the
finals only three times,
compared with cight ap-
pearances by Cameroon.
‘The strongest chal-
lenge to Salah and his
teammates could come
from Burkina Faso,
ranked 10th in Africa,
five places below Egypt.
Guinca-Bissau  and
Ethiopia are the other
Group A contenders
Nigeria must do

end, has been recalled,
but an injury rules out
another midfielder, Tho-
‘mas Partey from Arsenal.
Last December in
Qatar Morocco became
the first World Cup semi-
finalists from Africa, but
they will not be involved
in matchday one as op-
ponents Eritrea withdrew
without an explanation.
So Saudi Arabia-
based goalkeeper
Yassine Bounou, Paris
Saint-Germain defender
Achraf Hakimi and
Sevilla forward Youssef
en-Nesyri go into action
for the Atlas Lions only

last month behind Napoli ~ without Osimhen, one of  Lyle Foster. next Tuesday. Their be-
and Nigeria forward Vic-  the favourites to win the The Burnley for- lated entry into qualify-
tor Osimhen, who CAF Footballer of the wardand only South Af- ing will be away to Tan-

rican in the Premier
League has been side-
lined by the recurrence
of a mental health issue.
Former Premier League
manager Chris Hughton
admits he is under pres-
sure as Ghana coach
ahead of qualifiers at
home to Madagascar
and away to the
Comoros. "They are two
games we must do well
in," he said amid media
calls for his dismissal af-
ter a four-goal friendly
hiding by the United
States last month. Vet-
eran Andre Dede' Ayew,
who joined Ligue I out-
fit Le Havre last week-

misses  the  first
matchdays due to an in-
jury. OmarMarmoush of
Eintracht Frankfurt and
Mostafa Mohamed of
Nantes are other Egyp-
tians who have been
scoring regularly in ma-
_]01' l:umpean leagues

. Djibouti
who face Egyp( in Cairo

Year award next month,
and injured AC Milan
winger Samuel
Chukwueze against
Lesotho and Zimbabwe.
But Portuguese coach
Jose Peseiro has many
talented replacements to
choose from, including
Victor Boniface of Bayer
Leverkusen and Taiwo
Awoniyi of Nottingham
Forest. There are con-
cerns, however, about
the Super Eagles' de-
fence with Cyprus-based
goalkeeper  Francis
Uzoho coming under fire
for his performances in
two recent friendly
matches.

zania in Group E, which
also includes resurgent
Zambia, Congo
Brazzaville and Niger,
who are set to hire Mo-
roccan coach Badou
Zaki. The nine group
winners after 260 qualifi-
ers that stretch to Octo-
ber 2025 qualify for the
record 48 nation finals in
the United State:
Canada and Mexico.
There could be a 10th
African qualifier as the
best four runners-up en-
ter a mini-tournament
and the winners advance
to inter-continental play-
offs with two finals
places up for grabs

tional teams and have
twice suffered eight-goal
hidings in World Cup
qualifiers. Sierra Leone
will be handicapped at
having to stage a home
fixture against Egypt on
Sunday in Liberia be-

INOWSHERA, Afghan refugees are registering at UNHCR's refugee camp and

repatriation center.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in a group photo with delegation of Oxford|
Alumni at aiwan-e-sadr. INP

China opens new opportunities for Pa-
kistani value-added dairy products

ISLAMABAD (INP):
China had opened new
opportunities for Paki-
stani value-added dairy
products, China Eco-
nomic Net (CI:N) Te-
ported on Tuesday.

The General Admin-
istration of Customs of
China (GACC) has is-
sued a bulletin regarding
the inspection and quar-
antine requirements for
imported Pakistani dairy
products.

The bulletin states
that Pakistani dairy prod-
ucts that meet the nec-
essary requirements are
now permitted to be im-
ported to China as of
November 6.

China has established a
laboratory in Lahore to
develop buffalo em-
bryos of elite animals.

Besides Buffalo Em-
bryos Laboratory
Project, Royal Group
also plans for deep pro-
cessing of buffalo milk
(milk powder, cheese,
freshmilk, etc.).

It will not only in-
crease the added value
of milk products in Paki-
stan but also create thou-
sands of jobs for the lo-
cals, according to
sources with the com-
pany. According to
GACC’s announcement,

As agriculture and
poverty alleviation re-
‘main amongthe targeted
sectors during the
phase-II of China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor,
the access of dairy and
‘meat products to China
represents a significant
stride towards promot-
ing economic develop-
ment and creating more
job opportunities in Pa-
kistan.

China and Pakistan
have been collaborating
in developing dairy in-
dustry for many years,
specifically in the pro-
duction of high milk-
yielding cows. In 2022, The package of milk
the Royal Group of products allowed to be

PRCS provided assistance to 2.7 min flood
affectees: Shahid Laghari

ISLAMABAD hlmdunnéhls meetmg

exported to China refers
to food items that come
from Pakistan and are
made from cow's or
camel's milk.

These products in-
clude milk powder, whey
powder, whey protein
powder, colostrum pow-
der, sterilized milk, fer-
mented milk, cheese and
processed cheese, thin
cream, butter, and anhy-
drous cream, among oth-
ers. Pakistan and China
issued a joint press
statement on October 20.
The two sides noted the
signing of protocols for
theexport of heated beef
and dried chili from Paki-
stan to China.

of the society’s pro- PRCS during natural

(INP): Chairman Pa- with the A d its initiatives and emer-
kistan Red Crescent ofTurkish Republicof to the Ambassadorre- gencies, specifically
Society  (PRCS) Northern Cyprus, garding rescue, relief, acknowledging their
Sardar Shahid Ahmed Dilsad Senol who rehabilitation, and re- recent humanitarian
Laghari has said that called onhimonTues- construction 1ollowmg assistance to flood-af-
the society benefitted day. the recent floods in fected famil

over 2.7 million flood Sardar Shahid Pakistan. sured cooperation
affected people Laghari further stated He extended an withthe Red Crescent
through the provision the PRCS hasbenefit- invitation to Ambassa- to ensure uninter-

ted flood affected
families through its
activeassistance in 55
districts. The chairman
PRCS provided acom-
prehensive overview

dor Dilsad Senol to
visit the PRCS Na-
tional Headquarters.

of tents, food, non-
food items, shelter,
cash assistance, and
essential household
items.

This was stated by

rupted service to hu-
manity. Chairman
Shahid Laghari pre-
The ambassador sented a commemora-
praised lhe excep- tive shield from PRCS
tional of to the ambassador.

ISLAMABAD: Newly elected office bearers of students council of Model College F-6/2 pose for group
photo with chief guest Additional Secretary Education Syed Junaid Iklaq and Principal Prof Aliya
Durrani in oath taking ceremony held on Tuesday.

Symposium on BRI Bio-health Agriculture
held in Northwest China

BEUING (INP): The 4th  Bahauddin Zakariya
International Sympo- University, ctc.
sium on the Belt and rofessor
Road Bio-health Agricul-  Muhammad Ashraf, Fel-
ture and China-SCO Na-  low of the Pakistan Acad-
tional Bio-Health Agri- emy of Science of Engi-
culture Overseas Sci- neering (CAE) and Fel-
ence and Technology low of the World Acad-
Demonstration Park emy of Sciences
Construction Forum was  (TWAS), served as the
held at Northwest A&F  conference consultant.
University (NWAFU), Two other famous Paki-
China and online from stanischolars, Professor
Nov. 12 to Nov. 16. Shafiq UrRehman, Presi-
Co-organizers in- dent of Haripur Univer-

production of bio-health
agricultural products
and agricultural environ-
ment management.

More than 200 do-
mestic and foreign rep-
resentatives from Paki-
stan, Czech Republic,
Egypt, Iran, Turkey,
Bangladesh,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Sri Lanka, Ethiopia and
other countries, as well
as the Institute of Dry
Land Agriculture of

and high-quality agricul-
tural production involy-
mg the sustainability of
soil, plant, animal, human
and ecosystem health,
reducing or excluding
external agricultural i
puts, especially pesti-
cides and synthetic fer-
tilizers or other hazard-
ous/toxic chemicals.
During the five-day pe-
riod, a sub-forum on
healthy aquaculture and
waste resource utiliza-

clude the Silkroad sity,and Professor Fateh Gansu Academy of Ag- tion wilalso be held, and
(Yangling) Biohcalth Marri, Presi- Paki- an academic report on
Agricultural Industry dent of Sindh Agricul- stan Branch of China the application of mod-
Alliance (SBHAIA), The  tural University, also ad-  Machinery Industry En- ern biotechnology will

Sino-Pak Research Cen-
ter for Agro-Biological
Resources, The Sino-
Pak Agricuitural Coop-
cration and Exchange
Center, Pakistan Branch

dressed the conference,
China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on Tues-
day. At the symposium,
atotal of 18 keynote re-
ports will be delivered on

gineering Group Co.,
Ltd, Sichuan Litong
Food Co.,Ltd ( Puji Hold-
ings Group) and other
more than 20 units at-
tended the forum.

be released. Participants
are going to visit the
Xi'an ground breeding
base of the Shaanxi Pro-
vincial Aerospace Breed-
ing Engineering Tech-

of China Machinery In- different field including  “Biohealth Agricul- nology Research Center,
dustry  Engineering comprehensive utiliza- ture” (BHA) was put for- local biological health
Group Co.,Ltd, Sichuan  tion of agricultural, for- ward by Professor Zhang ~ vegetable bases, and the

Litong Food Co.,Lid (
Puji Holdings Group),
The University of
Haripur, The University
of Lahore, Sindh Agri-
culture  University,

estry and aquatic
wastes, healthy animal
breeding and environ-
mental  protection,
healthy grassland and
ecological restoration,

Lixin, NWAFU in 2017 at
the first International
Symposium on the Belt
and Road Bio-health. It
refers to the use of bio-
logical means for safe

Yangling Demonstration
Zone Agricultural Sci-
ence and Technology In-
dustrial Park, and hold
exchange meetings with
local enterprises.
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Pakistan, IMF talks continue, UAE assures
external financing investment

ISLAMABAD (INP): Policy-
level talks between Pakistan
and the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) review mission
continued on Tuesday, with a
focus on reforms in govern-
ment institutions, privatization,
revenue, expenditure, dollar
inflows, institutional reforms,
non-subsidy in the energy sec-
tor during the debt program,
measures to reduce the bud-
get deficit, power sector and
petroleum sector.

According to media re-
ports, the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) has assured Paki-
stan of external financing and
investment, according to
sources who attended an im-
portant meeting between the
IMF Review Mission and the
Ambassador of UAE to Paki-
stan. The meeting discussed
the assurances to be given by
friendly countries on external
financing by Pakistan.

The IMF has not de-
manded any new taxes from

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal M

Pakistan, but has demanded
that the country achieve its tax
target for the current fiscal
year. Pakistan is hopeful of a
successful completion of the
first review of the IMF's loan
program.

According to sources in
the Ministry of Finance, Paki-
stan has provided the IMF with
awritten plan forachieving the
tax target of Rs 9415 billion.
The plan also includes mea-
sures to eliminate tax evasion
from the real estate sector.

The Pakistani team, led by
caretaker Finance Minister
Shamshad Akhtar, also briefed
the IMF on reforms in govern-
mentinstitutions, the progress
of the privatization program,
and the National Clean Air
Policy, National Climate Fi-
nance Strategy, exchange
rates, Sukuk bonds for new
debt, T-bills, and issuance of
investment bonds.

The talks between Paki-
stan and the IMF are likely to

continue till November 15. If
successful, Pakistan will get
the next installment of about
$71 million from the IMF's loan
program. Final approval in the
case ofa staff-level agreement
will be given by the IMF's Ex-
ecutive Board.

The UAE has not dis-
closed the specific amount of
external financing and invest-
ment that it has assured Paki-
stan, but the support is likely to
be slgmﬁcant The UAE has a
close relationship with Pakistan
and has been a major investor
in the country in recent years.

The UAE's support 1s sig-
nificant for Pakistan as it
comes at a time when the
country is facing economic
challenges. The IMF's loan
programis crucial for Pakistan
to meet its external financing
needs and to stabilize its
economy. The UAE's support
will also help to boost investor
confidence in Pakistan and at-
tract more foreign investment.

ister Food and Security & Research meeting with the

Uzbekistan Deputy Prime Minister on Tradeand InvestmentJamshaid Khodjaev.

ANTF seizes 960kg narcotics worth US$27.064m,
arrests 32 in countrywide operations

RAWALPINDI (INP): The
Anti Narcotics Force (ANF)
Pakistan seized 960.981 kilo-
gram drugs & 102 liters Hy-
drochloric Acid Chemical
(HCL) worth US$ 27.064 mil-
lion, arrested 32 accused in-
cluding two women & a for-
eigner (Japanese National),
impounded 14 vehicles while
conducting 33 counter narcot-
ics operations throughout the
country.

The seized drugs com-
prised 266.2 kg opium, 121.137
kgHeroin, 470.408 kg hashish,
7.576 kg Methamphetamine
(Ice), 660 grams Ecstasy Tab-
lets (1000 x Tabs) and 95 kg
Morphine.

The ANF Balochistan re-
covered 435 kg drugs & 102
liters Hydrochloric Acid
Chemical (HCL) in six opera-
tions while arrested two ac-
cused persons in drug smug-

gling and impounded three ve-
hicles. The seized drugs com-
prised 127 kg Opium, 108 kg
Heroin, 105 kg Hashish and 95
kgMorphine.

The ANF Punjab recov-
ered 265.713 kg drugs in eight
operations while arrested nine
accused persons in drug smug-
gling and impounded 4 ve-
hicles. The seized drugs com-
prised 31.200 kg Opium, 7.950
kg Heroin, 225.563 kg Hash-
ishand | kg Methamphetamine
(Ice). The ANF Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) recovered
18.305 kg drugs in eight opera-
tions while arrested eight ac-
cused including a woman in
drug smuggling and impounded
three vehicles. The seized
drugs comprised 3.500 kg
Heroin, 13.645 kg Hashish,
500 grams Methamphetamine
(Ice) and 660 grams Ecstasy
Tablets (1000 x Tabs).

The ANF Sindh recovered
10.860 kg drugs in three op-
erations while arrested three
accused persons including 1
foreigner (Japanese National)
in drug smuggling. The seized
drugs comprised 6.600
Hashish and 4.260 Metham-
phetamine (Ice).

The ANF North recovered
231.103 kg drugs in eight op-
erations while arrested 10 ac-
cused including a woman ar-
rested in drug smuggling and
impounded four vehicles. The
seized drugs comprised 108 kg
Opium, 1.687 kg Heroin,
119.600 kg Hashish, 1.816 kg
Methamphetamine (Ice) and 1
X Pistol.

All cases have been reg-
istered at respective ANF Po-
lice Stations under CNS Act
1997 (Amended 2022) and fur-
ther investigations are under
process.

PMD predicts dry weather in most, cold
weather in upper parts of country

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has predicted dry
weatherin most parts and cold
weather in upper parts of the
country.

“Mamly dry weather is
expected in most parts of the
country, while cold in upper
parts,” it said.

According to PMD, fog
was likely to occur at a few
places in plain areas of Punjab,
upper Sindh and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa during morning
hours.

Temperature of major cit-
ies recorded on Tuesday morn-
ing were:

Islamabad eleven degree
centigrade, Lahore fifteen,
Karachi twenty, Peshawar
twelve, Quetta five, Gilgit two,
Murree eight and
Muzafarabad ten degree cen-
tigrade.

According to weather
forecast for Indian Illegally

Occupied Jammu and Kashmir,
cold and dry weather was ex-
pected in Srinagar, Pulwama,
Shopian, Anantnag, Baramula,
Jammu, while very cold and
dry weather in Leh.

Temperature recorded in
1IOJK on Tuesday morning:

Srinagar and Shopian five
degree centigrade, Jammu fif-
teen, Leh minus four,
Pulwama, Anantnag and
Baramula four degree centi-
grade.

IQUETTA: EX Senator Haji Lashkari Resani addressing on Tagadus Al Qudus
conference.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for National Heritage and Culture Syed Jamal Shah called on
|carctaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq K:

King’s Day: Belglum Embassy announces

ISLAMABAD (INP): To mark the
King’s Day in befitting manner,
the Embassy of Belgium in Paki-
stan has declared the grand open-
ing of Belgian Weck in Pakistan,
kicking off with the celebration of
the day on November 15,
It should be mentioned here
that the Belgians give special im-
gonancc to the King’s Day, sym-
olizing unity and reinforcing na-
tionalpride, celebrating the endur-
ing monarchy that has been inte-
gralto the nation’s history. In Bel-
gium, the monarchy is constitu-
tional, with the monarch serving
as a symbol of continuity said a
news release of the embassy.
Nevertheless, each of the
seven kings since the country’s
independence in 1830 has man-
aged to establish a strong per-
sonal relationship with the Bel-

various events

gians. This tradition continues in
2023, as King Philippe celebrates
the 10th anniversary of his oath-
taking.

The King’s Day celebration
in Islamabad will be marked by a
reception at the Residence of Bel-
gium, also commemorating 75
vears of strong and enduring dip-
lomatic ties between Belgium and
Pakistan.

This event sets the stage for
Belgian Week 2023, featuring cul-
tural, culinary, and diplomatic
events.

While sharing the program,
the embassy announced a recital
of French songs by Belgian artist
Stan Pollet at the Belgian Resi-
dence on November 17, in part-
nership with Pakistani musicians
Wajih Nizami and Irfan

From November 18 to 20, a

Belgian Culinary Festival will take
place in partnership with Ter
Groene Poorte of Bruges, followed
by Stan Pollet’s recital at Alhamra
Concert House, Lahore, on No-
vember 22, in collaboration with
Alliance Frangaise de Lahore. On
November24, the Theater Wallay
group will perform Maurice
Maeterlinck’s theatre play in Urdu
at the Pakistan National Center of
Arts, Islamabad. Additionally, on
December 9, a picture exhibition
by photographers Wendy
Marijnissen and Malika Abbas
will open at the VM Gallery in
Karachi.

The Belgian Week 2023
aimed to highlight the enduring
friendship between Belgium and
Pakistan through events symbol-
izing bilateral partnerships and
cultural exchange.

Sindh, Punjab to become New York’

sister states in 2024

Karachi (INP): Deputy Speaker of
New York State Philip Ramos
along with the APPAC delegation
on Tuesday called on Caretaker
Sindh Chief Minister Justice (retd)
Magbool Baqar, and discussed
the prospects for declaring Sindh
and New York as sister provinces.

g was attended by
Pro ster for Health Dr
Saad Niaz, Chief Secretary Dr
Fakhr-e-Alam, Secretary Health Dr
Mansoor Rajput and Mayor
Karachi Murtaza Wahab. The
American Pakistani Public Affairs

kg | Committee (APPAC) delegation

includes Chairman Drljaz Ahmad,
President Imtiaz Rahi, Vice Presi-
dent Dr Tariq Ibrahim, General
Secretary Nacem Choudhry and
others.

‘The chiefminister welcomed

the Deputy Speaker of New York
State, saying that declaring New
York and Sindh as sister provinces
would enablethe exchange of del-
egations, and cooperation be-
tween professionals such as doc-
tors, and engineers. Philp Ramos
said that the APPAC was consid-
ering to establish a “scholarship
programme’ for Pakistani students
to study in educational institu-
tions of the United States, includ-
ing New York.

The deputy speaker ex-
pressed his intention to table the
sister states resolution in the New
York State Assembly in January
2024. Healso interacted with lead-
ing traders of the city at the
Karachi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and the Federation

and Industry.

Drljaz, DrImtiaz and Dr Tariq
ofthe APPAC said that they would
also explore ways and means to
train Pakistani doctors, nurses and
other technicians in America so
that Pakistan, particularly the
Sindh province progress in the
sectors. The chief minister di-
rected the chief secretary to do
necessary paperwork for declar-
ing the New York state and Sindh
as sister provinces.

Addressing the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (LCCI), Ramos promised to
open the doors of New York for
Pakistanis. He said, by joining
hands, the small and medium in-
dustries can provide products di-
rectly to the trades of the empire

of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mmls!crnfCommcrccl)r. Gohar Ejaz co-chairing the trilateral trade meet-
ing along with afghanistan Trade Minister Nooruddin Aziz.

Israeli military claims hostages were
held in Gaza hospital

JERUSALEM (INP): The Is-
raeli military shared video and
photographs showing what it
said were weapons stored by
Hamas in the basement of a
children's hospital in Gaza
where it also said hostages
appear to have been held.

Military spokesperson
Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari
said troops had found a com-
mand centre with an armoury
of weapons including gre-
nades, suicide vests and other
explosives stored by Hamas
fighters in the basement of
Rantissi Hospital, a paediatric
hospital with a specialty in treat-
ing cancer patients.

"And we also found signs
that indicate that Hamas held
hostages here," he told a tele-
vised briefing. "This is currently
under our investigation. But we
also have intelligence that veri-
fies it." He showed footage of
what appeared to be rudimen-

tary livingquarters, includinga
small kitchen, as well as a
nearby tunnel shaft which he
said led to the house of a se-
nior Hamas naval commander.

"Hamas took all this area
underits control and conducted
its war agam%l Israells from
this hospital," he sai

T addit on, (r()\\pb founda
motorcycle with gunshot marks
which he said appeared to have
been used to bring hostages to
Gaza after the surprise attack
on Oct. 7 when Hamas gun-
‘men stormed into southern Is-
rael, killing some 1,200 people
and seizing around 240 cap-
tives, according to Isracli au-
thorities. In retaliation, Israel
has launched an intense bom-
bardment of the Gaza Strip and
followed up with a ground op-
eration that has seen troops
push deep into the enclave.
More than 11,000 people have
been killed in Gaza, according

to Palestinian health officials.

On Monday, Israeli tanks
were positioned outside the
gates of Al Shifa hospital, the
main hospital in Gaza where
hundreds of patients were still
waiting to be evacuated.

As the invasion has pro-
ceeded, Israel ha cused
Hamas of using hospitals and
other civilian infrastructure to
hide command centres and
weapons positions and of us-
ing civilians and hospital pa-
tients as human shields.

Hamas and hospital au-
thorities in Gaza have denied
that health facilities have been
used in this way. There was
no immediate comment from
Hamas on the latest Israeli
statements. The United Na-
tions has called for a halt to
attacks on healthcare in Gaza.
Israel says it is allowing the
evacuation of patients and ci-
vilians.




