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Stone crushing plant on the Western outskirt of Quetta, the provincial capital of
Balochistan. Photo Daily Quetta Voice

Quetta’s Cry for Clean Air: Urgent Action Needed
Against Hazardous Crushing Plants

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Quetta, the capital

of the Balochistan province, finds
itself in the grip of a severe crisis
as crushing plants operating on
its outskirts continue to pose an
imminent threat to human life.

These plants not only release
toxic chemicals into the air but also
contribute to water pollution, re-
sulting in dire consequences for
respiratory health and the overall
ecosystem.

Alarming Rise Of
Respiratory And
Allergy Diseases:
Dr. Shireen Khan

Dr. Shireen Khan, a promi-
nent chest physician, has
sounded the alarm about the
alarming rise in respiratory and
allergy diseases, directly attribut-
ing them to the hazardous emis-
sions from these crushing plants.
Compounding the issue is the sig-
nificant influence wielded by the
owners of these plants, hindering
necessary actions to safeguard
public health.

A senior official from the
Balochistan Environment Depart-
ment, speaking on the condition
of anonymity due to the sensitiv-
ity of the matter, has acknowl-

threat they pose to their health. It
is crucial for the government to
listen to  the concerns of the
masses and take decisive steps
to address this pressing issue.

Sealing Plants Impera-
tive For Public Health

While sealing these plants is
imperative for public health, it is
equally vital for the authorities to
ensure the provision of alterna-
tive locations for stone crushing.

This move would not only
mitigate the environmental impact
but also safeguard the livelihoods
of thousands of people currently
employed in these plants.

In the face of the escalating
health crisis and environmental
degradation, we urge the govern-
ment to prioritize the well-being
of its citizens.

The time for action is now,
and the government must demon-
strate its commitment to the health
and safety of the people by swiftly
addressing the issue of hazard-
ous stone-crushing plants in
Quetta, the capital of Balochistan.

The inaction of today jeop-
ardizes the well-being of future
generations, making it imperative
for the authorities to act respon-
sibly and decisively.

edged the influential role of the
plant owners.

This underscores the ur-
gency for the government to in-
tervene and address this critical
issue that directly impacts the well-
being of the citizens of Quetta, the
capital of Balochistan.

Plants Dangerous
For Ecosystem and

Human Life
Environmentalists have la-

beled these crushing plants as
extremely dangerous for both the
ecosystem and human lives.

 Faiz Kakar, a former
Balochistan health minister and
environmentalist, emphasizes the
urgent need for practical action,
declaring that the hazardous
plants must be sealed without fur-
ther delay.

The citizens of Quetta have
persistently demanded the clo-
sure of these stone-crushing
plants, recognizing the imminent

Dust-blowing near a container passing in the Western Bypass area
of Quetta close to a stone-crushing plant: Photo Daily Quetta Voice

Public servants
should not be ad-

dressed as ‘Sahib’:
Chief Justice Qazi

Faez Isa
Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: Chief
Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Jus-
tice Qazi Faez Isa on Tuesday
ordered that public servants
should not be called ‘Sahib’
(master).

 “This unnecessarily el-
evates the status of public ser-
vants”,  the top judge of the
country observed during court
proceedings.

The top judge barred the
use of the word today in an or-
der pertaining to a bail plea.
The case in question involved
the murder of a child in
Peshawar last year.

The police had nominated
the petitioner, Javid Khan, in
the first information report on
the basis of  statements re-
corded by the victim’s rela-
tives.

In his plea filed in the apex
court, the petitioner had con-
tended that the relatives’ state-
ments did not stand reason and
sought bail in the case.

Balochistan Cabinet El-
evates Healthcare Funding,

Ensures Transparency
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: In a signifi-
cant development, the Balochistan
Provincial Cabinet, led by Care-
taker Chief Minister Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki, convened
its fourth meeting at the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat. The meet-
ing addressed crucial matters
aimed at enhancing public welfare
and resolving ongoing concerns.

Increased Annual Grant for
Thaleselma Unit in Gwadar
Teaching Hospital: One of the
notable decisions made during the
meeting was the substantial in-
crease in the annual grant for the
Thaleselma Unit in Teaching Hos-
pital Gwadar.

The grant, earmarked for
Zakat of Balochistan, witnessed
a boost from one million to ten
million rupees.

This move underscores the
government’s commitment to ad-
vancing healthcare infrastructure
in the region.

Digital Disbursement of
Fixed Aid for Transparency: The
Cabinet also emphasized the
adoption of a digital disbursement
system for fixed aid amounts, en-
suring transparency in financial
transactions.

This step aligns with modern
governance practices, leveraging
technology to streamline pro-
cesses and enhance accountabil-
ity.

Merit-Based Selection for
Advisory Council of Balochistan
Revenue Authority: In a bid to
strengthen the legal wing of the
Advisory Council of the
Balochistan Revenue Authority,
the Cabinet approved the request
for data to select experts on merit.

 This move aims to ensure the
appointment of qualified individu-
als, fostering efficiency and integ-
rity in the authority’s operations.

Approval of Balochistan
Succession Certificate Rules
2022: The Cabinet greenlit the
Balochistan Succession Certifi-
cate Rules 2022, marking a crucial
step in streamlining legal pro-
cesses related to succession mat-
ters. This decision is expected to
simplify the documentation and
legalities surrounding succession
certificates, providing clarity for
citizens.

Committee Formed to Ad-
dress University Conflict: Ac-
knowledging the recent quarrels
and conflicts at Lasbela Univer-
sity, the Cabinet formed a com-
mittee comprising caretaker pro-
vincial ministers Qadir Bakhsh,

Prince Ahmad Ali Baloch, and
Amanullah Kunrani.  The commit-
tee will delve into the motivations
behind the incidents, uncover
facts, and work towards a resolu-
tion, emphasizing the
government’s commitment to
maintaining peace and harmony
in educational institutions.

Caretaker Government’s
Commitment to Efficient Service
Delivery: Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki
reiterated the government’s dedi-
cation to addressing urgent mat-
ters and resolving issues faced by
the public.

 The focus is on making the
service delivery system more effi-
cient, ensuring that government
affairs run smoothly in line with
established policies and regula-
tions.

Punjab govt challenges SC verdict on ci-
vilians’ military trials

 The caretaker Punjab gov-
ernment filed an appeal in the Su-
preme Court (SC) on Tuesday
against the decision of a five-
member bench that had declared
the trials of civilians under the
Pakistan Army Act, 1952 as un-
constitutional.

In the widely praised Oct 23
ruling, the bench, comprising Jus-
tices Ijazul Ahsan, Munib Akhtar,
Yahya Afridi, Syed Mazahar Ali
Akbar Naqvi and Ayesha Malik
had declared that trying civilians
in military courts for their alleged
role in attacks on army installa-
tions during the riots that fol-
lowed PTI chairman Imran Khan’s
arrest were ultra vires the Consti-
tution.

The bench had also
emphasised that the cases of the
suspects involved in the vandal-
ism would proceed before crimi-
nal courts.

The SC had further declared
Section 2(1)(d) of the Army Act,
which elaborates on persons sub-
ject to the Act, to be in violation
of the Constitution and “of no le-
gal effect”. The court also de-
clared Section 59(4) (civil of-
fences) of the Act to be unconsti-
tutional. However, Justice Afridi
had disagreed with striking down
the sections.

The Punjab government’s
petition comes a day after the de-
fence ministry moved an intra-
court appeal challenging the Oct
23 verdict. Previous petitions were
also moved by the federal,
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa governments.

The petition, a copy of which
is available with Dawn.com,
named ex-chief justice Jawwad S.

Khawaja, one of those who suc-
cessfully petitioned the top court
against the military trials of civil-
ians, the federation of Pakistan
through the secretaries of Minis-
try of Defence and Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs, and the prov-
inces of Sindh, Balochistan and
KP as respondents.

The petition has not yet been
accepted for hearing.

The plea said that the events
of May 9 indicated a “premedi-
tated and intentional attempt to
undermine the country’s armed
forces and inhibit the country’s
internal security”.

It said that the petitions
against the military trials of civil-
ians were not maintainable before
the SC in its original jurisdiction
under Article 184(3) of the Con-
stitution. It said the challenges
raised in the original petitions
could have been adjudicated by
the high courts in their original
constitutional jurisdiction under
Article 199.

It further said that the SC ver-
dict was “not sustainable” as it
failed to set aside or decide the
fate of orders passed by anti-ter-

rorism courts under Section 549
(delivery to military authorities of
persons liable to be tried by court-
martial) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC).

It also contended that the trial
of accused persons, whether mili-
tary personnel or otherwise, could
not be challenged for being in vio-
lation of any of the fundamental
rights, including the rights en-
shrined in Articles 9 (protects the
life and liberty of all citizens), 10-
A (right to fair trial) and 25 (right
to education).

It further said that offences
under Section 2(1)(d) included
those under the Official Secrets
Act, which related to works of
defence or naval, military or air
force affairs, “which may be preju-
dicial to safety, interest, defence,
sovereignty and sanctity of Paki-
stan […].” The petition contended
that Sections 2(1)(d) and 59(4) of
the Army Act were “constitution-
ally insulated from a challenge on
the touchstone of fundamental
rights and the impugned order, to
the extent that it has failed to ap-
preciate this, has erred in law”.
NEWS DESK

PML N Supremo Nawaz
Sharif Calls On Maulana

Fazal ur Rehman
Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Muslim League (N) supremo,
Mian Nawaz Sharif called on
Maulana Fazal ur Rehman, the
Chief of Jamiat ul Ulema e Is-
lam (JUI) on Tuesday. The two
leaders discussed the prevail-
ing political situation in the
country.

Former Prime Minister,
Shehbaz Sharif and other cen-
tral leaders of the PML N also
accompanied Nawaz Sharif.
Sources within the JUI told
Daily Quetta Voice, that the
PML N supremo discussed the
fast-approaching general elec-
tions with the Maulana.

Central leaders of the JUI
were also present during the

meeting.
This is the first formal

meeting between Nawaz
Sharif and Maulana Fazal ur
Rehman since the return of the
former premier to Pakistan.

IHC declares notification
for Imran’s jail trial in

cipher case illegal
ISLMABAD: The Islamabad

High Court (IHC) on Tuesday de-
clared illegal the law ministry’s
August 29 notification for the jail
trial of PTI chief Imran Khan in
“judicial lockup” in the cipher
case.

The verdict, which was re-
served earlier in the day, was is-
sued on an intra-court appeal filed
by Imran against a single-member
bench’s decision approving the
ex-premier’s jail trial in the cipher
case. It must be noted that on Au-
gust 29, the IHC had suspended
the PTI chief’s sentence in the
Toshakhana case, but a special
court established under the Offi-
cial Secrets Act had directed jail
authorities to keep Imran in “judi-

cial lockup” in the cipher case.
A notification issued by the

law ministry the same day had
stated that the Law and Justice
Division had “no objection” to
Imran’s trial in the cipher case be-
ing held at Attock jail. In Septem-
ber, Imran was shifted to Adiala
jail.

In the verdict, an IHC divi-
sion bench, comprising Justice
Mian-gul Hassan Aur-angzeb and
Justice Saman Rafat Imtiaz, de-
clared Imran’s intra-court appeal
maintainable.

The short order said that the
notification issued by the law min-
istry on August 29 for Imran’s jail
trial was declared to be “without
lawful authority. NEWS DESK
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Violence on borderlands
Arifa Noor:

THE ongoing deporta-
tion of Afghan refugees
from Pakistan has stirred
a debate, within and
without. But this is a de-
bate which involves little
nuance. Overall, this
policy of the great push
westwards is to be sup-
ported and cheered be-
cause in a country where
we have perfected the art
of ‘othering’ even our
own, there has been little
effort to even under-
stand outsiders, such as
Afghan refugees who
have been in and out of
the country for decades
now.

However — with-
out going into the de-
tails of the decision and
its implementation —
this is not the first time
the state has decided
that its hospitality and
generosity have run their
course. A quick Google
search shows similar de-
cisions were made dur-
ing the time of Gen
Qamar Bajwa and earlier,
when refugees were sent
back after the APS attack.
Our habit of using old
scripts and tricks is not
limited to politics. It ex-
tends to all fields, which
is why textiles continue
to be the sector which is
expected to perform a
miracle for exports and
the economy.

To return to the is-
sue, the deportation of
refugees is a decision we
return to again and
again. We do so because
it appears that security

concerns drive decision-
making. This time around,
it was no different. The
decision came after an
uptick in terrorist attacks.
More than one govern-
ment functionary has
been at pains to point out
the involvement of Af-
ghan nationals in terror-
ist attacks while others
argue quietly that this is
a way to put pressure on
the government in Kabul.

Questions, however,
have been raised about
how effective this policy
can be. Some wonder if a
harsh drive to  send
people back will help im-
prove the security situa-
tion while others ask if
antagonising Kabul is
the way forward. Others
still have simply returned
to the fall of Kabul, shak-
ing their heads disap-
provingly over
Pakistan’s calculation of
expecting happier times
once the Taliban took
over. But at the risk of
inviting the wrath of
many, I wonder why our
raking up the past sim-
ply stops with the
change of governments
in Kabul. Why does it
not compel us to debate
or question a bit more?

For instance, it is
hard for people such as
myself who know little of
military strategy or con-
flict to understand why
the stupendous effort we
put in to defeat the TTP
in the northwest of the
country seems, in hind-
sight, to  have simply
pushed them out of Paki-

stan into Afghanistan.
With a change of regime
in Afghanistan, the
TTP’s relative freedom
there has led to a dete-
riorating security envi-
ronment in  Pakistan.
Would it be fair to think
we were wrong to an-
nounce the defeat or
elimination of the TTP
earlier? Frankly, it wasn’t
mission accomplished,
was it? Perhaps I fail to
understand the complex-
ity  of the matter,
unversed as I am in se-
curity issues. But it does
remind me of a Sri
Lankan friend, who, over
a decade ago, said while
speaking of how the in-
surgency in his country
had been eliminated,
that it would prove far
more difficult for Paki-
stan. His country was an
island while we had po-
rous borders, he said.

I was sceptical of
his argument and more
confident of our own
abilities, but he had a
point it seems. As our
caretaker government
blows hot and hotter at
Kabul, I wonder if we
need to go back further
in our introspection and
ask if we should have
treated this as a more
complex issue than sim-
ply a military one. Before
anyone points to the
much-discussed but
least-implemented NAP,
it is noteworthy that
with our third hybrid set-
up in place, no one
seems to be interested in
implementing it. Perhaps

because no one is con-
vinced of NAP, and be-
cause as a state and so-
ciety, political ap-
proaches to complex is-
sues is a strategy we
abandoned a long time
ago. Indeed, as a soci-
ety we have developed
a consensus that
organisations such as
the TTP have to be elimi-
nated through force.

However, it is im-
portant to take into con-
sideration how such
groups came around.
For too long, not only
did the state encourage
radicalisation of ordinary
citizens, it also managed
large parts of
Balochistan and KP
through local strongmen
and groups. It was per-
haps cheaper to do this
than incorporate these
areas into the state struc-
ture, as were the main-
land areas of Punjab.
When some of them
turned rogue, the solu-
tion was to use force to
eliminate them and/or re-
place them with others.
This is as true of the
tribal areas of
Balochistan as it was of
former Fata. This is how
the original distinction
between good and bad
Taliban came into being;
because the state was
and is so used to the co-
operation of local
strongmen.

However, what was
not addressed was the
larger, illegal economic
network in which these
people operated —

which also illicitly in-
volves some administra-
tive arms of the state —
or the issue of extending
a more ‘normal’ state ap-
paratus in the shape of
law enforcement, a judi-
cial system, etc. The
economy in the periph-
eries continued to run
along the bad old ways.
This continues to be the
case, even after the mili-
tary operations.

As a result, each
time there is anger or
consternation at an at-
tack, the reaction is a
crackdown, which ends
up punishing people
whose livelihood is de-
pendent on the eco-
nomic activity on both
sides of the border. How-
ever, there is little debate
on why this entire eco-
system, so to speak, ex-
ists in the first place, and
whether or not it can be
eliminated through the
use of force and admin-
istrative actions. It is
simply easier to turn en-
tire regions into no-go
areas and control the
flow of information from
there, so those living on
the mainland can pre-
tend the only problem we
face is one of violence by
terrorists and that if we
can somehow kill them
or throw them out of the
country, Pakistan can go
back to happier times.
But the day we realise
the real culprit is  the
‘war economy’ running
in these areas, we will
come closer to finding
solutions.

Win hearts, forget the match
BY Jawed Naqvi:

Palestine conflict
BY Arif Hasan:

THERE’S a stark les-
son for sports enthusi-
asts in the international
cricket tournament that
concluded in Gujarat on
Sunday. Australia, which
had no national flags to
flaunt or drums to beat
in the world’s largest
cricket stadium, defeated
India, outplaying it in
every department of the
game.

Indian supporters,
on the other hand, broke
every rule of propriety in
cricket. They yelled jin-
goistic slogans, waved
the Indian flag fever-
ishly, whipped up lout-
ish decibels to the con-
sternation of the visitors,
and at one time the man-
agement switched off
stadium lights in  the
middle of the match for
fireworks, with scant re-
gard for how it could ad-
versely affect the play-
ers. In so doing they may
have broken a ground
rule or two.

The rival captain
made a quiet point about
the atmosphere.

“The crowd’s obvi-
ously going to be very
one-sided,” Pat
Cummins said in pre-
match comments. “But in
sport, there’s nothing
more satisfying than
hearing a big crowd go
silent … that’s the aim
for us tomorrow.” Aus-
tralia won with precision
bowling, fine fielding
and classy batting.

The current Indian
squad is among the most
talented, and was widely
tipped to lift the cup, but
it was pipped at the post
by a better team on the

day.
The question then

arises: if one can win a
match or do well in the
game without resorting to
misplaced nationalism,
then what was the zeal
and fervour aimed at from
the Indian supporters in
the blue?

There may be a po-
litical subtext to the
crowd’s antics, in
Ahmedabad in particular.
The city happens to be
the pride of Gujarat,
Prime Minister Modi’s
home state.

In parroting jingoist
slogans, the spectators
shared characteristics
with the crowd that
greeted Donald Trump at
the very same Narendra
Modi Stadium in Febru-
ary 2020. One can’t think
of any other Indian state,
leave alone another
country, where a stadium
resembled a politically
staged show. The
shabby treatment meted
out to Pakistani players
in the match against In-
dia reflected not sponta-
neous but induced
frenzy, which has an echo
in history.

Sports have been
weaponised since good-
ness knows how many
centuries. But let’s start
with Germany, where
Adolf Hitler staged the
Berlin Olympics to secure
legitimacy for his venom-
ous bile against Jews
and other minorities.
Jesse Owens, the black
American athlete, dis-
rupted the Nazi conceit
of Aryan supremacy by
winning four gold med-
als in the 1938 Games.
The Western world has

since exploited Owens’
athletic feat as an adver-
tisement against a rotten
worldview.

However, while it
propagated Owens’ tri-
umph ceaselessly, the
West was faltering in ac-
knowledging, leave
alone repenting for, its
own racist demons that
haven’t been completely
exorcised even today.
Yes, we certainly excel in
paying lip service to the
idea. But when it comes
to the crunch, murdering
half a million children in
Iraq could become
“worth it”.

It would be more
than three decades after
Owen’s statement be-
fore the US would move
to delegitimise racial in-
equality in public places,
not unaware that it was
nearly impossible to root
out the scourge of
exceptionalism that still
describes its politics at
home and abroad.

It peeps out of the
skin off and on in other
venues; for example, in
the criminal British in-
vention of a home for its
refugees in faraway
Rwanda. Or take the un-
flinching cohesion with
which powerful coun-
tries stand united to en-
dorse the ongoing exter-
mination of Palestinian
men and women and
thousands of children
that have perished in
Gaza in an unspeakable
vendetta against
someone’s terrorist acts.
Israel likens such brutal
assaults on Palestinians
in Gaza and West Bank
— inevitably with pow-
erful support — to mow-

ing the lawn.
As politics in sports

goes, the 1980 Moscow
Olympics were boy-
cotted to mark a high
point in the Cold War. A
communist country do-
ing extremely well in
sports threatened to
crack the myth of capi-
talist superiority in pro-
ducing champions.

Subsequently, a
rigged headcount
robbed China of its
promised turn to host
the Olympics. The West-
ern bloc again, in a sly
manoeuvre, supported
Sydney’s successful
candidature instead.
When Beijing’s turn
eventually came, it put
up an unparalleled per-
formance of majestic
grace and creativity
while increasing its tally
of medals.

Honduras, as we
know too well, went to
war for 100 hours with El
Salvador over a miscued
soccer match in 1969. A
lesser-known conflict
erupted between Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait in the
1980s during a GCC soc-
cer tournament. Years
before Saddam Hussein
walked into Kuwait, it
was feared that Saudi
Arabia would. The fault
lines haven’t disap-
peared.

Cricket, one be-
lieved, had remained
protected from the taint
of narrow politics. One
wonders if this was be-
cause the US and Rus-
sia didn’t play the game.
The sport in a larger
sense had remained
aloof from the malaise of
jingo ism, although

cracks appeared in its
wholesomeness when
Kerry Packer made
money the objective,
and Indian managers
honed it into a lucrative
craft.

There were and are
exceptions. The West
Indies at one point saw
cricket as a means to
show predominantly
white England, New
Zealand and Australia as
vulnerable to the black
man’s fury. Then there
was the boycott of ra-
cially segregated South
Africa. Otherwise, there
are intense cricketing ri-
valries sans politics like
the one between En-
gland and Australia, with
their amusing if some-
what sullen history.

Cricket contests be-
tween India and Pakistan
have also contributed to
competition and fellow-
ship alike. Anyone from
the old guard would be
wistful about the chem-
istry between the two
sides, and at the same
time, their enormous re-
spect for each other’s
ferocious talents. Both
countries have or have
had stars who com-
manded a following in
the other’s territory.

Mr Modi seems to
have made cricket an ex-
tension of his narrow
politics, the opposite of
the advice his peer A.B.
Vajpayee sagaciously
gave Indian cricketers
heading to Pakistan.

“Win the matches,
but also win the hearts.”
The spirit was missing in
Ahmedabad, but, hap-
pily, not in other parts of
India.

Godspeed Afghans
BY Shahzad Sharjeel:

THERE is no getting
away from them. Love
them, do not love them,
cannot ignore them?
From the attacks across
the Khyber Pass by the
marauders of yore, to
Bacha Khan’s burial in
Jalalabad, to Irfan
Pathan’s dance celebrat-
ing the Afghan cricket
team’s victory, they are
part and parcel of our
geo-emotional ecology.

A part we seem ea-
ger to parcel out to a
broader set of actors re-
sponsible for the situa-
tion. Unlike Iran, Paki-
stan did not restrict Af-
ghan refugees to special
zones for political expe-
dience. The ummah vs

the nation-state narra-
tive made the
naturalisation policy,
passport, visa, etc, look
like mere formalities.

Karachiites and the
rest of Sindh have rea-
sons to feel differently
about repatriating Af-
ghan refugees. In
Karachi, the Afghans
you see do odd jobs that
the middle class with a
voice feels no competi-
tion with. In rural Sindh,
the Afghans take up
jobs that locals are not
averse to, and the na-
tionalist leadership with
a voice amplifies their
concerns. Their contin-
ued presence, even in
Karachi, tilts the ethnic
scale in a direction that

does not suit the PPP or
the nationalists.

Even the ‘liberal-
progressive lot’, who
usually coalesce around
issues despite parochial
differences, seem di-
vided. Some find sympa-
thy for the Palestinians
and support for undocu-
mented Afghan refu-
gees’ repatriation hypo-
critical. This ignores the
fact that we do not share
a 2,600-kilometre-long
festering wound called
the Durand Line with the
Palestinians.

 They also did not
oppose our entry to the
UN, nor do they claim a
good chunk of Pakistan
as theirs. Pakistanis who
expect gratitude from Af-

ghans for more than four
decades of hospitality
must realise that things
do not work this way. If
you are made to feel be-
holden to someone, it
foments resentment. It is
human nature. No one
likes to be the object of
sympathy.

Similarly, our Af-
ghan friends, who think
Pakistan benefited from
their misery and the in-
ternational aid it received
by becoming a ‘bulwark
against communism’ or a
‘front-line state’ in the
war on terrorism, must
know that the very fab-
ric of Pakistani society is
inexorably fraying by the
unending war in Af-
ghanistan.

 Whatever mon-
etary benefits accrued,
they were pocketed by
those with a monopoly
over the Afghan, Indian,
and nuclear policy.
When Afghan citizens
could not benefit from
trillions of dollars
pumped directly into the
country by the US and
its sundry allies, how can
their Pakistani counter-
parts benefit from the in-
direct largesse of these
masters of proxy wars?

Despite our obei-
sance to Iqbal and his to
Nietzsche, we insisted on
gazing into the abyss of
‘strategic depth,’ which
is staring back. Afghani-
stan is a sovereign state
that cannot be

anybody’s backyard.
Pakistan must let Af-
ghanistan be. The Af-
ghans can decide to be-
friend whomever they
want. We cannot tell Af-
ghanistan how many In-
dian consulates general
it can host. If we feel
threatened by it, we must
safeguard our interests
from our side of the bor-
der, not through proxies.
Pakistan must tell Af-
ghanistan clearly that it
does not owe us any-
thing, and we do not owe
it anything. Friends do
not give because they
owe; they give because
they want to. That there
are racial and ethnic af-
finities on both sides of
the Durand Line is a

hugely complex issue
that cannot be ad-
dressed through force.
Political parties can be
banned, militias can be
disbanded, but one can’t
proscribe dreams. If
some people dream of an
Afghania or a
Pakhtunistan, labelling
them traitors and jailing
them on unsubstanti-
ated charges does not
make the dream go away.
Talk to them, respect
them, give them rights
over their resources;
prove the trade-off im-
practical, if you can, and
its benefits to be insig-
nificant compared to
what Pakistan can offer.
Ditto for Mehran and
Bolan. Ethnic ties do not

trump the basic human
need for dignity, safety,
and prosperity. Hun-
dreds of thousands of
Pakistanis do not migrate
to Canada, Australia,
Europe, etc, because
they feel a cultural affin-
ity with the people there.

Our Afghan friends
must know we don’t
harbour ill-will towards
them. It is time they went
home and played a role
in putting their house in
order. Whoever desires
to rule Afghanistan must
know they will have to
shoulder full responsibil-
ity, which includes the
homecoming refugees.

 Pakistan needs to
focus on minding its
own business.

Balochistan Health Card Initia-
tive: A Lifesaving Revolution

Editorial:
The Balochistan government is on the verge of launching a highly anticipated
health card system aimed at addressing the healthcare needs of the region’s
population.

The provincial health department has set up dedicated booths within
select private hospitals in Quetta to facilitate the public. Obtaining medical
treatment through these health cards is expected to be a straightforward pro-
cess, with individuals simply required to send a message to 8500 to access all
the necessary information.

An Inclusive Program
The eligibility criteria are quite inclusive, as anyone possessing a national

identity card with a Balochistan province address can easily take advantage of
this service.  This groundbreaking healthcare initiative was originally con-
ceived during the tenure of the former Balochistan chief minister, Jam Kamal
Khan, who led the coalition government.

However, despite its initial proposal, the project remained stalled due to a
lack of political commitment and bureaucratic hurdles.

Over 2 Million Families To Benefit
The potential impact is substantial, as over 2 million families in Balochistan

stand to benefit from this healthcare initiative, with each family being allocated
Rs. 1 million for medical treatment.

The government has also taken a significant step by signing a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) with a private insurance company to ensure the
successful implementation of this project, which aims to address the long-
standing health issues faced by the people of Balochistan.

Govt Hospitals Paint A Bleak Picture
In Balochistan, government-run hospitals have long struggled to provide

adequate health facilities and access to healthcare professionals. As a result,
many of the affluent and middle-class residents opt for treatment in private
hospitals in Quetta or the more expensive hospitals in Karachi, primarily due to
the dire conditions in government healthcare facilities.

Governments in Balochistan have consistently claimed that health and
education are top priorities, yet translating these claims into meaningful action
on the ground has often proven challenging.

The introduction of this health card initiative represents a positive step
toward addressing one of the most pressing concerns of the local population.
With issues like inflation, unemployment, and alarmingly low social indicators
exacerbating the problems faced by the people of Balochistan, the implemen-
tation of this initiative could potentially offer a ray of hope if carried out
transparently and effectively.

THANKS to social me-
dia, a lot of information
has been provided to the
world regarding the
background, causes,
and the terrible casual-
ties in the Israeli war on
Hamas, which has
brough t about global
condemnation.

It has also shown to
the world that the so-
called international com-
munity (comprising the
US and European pow-
ers) supports the geno-
cide of Palestinians be-
ing carried out by Israel.
It has also made public
the manner in which the
international media is
manipulated, bough t
over, or coerced into fab-
ricating news by the in-
ternational community
and those anchors and
journalists who are not
willing to bow to their
pressure are sacked.

What has also
emerged in this conflict
is that the UN is being
seen as corrupt, with
many of its policymakers
and bureaucrats in the
global corporate sector,
part of which works in
coordination with pow-
erful Zionist lobbies.
Therefore, it is no sur-
prise that as soon as the
war began, corporate
entities donated over $2
billion to Israel in support
of its war on Hamas.

Also, for the first
time, stories from the
Bible have been openly
used by Israeli media,
civil society and politi-
cians, justifying the mur-
der of Palestinian women
and children and the oc-
cupation of Palestine by
the Zionists. According
to the Old Testament,
Moses asked the Israel-
ites to kill women and
children. This has been

Israeli policy for the en-
tire Arab-Israeli conflict
for over 70 years.

Other war-related
issues have also sur-
faced; one of them is re-
lated to the huge avail-
ability of petroleum and
gas on the Levant coast,
which Israel is exploiting
off the Gaza coast, and
is anxious to expand its
exploitation.

The oil extends
deep into Iraq, Syria, and
Lebanon and is the
cause of war in these
countries. It is  also
Israel’s desire to control
the Suez Canal, the ma-
jor source of revenue for
Egypt, or to create an al-
ternative that could sub-
stitute for the canal.

As a result of these
realities, one can safely
say that the UN is dead,
as it cannot uphold its
own human rights char-
ter and prevent or even
censor an unjust war
and occupation of an-
other country. Its fate is
becoming very similar to
that of the League of
Nations (1920-1946),
which ended in a world
war.

The presence of US
aircraft carriers in the
Eastern Mediterranean,
constant threats to
countries in the region,
and a very anti-US and
Israel population in the
Middle East can easily
expand into a regional or
international conflict.

An understanding
of these issues, thanks
to social media and an
effective Palestinian me-
dia campaign , has
brought out hundreds of
thousands of young
people, from all over the
world demanding a
ceasefire and freedom
for Palestine. It is impor-
tant to know who these

people are and why they
are protesting.

From all accounts,
most of them are from the
Z and millennial genera-
tions. They have been
educated to love human-
ity, the environment,
equality between all
races irrespective of
colour, not to body-
shame anybody, and to
stand for freedom of
choice.

Credit goes to their
teachers but also to
those who, in the 1960s
and 1970s, were the cre-
ators of the environmen-
tal movements and their
struggle for the imple-
mentation of human
rights.

A new world has
been born, and even if,
because of protest fa-
tigue, these movements
die down, they will cer-
tainly re-emerge. These
movements are also a re-
sponse to the failure of
the welfare state and the
search for a cause by the
young generation, which
is now suffering increas-
ingly in a global order of
economic fascism.

Many anchors have
drawn parallels between
the Algerian conflict
against the Fren--ch
(1954-1962) and the situ-
ation in Gaza. In 1956, the
casbah of Algiers, with
its narrow lanes and
c r o w d e d
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s ,
launched a movement
against the French,
which caused the French
to lose a large number of
their soldiers and sup-
porters.

The movement was
ruthlessly crushed
through rounding up
suspected supporters of
the movement and carry-
ing out summary execu-
tions.
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Gwadar Smart Port City Master Plan
in high gear

Pakistan attracted $31.7 million FDI
from China in October

APHC-AJK holds protest outside Indian
High Commission in Islamabad

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
AJK chapter held a
protest demonstration
outside the Indian
High Commission in
Islamabad on Tues-
day. The demonstra-
tion was led by
APHC-AJK Con-
vener Mahmood
Ahmad Saghar.

Speakers reiter-
ated the resolve of
Kashmiris to take the
martyrs' mission to its
logical end at all costs.
They said that India
was committing sys-
tematic genocide of
Kashmiris by killing

them in fake encoun-
ters while the troops
use drones and chemi-
cal weapons during so-
called search and
siege operations.

The leaders said
that India was trying to
change the Muslim
majority status of the
occupied territory into
a minority region by
massacring Kashmiri
Muslims. They
strongly condemned
the serious violations
of human rights in oc-
cupied Kashmir and
appealed to the inter-
national community to
play its role in prevent-
ing the ongoing human

rights abuses in the
occupied territory.

The leaders made
it clear that without
resolving the Kashmir
dispute in the light of
resolutions of the
United Nations and the
aspirations of the
Kashmiri people, sus-
tainable peace and se-
curity in South Asia
will remain a distant
dream.

 They urged the
United Nations and in-
ternational human
rights organizations to
play their role in the
early release of
Hurriyat leaders and
activists illegally de-

tained in the jails of
India and occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

Among those who
attended and ad-
dressed the event in-
cluded Ghulam
Muhammad Safi, Syed
Yusuf Naseem, Mir
Tahir Masood, Altaf
Hussain Wani, Sheikh
Abdul Mateen, Imtiaz
Wani, Chaudhry
Shaheen Iqbal,
Muhammad Rafiq
Dar, Engineer
Mahmood, Sanaullah
Dar, Sheikh
Muhammad Yaqub,
Nisar Mirza, Hassan
al Banna and Javed
Iqbal Butt.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan received a net
foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) of US$ 31.7
million from China in
October, bringing the
total FDI from the
friendly neighboring
country to $158 million
in the first four months
of FY 2023-24.

According to sta-
tistics released by the
State Bank of Pakistan

(SBP), the total inflow
from China in October
was $33 million.  Consid-
ering an outflow of $1.3
million, net FDI from
China was registered at
$31.7 million, Gwadar Pro
reported on Tuesday. In
October, total FDI from
countries worldwide
was recorded at $126.8
million, with China
emerging as the leading
contributor. In October,

the United Kingdom
emerged as the second-
largest investor with
$16.8 million, followed
by the United States with
$15.8 million.  As per the
provisional data from
SBP, during the first four
months of FY 2023-24,
Pakistan attracted $538.8
million in FDI from vari-
ous partner countries
worldwide.  Among them,
an FDI of $158 million

was received from China,
constituting 29.33% of
the total investment re-
ceived by Pakistan in the
July-October period of
FY 2023-24. In October
2023, the power sector in
Pakistan garnered a to-
tal of $48.2 million in FDI,
distributed across vari-
ous sub-sectors: $28
million in coal, $17.2 mil-
lion in hydel, and $3 mil-
lion in thermal.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Gwadar Smart Port City
Master Plan (2019-2025)
has picked momentum
with a flurry of high-qual-
ity development activi-
ties in 13 areas to shape
up the old-fishing town
into a modern city.

The activities in-
clude the progression of
the central business dis-
trict, rehabilitation of old
towns, remodeling of
roads, establishment of
parks, fostering of green
growth, designing of
ecological corridors,
mapping out of tourism
spots, digitalization, and
development of skill-
based economy, aiming
to lay down the founda-
tion of social and civic
amenities, trail-blaze new
business avenues and
making available state-
of-the-art health as well
educational facilities.

According to a
Gwadar Pro's report, 75-
page master plan docu-
ment was prepared by
China Communications
Construction Company
in conjunction with
Pakistan's Minister of
Planning, Development
& Reform and Gwadar
Development Authority.

Work has been com-
pleted on various water
supply projects in
Gwadar. In this regard,
two dams, Shadi Kaur
and Sowd, have been
completed and con-
nected to the city
through  pipelines.
Meanwhile, a sewage
water treatment plant has
been set up so that the
sewage water of Gwadar

could be used for irriga-
tion and agriculture, in-
stead of polluting the
coastline.

Gwadar Indus Hos-
pital also called Pak-
China Friendship Hospi-
tal for $30.5 million has
been completed. It will
provide the best medical
facilities to the people of
Gwadar district.  In the
initial phase, Gwadar
Port has gone digital as
the state of the fiber op-
tic cable network is
operationalized in true
letter and spirit, unveil-
ing modernization of E-
Custom at the Port for
easier and simpler trans-
shipment and container-
ized trade on commercial-
ized modules.

With the laying
down of fiber optic cable,
paperless custom proce-
dures have become fully
functional, transforming
Gwadar into a bustling
hub of regional and in-
ternational trade to Af-
ghanistan, Central Asia,
and China. Pakistan Tele-
communication Com-
pany Limited (PTCL)
completed the project of
laying down the fiber
optic cable.  The
Balochistan government
has approved a 'central
business district' over an
area of 2,500 acres in the
port city under the
Gwadar Master Plan.

The government
has also granted a tax-
free zone status to
Gwadar district, exempt-
ing the area from all pro-
vincial taxes in an at-
tempt to boost economic
activities, while a 280km

road network has also
been constructed.

Under the master
plan, a project of a break-
water at Jebel-e-Nuh for
the expansion of Port
Gwadar worth Rs. 42.19
billion has been
greenlighted.

The purpose of this
breakwater project is
mainly to provide ample
marine protection
against waves and mon-
soonal swells and meet
limiting (allowable) wave
conditions considered
safe for berthing.
Gwadar Port Breakwater
is designed to reduce
coastal erosion and im-
pacts of siltation at the
East Bay.

 Overall, the Gwadar
Port Breakwater will en-
able safe working at the
port, navigation, cargo
handling, berthing and
unberthing, dredging,
hydrographic surveys,
mooring, etc.  Pak-China
Technical and Vocational
Institute (PCT & VI) has
also been operational
providing advanced
skilled-based knowledge
to the youth of Gwadar.
Gwadar is going green
with a quantum leap from
barrenness to vegeta-
tion. Many green
projects have been pro-
ducing marvelous re-
sults.  These projects in-
clude Pak-China Friend-
ship Green Park, GDA
Central Park, GDA New
Town Family Park, Sun-
set Park, Gwadar Port
Free Zone Nursery, a tis-
sue culture Lab, and an
intelligent greenhouse in
the free zone area. Under

the agriculture eco-sys-
tem, projects regarding
Aloe Vera plantation and
Juncao, a name for fungi-
breeding herbaceous
plants, also known as the
"Magic Grass are the
new additions.

City arteries, small
and big, are blooming
with the plantation drive
mostly  on dedicated
road dividers. Marine
Drive and Syed Hashmi
Avenue (Old Airport),
Shaheed Capt Road, Pak-
China Friendship Road,
and many other internal
roads even pathways in-
side housing societies
have been wearing a
greener look.  The plan-
tation is also visible in
China-Pakistan Faqeer
Middle School, GDA
higher secondary
school, Bahria Model
Schools, Army Public
Schools, Allama Iqbal
Open University cam-
pus, Girls Degree College,
Boys Degree College,
National University of
Modern Language
(NUML) camps, Gwadar
Information Technology
(GIT), Gwadar Univer-
sity, DC office, Governor
House and GDA hospi-
tals.   "Under green ur-
banization vision uphold-
ing the high spirit of
"Gwadar Master Plan",
Gwadar life with saplings
and plants is now the or-
der of the day.   Trees,
plants and parks are the
new scenes. Leaves,
flowers and shrubs spell
green extravaganza in-
side Gwadar Port as well
as the city limits," said lo-
cal leader Noor Ahmed.

Cipher case: IHC reserves verdict on jail
trial of PTI chief

IHC hears Nawaz Sharif’s appeals in
Avenfield and Al-Azizia cases

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) resumed
hearing of former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif’s
pleas against convic-
tions in Avenfield and
Al-Azizia cases on Tues-
day.

His pleas against
convictions in account-
ability references were
earlier restored for hear-
ing by the court.

Pakistan Muslim
League-Naqa (PML-N)
supreme leader, who has
returned from self-exile in
London on October 21,
was reached to the
courtroom accompanied
by party leaders
Marriyum Aurangzeb
and Ishaq Dar.

A high court divi-
sion bench headed by
Chief Justice Aamir
Farooq resumed hearing
as Sharif’s lawyer Azam
Nazeer Tarar approached

the rostrum.
NAB’s deputy pros-

ecutor general Naeem
Tariq Sanghera, pros-
ecutors Afzal Qureshi
and Rafay Maqsood
were also present in the
court.

“How much time
you will take for argu-
ments on both appeals,”
Justice Aamir Farooq
asked Azam Nazeer Tarar.

“We will first
present arguments over
appeal in the Avenfield
reference”.

“The court has al-
ready given decision
over appeals of Maryam
Nawaz and Capt. Safdar
in Avenfield cas,” Amjad
Pervaiz Advocate said.
“The high court’s deci-
sion in the case was not
challenged thus the ver-
dict has become final,”
Azam Nazeer said.

“We have made
preparation for the

Avenfield  appeal to-
day,” Tarar further said.

How much time you
have required for argu-
ments on the appeal,
chief justice asked. “I
have required maximum
time of two hearings,”
Amjad Pervaiz replied.

“It is not necessary
that the arguments com-
pleted in two hearings,
we have to look over the
entire case,” court re-
marked. “In my view the
case has been maximum
of six hours,” Tarar said.

“I have heard the
appeal of the Avenfield
reference and knows
facts of the case. How-
ever, we both members of
bench didn’t hear the
appeal in Al-Azizia refer-
ence,” chief justice said.

“Do you require six
to eight hours for argu-
ments in Avenfield
case,” CJ IHC ques-
tioned the lawyer. “I

think we will require four
to six  hours,” Azam
Nazeer Tarar replied.

NAB Prosecutor
said that he will require
around half to two hours
for arguments. “ Is it
means that the NAB has
to say nothing,” chief
justice remarked.

“We are fixing the
hearing on next Monday,
if needed we will hear the
case daily,” the bench
said.

Tarar pleaded for
daily hearing of the case,
“We will not waste a
miniute” he further said.

“We are fixing the
hearing on Monday, the
time will be conveyed to
you,” Justice Aamir
Farooq said.

“Are you represent-
ing Nawaz Sharif,” Jus-
tice Miangul Aurangzeb
questioned. “I will assist
the court,” Amjad Pervaiz
replied.

BEIJING: Ambassador of Pakistan to China Khalil Hashmi in a group photo delegation of Chinese
Traditional Calligraphy artist from Beijing Delway Culture Communication Co. Ltd as part of China-
Pakistan Cultural  exchange event held at embassy of Pakistan in Beijing.

KARACHI: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Food Security & Research Dr. Kausar Abdullah
Malik inspecting the lab at department of Plant Protection office.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambassador-designate to Bulgariacalled on  President
Dr Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf  in group photo with participants of 5th
Pakistan Navy Industrial Seminar held at Bahria Auditorium, Karachi.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) Tuesday re-
served its verdict on the
intra-court appeal of
former prime minister
and PTI chief Imran
Khan against his jail trial
in the cipher case.

The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman is currently de-
tained in Adiala jail in
Rawalpindi on judicial
remand. A two-member
Justice Gul Hassan
Aurangzeb and Justice
Saman Rafat bench
heard arguments. Dur-
ing today’s hearing,
Salman Akram Raja com-
pleted his arguments.

Khan’s lawyer,
Salman Akram Raja told
the IHC that the part of
the trial that had taken
place before the cabinet
had notified the jail trial
was illegal. He pleaded
with the court to accept
the plea of his client
against the jail trial in the
cipher case. Attorney
General of Pakistan
(AGP) Mansoor Awan

told the court that the jail
trial was an open trial. He
admitted that Khan’s
family had not been al-
lowed into the courtroom
in the initial hearings but
he attributed it to the
fact that the room where
proceedings were held
was not big enough to
accommodate enough
people.

The AGP said the
trial of the case was initi-
ated on October 23. The
IHC has reserved its ver-
dict on the plea of the
PTI chief after the con-
clusion of arguments
from both sides.

The short verdict is
likely to be announced
today in the evening be-
tween 5 to 5:30 pm, ac-
cording to the Islamabad
High Court.

The first informa-
tion report (FIR) was reg-
istered on August 15
under the Official Se-
crets Act.  It was regis-
tered on the complaint of
the Home Secretary.
Former prime minister
Imran Khan and former

foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi were
nominated in the report,
while names of former

principal secretary Azam
Khan and former plan-
ning minister Asad Umar
were also mentioned.
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Pakistan stresses implementation of anti-poverty

declaration signed by world leaders in Sept

‘Students facilitation is our motto’,
says VC AIOU

PIDE’s 37th AGM, PSDE Conference
commences at BZU

Agricultural sustainability in Pakistan faces
huge challenges: Prof. Abid Ali

ISLAMABAD (INP): Vice
Chancellor, Allama Iqbal Open
University (AIOU), Prof. Dr.
Nasir Mahmood on Tuesday
said it was our motto to facili-
tate the students by using all
means of technology.

While chairing the Re-
gional Directors Conference
yesterday, the Vice Chancel-
lor presented his roadmap, vi-
sion, and mission regarding the
regional network.

Director General Regional
Services, Dr. Malik Tauqir
Ahmad Khan hosted the meet-
ing while all the regional direc-
tors participated online.

During the conference,
Dr. Nasir Mahmood empha-
sized the importance of using
modern technology by the re-
gional directors and their staff
to meet the modern require-
ments of education.

Dr. Nasir emphasized the
solution to the problems of stu-

dents at their doorstep.
He stressed that minor is-

sues should not require students
to come to Islamabad for their
resolution.

Dr. Nasir further stated
that the provision of a condu-
cive environment and facilities
for students is essential to boost
their confidence in the univer-
sity. He assured that the uni-
versity will ensure transpar-
ency in administrative, teach-
ing and examination matters.
In the second week of Decem-
ber, Regional Directors will
gather in Islamabad to discuss
and suggest ways to increase
enrollment.

All the Regional Directors
congratulated Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood on his appointment
as the permanent Vice Chan-
cellor and assured him of their
full cooperation and support.

Moreover, Directorate of
Regional Services invited

former Director, Regional Ser-
vices (1978 to 1995) Prof. Dr.
Azhar Hameed, at the Golden
Jubilee celebrations “Leader-
ship Stories”.

Dr. Azhar Hameed said
that the first open university
“The Open University” was
created in Great Britain while
we created the second Open
University in the world. We
started the teaching process
with the foundation course, af-
ter which we moved towards
PTOC and general education.

Azhar Hameed Khan said
that we have grown gradually,
today Open University has
gained worldwide recognition
and celebrating 50 years.

He presented his book
titled “We created the second
Open University of the World”
to Vice Chancellor, Prof. Dr.
Nasir Mahmood and DGRS,
Dr. Malik Tauqeer Ahmed
Khan.

UNITED NATIONS (INP): Paki-
stan has called for implementing
the Political Declaration, adopted
by last September’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) Sum-
mit, under which world leaders
reaffirmed their commitment to
eradicate poverty and hunger,
combat inequalities, and build in-
clusive and peaceful societies that
leave no one behind.

“These pledges and commit-
ments on development should be
endorsed by the Security Council
so as to transform these into bind-
ing obligations,’ Ambassador
Munir Akram said at the U.N. on
Monday.

In particular, the Pakistani
envoy emphasized that those
promises must be implemented to
expand concessional and grant
development finance, re-channel
the unused special drawing rights
(SDRs), provide urgent debt re-
lief, and meet climate commit-
ments, among others.

Speaking in  a Security
Council’s debate on the promo-
tion of sustainable peace through

common development, he voiced
support for the U.N.
Peacebuilding Commission’s ef-
forts to address the resolution of
conflict situations through the
promotion of development.

“Yet, no amount of develop-
ment can bring peace when
peoples are suppressed by for-
eign occupation and forcibly de-
nied of their right to self-determi-
nation as is happening in Pales-
tine today and in Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir,” Ambassador Akram
added.

Acknowledging the interde-
pendence between peace and de-
velopment, he said although hun-
dreds of millions of people have
been lifted out of poverty in the
past 8 decades, the Charter’s vi-
sion of prosperity for all the
“peoples” has yet to be realized.
“We live in an age of inequality,”
that had created the super-rich
and the super-poor.

Noting that development
progress made in the past few
decades has been halted and re-
versed – by the Covid pandemic,

climate change impacts and pro-
liferating conflicts., the Pakistani
envoy said 150 million people
have descended into extreme pov-
erty.

” Growing poverty and hun-
ger and the illegal exploitation of
natural resources are the princi-
pal causes of many of conflicts
and disputes among and within
states, such as in the Sahel and
other parts of Africa,” he said. Cli-
mate change is exacerbating the
scramble for scarce resources,
particularly water, and could lead
to the proliferation of conflicts.

Opening the debate, UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres
told the Security Council that no
peace is secure without inclusive
and sustainable development
which leaves no one behind.

“Human development lights
the way to hope — promoting pre-
vention, security, and peace”, the
UN chief said.

He added that advancing
peace and sustainable, inclusive
development must go hand-in-
hand. ISLAMABAD (INP): Agricultural

sustainability in Pakistan faces
huge challenges and only multi-
party cooperation should be our
bright future.

In order to improve this situ-
ation as soon as possible, all lev-
els of Pakistan are cooperating
with China to accelerate the de-
velopment of biological control
measures, said Abid Ali, Associ-
ate Professor of Entomology, Uni-
versity of Agriculture Faisalabad
(UAF) during an exclusive inter-
view with Gwadar Pro.

Some sugarcane growers
have introduced Trichogramma
species, and local governments
have adopted the method of re-
leasing lacewing egg cards to
prey on sucking insect pests in
order to protect the cotton indus-
try.

According to Ali, the Insti-
tute of Plant Protection of the
Chinese Academy of Agricultural
Sciences and the UAF jointly es-
tablished a laboratory to cooper-
ate in the sustainable pest man-
agement of major crops such as
corn, cotton, and locusts, includ-
ing personnel training, interna-
tional student exchanges, etc., to
study in depth the green plant
protection technology
(biopesticides such as phero-
mones, botanicals and toxins) that
IPPCAAS is good at.

China and Pakistan are both
countries with complex ecosys-
tems and rich species. And both
being major agricultural produc-
ers, the impact of climate change
is closely related to bilateral fu-
ture. “Climate change always dis-
rupt pest and disease control sys-
tems,”

 Ali points out, “temperature
fluctuations lead to increased re-
production and spread of pests,
and rising carbon dioxide concen-
trations are also likely to allow
pathogens such as fungi to

spread faster.
Extreme weather such as hail

and hurricanes seriously disrupt
the living environment of natural
enemies of pests, etc.”

In a broader sense, the over-
all cooperation among the Belt
and Road countries means more
possibilities for biodiversity pro-
tection in the context of climate
change.

Only through dynamic moni-
toring and sustainable manage-
ment of pests and diseases in
greenhouses or demonstration
bases of different areas can the
food security of all relevant coun-
tries be ensured.

Besides, cooperative re-
search projects and the establish-
ment of joint research laborato-
ries are encouraged, thus all BRI
countries can share cutting-edge
technologies such as drones,
multi-source information collec-
tion, spectral response mecha-
nisms, big data models, pest moni-
toring remote sensing cameras
and radar systems.

“Currently, many wildlife and
arthropod populations, such as
spiders, are used as biological in-
dicators of environmental pollu-
tion and climate change.

The migration of insects with
climate change is a huge challenge
for the current sustainable devel-
opment of agriculture. Therefore,
the future of sustainable agricul-
ture is important for protecting
biodiversity safety, reducing en-
vironmental damage and ensuring
food security.

Reducing chemical inputs,
intercropping, protecting
biodiversity, precision agriculture,
these key measures for sustain-
able agricultural practices and cli-
mate change mitigation activities
require not only China, Pakistan,
BRI countries, but also the joint
effort of the whole world,” Ali
added. “A range of factors, in-

cluding crop yields, pest popula-
tion dynamics and the overall sta-
bility of agricultural ecosystems,
are affected by climate change,
which has an influence on sus-
tainable agricultural productivity
that could not be underestimated,”
he said.

Not long ago, Professor Ali
just delivered in invited speech
entitled Insect Community Ecol-
ogy in Pakistani Agro-Ecosystem
with Reference to BRI at the In-
ternational Conference on
Biodiversity Conservation and
Ecological Security jointly orga-
nized by College of Life Science
of Shenyang Normal University
and UAF.

“Research showed that
China and Pakistan share many
common pests, including Fall ar-
myworm, Tuta absoluta, locust,
cotton whitefly, fruit fly, aphids,
things like that. In recent years,
these pests have had an increas-
ing serious impact on ecological
balance and food security due to
climate change.”

Ali told Gwadar Pro, “I have
been involved in China-Pakistan
ecological protection cooperation
since 2010. At present, Pakistani
farmers are still highly dependent
on pesticides in the agricultural
production, while China has car-
ried out comprehensive pest man-
agement through green control
technologies on a large scale.

Obviously, Pakistan lacks a
strong, efficient pest monitoring
and early warning technology
(such as insect radar and other
monitoring tools).

The domino effect caused by
the misuse of pesticides is that
China closely monitors the maxi-
mum residence limits/levels of
pesticides in agricultural prod-
ucts, but Pakistan lacks such as-
sessment tools. Such vicious spi-
ral has caused huge obstacles to
the export of our specialties-

MULTAN (INP): The 37th annual
general meeting (AGM) and Con-
ference of the Pakistan Society of
Development Economists (PSDE)
organized by Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE)
in in  collaboration with
Bahaduddin Zakariya University
(BZU) Multan, commenced at
Jinnah Auditorium of the varsity
on Tuesday.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the Conference, Vice-
Chancellor of PIDE and President
of the PSDE Dr Nadeem Ul Haque
emphasized the significant con-
tributions of Mahbub ul Haq to
PIDE. He also highlighted PIDE
& PSDE’s role in asking pertinent
questions and engaging in
impactful research exploring the
country’s wide-ranging socio-
economic issues.

Dr. Nadeem stressed the
need for a paradigm shift in think-
ing and the importance of asking
critical questions. He said that the
economic system in Pakistan is on
a "life support system." Dr.
Nadeem said that there is an im-
mediate to explore challenges
such as exchange rates, unem-
ployment, and the aid-debt trap.

The PIDE Vice-Chancellor
stressed the need for investment.
He said that in Pakistan no one is
concerned with investment, while
everyone’s primary concern is
poverty. Thus, the focus should
be shifted to investment and find-
ing ways to increase it. Regard-
ing the economic and develop-
ment plans in Pakistan, he pointed
out the irony of having too many
plans yet too little development.

Dr Nadeem further pointed
out that the solution to our eco-
nomic quagmire is not getting
more debt. He criticized the over-
reliance on loans, particularly from
institutions like the IMF, and lik-

ened going to the IMF repeatedly
to going to the emergency ward.
He said that Pakistan was in the
perpetual cycle of aid-debt traps
involving IMF, donors, consult-
ants, and Transparency Interna-
tional. Dr Nadeem also questioned
the effectiveness of raising taxes
and the lack of challenges to con-
sultants in the development pro-
cess.

In the secretary’s report, Dr
Iftikhar Ahmad, Secretary of the
PSDE, reiterated PIDE’s desire to
initiate and collaborate on further
research with researchers in South
Punjab. He said that in this year’s
conference, two panel discus-
sions are focusing on South
Punjab, featuring panellists from
academia and regional centers. He
highlighted the need for
inclusivity by bringing students
from all around Punjab to the dis-
cussions, which PIDE has been
doing for over 4 years now.

The first panel discussion of
the Conference was on “Foreign
Aid: Boon or Bane?” The discus-
sion was moderated by Shahid
Mahmood, Research Fellow at
PIDE, Asad Hayauddin, Former
Secretary of the Economic Affairs
Division, Tobias Haque, Lead
Country Economist for Pakistan
at the World Bank, and Naveed
Aziz, Senior Governance Advisor
to the FCDO.

The moderator said  that
since 1950, Pakistan has received
over USD 200 billion in foreign aid.
A significant chunk of the foreign
aid has been in the form of loans.
Also, a large amount of aid has
been “tied aid.” He said that the
donor agencies influence major
policy decisions. However, there
is a dearth of cost-benefit analy-
sis of the projects. Despite con-
tinued aid programs and projects,
the human development indica-

tors of the country remain abys-
mal. During the last two decades,
net resource transfer from Paki-
stan has turned negative, with re-
payments amounting to over USD
80 billion. He said that the major-
ity of the debt and aid accumu-
lated during this period was for
the balance of payment support.

Asad Hayauddin remarked
that the Pakistani government
continues to lack direction. Con-
sequently, we turn to the donors
to help set our development di-
rection. Pakistan’s strategy for
long has been external resource
mobilization for short-term gains.
He said that India and Bangladesh
have also turned to the IMF, but
they stuck to the plan to reverse
the crises. Pakistan, on the other
hand, deviates from the agreed-
upon path after gaining some
sense of stability following sup-
port from the IMF and other do-
nor agencies. He said that over
60% of the aid and loan provided
by the US to Pakistan since the
1960s has been for budgetary
support with no direct impact on
the general public of the country.

Tobias Haque said that there
are numerous examples where
countries came to the donors with
a homegrown development plan
and sought development agen-
cies’ financial and technical assis-
tance. On the other hand, in Paki-
stan is that there exists no indig-
enous development plan.

Thus, Pakistan needs to de-
velop a crisp indigenous devel-
opment plan and then seek do-
nors’ assistance. In such a case,
the donors will have very little
wiggle room to deny assistance
on Pakistan’s terms. He further
emphasized that unproductive
utilization of aid can have disas-
trous impacts on the country’s
macroeconomic balances.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Information, Broadcasting and Parliamentary Affairs
Murtaza Solangi called on Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Netherlands Henny De Vries, called on Caretaker Federal Minister for
Finance, Revenue, and Economic Affairs, Dr. Shamshad Akthar at Finance Division.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior, Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti witnessing the Paki-
stan vs Tajikistan FIFA World Cup Qualifier match as Chief Guest.

OKARA: chairman Benazir Income Support Program (BISP) Dr Amjad Saqib interacting with woman
beneficiaries of BISP at BISP office Okara.


