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Environmental Samples: Urgent Call to Safeguard
Balochistan’s Polio-Free Status

Syed Ali Shah:

In a crucial stride to fortify its po-
lio-free status, Balochistan
launched an ambitious anti-polio
campaign, reaching out to over 2.5
million children below the age of
five.

The dedication of 11,000 teams
strategically positioned across the
province a collective

region’s hard-won progress. This
alarming development is a stark
reminder that the fight against
polio is far from over.
Polio-Free
Balochistan, A Hard-

‘Won Progress

role in this monumental endeavor.
The collaborative spirit demon-
strated by the government,
UNICEF, WHO, and various or-
ganizations is commendable.
However, the recent environmen-
tal samples pose a looming threat,
demanding intensified efforts and
Itis crucial for these

determination to combat the po-
liovirus.

However, amidst this proac-
tive effort, unsettling news sur-
faces. Environmental samples
from Quetta, Hub, Dera Bugti, and
Chaman test positive for the vi-
rus, casting a shadow on the

Syed Zahid Shah, Chicfof the
Emergency Opsrauon Cell, pas-
sionately calls upon parents to
actively cooperate, underscoring
the urgency of ensuring that their
children receive the indispensable
anti-polio drops. It is

entities to join hands in a unified
front against the crippling virus.

Govt And Orgs
Should Intensify
Their Efforts

government and relevant orga-
nizations to intensify their ef-
orts,

pooling resources and ex-
pertise to confront and elimi-
nate this newfound challenge.

The preservation of
Balochistan’s polio-free legacy,
meticulously upheld for over
two years, demands immedi-
ate action.

The time to act is now, to
secure the health and future of
Balochistan’s chlldren ensur-

i fi

forevery citizen to rccogmzc their

This editorial urges the

inga p for
generations to come.
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Expanded Programme
on Immunization
Government of Pakistan

Qatar says agreement
reached to extend
temporary Gaza truce
by 2 days

GAZA: US Attorney General
Merrick Garland has wamed of
increasing threats from “domes-
tic violent extremists” amid grow-
ing attacks against minority
groups, as he vowed a full inves-
tigation into the shooting of three
men of Palestinian descent, AFP
reports.

Police said a man had been
arrested in connection with the
wounding of the three university
students in Burlington, Vermont,
as authorities probe what they
bchcvc was a “hate-motivated

Garland said the Department
of Justice was closely monitoring
theimpact thatthe conflictin Gaza
may have n “inspiring foreign ter-
rorist organisations, home-grown
violent extremists and domestic
violent extremists both here in the
United States and abroad”.

French warship has arrived
in the Egyptian town of El-Arish
near the border with the conflict-
torn Gaza Strip to serve as a hos-
pital for wounded civilians, a port
source said, AFP reports. The
Dixmude ship is expected to ac-
commodate two operating rooms
and around undreds of
critically wounded Palestinians
have crossed into Egypt in recent
weeks with special exit permits,
after the majority of hospitals in
Gaza were forced out of service,
according to the United
Nations.News Desk

Commander Of Saudi Land Forces
Calls On COAS Asim Munir

Dawood Ahmex

ISLAMABAD: Licutenant
General Fahd bin Abdullah Al-
Mutair, Commander of the Royal
SaudiLand Forces (RSLF) called
on General Syed Asim Munir, NI
(M), Chicfof Army Staff (COAS)
at GHQ, on Monday, the military’s
‘media wing said.

According to the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR), dur-
ing the meeting, both sides dis-
cussed various areas of mutual in-
terest including cooperation in
the fields of defense, security, and
military training as well as the re-
gional situation and the ongoing

conflict in the Middle East.

The visiting dignitary appre-
ciated the Pakistan Army’s role in
fighting the menace of terrorism
and paid rich tribute to the sacri-
fices made in bringing peace to
the region.

COAS thanked the dignitary
and said “Pakistan deeply values
its strategicand brotherly ties with
the Kingdom of Saudia Arabia.”
Earlieron arrivalat GHQ, a smartly
turned-out contingent of the Pa-
kistan Army presented the guard
of honour to the visiting digni-
tary.

Millions Spent on Beauti-
fying Quetta Airport Road,

Lacks Maintenance Plan
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a shocking
turn of events, the Balochistan
government splurged millions
of rupees on the beautification
project of Quetta’s Airport
Road, only to neglect the cru-
cial aspect of implementing a
maintenance mechanism.

The project primarily fo-

Daily Quetta Voice sought
to shed light on the issue by
reaching out to the responsible
authorities for a response, but
to no avail. The officials re-
mained tight-lipped, offering
zero explanation or account-
ability for the oversight.

Mi t Of

cusedon
cally pleasing beauty walls
along the roadside, but the lac!
of foresight has led to unfore-
seen consequences.
Heroin Addicts Take
Away Irons, Wood

Disturbingly, heroin addicts
have taken advantage of the
situation, pilfering irons and
wood without any effective
checks in place.

“Addicts take away irons
and wood and sell them in the
market” , Muhammad Ajmal,
acitizen lamented. He said the
government merely con-
structed beauty walls and then
abandoned the project.

Officials Tight-Lippled

Public Funds

As the once-beautiful
project now stands marred by
negligence, concerns grow
over the mismanagement of
public funds and the compro-
mised safety of the beautified

area,

“Public money wasted”,
Zubair Khan, another citizen
intervened and lamented. He
demanded of the Balochistan
government to take action
against the responsible per-
sons.

The lavish investment in
aesthetics appears to have
overlooked the essential ele-
ment of ongoing maintenance,
leaving the Quetta Airport
Road project in a state of dis-
array.

Mortar Shell Explosion Claims A Life
In Taftan Chaghi

DALBANDIN: In asom-
berincident in the Iranian bor-
der town of Taftan, tragedy
struck as one person lost his
life to a mortar shell explosion.
Assistant Commissioner of
Taftan reported that the Rus-
sian-made mortar shell was
discovered by Abdul Nabi, a
resident of Yak Mach, in the
nearby mountainous border
area.

The attempt to open the
shell proved fatal, causing se-
rious injuries to Nabl who suc-
cumbed to them while being
transferred to the hospital. The
Taftan Civil Administration
confirmed the unfortunate in-
cident.

The victim, identified as

Riaz Baloch:

Abdul Nabi, son of Abdul
Qadir, had found the explosive
deviceand tragically lost his life
in an unintended detonation.
Authorities reached the spotas

an investigation into the inci-
dent went underway.

The administration also
ordered an inquiry into the in-
cident.
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Healthcare Crisis in Balochistan Fa-

. . . .
vors Karachi as Patient Destination

Edito)

The recent exodus of Congo virus patients from Quetta to Karachi has
unveiled the alarming state of government-run hospitals in Balochistan.
The tragic loss of Dr. Shakarullah Baloch, who succumbed to the deadly
virus en route to Karachi, serves as a poignant reminder of the dire situ-
ation.

11 Doctors Tested Positive For Congo Virus

Most of the nearly dozen patients, including 11 doctors, have sought
refuge in private hospitals in Karachi in their desperate fight for survival.
This raises a crucial and deeply troubling question:

when healthcare professionals themselves lack confidence and trust
in Balochistan’s healthcare system, how can we expect the general public
to place their faith in it?

Investigation Into Outbreak of Congo Virus Is Imperative

First and foremost, a comprehensive investigation into the outbreak
of the Congo virus within the Civil Hospital’s trauma center is imperative.
Itis vil how and wh; two dozen
pmfessmnals fell victim to this deadly Virus.

We must examine whether standard operating procedures for treat-
patients were followed and determine whether the gov-
ted an inquiry to address this critical matter.

Furthermore, lhe destination for Congo virus patients was intended
to be the Fatima Jinnah Chest and TB Hospital, yet the patient was inex-
plicably admitted to the trauma center of the Civil Hospital. These dis-
crepancies warrant a thorough review.

Time Has Come For Complete Overhaul of Health Care System

|ha! despne a of over Rs. 50
’s h sector and a si number of medi-
cal professionals, pauen(c continue to be referred to Karachi for medical
treatment. This trend underscores a lack of trust in the healthcare system
within the province, and corrective measures are urgently required.

time has come for a comprehensive evaluation and overhaul of
Balochistan’s healthcare system to regain the trust of both healthcare
professionals and the general public.

Only by addressing these critical flaws can we hope to build a robust
and dependable healthcare system that serves the needs of the people.

Conflict and art

BY Huma Yusuf:

canvas carly last week, wars is becoming more

M skEar, notwar on

The effect of pollution on the nutritional status

Marwa Amin:

Pollutiun is a global

problem which is in-
creasing day by day. Pol-
lution not only

destroy our natural
environment butalso our
human health. Its harm-
ful effects on respiratory
system is well docu-
‘mented not only on hu-
‘mans but also infants kill-
ing them prematurely.
According to WHO
About 92% ofpeople are
living in the

world where the air
quality is unhealthy and
specially when infants
breathe in such polluted
air it badly effect their

respiratory  system
which is underdevel-
oped.

However polluted
air accounts for 20% of

of infants

with Pakistan so it record
a highest death troll of
infants in a year and
pneumonia is a leading
cause of it . Biomas fuel
( wood, crop residues,
animal dung) which is
mostly used in every
house of Pakistan lead-
ing to incomplete com-
bustion which cause a
serious health concern
specially in infants
which are

developing. Con-
taminated water re-
sources also cause diar-
rhea in children.

Pollution can also
cause long term conse-
quences ic.

Malnutrition,

stunted growth and im-
paired immune system.
We need to stop this we
have to grow our infant

their

learning process..
as per records in 2019,
476,000 infants died in
their first month of life
from health affects asso-
ciated with air pollution
exposure. The

uncontrollable
death of infants associ-
ated with air pollution
are related mostly to
household air pollution
whllc rest are due to

2.5.

newborn deaths world-
wide, having complica-
tions of low birth weight
and preterm birth. Chil-
dren are more vulnerable
to pollution as compare
to adults as their bodies
arenot fully develop and
their

developing lungs
and brain are more prone
to air pollution, same is
the case with their im-
mune system which are
weaker than adults it
mostly increase the risk
of respiratory diseases
(pneumonia, asthma and
premature death) and
their ability to fight it. It
also affect the learning
and developmental po-
tential of a child for ex-
ample when a child get
sick it might miss their
school which further limit

ln sub-Saharan Af-
rican nearly 86%
(236,000) deaths of in-
fants is associated with
household air pollution
while in south Asia
death trolls of infants
reaches to 50%(186,000)
attributable to house-
hold Air pollution.

As far as concern

in pollution free environ-
ment.

Efforts must be
‘made to reduce pollution
globally this will be cru-
cial not only for current
generations but also for
future generations.

rees must be
planted as it clean the air.
While playing children
should be restricted to
their home. Seminars
should be arrange for
public  awareness
against this evil. Indus-
trialwaste should be dis-
posed off at safer side
which should not

pollute air quality
and also water. Small
steps should be taken to
abolish pollution, only
this we can save our in-
fants from premature
death.

BY Maleeha Lodhi:

OVERSHADOWI:D

by Israel’s war on Gaza,
the meeting earlier this
month between Presi-
dents Joe Biden and Xi
Jinping didn’t receive as
much mediaattention as
China-US summits usu-
ally do. But it yielded a
welcome thaw in their
long frosty relations.
Their meeting on
the sidelines of the Asia
Pacific  Economic
(APEC) forum in San
Francisco was their first
face-to-face i i

all I could think of was
Gaza. Itwas easy o con-
clude that we learn noth-
ing from history, that the
powerful artistic engage-
ment with Guernica did
nothing to prevent the
horrors in Gaza, that art
in a time of war is impo-
tent, even irrelevant.
But that is obvi-
ously not the case. Even
during the Isracl-Hamas
war, art has emerged as
a proxy front line, with
coming from
Toronto to Tel Aviv, Lon-
don to New York of art-
ists with pro-Palestinian
views or Islamic themes
being cancelled, with
shows called off and
paintings pulled from
galleries. Meanwhile
Qatar’s Islamic Art and

in the context of
polarised politics. Rather
than engage with the
subject or the motivation,
the goal is now to dis-
‘miss the artist. Artists are
particularly susceptible
to labels like ‘liberal’,
“wokerati’, ‘leftist’ ..

“traitor’. Today, Guston’s
images would barely bear
consideration; his cre-
ation of them would be
politicised, rendered
toxic. The
commodification of art
exacerbates the complex-
ity. Think of it in a Paki-
stani context: art is now
putin galleries for export
to diaspora collectors, an
c]ltc pursuit. In economi-
cally desperate times,
folk art dwindles as both
Nationalmuseums them-  time and materials be-
selves became works of -~ come luxuries. The relent-
anti-war art, their walls less need to profit, seek
bearing projections of and extract, reduces op-
the Palestinian flag, and  portunities for art to be
photos of the buildings ~cxpressive, a means of

recently seeing that
iconic slogan on a T-
shirt at London’s Tate
Modern museum,
thought: if only it were
so simple. But as with
many things in our tu-
multuous world, the re-
lationship between art
and war is increasingly
uncertain.
Inside the museum,
I lingered in front of
Philip Guston’s Bom-
bardment. Oval-shaped, news
the painting’s subjects
fly at the viewer, who is
now caught in the explo-
sion, confronted by the
full velocity of violence.
Naked bodies tangle, a
mothcr desperately em-
an  infant
(wuunded” dead?), a gas
mask morphs into a skull
and still, a fleet of war
planes hovers at the top
of the canvas, endless
horror.
This was Guston’s

in over a year, and
ranged overbilateral and
global issues and all the
contentious areas that
divide them. Both sides
saw the summit as an
opportunity to stabilise
ties, which in recent
years have sunk to an all-
time low.

The meeting was
preceded by a series of
visits to Beijing by top
American officials, in-
cluding US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken,
CIA chief Bill Buns and
National Security Ad-
viser Jake Sullivan.

Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi also
visited Washington in
October. These multiple
diplomatic engagements
helped to bring down the
temperature and also
create a helpful environ-
ment for the California
summit.

No big break-

US-China thaw?

tone of the relationship
was significant, with
positive vibes from both
sides. Xi told Biden that
the “planct was big
enough” for both the
global powers. Biden
spoke of the need to re-
sponsibly manage the
competition “so it
doesn’t result in con-

sultative Agreement
meetings, and tele-
phonic contact between
theatre commanders.

Ifimplemented with-
out hurdles, this should
help to reduce the risk of
miscalculation, espe-
cially given the fraught
situation in the South
China Sea, where both
sides have air and naval
deployments.

The agreement on
counter-narcotics in-
volved China’s commit-
ment to check the pro-
duction of fentanyl pre-
cursors to prevent their
endingup with drug car-
tels and contributing to
America’s drug problem.

Biden is reported to
have conveyed his ap-
preciation for Xi’s com-
‘mitment, while also say-
ing he would “trust but
verify” Chinese actions
in this regard. The cre-
ation of a counter-nar-
cotics working group is
expected to coordinate
these efforts.

Cooperation  in
these areas and the mu-
tual desire to strengthen
communication chan-
nels may help to halt the

The Chinese foreign
ministry readout later
said Bejjing expected the
US side to now “follow
through on its statement
of not supporting Tai-
wan independence and
support China’s peace-
ful reunification™.

Biden called for re-
straint by China on Tai-
wan while reiterating US
support for its ‘One
China’ policy. Western
analysts noted that
Biden seemed to step
back from his tough
rhetoric of a year ago,
when he repeatedly re-
ferred to China’s coer-
cive posture on Taiwan,
and in a departure from
previous US policy, even
said American forces
would intervene militar-
ily to defend Taiwan in
the event of a Chinese
invasion.

Taiwan, however,
continues to be a dan-
gerous flashpoint in the
China-US confrontation.
This was laid bare ear-
lier this year when there
was a near collision in
Junc between a Chinese
ip and a United
smleeNavy guided-mis-
sile destroyer.

This underscored
what the international
community has long
feared — an inadvertent
drift into a conflict that
neither side wants but
may be unable to avert
in a region bristling with
heightened military ac-

He also said that “a
stable relationship be-
tween the world’s two
largest economies is not
merely good for the two
economies but for the
world”.

In his solo press
conference, Biden later
repeated a remark he
made earlier this year that
he saw Xiasa “dictator”.
This provoked an angry
response from Beijing
but did not detract from
the diplomatic advance
made at the summit. The
Chinese media described
the meeting as “a new
starting point™ for bilat-
eral relations.

China’s foreign min-
istry spokeswoman
called the summit“a posi-
tive, comprehensive and
constructive meeting of
strategic and far-reach- slide in China-US rela-
ing significance”. tions. But while the talks

he three areas were said to be wide-
wherethe two sides were ranging and also cov-
able to reach agreement ered the wars in Ukraine
were: to restore high- and Gaza, the summit
level military-to-military ~ didn’t see differences
communication, estab- between the two global
lish apresidential hotline, powers narrowing over
and cooperate to restrict the major issues and
the

rendering of Guernica,
the Basque town that
was bombed in April
1937 by Nazi and Italian
fa forces during the
Spanish Civil War. Hun-
dreds of civilians were
brutally killed in that at-
tack, shocking the world
and provoking pacifist
art, most famously Pablo
Picasso’s Guernica. But
standing in front of the

endlessly on
social media.

The distinction be-
tween artand waris par-
ticularly blurred online
— think of TikTok vid-
cos of the conflict, lay-
ered with obscene
graphics, slogans and
rousing music. I this a
form of art which itsclf is
part of the violence?

The role of art in

How many murals in
Karachi have been wiped
away to make room for
flyovers or gated hous-
ing developments? And
the local keeps getting
overri en,
commoditised,
neutralised and recast as
part of a global supply
chain (think of how the
truck .

through was
atthe summit. And there
wasn’t one. However,
agreement on several
fronts marked a step to-
wards easing tensions,
holding out the possibil-
ity of building on the
modest progress
achieved fora more pre-
dictable and stable rela-
tionship.

Improvement in the

of fenta-  disputes that drive ten-
nyl,aprecursor chemical ~sions in their strategic
responsible for drug competition — Taiwan,
overdoses in the US. trade, technology curbs
Re-cstablishing mili-  and military postures.
tary relations, suspended  Indeed, both sides used
by Beijing since 2022, the summit to again spell
was, of course, the most  out their positions and
significant. This means  red lines on Taiwan.
the resumption of China- Xi told Biden to
US Defence Policy Coor-  cease arming Taiwan
dination Talks, China-US  and reiterate that reuni-
Military Maritime Con- fication was inevitable.

tivity. Thus, the renewal
of high-level military
contacts acquires impor-
tance in enabling the two
countries to reduce the
riskof a full-blown crisis
or conflict.

US-China competi-
tion has also intensified
in the area of technol-
ogy. Washington is en-
gaged ina battle to main-
fain supremacy with an

intense ‘chip war’ under-
way.

A year ago, it im-
posed sweeping mea-
sures to bar American
companies and allied
countries from exporting
chips and advanced
chip equipment to China
to cripple its semicon-
ductor industry, which
‘manufactures chips and
circuits formodern elec-
tronics ranging from
supercomputers and
smartphones to automo-
biles.

Despite the fact that
these sanctions proved
to be counterproductive,
last month the US tight-
ened restrictions on ex-
ports of advanced com-
puter chips to retard
China’s efforts to de-
velop artificial intelli-
gence.
The US justified the
new curbs as aimed at
limiting China’s use of
these for military pur-
poses. Beijing slammed
them as a violation of
“the principles of fair
competition” and de-
signed to thwart ts tech-
nological progress.

iven unresolved
differences on these and
other contentious issues
in their strategic rivalry,
the San Francisco sum-
mit represents a tenta-
tive melting of the ice
between the two super-
powers, but little more
fornow.

It suggests that in
the months ahead, the
focus of the relationship
willbe on crisis manage-
ment. Nevertheless, the
effort at de-escalation
comes as a relief for the
intemational community
increasingly concemed
about a confrontation
that has far-reaching re-
percussions for the glo-
bal economy and world
stability.

Smog season

BY Umair Javed:

20, crop fires in Pakistani
Punjab were down by
nearly 60 per cent com-
pared to the average for
this period between 2016
and 2020.

Some of the puni-
tive and administrative
‘measures taken by local
officials have induced
behavioural change in
farming populations,
thus contributing to
lower frequency of crop
burning.

However, clamping
down on crop burning
addresses a relatively
small segment of the
problem, given the wide-
spread and multifaceted
nature of poor air qual-
ity. The fact of the mat-
ter s that crop fires only
emerge ahead of winter
sowing, while air quality
is poor pretty much the
year round. Tt becomes
more visible during the
last quarter of the calen-

visible, air quality indica-
tors continuously show
high levels of particulate
‘matter and toxicity. This
means thatany interven-
tions designed to clean
up the air will also have
to address these year-
round causes, rather
than just tackling time-
bound issues.

A recent article by
Pakistani _scientists
Abdullah Bajwa and
Hassan Sheikh, based at
Oxford and Cambridge
respectively, in the jour-
nal Air does a compre-
hensive  job  of
summarising the litera-
ture and evaluating the
contribution of road
transport to urban air
pollution

‘Their analysis of ex-
isting source apportion-
ment studies shows that
vehicular emissions are
responsible for any-
where between a third to
‘more than halfof poor air
quality, depending on
the of evalu-
ation. While existing re-
search may be insuffi-
cient to provide more
precise estimates, there is
a general consensus
among environmental-
ists that a) vehicle emis-
sions are a major part of

Larce parts of Paki-
stan are currently en-
gulfed by toxic air,
amounting to nothing
short of a public health
catastrophe. The onset
of *smog season’, Paki-
stan and north India’s
substitute for autumn
and carly winter, scems
to be worsening with
each passing year, and
cities in the region regu-
larly top the charts for
the worst air quality
anywhere in the world.
For the first few
smog seasons, public
authorities chose not to
pay much attention, in-
stead highlighting their
own ‘data’ that showed
the air wasn’t actually as
poisonous as environ-
mentalists were making it
out to be. Once this
make-believe data was
thoroughly debunked,
authorities gradually
stepped into action with  dar year because of
a range of seemingly changes in climatic and
measures. condi-
Clampdown on tions.
stubble burning during To date, all existing
the Kharif season has work on toxicair quality
reportedly produced in Pakistan has shown
some results. Data thatvehicular emissions
shared by environmental ~are a central part of the
policy specialist Dawar problem. Even when
Butt shows that till Nov  smog is not functionally

the problem, and b)
within emitting vehicles,
two- and three-wheelers
are likely responsible for
most of the issue.

As per the authors
mentioned, “The emis-
sions profile presented
for Pakistan’s urban au-
tomotive fleet identifies
two-/three-wheelers, al-
most allof which are car-
buretted and a signifi-
cant fraction are powered
by 2SC engines, as the
largest (36-64 per cent)
vehicular  pollution
source.

High sulphur con-
tent in fuel (especially
diesel) and lube oil,
poorly tuned and main-
tained engines that burn
rich, and lack of exhaust
after-treatment systems
are recognised as rea-
sons for Pakistan’s dis-
proportionaely high ve-
hicular emissions.*

Given what needs to
be done to clean up
Pakistan’s air, the scale
of the task is daunting
for several political and
institutional reasons. It
is true that many cities
around the world have
cleaned up their air,
tributing to better public
health outcomes for their
citizens.

n-

Climate adaptation

BY Ajaz Ahmed:

means that even achiev-
ing the ambitious mitiga-
tion targets would not
prevent unfavourable
outcomes, hence adapt-
ingto achanging climate

needs of a society in
terms of resources and
what has been done to
make social and eco-
nomic systems resilient
to climae change.

SOCIETES across the
globe face the hardest
and most long-lasting
challenge to human
progress in terms of cli-

mate change. Many re- Recently, the is a matter of survival
gions are already feeling United Nations Environ- However, as climate
the severe impact of cli- mentProgramme(UNEP) change is becoming

mate change. The devel-
oping countries, with
their limited prepared-
ness to respond to natu-
ral disasters triggered by
climate change, are espe-
cially vulnerable. Thus,
reducing the risk of cli-
mate catastrophes and
developing the resilience
of vulnerable communi-
ties has become an in-
creasingly urgent task.

However, tackling
the impact of climate
change in fragile settings
requires transformative,
and not incremental, ac-
tion. This is practically
impossible without hav-
ing adequate resources
and the technical exper-
tise required to make in-
frastructure and liveli-
hood resilient to climate
change.

Yet, there is a sub-
stantial shortfall of re-
sources, resulting in an
adaptation gap, which is
the difference between
the climate adaptation

released its flagship re-
port on the adaptation
gap. The report claims
that the adaptation fi-
nance gap is between
$194 billion and $366bn
per year, which is at least
10 times less than adap-
tation finance needs. As
per the report, over time
this gap has widened
further, and conserva-
tive estimates show that
it is about 50 per cent
higher than the previous
estimates. Adding insult
to injury (owing to the
reluctance of the devel-
oped country parties),
the limited progress on
establishing the Loss
and Damage Fund is
also disheartening.
The UNEP report
elucidated that the cur-
rent trajectory of tem-
perature increase is put-
ting us on a dangerous
path of an expected two-
degree Celsius increase
in temperature by the
end of the century. This

more frequent, intense,
and abrupt, and the risks
of irreversible damage
are rising, climate fi-
nance flows have con-
tracted.

Thus, the need to
taper the adaptation fi-
nance gap and speed up
global efforts for climate
adaptation has never
been more crucial.

The adaptation gap
is more severe and pro-
nounced in developing
countries, such as Paki-
stan, due to their lack of
capacity and preparation
to mobilise climate fi-
nance. This is also be-
cause climate finance is
an underdeveloped sub-
ject, while the share of
resources allocated for
climate adaptation is of-
ten very small. Further-
more, adaptation plan-
ningand implementation
are missing at the local
level where the vulner-
able communities are lo-
cated, resulting in their

a

greater exposure to natu-
ral disasters driven by
climate change

In the current state
of affairs, Pakistan must
focus on three things:
developingtechnical and
institutional capacity to
seek adaptation finance;
mobilising resources to
invest in climate adapta-
tion from international,
domestic and private
sources of finance; and
reforming domestic fi-
nancial institutions to
eliminate hostility, and
adopt modern practices
which encourage finan-
cial flows and pave the
way to financial inclu-
sion, including adapta-
tion finance investment
flows. Adopting novel
approaches to seek cli-
mate financeand invest-
ing in the resilience of
developing communities
are not only beneficial
from the business point
of view but they also
have the potential to re-
duce climate risks and
improve equity and so-
cial justice.

Planners in
Pak-istan must under-
stand that climate-in-
duced shocks and
stresses will threaten fis-
cal stability.
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Adequate wheat stock, steps to be taken
for consistent flour supply: Solangi

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for Parliamen-
tary Affairs and Informa-
tion, Murtaza Solangi on
Monday said there is
enough wheat stock in
Pakistan to meet the
country’s needs and to
tackle any flour shortage
due to supply chain
problems, concrete mea-
sures would be initiated.

While responding
to a motion under Rule
218 by Senator Sania
Nishtar, focused on ad-
dressing gaps in the
wheat supply chain that
may lead to flour short-
age, the minister stated
that currently there was
no wheat shortage in the
country.

Senator Nishtar had
pointed out the specific
lacuna in wheat policy,
citing the conversion of
green bags to white bags
at the retail level. She
also hinted at the smug-

gling as a factor, contrib-
uting to wheat shortages
in addition to creation of
systematic _artificial
shortages and hoarding.

Murtaza Solangi
emphasized that there
was an adequate stock
of wheat in the country
as public wheat stock
included 39,24,367 metric
tons in Punjab, 8,17,394
metric tons in Sindh,
2,15,082 metric tons in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and 89,354 metric tons in
Balochistan. Pakistan
Agricultural Storage &
Services Corporation Ltd
(PASSCO)accounted for
17,18,177 metric tons, he
added. Private wheat
stock comprises 3,37,270
metric tons in Punjab,
93,165 metric tons in
Sindh, 14,918 metric tons
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and 4,157 metric tons in
Balochistan.

The Minister Parlia-

mentary Affairs said that
Pakistan had over seven
million (7,213,884) metric
tons of wheat, with an
additional imported
stock of 10,33,845 metric
tons, ensuring there was
no shortage. He said the
support price for prov-
inces differed, being Rs
4600 in Punjab and Rs
4700in Sindh.

During discussions
on the motion, Senator
Dilawar Khan said that
Pakistan should export
wheat rather than its im-
port and called for con-
cessions to the agricul-
ture sector.

Maulana  Abdul
Ghafoor Haidri high-
lighted Balochistan’s ag-
ricultural challenges,
emphasizing the lack of
canal systems. He ex-
pressed concern about
the removal of subsidies
forpoor farmers on elec-
tricity.

ANF recovers
420, arrests
five in seven
countrywide

operations

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) recovered
420 kilogram drugs, ar-
rested five drug pushers
in seven anti-narcotics
operations conducted
across the country. A
spokesman of ANF
Headquarters said on
Monday that the ANF in
operation recovered 800
grams of crystal meth
(Ice) from a parcel
booked for Bahrain at a
courier  office in
Rawalpindi. A drug
pusher was detained af-
terrecovery of 100 intoxi-
cated tablets (ecstasy)
during an operation in
Bhara Khau, Islamabad.

In the third opera-
tion, 24 kg hashish was
recovered from a vehicle
intercepted near Sher
Shah Toll Plaza.
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ISLAMABAD: Chief guest DG IdaraFarog Urdu Dr Salcem Mazhar
in a ceremony held at Islamabad Model College G-10/4 held on Monday.

Police arrest 109 climate protesters at

SYDNEY (INP): More
than 100 climate activists
have been arrested after
staging a floating block-
ade of Australia's largest
coal port, police said
Monday, including five
children and a 97-year-
old reverend.

A fleet of kayaks
blocked shipping traffic
over the weekend at the
Port of Newcastle on
Australia's east coast,
imploring the govern-
ment to end the
country's long reliance
on fossil fuel exports.

Authorities agreed
to let the protest run for
30 hours, but police
boats started closing in
when the deadline
passed and crowds of
activists refused to leave
the water.

Among the 109
people arrested was 97-
year-old Uniting Church
reverend Alan Stuart,
who said he wanted to
stave off climate disas-
ters for his "grandchil-
dren and future genera-
tions".

"I am so sorry that
they will have to suffer
the consequences of
our inaction,” he said in
astatement ahead of his
arrest.

"So, I think it is my
duty to do what Ican and
to stand up for what I
Kknow is right."

Protest group Ris-
ing  Tide, which
organised the blockade,
said Stuart was the "old-
est” Australian ever ar-
rested in connection
with a climate change

Australian coal port

demonstration.

"We chose to risk
arrest because scientists
arewarning that to avoid
catastrophicclimate col-
lapse we must urgently
phase out fossil fuels,"
the group said in a state-
ment.

New South Wales
Police said five juveniles
had also been arrested
but did not give their
ages. Australian Greens
leader Adam Bandt said
nationwide climate pro-
tests would continue to
swell if the government
did not do more to slash
emissions.

"People under-
stand, students and
olderpeople understand,
that it's coal and gas that
are fuelling the climate
crisis," he told national

broadcaster ABC.

A succession of
Australian states have
passed strict laws in r
cent years targeting cl
mate protests, drawing
condemnation from civil
rights organisations and
United Nations investi-
gators.

Climate protester
Deanna Coco was jailed
for 15 months late last
year after blocking traf-
fic on Sydney's famed
harbour bridge, although
her sentence was later
quashed on appeal.

Australia has long
been one of the world's
largest coal producers
and a string of new coal
mines, oil fields and gas
projects are currently in
government planning
pipelines

Fire-affected shopping mall to remain sealed
till collection of evidences: SSP

KARACHI (INP):
SSP Investigation
East, Saud Magsi has
said that the fire-af-
fected shopping mall at
Rashidh Minhas Road
will remain sealed till
arrival of experts and
collection of evi-
dences.

The SSP East
who is also member of
the investigation team
was talking to media
persons on Monday
during his visit to the
fire-affected shopping

mall which claimed
lives of 11 people.

He said that the
builders of shopping
mall have been re-
quested to provide the
‘map of the mall.

It would be
checked in the map
whether an emer-
gency exit was pro-
vided and security
measures were taken,
he added.

Saud Magsi sai
that an engincer has
also been included in

&

the investigation com-
mittee.

He said that some
evidences have been
found regarding shop-
ping mall tragedy but
it would be before time
to comment over
them. The SSP said
that a communiqué
has been sent to all
concerned depart-
ments, engineers and
experts would visit the
affected shopping mall
and those found re-
sponsible would have

to the consequences.

No haste has been
made in registration of
case of fire incident
and only information
has been provided in
the FIR, he added.

Saud Magsi as-
sured the transparent
investigation into the
shopping mall fireinci-
dent to expose the re-
alities. Till visit of ex-
perts and collection of |
evidences, the mall
would remain scaled,
he concluded.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Provincial Heatlh Dr Jamal Nasir, in group photoafter Red
Creasent Governing Body meeting.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s High Commissioner-designate to
JAhmad Khan called on President Dr Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

,Major General (retd) Sohail

LHC moved against developing criminal
record of underage drivers

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) has been moved
on Monday against plac-
ing names of underage
drivers on the Criminal
Record Management
System (CRMS), follow-
ing the crackdown after
thekilling of six members
ofa family.

According to the
details, a petition has
been filed in the high
court by advocate Rana
Sikandar, expressing
concerns over police’s

FIRs against underage
drivers in Lahore.

In his plea, he as-
serted that despite as-
surances from the Chief
Traffic Officer (CTO) of
Punjab the names of the
underage drivers are
added to the police’s
criminal database.

Sikander contends
that while the young-
sters” identity cards are
yet to be issued, their
‘names are already being
recorded in criminal da-
tabases, creating an un-

road crash in Lahore’s
DHA that claimed the
lives of six members of a
family.

As per details, the
Lahore police have reg-
istered 4,682 cases and
impounded hundreds of
vehicles during a crack-
down over the last 13
days on underage driv-

just situation.

The lawyer in his
application to the LHC,
pleaded not to add the
identification of the un-
derage drivers to the
police’s criminal record
and sought the exclu-
sion of the names of the
children added in the
Criminal Record Man-
agement System
(CRMS).

Earlier, Lahore po-
lice continued a crack-
down on underage driv-
ers following the deadly

e

Special checkpoints
have been set up in parts
of Lahore, especially in
DHA area to nab under-
age drivers.

Lahore remains most polluted city of world
with worst air quality

LAHORE (INP): Lahore

Cantt491, Lahore College
for Women University
297, Lahore College of
Earth and Environmental
Sciences 250, Town Hall
Lahore 299 AQI reading.
AQIas high as 151-
200 is considered un-
healthy, while an AQI rat-
ing between 201 to 300
ismore harmful and AQI
over 300 has been ex-
tremely hazardous.
According to ex-
perts, air pollution level
goes upward in winter,
change in the wind
speed, wind direction

on Monday remained on
topof the list ofthe most
polluted cities of the
world with average pol-
lution reading of415. In-
dian capital New Delhi
remained second with
325AQIreading.
According to the
air pollution data shared
by the Punjab Environ-
ment Protection Depart-
ment, Upper Mall re-
mained the most pol-
luted locality with 508
Air Quality Index read-
ing, Polo Ground Lahore

campaign at Primary School, Latifabad.

HYDERABAD: Health worker administering polio drops to a child during Anti-Polio vaccination

coal, garbage, oilor tyres
enters in the

and the impact of it ap-
pears at the onset of win-
ter and remain till the
season’s end, experts
said.

and sliding minimum

pollution.

The air becomes
heavier in the winter as
compared to summer,
causing poisonous par-
ticles in the atmosphere
to move downwards and
making the atmosphere
polluted. As a result, a
layer of polluted par-
ticles, including large
amounts of carbon and
smoke, covers an area.
The smoke produced by
burning crop remnants,
factories and burning

Thus, air pollution
eaches to extremely
dangerous levels, se-
verely compromising the
air quality. The AQI is
calculated based on five
categories of pollution:
ground-levelozone, par-
ticulate matter, carbon
monoxide, sulfur diox-
ide, and nitrogen dioxide.

CM KP directs arrest of all those involved in
murder of girl on jirga’s decision

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Chicf Minister
Syed Arshad Hussain
Shah taking notice of
murder ofa young girlon
decision of local jirga
has directed to arrést all
those involved in extra-
judicial killing.
According to de-
tails, a local jirga gave
decision of murder of a
girl after her video along
with another girl while
dancing with youth
went viral on social me-

TENDER NOTIC
ORDNANCE DEPOT QUETTA

1. Sealed quotations are invited to this dapot for purchasing of
General Store & Clothing, Engineers, Armament, Signals|
Security Equipment Article in Use, Machinery for|

i i Items (2nd Half|

dia,

The other girl was
taken into custody by
police due to fear of
threat to her life but later
handed over to family
after assurance of provi-
sion of complete security
to her. The youth seen
in the video went into
hiding fearing reprisals
as they were declared
“chor’ by jirga and is-
sued decree for theirkill-
n,

£
Chief  Minister
Arshad Hussain con-

FY-2023-2024),

2. Dotails / tondor documents may bo obtained from Ordnance|
Depot Quetta (LP Branch) wef 28 November 2023 to 13|
December 2023 in working hours, same can also be|
downloaded from PPRA website. For more details please
‘contacton phone number 081-2822097-221.

Last date of submission of quotations is 14 December 2023 at|
1200 hours and tender will be opened on same day at 12:30

hours.
COLONEL SAIM JAVAID
Commandant Ordnance Depot Quetta

tacted Additional Home ~sary arrangements for
Secretary and directed  inquiry into the incident
him to make all neces- and presenting a report.
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Project Management and Implementation Unit.
Baluchistan Liveliood and Entrepreneurship
Project(BLEP). Planning and Development
Deparment, Govermmentof Baluchistan
Baluchistan Livelihood and Entrepreneurship
Project (BLEP), Planning and Development
Department, Governmentof Baluchistan
Training (skill development) of female
benefciaresin four (04) Disticts (Sherani Zhob,
KilaSaiullah & Pashin) of Balochistan (Package
1)

d Islamic Republicof Pakistan

Loan No./CreditNo./GrantNo.:  IDAG5440IDAD3650
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Head of Project, Project Management and Implementation Unit
Baluchisten Liveliood and Entrepreneurship Project (BLEP)
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(BLEP)
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Quetta Gas Load Shedding Sparks Public
Outcry as Protesters Block Roads

QUETTA: The unannounced
and prolonged gas load shedding
sparkeda public outery in the pro-
vincial capital as the protesters
blocked roads and streets. On
Monday afternoon, a large num-
ber of citizens took to Sariab
Road, Magsi Chowk, and other
parts of the city to vent their an-
ger against the Sui Southern Gas
Company (SSGC).

“Gas load shedding has made

us crazy”, Noor Muhammad, one

of the protesters with a bushy
black beard lamented. He said de-
spite repeated appeals and no-
tices, the SSGC was reluctant to
address the issue of unannounced
and prolonged gas load shedding
in the area.

Worst Traffic Jam
In The City

The protest caused the
blockade of roads and the provin-
cial capital witnessed the worst
traffic jam. The protesters burnt
tires and chanted full-throated
slogans to mount pressure on the

Staff Reporter:

2

authorities to address the issue
of gas load shedding in the area.

“We want justice”, Noor
Muhammad said. Like Noor,
scores of protesters were de-
manding that the provincial and
federal governments take notice
of their protest and address the
issue once and for all.

Common citizens faced diffi-
culties as a result of protest dem-
onstrations staged by the people,
which caused the blockade of
roads. They failed to reach their
destinations on time. Especially,
women, children, and aged people
remained the worst sufferers of
the protest demonstration.

Governor Balochistan Removes VC
SBK Dr. Sajida Noreen

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul Wali
Kakar, has ousted Dr. Sajida
Noreen from her position as the
Vice Chancellor of Sardar Bahadur
Khan (SBK) Women’s University.
The Governor’s Secretariat issued
anoification, announcing the re-
moval and appointing Dr. Zainab
Bibi to assume the interim charge
asthe VC of SBK.

Dr. Zainab Bibi, previously
associated with the Institute of
Management Sciences (IMS) at
Balochistan University, is set to
take on the responsibilities of the
top academic role at SBK.

HEC Revealed

Instances Of Merit
Violations

The decision to remove Dr.
Sajida Noreen is grounded in a
report from the Higher Education
Commission (HEC), according to
areliable source atthe Governor’s
House. The HEC inquiry revealed
instances of merit violations un-
der Dr. Norcen’s leadership at the
university.

The Sacked VC

SBK Referrained
From Providing Info

Upon inquiry by Daily Quetta
Voice, Dr. Sajida Noreen re-

Education Desk:

sponded, “Ask about this notifi-
cation from those who issued; I
have no knowledge.” She re-
frained from providing further
commentary on her removal

The move underscores the
commitment to upholding aca-

demic standards and meritocracy

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Health, Dr. Nadeem Jan chioared a meeting with
Provincial Health Ministers.

BISP initiates receiving applications for
‘BISP Savings Scheme’

ISLAMABAD (INP): Benazir In-
come Support Program (BISP) to
make people self-reliant has
opened portal to receive appli
tions for its recently launched ini-
tiative of “BISP Savings Scheme”.

According to the BISP, the
scheme was currently being
launched in  Islamabad,
Muzaffarabad, Neelam, Peshawar,
Lucky Marwat, Quetta, Qila
Saifullah, Lahore, Multan,
Karachi, Sukkur, Gilgit and Astore

The applicants, having PMT
score below 40, are required to
apply through a web portal:
savings.bisp.gov.pk for becoming
apart of this scheme without pay-
ing any fee. The applicants will
open asaving account in the bank
to participate in the scheme.
Those who will participate in the
scheme will deposit money from
500 to 1000 rupees monthly in
their bank account. The benefi-
ciaries will get an additional 40
percent of their savings from the

BISP.

The duration of the scheme
was two years at the end of which
the beneficiaries will be able to
withdraw their entireamount. The
beneficiaries will not be able to
withdraw their principal amount
during this two-year period. How-
ever, the share given by BISP and
the profit given by the bank will
be able to be withdrawn. The ben-
eficiary can withdraw from the
scheme at any time but rejoining
will not be possible until the end
of the scheme.

Chairperson BISP, Dr.
Muhammad Amjad Saqib said that
BISP was an important initiative
of the government to stand with
the deserving women and their
families in their difficult times to
reduce the intensity of their pov-
erty level by providing them fi-
nancial relief. “We have taken a
step towards ensuring self-suffi-
ciency through this programme
by enabling those families hav-

ing their poverty score below
PMT 40 to open’ their accounts
for saving some amount for their
future”, he said. “BISP will not
only help them open accounts but
also add 40 percent of the total
amountinto their bank accounts”,
he said.

The chairperson said that the
purpose of this scheme is to moti-
vate the people towards saving.
“The amount they save will be-
come an asset for the beneficiary
families in the future™, the chair-
person said. The ultimate objec-
tive is to take a step towards cre-
ation of a welfare state with a
strong belief on self-sufficiency,
Dr. Saqib said while urging the
deserving people to become part
of the pro-poor initiative. Secre-
tary BISP, Amer Ali Ahmed said
that the portal has been opened
for registration of the deserving
people for this purpose. The por-
tal will only receive applications
from the specific districts for now.

NAB exonerates Ahad Cheema in as-
sets beyond income case

LAHORE (INP): The National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
has given a clean chit to Ahad
Cheema, Adviser to Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq
Kakar, in assets beyond
sources of income reference
on Monday.

In its report submitted to

proportionate to his income.

It is further written in the
report that Cheema’s alleged
benamidars made assets from
their personal income, and that
the petitioner had nothing to do
with them.

Similarly, the report has
stated that the bank accounts
1 to Cheema’s rela-

in higher education i
as outlined by the HEC. The
change in leadership aims to en-
sure the continued pursuit of ex-
cellence at SBK Women’s Univer-
sity.

Pak-China sugarcane coop edges ahead for
bright future despite challenges

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pak-China
sugarcane cooperation edges
ahead for bright future despite
challenges, according to a report
published by Gwadar Pro on
Monday.

The surge in sugar prices in
Pakistan reflects a series of deep-
rooted elements. Key factors con-
tributing to this situation includes
the increase in sugarcane produc-
tion costs mampulauon by domes-
tic sugar “mafia” and a flawed
subsidy system.

Moreover, our entire sugar-
cane industry needs technologi-
cal changes to bring about indus-
trial upgrading and help reduce
related costs.

Dr. Fahd Rasul, Associate
Professor of Agronomy, Univer-
sity of Agriculture Faisalabad
(UAF) told Gwadar Pro that the
highly volatile sugar price has
jumped from 85 rupees/kgto 160-
170 rupees/kgahead of the crush-
ing season start.

Sugarcane production in
2021-22 based on official planta-
tion areas of about 1.25 million
hectares was about 88.6 million
tons, a certain growth from the

same period of last year (1.16 mil-
lion ha/80.9 million tons).

The unit output in 2021-22
(70.35 Tons/Ha) is almost the
same as the previous year (69.55
Tons/Ha), according to Annual
Report 2022 published by Pakistan
Sugar Mills Association (PSMA).

However, Pakistan’s sugar-
cane yield per hectare is much
lowerthan that of othermajor pro-
ducers. In 2018 alone, the yield
was 62 tons, far below the world
average of 73 tons as well as
India’s 80 tons.

Sikandar Khan, a PSMA sc-
nior official, noted that in addi-
tion to artificial factors such as
monopoly and market manipula-
tion, the ‘increase in sugarcane
production costs such as fertliz-
ers, pesticides and transportation
is the main reasons for the soar-
ing sugar prices.

Sugarcane uses more subsi-
dized agricultural inputs than
other cash crops, especially fer-
tilizers and water. In highly water-
stressed countries, including Pa-
kistan, sugarcane consumes much
more water than any other cash
crop. Itis urgent to cultivate high-

quality sugarcane varietics that
consume less water, have higher
sugar extraction efficiency, and
are more resistant to pests and
discascs.

“The sugarcane industry in
Pakistan is characterized by the
cultivation of several key variet-
ies, particularly in the Punjab re-

gion.

Among the notable varieties
are CPF-248, CPF-249, CPF-250,
CPF-251,and CPF-252, each with
its own unique characteristics in
terms of maturation period, yield,
and resistance to diseases, in
which CPF-248 has the hlghesl
sugar content at 12.71%; at the
same time, it has good tillering
potential, resist lodging, and thus
suitable for regeneration,” Fahd
Rasul elaborated.

In addition, in order to better

anA Court (AC)
in Lahore on Cheema’s acquit-
tal application, the NAB has
said that there are no grounds
for filing a reference against
him since all his assets were

tives such as Saadia Mansoor,
Mansoor Ahmad, and Nazia
Ashraf are not the benami ac-
counts of adviser to the PM.
It goes on to say that

when investigation was done
in the case again, his total in-
come turned out to be Rs213
million and the expenditures
Rs131 million.

Furthermore, the report
says, Cheema provided com-
plete record of his income and
profits to the bureau duringre-
investigation, and when that
record was checked, it proved
to be accurate. The NAB has
requested the AC to give its
judgement on Cheema’s ac-
quittal plea as per law.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training Madad Ali
[Sindhi, graced the prestigious National Education Foundation (NEF) Merit Award Ceremony.
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expand the Pakistan
should comprehensively improve
the level of sugar industry to al-
low more domestic mills to obtain
Bonsucro sugar certificati
leading global sustai
form and standard for sugarcane.
Currently only 3 mills are certified
for Bonsucro.
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TRAQ: The document for the establishment of the Iraqi-Chinese Bu
is being signed in Baghdad.

ICT and green energy offer tremendous
growth prospects under CPEC: CG

SHANGHAI(INP): “The next
decade of China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) pre-
sents a unique opportunity for
China and Pakistan to further
deepen their economic part-

nership.
Information and Commu-
nication Technology (ICT) and

lighted the potential in

Pakistan’s diverse industries,

such as textiles, food process-

ing, automotive, ICT, and re-

newable energy.
He

ment, green energy has been
earmarked as an essential in-
vestment area.

Pakistan offers a promis-
mg market for renewable en-

ed that Chi-
nese expertise and investment
arekey to Pakistan's economic

green energy, in particular, of-
fer tremendous growth pros-
pects, not only in terms of eco-
nomic returns but also environ-
mental sustainability and tech-
nological advancement,” stated
Hussain Haider, Pakistani Con-
sul General in Shanghai,
Gwadar Pro reported on Mon-
da

y.

The remarks were made
during the "Ten Years of
CPEC: Retrospect and Pros-
pects" Roundtable at the 7th
Intemational Forumon the Belt
and Road Initiative & Global

The ICT sector, backed by
governmental encouragement,
is poised for opportunities, he
said. Recent forecasts by gov-
emment officials, including the
interim Minister of Information
Technology Dr. Umar Saif,
project IT exports to grow ex-
ponentially.

Pakistan's IT sector has
seen a 178% increase over the
past five years, boasting a
CAGR of 30%.

Pakistan’s burgeoning ICT
industry, supported by a favor-
able regulatory landscape and

on
hosled by Fudan Umverslly
and the Silk Road Think Tank
Association.

The Consul General spot-

robust presents
numerous opportunities for
Chinese investors, added the
CG. In light of the global em-
phasis on sustainable develop-

, particularly in
solar and wind power, with the
renewable energy percentage
in power generation expected
to reach 20% by 2030, up from
6.8%in 2023.

Pakistan, which imports
$600 million worth of solar pan-
els from China annually, is open
to Chinese FDI to foster local
production aimed at domestic
sales and duty-free exports to
China and the EU, conveyed
the CG. The roundtable, at-
tended by diplomats, industry
experts, and business leaders
from both countries, included
panel discussing Pakistan's
investment landscape and col-
laborative avenues under
CPEC. The focus on ICT and
green energy underscores a
significant shift in economic
relations as CPEC advances
into its next cooperation phase.




