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Quetta Green Bus Driver
Suspended: Reckless Driving

Prompts Swift Action
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In a decisive move
by the Balochistan Transport De-
partment, a green bus driver in the
provincial capital faced suspen-
sion following a viral video de-
picting reckless driving. The foot-
age, which circulated widely on
social media on Wednesday morn-
ing, captured the driver’s careless
maneuvers, raising concerns
about passenger safety.

Chief Minister Ali Mardan
Domki took swift notice of the in-
cident and, in response, ordered
a thorough inquiry into the mat-
ter. Concerned about the poten-
tial risks posed by such behavior,
the Chief Minister directed the
Transport Department to sus-
pend the driver promptly.

Video Drew Public
Attention

The video’s circulation drew
public attention, emphasizing the
importance of accountability in
ensuring road safety.  This inci-
dent serves as a stark reminder of
the potential dangers associated

with irresponsible driving prac-
tices. The government’s decisive
action reflects a commitment to
maintaining the highest standards
of safety within the transporta-
tion sector.

Social Media Holds
Individuals Accountable

The Chief Minister’s inter-
vention underscores the signifi-
cance of leveraging social media
to hold individuals accountable
for their actions. By addressing
the issue promptly, the govern-
ment aims to send a clear message
about the zero-tolerance policy
towards reckless driving, priori-
tizing the safety and well-being
of passengers in Balochistan.

Green Bus Service is consid-
ered to be one of the success sto-
ries of the Balochistan Public-Pri-
vate Partnership Project. Eighth
buses carry more than 10,000 pas-
sengers in the provincial capital.
“Zero tolerance against such reck-
less driving”, Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan, the Chief of BPPP said.

1,20,000 Afghan Refugees
Repatriated Via Pak-Afghan

Border Chaman
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Balochistan
Caretaker Information Minis-
ter, Jan Achakzai on Wednes-
day informed that so far
1,20,000 Afghan refugees have
been repatriated via the Pak-
Afghan border Chaman. Ad-
dressing a press conference at
the Quetta Press Club, the
Minister briefed the media
about the ongoing crackdown
against the illegal immigrants
in the province.

Over 2,00,000 NICs
Blocked In Balochistan

Mr. Achakzai said police
have detained over 2000 ille-
gal immigrants and handed
them over to Afghan authori-
ties at the border. About the
blocked NICs, the minister in-
formed that the National Da-
tabase Authority (NADRA)
has blocked more than 2,00,000
suspected cards. “NADRA is
investigating the blocked
NICs”, he mentioned.\

He however said that no

policeman would be allowed to
disrespect any illegal immi-
grant. “We want to ensure their
respectable repatriation”, he
said. This is an order from the
federal government to make
sure respect of every indi-
vidual, he added.
Crackdown Across

The Country
The Minister stated that

the crackdown was across the
board and that no specific com-
munity was being targeted by
law enforcement agencies.
“Police have the right to check
every suspected person”, he
said.

The caretaker information
minister vowed that the gov-
ernment and the law enforce-
ment agencies were commit-
ted to eliminating the curse of
terrorism from Balochistan.
Scores of successful opera-
tions have been conducted to
neutralize terrorist gangs, he
said.

Indian rescuers drill two-thirds
of way to 41 trapped workers
Uttarakhand: Indian rescu-

ers have drilled two-thirds of the
way through debris towards 41
workers trapped in a collapsed
road tunnel, officials said on
Wednesday, warning that the next
24 hours could be critical.

Engineers are working to
drive a steel pipe through at least
57 metres of the tonnes of earth,
concrete and rubble that have di-
vided the trapped men from free-
dom since a portion of the under-
construction tunnel in the north-
ern Himalayan state of
Uttarakhand collapsed 11 days
ago. Looking into the Silkyara tun-
nel entrance on Wednesday, an
AFP journalist could see sparks
flying as workers welded metal
tube sections together, with the
site busy as excavators and heavy
trucks brought in equipment.

“I am very happy to share …
that 39m of drilling has been com-
pleted,” said Mahmood Ahmad, a
road and highways ministry offi-
cial involved in the operations.

“If there is no blockage, we
hope there could be happy news
late tonight or tomorrow,” Ahmad
told reporters at the site.

“We are moving forward at a
fast pace,” he added. “Stay hope-
ful, pray that the pace continues.”

However, he warned that the
remaining section yet to be drilled
was critical. Rescue efforts have
been slow, complicated by falling
debris as well as repeated break-
downs of crucial heavy-drilling
machines.

The giant earth-boring ma-
chine last week ran into boulders,
and drilling was put on hold for
more than three days after a crack-
ing sound in the roof.

Uttarakhand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on Wednes-
day spoke of the “positive
progress made in the last 24
hours”, without further details.

But a government statement
also noted that “timelines pro-
vided are subject to change due
to technical glitches, the challeng-
ing Himalayan terrain and unfore-
seen emergencies.”

In case the route through the
main tunnel entrance does not
work, blasting and drilling have
also begun from the far end of the
unfinished tunnel, nearly half a
kilometre long. NEWS DESK

SC seeks responses from federation, FIA on Imran’s
bail plea in cipher case

1,20,000 Afghan refugees have been repatriated via the Pak-Afghan border Chaman.

Balochistan Govt To Finance 11 Pales-
tinian Students In BMC

Education Desk:
QUETTA: The

Balochistan government
has announced to provide
scholarships to 11 stu-
dents studying in the
Bolan Medical University
on Wednesday.

Caretaker Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Ali
Mardan Domki took to
social media network X
and announced the deci-
sion of the government in
this regard.

”Our government will
bear all educational ex-
penses of Palestinian stu-
dents”, Mr. Domki said.
He stated that the govern-
ment would also provide
free accommodation to all
11 Palestinian students.

2 soldiers martyred in IED blast in North
Waziristan: ISPR

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday issued no-
tices to the federation and Fed-
eral Investigation Agency (FIA)
and sought responses from them
on PTI Chairman Imran Khan’s
bail plea in the cipher case.

The cipher case pertains to a
diplomatic document that the
FIA’s charge sheet alleges was
never returned by Imran. The PTI
has long held that the document
contained a threat from the United
States to oust Imran as prime min-
ister.

The former premier and his
aide Shah Mahmood Qureshi, who
is also behind bars, were indicted
in the case on Oct 23. Both have
pleaded not guilty and ap-
proached the apex court for bail.

Earlier, the Islamabad High

process would have to start
afresh. It also said notifications
issued for conducting the trial in
jail were against the law and
spoiled the proceedings, includ-
ing the indictment of the PTI lead-
ers and the testimonies of four
witnesses.

Today, a three-member SC
bench, comprising Justice Sardar
Tariq Masood, Justice Ayesha A.
Malik and Justice Yahya Afridi
took up Imran’s plea and declared
it as admissible.

At the outset of the hearing,
PTI counsel Salman Safdar read
out loud the first information re-
port registered against Qureshi
and Imran in the case after which
Justice Masood inquired how far
the matter dated back to.

It is from 2022, the lawyer re-

plied.
At that, the judge said the

PTI had spent an entire year on
the case. He also highlighted that
some sections in the FIR men-
tioned two-year punishment while
others entailed lifetime imprison-
ment and the death penalty.

Justice Masood also chided
the FIA investigating officer for
appearing in court without notice.

Meanwhile, Justice Afridi
noted that the cipher case inquiry
had said the role of the co-accused
would be determined during the
investigation. “What did the in-
vestigator say about Azam Khan
in the final investigation report?”
he asked.

In his response, Safdar said
the probe did not convey a clear
stance. NEWS DESK

WAZIRISTAN: Two soldiers
were martyred on Wednesday af-
ter an improvised explosive device
(IED) exploded on a security
forces’ convoy in the Razmak area
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North
Waziristan district, the military’s
media affairs wing said.

In a statement, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) iden-
tified the martyred soldiers as 33-
year-old Lance Naik Ehsan
Badshah and 30-year-old Lance
Naik Sajid Hussain.

“Sanitisation operation is
being carried out to eliminate any
terrorists present in the area as
the security forces of Pakistan are
determined to eliminate the men-
ace of terrorism and such sacri-
fices of our brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve,” the ISPR
said.

2 killed, 2 injured in
Bajaur blasts

Meanwhile, two people were
killed while two others were in-

jured in two separate blasts in
KP’s Bajaur, according to officials.

Bajaur Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police (DSP) Sattar Khan
told Dawn.com that the first inci-
dent occurred in Dama Dola area.

He said three people affiliated with
the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam were on
their way to a funeral when a
planted explosive device deto-
nated. The DSP said two people
were killed while the third was in-
jured. Khan said that second blast
was also of a similar nature and
took place in Manizo area. He said
that a man travelling in a car was
returning home when a planted
explosive device detonated, com-
pletely wrecking the vehicle.

The police official said the
injured person was moved to the
District Headquarters Hospital for
treatment. A day earlier, the ISPR
said that a soldier embraced mar-
tyrdom in an IED blast in North
Waziristan, while separate intelli-
gence-based operations in Dera
Ismail Khan and South Waziristan
districts.NEWS DESK

Court endorsed Imran’s indict-
ment, disposing of his plea
against the same, but had also in-
structed the special court judge
to ensure a “fair trial”. Last week,
the court halted trial court pro-
ceedings against the PTI chief
while hearing his intra-court ap-
peal.

Yesterday, the court declared
illegal the proceedings of the ci-
pher case, meaning that the entire
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Quetta’s Cry for Clean Air: Ur-
gent Action Needed Against Haz-

ardous Crushing Plants
Editorial:
Quetta, the capital of the Balochistan province, finds itself in the grip of a
severe crisis as crushing plants operating on its outskirts continue to pose an
imminent threat to human life. These plants not only release toxic chemicals
into the air but also contribute to water pollution, resulting in dire conse-
quences for respiratory health and the overall ecosystem.

Alarming Rise Of Respiratory And Allergy Diseases: Dr. Shireen Khan
Dr. Shireen Khan, a prominent chest physician, has sounded the alarm

about the alarming rise in respiratory and allergy diseases, directly attributing
them to the hazardous emissions from these crushing plants. Compounding
the issue is the significant influence wielded by the owners of these plants,
hindering necessary actions to safeguard public health.

A senior official from the Balochistan Environment Department, speaking
on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the matter, has ac-
knowledged the influential role of the plant owners. This underscores the
urgency for the government to intervene and address this critical issue that
directly impacts the well-being of the citizens of Quetta, the capital of
Balochistan.

Plants Dangerous For Ecosystem and Human Life
Environmentalists have labeled these crushing plants as extremely dan-

gerous for both the ecosystem and human lives. Faiz Kakar, a former Balochistan
health minister and environmentalist, emphasizes the urgent need for practical
action, declaring that the hazardous plants must be sealed without further
delay.

The citizens of Quetta have persistently demanded the closure of these
stone-crushing plants, recognizing the imminent threat they pose to their health.
It is crucial for the government to listen to the concerns of the masses and take
decisive steps to address this pressing issue.

Sealing Plants Imperative For Public Health
While sealing these plants is imperative for public health, it is equally vital

for the authorities to ensure the provision of alternative locations for stone
crushing. This move would not only mitigate the environmental impact but
also safeguard the livelihoods of thousands of people currently employed in
these plants.

In the face of the escalating health crisis and environmental degradation,
we urge the government to prioritize the well-being of its citizens. The time for
action is now, and the government must demonstrate its commitment to the
health and safety of the people by swiftly addressing the issue of hazardous
stone-crushing plants in Quetta, the capital of Balochistan. The inaction of
today jeopardizes the well-being of future generations, making it imperative
for the authorities to act responsibly and decisively.

Balochistan’s Climate Crisis: Impact, Causes, and Solutions
Chandni Kakar:

Balochistan, a region
of unique geological di-
versity and a long coast-
line is grappling with se-
vere climate change chal-
lenges. This article
delves into the causes
and consequences of
climate change in
Balochistan, shedding
light on its impact on
agriculture, water re-
sources, and the overall
ecosystem. Additionally,
it explores the global
context of climate
change, its implications
on the region, and poten-
tial solutions to mitigate
its effects. The Unique
Ecosystem of
B a l o c h i s t a n
Balochistan’s geological
diversity, including
rocky mountains and
sandy plains, creates a
distinct ecosystem.
However, these unique
features also make it vul-
nerable to climate
change.

Deforestation and
Substandard Fuel:

Primary Causes Ex-
perts attribute large-
scale climate change in
Balochistan to defores-
tation, especially  the
cutting of juniper forests
in Ziarat, and the use of

substandard fuel in win-
ter. These practices have
increased carbon levels
in the atmosphere and
disrupted rainfall pat-
terns.
Impact on Agri-

culture
Impact on Agricul-

ture and Water Re-
sources Climate change
has negatively impacted
agriculture, causing
fruits and crops to suf-
fer. Decreased rainfall
and snowfall have led to
a significant drop in the
underground water level,
affecting both farmers
and the overall land-
scape.

Migration and
Economic Conse-

quences:
The scarcity of wa-

ter and extreme heat have
driven people to migrate
to urban centers like
Quetta in search of em-
ployment opportunities.
Reduced agricultural in-
come from fruit sales has
further strained the
region’s economy.

Health Implica-
tions During

Severe Droughts:

Past severe
droughts in Balochistan,
such as the one from
1997 to 2002, resulted in
widespread health is-
sues, including diseases
like Congo virus, famine,
TB, malaria, and hepati-
tis, particularly affecting
vulnerable populations,
including infants and
young children.
Overexploitation

of Tubewells
and Falling

Water Levels:
Balochistan faces

the challenge of over
50,000 legal and illegal
tubewells  extracting
large quantities of
groundwater daily, lead-
ing to a rapid decline in
underground water lev-
els, exacerbating the wa-
ter crisis.
Global Climate

Change and
Balochistan’s
Rising Tem-
peratures:
Provincial Secretary

of Environment and Cli-
mate Change, Niaz
Ahmed, emphasizes that
climate change is a glo-
bal problem. Balochistan

is experiencing rising
temperatures, with
Quetta reaching up to 41
degrees Celsius, high-
lighting the urgency of
addressing climate
change.
Pakistan’s Role

in the Global
Climate Crisis:

While Pakistan’s
contribution to global
climate change is minimal
(less than one percent),
it ranks high on the Ger-
man Watch Index for
countries severely af-
fected by climate
change.

Impact on
Weather Sys-

tems and Melt-
ing Glaciers:

Climate change has
disrupted weather pat-
terns, affecting mon-
soon rains and wester-
lies in the region.

The rapid melting of
glaciers, partly caused
by a deadly heatwave,
has further strained wa-
ter resources.
Multiple Fac-
tors and the

Way Forward:

Balochistan’s cli-
mate crisis is a result
of multiple factors, in-
cluding infrastructure
weaknesses, popula-
tion growth, poverty,
and political instability.

Addressing these
challenges and imple-
menting effective cli-
mate change mitiga-
tion strategies are cru-
cial for the region’s
future.

Conclusion:
B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s

unique ecosystem and
geographical charac-
teristics have made it
particularly vulnerable
to the effects of cli-
mate change.  Defores-
tation, overexploitation
of water resources, and
rising temperatures are
exacerbating the crisis.
Recognizing the global
nature of climate
change and adopting
effective mitigation
measures are essential
for safeguarding
Balochistan’s environ-
ment, agriculture, and
overall well-being. The
writer is a Balochistan-
based journalist and can
be contacted
@kakarChand97707

Elections or selection?
By Zahid Hussain:

‘THE more the things
change, the more they
stay the same.’ That tru-
ism can be applied to
Pakistan’s power poli-
tics. The same old game
that we have witnessed
many times in the past is
being played out yet
again on our political
stage, with the charac-
ters only swapping roles.

While one former
prime minister has been
consigned to ignominy,
another has been pulled
out of disgrace and has
returned as the favourite.
The game of musical
chairs is on.

With just a few
months left for polls, the
outcome, it seems, has
already been decided.
The field is now being
cleared for a former
three-time prime minister,
who is  bidding for a
fourth stint, with the
main challenger having
been demolished.

Indeed, elections in
Pakistan have never
been considered com-
pletely free and fair but
what is happening now
has made a mockery of
the entire democratic
process.

It appears that an-
other process of selec-
tion, with the most bra-
zen pre-poll manipula-
tion, is underway. That
makes the legitimacy of
the democratic transition
extremely doubtful.
What is happening now
has perhaps not been
witnessed even under
military rule. The disman-
tling of the failed project
has been turned into an
exercise in vengeance.

While incarcerated
former prime minister
Imran Khan has already
been barred from the elec-
toral process, a large
number of PTI leaders
and activists are either in
prison or have been
forced to quit the party.
After being ‘disap-
peared’, they are brought
before TV screens to re-
nounce their association
with the party.

This shameful spec-
tacle has been going on
for some time but even
this atonement, it seems,
is not enough: the quit-
ters are also forced to join
the newly established
‘king’s party’ if they want
to be completely cleared.
Even local-level party
activists are not being
spared. Meanwhile, a
smear campaign has
been launched against
the PTI leader on a tamed
electronic media.

There is not even a
modicum of media free-
dom left. The caretaker
government is nothing
more than a front for the
powers that be and has
gone beyond its man-
date, which is limited to
overseeing elections and
ensuring they are fair and
free.

In fact, the interim
administration is now
being used as an instru-
ment to carry out pre-poll
manipulation.

This is the environ-
ment in which the next
elections will be held.

Meanwhile, the re-
turn of former prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif after
four years of self-exile
under VVIP protocol in-
dicates a change in the

wind. Although he is still
engaged in a complex le-
gal battle to get rid of his
conviction so that he can
stand in the elections, he
is already out in the field
campaign ing for his
party.

True to our political
tradition, several
electables and groups
have jumped onto the
PML-N bandwagon.
The widespread percep-
tion of the
establishment’s support
for it seems to have
raised the party’s stakes.

Ironically, the PML-
N has not only inducted
many members of the
Balochistan Awami Party
but has also forged an
alliance with the party,
which, it had alleged,
had been created by the
establishment to under-
mine the PML-N govern-
ment in the province.

Interestingly, the
BAP, which is a con-
glomerate of tribal chiefs
and local influentials,
has also been part of the
coalit ion cobbled to-
gether by the establish-
ment to prop up Imran
Khan’s hybrid regime.

The MQM, too, has
entered into an ‘alliance’
with the PML-N. The de-
velopment gives an in-
dication of the post-elec-
tion coalition set-up.
While the main battle-
ground is Punjab, the
PML-N will still need the
support of regional par-
ties to consolidate its
stake.

The formation of
the king’s party under
the banner of the
Ist ehkam-i-Pakis tan
Party has added a curi-

ous element to the plot.
Founded by Jahangir
Tareen, a former close
aide of Imran Khan, the
party almost entirely
comprises PTI defec-
tors.

While some
electables from south
Punjab have joined the
party sensing that time
was up for the PTI, many
others have taken its
cover to escape perse-
cution. The project
seems to be a part of
political engineering to
produce a ‘positive’ re-
sult in the elections.
There are clear indica-
tions that the group will
ultimately align itself
with the PML-N-led coa-
lition.

It looks like that the
stage is set for the return
of a PML-N led govern-
ment. But things may
not go as smoothly as
planned, given contin-
ued public support for
the PTI. Despite the
crackdown and move to
completely demolish its
organisational structure,
the party refuses to die.

Though in prison,
Imran Khan still com-
mands huge support.
Moreover, the elections
generate their own dy-
namics, affecting the
situation closer to the
polls.

The fear of a pos-
sible backlash has prob-
ably been the reason
why the establishment
has been stepping up its
crackdown against the
PTI in recent weeks. But
it will be difficult to rig
the votes.

It is not surprising
that the PPP leadership

has also expressed con-
cern over the fairness of
the electoral process. It
fears being marginalised
in the ongoing power
tussle that could limit the
party to Sindh.

That also may be
the reason why PPP lead-
ers have stepped up
their attacks  on the
PML-N. The party seems
alarmed by the PML-N
forming an alliance with
the MQM and the Grand
Democratic Alliance led
by Pir Pagara. The situa-
tion is likely to get uglier
as the election date ap-
proaches.

All this doesn’ t
bode well for the demo-
cratic process.

 A disputed election
could further destablise
the country, which is al-
ready facing multiple
challenges.

The widespread
perception of the party
going to the hustings
with the blessings of the
establishment could
badly damage the PML-
N’s democratic creden-
tials. The party can come
to power with or without
Nawaz Sharif being prime
minister but it would be
hard for it to bring sta-
bility to a fractured pol-
ity.

The very percep-
tion of being installed
through tainted elec-
tions could inflict irrepa-
rable damage on the
party and the country. It
would be hard for the
next dispensation to re-
move its tag of a ‘se-
lected’ government. The
country can’t afford yet
another engineered po-
litical system.

Saving the world’s children
By Rafia Zakaria:

THIS past Monday
marked World Children’s
Day — a day when the
international community
comes together to com-
mit to a better future for
the world’s children. But
it has been a losing
battle. This year, the date
felt like a ‘commemora-
tion’ of just how futile the
world’s efforts have
been in this regard — a
complete failure, in fact.

Arguably, never be-
fore have so many im-
ages of so many inno-
cent lives lost passed in
front of our eyes as we
scrolled down the
screens of our phones.

According to a re-
cent report by Al Jazeera,
over 5,500 children have
been killed in the conflict
in Gaza so far. The report
asserts that since the
Hamas attack of Oct 7,
one child has been killed
every 10 minutes in Gaza.

Some 1,800 children

remain missing after the
Israeli response and are
believed to be dead or
dying under the rubble
of demolished homes
and buildings caused by
the bombing.

Around 9,000 have
been injured with “life-
changing conse-
quences”. One in every
200 children in Gaza is
now dead and many
more are expected to per-
ish in the days ahead as
Israel continues to rain
down bombs on a help-
less population.

The Israeli authori-
ties as well as much of
the Israeli public seem
oblivious to the utter in-
humanity of the bomb-
ing.

On World
Children’s Day, Israel
chose to  accuse the
United Nations of hav-
ing forgotten about the
children who have been
taken hostage by
Hamas; in the meantime,

the Israeli forces have
killed many thousands in
the Palestinian territory.

While the children
of Gaza continue to be
exposed to death and
suffering, there are oth-
ers elsewhere who are
also living in precarious
conflict zones, and
whose plight calls for
global attention.

According to
Unicef, one in five of all
children live amidst
armed conflict.

 They face displace-
ment and misery of all
manner, which under-
scores the fact that only
the wealthy get to have
a childhood.

 Take, for instance,
the children sent across
the US-Mexico border
every year without any
adults accompanying
them. Even though they
are children, they are de-
tained by US Immigra-
tion and Customs En-
forcement. These same

children who are put in
detention for walking
across the border would
have a completely differ-
ent life and future had
they been born a few
hundred miles further
north in the US.  It ap-
pears particularly tragic
that even the privilege of
having a childhood de-
pends on the accident of
birth.

The children who
are not getting bombed
or shot at aren’t doing
much better either. Al-
though it has been 34
years since the passage
of the Convention of the
Rights of the Child, mat-
ters have been going
from bad to worse.

According to
Unicef, one billion chil-
dren are currently living
in countries that are at
severe risk from the ad-
verse consequences of
climate change.

These children are
in danger of losing their

homes and being dis-
placed owing to the ef-
fects of climate change.

The ever-hotter
world and increasing
temperatures mean that a
great number of children
are at risk of starvation
because the crops they
rely on for nourishment
are threatened by new
climate patterns. The
consequences of the
Covid-19 pandemic have
produced some surpris-
ing effects on the health
of children as well. While
Covid-19 itself did not
target children, the many
controversies around
vaccination created an
unprecedented crisis for
inoculation against child-
hood diseases.

One in five children
alive today are “zero-
dose vaccinated or un-
der-vaccinated”. One
reason for this is that “in
May 2020, more than half
of all vaccination cam-
paigns in 57 countries

had to be cancelled or
postponed”. Since then,
many have not gone
back to what they used
to be. As a result, many
diseases that have been
wiped out are resurfac-
ing in all sorts of places.

Pakistan has also
been affected by this. In
addition to inadequate
outreach, there have
been suspicions on the
part of parents about the
vaccinations them-
selves. Much of the re-
luctance to have chil-
dren vaccinated is linked
to the Osama bin Laden
raid in 2011 and the fake
vaccination drive that
was initiated to identify
the Al Qaeda chief’s lo-
cation. The programme
has faltered not only be-
cause door-to-door vac-
cinators became a target
for terrorist attacks but
also because the
programme has been
underfunded. Unlike cli-
mate change and, it

seems, war, the
immunisation issue has
solutions. One of these
is to identify which of
the zero-vaccinated and
under-vaccinated chil-
dren can be identified. In
many cases, communi-
ties do not vaccinate
their children because of
beliefs that they now
hold about vaccination.
Sometimes, these mis-
conceptions can be eas-
ily addressed by com-
munity engagement.
Similarly, it is necessary
that those children who
missed vaccination are
inoculated. Finally, a lot
more investment needs
to be made in the Lady
Health Workers
programme since that re-
mains Pakistan’s best
bet to get children vac-
cinated again.

It is  particularly
tragic that in 2023, when
people can video-call
each other free of charge
from one end of the

world to the other, chil-
dren are still suffering
and dying from entirely
preventable diseases.

Now that it has
been more than a decade
since the Bin Laden raid;
it is time to start re-edu-
cating the public about
the necessity of vacci-
nations and the precari-
ous future faced by chil-
dren if they are not in-
oculated against dis-
ease.

In these bleak times,
it seems that all we can
offer most of the world’s
suffering children is our
empathy and prayers.

But we do have the
power to influence the
lives of the children
around us by being
cognisant of their needs,
their delicate minds and
hearts, their innocence
and purity.  It will not
solve all the problems
faced by children, but it
will be a good beginning
and can save lives.

Climate finance gap
By Jamil Ahmad:

THE upcoming UN Cli-
mate Change Conference
in Dubai will be tackling
tough questions on how
to curb rising tempera-
tures, control carbon
emission spikes, de-
velop efficient techno-
logical solutions, learn
from the first Global
Stock-take, and agree on
a new roadmap to realise
the Paris Agreement
aims. Climate finance will
be one of the toughest
questions.

Globally, efforts to
address climate change
face a lack of financial re-
sources to support de-
veloping nations reach
the Climate Convention
goals. The efforts are
constrained by the ab-
sence of sufficient
means of implementa-
tion, ie, financial re-
sources. Already under
debt distress, many de-
veloping countries are
forced to spend most of
their lean budgets on
debt servicing, leaving
little for sectors such as
health and education,
and diverting invest-
ment from climate action
and environmental pro-
tection. Constricted fis-
cal space in these coun-
tries relegates the issue
of global warming to the
back-burner. So, they
face serious challenges
in combating climate
change and expect injec-
tions of climate finance

from multilateral funding
avenues and bilateral
donors.

While there’s no
clear definition of what
constitutes climate fi-
nance, it is accepted as
a concept accommodat-
ing different types of fi-
nancial contributions
from a variety of sources
and mechanisms. The
Green Climate Fund, the
Global Environmental
Facility, the Adaptation
Fund, and other regional
and international finan-
cial institutions are set
to mobilise and disburse
funds. Bilateral arrange-
ments from donors, pub-
lic and private, supple-
ment these funds. The
Loss and Damage Fund,
once operationalised,
will be the latest addi-
tion.

Some of these fund-
ing mechanisms are not
well-endowed, while
others are not replen-
ished in a timely manner
to meet the rising needs
of climate finance in vul-
nerable countries. At a
time when climate
change threatens lives,
the inadequacy and in-
accessibility of climate
finance hinders the Glo-
bal South from taking
urgent action while cli-
mate costs rise sharply.

A recent study pub-
lished in the journal Na-
ture Communications,
found that the climate
crisis resulted in average

global costs of $143 bil-
lion per year for the last
20 years. For the year
2022, which saw multiple
climate-induced disas-
ters across the world, the
direct cost estimate was
$280bn due to storms,
heatwaves, floods,
droughts, and wildfires.
Pakistan alone suffered a
loss of $40bn in the same
year due to heavy floods.
The indirect costs of the
long-term impact associ-
ated with extreme
weather events — not
considered in the study
— would significantly
push up these figures.

Vulnerable countries
in Africa and Asia, in dire
need of climate finance,
are left exposed to the
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e
adve-rse impacts of glo-
bal warming, with 2023
being the hottest year
recorded. Last year, the
United Nations
E n v i r o - n - m e n t
Pro-gramme’s estimates
for adaptation costs
were in  the range of
$160bn to $340bn per
year by 2030 and $315bn
to $565bn by 2050 for de-
veloping countries. But
the financial needs of
developing countries for
adaptation have now
soared to $215bn to
$387bn by 2030, and pro-
jected to rise signifi-
cantly by 2050, going by
UNEP’s 2023 Adaptation
Gap Report, released ear-
lier this month.
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Pak-China venture Regal automobiles
launches its first EV Seres 3

Pakistani businessman explores textile op-
portunities in Shanghai

Former Governor Punjab Umar Sarfraz Cheema
pledges support for Imran Khan

Pakistani Rupee continues upward flight
against US Dollar

Pakistani Technologies Shine at the China
International High-Tech Fair

Israel recalls ambassador ahead of South African par-
liamentary vote to shut down Israeli embassy

SHENZHEN (INP): The
25th China International
High-Tech Fair (CHTF)
took place from Novem-
ber 15th to 19th in
Shenzhen, China, at-
tracting participants
from over 105 countries
and regions and featur-
ing the participation of
4,925 companies.

Among the partici-
pants, Pakistan stood
out by setting up a na-
tional pavilion where
representatives orga-
nized various themed
activities and show-
cased the nation's latest
technologies and prod-
ucts.

"This is a fantastic
exhibition that helps us
understand the overall
market in China, and our
aim is to foster more col-
laboration with China. I
have come across many
innovative ideas and
high-tech companies
and products from
around the world," said
Muhammad Shirjeel
Jamal, an exhibitor from
Pakistan.

He further men-
tioned that they brought
innovative ideas and so-
lutions related to VR,
software services, and
digital media markets.
"We have a total of four

products, including a
comprehensive restau-
rant management system
that provides operational
solutions for the restau-
rant industry.

Additionally, we of-
fer customer relationship
service systems and
UCN systems that facili-
tate communication be-
tween companies and
clients," he added.

"I believe CHTF is
one of the best exhibi-
tions in China, providing
us with an excellent plat-
form for communica-
tion." Rehan Wali, an-
other exhibitor from Pa-
kistan, told us that this

was his tenth time par-
ticipating in the fair, and
expressed his plans to
establish his own com-
pany in Shenzhen.

“Our company pro-
vides real-time chat ser-
vices through a web-
based live streaming
system. Customers can
utilize this system for in-
stant messaging, and the
system ensures uninter-
rupted response ser-
vices.

 Even if one is un-
able to respond to cus-
tomers online, the sys-
tem can handle the que-
ries and respond to ques-
tions.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistani Rupee
continued to strengthen
against the mighty US
Dollar, and started the
currency trading ses-
sion with an exchange
rate of Rs285.36 in the
interbank market after
experiencing gains of 43
paisas, appreciating by
0.15%.

On Tuesday, the
Pakistani Rupee closed
the day's session with a
rate of Rs285.79 against
the US Dollar in the in-
terbank market after wit-
nessing an increase of 18

paisas.
It had reached an

exchange rate of
Rs285.60 against the
mighty US Dollar in the
interbank market in the
afternoon after experi-
encing gains of 37
paisas, appreciating by
0.13%.  In the morning,
the Pakistani Rupee wit-
nessed another increase
against the mighty US
Dollar in the interbank
market and started trad-
ing at Rs285.50.

With this rate, the
Rupee saw an upward
trend of 0.18% in the in-

terbank market, as it
jumped by 47 paisas
against the Dollar.

On the first day of
the new trading week on
Monday, the Pakistani
Rupee had witnessed
further gains against the
US Dollar in the inter-
bank market and was
traded at Rs285.90.

Around Monday
noon, the Dollar saw a
drop of 60 paisas in in-
terbank trading against
the Rupee, depreciating
0.21%.  The currency had
closed Monday's ses-
sion by trading at

Rs285.97 against the Pa-
kistani Rupee.

In the open market
also, the Pakistani Rupee
saw a marginal gain and
was available for
Rs287.50 for selling and
Rs284.50 for buying.

In other news,
Pakistan's current ac-
count deficit improved
significantly to $1.1 bil-
lion during the July-Oc-
tober period of the on-
going financial year, as
compared to $3.1 billion
during the same period
last year in fiscal year
2023.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Regal Automobiles, a
technical venture be-
tween Dong Feng Sokon
(DFSK), the largest and
most reputed brand in
China and RP Group,
one of Pakistan's most
renowned business con-
glomerates launched
their first Electric Vehicle
(EV) Seres 3, in Pakistan.

Since the country’s
car industry welcomed a
number of electric ve-
hicles recently, this is
another update translat-
ing the way the auto sec-
tor is gearing itself to en-
hance green technology.

The launch marks a
significant milestone in
Pakistan’s automotive
industry and a major step
in addressing the rising
fuel costs and shifting
focus toward electric
cars in the country. 

According to
Gwadar Pro on Wednes-
day, official price, book-
ing details, and delivery
time have also been un-
veiled. 

According to the
company, the locally as-
sembled Seres 3 is priced
at Rs. 9,199,000. The
Completely  Built-up
Seres 3 was selling for
above Rs. 10 million. The
vehicle is expected to be
delivered by March 24,
2024.

The manufacturing
facility is located at a 26-
acre site in Lahore. The
products will be deliv-
ered to end customers
nationwide through a
strong network of 19 in-
dependent 3S
Dealerships spread
across the country.

The company has a
workforce of more than

200 people. It invests
heavily in training the
team members and man-
agement employees and
creating a culture of
high-performing and em-
powered teams who
work seamlessly across
the various processes in
search of quality and
continuous improve-
ment.

Pakistan is catching
a ride on the global EV
boom as statistics from
the International Energy
Agency (IEA) show that
in 2022, one in every
seven passenger cars
bought worldwide was
an EV, as compared with
one in every 70 just five
years earlier.

Last year, EV sales
rose by 55%, reaching a
total of 10.5 million, ac-
cording to the EV Vol-
umes sales database.

Pakistan, in its timely
joining the trend, is ramp-
ing up cooperation with
international EV giants
to amplify its own com-
petence.

A number of Chi-
nese companies such as
BAIC, Changan, JAC
Motors, Great Wall Mo-
tors, MG, FAW, and
Chery Automobile have
established their pres-
ence and even formed
joint ventures in Paki-
stan, driving the EV in-
dustry in the country to-
wards intelligence and
electrification.

While there is a long
way to go for Pakistan to
build the EV infrastruc-
ture, cut down EV prices,
and produce parts lo-
cally, we have a lot to
benefit from the technol-
ogy transfer from global
tycoons like China.

LAHORE (INP): In an in-
formal talk with the me-
dia outside the Anti-Ter-
rorism Court on
Wednesday, former
Punjab Governor Umar
Sarfraz Cheema ex-
pressed his unwavering
support for Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan
and condemned those
who have labeled Khan
as a "fitna" (chaos or dis-
cord).

Cheema asserted
that the events of May
9, 2022, benefited the
Pakistan Muslim
League-N (PML-N) and
the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), while genu-
ine PTI supporters were

unjustly targeted.
Cheema's remarks

came after the Anti-Ter-
rorism Court of Lahore
rejected the Lahore
Police's request for
physical remand of PTI
Punjab President Dr.
Yasmin Rashid and
Cheema in the Prime
Minister House Lahore
attack case. Both Rashid
and Cheema are already
on judicial remand in
connection with other
cases related to the May
9 violence.

During the court
hearing, the investigat-
ing officer sought 30
days of physical remand
for Rashid and Cheema
to investigate their al-

leged involvement in
conspiracy against the
country and the army.
However, Judge Abhar
Gul of the Anti-Terrorism
Court denied the re-
quest, citing insufficient
grounds for physical re-
mand. The court ordered
Rashid and Cheema to
remain in judicial cus-
tody until December 4
and directed the police
to continue the investi-
gation. It is noteworthy
that Rashid was initially
booked under the Main-
tenance of Public Order
(MPO) for her role in the
May 9 events. While the
Lahore High Court had
ordered her release on
May 13, she was re-ar-

rested within hours on
separate charges, includ-
ing involvement in the
Jinnah House attack.

Cheema's statement
reflects the ongoing po-
litical tensions in Paki-
stan following the May
9 incidents. His defense
of Khan and his criticism
of the PML-N and PPP
highlight the deep divi-
sions within the
country's political land-
scape. The court's deci-
sion to deny physical re-
mand for Rashid and
Cheema suggests that
the prosecution may face
challenges in establish-
ing their guilt  in the
Prime Minister House
Lahore attack case.

J O HA N N E S BUR G
(INP): Israel has recalled
its ambassador to South
Africa, Eliav
Belotserkovsky, back to
Jerusalem “for consulta-
tions” ahead of a parlia-
mentary vote in the Afri-
can country to decide
the fate of the Israeli em-
bassy on Tuesday.

The two countries’
diplomatic relations have
recently witnessed a rise
in tensions over the Is-
raeli war on Gaza. South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa previously
said his country believes
Israel is committing war
crimes and genocide in
Gaza, where thousands
of Palestinians have
been killed.

“Following the lat-
est South African state-

ments, the Ambassador
of Israel to Pretoria has
been recalled to Jerusa-
lem for consultations,”
Israel’s ministry of for-
eign affairs posted late
Monday on X, formerly
known as Twitter.

This came ahead of
a vote in South Africa’s
parliament on a motion to
shut down the Israeli
embassy and cut all ties
with Israel until a cease-
fire is implemented in
Gaza. The motion tabled
by the leftist opposition
party Economic Freedom
Fighters has the backing
of the ruling African Na-
tional Congress and
other smaller parties.

South Africa an-
nounced last week that
it had referred what it
called Israel’s “geno-

cide” in Gaza to the In-
ternational Criminal
Court for an investiga-
tion, with its cabinet call-
ing on the ICC Monday
to issue an arrest warrant
against Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

“Given that much of
the global community is
witnessing the commis-
sion of these crimes in
real time, including state-
ments of genocidal in-
tent by many Israeli lead-
ers, we expect that war-
rants of arrest for these
leaders, including Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, should be
issued shortly,” South
African minister in the
presidency, Khumbudzo
Ntshavheni, told report-
ers Monday.

Earlier this month,
South Africa recalled its
ambassador to Israel and
withdrew all its diplo-
matic staff from the coun-
try.

The conflict will also
be the subject of a vir-
tual meeting of BRICS
countries on Tuesday,
which will be attended by
leaders of the bloc, in-
cluding Ramaphosa,
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Chi-
nese President Xi
Jinping. The economic
bloc was formed by Bra-
zil, Russia, India and
China in 2009 and added
South Africa in 2010.
Iran, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emir-
ates, Argentina, Egypt
and Ethiopia are also set
to enter BRICS.

KARACHI: Pakistani stockbrokers monitor the share prices during a trading session at the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX) in Karachi, Pakistan, 22 November 2023. The Pakistani benchmark 100
index was up 58,233.34 with 861.76 points during the trading session.

CHINA: Parents drop their children off at school during snowfall in Harbin, the capital of China's
northeastern Hailongjiang province.

CHINA: Chinese President Xi Jinping addresses an extraordinary joint meeting of BRICS leaders on
the Middle East and Gaza ceasefire.

SHANGHAI (INP): 
“Recognizing the impor-
tance of the textile indus-
try for Pakistan’s
economy, the country
has been actively seek-
ing opportunities to up-
grade its manufacturing
capabilities. 

China, renowned
for its expertise in textile
machinery, has emerged
as a valuable partner in
this endeavor,” said
Waseem Bari, a Pakistani
businessman with a
keen interest in the tex-
tile industry who visits
the ongoing ITMA Asia
+ China International
Textile Machinery Exhi-
bition (CITME) in
Shanghai, according to
a report published by
Gwadar Pro on Wednes-
day. The event, which
runs from November 19
to 23, is renowned as
Asia's leading textile ma-
chinery exhibition, at-
tracting more than 1,500
textile machinery manu-
facturing enterprises
from 23 countries and
regions.  The exhibition,
which showcases the

latest advancements in
textile technology in-
cluding machinery, mate-
rials and digital solu-
tions, presents an ideal
setting for Waseem, who
has 10-20 years of col-
laboration with over 10
Chinese manufacturers,
to gain insights into the
latest trends and innova-
tions in the textile ma-
chinery sector.

As his 4th time vis-
iting ITMA Asia +
CITME, Waseem no-
ticed that many new
products were added to
the exhibition, including
the promotion of low
carbon energy saving,
the use of artificial intel-
ligence, the improvement
of quality control, the
ease of production and
the reduction of labor
input, reflecting the fu-
ture trend of the indus-
try.   To maintain the tex-
tile industry's leading
position in the country's
export contribution, Pa-
kistani textile enterprises
have been striving to
meet global standards in
terms of efficiency, pro-

ductivity and
sustainability amid a new
wave of scientific and
technological revolu-
tion. Waseem high-
lighted the need for con-
tinuous innovation and
investment in modern
machinery to enhance
the productivity and
competitiveness of the
Pakistan’s textile indus-
try.  He added that “Chi-
nese textile machinery
companies have been
providing cutting-edge
technologies, equip-
ment, and technical sup-

port to Pakistani textile
manufacturers by con-
ducting training instruc-
tions programs in Paki-
stan to educate local
manufacturers about the
latest advancements in
the machinery.”

The Pakistani gov-
ernment has been ac-
tively facilitating Pak-
China textile machinery
collaboration by provid-
ing incentives and creat-
ing a conducive busi-
ness environment for
Chinese textile machin-
ery manufacturers. 

CHINA: Chinese Vice President Han Zheng met Uzbekistan's Foreign Minister
Bakhtiar Saidov in Beijing.
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Sindh government bans sub-leasing of Awqaf De-
partment properties, orders rent review

DSP Umair Tariq Bajari, others booked in
Orangi Town dacoity case

KARACHI (INP): An under-
training Deputy Superintendent
Police (DSP) Umair Tariq
Bajari and two Shaheen Force
officials have been booked in
Karachi’s Orangi Town
dacoity case.

The cops were declared
guilty in a high-level police
probe.

DSP Umair Tariq Bajari,
Khurram and Farman along
with 20 others were booked in
the Orangi Town heist case
under charges of dacoity and
kidnapping on the complaint of
Shakir Khan, the affected
man.

According to FIR, Shakir
Khan said he is doing whole-
sale business of sanitary items
in Orangi Town. On Novem-
ber 19, around 20 cops in uni-

form and civil dress raided his
house around 2:20 am.

The cops after taking the
family members hostage and
took away Rs20 million along
with 70 to 80 tola gold, laptops
and mobile phones.

The FIR further stated
that the cops after making him
and his brother Aamir hostage
along with the cash, gold and
other valuables left them near
Baloch Pull and fled.

Later, SHO Defence po-
lice station returned Rs10.3
million, 50 tola gold, and 12
mobile phones to them, Shakir
Khan said in his complaint.

He has urged the higher
authorities to take stern action
against DSP Bajari and other
staff.

The probe was ordered

after evidence surfaced that an
under-training DSP of District
South Police had been involved
in the robbery in which around
20 million rupees, 70 to 80 tola
gold jewellery and other valu-
ables were plundered from a
house in Orangi Town.

After the probe, the
Karachi police department re-
moved DSP Bajari from the
post for his direct involvement
in the dacoity, whereas, Senior
Superintendent Police (SSP)
South Imran Qureshi was re-
moved from his position for
exhibiting negligence.

Both police officers were
directed to report to the Cen-
tral Police Office (CPO). The
action was taken in light of the
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) West’s inquiry report.

KARACHI (INP): The care-
taker Sindh government has
taken a bold step to curb cor-
ruption and enhance transpar-
ency within the Awqaf Depart-
ment by imposing a ban on sub-
leasing of all properties under
the department's purview
across Sindh, including
Karachi.

This decision was made
during a meeting chaired by
Awqaf Minister Omar Soomro
in Karachi on Wednesday.

Minister Soomro acknowl-
edged the rampant corruption
within the department and em-
phasized the need for immedi-
ate action to address the issue.
He stated that the ban on sub-
leasing was a crucial step to-

wards ensuring fair and trans-
parent management of Awqaf
Department properties.

The meeting also resulted
in the formation of a commit-
tee comprising Additional Sec-
retary Awqaf, Chief Adminis-
trator Awqaf, and Administra-
tor Awqaf Karachi. This com-
mittee has been tasked with
reviewing the current rents of
all Awqaf Department proper-
ties and submitting a compre-
hensive report within 10 days.
Additionally, the committee will
assess the appropriate new
rental rates for all properties.

Minister Soomro reiterated
the government's commitment
to bringing transparency to the
Awqaf Department. He

warned that strict action would
be taken against those found
engaged in corrupt practices
within the department. He also
called for the submission of a
detailed data report on the prop-
erty taxes of the Awqaf De-
partment.

The ban on sub-leasing
and the establishment of a rent
review committee are signifi-
cant steps towards ensuring
the responsible management of
Awqaf Department properties
and promoting transparency
within the department. These
measures are expected to de-
ter corruption, increase rev-
enue, and enhance the overall
functioning of the Awqaf De-
partment.

Eradicating mismanagement, corruption vital to
end inflation: Mian Zahid Hussain

ANF seizes 1082kg drugs, arrests 33 in 40
operations conducted across country

Increasing local production only way to ad-
dress gas crisis: Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
President of Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI), Dr. Shahid Rasheed
Butt has said that for last 15
years, the masses and
economy are suffering due gas
crisis.

In a statement issued here
on Wednesday, he said that in-
creasing local gas production
which was currently insignifi-
cant, was the only solution to
country’s gas crisis.

Shahid Rasheed Butt said
that after wasting gas for de-
cades, now this clean fuel was
less than its requirement in the
country.

He said, “Importing gas
from Central Asia and Iran has
become very difficult. Domes-
tic resources do not allow im-
porting expensive LNG ac-
cording to the requirement, so,
the only solution to the prob-
lem is to increase local produc-
tion.”

The business leader said
that the gas crisis continues
throughout the year, but its se-
verity increases in winter,
which affects people and busi-
nesses as gas exploration and
production have declined.

He noted that LNG could
not be over-relied because rich
countries pay more to buy gas,
and suppliers often ignore Pa-
kistan despite the deal. Apart
from this, the price of LNG in-
creases a lot in winter.

To solve these pressing
problems, the government
should encourage foreign com-
panies to explore gas in Paki-
stan; formalities should be
completed in time, and all the
permits should be given with-
out unnecessary delays, he
urged.

Most companies coming to
Pakistan are involved in such
issues that they cannot get out
despite years of effort and
leave the country in the end,

which results in their losses and
tarnishes Pakistan's reputation.

Shahid Rashid Butt said
that the share of gas in
Pakistan's energy mix is 38 per
cent. The production of gas
was four billion cubic feet per
day, while its demand was six
to eight billion cubic feet per
day, which has become a big
problem.

He informed that gas was
the third-largest energy source
consumed around the world.
Pakistan has less than a 1 per
cent share in world gas con-
sumption. It meets its energy
demand through imported and
indigenous resources. Natural
gas and imported LNG contrib-
ute more than 40 per cent to
the country's current energy
mix. The business leader said
that harassment of foreign in-
vestors interested in the energy
sector should be stopped; oth-
erwise, the gas crisis will con-
tinue to increase.

KARACHI, Nov 22 (INP):
Chairman of National Business
Group Pakistan, President Pa-
kistan Businessmen and Intel-
lectuals Forum, and All Karachi
Industrial Alliance, and former
provincial minister Mian Zahid
Hussain has said that the con-
tinuous increase in the price of
electricity and gas is beyond
the tolerance of the people and
the business community.

Interacting with the busi-
ness community on Wednes-
day, he said that the IMF
wants electricity and gas not
to be subsidized, and full cost
recovery must be ensured.

However, the business
community believes that if the
government reduces the ex-
penses by eliminating misman-
agement, incompetence and
corruption in these sectors, the
prices can be reduced instead

of increasing, he added.
Mian Zahid Hussain said

that the IMF is justified in its
demand that electricity and gas
should not be sold cheaper than
the cost of production because,
in this case, the government
has to take huge loans.

He further stated that the
people and the industrialists ask
why they should pay the price
for corruption, mismanagement
and incompetence in electric-
ity, gas and other sectors.

The agreements with the
IPPs should also be revised
because the people are bear-
ing their effects, he observed.

The business leader fur-
ther said that after the overall
increase in gas prices by 194%,
electricity rates are also likely
to be increased soon, which
will benefit the power sector
but will affect people and busi-

ness activities and further in-
crease poverty in the country.

The high cost of living has
forced people to continuously
reduce the expenses of feed-
ing themselves, children's edu-
cation and medical treatment,
which will devastate the
country's economy in the long
run.

Mian Zahid said that the
current caretaker government
has yet to do any substantial
work in the field of reforms but
has considered increasing the
price of everything as the so-
lution to all problems, equiva-
lent to indifference to the
people's problems.

The caretaker government
should take difficult and un-
popular reforms and adminis-
trative measures as it focuses
too much on administrative
actions.

SNGPL taking steps to address low gas pres-
sure issue in Capital: Shahid Akram

ISLAMABAD (INP): Spokesper-
son of Sui Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL), Shahid Akrm
has said that sufficient gas was
available to meet the needs of con-
sumers in the federal capital and
the company to address the issue
of low gas pressure was connect-
ing multiple large-diameter pipe-
lines to the system.

In a statement issued on
Wednesday, he said that regional
complaint centres were operating
24/7 to swiftly resolve consumer
complaints.

He said, that due to the rapid
response of these area complaint
centres, individual and area com-
plaints have substantially de-
creased in the region, and valued
consumers are enjoying the facil-
ity at normal pressures.

Shahid Akram further said
that a “Situation Room” had been
established at the regional office

I-9 Islamabad for monitoring gas
pressures and resolving com-
plaints through dedicated teams.

He said that an effective load
management strategy has been
devised and implemented
throughout the region, including
Islamabad, Attock, Wah, Taxila,
Fateh Jang, Murree, and Kahuta.

The SNGPL spokesperson
informed that numerous major
pipeline projects have been com-
pleted in the Islamabad region,
including multiple large-diameter
pipelines from Rawat to Faizabad.
Additionally, rehabilitation work
on old pipelines was in progress
to eliminate low-pressure prob-
lems, he said.

He said that the objective of
these pipeline projects was to en-
sure a consistent and reliable gas
supply for the residents of the
capital.

Regarding LPG cylinder ser-

vices, Shahid Akram said that
SNGPL provides cylinders to con-
sumers at competitive rates, ad-
hering to international quality and
safety standards.

He highlighted SNGPL’s
Anti-Gas Theft Campaign being
carried out in collaboration with
FIA, in which numerous cases of
gas theft and improper domestic
to commercial use, including ille-
gal use of compressors, have
been traced.

 He said that individuals in-
volved in such unlawful activities
have been arrested, with many
facing trials in the courts.

Shahid Akram urged citizens
to report gas theft and the illegal
use of compressors without fear.
He assured that the identities of
informants would be kept confi-
dential to encourage active par-
ticipation in maintaining the integ-
rity of the gas supply system.

RAWALPINDI (INP): The Anti
Narcotics Force (ANF) Pakistan
seized 1082.841 kg drugs & 3000
liters Acetic Anhydride Chemical
worth US$ 27.970 million, arrested
33 accused including two foreign-
ers (Afghan & Tanzanian Nation-
als), impounded 14 vehicles in 40
counter narcotics operations con-
ducted across the country.

The seized drugs comprised
67.356 kg Opium, 289 kg Mor-
phine, 84.469 kg Heroin, 627.800
kg Hashish, 1.020 kg Cocaine,
10.788 kg Methamphetamine (Ice),
2.086 kg Ecstasy Tablets (3550
Tabs), 122 grams Amphetamine,
200 grams Weed, and 16
Midazolam Injections.

The ANF Balochistan recov-
ered 826 kg drugs & 3000 liters
Acetic Anhydride Chemical in six
operations. The seized drugs

comprised 66 kg Heroin, 471 kg
Hashish and 289 kg Morphine.

The ANF Punjab recovered
34.819 kg drugs in 11 operations
while arrested13 accused persons
including a foreigner (Tanzanian
National) in drug smuggling and
impounded four vehicles. The
seized drugs comprised 8.411 kg
Heroin, 19.200 kg Hashish, 1.020
kg Cocaine, 5.388 kg Methamphet-
amine (Ice), 600 grams Opium, 200
grams Weed and 16 Midazolam
Injections.

The ANF Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa recovered 170.6 kg
drugs in 10 operations while ar-
rested eight accused including an
Afghan national in drug smug-
gling and impounded five ve-
hicles. The seized drugs com-
prised 66 kg Opium, 10 kg Heroin
and 94.600 kg Hashish.

The ANF Sindh recovered
36.258 kg drugs in five operations
while arrested three accused in
drug smuggling and impounded
a vehicle. The seized drugs com-
prised 31.200 kg Hashish and 58
grams Heroin.

The ANF North recovered
15.164 kg drugs in eight opera-
tions while arrested nine accused
in drug smuggling and impounded
four vehicles. The seized drugs
comprised 11.800 kg Hashish, 756
grams Opium, 400 grams Metham-
phetamine (Ice), 2.086 kg  Ecstasy
Tablets (3550 tabs) and 122 grams
Amphetamine.

Separate cases in all incidents
were registered at respective ANF
Police Stations under CNS Act
1997 (Amended 2022) and further
investigations were under pro-
cess.

RIYADH : SAPM, Jawad Sohrab Malik signs Letter of Intent (LOI) with Saudi based Global Conglom-
erate, Al-Bawani Holdings in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

ISLAMABAD: Dutch Ambassador to Pakistan  Henny Fokel de Vries meeting with Caretaker Minis-
ter of Commerce and Industries Dr. Gohar Ejaz.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior Sarfraz Ahmad Bugti chairing a meeting of
the Cabinet Sub-Committee on ECL.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a meeting on preparations
with regard to COP-28.


