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The dust blowing road near the crushing plant in the Western Bypass area of Quetta

Danger Zone: Immediate Health Threat as
Crushing Plants Operate Near Quetta

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: The proximity of

crushing plants operating on the
outskirts of the provincial capital
poses a serious threat to human
life. Crushing plants near the city
continue to release toxic chemi-
cals, causing air and water pollu-
tion, and adversely impacting res-
piratory health and ecosystems.

“These toxic chemicals cause
respiratory and allergy diseases”,
Dr. Shireen Khan, a well-known
chest physician told Daily Quetta
Voice. Mr. Khan said respiratory
and allergy diseases were rampant
because of the crash plants releas-
ing toxic chemicals on the out-
skirts of Quetta.

Over 40 Crushing Plants
Operating In Quetta

Officials in the Balochistan
Environment Department say over
40 crash plants have been operat-
ing in the provincial capital. De-
spite repeated notices and direc-
tives from the Balochistan High
Court, the plants have not been
completely shut down.

“The owners of plants are
influential people”, a senior officer
in the Balochistan Environment
Department said.

He requested anonymity be-
cause of the sensitivity of the

matter.

Plants Pose Seri-
ous Threat To

Ecosystem Also
Environmentalists term crash

plants extremely dangerous for
the ecosystem and human lives.

“For human lives, these
plants are hazardous and they
must be sealed”, Faiz Kakar, the
former Balochistan health minis-
ter, and environmentalist said.

“Enough is enough, there has to
be a practical action”, Mr. Kakar
said.

Sealing of these stone-crush-
ing plants has been one of the
longstanding demands of citizens
of Quetta.

However, masses have also
urged upon the authorities to
make sure of the provision of al-
ternative locations for stone
crushing plants since the employ-
ment of thousands of people was
linked with it

Balochistan and Sindh
Fisheries Secretaries Unite

Against Illegal Trawling
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In a historic meet-
ing, the Secretary of Fisheries &
Coastal Development for
Balochistan and the Secretary of
Livestock & Fisheries Department
for Sindh addressed the chal-
lenges posed by illegal trawling.

Dr. Abdul Hafiz Sial, Secre-
tary of the Livestock & Fisheries
Department for the

Government of Sindh had a
thorough discussion with Secre-
tary of Fisheries Balochistan, Mir
Imran Gichki.

Preservation Of Marine
Ecosystem Hallmark Of

The Meeting
The focus was on the detri-

mental impact of trawl nets on
marine ecosystems, with
Balochistan emphasizing the need
to protect local artisanal fisheries.
Sindh acknowledged the indus-
trialization of its fisheries sector
and agreed to launch a joint
awareness campaign to discour-
age trawl net usage.

Illegal Trawling An
Important Issue
During the meeting, key fig-

ures such as DG Fisheries Sindh,
Ali Muhammad Mastoe, and
Abdul Manan Kohkar, Deputy
Secretary of Sindh Fisheries, were
present. The focus was on the
highly destructive nature of trawl
nets and their negative impact on
marine ecosystems. The Secretary
of the Balochistan Fisheries De-
partment emphasized the proac-
tive stance of Balochistan’s local
fishermen in protecting artisanal
fisheries.

Both provinces also dis-
cussed the implementation of Ves-
sel Monitoring Systems (VMS)
and agreed to continue collabo-
rative efforts. The Secretary of
Balochistan Fisheries invited his
Sindh counterpart for the next
meeting in Gwadar, marking a his-
toric step toward resolving the is-
sue.”

FIA Quetta Shuts Down Illegal
Human Trafficking Ring – Key

Trafficker Apprehended
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA), Anti-Hu-
man Trafficking Cell, under the
directive of Director Balochistan
Zone Imran Mehmood, has inten-
sified efforts to combat human
smuggling.

Acting on orders from
Deputy Director Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Circle Quetta, a targeted
raid successfully led to the arrest
of Shahzad Hussain, a key human
trafficker operating an unregis-
tered agency named All Haroon
Travel on Dr. Bano Road, Quetta.

Accused Shahzad
Hussain Arrested

Hussain’s arrest follows rev-
elations of his involvement in ob-
taining passports illegally from
unlicensed citizens, falsely prom-
ising overseas employment. The
raid, executed by a team includ-
ing SHO Raja Shahzad Mehmood,
Sub-Inspector Zahid Gul, Con-
stable Kailash, and Raza, resulted
in the recovery of numerous pass-
ports.

Preliminary investigations
indicate that Hussain extorted sig-

nificant amounts of money from
citizens under the guise of facili-
tating employment opportunities
in the UAE and the UK.

FIA Actively
Pursuing Investiga-

tion
The FIA is actively pursuing

the investigation, with ongoing
raids aimed at capturing additional
suspects involved in this illicit
trade. This decisive action under-
scores the commitment of law en-
forcement to dismantle human
trafficking networks and protect
citizens from exploitation.

Firing Outside Cadet
College Pishin Leaves

2 Persons Injured
Asmatullah Hanafi:

PISHIN:Unknown accused
opened fire outside the Cadet
College Pishin on Saturday.

Police sources said the firing
left two persons injured.

The attackers escaped
unhurt from the spot.

 The injured were rushed
to the district headquarters
hospital Pishin for medical
treatment.

The injured people were
employees of the Cadet Col-
lege Pishin.

They were identified as
Talib Hussain and Baseer
Ahmed. The reason behind
the attack could not be ascer-
tained.

Naseerabad Police Mobile Ambushed, 4 Officers Unharmed
Ali Jan Mangi:

NASEERABAD:
In a targeted attack, a
police mobile vehicle
came under fire in the
Manjo Shori area of
Naseerabad. Sources
report that four brave
policemen inside the
vehicle emerged un-
scathed despite the
assailants’ attempt to
inflict harm.

According to po-
lice accounts, uniden-
tified terrorists hurled
a hand grenade at the
police mobile van, re-
sulting in partial dam-

age to the vehicle. Miracu-
lously, all officers on board nar-
rowly escaped the attack with
no injuries.
The Attackers Fled

The Scene
The attackers swiftly fled

the scene, evading immediate
capture. Responding to the in-
cident, a significant police pres-
ence descended upon the area,
intensifying efforts to appre-
hend the perpetrators respon-
sible for the assault. In the af-
termath of the attack, security
measures were heightened in
the surrounding area to safe-

guard against any potential fur-
ther threats.
The Attack Under-
scores The Chal-
lenge Faced By

Police In The Area
This incident underscores

the ongoing challenges faced
by law enforcement, highlight-
ing the need for continued vigi-
lance and robust security mea-
sures to protect both officers
and the communities they
serve. Authorities remain com-
mitted to pursuing those re-
sponsible for this act of vio-

lence and ensuring the safety
of the public.

Daily Quetta Voice will
continue to provide you with the
latest updates on this attack in
the Naseerabad district of,
Balochistan. Your trusted
source for breaking news and
in-depth coverage.

Dr. Lal Kakar Elected As GS Paki-
stan Orthopedic Association

Health Desk:

QUETTA: Renowned ortho-
pedic surgeon, Dr. Lal Khan Kakar
was elected as the Secretary Gen-
eral of the Pakistan Orthopaedic
Association (POA) the other day.
Professor Masood Umar from the
Aga University Hospital was
elected as the President of the
POA.

Dr. Sherzaman Mandokhail
Hails The Election of Dr. Kakar

Dr. Kakar is considered to be
one of the senior health profes-
sionals across the country. He is

also the founder of the Baz
Muhammad Shaheed Foundation,
which has established libraries
across Balochistan to equip stu-
dents with modern education and
knowledge.

In the meantime, Dr.
Sherzaman Khan Mandokhail, the
Chief of Helping Hands congratu-
lated Dr. Lal Khan Kakar and ex-
pressed the hope that the latter
would play a due role in the solu-
tion of issues faced by masses of
the province.

Ex-president Zardari
confident ECP will hold

free and fair polls
I SL AM AB AD:

Former President Asif
Ali Zardari on Sunday
said he was confident
that the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan
(ECP) would hold free
and fair elections in the
country on February 8,
2024.

With the date pro-
posed for the general
elections just two
months away, the PPP
has repeatedly be-
moaned the lack of a
level playing field. Dur-
ing a rally in Peshawar
on Saturday, PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari said his party
was accustomed to over-
coming unfair political

challenges.
“Was there any level playing

field in 1988 when IJI was formed
against [former prime minister]
Benazir Bhutto?

 But still, Benazir Bhutto won
the election and became the first
female prime minister of the coun-
try,” he had said.

He had also highlighted how
the 2002 elections under the mili-
tary ruler Pervez Musharraf were
“sn--atched away” from the PPP.
“Even then, PPP performed well.
But some people turned out to be
sellouts. Benazir termed them
‘Pakis-tan People’s Parasites’,”
Bilawal had added.

However, in a statement to-
day, Zardari said: “The country is
heading towards transparent polls
and the PPP is fully prepared for
elections.” NEWS DESK
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Is climate change responsible for irregular weather patterns
Laiba Fatima:

Climate change is ac-
tually increase in green-
house gas emissions
which brought signifi-
cant changes in Earth’s
weather patterns. it is

characterized by
changes in weather over
a longer period of spe-
cies merely abnormal
variations to the climate
and its effect on differ-
ent parts of the earth the
many causes contribute
to climate change such
as industrial processes
that release greenhouse
gases such as Methane
(CH4) and nitrous
struggle practices, use
of refrigerants and

d e f o r e s t a t i o n ,
Biodiversity loss as spe-

cies struggle to adapt to
a changing environment.
With the increase in
earth’s temperature since
1986, the winter season
temperature of contigu-
ous 48 states have

increased by nearly
3°F, while spring tempera-
tures have increased by
about 2°F and same is the
case with summer and fall
temperature e which
record an increase of
about 1.5°F.  The pattern
of extreme weather con-
ditions has become more
common over the past
decades in the United
States such as irregular
have been recorded on
hot summer days(high)
and the same is true with
hot summer nights(high)

at even faster rate. A Due
to an abrupt change in
weather patterns has
caused the southwest to
experience less precipi-
tation than normal How-
ever the activities of a
tropical storm in the At-
lantic Ocean, the Gulf of
Mexico, and Caribbean
has surpased during the
past 20 years. The south-
ern united states is very
sensitive to alter
weather condition

specially to tem-
perature and to drought
small changes in  the
availability of water spe-
cially in this arid region
will cost them suppress
there natural systems.

Bangladesh has
been fighting the effects

of climate change for de-
cades. Due to rising sea
levels coastal communi-
ties and island nations
are at higher risk associ-
ated with climate crisis.
Bangladesh is at number
7 on

 German watch’s
Climate risk Index (CRI)
for cumulative risk be-
tween 2000 and 2019,
same is the case with
Philippines. In short I
can sum up that Man is
the only contributor of
climate change and ir-
regular

weather patterns.
Day by day trees have
been cut down for

construction pur-
poses . Our life is totally
dependent on trees as

tree is a natural sunk of
CO2( carcinogenic gas)
if trees have been cut
down in the same man-
ner who will absorb CO2
and in the end will accu-
mulate in air rising the
temperature and evapo-
ration Climate change is
a serious concern which
is costing our lives we
need to stop this.  We
have to create awareness
among people about cli-
mate change by arrang-
ing seminars on this is-
sue, by cutting on tree
we have to plant 10 more

trees in place of this
only this we can save
our planet from this dev-
astative process which
is costing our ecosystem
and biodiversity

Climate action
By Aisha Khan

Healthcare Crisis in Balochistan Fa-
vors Karachi as Patient Destination

Editorial:
The recent exodus of Congo virus patients from Quetta to Karachi has un-
veiled the alarming state of government-run hospitals in Balochistan. The
tragic loss of Dr. Shakarullah Baloch, who succumbed to the deadly virus en
route to Karachi, serves as a poignant reminder of the dire situation.

11 Doctors Tested Positive For Congo Virus
Most of the nearly dozen patients, including 11 doctors, have sought

refuge in private hospitals in Karachi in their desperate fight for survival. This
raises a crucial and deeply troubling question: when healthcare professionals
themselves lack confidence and trust in Balochistan’s healthcare system, how
can we expect the general public to place their faith in it?

Investigation Into Outbreak of Congo Virus Is Imperative
First and foremost, a comprehensive investigation into the outbreak of

the Congo virus within the Civil Hospital’s trauma center is imperative. It is
vital to understand how and why approximately two dozen healthcare profes-
sionals fell victim to this deadly virus. We must examine whether standard
operating procedures for treating Congo virus patients were followed and
determine whether the government has initiated an inquiry to address this
critical matter.

Furthermore, the destination for Congo virus patients was intended to be
the Fatima Jinnah Chest and TB Hospital, yet the patient was inexplicably
admitted to the trauma center of the Civil Hospital. These discrepancies war-
rant a thorough review.

Time Has Come For Complete Overhaul of Health Care System
It is disheartening that despite a substantial investment of over Rs. 50

billion in Balochistan’s healthcare sector and a significant number of medical
professionals, patients continue to be referred to Karachi for medical treat-
ment. This trend underscores a lack of trust in the healthcare system within the
province, and corrective measures are urgently required.

The time has come for a comprehensive evaluation and overhaul of
Balochistan’s healthcare system to regain the trust of both healthcare profes-
sionals and the general public. Only by addressing these critical flaws can we
hope to build a robust and dependable healthcare system that serves the
needs of the people.

Level playing field?
By Ahmed Bilal Mehboob:

EIGHT years after the
Paris Agreement, the
global community is no-
where near reducing
emissions to keep tem-
perature increase within
the safe threshold of 1.5
degrees Celsius by 2030.
According to a study led
by James Hansen, who
is Nasa’s top scientist,
“The 1.5ºC limit is deader
than a doornail. The 2ºC
limit will also be dead
unless we take purpose-
ful actions to reduce the
Earth’s energy imbal-
ance.” In the backdrop of
this apocalyptic scenario
and no breakthrough in
climate negotiations, the
International Court of
Justice has commenced
advisory proceedings
which include written
submissions and oral
hearings to give guid-
ance on the obligation of
states in respect of cli-
mate change, with a view
to handing down an ad-
visory opinion in late
2024 or early 2025. The
UNGA initiated a formal
request after adopting a

resolution by consen-
sus, supporting the gov-
ernment of Vanuatu’s re-
quest for an advisory
opinion from the ICJ re-
garding state obliga-
tions on climate change.
This offers a unique op-
portunity to shape the
future of climate action
with a pivotal shift in in-
terpreting climate justice.

For countries that
risk disappearing from
the face of the earth and
others that face life-
threatening challenges,
the ICJ’s upcoming ad-
visory opinion can help
in holding big emitters
legally accountable un-
der international law.
The advisory opinion
may also bolster climate
litigation and court cases
in jurisdictions across
the globe — now seek-
ing to hold governments
accountable for climate
acts and omissions that
cause harm or injury to
the most vulnerable of
present and future gen-
erations. This offers a
breakthrough opportu-
nity for changing the

course of climate action.
The deadline for state
contributions of the first
round of written submis-
sions to the ICJ has been
extended until Jan 22,
2024. For countries in the
forefront of the crisis,
this opens the door for
broader engagement in
the climate justice dis-
course to strengthen ar-
guments and place legal
perspectives before the
court. Much will depend
on how countries
present their cases with
strong evidence and pro-
gressive views on human
rights and environmental
and climate international
law to help the justices
of ICJ to underline what
those most responsible
for the climate crisis must
now do to prevent sig-
nificant harm to vulner-
able nations. This is also
an opportunity to place
loss and damage at the
forefront of future cli-
mate negotiations and
make the global commu-
nity realise that manag-
ing the climate crisis be-
yond moral.

IT is both fair and legiti-
mate to demand a level
playing field for the com-
ing, and for that matter
every, election. The PTI,
being the aggrieved
party since its ouster
from government in April
2022, has been at the
forefront complaining
about an uneven elec-
toral playing field. But
lately, the PPP has also
been very vocal in rais-
ing its demand for a level
playing field. Let us look
at Pakistan’s electoral
journey before trying to
unpack what constitutes
a level playing field in the
context of elections.

Although  direct
elections to four of the
five provincial assem-
blies (Punjab, NWFP,
Sindh and East Bengal)
were held between
March 1951 and April
1954, the first direct elec-
tion to the National As-
sembly could only take
place in December 1970.

The 1970 general
election is considered
the most fair and free in
the history of Pakistan,
though it is only true in
a relative sense. As put
by the late air marshal
(retired) Asghar Khan:
“By Third World stan-
dards, the elections were
free and fair.” There were
several complaints about
the government sup-
porting Khan Abdul
Qayyum Khan’s faction
of the Muslim League
even materially and the
PPP loudly protested
against what they saw as
blatant support for the

‘rightist’ parties by the
then information minister,
Nawabzada Sher Ali
Khan Pataudi. The play-
ing field was, therefore,
not exactly level even at
that time. The playing
field was thoroughly un-
even during the 1977
general election when
the ruling PPP heavily
rigged the election and
faced the wrath of the
people in the form of one
of the bloodiest agita-
tions subsequently.The
rules of the game were
drastically changed by
Gen Ziaul Haq’s martial
law government by re-
sorting non-party general
elections in 1985 to fore-
stall the possible victory
of PPP. The playing field
was heavily tilted against
the PPP during the fourth
general election in 1988
when, as later publicly
admitted and even regret-
ted by the DG ISI Lt-Gen
(retired) Hameed Gul, an
alliance of anti-PPP par-
ties bearing the name of
IJI was created and offi-
cially  sponsored to
thwart an overwhelming
victory of the PPP both
at the centre and in
Punjab. The same pattern
was seen during the 1990
general election when IJI
was even monetarily
supported by the DG ISI
as later revealed in an af-
fidavit submitted to the
Supreme Court by retired
Lt-Gen Asad Durrani
who was DG ISI during
the 1990 polls . The
Nawaz Sharif govern-
ment was sacked by the
president in 1993 on
charges of corruption

and misgovernance and
a number of cases were
instituted against the
former prime minister
and his party col-
leagues. They were
greatly harassed before
the general election of
1993, giving a clear sig-
nal to the fence-sitters
that Nawaz Sharif and his
party would not be al-
lowed to return to power.
The same story was re-
peated in 1996-97, when
the Benazir Bhutto gov-
ernment was dismissed
by the president and a
number of criminal in-
vestigations and cases
were instituted against
her, her husband and her
party colleagues and the
state media ran a huge
campaign to discredit
her, to the point that it
became extremely diffi-
cult for PPP to even run
a meaningful election
campaign. Nawaz Sharif,
who had won the 1997
general election with a
two-thirds majority, was
sent packing through a
military coup led by Gen
Pervez Musharraf in
1999. The next general
election was held by the
military government in
2002, while Nawaz Sharif
and his family were ex-
iled to Saudi Arabia and
a ‘king’s party’ called
the PML-Q was created
through the intelligence
apparatus to do Gen
Musharraf’s bidding.

The result of the
2008 election was also
fixed, if one is to believe
former prime minister
Chaudhry Shujaat
Husain who claimed in

his book Sach Tau Yeh
Hai (this is the truth)
that Gen Musharraf had
reached an understand-
ing with the PPP to let
the party win.

General election
2013 was relatively free
and fair as there was no
evidence of interference
by the state intelligence
agencies and a commis-
sion of inquiry headed
by the chief justice con-
cluded that “it cannot be
said that on an overall
basis, the elections were
not a true and fair reflec-
tion of the mandate
given by the elector-
ate…”. The PTI, how-
ever, considered the
election heavily rigged
and mounted an agita-
tion against the election
result. The 2018 election
saw a heavily tilted play-
ing field against the
PML-N and Nawaz
Sharif. It favoured the
PTI, right from the pre-
election phase continu-
ing in the post-election
phase and beyond.

In this historical
context, it should not be
difficult to infer the kind
of playing field one
should expect for the
coming election. If one
has to assess how level
the electoral playing
field is, one can ask the
following eight ques-
tions: how far are the
election laws even-
handed? (Largely, these
are, and they are not tar-
geted at any party.)

How far is the Elec-
tion Commission impar-
tial and neutral? (The PTI
doesn’t think it is, but

the jury is still out.)
How neutral are the

caretaker governments
at the centre and in the
provinces? (The general
impression is that they
are not neutral.)

To what extent is
justice being dispensed
evenly to all political
parties and leaders by
the lower and superior
judiciary? (One probably
needs to wait and see.)

To what extent does
the state-owned media
exercise neutrality? (Gen-
erally, it does not, but the
outreach of the state
media is limited, anyway.)

Are all parties given
an equal opportunity to
hold campaign rallies?
(Apparently not.)

To what extent do
candidates face pressure
if they contest on a par-
ticular party’s tickets?
(That stage is  yet to
come but reports from
the field suggest that
one can expect a repeat
of the unfair scenario of
2018.) How far is the de-
limitation of constituen-
cies fair and without in-
tended disadvantage to
one or some of the po-
litical parties? (It is pre-
mature to say as final
delimitations will be no-
tified by end November,
but apparently, these
don’t seem to give an
advantage to any par-
ticular party or parties.)
Normally, the voters list
is also an instrument of
tilting the playing field
but, fortunately, our
CNIC-based electoral
rolls are beyond large-
scale manipulation.

Tough choice awaits Nawaz
By Abbas Nasir:

Being seen & heard
By Muna Khan:

GOING to graduate
school in the US as a
mature student meant I
felt a disconnect with
younger students, espe-
cially around language
and identity issues. It
took some time for me to
understand words like
‘woke’ and ‘gaslighting’
but it provided much
humour in the classroom.

I was studying jour-
nalism having practised
it for about 20 years and
had more in common
with my professors than
students who com-
plained they did not feel
seen or heard. I took
‘seen and heard’ to mean
as sources in reporting
whereas they meant the
opposite — ‘truly under-
stood’. Who has time to
sit and truly understand
sources, people, commu-
nities when you’re racing
against the clock, I’d ar-
gue. They blamed the
media for not accurately
representing communi-
ties, or even trying to,
which is why the news
media was losing audi-
ences who feel invisible.
I warned them that talks
about feelings will not sit
well in a newsroom.

Donald Trump won
the election a few months
into these discussions.
His unexpected victory
was blamed on Russian
hackers, Facebook ads,
Hillary Clinton; but a
Harvard study blamed it
on the press “specifically
the overwhelmingly
negative tone of news
coverage”. The very
classmates I ridiculed had

the answer to why the
media got it wrong: the
liberal elite coastal media
did not attempt to under-
stand or fairly report on
Trump supporters. It was
a big teaching moment
for me and I said I would
always try to understand
the other perspective in
my work but it’s been a
struggle especially when
those others use abu-
sive language.

David Brooks’ new
book How to Know a
Person offers insight on
how to better see, hear
and also be heard in an
age where digital con-
nectivity  has caused
isolation. That sense of
being understood can
only come from genuine
human connections, he
writes, and he offers
practical steps on how
to engage with people or
reconnect with old
friends. This may sound
like self-help territory but
unlike other gu ides,
Brooks’ book is meticu-
lously researched. He
references neuroscience,
psychology, history,
education, and the arts
to present an under-
standing of human con-
nections. His concern is
to understand the ‘de-
cline’  of morals in
America and offers inter-
esting tidbits, like how
words in books have re-
duced in the 20th cen-
tury. Using a software
tool, he learned how
‘bravery’ was down 66
per cent in  books ,
‘humbleness’ by 52pc
and ‘gratitude’ by 49pc.
Parents aren’t teaching

their children about char-
acter, instead it’s about
winning.

Some of his self-
help suggestions —
how to start conversa-
tions — while trite, even
silly, speak to a larger is-
sue, not just in the US.
Our screen time has up-
ended our social skills.
It was possible to have
friends with opposing
views on a host of issues
but that seems impos-
sible now. We — myself
included — use emojis
to communicate feel-
ings. If you cut yourself
off from emotions you
risk cutting yourself off
from intimacy and life it-
self. Along with social
media, he holds the wid-
ening inequality, popu-
lism, bigotry and a de-
cline in religion and com-
munity participation re-
sponsible for an ab-
sence of values born of
kindness.

Here, I disagree
with him slightly based
on my time as a student
in the US where I saw an
emergence of a new
moral code and I believe
that doesn’ t sit right
with Brooks, a white
conservative who sup-
ported the Iraq war and
is pro-Israel. The US has
made a great deal of
strides in diverse politi-
cal representation, gen-
der and LGBTQ rights
and is figh ting back
against racist and anti-
climate policies. It repre-
sents a rejection of a
world order that has
seen a rise of centi-mil-
lionaires (people with in-

vestable assets greater
than $100 million) whose
number has doubled in
the last 20 years accord-
ing to a wealth advisory
firm.

I believe the
pushback to Israel’s pro-
paganda is also proof
that young people are
calling out the lies be-
cause they now can ‘see,
hear’ Palestinians, who
have been denied space
in the press. Go to
TikTok to see the videos
of users reading a 20-
year-old letter by Osama
bin Laden to the Ameri-
cans and agreeing with
him. There is a genuine
interest in wanting to
know, to  understand
‘others’ and ourselves in
the process.

This is the purpose
of journalism and I hope
the press can find its
way back to represent-
ing communities fairly.

Of course, societies
need more empathy and
human connections are
vital for us to thrive. It’s
why I support ease of
travel restrictions be-
tween India and Pakistan
especially for families
and artists, sports
people, students on ex-
change program-mes.
Let us connect, talk, lis-
ten and have a respect-
ful exchange of ideas so
we can ease some of the
social pain Brooks says
we are all in. These small
steps — versus grand
PR-driven gestures —
can help us become a
better friend, neighbour,
partner, values I hope we
can all support.

HAVING returned
from a four-year, self-im-
posed exile, the path to
power for PML-N leader
Nawaz Sharif may appear
paved but it is also true
that within the next few
months he will be at a
crossroads again and
forced to make difficult
choices.

If he is cleared by
the courts to run for of-
fice and leads the next
government, as all indi-
cations are that he may
(I am not talking of opin-
ion polls or surveys that
are indicative of popular
support), there will be
intense demands on his
‘civilian’ credentials to
let justice prevail and al-
low the opposition their
liberty, freedom and
space to operate.

As things stand he
is being called the
establishment’s ‘ladla’. If
he were to err on the side
of his democratic in-
stincts, would he risk fall-
ing foul of the powerful
forces that facilitated his
potentially phoenix-like
return after he was down
and out? Clearly, the
state of the economy has
been identified as a seri-
ous existential issue that
needs to be addressed
urgently. If Nawaz Sharif
were to bury the hatchet,
seek a more congenial
political atmosphere and
secure the release of
Imran Khan and his sup-
porters jailed mostly on
dubious charges, will
they take to the streets
again? The impact of any
such protest on the
economy will determine

the extent of civil liber-
ties and political rights
in Pakistan. Who knows
if the party said to be the
most popular in the
country then faces more
curbs on it and remains
excluded from the pro-
cess and how that itself
rocks the boat as well.

The 73-year-old,
three-time former prime
minister began his politi-
cal career after he was
handpicked as Punjab’s
finance minister by the
province’s military gov-
ernor, Lt-Gen Ghulam
Jilani. After the partyless
1985 elections, he took
over as chief minister,
ostensibly under the
prime ministership of
Muhammed Khan
Junejo but remained
loyal to his chief mentor
Gen Ziaul Haq. When
Zia sacked the Junejo
government — he
couldn’t reconcile with
the exercise of powers
by even his own chosen
prime minister and dis-
solved parliament — as
if on cue, Nawaz Sharif
rebelled against his
party leader and ousted
Junejo. Thus, he contin-
ued to endear himself to
the military leadership.
When Zia was killed in
an air crash he vowed at
his graveside to take his
‘mission forward’. And
he did, as he became the
major tool in the hands
of the then ISI chief
Hameed Gul. He worked
on the latter’s agenda to
block Benazir Bhutto’s
path to power including
deploying a vile misogy-
nistic and parochial cam-
paign ahead of the 1988

elections and partially
succeeded.

Through most of the
1990s the two parties
played a revolving-door
game to power, instigated
by the military and facili-
tated by presidential
powers to sack govern-
ments and dissolve par-
liaments gifted by the
dictator to himself before
he perished in  that
Bahawalpur PAF C-130
crash. Ms Bhutto and
Mr Sharif shared two
truncated stints each in
power from 1988 to 1999.
During their short ten-
ures, they persecuted
each other relentlessly
and viciously. Finally, in
October 1999, Gen Pervez
Musharraf’s coup dis-
lodged the Sharifs from
power and lodged them
in prison. They also
faced, like the PPP lead-
ers before them and more
recently the PTI leader-
ship, the flimsiest of
charges and were sen-
tenced to life in prison for
‘hijacking’ Gen
M u s h a r r a f ’ s
homebound PIA plane
by ordering its diversion
to another airport away
from the flight’s destina-
tion Karachi.

The PML-N leaders
were later freed and ex-
iled in a deal brokered by
the Saudis and Lebanese
leaders and stayed long
years in Saudi Arabia
before moving to Lon-
don. While in Saudi
Arabia, Ms Bhutto called
on Mr Sharif and initi-
ated a dialogue, as there
appeared to be a
realisation that while the
two popular parties were

at each other’s throats,
the usurper was making
hay. In May 2006, this
dialogue resulted in the
signing of the Charter of
Democracy (CoD) by the
two leaders, pledging
adherence to democratic
norms from then on. By
the following year, elec-
tions were called and Ms
Bhutto’s long and deft
negotiations with the
military leader created
space for both her PPP
and the PML-N. Tragi-
cally, Ms Bhutto was as-
sassinated as an enraged
dictator refused to pro-
vide her security despite
a suicide bomb attack on
her in Karachi just weeks
earlier. Musharraf was
hoping she and Mr Sharif
would not return to cam-
paign, enabling him to
manipulate the polls. She
defied him and con-
vinced the PML-N leader
to do the same. This isn’t
to suggest the PML-N
and PPP have embodied
the CoD completely
since then, but it’s safe
to say they have shown
considerable accommo-
dation as evident in the
adoption of the landmark
18th Amendment which
strengthened provincial
autonomy and cemented
the federation. After the
2013 elections, when the
PTI emerged as the larg-
est, albeit short of a ma-
jority, single party in KP,
Nawaz Sharif told his
provincial leadership not
to try for a coalition,
which seemed possible
and viable, but to let the
party with the biggest
mandate form the gov-
ernment.
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India considering new shaft to free
trapped tunnel workers

UT TA R AK H A N D
(INP): Indian rescuers
are considering open-
ing a vertical shaft to
free 41 men trapped in
a collapsed tunnel after
drilling at the site was
paused over fears of
further cave-ins and as
efforts stretched into a
second week. Excava-
tors have been remov-
ing earth, concrete and
rubble from the under-
construction tunnel in
the northern Himalayan
state of Uttarakhand
since last Sunday after
a portion of the tunnel
the workers were in
collapsed.

Rescue efforts
have been slowed by
continued falling debris
as well as repeated
breakdowns of the cru-
cial heavy drilling ma-
chines,  with the air
force having to twice
airlift in new kit.

Drilling through
the tonnes of debris
was paused late Friday,
after a cracking sound
created a "panic situa-

tion", officials said.
Operations were

then halted due to the
possibility of "further
collapse",  said the
government's high-
ways and infrastructure
company, NHIDCL.

Relatives of those
trapped, who spoke to
the men via radio, said
conditions were grim
and morale low.

"They are in
tears. ..  they have
started asking us
whether we are lying
about the rescue ef-
forts being made to
save them," one relative
told reporters late Sat-
urday, without giving
their name. Engineers
had been trying to hori-
zontally drive a steel
pipe about 90
centimetres (nearly
three feet)  wide
through the debris --
wide enough for the
increasingly desperate
trapped men to squeeze
through.  Bhaskar
Khulbe, a senior gov-
ernment official in-

volved in the rescue
operations, said teams
were now considering
digging an entirely new
shaft, including from
above.

"We are exploring
all options to save the
workers," Khulbe said
late Saturday. "We have
no shortage of re-
sources, options and
methods".

Khulbe said rescu-
ers were looking at a
time frame of "a maxi-
mum of four to five
days" to free the men,
without giving further
details.

The Press Trust of
India news agency re-
ported "preparations to
drill a vertical hole from
the top of the hill" had
begun, as an alternative
route out. Indian media
carried a photograph
showing an excavator
starting to clear soil on
the forested hilltop high
above the tunnel. Res-
cuers have been com-
municating with the
trapped workers by ra-

dio, and food, water,
oxygen and medicine
have also been sent to
them via a 15-
centimetre-wide (six-
inch) pipe. Tunnel ex-
pert Arnold Dix, an in-
dependent disaster in-
vestigator and president
of the International
Tunnelling and Under-
ground Space Associa-
tion, said he was on his
way to India after be-
ing asked to help.

"We are discussing
right now our options
for the safe rescue of
these men," Dix told
India Today.

Experts have
warned about the im-
pact of extensive con-
struction in
Uttarakhand,  where
large parts of the state
are prone to landslides.

Dix said the tunnel
was in "one of the most
difficult areas", but said
he was confident they
would be rescued.

"We are going to
bring those 41 men
home", he said.

Shehbaz Sharif, Ahad Cheema, Fawad
acquitted in Ashiana reference

Climate change causing Pakistan loss
of $2bn a year: IMF

Sino-Pak Workshop on major Live-
stock Disease Control held

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan and China ac-
knowledged the un-
tapped potential for ag-
ricultural cooperation,
this was noted at a Work-
shop on major Livestock
Disease Control held in
Faisalabad.

The workshop was
the part of third Belt and
Road Forum for Interna-
tional Cooperation. ac-
cording to a report pub-
lished by Gwadar Pro on
Saturday.

During the work-
shop, Pakistan and
China acknowledged the
untapped potential for
agricultural cooperation
within the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

Both sides agreed to
enhance collaboration in
areas including “crop

cultivation, animal and
plant disease preven-
tion, agricultural mecha-
nization, technology ex-
change, and trade in ag-
ricultural products”.

According to the
report, as a manifestation
of their recent commit-
ment, the Department of
Pathology at the Faculty
of Veterinary Science,
University of Faisalabad,
and China Agriculture
University in Beijing had
jointly organized the
Workshop on Control of
Major Livestock Dis-
eases”.

Pakistani and Chi-
nese experts shared their
views on the control of
major diseases in animals
in Pakistan. The inaugu-
ral session of the semi-
nar was chaired by Pro-
fessor Dr. Farzana Rizvi,

Dean of the Faculty of
Veterinary Science.

In her opening re-
marks, she highlighted
the significance of col-
laborative efforts in ad-
dressing the challenges
faced by the livestock
industry, underscoring
the importance of shar-
ing expertise and foster-
ing cooperative strate-
gies for disease manage-
ment.

Professor Dr. Cheng
He from China Agricul-
ture University shared
his expertise on preven-
tive veterinary medicine
and innovative mea-
sures for major animal
disease control.

Dr. He, who has
contributed to zoonotic
infection originating
from animal industry and
human health, shared his

experiences with the par-
ticipants and highlighted
Sino-Pakistan coopera-
tion in animal sciences.

The ten-member
Chinese experts shared
their experiences with
Pakistani counterparts
regarding major diseases
in animals. They high-
ligh ted key areas for
Sino-Pak cooperation in
the livestock sector.

Dr. Sajjad Hussain,
Director of General Re-
search, Livestock De-
partment Punjab high-
lighted key areas of co-
operation between China
and Pakistan, informed
the participants about
the prevalence of the
Congo virus in animals,
and detailed the initia-
tives undertaken by the
government of Punjab to
address this issue.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan is among the
most vulnerable coun-
tries to climate change.
Since the year 2000, cli-
mate change has been
causing Pakistan a loss
of $2 billion every year.

According to a re-
port by the International
Monetary Fund on pub-
lic investment in Paki-
stan, four million people
are affected by climate
change every year. It fur-
ther said that the 2022
flash floods of Pakistan
impacted 30 million
people and killed 1,700
people.

The report also said
that 500 people are killed
every year due to natu-
ral disasters and climate
change.

The report ex-
pressed fears that by the
year 2050, Pakistan 's
economy may be af-
fected by natural disas-
ters by up to 9%.

The IMF has also
raised concerns about
the affordability  of
Pakistan's Public Sector
D e v e l o p m e n t
Programme (PSDP), urg-
ing a reassessment of
the initiative. The total

cost to complete projects
in the PSDP is reported
to be Rs10.7 trillion, over
14 times the allocated
budget of Rs727 billion
for 2022-23.

The IMF empha-
sized that the current
annual PSDP budget and
the addition of new
projects would take ap-
proximately 14 years to
complete existing ap-
proved projects.

“Notwithstanding
intentions to prioritise
the completion of ongo-
ing projects, new
projects with a total cost
Rs. 2.3 trillion were
added by government in
the last budget. In addi-
tion, the separate prepa-
ration and oversight of
the current budget and
the development bud-
get, by Finance Division
the Planning Commis-
sion respectively, can
lead to inconsistent and
sub-optimal decision-
making,” said the IMF in
its latest report, titled 'Pa-
kistan: Technical Assis-
tance Report–Public In-
vestment Management
Assessment–PIMA and
Climate PIMA'.

The Fund high-

lighted the need for re-
forms to establish a more
credible basis for the
PSDP budget, as ongo-
ing projects continue to
be added at a significant
rate. The Planning
Commission's funding
priority for ongo ing
projects was also noted
by the IMF, emphasizing
the necessity for a real-
istic and sustainable ap-
proach.

Additionally, the
estimated years to
completion may be un-
derstated, considering
factors like unfunded
projects, unaccounted
flood-related projects,
and significant delays
leading to cost overruns.
The IMF suggested a
comparison of project
costs with the realistic
funding available in the
medium term for better
planning.

The report also
pointed out the ineffec-
tiveness of debt and
deficit ceilings in con-
taining expenditure, with
consistent breaches over
the years. Public debt
has consistently ex-
ceeded the 60 percent
ceiling since 2012. The

lack of a medium-term
planning document and
the absence of projects
in Vision 2025 were high-
lighted as challenges in
influencing budget deci-
sions effectively.

The IMF recom-
mended reviving five-
year planning in Paki-
stan, considering the lim-
ited fiscal space and the
need for growth drivers.
A medium-term plan
could address gaps in
public investment man-
agement and incorporate
changes in the national
and global landscape
since Vision 2025. The
report emphasized the
importance of climate-re-
silient infrastructure,
given Pakistan's expo-
sure to climate risks.

While acknowledg-
ing some improvements
in public investment
management through re-
forms, the IMF empha-
sized the incomplete
implementation of mea-
sures outlined in  the
Public Financial Man-
agement Act 2019 and
the 2021 Manual for De-
velopment Projects. The
report called for
strengthening.

Teenage accused seeks bail in Lahore deadly
road crash case

LAHORE (INP): An ac-
countability  court in
Lahore has acquitted
former prime minister
Shehbaz Sharif in the
Ashiana Iqbal Housing
Project reference.

Other accused in-
cluding former director
general of Lahore Devel-
opment Authority Ahad
Khan Cheema and in-
terim Minister for
Privatization Fawad
Hassan Fawad were also
exonerated in the refer-
ence. Judge Ali
Zulqarnain Awan an-
nounced the reserved
verdict on Saturday.

The other co-ac-
cused in the Ashiana ref-
erence were: Munir Zia,
Imtiaz Haider, Bilal
Qadwai, Sajjad Bhatta,
and Shahid Mehmood.

In his verdict, judge
Ali Zulqarnain Awan
said that allegations of
corruption against
Shehbaz Sharif, Ahad

Khan Cheema and oth-
ers could not be proved.
The NAB report had al-
ready given a clean chit
to all the accused, the
judge added.

The court has been
told that the decision of
the Supreme Court does
not stop the trial court
from deciding the
Ashiana reference.

According to the
verdict, the accused did
not take any advantage
in the Ashiana case. The
hearing on the case was
held on merit in the ac-
countability court. The
court did not find evi-
dence of corruption
against the accused, the
accused should be ac-
quitted. Shehbaz’s law-
yer told the court that in
the Ashiana Iqbal
Project, not a single
penny was lost to the
national kitty and none
of the accused got any
financial benefit. He said

that two other accused
Naeem Zia Pirzada and
Kamran Kayani were al-
ready acquitted in the
case. He said that the
Ashiana reference was
filed in 2018 and nothing
was proved during the
last five years.

The lawyer said that
the reference was made
to politically victimize
Shehbaz Sharif and
Ahmed Cheema. They
were sent to jail in bogus
reference. Earlier in May
this year, the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) had clered
Shehbaz Sharif, the then
prime minister, in the
Ashiana Housing scan-
dal. The Ashiana Hous-
ing scandal, which in-
volved allegations of ir-
regularities, had been a
highly contentious is-
sue. However, NAB’s re-
port had stated that no
concrete evidence of
corruption or misuse of

authority was found dur-
ing Bureau’s inquiry
which led it to give clean
chit to Shehbaz Sharif.

The report submit-
ted by NAB officials in
court had also empha-
sized that the accusa-
tions against Shehbaz
Sharif in the Ashiana
Housing scandal could
not be substantiated.
The inquiry was con-
ducted twice, and no evi-
dence was discovered to
support claims of any
wrongdoing.

The NAB report had
further highlighted that
Shehbaz Sharif did not
derive any personal ben-
efits from the Ashiana
Housing project. The
evidence presented had
indicated that public of-
ficeholders did not ex-
ploit their positions for
personal gain, nor did
they cause any financial
losses to  the govern-
ment treasury.

LAHORE (INP): Teenage
accused, Afnan Shafqat,
who was involved in the
deadly road crash in
Phase-VII of the De-
fence Housing Author-
ity (DHA), seeks bail
from court on Saturday.

The sessions court
conducted hearing of the
bail petition of accused
Afnan. The court sum-
moned the case record
from police.

“The accused has

been nominated in road
mishap in Defence. It
was an accident,” de-
fence lawyer pleaded.

The lawyer while
pleading for releasing
the accused on bail, said
that the accused has
been an underage youth.

The complainant’s
lawyer said that the FIR
of the case included
clauses of the anti-terror-
ism law. “The accused
should be sent to the

anti-terrorism court for
bail in the case,” coun-
sel said.

The plaintiff’s law-
yer also pleaded to court
to dismiss the bail plea
of the accused Afnan.

It was earlier learned
that teenage accused,
Afnan Shafqat, ‘inten-
tionally’ rammed his car
into the car of the victim
family, in the deadly road
crash in DHA.

The incident re-

sulted in the loss of six
members of family includ-
ing Rukhsana Bibi (45),
her son Husnain (25),
daughter-in-law Ayesha
(23), her son-in-law
Sajjad (30), four-month-
old grandson Huzaifa,
and granddaugh ter
Anaya (4).

The family had just
reached DHA Phase VII,
when a reckless car
driven by Afnan collided
with the vehicle.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi addressing the 18th Convocation ceremony of the Riphah
International  University.

JAMSHORO:  Vice Chancellor of Liaquat University of Medical and Health Science Prof. Dr Ikram
Din Ujjan visits during the Pre-entry test for admission to the Liaquat University of Medical & Health
Sciences (LUMHS) at Jamshoro.

QUETTA: Former Speaker Balochistan Assembly Rahila Durrani and Allama Maqsood Ali Domki
take part in a protest against Israeli aggression on Palestine organized by Majlis Wahdat Muslimeen
forn of QPC.

HYDERABAD: Vice President Pakistan Society of Internal Medicine Sindh Prof, Bikha Ram ad-
dressing during world diabetes day seminar organized by Pakistan Society of Internal Medicine
Sindh.
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IIOJK heading towards se-
vere power crisis as KPDCL

mulling more power cuts

PPP has been fully prepared for elections,
says Asif Ali Zardari

Repatriation of illegal Afghans from Pakistan
continues as 235,821 people returned to Kabul

More than 500 Rohingya refugees land
in Indonesia

ACEH (INP): Three boats
filled with more than 500
Rohingya refugees landed in
Indonesia's westernmost prov-
ince on Sunday, a UN agency
said, in one of the biggest ar-
rivals since Myanmar launched
a military crackdown on the
minority group in 2017.

The mostly Muslim
Rohingya are heavily perse-
cuted in Myanmar, and thou-
sands risk their lives each year
on long and expensive sea
journeys, often in flimsy boats,
to try to reach Malaysia or In-
donesia.

United Nations refugee
agency protection associate
Faisal Rahman told media one
boat had arrived in Aceh
Province's Bireuen district with
256 people aboard, while at
least 239.

Others arrived in Aceh's
Pidie region and a smaller boat

carrying 36 arrived in East
Aceh.

"They were found in sev-
eral spots," Rahman said Sun-
day.

Of the 256 aboard the
Bireuen boat, 110 were
women and 60 were children,
he said.

It was the same boat that
locals had pushed back out to
sea on Thursday, leaving it
stranded off the coast for sev-
eral days, according to
Rahman.

"It's confirmed... because
many people were identified by
security officials during the
landing," he said.

The latest arrivals mean
more than 800 refugees have
landed in Aceh Province this
week alone, after 196 arrived
on Tuesday and 147 on
Wednesday, according to local
officials.

The refugees were being
held at a temporary shelter
while awaiting a decision from
authorities on their fate, and
were mostly in good health.

Bireuen regional secretary
Ibrahim Ahmad told reporters
Sunday the decision would be
made by "other institutions".

In Pidie, Marfian, a
spokesperson for the local fish-
ing community who like many
Indonesians goes by one name,
confirmed to reporters that a
boat of nearly 250 refugees
landed overnight.

More than 2,000 Rohingya
are believed to have attempted
the risky journey to other
Southeast Asian countries in
2022, according to UNHCR.

Nearly 200 Rohingya died
or went missing last year while
attempting hazardous sea
crossings, the agency has esti-
mated.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The re-
patriation of illegal Afghans
from Pakistan continues as
235,821 people returned to
Kabul during the countywide
operation.

The apex committee of the
National Action Plan (NAP) in
a meeting on October 3,
chaired by Caretaker PM
Anwaarul Haq Kakar gave a
deadline to all foreign nation-
als living illegally in the coun-
try until October 31 to leave
voluntarily or face deportation.

According to official data,
472 families have returned to

Afghanistan in 236 vehicles
during last 24 hours.

The government of Paki-
stan is facilitating the illegal
Afghans in the repatriation pro-
cess at the Torkham and
Chaman borders.

So far, 235,821 illegal Af-
ghan nationals have returned
to their country after the dead-
line for voluntarily returning
expired on October 31. Earlier,
Caretaker Interior Minister
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti rejected
any ‘manhandling’ of illegal im-
migrants in Pakistan’s repatria-
tion process.

“Prime Minister
[Anwaarul Haq Kakar] has
given very clear instructions
that there should be no man-
handling of illegal immigrants
during the repatriation pro-
cess,” the interior minister said
while speaking on the Senate
floor. Sarfraz Bugti also as-
sured the House that any mis-
management on the borders
would be checked and sugges-
tions from the political leader-
ship in this regard would be
welcomed.  “No Afghan refu-
gee having legal documents has
been even touched,” he added.

DRAP confiscates fake
medicine, seals pharma-

cies in Karachi

SAPM stresses to ensure opportunities for
Pakistani manpower in KSA market

ISLAMABAD (INP): Special
Assistant to Prime Minister
(SAPM) on Overseas Paki-
stanis and Human Resource
Development Jawad Sohrab
Malik has stressed the need of
the close coordination and ro-
bust exchange of ideas among
the stakeholders of overseas
employment was of essential
to ensure capitalization of the
opportunities for Pakistani
manpower in the market of
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The government of Paki-
stan was fully committed to
support Pakistani community
in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

(KSA) and other countries, he
assured.

Jawad Sohrab Malik was
speaking during a meeting with
Pakistani community in Jeddah
on Sunday. He also interacted
with Saudi employers and
HRM Exec with focus on de-
veloping Pakistani workforce
in KSA.

During the meeting, the
SAPM highlighted the impor-
tance of human resource de-
velopment as per requirements
of Saudi market and economy.
He interacted with the Paki-
stani community on wide range
of issues including issues faced

by expatriates.
Jawad shared the ongoing

efforts being made by the Min-
istry of Overseas Pakistanis to
look after the interests of over-
seas Pakistanis, particularly
those living in the Kingdom and
ensure their welfare.

The event was attended by
a cross-section of the Pakistani
diaspora in Jeddah, including
businessmen, professionals,
and entrepreneurs.

The SAPM’s visit to KSA
was part of an effort to fur-
ther strengthen manpower em-
ployment cooperation between
the two countries.

KARACHI (INP): Former
president Asif Ali Zardari said
on Sunday that the country has
been moving towards transpar-
ent elections  on Sunday.

Talking to media Zardari
said that his People’s Party has
been fully prepared for the up-
coming general elections.

It is to be mentioned here
that the Election Commission
of Pakistan has announced that
the elections will be held in the
country on February 08 next
year.

He reposed his ‘full confi-
dence’ on the election commis-
sion to conduct a transparent

election.
Zardari, who has been co-

chairman of the PPP, claimed
that the People’s Party has
been the only political party of
the country with ability to con-
test elections in any environ-
ment.

He hoped that the PPP will
emerge as the majority party
in elections on Feb 08.

He was opined that a con-
ducive atmosphere prevails in
the country and stressed for
holding elections at fixed time.

Yesterday the envoys of
the UK and the United States
called on leaders of various

political parties, including the
PPP and PML-N, to seek their
input about the prospects for
polls and their concerns about
electioneering.

UK High Commissioner
Jane Marriott met PPP leader
Asif Ali Zardari in Karachi,
days after a similar meeting
with Nawaz Sharif in Lahore.

US Ambassador Donald
Blome while held a meeting
with PPP leader Yousaf Raza
Gilani in Multan, he also met
former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif and Istehkam-i-Pakistan
Party leader Jahangir Khan
Tareen in Lahore.

SRINAGAR (INP):  Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir is heading towards se-
vere power crisis as the Kash-
mir Power Distribution Corpo-
ration Limited (KPDCL) is mull-
ing additional power cuts due
to persistently inadequate power
allocation to it.

According to Kashmir Me-
dia Service, the current power
allocation of 1300 MW is a sub-
stantial decrease from the 1700
MW received during the same
period last year, indicating a se-
vere shortage that threatens to
deepen Kashmir’s electricity
woes.

A senior official from
KPDCL has raised a red flag
over dwindling power alloca-
tion, saying, “We are contem-
plating further extending power
cuts as the current allocation is
insufficient, especially consid-
ering that peak demand during
winter can exceed 2000 MW.”

The senior official said that
in absence of sufficient power
allocation, KPDCL might have
no choice but to revise the ex-
isting curtailment schedule and

implement a new one with even
fewer hours of power supply.

The gravity of the situation
is underscored by the fact that
power cuts have become so
severe that monthly power con-
sumption in Kashmir has plum-
meted by 30 to 40 million units
compared to last year.

“The unscheduled and fre-
quent distress cuts, resulting
from a reduction in allocation,
have wreaked havoc at the grid
level. This has led to an unstable
load curve, causing a cascad-
ing effect of higher peak loads
and stress on power infrastruc-
ture, aggravating the power sce-
nario and escalating curtail-
ments,” a KPDCL official said.

As the power crisis contin-
ues to tighten its grip across
north Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict, the consequences are no-
where more palpable than in the
vital health institutions scattered
across the district. The worst
affected health institutions are
the sub district hospitals and
scores of other institutions, es-
pecially the Primary Health Cen-
tres in the district.

KARACHI (INP): The Drug
Regulatory Authority of Paki-
stan (DRAP) conducted an
inspection of the pharmacies in
Karachi, confiscated fake
medicines, and sealed several
medical stores in Karachi on
Sunday. The Caretaker Health
Minister of Sindh directed the
relevant authorities to initiate
a crackdown against the profi-
teering and fake medicine sell-
ers in the province.

Following the instructions,
a team from the DRAP in-
spected the pharmacies in
Karachi and sealed several
medical stores in different lo-
calities who were allegedly
found guilty of selling fake
medicines. The Ministry of
Health also sealed the medical
stores in DHA, which were
allegedly selling Heparin injec-
tions for Rs 3500, which was
priced at Rs 800.

Dr Nadeem lauded the ef-
forts of the DRAP team and
stated that the team should
take strict action against the
elements found guilty of loot-
ing the citizens.

MIH arranges organized a breast cancer
awareness program

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Maroof
International Hospital (MIH) in
collaboration with the National
Press Club (NPC) organized a
breast cancer awareness program
here on Saturday.

Addressing the event, speak-
ers urged women to regularly
conduct self-examination and self-
diagnosis for the early detection
of breast cancer.

Haroon Naseer the CEO of
Maroof Int’l Hospital appreciated
the efforts and interest of the First
Lady, who is leading the breast
cancer awareness campaign in the
country.

He also vowed her resolve to
continue organizing such aware-
ness activities for breast cancer
awareness for the masses.

He added the awareness
campaigns have contributed to an
increase in reported cases of
breast cancer patients and de-
creased death ratio. Haroon
Naseer expressed satisfaction
with the continued support of the
breast cancer awareness program

through screening facilities at
Maroof Int’l hospital.

Addressing the seminar Dr.
Mir Waheed, Medical Director
MIH said that worldwide, female
breast cancer has surpassed lung
cancer as the most commonly di-
agnosed cancer.

An estimated 2,261,419 new
cases of breast cancer were diag-
nosed in women across the world
in 2020.

The prevalence of breast can-
cer is the highest in Asian coun-
tries like India and Pakistan.

He said that it had been re-
ported that approximately 178,388
new breast cancer cases were reg-
istered in Pakistan in 2020.

At some stage of life, one in
nine Pakistani women had become
the patient of breast cancer, Dr.
Waheed added.

During the panel discussion
Associate Prof. Dr. Saira
Mehmood said, in Asia, Pakistan
has the highest rate of breast can-
cer. She said young women also
present at advanced stage of

breast cancer, which has a nega-
tive effect on prognosis.

Dr. Yasser Rehman Medical
Oncologist, Dr. Nabia Tariq HOD
OBS and Gynae, Dr. Aisah Amin
HOD Radiology and Ms. Zubia
Zubair Psychologist and Psycho-
therapist of MIH, and Shakeela
Jaleel a journalist were the panel-
ists while Dr Gulafshana Hafeez
Gynecologist and Rubina Afzal
HOD Corporate Business were
the moderators.

They said that a number of
breast cancer cases at the early
stages have almost doubled in
different hospitals of the country
due to awareness and an increase
in reporting. They added that
health of women is essential to
achieve the dream of a healthy
Pakistan. They said that healthy
and active women can play their
role in the socio-economic devel-
opment of the country.

Senior journalist and Finance
Secretary of National Press Club
Nayyar Ali also addressed the
seminar.

RIYADH:  SAPM on Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development, Jawad Sohrab Malik
visits Alfanar HQ in Riyadh.

CHINA: A woman makes pictures of children blooming with leaves in a park in Jahangir Du District,
Yangzhou City, East Jiangsu Province.

QUETTA: PML-N Provincial President Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail pose for a group photo with
Fatema Farooq Mengal on her joining the party.

ISLAMABAD: First Lady Begum Samina Arif Alvi, along with others cutting the ribbon to inaugurate
the Pakistan Foreign Office Women's Association{PFOWA} annual Charity Bazaar 2023 at the
Foreign Office.


