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Gas Leakage Quetta: Two Injured in
Devastating Explosion

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: In Quetta’s Kasi

Road, Street Number 8 area, an
ordinary evening took a harrow-
ing turn when a gas leak triggered
a devastating explosion in a home.
The flames danced wildly, leav-
ing chaos in their wake as two
souls grappled with the inferno
that engulfed them. In the midst
of the crisis, neighbors rushed to
the scene, frantically calling for
help.

Swiftly responding, paramed-
ics arrived with an ambulance to
rescue the victims. The injured,
their bodies marked by the unfor-
giving flames, were carefully
loaded into the ambulance, which
sped through the streets, racing
against time. At the hospital, a
team of dedicated medical profes-
sionals worked tirelessly to tend
to the burns, offering a glimmer of
hope to those affected.

Amidst the charred remnants
of what was once a home, the re-

silience of the community
emerged. Neighbors banded to-
gether, offering support and com-
fort to the families affected by the
tragedy.

Gas leakage blasts are a com-
mon phenomenon in Quetta and
other parts of Balochistan be-
cause of prolonged and unan-
nounced load shedding.

Balochistan Geared Up: Preparations Set for
Anti-Polio Campaign

Health Desk:

Anti polio drops being administered to a child in Balochistan

QUETTA: In a decisive
move to fortify its polio-free
status, Balochistan embarks on
a sweeping anti-polio campaign
today, poised to reach over 2.5
million children below the age
of five. The ambitious initiative
orchestrates the efforts of
11,000 dedicated teams strate-
gically positioned across the
province, symbolizing a collec-
tive front against the poliovi-
rus.

While the campaign was
initiated in high-risk districts
three days ago, its full-scale
implementation today under-
scores the region’s unwaver-

ing commitment to eradicating
polio. Syed Zahid Shah, Chief
of the Emergency Operation
Cell, passionately calls upon
parents to actively cooperate,
ensuring their children receive
the indispensable anti-polio
drops.

Environmental
Samples Found In
Quetta, Chaman,

Hub And Dera Bugti
He said that poliovirus is

present in the environmental
samples of Balochistan. Polio-
virus was confirmed in the en-

vironmental samples of Quetta,
Chaman, Hub and Dera Bugti.
He said that all resources
should be used to ensure the
complete eradication of polio.
They are determined to fight
against polio, he said referring
to the dedicated polio workers
battling the virus at the cost of
their lives.?

This monumental en-
deavor epitomizes the collabo-
rative spirit of the government,
UNICEF, WHO, and various
organizations. Together, they
strive to preserve Balochistan’s
polio-free legacy, meticulously
upheld for over two years.

Christian Community Protests Graveyard Occu-
pation, Alleges Land Mafia in Quetta

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: The Christian

community in Quetta staged a
protest demonstration against
the alleged occupation of an
ancient graveyard by a land
mafia.

 Community leaders pas-
sionately declared that the sa-
cred site, with roots dating back
a century, stood as a testament
to their history and identity.

The leaders lamented the
intrusion into the graveyard, re-
vealing that it housed 480
graves belonging to the Chris-
tian community. These final
resting places, they empha-
sized, held deep cultural and
historical significance for the
community, tracing their roots
to the establishment of Paki-
stan.

Protesters Were
Carrying Placards

And Banners
The protesters passion-

ately asserted that the Chris-
tian community had played an
integral role in the foundation
of the nation, underscoring
their commitment to its
progress and prosperity.
Women, a significant part of the
community, also actively par-
ticipated in the demonstration,
raising their voices in solidar-
ity.

Amidst banners and heart-
felt chants, the protesters

called for immediate action
against the encroachment on
their sacred grounds. Their
plea echoed through the
streets, demanding justice and
protection for the historical
legacy embedded in the ancient
Christian graveyard.

The community’s resil-
ience and determination shone
through as they stood united in
defense of their cultural heri-
tage.

PM Kakar lands in UAE for bilateral visit
DUBAI: Caretaker Prime

Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar
landed in the United Arab Emir-
ates on Sunday for a bilateral visit.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (PMO) on social media plat-
form X, PM Kakar was welcomed
at Abu Dhabi’s Al-Bateen airport
by UAE Justice Minister
Abdullah Sultan bin Awad Al
Nuaimi and Pakistani diplomatic
officials.

According to the PMO, the
premier will meet UAE President
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed dur-
ing his visit from November 26 to
Nov 28.

In a statement released ear-
lier today, the Foreign Office (FO)
said that the visit would provide

“an opportunity to advance bilat-
eral ties in all spheres including
political, economic, trade, invest-
ment, cultural, defence and
people-to-people relations”.

The visit will also include
signing of memorandum of under-
standings between Pakistan and
the UAE in a range of areas in-
cluding investment cooperation in

the sectors of energy, port opera-
tions projects, waste water treat-
ment, food security, logistics, min-
ing, aviation, and banking and fi-
nancial services, the FO said.

“Pakistan and the UAE en-
joy warm and long-standing fra-
ternal ties that have stood mul-
tiple tests of time,” it added.

Kakar would also later plead
Pakistan’s case at a key session
of the upcoming 28th Conference
of Parties (COP-28) scheduled to
be held in the UAE on Dec 1-2.

In a meeting earlier this week,
the interim PM had directed the
authorities concerned to make full
preparations for presenting
Pakistan’s stance during the COP-
28 on climate finance and other
issues effectively. NEWS DESK

Killing reported in Gaza refugee camp as third group
of hostages, prisoners expected to be released

GAZA: Egyptian Foreign
Minister Sameh Shoukry received
a call from US State Secretary
Antony Blinken to discuss ob-
stacles threatening Israel’s truce
with Hamas and ways to reach a
comprehensive ceasefire, Egypt’s
foreign ministry said, Reuters re-
ports.

During the phone call,
Shoukry stressed the need to
build on the truce while imple-
menting the United Nations Se-
curity Council resolution issued
on Nov. 15 which calls for humani-
tarian pauses that can allow aid
into Gaza, the ministry said in a
statement.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has made his
first to Gaza since Tel Aviv began
bombarding the enclave follow-
ing the Hamas attack on Oct 7,
telling soldiers there that Israel
will continue until it wins, AFP
reports.

“We continue until the end
— until victory,” footage posted
online by his office showed him
saying. “Nothing will stop us, and
we are convinced that we have
the power, the strength, the will
and the determination to achieve

all the war’s goals, and we will,”
he said.

Egypt’s Al Qahera TV has
said that the Red Cross has be-
gun receiving a new group of 13
Israeli hostages and five other
foreigners from Hamas, AFP re-
ports.

Egyptian security officials are
also beginning procedures for the
hostage exchange, Al Qahera
added.

Thousands of demonstrators
against anti-Semitism marched in
London to protest the rise in hate
crimes against Jews since the at-
tack by Hamas on Israel in Octo-
ber and Israel’s subsequent bom-
bardment of Gaza.

According to Reuters, pro-
testors carried placards with the
message “Shoulder to shoulder
with British Jews” and “Zero tol-
erance for anti-Semites.”

Others showed the faces of
Israeli hostages held by Palestin-
ian group Hamas. Some people
sang in Hebrew while others
chanted “Bring them home” in ref-
erence to the hostages.

Demonstrators hold placards
at a march against anti-Semitism,
during a temporary truce between

Hamas and Israel, in London, Brit-
ain  November 26, 2023. —
REUTERS

Police arrested a far-right ac-
tivist, Tommy Robinson, at the
start of Sunday’s march after he
refused to leave the area at the
request of police officers.
Organisers of the demonstration
had asked Robinson not to attend
because of the distress his pres-
ence was likely to cause.

Police estimated 45,000
people marched in the demonstra-
tion on Saturday. They did not im-
mediately have an estimate for the
size of Sunday’s march.

Under a night sky illuminated
by moonlight rather than flares
and explosions, Gaza resident
Ibrahim Kaninch sat by a small
bonfire outside his partially de-
stroyed house, feeding the flames
with bits of cardboard as he
heated up water for tea, Reuters
reports. The peaceful scene, on
the second night of a temporary
truce between Israel and Hamas,
was a moment of respite and re-
flection for Kaninch, who like
other Gazans has endured fear
and hardship since the conflict
began on Oct 7. NEWS DESK
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Lone ‘rager’
By Muna Khan:

Media giants’ tattered credibility
By Abbas Nasir:

THE credibility of glo-
bal media organisations
such as the BBC, CNN,
SkyNews and even pro-
gressive newspapers
such as the UK’s Guard-
ian appears to be in tat-
ters as their editorial poli-
cies were found seri-
ously wanting in the af-
termath of Israel’s mas-
sively disproportionate
response to the Hamas’s
break-out last month
from Gaza and attack on
Israel that killed 1,200
people, including some
400 soldiers.

Hamas militants
also took some 250 hos-
tages from Israel back to
Gaza with them as, they
said, they needed lever-
age to secure the release
of some of the 8,000 Pal-
estinians in Israeli jails,
over 1,000 of whom,

mostly women and chil-
dren, have never been
charged and are de-
tained — I’d say held
hostage — on what are
called ‘administrative
orders’.

Israel’s enraged
and blind carpet bomb-
ing of Gaza City and
other northern parts of
the Strip has seen a stag-
gering 14,000 Palestin-
ians killed, over 60 per
cent of them women and
children, while Western
powers led by the US and
dutifully followed by
UK, Germany and others
supported Israel’s mass
murder, even genocide,
by saying it was exercis-
ing its right to self-de-
fence.

To start with, tragi-
cally, many of these
organisations mirrored
their governments’ view

that see-m--ed to suggest
that the root of the
Middle East conflict
dated back to Oct 7, 2023,
and not as far back as the
Nakba in 1948 that saw
the mass expulsion of
Palestinians from their
ancestral land.

Since their own
governments were en-
dorsing the Israeli occu-
piers’ view, the media
organisations ended up
echoing the latter’s pro-
paganda.

 Take, for example,
the numbers of those
killed in Gaza, which was
always attributed to the
‘ Ham as -co nt rolled ’
health authority, so as to
create doubt about them.
This when, from Am-
nesty International to
Human Rights Watch to
smaller organisations
working in Gaza, all said

Hamas figures were al-
ways accurate and not
dodgy at all. Ironically,
the only figure that was
revised was the initial
Israeli figure of 1,400
killed by Hamas to 1,200.
The initial number as
well as the revised one
has been carried by the
media without any attri-
bution except for the day
the revision happened.

This revision hap-
pened because the Israe-
lis said that some of the
charred bodies recov-
ered from the kibbutz
that Hamas attacked were
assumed to be those of
Israelis, but later, foren-
sics tests and analyses
made clear those be-
longed to Hamas fight-
ers.

Despite this admis-
sion, the global media
did little to cover stories

on credible websites,
even an eyewitness tes-
timony on Israeli radio
that Israeli tanks had fired
at houses where Hamas
were holding Israelis
hostage and many died
in such explosions and
the resultant raging fires.

Similar treatment
was reserved for Israeli
Apache (gunship) heli-
copter pilots’ statements,
in which one reserve lieu-
tenant-colonel said they
were following the
‘Hannibal directive’
whereby they fired at any
vehicle they suspected
of carrying hostages.

You only have to
google some of these in-
stances to learn more but
you can be sure very little
of it would have figured
in Western mainstream
media. This is not to say
for a moment that Hamas

militants did not attack,
kill and take Israelis hos-
tage, among them sol-
diers, civilians, elderly
women and children.
They did.

Also, look at the
coverage of Israel’s tar-
geting of journalists and
their families in Gaza.
Declan Walsh, the re-
spected New York Times
journalist, in a tweet
called our Gaza col-
leagues ‘titans’ of the
profession. They disre-
garded the danger to
their lives and reported
on the Gaza genocide.

You may have read/
heard of the killing of the
family of the stoic Al
Jazeera correspondent in
Gaza. But, like me, you’d
have learnt of the tar-
geted killing of at least
60 journalists by Israel
and some of their fami-

lies in precision bombing
runs by the occupation
air force via social me-
dia. Even colleagues are
seen as children of a
lesser god by some of
our Western media out-
lets.

With Israel’s wan-
ton targeting of the ci-
vilian population in Gaza
and the images of
slaughtered, bloodied
babies reaching the
world only because of
the heroic and selfless
reporting by our valiant
colleagues, the tide of
blind Western govern-
mental support to the
genocidal ultra-righ t
wing Netanyahu-led
government is slowly
turning.

The Spanish and
Belgian prime ministers
have categorically said
enough  is enough .

Spain’s Pedro Sánchez
appointed a Valencian-
born Palestinian with
family in the West Bank
to his cabinet. Sira Abed
Rego is on record say-
ing after Oct 7 that Pal-
estinians have the right
to defend themselves
against occupation.
Sánchez has called
Israel’s response exces-
sive and called for a two-
state solution, while
vowing to recognise Pal-
estine.

Opinion polls in the
US and UK are suggest-
ing that parties and can-
didates who have given
Israel carte blanche to
carry out mass murder in
Gaza are alienating a
chunk of their voters.
Given Joe Biden’s slim
victory margin over
Donald Trump in the last
presidential election.

Environmental Samples: Urgent
Call to Safeguard Balochistan’s

Polio-Free Status
Editorial:
In a crucial stride to fortify its polio-free status, Balochistan launched
an ambitious anti-polio campaign, reaching out to over 2.5 million chil-
dren below the age of five.

The dedication of 11,000 teams strategically positioned across the
province symbolizes a collective determination to combat the poliovi-
rus.

However, amidst this proactive effort, unsettling news surfaces.
Environmental samples from Quetta, Hub, Dera Bugti, and Chaman
test positive for the virus, casting a shadow on the region’s hard-won
progress.

This alarming development is a stark reminder that the fight against
polio is far from over.

Polio-Free Balochistan, A Hard-Won Progress
Syed Zahid Shah, Chief of the Emergency Operation Cell, passion-

ately calls upon parents to actively cooperate, underscoring the urgency
of ensuring that their children receive the indispensable anti-polio drops.
It is imperative for every citizen to recognize their role in this monu-
mental endeavor.

The collaborative spirit demonstrated by the government, UNICEF,
WHO, and various organizations is commendable.

 However, the recent environmental samples pose a looming threat,
demanding intensified efforts and collaboration. It is crucial for these
entities to join hands in a unified front against the crippling virus.

Govt And Orgs Should Intensify Their Efforts
This editorial urges the government and relevant organizations to

intensify their efforts, pooling resources and expertise to confront and
eliminate this newfound challenge.

The preservation of Balochistan’s polio-free legacy, meticulously
upheld for over two years, demands immediate action.

The time to act is now, to secure the health and future of Balochistan’s
children, ensuring a polio-free landscape for generations to come.

Ziarat Juniper Forest in Peril: Ancient Trees Face De-
forestation Threat

Summan Ismail:

The Ziarat Juniper
Forest, nestled in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
territory, stands as a
testament to nature’s
splendor and history’s
embrace. This ancient
forest is renowned for
its towering, thousand-
year-old Juniper trees,
which rank among the
world’s oldest and tall-
est. This article ex-
plores the profound
significance of the
Ziarat Juniper Forest,
its historical roots, eco-
logical importance,
and the pressing need
for conservation ef-
forts.
A Glimpse into

History
The story of the

Ziarat Juniper Forest is
a journey through
time. Once inhabited
by nomadic tribes,
these Juniper trees
served as versatile re-
sources. They pro-
vided fuel, construc-
tion materials, and me-

dicinal remedies, in-
graining themselves in
the local culture. Over
generations, the forest
became a cherished
asset, safeguarded by
tribal elders.
A Global Eco-
logical Gem

In recent years,
the Ziarat Juniper For-
est has garnered inter-
national recognition for
its unique and vital eco-
system. It is an integral
part of the region’s
biodiversity, hosting a
diverse array of plant
and animal species.
Furthermore, the Juni-
per trees themselves
offer a rich source of
genetic information,
fueling discoveries in
ecology and herbal sci-
ence.
The Dark Side

of Progress
While the past de-

cade has brought com-
fort and progress to the
region, it has come at
a steep price. One in-
dustry that has thrived

sive analysis of the
forest. The study re-
vealed a substantial
reduction in the
Juniperus tree popula-
tion from 71,005 hect-
ares to 50,311 hect-
ares between 1988
and 2018, alongside a
decline in agricultural
land in the same pe-
riod. This academic
publication also noted
a decrease in the
forest’s carbon supply,
primarily due to defor-
estation.

Protecting
Wildlife and
Promoting
Sustainable

Tourism
Conservation ef-

forts are underway to
protect the diverse
wildlife within the
Ziarat Juniper Forest.
Endangered species
such as the Asiatic
Mountain Bear, Snow
Leopard, and Markhor
call this forest home,
and preserving their
habitat is paramount.

at the expense of the
forest is the furniture
sector, leading to ex-
tensive deforestation.
These ancient wood-
lands, found mostly at
altitudes above 2000
meters, are under se-
vere threat. The
Ziarat region, home to
approximately 5000-
year-old Juniperus spe-
cies, faces rampant
deforestation due to
domestic fuel con-
sumption, agricultural
expansion, construc-
tion, medicinal use,
and furniture produc-
tion.

Alarming
Trends: A

Deforestation
Study

A recent report
titled “Observing Car-
bon Stock and Land-
Use Change in 5000-
Year-Old Juniper
Woods Stand of
Ziarat, Balochistan,
through a Synergistic
Methodology” con-
ducted a comprehen-

Simultaneously, initia-
tives aim to promote
sustainable tourism,
allowing visitors from
around the world to
appreciate the forest’s
natural beauty and
ecological signifi-
cance.

The Call to
Action

The allure of the
valuable Juniper wood
has led to its exploita-
tion, with reports even
implicating authorities
in the illegal trade. To
secure the future of
this ancient forest, im-
mediate action is es-
sential. It is imperative
that we collectively
embrace sustainable
practices, raise
awareness, and curb
deforestation. Only by
doing so can we en-
sure the preservation
of this unique species
and its vital role in our
natural world. To-
gether, we must act
responsibly to safe-
guard the Ziarat Juni-
per Forest for genera-
tions to come.

Sachs on Pakistan’s economy
By Ashraf Jehangir Qazi:

ON Nov 21, Dr Jef-
frey Sachs,  the re-
nowned development
economist of Columbia
University, addressed
the Sustainable Devel-
opment Policy Institute
in Islamabad. He began
by referring to the gen-
eral “failure of political
systems to address
people’s needs” and re-
ferred to the militarist
global policy of the US
as a prime example.

He noted US stra-
tegic policy was moti-
vated more by “jeal-
ousy” towards China
than concern for
Americans. He ob-
served if there was
peace between India
and Pakistan, the people
of the subcontinent
could benefit enor-
mously.

Sachs noted that,
according to IMF “di-
agnostics”, the Paki-
stan economy appeared
“stuck” in low growth
and that this year, nega-
tive growth was likely.
Moreover, “there was
no clear prosp-e--ct of
change”. Domestic in-
vestment at 14 per cent
of GDP last year was
“barely enough to
co--ver depreciation.”

The twin disasters
of the devastating
floods and the Covid
pandemic had further
exacerbated the situa-
tion. China, Pakistan’s
gre-at friend and
neighbour had, in con-
trast, sustained a do-
mestic investment rate
of 40 to 50pc since
Deng Xiaoping’s Open-
ing Up and Reform in
1978! Pakistan was
simply “not investing in
its future”.

As for school edu-
cation, an essential in-
gredient of developing
human capital, the situ-
ation in Pakistan was
just as bad.  The School
Life Expectancy, ie, the
number of years an av-
erage child spends in
school in Pakistan, was
just eight years accord-
ing to the World Bank.

If technical and
vocational education
and training are also
considered, the situa-
tion becomes much
worse. Moreover, gov-
ernment revenue,
which is the primary
source of finance for
development and hu-
man investments, was
a mere 12pc of GDP.

If Pakistan is to
achieve the educational
and technical standards
it absolutely needs to
develop its economy, it
would spend 83pc of its
current government
revenue.

 This would leave
practically nothing for
everything else.

Sachs noted that
there was no way the
private sector would or
could make up the gap
and the same held true
for the healthcare sec-
tor — an equally vital
ingredient of human de-
velopment.

To make matters
still worse, the budget
deficit of Pakistan in
the fiscal year ending in
2023 was 7pc, contrib-
uting to an annual infla-
tion rate of 30pc. In
view of such statistics,
Sachs bluntly observed,
“a significant lifestyle
change in Pakistan was
required”.

Sachs also noted
Pakistan had gone to

the IMF for another
bailout. And what did
the IMF demand? Cut
spending! At a time
when Pakistan’s
spending on critical in-
gredients of human and
economic development
was already too low!

In answer to
Pakistan’s protests, the
IMF command was: Be
quiet! Don’t make a
crisis! Austerity, Sachs
admits, is needed, but
it is not a solution. So
what is to be done? A
national investment
plan is needed.

According to
Sachs, the Chinese fol-
lowed the right model,
and as a result, have
doubled their national
income five times, re-
sulting in a 32-fold in-
crease in their GDP
since 1978! While
Sachs did not expect
Pakistan to match
China’s performance,
he clearly suggested it
should try to follow its
example, even though
“it won’t be easy”. Pa-
kistan had no alterna-
tive but to make the at-
tempt.

Where should Pa-
kistan invest? Sachs
reiterated his well-
known six areas of edu-
cation, healthcare, en-
ergy (decarbonised),
sustainable land care
use (land reforms), ur-
ban renewal (where
half the population now
resides), and digital
transformation (5G is
indispensable.) To even
begin this odyssey, Pa-
kistan would need to
raise its revenue collec-
tion to 25 or 30pc of
its GDP — essentially
doubling its current
rate.

This would require
a similar raising of the
savings rate, including
household savings,
even from poor house-
holds for which the
banking system would
need to be appropri-
ately redesigned.
Pakistan’s national debt
at 35pc of GDP was
not very high. But it
was short-term rather
than long-term debt,
which created a liquid-
ity problem and de-
terred international in-
vestment.

Accordingly,  a
debt management
strategy was essential
in order to attract pub-
lic and private interna-
tional lenders. All of the
above, Sachs con-
cluded, was difficult
but possible. Pakistan’s
performance needed to
convey its develop-
ment commitment to
the global investment
community. Comment:
One of Pakistan’s re-
spected economists
noted there was noth-
ing “new or surprising”
in what Sachs had
said. This was not a
criticism. It was a rec-
ognition that resolving
Pakistan’s economic
crisis was as much a
political as it was an
economic challenge.
Textbook economics
and IMF panaceas at
best provided insuffi-
cient and short-term
answers. Other econo-
mists said the quality of
investments was more
important than the
quantity of investment
and the breaking of in-
ternational production
chains had disrupted
Pakistan’s economic
policies. There was a

view that Sachs’ pre-
sentation was “too
macro, as the devil lay
in the details”.

Another view
stressed that a signifi-
cant percentage of
Pakistan’s government
revenue was spent in
interest payments.

As for foreign di-
rect investment in Pa-
kistan, it was observed
that it was relatively
short-term, the profits
of which were repatri-
ated in foreign cur-
rency. (In this regard,
Sachs said Pakistan had
to attract long-term
loans and investments
from international fi-
nancial institutions and
the global investment
community,  thereby
suggesting the need for
radical structural re-
forms. China is, in fact,
the only country that
has made long-term in-
vestments and granted
longer-term loans to
Pakistan. This upsets
the US and it has, ac-
cordingly, put our rul-
ing elites on notice.)

Conclusion: Prof
Jeffrey Sach’s presen-
tation was a breath of
fresh air.  The implica-
tions were clear. Paki-
stan has to first get out
of the failing state syn-
drome before it can
hope to respond to the
challenges he identified.

How will it do so?
This can only be an-
swered by actions,
mobilisation, move-
ments, organisation,
pro-people gover-
nance, etc. Our exter-
nally dependent, inter-
nally hostile, and fear-
ful power and political
elites, however,  will
never facilitate this.

IN 2009, as I was plan-
ning my return home
from Hanoi, I told a group
of friends I wanted to
become active in poli-
tics, maybe eventually
contest elections. I had
to be part of the system
if I wanted to change it, I
said. From that group, my
dearest friend Duc was
the most upset to hear
this. On my last night in
Hanoi, Duc handed me a
typewritten note, listing
20 terrible things about
politicians.

“Politicians think
big because they’re
small,” it said. Another
was: “Politicians put
monks and writers in
jail.” Also, “Politicians
cheat, lie, steal and they
like doing those things.”
And the one that mat-
tered most: “Politicians
don’t like journalists.”

We agreed and not
just because we were
both journalists, albeit
limited in our practice of
it in Vietnam, which, in
2009, ranked 166 in the
World Press Index, the
bottom 10. Pakistan
ranked 159. Last year,
Vietnam ranked 174 and
Pakistan 150.

Duc and I knew the
system in our respective
countries and how to
work in it, when to push,
when to retreat. Duc
knew more about sur-
vival than I ever will.

His life changed
overnight when the Tet
offensive began in 1968
and his father was cap-
tured by the Viet Cong
and imprisoned for over
a decade. His mother
was barred from teach-
ing and had to sell
noodles on the street.
Duc escaped to the US

as a teenager. He wrote
his family’s story of loss
and reunion and longing
for his homeland in his
memoir Where the
Ashes Are. He returned
to Vietnam in 2006 and
opened Tadioto, a bar,
cafe and art space which
became a refuge for no-
mads and creatives. It
was a vibrant space
where people could ex-
press themselves
openly, which caused
some discomfort in some
quarters.

I saw Duc get angry
about the harassment
and intimidation he
faced but it never de-
terred him from continu-
ing his mission. He of-
ten told me I needed to
get angry. Anger, he said,
was a catalyst for
change.

He spoke about
how the anger fuelled
him to write. He was 17
years when he arrived in
the US and was on the
radio by age 21. “I was
angry, because people
didn’t understand what
we Vietnamese, what we
immigrants were about,”
he said in a Ted Talk.
“We needed to tell our
stories ... by telling it, I
was getting my own in-
dependence, and my
own happiness ... for
being able to tell that
story because nobody
else was going to tell that
story for me.”

This is  why he
didn’t want me to join
politics; he wanted me to
write stories, especially
about people affected by
conflict and war. Tell sto-
ries about how politi-
cians destroyed genera-
tions so that it causes
anger and gets people to
change, he wrote in an

email to me in 2020.
I have been thinking

of anger as an agent for
change since hearing the
news of Duc’s passing
from cancer in Hanoi a
few days ago. I’m not
talking about politicians
stoking voters’ anger —
a good electoral strategy
but bad for the country’s
stability. I’m not talking
about the country unit-
ing in anger against an
enemy either. I’m talking
about the anger that has
the power to create a
ripple effect. And, it can
come from just one per-
son.

Take Sheema
Kermani, who shouted
“ceasefire now” at an
event held at the British
High Commission in
Karachi recently and
then walked out. There
was no ripple effect but I
believe her solo act made
a compelling statement
about protest and spoke
volumes about why no
one joined her. She is part
of the new Palestine Soli-
darity Committee which
is planning a protest to-
morrow.

There are many
other examples of solo
acts of defiance. A young
Afghan girl stood out-
side Kabul University
last year protesting
against the Taliban’s ban
on education. Greta
Thunberg started her cli-
mate justice movement as
a solo protester when
she was 15. Malala
Yousafzai began her ac-
tivism with her father’s
support. Remember the
image of the still un-
known man who stood in
front of tanks in Tianmen
Square in 1989? Solo
protesters are fuelled by
courage and conviction.
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Ambassador, AFBF President discuss en-
hancing Pak-Korea business ties

Incentives for overseas can boost remit-
tances, investment: PIAF

Strengthening Pak-Saudi skills
development cooperation need of

hour: SAPM Jawad

Two die after struck by lightning in
Tharparkar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Headed by Special As-
sistant to the Prime Min-
ister (SAPM) on Over-
seas Pakistanis and Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment (OP&HRD), Jawad
Sohrab Malik, a Paki-
stani delegation on Sun-
day visited the Techni-
cal and Vocational Train-
ing Corporation (TVTC)
of Saudi Arabia in
Riyadh.

The delegation
comprised Ambassador
of Pakistan Ahmad
Farooq, Director General
of Bureau of Emigration
& Overseas Employment
(BEOE) Akram Khawaja,
Joint Secretary Emigra-
tion Aurangzeb, and
Community Welfare
Attachés, said a press
release.

The Saudi side was
represented by Deputy

Governor Eng.
A b d u l r a h m a n
Almarwani, Director
General of International
Cooperation Eng. Sultan
Alsunaya, Supervisor at
the Deputy Governor
Office for Training and
Quality Policies, Dr.
Khaled Al-Othman, and
International Coopera-
tion Specialist at the Di-
rectorate of International
Cooperation, Khaled
Alshehri.

The Deputy Gover-
nor of the Technical and
Vocational Training Cor-
poration (TVTC) wel-
comed the Pakistani del-
egation. The meeting
was held in a very cor-
dial manner.

The Technical and
Vocational Training Cor-
poration (TVTC) team
gave a detailed presen-
tation on the working of

TVTC.
SAPM, Jawad

Sohrab Malik appreci-
ated the great role of the
Technical and Vocational
Training Corporation
(TVTC) in the skills de-
velopment of Saudi na-
tionals.

Both sides dis-
cussed ways to
strengthen cooperation
in skills improvement for
workers. It is pertinent to
note here that Navtec
and Technical and Voca-
tional Training Corpora-
tion (TVTC) will soon
sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in
this regard.

The visit of the Pa-
kistani delegation to the
Technical and Vocational
Training Corporation
(TVTC) was a positive
step forward in strength-
ening cooperation.

EPC to issue
327 electoral

symbols list for
general elec-

tions 2024
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP)
has prepared list of elec-
toral symbols, encom-
passing over 300 options
for political parties and
independent candidates
alike. The list boasts a di-
verse array of symbols,
ranging from eagle, lion,
and crane to arrows,
swords, and bats.

The list includes
representations as varied
as cars, jeeps, bulbs,
ducks, birds, and flowers.

Even everyday
items like soap dishes
and thermoses have
found their place among
the plethora of symbols,
creating a unique visual
narrative for the elector-
ate. With a total of 327
electoral symbols, the
ECP ensured.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ambassador of Pakistan
to Korea Nabeel Munir
has said that trade and
economic relation be-
tween Pakistan and Ko-
rea should be enhanced
as both countries are po-
tential markets and have
the great ability and re-
sources to fulfill each
other’s needs.

He was talking to
President All Pakistan
Business Forum (APBF)
Syed Maaz Mahmood,
who called on the Am-
bassador at Pakistan
Embassy in Seoul, to dis-
cuss important matters
related to B2B collabo-
rations, joint ventures,
and enhancing bilateral
trade between Korea
and Pakistan.

During the meeting,
the Pakistan Embassy in
Korea and the All Paki-
stan Business Forum
(APBF) agreed to give
intra-trade a new boost
through joint ventures
between the private sec-
tors of the two countries.
Several ideas were dis-
cussed to bring aware-
ness about opportunities
on both sides of the
business communities
through regular contact
and exchange of infor-

mation for the busi-
nesses of Korea and Pa-
kistan.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Ambassador
Nabeel Munir acknowl-
edged and appreciated
APBF efforts and initia-
tives taken by it for the
business community of
Pakistan. He observed
Pakistan is a very poten-
tial market, adding that
doing business in coun-
try like Pakistan is al-
ways very profitable. He
said that Korea and Pa-
kistan remain actively
engaged in various fields
such as climate change,
cultural exchange, and
information technology.
Many Korean investors
are also interested in the
Pakistani market, invest-
ing over $39 million last
year alone. The 13,000
Pakistanis in Korea also
contribute invaluably to
the Korean economy to
further solidify relations.

Korean companies
already operate in Paki-
stan in diverse sectors.
Daewoo, Samsung,
Lotte, LG, Hyundai, and
Kia are household
names in Pakistan. While
Korean companies are
welcome to invest in any
sector, food processing,

the automotive industry,
I.T., hospitality/tourism,
textiles, housing and
construction, and logis-
tics are areas in which
Korean companies enjoy
a competitive advantage.

Syed Maaz
Mahmood applauded
Nabeel Munir for the ef-
forts being made by him
to increase collaboration
on both sides between
Korea and Pakistan
through  his diligent
working. APBF Presi-
dent assured his full
commitment to work
closely with his office
and Excellency wel-
comed this with great en-
thusiasm.

The APBF Presi-
dent briefed the Pakistan
ambassador about the
APBF efforts and initia-
tives to increase bilateral
trade, facilitating busi-
ness community for ease
of doing business and
promoting the real and
positive perception of
Pakistan at every plat-
form.

Syed Maaz
Mahmood observed
that Pakistan with a $347
billion economy, a
youthful population of
220 million, a location at
the crossroads of South

and Central Asia and the
Middle East, and inves-
tor-friendly policies, was
open for business.

He said that Korea
was an important trading
partner of Pakistan.
South Korea was the
second biggest export
destination of Pakistan
in East Asia after China.
It comes at 14th place
among the top importing
countries and at 16th
place among the top ex-
porting countries for Pa-
kistan.

He said that the 16
designated Special Eco-
nomic Zones in Pakistan
offer lucrative incentives
for investors. Korean
companies are welcome
to start businesses in es-
tablished SEZs or de-
velop a Korean SEZ any-
where in Pakistan. Ben-
efits include a one-time
exemption from customs
duties and taxes for all
capital goods imported
into Pakistan for the de-
velopment, operations,
and maintenance of the
SEZ.  Similarly, the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor, a game-
changing development
of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, is open for third-
party collaboration.

LAHORE (INP): The Pa-
kistan Industrial and
Traders Associations
Front (PIAF) has sug-
gested the government
to announce incentives
for oversees Pakistanis
to further boost up for-
eign remittances, besides
enhancing investment in
the country by Pakistani
expatriates.

Chairman PIAF
Faheemur Rehman
Saigol said that remit-
tances last month came
in at $2.21 billion and this
figure, while an improve-
ment from last month’s
$2.09 billion, was signifi-
cantly lower than market
expectations of $2.4-2.5
billion.

 However, on a
month-on-month basis,
remittances rose by 5.3%
but they declined by
11.24% compared to last
year, when remittances
stood at $2.49 billion.

He said that the
market was expecting re-
mittances to improve fol-
lowing a massive crack-
down on exchange rate
manipulation in the open
market, and the subse-
quent reduction in the
premium between the
open and interbank mar-
kets.

The PIAF Chairman
said that Pakistanis
abroad may choose to
send remittances
through banks, in which
case they would become
part of the interbank mar-
ket, or exchange compa-

nies, which are part of
the open market.

 Typically, the dif-
ference in the rates of the
two markets was not
very large; under the
agreement with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF), it cannot exceed
1.25% for more than five
days.

However, between
August 28 and Septem-
ber 4, the difference in
the market rates widened
to an alarming extent
both in absolute and per-
centage terms — up to
nearly Rs 30 per dollar or
8.5%. And before the
crackdown was
launched in early Sep-
tember, a sign ificant
number of foreign ex-
change dealings, includ-
ing remittances, were ei-
ther being done ‘off the
books’ in the open mar-
ket or diverted to the
grey market.

It all changed, how-
ever, once the authorities
launched a massive
crackdown on illegal for-
eign exchange trade.

Faheem Saigol said
that Pakistan's economic
growth is expected to
see a decline during next
two years. So, foreign re-
mittance flows are the
only hope which can
support the current ac-
count balance, as the
GDP growth is not going
to decelerate.

Lamenting the
gloomy picture of
Pakistan's position in the

region with regard to its
GDP growth, he said that
upward trend in remit-
tances to Pakistan from
overseas workers is a
positive news for the
country's economy.

Quoting the data of
Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS), he said that
exports rose by just 1.8
percent to $15.1 billion,
while imports fell 6.1 per-
cent to $36.6 billion de-
spite imposition of high
duties on import. If the
government was eyeing
$30 billion in exports rev-
enue in the current fiscal
year, it would have to
take measures to boost
exports and investment,
he maintained.

The PIAF Chief said
that structural reforms
can revive Pakistan 's
economic growth with
major focus on incen-
tives for oversees Paki-
stanis workers. If gov-
ernment assists over-
seas Pakistanis and pro-
vides them incentives,
they can play a pivotal
role in  boosting
Pakistan's economy
through  their remit-
tances and investments
for the socio-economic
prosperity, he said.

He said oversees
Pakistanis can invest in
agriculture, transporta-
tion, telecom and energy
sectors which have huge
potential.

 The government
has badly failed to at-
tract foreign investment

because the persisting
process of approval of
projects discourages the
investors, he added.

 He asked the bu-
reaucracy to mould
simple procedures by re-
visiting the existing pro-
cesses so that the inves-
tors could be facilitated.
He said that export-ori-
ented industries should
be facilitated.

He said that remit-
tances can help not only
in financing the deficit in
import payments but also
in foreign debt repay-
ments, suggesting the
government to focus on
structural reforms, which
can revive Pakistan’s
economic growth with
major focus on incen-
tives for overseas Paki-
stanis workers.

According to SBP
data, the highest amount
of remittances was re-
ceived from Saudi Arabia
at $538.2 million, fol-
lowed by the United
Arab Emirates at $400
million, the United King-
dom at $311.1 million and
the United States at
$263.4 million.

Meanwhile, remit-
tances from other GCC
countries totalled $248.1
million, while Pakistanis
in the European Union
sent $269.3 million. Over-
all, total remittances in
the first three months of
FY24 stood at $6.33 bil-
lion, down 19.8% from
last year’s figure of $7.89
billion.

T H A R P A R K A R
(INP): Two people
were killed while one
was injured after they
were struck by light-
ning in Tharparkar,
hospital sources said
on Sunday. The de-
ceased, residents of
Chachro’s Wavori vil-
lage, were identified
as 75-year-old
Suleman Nehri and his
22-year-old son
Ramzan.

1 0 - y e a r - o l d
Kalsoom, who was in-
jured in the incident,
was shifted to hospi-
tal.    Animals were
also affected by inci-
dents of lightning re-
ported from other vil-
lages of Tharparkar.

Different parts of
southern and south-
eastern Sindh, includ-
ing provincial capital
Karachi, have been
receiving rain since
yesterday.

Several areas of
Karachi were inun-

dated following rain
late Saturday night.

And to make mat-
ters worse, due to the
absence of a sewer-
age system in residen-
tial and commercial
areas such as Korangi,
Mehran Town and oth-
ers, rainwater could
not be drained out.

Water was also
accumulated in and
around Madison Mar-
ket and Jorrya Bazaar,
making it extremely
difficult for the people
to pass through it.

Intermittent rain
accompanied by cool
breeze in Hyderabad
and its suburbs has
turned the weather
cold.

Similarly, tem-
peratures dropped in
Mithi, Islamkot and
other parts of
Tharparkar after these
areas received the first
monsoon showers of
the winter season.

Likewise, the

weather has turned
cold in Sanghar too
after different areas of
the district received
rain. Rain lashed
Matyari, Hala and out-
skirts, turning low-ly-
ing localities into pools
of water.

Thundershowers
were also reported
from Kandiaro, which
made the weather
chilly.

First showers of
the winter season in
Tando Muhammad
Khan and suburbs of
the district resulted in
drop in temperatures.

However, the rain
did not come without
inconvenience as dif-
ferent localities of
Hyderabad and other
cities plunged into
darkness late Saturday
night after power sup-
ply to these areas was
suspended after the
rain.

As many as 444
feeders of the

Hyderabad Electric
Supply Company
(HESCO) region
were tripped due to
which the supply of
electricity to Thatta,
Badin, Umarkot,
Mirpurkhas, Tando Al-
lah Yar, Sanghar and
Tharparkar was sus-
pended. Spokesman
for the HESCO, on
the other hand, has
said that the power
supply would be re-
stored once the rain
stopped.

He further said
that all the HESCO’s
technical staff was
present at grid stations
for the purpose.

HYDERABAD: Leaders and activists of Jeay Sindh Rehbar Committee, a conglomerate of different
nationalist parties, hold a rally for the expulsion of Afghans and other immigrants from Sindh outside
Radio Pakistan.

SOUTH KOREA: In Busan, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right) has met with Japanese For-
eign Minister Yokokami Kuro on the sidelines of the trilateral meeting of foreign ministers of
China, Japan and South Korea.

QUETTA: Provincial President of All Balochistan Progressive Private Schools Association Muhammad
Nawaz Pindrani addressing the meeting of District Heads.

Quetta roast famous across Pakistan. Food lovers throng towards hotels: Photo
Farooq Khan
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Historic PPP Youm e Tasees To Be Observed

In Quetta: Nawab Zehri
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Former
Balochistan Chief Minister and
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) cen-
tral leader Nawab Sanaullah Zehri
announced the historic obser-
vance of PPP Youm-e-Tasees in
Balochistan on November 30th,
marking the first time for such an
event in the province.

At a packed news conference
at his residence, Nawab Zehri,
joined by former Governor
Balochistan Lieutenant General
(R) Abdul Qadir Baloch, Ali
Madad Jattak, and former minis-
ter Mir Zahoor Buledi, expressed
the party’s commitment to ad-
dressing public grievances
through political channels.

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari To Address

The Gathering
Nawab Sanaullah Zehri em-

phasized the PPP’s deep political
roots in Balochistan and revealed
the formation of various commit-
tees to ensure the success of the
November 30th gathering. Antici-
pating a significant turnout, he
highlighted that PPP Chairman

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari is sched-
uled to address and preside over
the Youm-e-Tasees function in
Quetta, foreseeing it as a major
development in Balochistan’s po-
litical landscape.

Former Governor General (R)
Qadir Baloch called upon the
province’s masses to join hands
with the PPP, stating, “PPP stands

for Balochistan and its people.”
The party has arranged for the
historic event at the Ayub Stadium
in Quetta, with Mir Zahoor Buledi
asserting, “We are going to make
history.” Rozi Khan Kakar, the
PPP’s Secretary General for
Balochistan, urged party workers
to unite and thwart any conspira-
cies from adversaries.

Malik Amanullah Mehtarzai
Joins ANP

News Desk:
QUETTA: The tribal elder

Malik Amanullah Khan Mehtarzai
officially joined the Awami Na-
tional Party (ANP) on Saturday.
The momentous decision was an-
nounced in the presence of ANP’s
central leader Amir Haider Khan
Hoti, the party’s provincial presi-
dent Asghar Khan Achakzai, and
other prominent leaders.

Expressing his commitment to
the ANP, Malik Mehtarzai de-
clared, “I have decided to join the
ANP,” marking a notable addition
to the party’s ranks. ANP leaders
Hoti and Achakzai, addressing the
gathering, assured their dedica-
tion to safeguarding Pashtoon
resources and rights within Paki-
stan.

Welcoming Malik Amanullah
Khan Mehtarzai into the ANP fold,
Hoti and Achakzai emphasized the
party’s mission to uphold the in-
terests of the Pashtoon commu-
nity. The move is anticipated to

strengthen the ANP’s represen-
tation and influence, particularly
in the tribal regions.

This strategic alliance reflects
a shared commitment to champi-
oning the rights and resources of
the Pashtoon population, solidi-

fying the ANP’s position as a key
political force. The presence of
top leaders at the announcement
underscores the significance of
Malik Amanullah Khan
Mehtarzai’s decision to shape the
political landscape in the region.

Adil Raja, Haider Mehdi Convicted To RI
For Inciting Sedition: ISPR

News Desk:
Major (rtd) Adil Farooq Raja and
Captain (rtd) Haider Raza Mehdi,
both former army officers were
handed 14 and 12 years of jail sen-
tence respectively following their
Field General Court Martial for “in-
citing sedition”, the military’s me-
dia wing said on Saturday.

In a statement, the Inter-Ser-
vice Public Relations (ISPR) said
both retired officers were con-
victed and sentenced “under the
Pakistan Army Act, 1952 for the
charges of inciting sedition among
army personnel from discharge of
duties and violation of the provi-
sions of Official Secrets Act, 1923
related to espionage and acts
prejudicial to the safety and inter-
est of the state”.

The ISPR said that Major (rtd)
Raja was sentenced to “14 years
rigorous punishment” while Cap-

tain (rtd) Mehdi was handed “12
years rigorous punishment”.

“The court of competent ju-
risdiction convicted and adjudged
both the individuals on the date
of Oct 7 and Oct 9, 2023, through

due judicial process,” the military
said.

“Pursuant to the awarded
sentence, the ranks of both offic-
ers have been forfeited on Nov
21, 2023,” the statement said.

Governor Balochistan Launches 16 Days of
Activism Against Violence on Women

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: In a significant

move during the inaugural cer-
emony of sixteen days of activ-
ism against violence against
women, Governor Balochistan,
Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar
underscored the untapped poten-
tial of women in the province. He
lamented the lack of opportuni-
ties and facilities for women, em-
phasizing that societal neglect
has hindered women’s progress
in various aspects of life.

Addressing the gathering,
Governor Malik Abdul Wali Khan
Kakar praised the initiative to com-
bat violence against women, con-
sidering it a commendable effort.
He highlighted the need for soci-
ety to appreciate every endeavor
aimed at preventing violence
against women. The ceremony,
attended by notable figures in-
cluding Minister Shania Khan,
former Balochistan Speaker
Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani,
and others, marked a positive step
toward addressing the challenges
faced by women.

Increased Female
Representation In

Parliament De-
manded

Governor Malik Abdul Wali
Khan Kakar stressed the respon-
sibility to protect women’s rights

and powers, expressing his desire
for increased female representa-
tion in parliament. He condemned
the cowardly acts of violence
against women, citing them as
contradictions to the rich values
and traditions of the province.
The governor acknowledged the
economic dependence of women
on men and urged society to en-
sure the observance of women’s
rights, especially economic inde-
pendence.

Socio-Economic
Security OF Women

Demanded
Advocating for education in

rural areas,
Governor Balochistan sug-

gested a comprehensive policy at
the provincial level for the socio-
economic security of women
home-based workers and the im-
parting of modern skills.

He recommended a continu-
ous awareness campaign over the
next sixteen days to highlight the
dignity of women.

In conclusion, Governor
Balochistan distributed com-
memorative shields to the event’s
organizers and

participants, emphasizing the
importance of collective efforts in
promoting and securing the well-
being of women in the region.

Govt sets up high-level tech committee to imple-
ment IMF tax net expansion condition

ISLAMABAD  (INP): The gov-
ernment has set up a high-level
eight-member technical committee
to implement the IMF's condition
of bringing 15 to 20 million new
taxpayers into the tax net by June.

The committee will prepare
recommendations and guidelines
in one month regarding data inte-
gration and implementation of the
FBR plan to expand the tax net.

The members of the commit-
tee include Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) member Inland Rev-
enue Operations Mir Badshah
Khan Wazir, member Information

Technology Dr. Nasir Khan, mem-
ber Digital Initiatives FB. R
Karamatullah Khan Chaudhry,
NADRA Chief Projects Officer
Gohar Ahmed Khan, NADRA
Head of Department of NDW Syed
Mushaber Hussain, FBR Chief In-
formation Technology Zeenul
Abidin Sahi and Chief Executive
Officer of Pakistan Revenue Au-
tomation Limited (PRAL). Aamir
Malik is included. The technical
committee will prepare measures
and proposals for data integration
under Broadening of Taxes, IT In-
frastructure Transformation Plan

of FBR. Similarly, it will prepare
and submit recommendations and
suggestions about the implemen-
tation of the FBR project to ex-
pand the tax net.

The committee will also re-
view the IT infrastructure of the
Federal Board of Revenue and
recommend the transformation
and upgradation plan for
FBRRKET infrastructure.

The committee will also make
recommendations regarding the
restructuring of Pakistan Revenue
Automation Limited (PRAL), a
subsidiary of FBR.

Police lodge manslaughter FIR
after 11 killed in fire at high-rise

on Karachi’s Rashid Minhas Road
KARACHI (IN): The police have
registered a first information re-
port (FIR) but failed to make any
arrests a day after nearly a dozen
people were killed in a massive fire
at a commercial high-rise building
in Karachi’s Gulistan-e-Jauhar
area. At least 11 people died while
five others were injured after a
blaze erupted inside the R.J. Shop-
ping Mall at 6:20am Saturday be-
cause of a suspected short circuit.

The fire began on the fourth
floor due to short circuit and later
engulfed other floors. According
to officials, the deaths occurred
beca-use the building had no ven-
tilation. Today, the police regis-
tered a case at the Sharea Faisal
police station. It stated that an in-
spection of the site revealed that
the six-storey building did not
have an emergency exit or a fire
alarm system and it was sus-
pected that the blaze erupted due
to a short circuit.

It elaborated that after the fire
broke out, people stuck inside the
building tried to flee using stairs
and lifts, resulting in suffocation.

The FIR said a detailed probe
would be conducted spanning
over the aspects of: approval of
building’s construction, clearance
of map and plan, connivance of
K-Electric and other
organisations, negligence and
use of substandard material.

It invoked sections 322 (man-
slaughter), 436 (mischief by fire
or explosive substance with intent
to destroy house, etc), 427 (mis-
chief causing damage to the
amount of fifty rupees), 288 (neg-
ligent conduct with respect to
pulling down or repairing build-
ings), 285 (negligent conduct with
respect to fire or combustible mat-
ter) and 34 (acts done by several
persons In furtherance of common
intention) of the Pakistan Penal
Code.

59th founding day
of Pakistan Televi-

sion observed
ISLAMABAD (INP):  The 59th
founding day of Pakistan Televi-
sion was observed on Sunday.

To mark the 59th foundation
day of PTV, Caretaker Prime Min-
ister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar cut the
cake at the Islamabad Centre of
the state-run TV. He commended
PTV for playing a key role in high-
lighting Pakistan's identity and
portraying soft image of the coun-
try. Caretaker Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi, Secretary Information
Shahera Shahid, Managing Direc-
tor PTV Mubashar Tauqir Shah,
Director of News and Current Af-
fairs Arif Mahmood Sheikh re-
ceived the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister also par-
ticipated in  the maiden
programme of the newly launched
Talk-Show of PTV News "Baat Se
Baat." Renowned artiste and ce-
lebrity Faryhal Gohar is the host
of the programme. Prime Minister's
interview with Faryal Gohar will
be telecast tonight.

It is pertinent to mention that
Pakistan Television founded in
November 1964 on the day.

RIYADH: SAPM Jawad Sohrab Malik meets with the CEO of Dallah Healthcare and VP (HR) of Dr
Sulaiman Al-Habib Hospital Mr Badr  Al Rowalli in Riyadh KSA.

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Cricket team members in action during practice match,ahead of their
Australia tour to play three Test match series at the Rawalpindi Cricket stadium.

Caretaker CM orders inquiry into
Gorakh Hill Project irregularities

KARACHI (INP): Caretaker
Chief Minister Maqbool Baqar
on Sunday has taken notice of
irregularities in Gorakh Hill
Development project.

Caretaker CM of Sindh
has expressed resentment over
blatant misuse of funds and
assets of Gorakh Hill project.

The chief minister has said
that the project has 140 em-
ployees on payroll but none of
them performing their duties.

Caretaker chief minister
has also summoned explana-
tion from Project Director of
the development project.

“The misuse of funds will
not be tolerated at any cost,”
chief minister said.

Caretaker chief minister
has directed the chief secre-
tary to conduct an inquiry of
the project.

It is to be mentioned here
that the National Accountabil-

ity Bureau had initiated inves-
tigation into alleged corruption
in Gorakh Hill Development
Authority (GHDA) in 2019.

The anti-graft watchdog
had also conducted raid at the
office of the

GHDA and had seized
record of alleged corruption
worth Rs seven billion.

 Gorakh is located in
Kirthar mountain range at an
elevation of 1734m, along the
border of Sindh and
Baluchistan.

Gorakh is situated on one
of the highest plateaus of Sindh,
spread over 2,500 acres of
land, and due to its surround-
ings, it is a unique adventure
point for nature lovers.

It is about 423 km distance
from Karachi. The Hill station
attracts large number of tour-
ists from the city due to its pris-
tine environs.

Lahore police regis-
ter 4,682 cases in
13-day crackdown

on underage drivers
LAHORE (INP): The Lahore po-
lice registered 4,682 cases and im-
pounded hundreds of vehicles
during crackdowns over the last
13 days on underage drivers.

According to details, follow-
ing the tragic road mishap which
claimed lives of six family mem-
bers in DHA Lahore, the police
continued a crackdown on under-
age drivers.

In this connection, special
checkpoints have been set up in
different areas of Lahore, espe-
cially in DHA area to nab under-
age drivers.

Chief Traffic Officer (CTO)
Lahore has said underage drivers
pose risks not only to themselves
but also to others. He also urged
the parents not to allow their un-
derage children to drive vehicles
or motorbikes.

It is pertinent to mention here
that six members of the same fam-
ily were killed in a tragic car acci-
dent in Lahore’s Defence Phase 7
area.


