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Religious scholars in a meeting with COAS, General Syed Asim Munir

Islamic Scholars Condemn Extremism,
Terrorism in Meeting with COAS

Dawood Ahmed:
ISLAMABAD: Leading Is-

lamic Scholars (Ulema o
Mashaikh) of all schools of
thought interacted with General
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), Chief
of Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ on
Friday, the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said.

Ulema and Mashaikh unani-
mously condemned extremism,
terrorism, and sectarianism and
pledged their continued support
for the untiring efforts of State and
security forces to bring tolerance,
peace, and stability to the coun-
try.

They underscored that Islam
is a religion of peace and harmony
and any skewed and distorted in-
terpretations of religion by certain
entities are for their vested inter-
ests only and have nothing to do
with Islamic teachings.

Religious Scholars
Urged To Reject Mis-
leading Propaganda
COAS while

lauding‘Paigham-e-Pakistan’
Fatwa by religious scholars to
nullify misleading propaganda
disseminated by extremists and
terrorists called upon Ulema o
Mashaikh for its propagation and
implementation in letter and spirit
and shun internal schisms.

COAS signified the role of
Ulema in harnessing youth to-
wards understanding of Quran
and Sunnah and character build-

ing alongside other academic
knowledge and technical skills.

No Place For Intol-
erance, Extreme
Behavior: COAS

COAS said that there is no
space for intolerance and extreme
behavior by any entity against
anyone, particularly against mi-
norities and vulnerable segments
of society. The forum unani-
mously supported the
Government’s measures to harden
the State including repatriation of
illegal foreigners, implementation
of the One Document Regime,
anti-smuggling and hoarding
measures, and anti-power theft
drive.  It also fully acknowledged
Pakistan’s position and concerns
on terrorism emanating from Af-

ghan soil and urged serious ac-
tions by Afghanistan to address
Pakistan’s concerns.

The Forum Con-
demns Atrocities

Against The Voice-
less Palestinians
The forum also expressed

anguish on the ongoing conflict
in Gaza and atrocities being com-
mitted against the hapless people
of Gaza and termed them as crimes
against humanity.

“Pakistan belongs to all Pa-
kistanis without any religious,
provincial, tribal, linguistic, eth-
nic, sectarian or any other distinc-
tion. Use of force and armed ac-
tion by any militia, entity or group
other than State is unacceptable”,
COAS concluded.

Islamic Scholars Condemn in Meeting with COAS

BNP Mengal Stages Protest Against Gas Load Shedding
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
National Party (Mengal) orches-
trated a compelling protest
against the persistent and unan-
nounced gas load shedding
plaguing Quetta and various re-
gions of the province.

 The demonstration unfolded
on Friday as fervent supporters
of the BNP flooded outside the
office of the

Sui Southern Gas Company
(SSGC) to voice their frustration
and demand immediate rectifica-
tion of the energy crisis.

Protesters Wielded
Placards And Banners

Mir Ghulam Nabi Marri led
the flags-waving supporters of
the BNP Mengal.

Amidst the protest, impas-
sioned participants wielded plac-
ards and

banners adorned with poi-
gnant slogans, specifically target-

ing the Sui Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) as the focal point of
their grievances.

The atmosphere was charged

with a palpable sense of urgency,
as the crowd collectively de-
nounced the prolonged and arbi-
trary nature of the gas shortages.

SSGC Urged To
Address The Issue

The protest not only served
as a manifestation of public dis-
pleasure but also as a poignant
call to action, urging authorities
to address the issue promptly.

 The BNP’s stance against the
gas load shedding reverberated
through the streets, amplifying
the voices of those affected by
the energy crisis.

As the demonstration un-
folded, it underscored the depth
of concern within the community
regarding the adverse impact of
unannounced gas shortages.

 The protest, with its sym-
bolic banners and impassioned
participants, stands as a poignant
reminder of the pressing need for
effective measures to alleviate the
ongoing energy challenges faced
by the residents of Quetta and be-
yond.

BNP Mengal staging a protest demonstration against gas load shedding.

Terrorist Sanctuaries
In Afghanistan A

Permanent Threat To
Pakistan: Minister

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Balochistan Care-

taker Information Minister, Jan
Achakzai said the terrorist sanc-
tuaries in neighboring Afghani-
stan were posing a serious threat
to peace in Pakistan.

 He expressed these views
while addressing a press confer-
ence at the Quetta Press Club on
Friday.

“Afghan Taliban have been
repeatedly asked about this ter-
ror threat”,  he said.

The minister reiterated that
Pakistan stands for peace in the
region and strives for the respect-
able repatriation of all illegal im-
migrants.

Terrorists Planning
To Target Chaman
Sit-In: Achakzai
About the ongoing Chaman

sit-in, the   Minister revealed that
terrorists near Zhob were planning
to carry  out a terrorist attack and
target the participants of the sit-
in.

This was an attempt on the
part of the terrorists to turn masses
against the state of  Pakistan, he
mentioned.

Jan Achakzai said the gov-
ernment has decided in principle
to repatriate all illegal immigrants.

 He said a crackdown would
also be launched against the reg-
istered refugees after January
2024.

Caretaker govt challenges SC ver-
dict on military trials of civilians

ISLAMABAD: The caretaker
federal government filed an appeal
in the Supreme Court on Friday
against the decision of a five-
member bench that had declared
the trials of civilians under the
Pakistan Army Act 1952 as uncon-
stitutional.

Former chief justice Jawwad
S. Khawaja, one of those who suc-
cessfully petitioned the Supreme
Court against the military trials of
civilians, the provinces of
Balochistan, Sindh, Khyber
Pakh tunkhwa and Punjab,
through their respective chief sec-
retaries; and the government,
through the secretary of the de-
fence ministry, were named re-
spondents in the case.

In the widely praised Oct 23
ruling, the bench, comprising Jus-
tices Ijazul Ahsan, Munib Akhtar,
Yahya Afridi, Syed Mazahar Ali
Akbar Naqvi and Ayesha Malik
had declared that trying civilians
in military courts for their alleged
role in attacks on army installa-
tions during the riots that fol-
lowed PTI chairman Imran Khan’s
arrest were ultra vires the Consti-
tution. The bench had also
emphasised that the cases of the
suspects involved in the vandal-
ism would proceed before crimi-
nal courts.

The federal government’s
appeal comes on the heels of a
similar plea filed by the Sindh gov-
ernment. The fresh appeal has not
yet been accepted for hearing.

The appeal filed by the Cen-
tre, a copy of which is available
with Dawn.com, that the incidents
of May 9 involved “targeted at-
tacks” on military installations
and establishments in  an
“organised and coordinated man-
ner”, adding that they were “nei-
ther localised nor isolated”.

The plea said that several
first information reports (FIRs)
were registered in the aftermath.
It noted that several of the FIRs
did not mention provisions of the
Army Act but argued that the SC
had previously held that the con-
tents and not a particular statu-
tory provision determined the na-
ture of offences.

It said that the Supreme Court
Practice and Procedure Act was
declared ultra vires the Constitu-
tion and had taken effect since
April 21. “In view of the Act hav-
ing attained constitutional valid-

ity, it is submitted with reverence
that the constitution of the bench
[…] is in contravention to the pro-
cedure prescribed under Section
2 and 3 of this Act,” it said.

“Therefore, the judgement is
liable to be set aside for having
been rendered coram non judice
[without jurisdiction] and thus a
nullity in the eye of law,”

the appeal said. It further said
that the petitions were not main-
tainable before the top court in its
original jurisidcition under Article
184(3).

It said that the challenges
raised in the petitions could have
been adjudicated by the high
courts in their original constitu-
tional jurisdiction under Article
199. The appeal argued that the
petitions fell outside the purview
of “the contours that this court
had determined for the exercise of
its original jurisdiction”.

The appeal said that the trial
of accused persons, whether mili-
tary personnel or otherwise, could
not be challenged for being in vio-
lation of any of the fundamental
rights enshrined in Articles 9, 10-
A and 25.

It said that offences under
Section 2(1)(d)(ii) included those
offences under the Official Secrets
Act which “related to works of de-
fence or naval, military or air force
affairs, which may be prejudicial
safety, interest, defence, sover-
eignty, and sanctity of Pakistan
[…]”.

“It is clear from the nature of
these offences that despite being
committed by person who are not
members of the armed forces, they
are closely related to the proper
discharge of duties of such mem-
bers,” the appeal said.

It contended that Sections
2(1)(d) and 59(4) of the Army Act
were “constitutionally insulated
from a challenge on the touch-
stone of fundamental rights and
the impugned order/judgement,
to the extent that it has failed to
appreciate this, has erred in law.
Therefore, on this count, the im-
pugned order/judgement is liable
to be set aside,” it said.

The appeal said that the
judgement, to the extent of find-
ing the provisions of the Army Act
unconstitutional on account of
Article 175(3) and the requirement
therein of separation of judiciary
from the executive. NEWS DESK

Quetta: Accused Sentenced
to Life Imprisonment and 5
Lakh Fine in Murder Case

Syed Kaleem Shah:
QUETTA: In a significant le-

gal development, Additional Ses-
sions Judge Sariab-1, Mr.
Aurangzeb Ghamman, has pro-
nounced a life sentence and im-
posed a fine of 5 lakh rupees on
Abdul Samad for the murder of
Abdul Qayyum, also known as
Muhammad Naeem.

The incident occurred during
a heated altercation within the ju-
risdiction of Shaheed Manzoor
Tareen police station, resulting in
the tragic death of Abdul Qayyum
and injuries to  his son,
Muhammad Usman.

Verdict Delivered
After Completion

Of Arguments
The verdict was delivered af-

ter the completion of arguments
from both sides during the last
court hearing.

Following the conclusion of
the proceedings, Judge Sariab re-
served the decision, which has
now been unveiled, sealing the
fate of the accused.

Abdul Samad, found guilty
of stabbing Abdul Qayyum with
a sharp instrument, will face life
behind bars, coupled with a sub-
stantial fine. The accused has

been ordered to pay 5 lakh rupees,
and in the event of non-compli-
ance, an additional 6 months of
imprisonment will be enforced.

Prosecutor Behram
Lashari Repre-

sented Govt
Prosecutor Bahram Lashari,

representing the government,
skillfully presented the case, lead-
ing to the successful conviction
of the accused. The sentencing
marks a pivotal moment in the
pursuit of justice for the victim’s
family and serves as a stern warn-
ing against acts of violence within
the community.

The accused, Abdul Samad,
has been promptly sent to jail fol-
lowing the sentencing. This ver-
dict not only brings closure to a
tragic chapter but also sends a
clear message about the legal
consequences of such actions in
society.

No way out of IMF loans anytime soon, says Finance Minister Shamshad
ISLAMABAD: The govern-

ment has deferred its plans to is-
sue a $1.5 billion international
bond, Caretaker Finance Minister
Shamshad Akhtar said on Thurs-
day, stressing that the country will
have to go for more IMF loan
programmes for some time as the
economy remains fragile.

Her remarks came a day after
the government reached a staff-
level agreement with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund on a nine-
month bailout package. During a
press briefing, Dr Akhtar outlined

key aspects of the IMF agree-
ment, affirming the government’s
commitment to regular tariff ad-
justments, including a planned gas
price hike in January to prevent
the accumulation of circular debt
in both the gas and power sec-
tors. The electricity and gas rates
would be “continuously revised”
and their costs controlled besides
transferring their management to
the private sector as soon as pos-
sible and institutionalising ongo-
ing campaign against power and
gas theft, she said.

She said Pakistan would also
need to adhere to the market-de-
termined exchange rate com-
pletely, remain responsive
through adequate monetary
policy adjustment, particularly to
core inflation, and bring four more
state-owned enterprises in line
with the financing and gover-
nance template of the newly ap-
proved SOE law. These four state
firms include the National High-
way Authority (NHA), the Paki-
stan National Shipp-ing Corpora-
tion (PNSC), the Pakistan Broad-

casting Corporation (PBC), and
the Pakistan Post. Dr Akhtar also
tried to allay concerns regarding
the external financing gap, ex-
pressed confidence over the
achievement of the tax collection
target and said the government
would remain committed to fiscal
consolidation for macroeconomic
stability and balanced growth.
She said that unlike in the past,
no prior action was required by
the IMF management this time
before approving the staff-level
agreement.NEWS DESK
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Celebrating 100
By Zubeida Mustafa:

Implementing fiscal strategy
By Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

THE federal govern-
ment has rectified what
successive govern-
ments in Pakistan had
overlooked for many
years: announcing a
National Climate Fi-
nance Strategy to help
mainstream climate
change in national
policymaking pro-
cesses.

The NCFS has
raised the bar of
Pakistan’s ambition and
committed to reorient
the portfolios of key
national institutions for
climate finance, enable
innovative instruments,
secure carbon credits
and accreditation with
global climate funds.

Building resilience
to climate disasters for
reducing economic
costs for the economy
is one of four objec-
tives of the ongoing $3
billion Stand-by Ar-
rangement with the
IMF. The NCFS is ex-
pected to create some
badly needed fiscal
space while
bu--i---lding resilience.

The World Bank
and IMF had earlier in-
dicated that develop-
ment and climate fi-
nancing may not flow
to Pakistan in future
un--l-e--ss national in-
vestments were aligned
with Climate-Public In-
vestment Management
Assess-ment.

 The C-PIMA is
derived from the
IMF’s time-tested
PMIA used as a yard-
stick or conditionality
for disbursements. This
will hopefully help the
government identify
potential improvements
in public investment in-
stitutions and pro-
cesses to build a low-
carbon and climate-re-
silient economy.

Pakistan has just
committed to IMF that
C-PMIA will be pre-
sented to the cabinet for
approval and that

Pakistan’s future in-
vestments will be cli-
mate resilient. The pro-
cess will begin with
three key institutions:
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council
(SIFC), Public Sector
Development Plans
(PSDP), and Public Pri-
vate Partnership Au-
thority (3PA),  all
housed and managed by
the Planning Commis-
sion. CPEC was not
mentioned in the blue-
print.

The C-PMIA will
be accomplished
through a newly minted
Sustainable Finance
Bureau, again at the
Planning Commission,
to ‘revolutionise’ cli-
mate finance. It is ex-
pected that the SFB will
reorient 20 per cent of
the new PSDP schemes
during FY 2023-24,
amounting to Rs925bn.

These proj-e-cts
will qualify Pakistan, it
is hoped,  for
concessional finances
and help it meet targets
set in the National Ad-
aptation Plan (NAP) and
the Nation-ally Deter-
mined Contributions
(NDCs). Both NAP and
NDCs reflect
Pakistan’s sovereign
commitm-ents, as part
of the Paris Agreement,
submitted to the secre-
tariat of the climate
change convention.

The government
plans to invest in resil-
ience though 4RF (Re-
silient Recovery, Reha-
bilitation, and Recon-
struction Framework
that was developed af-
ter the 2022 floods),
recently updated 4th
NFPP (National Flood
Protection Plan), and
by developing sectoral
priorities.

The blueprint of
NCFS has not furnished
details, but the sectoral
priorities will be derived
from the National
Clim-a--te Change
Policy and NAP.

These will pre-
sumably be developed
by the sectoral minis-
tries and departments.

In order to meet
the IMF conditionali-
ties, the policymakers
have packaged many
ongoing endeavours
and cobbled them to-
gether to meet the IMF
demands. If success-
ful, it will reflect the
‘ whole - of- gove r n-
ment’ approach that is
mentioned in several
national and provincial
policies but seldom
translated into action.
The progress on NCFS
will be reviewed early
next year under five
heads already given in
the C-PIMA: climate-
smart planning, inter-
ministerial coordina-
tion, appraisal and se-
lection of projects,
budgeting and portfo-
lio management, and
risk management.
While the government
has announced its com-
mitment, how will it
create synergy to en-
sure its timebound
implementation? The
fiscal strategy has
committed that all
projects will have new
templates for project
concept notes,  and
technical feasibility
studies across the plan-
ning documents to
completion certificates.

This will require
the Planning Commis-
sion to revise PC-I to
PC-V in order to en-
sure that public sector
projects also map cli-
mate risks and respond
to adaptation, mitiga-
tion, and their develop-
ment co-benefits, and
the finance ministry to
adopt mechanisms to
track all its climate-re-
lated expenditures.

This necessitates
brass-tracking on mul-
tiple fronts, particularly:
i) getting SFB off the
ground,  ii) notifying
templates for climate-
smart PSDP projects,

iii) initiating expendi-
ture tracking and, fi-
nally, iv) putting in
place an entire ecosys-
tem that includes car-
bon trading policy, car-
bon inventory and its
digitalisation, and the
required monitoring
and validation systems.

M e a n i n g f u l
progress on these will
serve as precursors for
the two urgent objec-
tives of the NCFS: ac-
cessing concessional
finances and leveraging
private sector invest-
ments. Pakistan’s fail-
ure to access interna-
tional climate finance at
scale is often attributed
to relatively limited
technical capacity of
the focal ministry. In-
stead of understanding
the deeper reasons,
many ministries and
provincial depart-
ments.

 have begun to set
up specialised units to
lure climate finance
rather than embedding
resilience in their
sectoral policies and
projects.

These lacunae in
governance are con-
fusing for everyone,
starting from
policymakers, multilat-
eral and bilateral devel-
opment partners and
their governments, to
private sector investors
and citizens.  The
NCFS will hopefully
bring some discipline to
this mayhem.

Underneath this
veneer of macro-level
commitments are deep
layers of needed struc-
tural and institutional
reforms. The IMF is a
new entrant in
Pakistan’s climate
change space and it is
still in the process of
defining its standards
and procedures.

By way of ex-
ample, its term ‘cli-
mate-aware infrastruc-
ture’ has not been de-
fined and adopted by

Pakistan,  let alone
implementing it on the
ground.  In the 2022
floods, except for
$12,969 million losses
incurred in agriculture,
the major amo-unt of
$30bn losses were
infrastructural dam-
ages in housing, educa-
tion,  health,  roads,
transmission lines, and
so on. Has Pakistan re-
vised its construction
standards to reduce cli-
mate risks and costs?

The IMF can take
comfort in setting the
direction for Pakistan’s
long journey towards
resilience and tick the
right boxes to enable
the release of the sec-
ond tranche early next
year. Alternatively, the
interim government
can set a  realistic
roadmap that balances
reform-averse govern-
ment machinery, ur-
gency of climate ac-
tion, and the desperate
need to build upon the
Stand-by Arrangement.

Since the second
IMF review in 2024 will
cover five interrelated
domains (planning, co-
ordination,  projects,
budgeting and portfolio
management, and risk
management), it is im-
perative that finance
strategy implementation
is synchronised by
trespassing silos within
which the ministries
often operate.

The NCFS is de-
signed as an inter-min-
isterial and
multisectoral document
that would, out of ne-
cessity, require ‘whole-
of-government’ ap-
proach, and that is not
possible without exer-
cising convening
power.

After all, climate fi-
nance is a function of
climate governance and
climate diplomacy at
COP28. Both will need
to work in tandem and
to leverage one to
maximise the other.

Understanding suicide
By Zafar Mirza:

“No one commits sui-
cide because they want
to die”… “Because they
want to stop the pain”.
Tiffanie DeBartolo

WHILE late Asim
Jamil’s tragic suicide is
fresh in minds, it is im-
portant to talk about the
phenomenon by way of
demystifying and
destigmatising it.

I know three people
in my life who took their
own lives. One had been
visibly in a low mood for
some time before he
hanged himself. An-
other, an adolescent, had
a fight at home on some
sticky matter and in the
evening his body was
found on a nearby rail-
way track.

The third one was
burnt in his house; there
is speculation that the
arson was deliberate, as
he was living alone fol-
lowing a separation.
Now that I have sat
down to write on the
subject, the faces of all

three dear ones are com-
ing to my mind, two
cheerful, one sad. May
Allah bless them all.

Suicide, “the delib-
erate act of killing one-
self”, indeed can happen
as a premeditated act or
on an impulse. It can
happen due to a stress-
ful life situation or be-
cause of mental illness.

Sometimes people
kill themselves when
they reach a dead end in
a crisis situation, e.g.
Hitler, and sometimes it
runs in the family, for ex-
ample, the famous writer
Earnest Hemingway had
seven members over
four generations who
took their own lives.
There are also instances
of mass suicides. Sui-
cide, hence, is a diverse
phenomenon in terms of
its occurrence, reasons
and methods.

Mental disorders
and suicide are closely
related. Systematic re-
views inform that up to
70 to 80 per cent of sui-

cide deaths are attributed
to a mental or substance
use disorder. Relative
risk of suicide in people
with depressive disor-
ders is highest followed
by bipolar disorder and
schizophrenia.

Psychological au-
topsy studies have
shown that 40pc of sui-
cides in China, 35pc in
India, and 37pc in Sri
Lanka are linked with the
diagnosis of depression.
However, an important
study published from
Pakistan in 2008 by
Murad Moosa Khan et al
found even stronger as-
sociation between men-
tal disorders, especially
depression and suicide.

Of the 100 suicides
the team studied, 96 were
established as having
psychiatric disorder
through psychological
autopsy and 79 out of
these had depression as
a principal diagnosis.

The most common
methods of suicide were
hanging, followed by

poisoning. Firearms were
used in 15pc of these sui-
cides. And only three of
these 96 victims were
undergoing treatment,
one from a psychiatrist
and two from family phy-
sicians. These numbers
speak for themselves
and reflect the mental
health care situation in
the country.

Regardless of the
causation, the incidence
of suicide is increasing
the world over. Globally,
around 800,000 people
take their own lives ev-
ery year. Seventy-seven
per cent of these sui-
cides take place in low-
and middle-income coun-
tries. Globally, among
young people between
15 and 29 years, suicide
is now the fourth lead-
ing cause of death, ac-
cording to WHO. Of all
suicide deaths, 58pc oc-
cur between the ages of
15-49.

There is a generally
accepted rule of thumb
that for every suicide

there are 10 unsuccess-
ful suicidal attempts and
for every such attempt
there are 100 people who
harbour suicidal
thoughts.

According to the
estimate of Mental,
Neuro-logical and Sub-
stance Use Disorders,
Burden of Disease study
in Pakistan in 2019, there
are 9.77 suicides per
100,000 population,
which comes to around
20,000 suicides per year
in the country. Going by
the above, there would
be 200,000 attempts and
two million people with
ideas of suicide.

These are high num-
bers. In the WHO East-
ern Mediterranean Re-
gion, among 22 member
states, Pakistan has the
third highest rate of an-
nual suicides after
Djibouti and Somalia.

Lately, there have
been reports about high
rate of suicides from
northern areas, espe-
cially in Gilgit-Baltistan

and especially among
young women. Some re-
searchers have been
probing the causes but
until now there is no
conclusive inference.

More women are
educated than men in the
main cities and nearby
areas in GB, there are lim-
ited job opportunities
and there are strong lo-
cal traditions for not al-
lowing young people to
exercise their life
choices. These and oth-
ers may be the causes,
and it may be simply that
suicides are being re-
ported more in the me-
dia from these areas be-
cause similar causes are
not less prevalent in
many other areas of Pa-
kistan.

Until this point in
the article, I have
avoided using the word
‘commit’ with ‘suicide’
as ‘commit’ connotes a
crime or a sin. There is a
history of how suicide
has been considered a
crime in different coun-

tries. This was the case
in Britain until 1961. P

akistan continued
with it until Section 325
of the Pakistan Penal
Code, a law from 1860
and a colonial legacy,
was repealed in May
2022 by the Senate and
in October 2022 by the
National Assembly. It
was a result of a suc-
cessful national advo-
cacy and lobbying cam-
paign, ‘Mujrim Naheen
Mareez’ launched by
Taskeen Health Initia-
tive, a Karachi-based
not-for-profit working
on increasing mental
health awareness, pro-
viding free-of-cost men-
tal health support and
advocating for mental
health policy change in
Pakistan. Taskeen is also
an active part of Pakistan
Mental Health Coalition,
an alliance of more than
100 members and
organisations working
to promote mental health.

Under Section 325,
suicide was an offence.

A person attempting sui-
cide could be imprisoned
for up to one year and
could also be fined. The
state could take over the
assets of those that
committed suicide. This
would result in non-re-
porting, stigmatising and
lack of treatment. The law
has changed now and
needs to be fully imple-
mented.

Patients with mental
disorders, with previous
suicidal attempts and
suicidal ideation need
special attention. Suicide
prevention is critical and
complicated and profes-
sional help must be
sought at the right time.

Suicide is also a ta-
boo. Enlightened reli-
gious scholars espe-
cially need to play an
important role in
destigmatising suicide
as more than 90pc of
people taking their own
lives are actually suffer-
ing from mental ill-
nesses. They are pa-
tients, not sinners.

BIRTHDAYS are heart-
warming occasions for
the newborn’s family.
But when this child’s life
journey spans over 100
years, the day becomes
a landmark event, espe-
cially if this person has
rendered yeoman’s ser-
vice to society. That is
the case with Mrs
Zubeida Dossal who cel-
ebrated her 100th birth-
day on Oct 15.

As is customary in
Canada where Mrs
Dossal has lived with her
daugh ter Ismet since
2012, the ‘birthday girl’
received greeting cards
from five high-ranking
dignitaries, starting with
the governor general.

The governor gen-
eral fulsomely acknowl-
edged her contributions
to wherever she lived.
But the real testimony to
the countless lives she
has touched came in the
form of crowds of her
former students who
flocked to her home to
pay homage to their be-
loved teacher.

I feel privileged to
have known her, for she
was an inspiration given
her succinct knowledge
and versatile personal-
ity.

Whenever we have
met — in Karachi or in
Canada — her unassum-
ing demeanour and af-
fectionate behaviour
have overwhelmed me.
She is also a ‘fun person’
entertaining her friends
with her interesting con-
versation, her delightful
Scrabble parties and the

delicious eats she
served.

I have conversed
with her for hours on
education and the books
she has written for chil-
dren that reflect her love
for nature and the envi-
ronment.

Born in Bombay in
1923, she received her
school and college edu-
cation there and then
went on to teach in her
alma mater. It was in 1952
that she migrated to
Karachi to  marry her
childhood sweetheart,
Ali Hus-sein Dossal.

Since teaching has
been her pas--sion, she
remained in the profes-
sion, teaching at the
Marie Colaco and the
SMB Fatima Jinnah
schools to move on to
become the founder prin-
cipal of the Habib Girls’
School in 1964 where
she made her mark.

I was curious about
her professional secrets
that made Habib Girls’
School one of the top-
grade educational insti-
tutions in the city. That
is how I came to contact
Mrs Nargis Alavi, who
was also the principal of
the same school from
2005 to 2018. She de-
scribes Mrs Dossal as
her “mentor, guru and a
good friend”.

Mrs Alavi is herself
an excellent education-
ist. She tells  me that
Mohammad Ali Habib,
the scion of the Habib
family, sent a message to
Mrs Dossal inviting her
to help him establish a
school for girls.

 She turned down
the offer, saying she
would not like to work for
a seth’s school. Friends
persuaded her to at least
talk to Habib sahib.

 She finally accepted
his offer on the condi-
tion that the owners
would not interfere with
the academics while she
would stay off the fi-
nances.

The arrangement
worked. Thereafter, there
was no looking back. She
retired in 1987. Mrs
Dossal’s first priority
was the child, who re-
ceived a lot of encour-
agement from her.

That is why the sys-
tem of recruiting teach-
ers was so crucial to her.
More than their qualifi-
cations what mattered to
her were their values.
She interviewed each
teacher herself and
judged her aptitude and
temperament.

 The interview rather
than the CV determined
the fate of the teacher.
Once recruited, the
teachers adopted the
school’s values —
mainly, respect for all
members of the school,
whether a child or an
adult, a guard or a
teacher.

To ensure that this
rule was observed she
instituted a strong sup-
port system for the staff
so that they could work
well, without stress af-
fecting their perfor-
mance. Similarly, she en-
gaged regularly with the
parents to smooth the
way for the students.

The effect of pollution on the nutritional status of infants
Marwa Amin:

Pollution is a global
problem which is in-
creasing day by day. Pol-
lution not only

destroy our natural
environment but also our
human health. Its harm-
ful effects on respiratory
system is well docu-
mented not only on hu-
mans but also infants kill-
ing them prematurely.
According to WHO
About 92% of people are
living in the

world where the air
quality is unhealthy and
specially when infants
breathe in such polluted
air it badly effect their
respiratory system
which is  underdevel-
oped. However polluted
air accounts for 20% of

newborn deaths world-
wide, having complica-
tions of low birth weight
and preterm birth. Chil-
dren are more vulnerable
to pollution as compare
to adults as their bodies
are not fully develop and
their developing lungs
and brain are more prone
to air pollution, same is
the case with their im-
mune system which are
weaker than adults it
mostly increase the risk
of respiratory diseases
(pneumonia, asthma and
premature death) and
their ability to fight it. It
also affect the learning
and developmental po-
tential of a child for ex-
ample when a child get
sick it might miss their
school which further limit

their
learning process..

as per records in 2019,
476,000 infants died in
their first month of life
from health affects asso-
ciated with air pollution
exposure. The

u n co n t ro l l ab l e
death of infants associ-
ated with air pollution
are related mostly to
household air pollution
while rest are due to
PM2.5.

In sub-Saharan Af-
rican nearly 86%
(236,000) deaths of in-
fants is associated with
household air pollution
while in  south Asia
death trolls of infants
reaches to 50%(186,000)
attributable to house-
hold Air pollution.

As far as concern
with Pakistan so it record
a highest death troll of
infants in a year and
pneumonia is a leading
cause of it . Biomas fuel
( wood, crop residues,
animal dung) which is
mostly used in every
house of Pakistan lead-
ing to incomplete com-
bustion which cause a
serious health concern
specially  in infants
which are

developing. Con-
taminated water re-
sources also cause diar-
rhea in children.

Pollution can also
cause long term conse-
quences i.e. Malnutri-
tion, stunted growth and
impaired immune sys-
tem. We need to stop this

we have to grow our in-
fant in pollution free en-
vironment. Efforts must
be made to reduce pollu-
tion globally this will be
crucial not only for cur-
rent generations but also
for future generations.

Trees must be
planted as it clean the air.
While playing children
should be restricted to
their home. Seminars
should be arrange for
public awareness
against this evil. Indus-
trial waste should be dis-
posed off at safer side
which should not pollute
air quality and also wa-
ter. Small steps should be
taken to abolish pollu-
tion, only this we can
save our infants from
premature death.

Balochistan: revival of stoves as
gas supply declines

Editorial :
Quetta and other parts of Balochistan are under the grip of chilly weather for
last more than a week. As the gas supply disappears, some parts of Quetta
have seen a revival of traditional stoves. Back to woods and coal since citizens
are trying to protect themselves from the harsh weather in the valley. Citizens
had abandoned traditional stoves after the provision of gas supply to Quetta
in the early 1980s.

In minus zero temperature, people continue to brave the chilly weather
without the gas facility. The outskirts of Quetta including Sariab, Pashtoonabad,
Kharotabad, Nawan Killi, Marriabad have been facing either low or no gas
supply. Indeed, this compounds the problems of citizens in freezing tempera-
tures. Protests against low gas pressure and gas load shedding have become
almost the order of the day in and around Quetta. Chilly weather has prompted
the citizens to come on roads to vent their anger.

Besides Quetta, residents of Ziarat, Kalat, Mastung, Pishin, and other
areas have also been braving chilly weather without the gas facility. People
have opted for the revival of traditional stoves in the above-mentioned areas
since the authorities are unable to provide a proper gas supply. In the evening,
in most parts of the province gas supply declines that create problems espe-
cially for children and aged people.

Low gas pressure main reason behind deforestation in Ziarat, Kalat
Low or no gas pressure has resulted in deforestation in Ziarat and Kalat

that house the ancient juniper trees. Residents of the two famous tourist points
i.e. Ziarat and Kalat are forced to opt for cutting ancient juniper trees to brave
the chilly weather. Ziarat houses the world’s second-largest juniper forest. An
uninterrupted gas supply needs to be ensured to Ziarat and Kalat to protect
ancient juniper trees. The Sui Southern Gas Company’s (SSGC) prime focus is
on posh areas of Quetta to avoid any pressure and appears to be least both-
ered about the marginalized and poor neighborhoods. The SSGC officials also
claim that gas theft in Balochistan is in billions. Now the question arises, any
theft without the internal support of SSGC officials seems to be impossible.
The company needs to ensure transparency in its own circle as well.

Recently, the SSGC officials have disconnected fake connections and
traced gas theft in various parts of Quetta. This is a praiseworthy step. But,
there must be a crack-down across the board against the elements using the
facility without paying bills.
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Xi-Biden meeting drew up a blueprint for
sound China-USA ties: Spokesperson

1,890 more illegal Afghans left Paki-
stan in last 24 hours

BEIJING (INP): The Xi-
Biden meeting identified
the direction and drew
up a blueprint for the
sound, steady and sus-
tained development of
bilateral ties.

It was a positive,
comprehensive and con-
structive meeting of stra-
tegic and far-reaching
significance.?

The international
community has been
closely following the
summit meeting between
President Xi Jinping and
US President Joe Biden
in San Francisco.

Commenting on the
outcome of the meeting,
she said the two heads
of state had a candid and
in-depth exchange of
views.

They held further
discussions about the
right way for China and
the US to get along,
clearly  outlined the
shared responsibilities
of our two major coun-
tries, and came up with a
future-oriented “San
Francisco vision”.

President Xi elabo-
rated on China’s posi-
tion on stabilizing and
improving China-US re-
lations.

He pointed out that
both sides need to work
together to form a cor-
rect perception, effec-
tively manage differ-
ences, advance mutu-
ally-beneficial coopera-

tion, assume due re-
sponsibilities as major
countries, and promote
people-to-people and
cultural exchanges.

In this way, we will
be building five pillars
for the stable growth of
bilateral ties and embrac-
ing a new vision for our
relationship.

This major event in
international relations
today will no doubt go
down as a milestone in
China-US relations.

It was a fruitful meet-
ing with over 20 common
understandings in politi-
cal, diplomatic, cultural
and people-to-people
exchanges, global gover-
nance, military, security
and other fields.

These important
common understand-
ings and deliverables
further attest to the wide-
ranging common inter-
ests shared by China and
the US.

They also prove
that mutual benefit is the
defining feature of
China-US relations and
dialogue and coopera-
tion is  the only right
choice for both sides.

It was an important
opportunity for the two
sides to build trust, clear
up misgivings, manage
differences and expand
cooperation and an im-
portant meeting that
adds certainty and sta-
bility for a world going

through turmoil and
changes.

San Francisco can
be a new starting point
for stabilizing China-US
relations. Both sides
need to make renewed
efforts to translate the
new vision into reality,
further consolidate the
foundation of bilateral
ties, build pillars for
peaceful coexistence,
and realize the sound,
steady and sustained
growth of our relations.

Question: After
talks in San Francisco,
China and the US an-
nounced reestablishing
m ilit ary -to-m ilit ary
mechanisms which were
canceled after Pelosi’s
visit last year to Taiwan.
I want to ask about what
enabled this decision?
Has China got any as-
surances about the Tai-
wan policy??

Mao Ning replied,
China has always at-
tached importance to
China-US military-to-
military exchanges. In
San Francisco, the two
leaders agreed to pro-
mote and strengthen dia-
logue and cooperation
between the two coun-
tries in various areas, in-
cluding the resumption
of high-level military-to-
military communication,
the China-US Defense
Policy Coordination
Talks, and the China-US
Military Maritime Con-

sultative Agreement
meetings, and conduct-
ing telephone conversa-
tions between thereafter
commanders on the ba-
sis of equality and re-
spect.? Regarding the
Taiwan question, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping also set
forth China’s solemn po-
sition. The Taiwan ques-
tion has always been the
most important and sen-
sitive issue in China-US
relations.

The US side should
follow through on its
statement of “not sup-
porting Taiwan indepen-
dence”, stop arming Tai-
wan, and support
China’s peaceful reunifi-
cation.

Question: The
White House has re-
leased an official state-
ment about President Xi
and President Biden’s
meeting. Regarding the
Israel-Hamas conflict,
the President reiterated
US support for Israel’s
right for defending itself
against terrorism and
emphasized the impor-
tance of all countries us-
ing their influence to
prevent escalation and
expansion of the con-
flict. But the statement
does not mention the
violation of international
law and international hu-
manitarian law or helping
the Palestinian people.
Does China have any
comment on this?

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The repatria-
tion of illegal Afghans
and other foreigners
continues as 230,446
people returned to
their countries during
the countywide opera-
tion.

The apex commit-
tee of the National
Action Plan (NAP) in
a meeting on October
3, chaired by Care-
taker PM Anwaarul
Haq Kakar gave a
deadline to all foreign
nationals living illegally

in the country until
October 31 to leave
voluntarily or face de-
portation.

According to offi-
cial data, 325 families
have returned to Af-
ghanistan in 186 ve-
hicles during last 24
hours.

The government
of Pakistan is facilitat-
ing the illegal Afghans
in the repatriation pro-
cess at the Torkham
and Chaman borders.

So far, 230,446 il-
legal Afghan nationals

have returned to their
country after the
deadline for voluntar-
ily returning expired on
October 31

Earlier, Caretaker
Interior Minister
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
rejected any ‘manhan-
dling’ of illegal immi-
grants in Pakistan’s
repatriation process.

“Prime Minister
[Anwaarul Haq
Kakar] has given very
clear instructions that
there should be no
manhandling of illegal

immigrants during the
repatriation process,”
the interior minister
said while speaking on
the Senate floor.

Sarfraz Bugti also
assured the House
that any mismanage-
ment on the borders
would be checked and
suggestions from the
political leadership in
this regard would be
welcomed.  “No Af-
ghan refugee having
legal documents has
been even touched,”
he added.

Pakistani rupee consolidates gain against
US dollar in interbank

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistani rupee
consolidated its posi-
tion against the US dol-
lar in the interbank mar-
ket on Friday, a day after
breaking 17-day losing
streak.

According to the
figures obtained from
the forex dealers, the lo-
cal currency appreciated
by 88 paisas and was
currently being traded at
Rs286.50.

On Thursday, the
Pakistani rupee had ap-
preciated 0.26% against
the US dollar, settling for

the day at Rs287.38, an
increase of Re0.76. Ex-
perts said that the rever-
sal in the rupee’s trajec-
tory comes as Pakistani
authorities and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) staff on Wednes-
day struck a staff-level
agreement on the on the
first review under the
nine-month $3 billion
Stand-By Arrangement
(SBA).

The agreement is
subject to approval by
the IMF’s Executive
Board. Upon approval,
Pakistan will have access

to SDR 528 million
(around $700 million),
bringing total disburse-
ments under the
programmee to almost
$1.9 billion. Meanwhile,
the total liquid foreign
reserves of the country
Thursday stood at US$
12,535.5 million while the
central bank held the re-
serves of $ 7,396.7 mil-
lion.

The State Bank of
Pakistan, in a statement
issued here informed
that SBP’s reserves de-
creased by $ 115 million
to $ 7,396.7 million due

to debt repayments dur-
ing the week ended on
November 10, 2023.
Meanwhile, net foreign
reserves held by com-
mercial banks stood at $
5,138.8 million, it added.
Total liquid foreign re-
serves held by the coun-
try, in the previous week
ending on November 3,
2023, were US$ 12,614.2
million. Among them,
foreign reserves held by
the central bank were $
7,511.5 million while net
foreign reserves held by
commercial banks were $
5,102.7 million.

Dietary, lifestyle changes crucial to prevent
cardiovascular diseases: President

Business areas’ traffic issues to be resolved
on priority basis: SSP Traffic

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Dr Arif Alvi
has stressed preventive
rather curative approach
to prevent cardiovascu-
lar diseases and said
that dietary and lifestyle
changes hold key impor-
tance in this regard.

In his video-link ad-
dress to the 12th bien-
nial conference of the
Pakistan Society of Car-
diovascular and Tho-
racic Surgeons held in
Peshawar on Friday, he
said preventive mea-
sures not only de-
creased the risk of dis-
ease but also reduced
the burden on the na-
tional healthcare system.

Dr Arif Alvi said car-
diovascular diseases
were also being diag-
nosed in young people
and mentioned that the
lengthy treatment and
surgery of cardiac dis-
eases became
unaffordable for the pa-
tients. Therefore, he

said, consuming a
healthy diet and quitting
a sedentary lifestyle and
smoking had positive ef-
fects on the control of
cardiac diseases.

He recalled that the
country made relentless
and coordinated efforts
to manage the COVID-19
pandemic extremely well.
He emphasized adopting
similar passion and tar-
geted action to prioritize
the prevention of CVDs.

The president
stressed investment in
the training and profes-
sional development of
healthcare practitioners
specialized in cardiovas-
cular and thoracic care.
He highlighted the im-
portance of telemedicine
and technology to facili-
tate remote consulta-
tions, diagnostics, and
monitoring.

This, he said, would
be especially crucial for
patients in remote and
rural areas of the coun-

try who faced challenges
in reaching out to
healthcare facilities.

He said cases of
malnutrition and obesity
were being reported in

the country side by side
and termed it the respon-
sibility of the State to
raise awareness about
the intake of healthy diet
instead of junk food.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
SSP Traffic Police
Islamabad Muhammad
Sarfraz Virk along with
SP Chaudhry Abid and
DSP Tariq Mehmood
visited Islamabad
Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry
(ICCI) on Friday and
discussed with the
business community
various options to re-
solve the traffic issues
in the Capital.

Speaking on the
occasion,  President
ICCI Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari said that
traffic accidents were
increasing, so a police-
citizen committee
should be formed to
work together to ad-
dress this issue. He said
that appropriate mea-
sures should be taken
to tackle the issues of
over speeding and vio-
lation of traffic rules.
Minor children should

be banned from driv-
ing, seat belts should be
strictly enforced, one-
wheeling and other vio-
lations of traffic rules
should be curbed,
which will reduce ac-
cidents and improve
the traffic system in the
city.   He said that
Islamabad was expand-
ing rapidly and the cur-
rent traffic police force
was proving insuffi-
cient. IG Police
Islamabad should in-
crease the strength of
traffic police to control
the traffic issues in
business areas and
other busy places. He
highlighted the need of
improving the traffic
system at the entrances
of Islamabad like
Rawat, Tarnol, Bhara
Kahu as the business
hubs located in these
areas are facing the
worst traffic problems.

Ahsan Zafar said

that lane marking has
not been done in busy
areas for a long time
due to which traffic
discipline has weak-
ened.  Traffic  Police
should work on it in
collaboration with
ICCI. He said that CDA
should transfer the traf-
fic engineering depart-
ment to traffic police.
He said that ICCI is
ready to conduct
awareness campaigns
in collaboration with
traffic  police to im-
prove the traffic sys-
tem in the city.

Speaking on the
occasion, SSP Traffic
Islamabad Muhammad
Sarfraz Virk empha-
sized for close coop-
eration between the
business community
and the traffic police to
address issues and pro-
mote disciplined traffic
in the city. He said that
a special mechanism

has been made to en-
hance traffic police in
big commercial centers
to maintain smooth
traffic flow.

The SSP under-
scored the need to in-
stall cameras in all the
markets to control car
theft and other inci-
dents. He said that de-
spite the lack of re-
sources, the traffic po-
lice was trying to per-
form better. He said
that ICCI should coop-
erate with the traffic
police in awareness
programs to educate the
citizens about the im-
portance of disciplined
traffic. Engr. Azhar ul
Islam Zafar, Vice Presi-
dent ICCI, said that the
police should arrange
training programs on
traffic rules for the citi-
zens. He said that the
issue of excessive e-
challans should be
looked into.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi virtually addressing the 12th biennial conference of the Paki-
stan Society of Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgeons held in Peshawar, from Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Waseem Ajmal Chaudhry, Federal Secretary Ministry of Education, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE)  Jemal Beker
Abdula along with other dignitaries pose for a photo with the book Generation Medemer  Book authored
by H.E Dr. Abiy Ahmed Prime Minister of FDR Ethiopia at the Embassy of Ethiopia.

USA: Chinese President Xi Jinping during a meeting with Fijian Prime Minister
Sitiwini Rabuka in San Francisco,

DERA GHAZI KHAN:  Brig. (Retd.) Muzaffar Ali Ranjha,  Chairman, PMIC along with  Muhammad
Saleh Narejo, Director, PMIC visited Punjab and Sindh and took briefings from the respective depart-
ments pertaining to hill Torrance and the clearance of natural routes of Kachhi Canal Project at Dera
Ghazi Khan.
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LHC orders traffic Police to arrest un-

licensed drivers
LAHORE (INP): The Lahore
High Court (LHC) Justice Ali
Zia Bajwa has issued a direc-
tive for an immediate crack-
down against individuals driv-
ing vehicles without a valid li-
cense and emphasized drivers
without a license should be ar-
rested. He was hearing a case
regarding the legal protection
request of the accused in a
defense accident, in which six
members of a family were
killed by an underage driver,
who is now behind bars and
facing Police investigations.
The victims were identified as
Rukhsana, 52; Anabia, 3;
Huzaifa, four months;
Muhammad Hasnain, 28;
Sajjad, 26; Ayesha, 22.

During the proceedings,
Justice Ali Zia Bajwa ex-

pressed his concern over the
prevalence of car accidents,
describing them as deeply un-
fortunate incidents.

The provincial apex court
highlighted the alarming dis-
crepancy between the number
of vehicles on the road and the
issued licenses, noting that out
of 1000000 vehicles, there are
only 200,000 licenses.

Lahore Chief Traffic Of-
ficer (CTO) apprised the court
that there are 7.3 million ve-
hicles on the road, but only 1.3
drivers have licenses.

The court sought clarifica-
tion on the actions being taken
against unlicensed vehicles,
particularly in light of the re-
cent accident under discussion.

The LHC directed for ac-
countability, asking the CTO to

report on the steps taken in the
aftermath of the incident.

The CTO apprised the
court that a crackdown had
been initiated in the last three
days. However, the court
raised concerns about poten-
tial discrimination in enforcing
traffic regulations, highlighting
instances where individuals
claim special privileges due to
their connections.

Justice Bajwa highlighted
that such crimes often occur
in more posh areas.

The court further inquired
about the measures being taken
against individuals who allow
their minor children to drive, to
which the CTO assured that
existing laws are enforced, and
appropriate actions are taken
against such cases.

Govt to modernise fisheries in Gwadar via
professional training: PM Kakar

ISLAMABAD (INP): Care-
taker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar has said that the
government was committed to
pave fisheries in Gwadar on
modern lines for which they
were provided training to bring
their working at par with inter-
national standards by utilising
the modern machinery and
boats equipped with engines
and navigation systems.

Speaking during a meeting
with with a delegation of
Gwadar Shipping and Clearing
Agents Association, the prime
minister said that the govern-
ment would fully exploit the
exports potential of fisheries in
Gwadar.

The delegation comprised
President of the Association

Abdur Raheem Zafar, Secre-
tary General Hameed Baloch,
and Faisal Dashti.

The delegation members
requested the prime minister to
initially allow the import of a
certain chunk of government’s
cargos through the Gwadar
Port before making it fully op-
erational.

Premier Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar directed the authorities
concerned to present a com-
prehensive report in this re-
gard. Calling Gwadar a future
hub of sea trade, the prime
minister said the government
was taking measures to estab-
lish industries at the Port be-
sides building communications
infrastructure to link the indus-
trial areas.

Provision of employment
opportunities and facilities of
international standards to the
people of Gwadar was inevi-
table for the progress of the
Port, he added.

The delegation members
apprised the prime minister of
the problems facing the ship-
ping clearing agents as well as
the fisheries.

PM Anwaar-ul-Haq as-
sured the delegation members
to resolve their issues on pri-
ority basis.

The delegation also appre-
ciated the measures taken by
the government for provision
of employment and profes-
sional training to the fishermen
besides addressing the overall
problems of the Gwadar city.

Pakistan, Russia for collaborative efforts
to combat terrorism

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
and Russia have reiterated to
strengthen collaborative efforts
for effectively combating terror-
ism, underscoring the mutual
benefit of the cooperation.

It was agreed at the 10th
meeting of Pakistan-Russia
Joint Working Group on Com-
bating International Terrorism
and Other Challenges to Secu-
rity in Islamabad.

Additional Foreign Secre-
tary Syed Haider Shah and
Deputy Foreign Minister of Rus-
sia Sergey Vershinin co-chaired
the meeting

The two sides expressed

resolve to work together in
combating financing of terror-
ism and in other key areas of
counter-terrorism.

They discussed at length
the global and regional terrorist
threats, with a particular focus
on the situations in Afghanistan,
Central and South Asia, and
North Africa. The dialogue un-
derscored the complexity of the
terrorism landscape and the
need for continued vigilance.

The two sides outlined their
respective national strategies
and measures in combating ter-
rorism. They shared their ex-
periences and best practices,

highlighting the importance of
national efforts in the broader
fight against terrorism.

The two countries also dis-
cussed the various forms of
radicalization, the spread of ter-
rorist ideologies, and the mis-
use of information and commu-
nication technologies for terror-
ist purposes. They agreed on the
need for comprehensive strate-
gies to counter these challenges.

They recognized the impor-
tance of their partnership in
maintaining regional and global
security. The upcoming meet-
ing of the Working Group will
be held next year.

FPCCI Elections: BMP officially final-
izes candidates for all slots

Staff-level agreement with IMF govt’s re-
markable achievement: Mian Zahid

KARACHI (INP): Chairman of
National Business Group Paki-
stan, President Pakistan Busi-
nessmen and Intellectuals Fo-
rum, and All Karachi Industrial
Alliance, and former provincial
minister Mian Zahid Hussain has
said that the staff-level agree-
ment with the IMF was a re-
markable achievement of the
Caretaker Finance Minister Dr.
Shamshad Akhtar and the in-
cumbent government.

Interacting with business
community on Friday, he said
that tough decisions were nec-
essary to save the country, from
which the economy shrank,
compounding problems for the
masses and the business com-
munity.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that
the condition of Pakistan's
economy was now improving.
Still, it needs to remain under
IMF supervision for at least two
years so that funds were well-
spent. The current IMF pro-
gram should be completed in
accordance with the profes-

sional recommendations of the
IMF, and preparations for the
new program should be initiated,
he added.

The business leader said
that the IMF will soon pay
seven hundred million dollars to
Pakistan after the approval of
its board, which will improve
the value of the rupee and in-
crease the confidence of inves-
tors. In comparison, the other
three international organisations
will soon pay 950 million dol-
lars to Pakistan, he added.

These include the World
Bank, Asian Development Bank,
and Asian Infrastructure Devel-
opment Bank,  which were
awaiting the IMF's decision to
disburse the loan.

Apart from this, commer-
cial loans of three and a half bil-
lion dollars are also being ar-
ranged, which will improve the
financial situation of the coun-
try.  Mian Zahid Hussain fur-
ther said that the government
should stop theft, default, and
line losses in the electricity and

gas sectors so that their prices
can be reduced. It has become
difficult to continue business at
current prices, while interest
rates are also skyrocketing.

He noted that legislation
should be enacted to stop the
loss of funds; otherwise, the
country will be in the same situ-
ation after a few years.

The business leader noted
that the decision to increase gas
prices once again is expected,
which will prove disastrous for
the people and the industrial sec-
tor. In order to eliminate the cir-
cular debt of the electricity and
gas sectors, instead of continu-
ously increasing the tariff,
changes in the energy basket,
reforms in capacity charges,
and other options should also be
explored.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that
if the economic indicators con-
tinue to improve, Pakistan's glo-
bal ranking will also improve
soon, which will make it pos-
sible to get relatively cheap
loans.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The ruling
group of Businessmen Panel
(BMP) in the Federation of Paki-
stan Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FPCCI) has officially fi-
nalized its all candidates on all
slots.

The BMP has nominated
Muhammad Ali Shaikh as the
presidential candidate for the
FPCCI annual elections for 2024,
and Abdul Ghani Usman from
Karachi for the vice presidency,
Tauqeer Malik, Rafiq Sulaiman
and Muhammad Imran Khan from
Associate Class, Aoun Ali Syed
from Haripur Chamber (KPK) and
Mehboob Nasir from Punjab
Chamber (Bahawalpur) were nomi-
nated for Vice President respec-
tively.

Addressing an introductory
ceremony here on Friday, Central
Chairman BMP Mian Anjum Nisar

said that the work of the last three
years is in front of everyone, as
before we will fulfill the trust of
the business community.

 We have shown the work, we
have advocated the issues of trad-
ers and industrialists, if the poli-
cies are right, then the economic
affairs will be right, the govern-
ment should reformulate the poli-
cies, as export-based policies
should be made instead of im-
ports, he added.

He said that increasing the
price of electricity and gas every
time was not the solution to the
problem and instead the theft of
electricity  and gas should be
stopped and distribution of free
electricity to some particular ar-
eas and classes should be
stopped. He said that good gov-
ernance and accountability
should be adopted.

There was a need to work to
exploit natural resources of wind,
solar and green energy, he noted.

Mian Anjum Nisar said that
the BMP-nominated candidates
are experts in their fields, edu-
cated, experienced and aware of
the issues of the business com-
munity.

They understand the solu-
tion and have the ability to look
into the eyes of the rulers instead
of reading odes in praise of the
rulers like the opposition group.

FPCCI Presidential candidate
Muhammad Ali Sheikh said that
we will make the FPCCI further
better. I will not get any personal
benefit for myself or for any of my
friends like in my previous peri-
ods and I will solve the problems
of the business community across
the country including small
towns, he added.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia (FDRE)  Jemal Beker Abdula addressing during the launching ceremony of the book

 â€œGeneration Medemerâ€  authored by H.E Dr. Abiy Ahmed Prime Minister of FDR Ethiopia at the
Embassy of Ethiopia.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kenya in Pakistan, called on Federal Health Min-
ister, Dr. Nadeem Jan.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Gwadar Shipping Clearing Agents calls on Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

President Alvi
sympathizes with

families of
martyred Pakistan

Army soldiers
ISLAMABAD  (INP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday telephoned the
families of soldiers of Pa-
kistan Army martyred in
various terrorist incidents
and expressed sympa-
thies with them.

According to de-
tails, the President inter-
acted with the family
members of the soldiers
martyred in the attacks
that took place on No-
vember 6, and October 18
and 29 respectively in
different parts of the
country. On behalf of en-
tire nation, he paid trib-
utes to the martyrs who
sacrificed their lives for
the country. "The whole
nation owes to the fami-
lies of the martyrs for sac-
rificing their dear ones for
the homeland," he re-
marked. President Alvi
phoned the family of Lt
Col Muhammad Hassan
Haider, who was martyred
in an attack in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Novem-
ber 6. He talked to the
families of Naik Khushdil
Khan, Lance Naik Abdul
Qadeer Khan and Rafeeq
Khan. The president also
telephoned the family
members of Naib Subedar
Asif Imran and Sepoy
Irfan Ali, who embraced
martyrdom in Awaran
district of Balochistan on
October 29. He also
spoke to the family mem-
bers of Sepoy Farman Ali,
who sacrificed his live in
an attack on October 18
in South Waziristan.


