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Empowering Balochistan’s Youth: Turning Am-
bition into Action

Syed Ali Shah:

In a landmark revelation,
Balochistan’s Caretaker Finance
Minister,

Amjad Rashid, has laid out
an ambitious plan to propel the
province’s youth towards inter-
national employment opportuni-
ties. In an exclusive interview with
Daily Quetta Voice,

 Minister Rashid disclosed
that over 12,000 young individu-
als have already enrolled in the
Prime Minister’s skill develop-
ment program, signifying a piv-
otal step towards realizing the
government’s commitment to en-
hancing the prospects and liveli-
hoods of the youth.

The essence of this initiative
lies in the government’s vision to
send thousands of skilled indi-
viduals abroad, tapping into glo-
bal employment markets and cre-
ating pathways for economic
growth.

Minister Rashid emphasized
that by fostering a culture of skill
development, the aim is to elevate
living standards while simulta-
neously contributing to the
nation’s economic development
through remittances.

Korea, Europe And
Middle East Best Desti-

nation For Youth
The global demand for Paki-

stani manpower has been pin-
pointed by Minister Rashid, with
a particular focus on regions such
as Korea, Europe, and the Middle
East.

 However, the minister cau-
tioned that success in these en-
deavors relies heavily on ensur-
ing that the youth are equipped
with the necessary skills and train-
ing demanded by the evolving

international job market.
While the announcement of

the Prime Minister’s skill devel-
opment program is undoubtedly
a positive stride, it is crucial for
the government to translate these
words into tangible actions.

The call to action is clear: ex-
pedite the implementation of the
program, streamline the process
for aspiring individuals, and en-
sure that the training provided
aligns with the demands of the
global job market.

Govt Needs To
Establish Robust

Mechanism
In urging the government to

turn its promises into action, it is
paramount to establish robust
mechanisms for skill acquisition,
accreditation, and placement. Fur-
thermore, the collaboration be-
tween the federal and Balochistan
governments must be seamless,
fostering an environment condu-

cive to the success of this
initiative.As Balochistan’s youth
eagerly anticipate the opportuni-
ties promised by the Prime
Minister’s skill development pro-
gram, the government must now
demonstrate its unwavering com-
mitment to transforming aspira-
tions into reality.

The success of this endeavor
will not only empower the youth
but also contribute significantly
to the overall economic prosper-
ity of the region.

A student asking a question during a seminar held in Balochistan's Panjgur district

Imam e Kaaba Calls On COAS
General Syed Asim Munir

Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: His Excel-
lency Sheikh Saleh bin Abdullah
bin Muhammad Humaid, Imam-e-
Kaaba called on General Syed
Asim Munir, NI (M), Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) at General Head-
quarters, on Friday, the military’s
media wing said.

During the meeting, matters
of mutual interest were discussed,
the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said. COAS wel-
comed the dignitary and high-
lighted that visit by H.E. Imam-e-
Kaaba to Pakistan is a matter of
honour for the people of Pakistan.

He further mentioned that
Muslims from all across the world

have boundless reverence for
Harmain Shraifain and profound
respect for their custodian. H.E.
Imam-e-Kaaba said Islam is a reli-
gion of peace & brotherhood and
there is no space for misconstrued
interpretations of Islam.

The dignitaries condemned
the ongoing atrocities in the Gaza
Conflict and the oppression of the
Muslims in IIOJK and expressed
solidarity with the people of Pal-
estine and Kashmir.

COAS remarked that Pakistan
and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
have strong strategic relations
based on exemplary historic reli-
gious and cultural ties.

UNICEF’s Melissa Corkum Administers
Anti-Polio Drops to Children

Health Desk:
QUETTA: In a dedicated ef-

fort to combat the threat of polio,
Melissa Corkum, UNICEF Polio
Team Lead in Pakistan, took
charge by personally administer-
ing polio drops to children across
various parts of Quetta. Her
hands-on approach not only
showcased her commitment but
also served as a motivating force
for the anti-polio workers on the
ground. Syed Zahid Shah, the
Chief of the emergency operation
cell (EOC), and other officials also
accompanied the UNICEF team
lead.

Melissa’s Presence
Brought A Renewed
Sense Of Urgency

Melissa’s presence brought
a renewed sense of urgency to the
battle against the crippling dis-
ease. She actively engaged with
the frontline workers, encourag-
ing them to persist in their tireless
efforts to ensure every child re-
ceives the life-saving vaccine. Her
leadership played a pivotal role in

fostering a collective determina-
tion to eradicate polio from the
region.

Balochistan Polio
Free

Balochistan, under the stead-
fast commitment of the govern-
ment, has achieved a significant
milestone by remaining polio-free
for more than two years. This ac-

complishment reflects the collabo-
rative spirit between health offi-
cials, UNICEF, and the dedicated
workers in the field.

Melissa Corkum’s hands-on
involvement serves as a testa-
ment to the unwavering dedica-
tion required to maintain this vital
progress, reinforcing the impor-
tance of ongoing vigilance and
collective action in  the fight
against polio.

UNDP Rep Meets CM
Balochistan: Development

Initiative Unveiled
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In a significant
meeting held on Friday, a dis-
tinguished delegation led by Dr.
Samuel Rizk, the designated
representative of the United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) in Paki-
stan, engaged in fruitful discus-
sions with the

 Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan
Khan Domki.

 The focus of the meeting
centered around the ongoing
and proposed projects that
UNDP is supporting in
Balochistan.

UNDP Balochistan Chief,
Zulfiqar Durrani and the prin-
cipal secretary to the CM
Rashid Razzaq were also
present on the occasion.

UNDP Allocates
One-Third Of Na-
tional Program’s
Resources For

Balochistan
Caretaker Chief Minister

Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki
emphasized the vital nature of
the ongoing programs in
Balochistan, particularly those
aimed at improving governance
in areas such as planning,
policy and law, education,
health, and sustainable devel-
opment.

He expressed gratitude
for UNDP’s commitment, not-
ing that this year, one-third of
the national program’s re-
sources for Pakistan have

been allocated to
Balochistan—a welcomed ini-
tiative.

Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki highlighted the impor-
tance of these resources in
achieving the  Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) by
bringing about positive changes.

Measures Being
Taken To Mitigate

The Impacts Of
Climate Change
He underscored the pro-

active measures being taken to
address the impacts of climate
change and ensure the suc-
cessful implementation of the
five-year development and re-
form program by UNDP.

The Chief Minister reas-
sured the delegation of the pro-
vincial government’s unwaver-
ing support,

pledging to provide all nec-
essary assistance to make
these initiatives a resounding
success.

The collaborative efforts
between UNDP and
Balochistan aim to usher in a
new era of development and
prosperity for the region.

Facilities provided to
Imran in jail unimagin-
able for common people:

interior minister
NEWS DESK: Caretaker In-

terior Minister Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti has said that a “common
citizen cannot even imagine” the
facilities being provided to former
prime minister Imran Khan in jail.

In an interview with Indepen-
dent Urdu published today, Bugti
said: “The facilities provided to
him (Imran) are more than those
provided to an ordinary prisoner
or a prime minister behind bars as
he is, after all, a laadla of the
courts. “The kind of facilities be-
ing provided to him in jail, they
weren’t given to any prime minis-
ter and a common citizen cannot
even imagine them,” he added.

Recalling Imran’s arrest on
May 9, Bugti claimed directives
were issued “within two minutes”
to take the PTI chief to Islamabad
Police Lines in a Mercedes. The
caretaker minister also mentioned
former chief justice Umar Ata
Bandial’s “good to see you” re-
marks for Imran, saying that such
instances strengthen his argu-
ment. “We direly need judicial re-
forms here,” he stated. Asked
about the special court’s direc-
tives to present the ex-premier and
former foreign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi.
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Collective crimes
By Nikhat Sattar:

TWO unrelated and
very different events,
one far away from us and
the other in  our own
country — KP, to  be
specific — have given us
cause to lament. Perhaps
it is time to take notice.

Tru th and justice
tend to lose their mean-
ing when fabulously rich
countries and their ex-
tremely wealthy rulers
are unwilling and unable
to provide food, water
and medicines to thou-
sands of battered people,
the majority of them chil-
dren.

As a genocide in
real time is being carried
out by a rogue state tar-
geting a small strip of
land that has been de-
prived of human living
conditions for decades,
and which is constantly
bombarded with ammu-
nition provided by the
world’s ‘best democra-
cies and custodians of
human rights’, nearly
two billion Muslims re-
main voiceless.

There is no end in
sight to the sufferings of
the Palestinians, except
painful death, or a
crippled life. The world’s
leaders look on. Of
course, one can try and
find some peace in the
thought of the Day of

Judgement, when all
criminals will be brought
before their victims and
given just punishment.

If one can do so, one
might pray that those
who remained silent or
looked away when they
could have done some-
thing would also be con-
sidered abettors and fa-
cilitators of these horren-
dous deeds.

As these words are
being written, one is very
conscious of the fact
that the Palestinian cause
is neither in favour of
Muslims nor against
Jews or Christians. It is a
tragedy wrought upon
the people of a land
through the connivance
of the West and some
Arab states.

Their land was
usurped and constantly
encroached upon by
Jews sent from Europe
until they were restricted
to a narrow strip  and
blocked from support
from others.

It just so happens
that the majority of Pal-
estinians are Muslims
who have not merely
been forsaken, but delib-
erately left to fend off Is-
raeli settlers and the ter-
rible Israeli military that
has learnt much from
their avowed enemy,
Hitler.

The Muslim world,
in general, is besotted
with navel gazing and
their rulers are busy
amassing wealth and in
displays of pomp. It is no
wonder then, that of the
57 Muslim countries that
have formed a toothless
organisation, only one
had the gumption to ex-
pel the Israeli ambassa-
dor in protest against
the bestiality of the Is-
raeli military. Bolivia, a
non-Muslim country,
has also cut ties, as has
South Africa and a few
others.

As these words are
written, Israel has bom-
barded heavily popu-
lated refugee camps
while Palestinians are
trying to find bodies in
the rubble that Gaza has
become.

Thousands of Pal-
estinians have lost their
lives in this mass-scale
slaugh ter while the
wheels of the world con-
tinue to churn out the
usual rhetoric. This ho-
locaust is presided over
by none other than the
US. The other event,
which has caused much
concern, is the coerced
affidavit that was signed
by a young teacher who
had to swear that
Darwin’s theory of evo-
lution, that he was teach-

ing, was false and that
he believed women are
inferior to men.

As he signed this
ludicrous declaration
(otherwise he would
have had to suffer dire
consequences along
with his loved ones), he
was flanked by many
self-declared custodians
of faith. They are merely
another incarnation of
the men who have over
the centuries denied, de-
nounced and hounded
men of science and
those who would have
dared to attempt to ques-
tion common beliefs.

This piece is  not
about whether or not
Darwin’s theory is
against Islamic belief.
Many renowned Islamic
scholars have sug-
gested that the theory
does not deny in any
way statements in the
Quran that explain how
the first human being
came into existence.

What is most repre-
hensible is that a religion
that is critical of how the
clergy in earlier faiths
concentrated power in
the hands of a few, has
been misused to
threaten and force a per-
son to deny his opin-
ions. The Islamic way of
dealing with statements
that some believe are re-

ligiously wrong would
be to have calm, schol-
arly and compassionate
discussions.

Let us keep
Darwin’s contentious
theory aside. Which
Quranic injunction did
these ‘men of religion’
refer to when they had
the young man vouch
for male superiority?

The one about hav-
ing two male witnesses
to a financial deal or the
one to bring another
woman to court in case
the first one forgets?
Both can be argued on
the basis of the need of
the time and the socio-
economic conditions in
the seventh versus the
21st century.

No wonder, then,
that the Muslim world
has been unable to pro-
duce women and men of
knowledge, wisdom and
understanding in signifi-
cant numbers, who are
able to express differ-
ences of opinions and
beliefs without confront-
ing hatred and bigotry.

The clerics in KP are
a mere microcosm of the
obscurantism that as-
sails the Muslim world.
It has become impotent
and self-serving, and its
rulers seek power, rather
than justice and compas-
sion.

Devil is in the details
By Aqdas Afzal

AS China recently
celebrated 10 years of
the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, the mood re-
mained sombre in
Beijing largely because
the “strategic competi-
tion” between China
and the US has grown
increasingly intense in
the last few years.

The origins of this
rivalry can be traced
back to 2011, when
president Obama was
prevailed upon by
China hawks to ‘Pivot
to Asia’. At the time,
US foreign policy ex-
perts argued that con-
taining China required a
long-term partnership
with India as the two
democracies not only
shared common values,
but India’s emergence
as an economic and
security anchor would
also provide the neces-
sary counterweight to
China’s expansionary
ambitions.

Predictably, in
2015, the Obama ad-
ministration, pinning its
hopes on India, de-
clared that the US rela-

tionship with India “will
be one of the defining
partnerships of the
21st century”. It ap-
pears that US foreign
policy experts might be
in for a disappointment.

Earlier this year,
Jake Sullivan, the US
national security ad-
viser, argued that since
previous strategy had
not been able to ensure
American economic
hegemony, a “new
Washington Consen-
sus” was required.

In other words,
rapidly losing eco-
nomic ground to
China, the US would
now employ the state
in generating economic
growth, something it
had shunned in the era
of markets-driven
globalisation.

Since this new
economic strategy is
driven by competition
from China, there were
echoes of the old idea
of using India as a
counterweight. Where
the US has tried to
hobble Chinese
progress in the semi-
conductor industry,

Sullivan identified India
as one of its ‘partners’
in taking its semicon-
ductor industry for-
ward.

American reliance
on India for developing
future technologies
makes good economic
sense as the numbers
ostensibly are in India’s
favour.  Where the
World Bank and West-
ern media outlets are
consistently reporting a
growth slowdown in
China — 4.4 per cent,
the slowest since 1990
— India is powering
ahead with an expected
growth of 6.3pc this
year.

Global investors
are said to be taking
their money out of
China and investing it in
India. Where the Chi-
nese economy, purport-
edly, faces cyclical and
structural headwinds
— property crisis, low
export growth, geopoli-
tics — India’s
economy is riding high
on cyclical and struc-
tural tailwinds.

Sustained eco-
nomic growth has also

enabled India to in-
crease its military
spending by 50pc from
$49.6 billion in 2011 to
$76.6bn in 2021, ac-
cording to the
Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research
Institute, making India
the third biggest mili-
tary spender, surpass-
ing Russia and the UK.

India’s political
system also appears
sturdier than China’s.
Domestically, China has
not found a way to for-
mally institutionalise
democracy. This could
turn out to be a stum-
bling block given that
China needs to find a
way to sustain the re-
lationship between a
communist state and a
capitalist economy.

In contrast, India
achieved this milestone
a long time ago by con-
solidating democracy
despite being one of the
world’s poorest coun-
tries.

Given such stellar
performance,  have
Chinese policymakers
overlooked the existen-
tial challenge from In-

dia? Were US experts
correct in pinning their
hopes on India as the
next Asian hegemon?

As they say, the
devil is in the details.

Sadly, under the
microscope,  India’s
impressive economic
growth reveals some
startling details. In In-
dia is Broken, Ashoka
Mody takes issue with
India’s official narrative
of explosive growth.

Mody, a former
IMF economist, cites
international best prac-
tices for calculating
GDP to show that In-
dia is overstating GDP
growth by relying only
on income as opposed
to averaging both in-
come and expenditure.

Using a well-
rounded approach,
Mody shows that
India’s GDP growth in
the first quarter (April-
June) of 2023-24 would
amount to 4.5pc, and
not equal the official
7.8pc.

The quality of eco-
nomic growth is also
questionable. Where the
Indian elite buy luxuries

thanks to an overval-
ued exchange rate, a
vast majority struggles
to buy even basic ne-
cessities. Mody shows
that in the first quarter,
most of the growth has
taken place in the fi-
nance and real-estate
sectors, which gener-
ate very few jobs for
highly qualified Indi-
ans,  a phenomenon
known as ‘jobless
growth’.

Moreover, India
may have raised its mili-
tary spending signifi-
cantly, but two-thirds
of the military budget
is used for salaries,
pensions, and services
for personnel, while
only a third is directed
towards capital expen-
diture in military sys-
tems and arms.

The fact remains
that China is a far su-
perior adversary that
India, despite its eco-
nomic growth, would
struggle to outspend.
And the fact that India
is a poor democracy,
where political govern-
ments always need to
walk a tightrope be-

tween guns and butter,
further complicates the
equation.

Finally, on the de-
mocracy front, things
are not looking good
either. Despite consoli-
dating democracy as a
poor nation, Indian de-
mocracy has hit
choppy waters,  ac-
cording to long-time
India watchers like
Christophe Jaffrelot.

In Modi’s India,
Jaffrelot argues that
India is showing major
signs of having turned
into an “ethnic democ-
racy”, where a political
party’s desire to turn
India into a “de facto
Hindu rashtra” have led
to attacks on secular-
ists, intellectuals and
universities.

Moreover, where
China may be able to
sustain itself politically
given that 91pc of its
population comprises
mainly Han Chinese,
India’s innumerable
fault lines would lead
to many problems,
given the recent demo-
cratic backsliding.

What this analysis

indicates is that though
China may face con-
straints, it does not
need to worry about
India for the foresee-
able future. Actually,
the two nations should
not be worried, as both
have much to learn
from each other.

India should look
at how China has man-
aged to lift 800 million
people out of poverty,
and China should study
how India enshrined
and consolidated de-
mocracy — the recent
backsliding notwith-
standing — despite be-
ing a poor nation.

The preceding
analysis should not give
rise to schadenfreude
in Islamabad,  as
Pakistan’s democracy
and economy are still in
serious trouble.

Rather than deriv-
ing pleasure from
someone else’s misfor-
tune,  Pakistan’s
policymakers need to
learn from China and
India about inclusive
economic growth and
democratic consolida-
tion, respectively.

Facing the abyss
By Faisal Bari:

THE 2023 census puts
our population at 241.499
million and our growth
rate at 2.55 per cent. This
means we are adding
some 6m people to the
population every year.

For comparison,
Finland, Norway and
Denmark each have a
population of less than
the number of people we
add to our population
every year. The popula-
tion growth rate had re-
portedly gone down to
1.9pc in the previous de-
cade but has bounced
back.

This, when most
comparator countries,
especially those in South
Asia and others around
us, have been quite suc-
cessful in bringing down
their growth and fertility
rates substantially. Our
failure is all the more
stark and remarkable
when we look at the fig-
ures for India (0.7pc),
China (0.1pc) and
Bangladesh (1.1pc).

Forty per cent of our
children are malnour-
ished. Our neonatal, in-
fant, child and maternal
mortality rates remain
one of the world’s high-
est. We are one of only
two countries, the other
being Afghanistan, that
has not been able to

eliminate polio. In this
day and age, we still lose
many children to diar-
rhoea. We are not even
able to  provide safe
drinking water to all our
people.

Hepatitis and tuber-
culosis are uncontrolled
and many health offi-
cials feel we are on the
verge of an AIDS epi-
demic. One in four adults
in Pakistan might be dia-
betic. Our health out-
comes are a disaster, but
more disastrous is the
fact that we do not
realise where we are, and
irrespective of whether
we realise it or not, we
are not, as a polity, do-
ing anything about it.

Twenty-three mil-
lion, possibly more, of
our five-to-16-year-olds
are not in schools. We
now have the world’s
largest number of out-of-
school children. We
have not reached univer-
sal enrolment even at the
primary level and drop-
out rates are high dur-
ing the years of school-
ing.

Girls, children from
rural areas, children from
religions other than the
dominant faith or minor
castes, children from
poorer families, all have
a harder time accessing
quality education in Pa-

kistan.
The millions in

schools, barring a minor-
ity who are enrolled in
high-fee private or pub-
lic schools, are getting
an education of inferior
quality. Our educational
outcomes are a disaster,
but again, more disas-
trous is the fact that we
do not realise where we
are, and irrespective of
whether we realise it or
not, we are not, as a pol-
ity, doing anything about
it.

Pakistan is the
world’s third or fourth
most polluted country.
Living in Pakistan, al-
most in  any big city,
means losing four to five
years of life expectancy.
Lahore tops the most-
polluted city ranking the
most often.

But most of Punjab
and many parts of Sindh
have high environmental
pollution levels too. This
is also showing up in the
increased incidence of
disease.

All of this is not the
result of neglect by one
government or one party.
It is the result of decades
of deliberate policies
which are an outcome of
political economy settle-
ments in Pakistan. Jaun
Eliya captures this beau-
tifully:

Funds lapse in financially-
starved Balochistan

Editorial :
Lapsing of funds is a common phenomenon in the financially-starved
Balochistan. The former provincial health minister, Syed Ehsan Shah revealed
a bitter reality that his department lapsed Rs.7 billions allocated for the pur-
chase of medicines and equipment for government hospitals.

This exposed the poor political commitment coupled with bad governance
and incompetent officers in Balochistan, which is already lagging behind other
provinces in terms of key social indicators.

Hospitals without medicines for last three months in Balochistan
Government-run hospitals in Quetta, the provincial capital have been with-

out medicines for the last three months. This compounded the problems of
deserving and needy patients knocking the doors of government hospitals.

Since the elites can afford to go to Karachi for medical treatment. So the
deserving and needy patients remained the worst sufferers of this incompe-
tency of the government in general and the health department in particular.

Angioplasty and Angiography machines out of order for the last two
and half years in BMC

Look at the irony, the angiography and angioplasty machines are out of
order at the Baluchistan’s largest government-run hospital i.e. Bolan Medical
Complex (BMC) hospital for the last two and half years. This daily has repeat-
edly reported the out of order machines. Unfortunately, the reports are falling
on deaf ears.

The BMC administration cites lack of funds as the underlying reason
behind the non repair of machines.

Rs.7 billions lapsed in health department Balochistan
This is strange, on one hand Rs.7 billions are lapsed by the department,

on the other hand, the same department complaints about lack of funds for the
repair of two machines in BMC. Simply, this is unacceptable and an investiga-
tion conducted by this daily suggests the machines are deliberately made out
of order to force the patients towards private clinics and hospitals.

Provincial government should put its own house in order prior to
criticism of Islamabad

From the province’s chief minister to a section officer everyone speaks
about the financial crisis, currently. Blaming Islamabad for the all ills of the
province has been the hallmark of all political leaders from government to
opposition. However, they are yet to put their own house in order and ensure
financial discipline in this resources-starved province of the country.

Environmental Woes of Balochistan
Muhammad Jahangeer Kakar:

Environment and cli-
mate change are the pro-
spective strategic
gridlines that would de-
fine the international fra-
ternity of relations.
The prosperity and lon-
gevity of nations around
the world would be both
defined and jeopardized
by the elements of envi-
ronmental preservation
and climate change man-
agement. Pakistan in
general and the
Balochistan, in particu-
lar, are threatened by the
climate change shifts
and the thrones of envi-
ronmental degradation.

Balochistan attains
a peculiar nature both in
terms of geographic ex-
tension as well as the
various trends associ-
ated due to this expan-
sive bounty. It is the gift
of nature that we are
turning into a potential
curse.

The documentation
of environmental laws is
insufficient and not in
currency thereby making
it less effective being
less responsive. The in-
equality of law with time
and space has made it
hard for implementing
the environmental re-
strain  necessary to
cause a chance that one

would want to see around
intangible meters. Other
than the Balochistan En-
vironmental Protection
Act 2012, there are no
rules, regulations, or Pro-
vincial Environmental
Quality Standards ever
framed that could regu-
late the issues of environ-
mental hazardousness.

The insufficient law
further has given out a
polarized institutional di-
chotomy which is also
affecting the dealing with
environment and climate
change as the horrors of
the near future. The com-
plete missing links be-
tween the departments of
the forest, agriculture,
water management, and
environment are not sys-
temically and institution-
ally addressed. Reason
would demand a
synergized level where
these various depart-
ments would focus on
working together with a
jointly hatched intu-
itional framework that
could allow for informa-
tion passage, initiatives
segmentation and avoid
parallelism in terms of
applications of actions.
This could also produce
joint results and could
gauge the grey areas.
The hollow base in terms
of legal terrain has raised

an infractious institu-
tional pyramid which is
aiming a cry in the wil-
derness. Balochistan is
a land of mysterious
habitat. Its environmen-
tal issues are multifac-
eted.

The long coast re-
mains unwatched in
terms of coastal and ma-
rine life preservation.
There is no documented
study that has yet scaled
and mapped the condi-
tion of the coastal life
with the mapping of vari-
ous types of marine and
aquatic species, the cli-
mate record measure-
ment, the environmental
conditions and
baselines, and the qual-
ity of the marine environ-
ment. There can be said
to be no institutional ar-
rangement making one
department completely
responsible for looking
at these parameters.
Rapid industrial-
ization along the
coast in Lasbella,
Gwadar districts
going unchecked

The rapid industri-
alization along the coast
and especially in the
coastal districts of
Lasbella and Gwadar go
unchecked and are at

large as of this moment.
The industrialization is
good enough but its
goodness at the expense
of environmental degra-
dation would be a sorry
compromise we may be
intentionally or uninten-
tionally making up. The
Gaddani Shipbreaking
yard could one day re-
sult as the Wuhan of
China as it hosts the
most hazardous activity
of shipbreaking which is
like inviting the thick dirt
of the world to our clean,
green, and serene
shores.

The cost-benefit
analysis of this and
other such activities
along the cost remains
something yet to  be
done though it has been
so long to have been so
earlier done.

Increasing
urbanization

another reason
for environmen-

tal nuisance
The unchecked ur-

banization is  another
cause of environmental
nuisance. The dearth of
amenities and facilities
of life and livelihood
have pushed the rural
populace to shift and
center around the urban

centers of which the pro-
vincial capital city of
Quetta takes precedence
over all other cities of the
province.

The city has deto-
nated into one large
stockpile of human pol-
lution without any town
planning, the invocation
of town management
rules, and facilities. The
air pollution caused by
transportation has been
on the ever-increasing
rise with no controls
over the fitness of ve-
hicles plied on the roads.

The lack of environ-
mental fitness verifica-
tion and the customary
traffic licenses by the
police have thrown the
environmental hazards
of pollution in the back-
yard. Deforestation an-
other reason for the en-
vironmental  woes of
Balochistan .

The depleting for-
est cover and the utterly
diminishing green areas
in the province are pos-
ing threats for the vari-
ety of flora and fauna in
the province. Due to in-
effective efforts and
plans by the respective
forest department and
agriculture department
are making it hard to
implement the designs of
green Balochistan.
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PHMA demands representation in Commerce
Ministry’s Export Advisory Council

Riots erupt in Dublin after chil-
dren stabbed

KARACHI (INP): The
Pakistan Hosiery Manu-
facturers & Exporters
Association (PHMA)
has urged the Ministry
of Commerce to ensure
representation of apparel
sector in the recently
constituted Export Advi-
sory Council of Textiles,
as the largest export
earning knitwear sector
has been totally ignored
for representation on
this important platform.

Central Chairman
PHMA Nahid Abbas, in
a letter written to the fed-
eral Minister for Com-
merce Dr. Gohar Ejaz, has
drawn his attention to-
wards the formation of
the new Export Advisory
Council but unfortu-
nately it has no repre-
sentation of the PHMA
despite the fact the As-
sociation is the premier
trade organization, repre-
senting the hosiery and
knitwear industry, accel-

erating and providing
growth in all sectors of
the economy, generating
immense employment
and promoting national
self-reliance.

Nahid Abbas appre-
ciated the efforts of the
interim federal minister to
establish this important
Council with a view to
offer its valuable recom-
mendations and suggest
measures to uplift textile
exports. We are sure that
under the Council's ex-
pertise and guidance the
country can achieve the
export goals and give a
significant boost to the
economy if it is consti-
tuted purely on merit and
takes all genuine stake-
holders onboard, the
central chairman added.

Chairman PHMA
North Zone Farrukh
Iqbal stated that the fed-
eral minister personally
knows that in spite of all
the difficulties the

knitwear sector has been
performing better than all
other export sectors and
the potential for its fur-
ther growth is tremen-
dous. If due support is
extended this sector can
outperform to bring the
country out of all kind of
crises, besides earning
foreign exchange and
providing mass employ-
ment in the country.

“We have due re-
gard for nomination of
some respectable per-
sonalities on the Coun-
cil, but ignoring and ne-
glecting the extremely
important Small and Me-
dium components of the
industry and the sector
as a whole, is totally un-
acceptable,” he added .

Senior Vice Chair-
man PHMA North Zone,
Amanullah Khan lodged
his strong protest and
demanded that knitwear
sector may be given rep-
resentation in the Coun-

cil so that they could
bring on record the diffi-
culties they are facing
and contribute towards
progressive policy for-
mulation and productive
suggestions. He said
that special incentives
were announced in the
textile policy, but the
businessmen were not
provided the same for the
promotion of value-addi-
tion of textile sector. We
request the government
to look into the matter
and ensure the represen-
tation of SMEs in the
Council, enabling them to
play their role in the for-
mulation of all textile re-
lated policies.

The PHMA leaders
said that the sector has
been a major taxpayer, the
largest employment gen-
erator in the entire textile
chain and earning bil-
lions of dollars foreign
exchange through ex-
ports goods.

Peshawar jail launches online hearing
facility for prisoners

ANF recovers above 1 ton of drugs in
various operations

DUBLIN (INP): Three
young children were
among five people in-
jured in a knife attack in
Dublin on Thursday that
sparked riots in the city
centre and which police
have not yet ruled out
any motive over, includ-
ing whether it could be
terror-related.

Public transport
was suspended and pa-
tients advised not to
travel to a nearby mater-
nity hospital unless ab-
solutely necessary after
clashes between riot po-
lice and anti-immigrant
protesters, who arrived
at the scene of the attack
beside the main thor-
oughfare of O’Connell
Street.

A double decker
bus was burned to the

ground in front of the
Daniel O’Connell statue
at the head of the street
and windows were
smashed at a nearby
Holiday Inn hotel and
McDonalds restaurant.
A Footlocker store was
looted.

“They are disgrace-
ful scenes. We have a
complete lunatic, hooli-
gan faction driven by far
right ideology engaged
in serious violence,” Po-
lice Commissioner Drew
Harris told reporters af-
ter deploying 400 offic-
ers to restore public or-
der.

Such rioting is al-
most unprecedented in
Dublin. There are no far
right parties or politi-
cians elected to parlia-
ment, but small anti-im-

migrant protests have
grown in the last year.
The government is re-
viewing security around
parliament after a recent
protest trapped lawmak-
ers inside.

Harris said all lines
of inquiry related to the
attack remained open,
contradicting a senior
officer who had earlier
told reporters that police
were satisfied the inci-
dent was not terror-re-
lated.

“I’m not going to
speculate any further in
respect of a terrorist mo-
tive. Until we’re sure
what the motive is, we
have to keep an open
mind as to why this hap-
pened,” he said.

A five-year-old girl
was receiving emer-

gency treatment after
sustaining serious inju-
ries in the stabbing.

A man in his late 40s,
also being treated for se-
rious injuries, was ar-
rested by police who
said they are not looking
for any other suspect.

Police said it ap-
peared the man attacked
a number of people on
Dublin’s Parnell Square
shortly after 1330 GMT.
Members of the public
intervened at an early
stage of the attack.

A woman in her 30s
was also being treated
for serious injuries while
the two other children, a
five-year-old boy and six-
year-old girl, suffered
less serious injuries. The
boy has been discharged
from hospital.

Madad Ali commends PAGE’s achieving UNESCO’s
prize for girls education 2023

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Minister for
Federal Education and
Professional Training,
Madad Ali Sindhi has
said that Pakistan Alli-
ance for Girls’ Education
(PAGE’s) achieving of
UNESCO’s Prize for Girls
and Women’s Education
2023 in China is com-
mendable.

The Education
Minister and Secretary
Education Waseem
Ajmal Chaudhry on Fri-
day gave away shields
to the participants dur-
ing the celebration of
UNESCO prize for Girls’
and Women’s Education

2023 Empowering Girls
Through Education at
IMSG (VI-X) G-7/2.

Madad Ali Sindhi
said that today’s event
was very special to him,
as today one of our sis-
ters, Fajr Rabia Pasha,
had successfully  ful-
filled her duty to be a
daughter of Pakistan.
Fajr Rabia Pasha and her
organization “PAGE”
has been awarded the
“UNESCO Prize for Girls
and Women’s Education
2023” in China for setting
up schools for women
and imparting them the
jewel of knowledge. This
award was given by the

first lady of China.
The minister high-

lighted the role of the
leadership of the minis-
try and praised its offic-
ers who nominated
PAGE for this award by
showing impartiality and
judging the matter with
utmost competence and
merit.

He said, “PAGE is
running around 170 non-
formal schools across
Pakistan, where most of
the girls are being edu-
cated.

Afghan girls are
also included in the edu-
cational projects. JICA
of Japan and other chari-

table organizations are
also providing financial
support for these
projects. These projects
are playing an important
role in poverty alleviation
as well as women’s wel-
fare and sustainable de-
velopment”.

Madad said that
women were half of the
population of the coun-
try and no country could
fully achieve its potential
without alleviating them.
The minister also reiter-
ated his resolve to en-
sure equal learning op-
portunities for women in
Pakistan so that they
were not left behind.

PESHAWAR (INP): The
provincial government
has inaugurated an
online hearing facility
for prisoners at Central
Jail Peshawar to modern-
izing the jail system in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
on Friday. The facility
was officially launched
by Caretaker Provincial
Minister for Prisons and
Social Welfare Justice
(retd) Irshad Qaiser.

Speaking at the in-
auguration ceremony,
Qaiser highlighted the
numerous benefits of
online hearings for pris-
oners, including en-
hanced security mea-
sures and reduced trans-
portation expenses. He

emphasized that the fa-
cility will enable prison-
ers to appear in court re-
motely, eliminating the
need for physical trans-
fers, which often pose
security threats and in-
cur significant fuel
costs.

The online hearing
system will primarily
serve accused individu-
als involved in serious
cases, allowing them to
participate in court pro-
ceedings without leav-
ing the jail premises. Bail
and release decisions
will also be communi-
cated electronically to
the jail administration,
streamlining the process
and ensuring timely up-

dates. Qaiser further
elaborated on the ongo-
ing prison reforms, stat-
ing that the government
is committed to improv-
ing jail infrastructure
and providing voca-
tional training opportu-
nities for inmates. He
mentioned that renova-
tion work is underway at
various jails, with four
facilities, including
Peshawar Jail, already
completed.

In addition to infra-
structure improvements,
the provincial govern-
ment is also prioritizing
rehabilitation and reinte-
gration programs for
prisoners. Inmates are
being provided with

skills training to enable
them to start their own
businesses upon re-
lease, reducing the like-
lihood of recidivism.

The introduction of
online hearings and the
emphasis on prisoner re-
habilitation reflect the
provincial government's
efforts to modernize the
jail system and promote
a more humane and ef-
fective approach to in-
carceration. By leverag-
ing technology and pro-
viding vocational train-
ing, the authorities aim to
enhance security, reduce
costs, and empower in-
mates to become pro-
ductive members of so-
ciety upon their release.

KARACHI (INP):
The Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) has re-
covered a total of
1,364 kilograms of
drugs and arrested
eight suspects during
nine different opera-
tions across the coun-
try. In a detailed state-
ment, an ANF spokes-
person on Friday said
that 7 kilograms of
hashish were recov-
ered from a parcel
sent from Quetta at
Jinnah International
Airport Karachi. Ad-
ditionally, 1 kilogram
and 593 grams of ice
were recovered from
a passenger's trolley
bag at Bacha Khan
International Airport
Peshawar. The ac-
cused was leaving for
Qatar by flight number
QR-601.

Furthermore, 792
grams of heroin were
recovered from a par-
cel booked for Great
Britain at the courier
office in Lahore. Dur-
ing an operation near
Motorway Toll Plaza
Islamabad, 36 kilo-
grams of opium and 28
kilograms and 800
grams of hashish were

recovered from a ve-
hicle. Two suspects
were arrested during
this operation.

In another opera-
tion near Sangjani Toll
Plaza Islamabad, 18
kilograms of opium
and 12 kilograms of
hashish were recov-
ered from a truck.
Two suspects were
also arrested during
this operation. Addi-
tionally, 4 kilograms
and 800 grams of
hashish and 1 kilogram
of ice were recovered
from a vehicle near
Shershah Toll Plaza
Multan. The accused
was taken into cus-
tody.

Meanwhile, 2 kilo-
grams and 400 grams
of hashish were re-
covered from the ac-
cused near Wahari
Chowk Multan.

In an operation in
Dera Ghazi Khan, 970
grams of ice were re-
covered from the ac-
cused in a passenger
bus.

The most signifi-
cant recovery was
made in Kali Pani
Many, Pashin area,
where 520 kilograms

NEW ZEALAND: New Zealand leader and future Prime Minister Christo Falkson (centre) addresses
Parliament in Wellington.

ISLAMABAD: First Lady begum  Samina Alvi addressing a breast cancer aware-
ness event

of opium, 80 kilograms
of heroin, and 650 ki-
lograms of hashish
were recovered.
These drugs were
concealed for the pur-
pose of smuggling.
According to the ANF

spokesperson, cases
under the Anti-Nar-
cotics Act have been
registered against all
the suspects arrested
during the operations.
Further investigations
are underway.

DSP Umair
Tariq sent jail
on judicial re-

mand in Orangi
Town heist case
KARACHI (INP): In the
high-profile Orangi
Town robbery case, the
court sent the prime sus-
pect, an under-training
Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) Umair
Tariq Bajari, to jail on ju-
dicial remand on Friday.

According to the
details, the prime sus-
pect DSP along with
three police officers
named in the FIR was
presented before
Karachi’s city court.

After hearing the
argument from both
sides, the magistrate
sent DSP Umair Tariq to
jail on judicial remand,
while the other three po-
lice officers were handed
over to the police for two
days of physical remand.

It is  pertinent to
mention here that an un-
der-training DSP Umair
Tariq Bajari and two
Shaheen Force officials
have been booked in
Karachi’s Orangi Town
dacoity case.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Planning Development and Special Initiatives,Muhammad
Sami Saeed awarded certificates to the officers after completion of their 38th Mid Career Manage-
ment Cousrse on November 24 at NIM.
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Global economy paying for the U.S.
debt crisis: Report

Two cancer hospitals at govt level to be
made operational soon: CM Naqvi

ISLAMABAD (INP): How the
Global economy is paying for the
U.S. debt crisis, a detailed review
was made in a report published
by Gwadar Pro on Friday.

Just one day before a poten-
tial U.S. government shutdown,
U.S. President Joe Biden signed a
stopgap funding bill on Novem-
ber 16th to keep the federal gov-
ernment operational.

This act essentially means
that U.S. policy-makers have once
again deferred the fiscal time bomb
by a few months.

In reality, the U.S. debt issue
has become a persistent ailment
for both the American govern-
ment and global investors. As the
Federal Reserve enters a cycle of
interest rate hikes, U.S. debt has
been snowballing and will poten-
tially trigger an avalanche in the
international financial system.
Just how large has this snowball
become?

The U.S. federal debt, as re-
ported by the U.S. Treasury De-
partment on October 26th, 2023,
has skyrocketed to $33.67 trillion,
an increase of $2.27 trillion since
the temporary suspension of the
$31.4 trillion debt ceiling took ef-
fect on June 3rd, 2023, set to ex-
pire at the beginning of 2025. The
debt is projected to exceed $50 tril-
lion by 2030.

The massive fiscal deficits
accumulated over the long term
are a significant driver of the bal-
looning federal debt.

During the 2018 financial cri-
sis, the U.S. government imple-
mented two rounds of fiscal stimu-
lus, totalling approximately $1.5
trillion. During the COVID-19
pandemic, six rounds of fiscal
stimulus policies were introduced,
nearing $5.7 trillion.  These poli-
cies were financed by issuing
bonds on a large scale. From 2007
to 2019, the U.S. government debt

increased by about $14 trillion,
and in the little over three years
since 2020, it has risen by more
than $8.2 trillion.

According to a report by Na-
tional Public Radio (NPR), the re-
cent significant rise in federal gov-
ernment spending can be attrib-
uted to major factors such as the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the
increased healthcare costs due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and an
aging population, as well as a rise
in other social service expendi-
tures by the government.

The three main budget
items—defense, healthcare, and
social security—collectively ac-
count for as much as 60% of the
budget and are considered essen-
tial. Additionally, the long-stand-
ing current account deficit has
been covered by increasing na-
tional debt. In 2022, the U.S. trade
deficit in goods and services
soared by 12.2% from $845.1 bil-
lion in 2021 to $948.1 billion, mark-
ing a record high for the third con-
secutive year.

The U.S. has long been in a
state of trade deficit, necessitat-
ing substantial financing or bor-
rowing to bridge the gap.

The U.S. Congress estab-
lished a maximum debt threshold
for the federal government as
early as 1917, known as the "debt
ceiling" or "national debt limit."

From a systemic design per-
spective, the debt ceiling aligns
with the common interests of the
United States and all its creditors.
It serves as a critical component
in  maintaining the U.S.
government's debt credibility and
the hegemony of the dollar, as well
as a declaration of creditworthi-
ness to creditors. However, in prac-
tice, the U.S. Congress has raised
the debt limit over 110 times since
1917, from $11.5 billion in 1917 to
$1 trillion in 1982, $10 trillion in

2008, $20 trillion in 2017, and
breaking $30 trillion in 2022.

The debt ceiling has become
a defensive line that greed con-
tinuously pushes back. This sup-
posed limit has been stretched
continuously, symbolizing a de-
fense line under siege by insa-
tiable greed.

The question arises: where is
the ceiling for the debt limit? By
the end of the 2022 fiscal year, the
size of the U.S. debt ceiling as a
percentage of GDP had soared to
125%; the Congressional Budget
Office predicts it will reach 185%
by 2052.

Legally, Congress is granted
the regulatory authority to impose
limits on the total national debt,
but there is a lack of regulation
regarding the direction and pur-
pose of bond funds.

This has led to a situation
where the federal government, to
achieve its policy objectives, opts
to continuously increase the scale
of fiscal expenditures, which are
fundamentally unable to cover
fiscal outlays, resulting in a fiscal
deficit.

This phenomenon pressures
Congress to submit to reality and
repeatedly raise the debt limit,
compelling Congress to concede.

On November 10th, Moody's
announced a downgrade of the
U.S. sovereign credit outlook from
'stable' to 'negative,' while affirm-
ing its AAA rating.

Previously, Fitch and Stan-
dard & Poor's had downgraded
the U.S. sovereign credit rating
from the top-notch 'AAA' to
'AA+.' Now, all three major inter-
national rating agencies express
significant concerns about the
prospects of U.S. sovereign debt.
The loss of confidence worldwide
is catastrophic for U.S. Treasur-
ies, a global anchor for asset val-
ues.

Pakistan, Japan fully committed to further
strengthen diplomatic relations

ISLAMABAD (INP): Mr.
WADA Mitsuhiro, the Ambas-
sador of Japan to Pakistan has
stated that Pakistan and Japan
has celebrated the 70th anni-
versary of diplomatic relations
last year and have continued
to develop the relationship this
year.

He stated that cultural and
people-to-people exchanges
are the foundation of the Ja-
pan-Pakistan relationship. This
year, we are holding events
such as a Karate session and
a Japanese film festival, as well
as conducting scholarship pro-
grams as in previous years.

While addressing the
Journalist’s Reception here, he
stated that last summer, Paki-
stan experienced the largest
flood in its history. On the oc-
casion Prime Minister Kishida
had sent a message viewed that
Japan will always be with Pa-
kistan and will spare no effort
to provide the necessary sup-
port for the earliest possible
recovery of the affected areas.

He stated that In January,
Japan pledged approximately
77 million US dollars in assis-
tance for the recovery from
the flood damage, more than
half of which has already been
disbursed. As part of this
pledge, a grant aid project was
signed last month. This is a
project to rebuild 9 schools or
44 classrooms in Sindh Prov-
ince. JICA and Government of
Sindh are being prepared for
implementation.

Japan has been providing
development assistance to Pa-
kistan since 1954 and we will
celebrate 70th anniversary of
our ODA cooperation next

year. Please talk with Mr.
Kinoshita and the staff of the
Economic & Development
Section later for details of our
efforts, he reiterated.

“I hope tonight will be an
opportunity to further deepen
your understanding of Japan
and Japan-Pakistan relations.
My staff from Political, Eco-
nomic & Development, and
Public Affairs Sections are
waiting for talking with you.
JICA’s Chief Representative,
Mr. Kinoshita, is also here.
Thank you, Mr. Kinoshita, for
joining us tonight’.

“I would like to mention
Foreign Minister’s visited to
Japan in July. I attended the
meeting between the two Min-
isters in Tokyo and saw them
having an open and frank ex-
change of views.   While Pa-
kistan is heading toward gen-
eral elections, we have a new
Foreign Minister, Ms. Yoko
Kamikawa. She recently vis-
ited Palestine and Israel to dis-
cuss the situation especially
how to improve the humanitar-
ian situation in Gaza.

Between the governments
of Japan and Pakistan, we
have several high-level consul-
tation frameworks including
Foreign Secretary Level Politi-
cal Dialogue, which was held
in June. In the coming year and
beyond, we will make use of
the frameworks to move bilat-
eral relations forward, he
added.

Regarding his recent visit
to Sialkot, he viewed that in
September, I visited Sialkot
with Japanese companies in
order to explore further
strengthening business ties.

During the visit, I was very
happy to learn that Japan's ar-
tificial leather, stainless steel,
and other materials make it
possible to produce high-qual-
ity soccer balls, surgical instru-
ments and sports wears for
export to the rest of the world.

Today, more than 80 Japa-
nese companies are doing their
business in Pakistan with a cre-
ation of more than 80,000 jobs.
They have shared and trans-
ferred their knowledge, tech-
nologies and experiences while
local partners have facilitated
the Japanese business people
in all phases of business cycle
as “dereenah dost.”

They are currently facing
a difficult time amid the cur-
rent economic situation in Pa-
kistan. I would like to do my
best to ensure that the business
relationship between the two
countries does not suffer any
setbacks.

Last but not least, cultural
and people-to-people ex-
changes are the foundation of
the Japan-Pakistan relationship.
This year, we are holding
events such as a Karate ses-
sion and a Japanese film festi-
val, as well as conducting
scholarship programs as in pre-
vious years.

In this regard, I would like
to mention that the Govern-
ment of Japan has conferred
the Imperial Decorations on
Mr. Imtiaz Ahmad, former
Ambassador to Japan. He
trained in Japan to master the
Japanese language and con-
tributed to strengthening friend-
ship, cultural and economic re-
lations and mutual understand-
ing.

LAHORE (INP): Caretaker
Punjab Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi reviewed the progress
on upgradation work on 43 pri-
ority projects for the conve-
nience of the public including
the upgradation of hospitals on
Friday, besides announcing that
two cancer hospitals are being
made operational at govern-
ment level for the first time in
the history of Punjab.

The chief minister reached
the office of the Planning and
Development Board, Lahore
and held a 3-hour long meet-
ing to review the progress on
development projects.

He directed to speed up
work on the upgradation of
Lahore hospitals including Sir
Ganga Ram, Mayo, Children’s
Hospital, Services, and Institute
of Cardiology.

He also ordered authori-
ties to complete development
work at Multan’s Children's

Hospital, Nishtar Hospital,
Nishtar II, Holy Family Hospi-
tal in Rawalpindi, Benazir
Bhutto Hospital,

 Allied Hospital in
Faisalabad, DG Khan Institute
of Cardiology within the stipu-
lated period.

CM Naqvi said that the
Institute of Dental Sciences in
Jubilee Town is being made
functional after a delay of 16
months.

He said that Mayo Can-
cer Hospital will be con-
structed in Manawan Hospital
while a cancer hospital is be-
ing built at Indus Hospital in
Jubilee Town.

Mohsin Naqvi said that
two cancer hospitals are being
made operational at the gov-
ernment level for the first time
in the history of Punjab.

He directed the authorities
to complete the construction of
a new bridge over River Ravi

by January.
The issues related to

Imamia Colony Flyover and
Abdullahpur Faisalabad
Flyover should be resolved
soon, he added.

The chief minister was in-
formed about the real-time
monitoring of the projects
through drone footage.

Board Chairman Iftikhar
Sahu briefed about the physi-
cal progress of each project,
construction of a two-way
road from

Wahandu Interchange to
Benazir Chowk to link
Gujranwala with Sialkot-
Lahore Motorway, Gajumta to
Kasur Ferozepur Road and
Manga Raiwind Road projects.

The chief minister was
also briefed about the
upgradation of the Lahore Zoo
and Safari Park, and Safe City
projects in Faisalabad,
Rawalpindi, and Gujranwala.

ISLAMABAD: Imam-e-Kabah Professor Dr. Sheikh Saleh bin Abdullah bin Humaid
calls on Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

FIA Cybercrime Quetta Apprehends Suspects In-
volved in Alleged Sexual Harassment

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: In a major op-

eration, the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency’s (FIA) Cybercrime
Circle in Quetta has success-
fully apprehended two individu-
als involved in sexual harass-
ment and blackmail.

The accused, identified as
Malik Shariq and Saqib Abbas,
were taken into custody from
the Quetta area.

 The suspects allegedly em-
ployed a deceptive loan app to
exploit unsuspecting citizens.
Under the guise of financial as-
sistance, they targeted individu-
als, attempting to extort money
by threatening to leak compro-
mising pictures and videos of
their victims.   The FIA
Cybercrime Circle launched an
investigation into the matter fol-
lowing multiple complaints.

2 Mobile Phones Confis-
cated From Accused

During the operation, law
enforcement officials confis-
cated two mobile phones from
the possession of the accused.

These devices reportedly
contained objectionable photos
and videos of a citizen’s daugh-
ter, reinforcing the severity of
the charges against Shariq and
Abbas.

A spokesperson for the FIA
stated that the arrested individu-
als are currently under investi-
gation, and the legal process is
underway.

 The agency is committed
to ensuring justice for the vic-
tims and will leave no stone
unturned in bringing the perpe-
trators to justice.

Arrest Aims At Up-
holding Rule Of Law

The arrest of Malik Shariq
and Saqib Abbas highlights the
continuous efforts of

 law enforcement agencies
to combat cybercrimes that
pose a threat to the privacy and
security of citizens.

The FIA encourages citi-
zens to remain vigilant and re-
port any suspicious activities,
emphasizing the importance of
cybersecurity awareness in the
digital age.

As the investigation un-
folds, the FIA Cybercrime
Circle in Quetta remains stead-
fast in its mission to

safeguard citizens from
online threats and to uphold the
rule of law in the digital realm.

CHINA: Tourists enjoy the view at Qinghai Lake in the northern province of
Changhai

QUETTA: Balochistan Caretaker Home Minister, Captain (R) Zubair Jamali vis-
iting District Jail Quetta

QUETTA: Information Minister Balochistan, Jan Achakzai handing over a shield to UNDP Pakistan
Rep Dr. Samuel Rizk.DGPR Noor Khetran also present on the occasion


