
Editor :Asim khan dquettavoice@gmail.comWednesday November 29,2023

QUETTA VOICE
First Digital Print Daily of  Balochistan Rs.10.00 VOL.V:No 211

Let PML N Play The Innings: Syed Khursheed
Shah Strikes Back

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: “Let the Pa-

kistan Muslim League (N) play
the innings”, Syed Khursheed
Shah, the former opposition
leader in the national assem-
bly and central leader of the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
critically suggested. In an ex-
clusive interview with Daily
Quetta Voice on Tuesday, Mr.
Shah said, “We (PPP) won the
toss, and allowed the PML N
to play the innings”.

He expressed these views
when asked about the joining
of influential electables from
Balochistan to PML N. “There
are many more, who are ready
to join our party”, he claimed,
giving no other details.

“Mian Sab Ruined
The Slogan Of Vote

Ko Izat Do”
When asked about former

prime minister Nawaz Sharif’s
slogan of “Vote Ko Izat Do”
(Respect The Vote), he
claimed, “Mian Sab has ruined
the slogan”. He said the PPP
was a masses party and that it
was striving for the supremacy
of the constitution and rule of
law in the country.

The PPP stalwart said his
party would give a surprise and
emerge as the largest parlia-
mentary in the fast-approach-
ing general elections. “With 128
members, PPP made positive
strides in the country”, Mr.

Shah asserted.
PPP Stands For The

Rights Of Balochistan
He said the party had

given due importance to
Balochistan and all smaller
provinces in the shape of
adopting the historic 18th
amendment, the National Fi-
nance Commission award and
addressing the financial issues

of Balochistan.
The former opposition

leader in the NA recalled that
Balochistan’s budget was 100
percent increased after the
adoption of the NFC award in
Gwadar.

 “We believe in practice
rather than hollow slogans”,
Mr. Shah reiterated.

He stated that the party
also renamed the NWFP as the

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and it
was a historic movement for
the people.

Mr. Shah dispelled the im-
pression about differences be-
tween Asif Ali Zardari, the
PPP supremo and the Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.
“These are rumors”, he re-
sponded when asked about dif-
ferences between Zardari and
Bilawal.

Syed Khursheed Shah, PPP leader: Photo Daily Quetta Voice

Seminar Urges Transparent Budgeting
in Pakistan

News Desk:
QUETTA:  In a recent semi-

nar held in Quetta, organized by
the Centre for Peace and Devel-
opment Initiatives (CPDI) and
supported by the National En-
dowment for Democracy (NED),
speakers urged the government
to enhance budget transparency
and accountability in Pakistan.

Moonus Kayinat, Project
Manager at CPDI, emphasized the
importance of participatory bud-
geting in democratic governance,
citing Article 19-A which guaran-
tees citizens access to informa-
tion. Fazeela Khan from the Pro-
vincial Finance Department noted
the lack of adherence to the bud-
get process in provincial depart-
ments.

Stakeholders Rally
for Transparent

Budgeting
Muhammad Asif, Finance

Director at Balochistan Food Au-
thority, stressed the need for a sim-
plified budget format for public
understanding and encouraged
citizens to demand participatory
budgeting. Sana Durrani, PPP rep-
resentative, called for inclusive
and gender-sensitive budgeting,
highlighting challenges in imple-
menting the Balochistan Domes-

tic Violence Act. Former MPA
Qadir Nael emphasized strategic
planning for budget allocation,
while Shahid Abbas Jatoi, Infor-
mation Commissioner of Sindh
Information Commission, under-
scored the role of citizen partici-
pation in enhancing budget trans-
parency through Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) laws.

Merit-Based Distri-
bution Of Resources

Demanded
Former senator Mir Kabeer

Shahi urged merit-based resource

distribution and adherence to
constitutional guidelines for the
National Finance Commission
award. Ghafar Kakar, PTI represen-
tative, stressed transparent bud-
get utilization, and Yasmeen Lehri,
former MPA, advocated for re-
source allocation based on pub-
lic needs, emphasizing local gov-
ernment empowerment. Educa-
tionist Faiza Mir highlighted the
issue of 23 million out-of-school
children, urging budget allocation
for schools and teacher hiring.
The seminar, attended by a di-
verse audience, concluded with
thanks from Mr. Sami Sharique.

Imran’s cipher trial to continue in Adiala
jail in open court, says judge

ISLAMABAD: Special Court
Judge Abual Hasnat Zulqarnain,
who is hearing the cipher case
against PTI Chairman Imran Khan,
ruled on Tuesday that the trial
proceedings would continue at
the Adiala jail but in an open court.

Citing “serious security
risks”, Adiala jail authorities failed
to present the former premier to-
day before the special court at
Islamabad’s Federal Judicial Com-
plex (FJC) as per the orders of the
same court’s judge.

Last week, Judge Zulqarnain
had issued directives that the PTI
chief and former foreign minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi be pre-
sented at the FJC.

The cipher case pertains to a
diplomatic document that the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency’s
charge sheet alleges was never
returned by Imran. The PTI has
long held that the document con-
tained a threat from the United
States to oust Imran as prime min-
ister.

The former premier and his
aide Qureshi, who is also behind
bars, were indicted in the case on
Oct 23. Both have pleaded not
guilty.

The trial was being held at
Adiala Jail and four witnesses had
already recorded their statements,
with the fifth being cross-exam-
ined when an Islamabad High

Court division bench had termed
the government’s notification for
jail trial “erroneous” and scrapped
the entire proceedings.

As a result of the judgement,
the special court would now start
a fresh trial while the prosecution
would have to file a fresh applica-
tion to conduct the trial in jail.

Police, administration and
other departments concerned
were to  meet on Monday to
finalise a security plan for Imran’s
appearance.

Today, Judge Zulqarnain pre-
sided over the hearing at the FJC,
where Barrister Salman Safdar ap-
peared as Imran’s counsel while
Advocate Ali Bukhari was present
as Qureshi’s lawyer. The FIA’s
prosecutors Shah Khawar and
Zulfikar Abbas Naqvi also ap-
peared before the court.

During the hearing, the jail
authorities submitted their report
to  the court, which Judge
Zulqarnain reviewed.

According to reports by in-
telligence agencies and the police,
the PTI chairman faces life
threats, the report stated. It fur-
ther said, “It has been informed
that the PTI chairman faces secu-
rity risks of a serious scale”.

Safdar urged the court to ad-
journ the hearing indefinitely and
grant his client bail while
Qureshi’s counsel Bukhari re-

quested the court to issue direc-
tives for his client to be presented
before the court.

After a brief while, the spe-
cial court announced its order on
the report submitted by the jail
officials, approving the jail trial but
saying it would be held in an open
court.

The court noted that the jail
authorities and security agencies
had expressed their reservations
about holding the trial at the FJC.
Therefore, the next hearing would
be held at the Adiala jail and would
be an open court, the order stated.

The special court stated that
those who wished to attend the
proceedings  would not be
stopped from doing so and that
journalists would also be permit-
ted to witness the trial.

It further said that five family
members of each suspect would
also be allowed inside the court-
room. The hearing was adjourned
till Dec 1 (Friday). News Desk

Karachi mall fire: Preliminary
report says ‘no public safety sys-

tem’ was in place in building
KARACHI: A preliminary re-

port prepared by the Fire Brigade
Department has stated that there
was “no kind of public safety sys-
tem” in place at the commercial
high-rise building in Karachi’s
Gulistan-i-Jauhar area which
caught on fire over the weekend,
it emerged on Tuesday.

At least 11 people died while
five others were injured after a
blaze erupted inside the R.J. Shop-
ping Mall at 6:20am on Saturday
because of a suspected short cir-
cuit. The fire erupted on the
fourth floor before spreading to
other parts of the building. Ac-
cording to officials, the deaths
occurred because the building
had no ventilation. A police team
was subsequently formed to in-
vestigate the fire.

On Sunday, police had regis-
tered a first information report
(FIR) of the fire at the Sharea Faisal
police station. The case was reg-
istered on behalf of the state but
no one was nominated in the FIR.
Instead, the FIR stated that the

“connivance” of K-Electric (KE)
and other institutions — which
gave approval for the building’s
map — would be probed.

A preliminary report prepared
by the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation’s Fire Brigade De-
partment, a copy of which is avail-
able with Dawn.com, said that
emergency exit doors, exit signs,
existing preventive mechanisms
and emergency lighting or power
backup were “not available” in the
ill-fated building. “No kind of
public safety system was avail-
able in R.J. Mall, including fire
safety/fighting equipment and
emergency exits,” the report said.

It added that the department
did not receive timely information
about the fire and the third and
fourth floors were “burning se-
verely” when the fire brigade
reached the scene. It said that staff
faced difficulty in firefighting op-
erations due to the “ intense
smoke”, adding that the fire’s
cause could not be determined.
News Desk

US, Israel spy chiefs discuss temporary
Gaza truce in Doha

GAZA: Israeli defence elec-
tronics firm Elbit Systems has said
it boosted supplies to Israel’s mili-
tary due to the country’s conflict
with Hamas, as it reports a higher
quarterly profit, Reuters reports.

Over the past six weeks, Elbit
— one of Israel’s largest defence
contractors — has had to contend
with 2,000 of its staff, or 15 per
cent of its workforce in Israel, be-
ing called into reserve duty to
slightly disrupt its supply chain.

But deputy CEO Joseph
Gaspar said the company has
been working 24 hours, seven
days a week to meet demand by
Israel’s military and other custom-
ers.

He noted that the defence
ministry asked the firm to “in-
crease quantities and urging us
to earlier deliveries of existing con-
tracts” and take development
programmes and shift them for
field use.

“They are asking us to do
that and we do our best of course
to support it,” he told Reuters.
“That actually accelerates the in-

troduction of new products into
the Army, Air Force etc…Looking
forward this will probably con-
tinue in the near future as well.”

The population of Gaza, es-
pecially women and children, risk
famine if humanitarian food sup-
plies do not continue, the UN’s
World Food Programme has
warned, AFP reports. The WFP
said it had delivered food to

121,161 people in Gaza since Fri-
day, when a four-day truce be-
tween Israel and Hamas began.

“Thanks to the pause, our
teams have been in action on the
ground, go ing into areas we
haven’t reached for a long time.
What we see is catastrophic,” said
WFP’s director for the Middle
East, Corinne Fleischer. WFP es-
timated that it was “highly likely

that the population of Gaza, espe-
cially women and children, are at
high risk of famine if WFP is not
able to provide continued access
to food”.

United Nations has wel-
comed the increase in aid deliver-
ies into Gaza afforded by a tem-
porary truce but warned it was not
enough to even start addressing
the Palestinian territory’s massive
needs, AFP reports.

UN children’s agency Unicef
said the aid flow to the northern
Gaza Strip — the largest since the
Israel-Hamas conflict erupted on
October 7 — was “the right start”.

“(It’s) definitely the right type
of aid — fuel, medicines, food,
warmth,” spokesman James Elder
told a press briefing in Geneva via
video link from Gaza.

But, he warned, the needs in
the besieged enclave of more than
two million are so huge that “all
this aid is triage… It’s not even
enough for triage.” “The aid needs
to multiply… Everything here is
emergency care right now,” Elder
said. News Desk

Balochistan Employees’ Attendance
and Transfers To Go Digital

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: The

Balochistan caretaker govern-
ment has decided to digitize
employee attendance, trans-
fers, postings, and department
records under the proposed
Cloud Policy. Balochistan
Caretaker Minister for Indus-
tries, Prince Ahmed Ali, shared
this information with Daily
Quetta Voice.

According to Prince
Ahmed Ali, this move aims to
enhance governance and gov-
ernment affairs in Balochistan.
A reputable technology giant
will be awarded the contract
to implement the Cloud Policy.

Cloud-Based Policy To
Ensure Transparency

The Minister highlighted
that the performance tracking
will be cloud-based, ensuring
transparency and improved
governance.

He emphasized that the
Cloud-Based Policy will elimi-
nate the need for long queues,
allowing utility bills to be sub-
mitted seamlessly.

Furthermore, Prince
Ahmed Ali mentioned that the
federal government and other
provincial governments have
already adopted the Cloud
Policy.  “We are introducing
the policy here now,” he stated.

To oversee the implemen-
tation, a committee has been
formed, including the care-
taker information minister, Jan

Achakzai, the sports minister,
Nawabzada Jamali Raisani,
and the Vice Chancellor of
Balochistan University of In-
formation Technology Engi-
neering and Management Sci-
ences (BUITEMS), Dr. Khalid
Hafeez, who possesses deep
knowledge of artificial intelli-
gence and robotics.
VC BUITEMS Stra-
tegically Included In

The Committee
The proposed cloud policy

aims to centralize all depart-
ments for efficient manage-
ment.

The Balochistan caretaker
government, recognizing the
transformative potential of ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) and
robotics, has strategically in-
cluded Dr. Khalid Hafeez,
Vice Chancellor of BUITEMS,
in the committee.  This empha-
sizes the crucial role of AI and
robotics in advancing gover-
nance, streamlining processes,
and ensuring the success of the
proposed Cloud Policy in
Balochistan.
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Is climate change responsible for irregular
weather patterns

Laiba Fatima

C limate change is
actually increase in
greenhouse gas emis-
sions which brought
significant changes in
Earth’s weather pat-
terns. it is

characterized by
changes in weather
over a longer period of
species merely abnor-
mal variations to the
climate and its effect
on different

parts of the earth
the many causes con-
tribute to climate
change such as indus-
trial processes that re-
lease greenhouse
gases such as Meth-
ane (CH4) and nitrous
struggle practices, use
of refrigerants and

def ores tat i on ,
Biodiversity loss as
species struggle to

adapt to a changing
environment.

 With the increase
in earth’s temperature
since 1986, the winter
season temperature of
contiguous 48 states
have

increased by
nearly 3°F, while
spring temperatures
have increased by
about 2°F and same is
the case with summer
and fall temperature e
which record an in-
crease of about 1.5°F.
The pattern of extreme

weather condi-
tions has become more
common over the past
decades in the United
States such as irregu-
lar have been recorded
on hot summer
days(high) and the
same is true with hot
summer nights(high) at

even faster rate. A
Due to an abrupt
change in weather
patterns has caused
the southwest to expe-
rience less precipita-
tion than normal How-
ever the activities of a
tropical storm in the
Atlantic Ocean, the
Gulf of Mexico, and
Caribbean has
surpased during the
past 20 years.

The southern
united states is very
sensitive to alter
weather condition

specially to tem-
perature and to
drought small changes
in the availability of
water specially in this
arid region will cost
them suppress there
natural systems.

Bangladesh has
been fighting the ef-

fects of climate
change for decades.
Due to rising sea lev-
els coastal communi-
ties and island nations
are at higher risk as-
sociated with climate
crisis. Bangladesh is at
number 7 on

German watch’s
Climate risk Index
(CRI) for cumulative
risk between 2000
and 2019, same is the
case with Philippines.
In short

I can sum up that
Man is the only con-
tributor of climate
change and irregular

weather patterns.
Day by day trees have
been cut down for

construction pur-
poses . Our life is to-
tally dependent on
trees as tree is a natu-
ral sunk of CO2( car-

cinogenic gas) if trees
have been cut down in
the same manner who
will absorb CO2 and in
the end will accumu-
late in air rising the
temperature and
evaporation

Climate change is
a serious concern
which is costing our
lives we need to stop
this.

We have to cre-
ate awareness among
people about climate
change by arranging
seminars on this issue,
by cutting on tree we
have to plant 10 more

trees in place of
this only this we can
save our planet from
this

devastative pro-
cess which is costing
our ecosystem and
biodiversity

The little prince
BY Arifa Noor

FINALLY, there is a
twist in the tale and we
have some new political
stuff to discuss. And for
this, one has to thank
Asif Ali Zardari (AAZ),
whose candidness will
allow us to spend a few
days away from the
usual conjecture over
the PTI’s fate and PML-
N’s honeymooning and
what it will bring for dif-
ferent members of the
Sharif family.

In a surprise inter-
view to Hamid Mir on
Geo, which stretched on
for two hours, the former
president spoke about
all things politics, which
ranged from the coming
election to economic
miracles that sugar and
agriculture policies can
bring.

But as I know very
little about the latter, all I
could focus on was the
political stuff, especially
his remarks about his
heir and co-chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
(BBZ). The 30-some-
thing, who has been
heading this party for 15
years and has travelled
the world as foreign min-
ister, needs more training
said the father.

The party can try
and spin it as much as it
wants, but this is a snub,
BBZ will not find easy to
recover from.

Indeed, in those re-
marks lay the basic di-
lemma of both Maryam
Nawaz and BBZ, strug-

gling to grow in the
shadow of their respec-
tive parents. And it ap-
pears the growth simply
means being sunflower-
like and to keep turning
their gaze in the direction
of their fathers.

So Maryam blows
hot when her father is in
trouble and is silent when
he is basking in the glory
of a fourth victory. That
politics and public opin-
ion do not allow for peri-
ods of fiery leadership
followed by dutiful shad-
owing, is lost on all po-
litical parties.

BBZ has been
through similar phases of
‘now you see him now
you don’t’, so much so
that it has been hard for
people to view him as an
independent player, even
when he gave up his part-
timing for full-time poli-
ticking. And this image
refuses to change be-
cause the party contin-
ues to treat him like a
poster boy rather than the
man in charge.

And I say this not
because of his father’s
assertion during the in-
terview that he (AAZ)
was the one who would
decide the party tickets
including the one given
to Bilawal but also the
manner in which the vote
of no confidence played
out in 2022.

Bilawal led a long
march to Islamabad from
Sindh, which was to cul-
minate in the overthrow
of Imran Khan. However,

once he reached
Islamabad, the big three
(Shehbaz Sharif, AAZ
and Maulana Fazlur
Rehman) held a press
conference and an-
nounced filing the no-
confidence motion. And
once that was done, few
were interested in the
speech BBZ gave as his
rally reached the capital.

The attention and
focus had shifted; if
BBZ was really the man
around whom the party
revolved, this would not
have happened.

The more public
and direct snub by the
father in the Geo inter-
view is simply more of
the same, in a way. And
as South Asia happens
to be a place where the
children rarely  ever
break away from their
parents, chances are
BBZ will not defy this
tradition (the Mughals
proved an exception).

But there is a sec-
ond aspect to the notion
that the father and son
are not always on the
same page. Indeed, it is
not a new phenomenon.
Back in 2013, it was re-
ported that BBZ had
stormed off to Dubai be-
cause he didn’t see eye
to eye with his father and
his aunt, Feryal Talpur
on ticket distribution.

This time around, it
appears AAZ’s com-
ments about his son
needing more training
were partially due to the
latter being aggressive

and vocal about the fa-
cilitation being provided
to the PML-N and
Nawaz Sharif. While the
jury is  still out on
whether this is a serious
rift or simply a good cop
bad cop routine (which
Hamid Mir brought up),
this has to be seen in the
larger political context.

The PPP has two
distinct views within;
while most of those from
Sindh are satisfied with
the party’s focus on pal-
ace intrigues, those who
were part of the party in
Punjab — and the few
who continue to still be
around — felt it needed
to be more aggressive,
especially in confronting
the PML-N, the domi-
nant power in the prov-
ince.

However, this never
became party policy and
as a result, the entire
anti-PML-N space was
captured by the PTI, as
Imran Khan proved inde-
fatigable in taking them
on. Be it voters or politi-
cians who are not in the
PML-N camp, they
flocked to the former
sportsman and his party.

This lack of aggres-
sion is a major reason the
PPP stopped being a
contender in the prov-
ince.

However, the
voices within the party
which wanted BBZ to
play a role closer to
Khan’s were never com-
pletely silenced; espe-
cially as the party also

saw the utility of using
this opposition to PML-
N whenever needed.

What we witnessed
in recent days was per-
haps a mix of both the
subdued voices within
the party plus the cyni-
cism the party has be-
come known for. And for
reasons only he is aware
of, AAZ decided it was a
good moment to send a
message to the righ t
quarters by pooh-
poohing his own party’s
stand, embarrassing his
son in the process.

That this snub will
simply add to the
struggles of Bilawal in
the eyes of the voters,
perhaps does not bother
those who think palace
intrigues and jorr-torr
are easier ways of doing
politics.

Politics is a ruthless
game but who would
know this better than the
Bhutto family, which has
paid a very high price for
this.

If the past is any
guide, the rift will be ad-
dressed and the family
will soon be crooning
‘hum saath saath hain’.
The picture Bakhtawar
Bhutto tweeted of herself
along with the father and
son was a step in this
direction — it is to be
noted, however, that the
picture included the
former president’s sister
and not the former prime
minister’s sibling, who is
also in Dubai if reports
are to be believed.

A billion Indians minus the four
BY Jawed Naqvi

ELECTIONS are un-
derway in five Indian
states. The BJP lost all
five last time, though it
has created the impres-
sion that it won the
round hands down.
Many see the races as
the pre-finals before the
general elections due in
six months. Prime
Minster Narendra Modi
is seeking a third succes-
sive term and the BJP has
cast the net wide, with its
standard blend of reli-
gious polarisation,
caste-based promises
and claims of glitzy de-
velopment.

The BJP faces the
centrist Congress one on
one in three states of the
five — Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh — while in
Telangana and
Meghalaya the two na-
tional parties must chal-
lenge or woo local sa-
traps. Though the BJP
lost all five races, it
wrested power in
Madhya Pradesh after
engineering defections
from the Congress,
which otherwise had a
clear majority. The BJP
also outfoxed the Con-
gress by shoring up a
coalition with local par-
ties in Meghalaya where
it secured all of two seats
in the 60-member assem-
bly!

Apart from its
humongous financial
clout, and its honed
street power, albeit
mostly in states it rules,
the BJP has another ar-
row in its quiver — the
federal police and tax
sleuths that raid opposi-
tion leaders. It has all but
decapitated the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) —
which came to power on
a platform of fighting cor-
ruption — with the arrest
of key ministers from the
Delhi government for al-
leged graft.

A criminal probe has
been initiated against
Mahua Moitra, the articu-
late opposition woman
MP from West Bengal.
Charges of corrupt prac-
tices against her are
widely seen as spurious
and contrived. A BJP MP
has accused her of ask-
ing questions in the Lok
Sabha on behalf of a busi-
nessman and taking
money for it. A BJP-led
house committee inves-
tigated the matter and
recommended her re-
moval as MP.

Ms Moitra and AAP
ministers are leading
voices in targeting ty-
coons close to Mr Modi,
together with Rahul
Gandhi of the Congress.
He too was expelled from
Lok Sabha for allegedly
slurring the name ‘Modi’.
The supreme court re-

stored his membership
although the case con-
tinues. Gandhi, Moitra
and AAP leaders are fe-
rociously critical of Mr
Modi’s proximity with
the Adani Group. On the
media front too, journal-
ists filing unflattering
reports on Gautam Adani
have been targeted and
threatened with arrest. A
senior executive and the
editor of the NewsClick
news portal are currently
in jail over allegations of
accepting money from a
businessman of Indian
origin considered close
to China. NewsClick has
led a sustained cam-
paign against crony
capitalism, which it says
deeply benefits the
Adani Group.

On the communal
front, the BJP is whip-
ping up a polarised cam-
paign ahead of next
month’s proposed inau-
guration of the Ram
temple in Ayodhya, built
at the site of the de-
stroyed Babri Masjid.
The BJP government in
Uttar Pradesh has un-
leashed a range of mea-
sures to provoke com-
munal backlash from
Muslims, a pleasure thus
far happily denied. Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s govern-
ment recently placed a
ban on food products
carrying the label of

‘halal’. It  frowns on
meat-eating even as
many Hindus eat meat
and eggs , foods
shunned by puritans
among them. A ‘halal’ la-
bel, in any case, not only
enables practising Mus-
lims to identify the food
permitted by their reli-
gion, but also cautions
Sikhs and other commu-
nities that avoid ‘halal’
food prohibited by their
religion. The halal ban
order wouldn’t stand
scrutiny in a court of law,
but it’s enough to create
distractions from what
are counted as Mr
Modi’s failures in 10
years of his rule.

Another distraction
is the proposal to rename
Aligarh town, host to the
fabled Aligarh Muslim
University, to a
Hinduised ‘Harigarh’.
This is part of the cam-
paign to change names
of cities and avenues
with a Muslim connec-
tion to Hindu names —
Allahabad to Prayagraj,
Mughalsarai Junction to
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
station. Aurangzeb
Road in  New Delhi,
where Mohammed Ali
Jinnah had his classy
home, is, however,
Abdul Kalam Road, af-
ter the Muslim nuclear
scientist.

Despite its indiffer-
ent electoral grades in

recent years, the Con-
gress party alone com-
mands a reach righ t
across the country, from
the north to the south,
and east to west. The
BJP on its part is strug-
gling to get a toehold in
the south, and the north-
east barring Assam. The
pivotal role for the Con-
gress in the newly
minted INDIA opposi-
tion alliance in the cam-
paign is to depose the
Modi government in
May thus makes the cur-
rent state elections im-
portant. The Congress
has undergone a notable
change from its pro-busi-
ness Narasimha Rao and
Manmohan Singh days
to become a strong voice
against the intrusive role
for businesses in poli-
tics. It has also adapted
to a new focus on social
justice triggered by a
caste census carried out
by allies in  power in
Bihar. That’s a worry for
Mr Modi whose claims
of representing Hindu
interests have been
gobsmacked by revela-
tions in the census.

Consider the ex-
ample of four men who
died in Gujarat in a sep-
tic tank that they were
cleaning for a living
when the rest of the state
and the country were
glued to TV sets, watch-
ing a cricket tournament.

Making sand castles
BY Dr Niaz Murtaza:

WHY have some ele-
ments had an odd addic-
tion to making shaky po-
litical sand castles that
soon collapse? Free polls
rejuvenate the political
process. Incumbents de-
fend their track record;
opponents propose new
policy directions and
voters decide after hear-
ing both sides. The win-
ners, possessing a cred-
ible fresh mandate, tackle
state challenges with
gusto. Unluckily, polls,
being usually rigged,
rarely provide such im-
petus in Pakistan.

Out of 15 national
referenda and polls held
to date, the 2013 one was
largely credible as per
both the European Union
election report and a Su-
preme Court verdict.
Nine were seen to be
rigged to the extent of
the final outcome being
changed, while three
were partially rigged to
reduce (1998 and 2008)
or up (1977) the winner’s
margin. Arguably, only
one was rigged by civil-
ians (1977). We seem
destined to have two
rigged polls in a row; the
extent of the alleged rig-

ging may exceed that in
2018.

Our political land-
scape is surreal today.
None of the parties have
presented credible mani-
festoes to tackle our se-
rious and multifaceted
challenges which
threaten an economic
meltdown. The sole fo-
cus is  on roping in
electables and smaller
parties without regard to
ideological affinity.

The PML-N, the
outgoing ruling party,
has a head start in this
regard. But this is odd
given its poor perfor-
mance in power and the
steady stream of opinion
polls in which it lags be-
hind. So, one would ex-
pect few to align with it
given its political liabili-
ties. But defying the
natural pull of political
gravity, political actors
are rushing towards it.
Will this political sand
castle be more sturdy
than those made before
by the same hands and
minds?

It is instructive to
look at the different
types of political sand
castles or hybrid regimes
erected over the de-

cades to give the illusion
of civilian rule while rul-
ing from behind and the
reasons why they fell.
Ayub’s entire era is usu-
ally seen as military rule.
But unlike the other three
army rulers, he resigned
as army chief after de-
posing Iskandar Mirza
and by January 1960 got
elected as president via
a rigged referendum to
set-up our first hybrid
regime.

After achieving un-
sustainable and unequal
growth, he fell due to
age-related health is-
sues, political unrest
against his autocratic
rule even in the urban
areas that benefited most
from the unequal growth,
economic stagnancy, the
impatience of generals
with his long rule, and
loss of American sup-
port.

Unlike Ayub, Zia
ruled for eight years di-
rectly in uniform before
introducing our second
hybrid regime prototype:
a party-less assembly
from rigged polls with a
president in  uniform.
While Zia’s death for-
mally ended this experi-
ment.

Villain of the piece
BY Muhammad Ali Siddiqi:

As history tells us, if
there is any country that
is solely and unequivo-
cally responsible for the
slaughter that is going
on in Gaza, it is Britain.
By issuing the Balfour
Declaration and handing
over Palestine to the Jew-
ish minority, Britain
paved the way for the
massacre happening
now and has been ongo-
ing since 1917, not just
in the “Eastern Mediter-
ranean” but also be-
tween the “river and the
sea”, for that is how the
Palestinians identify
their country — from the
Jordan River to the Medi-
terranean.

In elaborating the
Balfour criminality, and
dwelling on the crafty
language, where every
clause was duplicitous,
I will be taking readers
along the beaten track
which scholars have tra-
versed for more than a
century.

There will be noth-
ing new in what follows
but it deserves to be re-
peated as long as Pales-
tine remains in bondage.
The most farcical part of
the declaration is an ‘ap-
peal’ that “nothing shall
be done which may
prejudice the civil and
religious rights of exist-
ing non-Jewish commu-
nities in Palestine, or the
rights and political sta-

tus enjoyed by Jews in
any other country”.

Normally, it is a ma-
jority to which pleas are
made for safeguarding
the interest of a minor-
ity, but here a minority
— the Jewish minority
— is being requested to
safeguard the interests
of the non-Jewish major-
ity.

In 1917, the Jews
formed six per cent of the
Palestinian population.
However, if you include
foreign settlers, espe-
cially German who had
settled in Palestine be-
cause of the friendly re-
lations between the Ot-
toman and
Germanmpires, the Jew-
ish population com-
prised 13pc.

This means it had
already been decided
that Palestine would be
turned into a Jewish ma-
jority territory under the
British Mandate. (‘Man-
date’ needs a separate
discussion). In this ap-
peal to a minority, con-
cern is being expressed
for the “civil and reli-
gious rights of existing
non-Jewish communities
[read: Arabs] in Pales-
tine”. Here the words
“political rights” have
been avoided, but when
it comes to the followers
of the Judaic faith, the
declaration makes clear
that nothing shall be
done which may preju-

dice the “rights and po-
litical status [emphasis
added] enjoyed by Jews
in any other country”.

The declaration was
made in the form of a let-
ter by British foreign
secretary Arthur Balfour
to Lord Rothschild, who
was requested by
Balfour to “bring this
declaration to the knowl-
edge of the Zionist Fed-
eration”. (Incidentally, it
was also a Rothschild
who in the 19th century
had given money to Brit-
ish prime minister Ben-
jamin Disraeli to pur-
chase shares of the Suez
Canal).

Having secured Pal-
estine by defeating the
Turks militarily, Britain’s
task was how to
handle(read: dispose of)
Hussain bin Ali, the
Sharif (governor) of
Makkah, who had re-
volted against Turks un-
der the leadership of T.E.
Lawrence and was now
waiting for Britain to ful-
fil its promise and make
him the king of the Otto-
man Empire’s Arab terri-
tories. That he expected
Palestine to be part of his
kingdom was never ac-
cepted by Britain, be-
cause the British govern-
ment insisted that they
never promised Palestine
to Hussain. Getting rid of
the former governor of
Makkah was less prob-
lematic.

Empowering Balochistan’s Youth:
Turning Ambition into Action

Editorial:
In a landmark revelation, Balochistan’s Caretaker Finance Minister, Amjad
Rashid, has laid out an ambitious plan to propel the province’s youth towards
international employment opportunities. In an exclusive interview with Daily
Quetta Voice, Minister Rashid disclosed that over 12,000 young individuals
have already enrolled in the Prime Minister’s skill development program, signi-
fying a pivotal step towards realizing the government’s commitment to en-
hancing the prospects and livelihoods of the youth.

The essence of this initiative lies in the government’s vision to send
thousands of skilled individuals abroad, tapping into global employment mar-
kets and creating pathways for economic growth. Minister Rashid emphasized
that by fostering a culture of skill development, the aim is to elevate living
standards while simultaneously contributing to the nation’s economic devel-
opment through remittances.

Korea, Europe And Middle East Best Destination For Youth
The global demand for Pakistani manpower has been pinpointed by Min-

ister Rashid, with a particular focus on regions such as Korea, Europe, and the
Middle East. However, the minister cautioned that success in these endeavors
relies heavily on ensuring that the youth are equipped with the necessary
skills and training demanded by the evolving international job market.

While the announcement of the Prime Minister’s skill development pro-
gram is undoubtedly a positive stride, it is crucial for the government to trans-
late these words into tangible actions. The call to action is clear: expedite the
implementation of the program, streamline the process for aspiring individu-
als, and ensure that the training provided aligns with the demands of the
global job market.

Govt Needs To Establish Robust Mechanism
In urging the government to turn its promises into action, it is paramount

to establish robust mechanisms for skill acquisition, accreditation, and place-
ment. Furthermore, the collaboration between the federal and Balochistan gov-
ernments must be seamless, fostering an environment conducive to the suc-
cess of this initiative.

As Balochistan’s youth eagerly anticipate the opportunities promised by
the Prime Minister’s skill development program, the government must now
demonstrate its unwavering commitment to transforming aspirations into real-
ity. The success of this endeavor will not only empower the youth but also
contribute significantly to the overall economic prosperity of the region. The
time is ripe for action, and the government holds the key to unlocking a brighter
future for the youth of Balochistan.
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Thorne in the side of visitors as acad-
emy wing big

Punjab govt all set to launch E-bikes to pre-
vent city smog intensity: Minister

FAISALABAD (INP):
Caretaker Provincial
Transport and Live-
stock Minister Ibrahim
Hasan Murad on Tues-
day said that the govern-
ment was all set to
launch electric bikes to
prevent smog intensity.

He said that the E-
bikes would be cost-ef-
fective and government
employees would also
be provided electric
bikes on lease.

Talking to a ptv
news channel, he said
that in an aim to reduce
the usage of expensive

fuel and protect the en-
vironment of the cities
government has been
introducing E-bike and
safe city camera projects
in which smoke-emitting
vehicles

will be detected by
the cameras and immedi-
ate alerts were relayed to
the field forces.

The Electric Ve-
hicles Policy is the need
of the hour to promote a
safe environment, local
production of e-vehicles,
providing incentives,
with the ultimate goal of
capturing a substantial

share of the market, he
added.

E-bikes being zero-
emission vehicles would
use lithium-ion batteries
which will emerge as a
cost-effective and eco-
friendly alternative to
traditional transporta-
tion, he mentioned.

The minister
stressed that the media
should play its role by
creating awareness cam-
paigns on private tv
channels and radio for
the conservation of en-
ergy and for wearing face
masks during smog

weather.
Replying to a ques-

tion, the administration
has started a strict crack-
down and announced to
charge heavy fines for
violations of the traffic
rules, adding, that
around 33 to 34 crore
vehicles were being im-
posed fines for violating
traffic

rules. The purpose
of imposing fines is to
prevent people from us-
ing vehicles that in-
crease pollution. The
crackdown will continue
till next month, he added.

BARBADOS  (INP):  A
destructive spell from
Isai Thorne propelled the
West Indies Academy to
an innings and 134 runs
win against Emerging
Ireland in their four-day,
first-class match.

The 19-year-old
pacer ended with a bril-
liant figures of 4-8 from
six overs to follow up his
4-33 in the first innings
and end with eight wick-
ets on his first-class de-
but.  The Irish were
bowled out for 62 in their
second innings before
lunch on the penultimate
day of the contest at the
Coolidge Cricket

Ground. Left-arm spin-
ner Joshua Bishop
grabbed 2-5 from 4.4
overs to earn the Player-
of-the-Match award, af-
ter he made a blazing 102
not out on Sunday.
Bishop formalised the
result about 45 minutes
before lunch when he got
Matthew Foster caught
at deep mid-wicket for
four, and Emerging Ire-
land lost their last seven
wickets for 29 in the span
of 93 balls. Academy
captain Nyeem Young
finished with 2-15 from
six overs – and none of
the visitors’  batsmen
reached 20.  The result

meant the CWI Acad-
emy took a 1-0 lead in the
two-match series that
ends with the second
match starting this com-
ing Saturday at the same
venue.

Thorne bowled with
freighting pace and got
the ball to bounce and
trouble the batsmen. He
struck with the second
ball of the day after
Emerging Ireland started
the day on 29-3, and he
bowled the Irish captain
Stephen Doheny with-
out addition to his over-
night score of 17.

He followed up with
two wickets in his next

over when he squared
up Scott Macbeth and
got him caught for one
at third slip, where Gavin
Hoey was also caught for
a third-ball “duck” push-
ing at a delivery outside
the off-stump.

After going wicket-
less in his third over,
Thorne got Fionn Hand
caugh t at backward
point for eight off the
leading edge essaying to
flick at the final ball of his
fourth over, and Emerg-
ing Ireland were in deep
trouble on 45-7 and they
never recovered.

The series is an op-
portunity for emerging

ANF seizes 2053kg drugs worth
US$159.7mln, arrests 33 in country-

wide operations
RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Anti Narcotics
Force (ANF) Pakistan
seized 2053.463 kilogram
drugs worth US$ 159.701
million, arrested 33 ac-
cused including 1 woman
1 foreigner (Afghan Na-
tional) and impounded
17 vehicles during 40
counter narcotics opera-
tions conducted across
the country.
The seized drugs com-
prised 576.834 kg opium,
89.992 kg Heroin, 1297.06
kg Hashish, 75 kg Am-
phetamine, 14.287 kg
methamphetamine (Ice),
060 grams  Ecstasy Tab-
lets (100 x Tabs) and 230
grams Weed.  The ANF
Balochistan recovered
1797 kg drugs in eight
operations while ar-
rested four accused per-
sons including a for-
eigner (Afghan Na-
tional) in drug smuggling
and impounded four ve-

hicles. The seized drugs
comprised 520 kg opium,
80 kg Heroin, 1118 kg
Hashish, 4 kg Metham-
phetamine (Ice) and 75
kg Amphetamine.

The ANF Punjab re-
covered 38.356 kg drugs
in nine operations while
arrested eight accused
persons in drug smug-
gling and impounded
three vehicles. The
seized drugs comprised
792 grams Heroin, 33.600
kg Hashish, 3.734 kg
Methamphetamine (Ice)
and 230 grams Weed.

The ANF Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) re-
covered 39.743 kg drugs
in nine operations while
arrested seven accused
in drug smuggling and
impounded four ve-
hicles. The seized drugs
comprised 6.800 kg
Heroin, 27.6 kg Hashish,
5.343 kg Methamphet-
amine (Ice) and a 9mm

pistol.  The ANF Sindh
recovered 38.1 kg drugs
in four operations while
arrested two accused in
drug smuggling and im-
pounded two vehicles.
The seized drugs com-
prised 2.400 kg Heroin
and 35.700 kg Hashish.

The ANF North re-
covered 140.264 kg
drugs in 10 operations
and arrested 12 accused
in drug smuggling in-
cluding a woman and im-
pounded four vehicles.
The seized drugs com-
prised 56.834 kg Opium,
82.160 kg Hashish, 1.210
kg Methamphetamine
(Ice) and 060 grams Ec-
stasy Tablets (100 x
Tabs).  Separate cases in
all incidents were regis-
tered at respective ANF
Police Stations under
CNS Act 1997 (Amended
2022) and further inves-
tigations were under
process.

FIA arrests
outlaw for

harassing a girl
MULTAN (INP):   Federal
Investigation Agency's
Cyber Wing claimed to
have arrested an alleged
outlaw for harassing and
blackmailing a girl.

According to offi-
cial sources, an alleged
outlaw namely Shah
Faisal Sajjad son of
Sajjad Hussain, resident
of Multan was allegedly
found involved in ha-
rassment and blackmail-
ing to complaint named
S. Nadeem daughter of
Muhammad Nadeem,
resident of Multan.

The accused has
objectionable data of the
complainant.

An FIA team led by
Muhammad Tariq
Mehmood Sipra (Assis-
tant Director) raided and
managed to arrest the al-
leged outlaw. The team
also recovered the mobile
phone from his posses-
sion.

ISLAMABAD:  President Dr. Arif Alvi chairing a meeting on mental health is-
sues in Pakistan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

TURKIYE: Opposition Leader in Senate, Senator Dr Shahzad Waseem addressing on Asian Parlia-
mentary Assembly (APA) Executive Council meeting.

MoCCC delegation to participate in COP28, sen-
sitize world on climate adaptation significance

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
delegation of Ministry of
Climate Change and En-
vironmental Coordina-
tion (MoCCC) led by
Caretaker Minister for
Climate Change and En-
vironmental Coordina-
tion, Ahmed Irfan Aslam
will represent Pakistan at
the international climate
summit (COP28) to be
held in Dubai from No-
vember 30 to December
12 and would sensitize
the world on climate ad-
aptation significance
and its climate resilience-
related projects.

In a pre-COP28 me-
dia briefing on Tuesday,
Secretary MoCCC Syed
Asif Hyder Shah in-
formed the environmen-
tal journalists about the
preparations of the Min-
istry vis-à-vis the 28th
Conference of the Parties
(COP-28) to the United
Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate
Change. Setting the
background for the jour-
nalists, Asif Hyder men-
tioned that during the
previous COP-27 meet-
ing held in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt, the coun-
try played a major role in
bringing global agree-
ment on Loss and Dam-
age Fund due to its po-
sition as G-77 plus China
chairmanship and  floods
in 2022.

The current, COP-
28 conference would fo-
cus five key agendas
mainly Loss and Damage
Fund architecture and its
operationalization, first
Global Stock Take (GST)
report, mitigation work
program, global goal on
adaptation and climate
finance (new collective
quantified goal), he

added. The Secretary
MoCCC informed that
the first effort was to
create the fund as an in-
terim fund and then after
three years it would make
a standalone fund,
whereas its criteria to ex-
tend climate finance
should focus on devel-
oping countries.

“However, the rich
developed countries
want the fund to be fo-
cused on small island
developing states (SIDs)
and least developed
countries, but Pakistan
argues that developing
countries should also be
part of it,” he said.

He further men-
tioned that it would be
the first ever GST report
which would review the
eight years’ performance
after Paris Agreement as
the reports indicated
that the world was not on
the right track due to ex-
acerbating climate crisis
and carbon emissions.

He added that Paki-
stan had no liability of it
due to its miniscule car-
bon emissions, whereas
the major greenhouse
gas emissions (GHGs)
emitters would have to
revise their nationally
determined contribu-
tions (NDCs) and net
zero emissions targets.

“Adaptation is very
important for countries
like Pakistan. It is impor-
tant to understand that
mitigation is reduction in
emissions and adapta-
tion is preparing for di-
sasters through capacity
build up,” the Secretary
MoCCC said. Climate fi-
nance, he said was so far
focusing on mitigation
but Pakistan also wanted
to focus adaptation.

“The slogan of Pa-
kistan for this year is
‘Build Resilience To-
gether’, whereas previ-
ously it was ‘What Hap-
pens in Pakistan Will Not
Stay In Pakistan,” he
added. “Pakistan will
sensitize the world that
adaptation is equally im-
portant as mitigation
whereas the Annexed-I
countries have given $1
billion target for global
climate finance but Paki-
stan will take its position
to scale up this target
and it should be more
than that,” he said.

Commenting the pa-
vilion of Pakistan at
COP-28 Expo, he said the
ministry would set up a
pavilion while maintain-
ing austerity and we had
panel discussions on
critical issues starting
from Living Indus and
Recharge Pakistan and
showcasing of climate
resilience building
projects. On reporting
and communication of
COP activities, Syed Asif
Hyder briefed that timely
and perpetual informa-
tion sharing mechanism
was crucial and the min-
istry was establishing a
COP cell and a commu-
nication cell dedicated to
share correct information
related to the global cli-
mate conference engage-
ments of the country del-
egation.

Responding to me-
dia queries, the secre-
tary said to disseminate
information, the Minis-
try of Information and
Broadcasting was the
mainstay of the Ministry
whereas this time the
NDRMF web-portal
would share realtime
data of COP activities.

“Dr Adil Najum will
be part of Living Indus
Initiative dialogue to be
held on December 2nd
and it will be the first ever
event to be hosted by Dr
Adil Najum, a world re-
nowned climate and glo-
bal studies expert,” he
added. He clarified the
media persons that the
COP agenda was rigid
and strictly restricted to
global climate issues,
whereas during the lead-
ers’ summit plenary the
countries give statement
which would be partici-
pated by 136 heads of
states.

“Globally, the adap-
tation finance of $34 bil-
lion has been diverted
from the total pledged cli-
mate fund of $100 billion
which is doubled for miti-
gation.

HYDERABAD: Caretaker Chief Minister Sindh Justice (R) Maqbool Baqar
visiting General  Bus Stand area.

Bangladesh is a tough place to play Tests,’
says Tim Southee

DHAKA (INP):  New
Zealand’s captain Tim
Southee said he was
looking forward to his
side’s Test series against
Bangladesh, saying he
hoped the Kiwis spin-
ners would outwit their
“strong” opponents.

“The guys have a

great desire for Test
cricket,” Tim Southee
said ahead of the open-
ing match of the two-
Test series in
Bangladesh’s northeast-
ern city Sylhet on Tues-
day.

“They say it is the
pinnacle of the game.

Whenever we play Test
cricket, it is always spe-
cial. We love and
prioritise Test cricket”,
he added.

New Zealand won
the title of the opening
World Test Champion-
ship in 2021 but finished
sixth in the next cycle,
which ended in 2023 with
Australia beating India
in the final.

The Kiwis have not
won a Test in
Bangladesh since their
three-wicket win in
Chittagong in 2008.

Their next three
Tests, including both
matches in a 2013 series,
ended in a draw.

“The start of the new
cycle is exciting,” Tim
Southee added. “It is a
tough place to  play
Tests. Bangladesh are
strong in these condi-
tions.”

Tim Southee said
he hoped his spinners
would tip the balance in
their favour.

“It is foreign condi-
tions compared to New
Zealand — pace plays a
big role in New Zealand,
spin historically plays a
big role in this part of the
world,” Tim Southee
said.

“Our spinners have
done some great things
in Tests. We are looking
forward to them show-
casing their skills.”

The visitors named

a spin-heavy squad for
the upcoming series,
with Mitchell Santner
and Ajaz Patel joining
Ish Sodhi along with two
spin all-rounders, Glenn
Phillips and Rachin
Ravindra.

Earlier this year,
New Zealand ended their
15-year wait to win a se-
ries in Bangladesh, beat-
ing the home side 2-0 in
the three-match one-day
international series in
September before they
travelled to India for the
ODI World Cup.

The Kiwis put up a
credible show at that
tournament, losing to
hosts India in the semi-
final. Bangladesh, who
won just two matches in
the World Cup and fin-
ished eighth, also aim to
enter a new phase with
the series. Newly-ap-
pointed captain Najmul
Hossain Shanto, a bats-
man, will take the field as
his side’s leader for the
first time, with regular
captain Shakib Al Hasan
and his deputy Liton
Das taking a break. “I will
not say we are com-
pletely new but less ex-
perienced. It was going
to happen inevitably at
some stage,” Najmul
said.  “I would call it an
opportunity for those
who are young and new
to the team.; they should
take it as a challenge,” he
said.
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ADB approves $180m loan to help Pakistan
improve waste management

CTD arrests ‘Lyari gang war com-
mander’ in Karachi

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The Asian
Development Bank (ADB) has
approved a $180 million loan to
improve water supply and solid
waste management services in
two rapidly growing cities in
Pakistan’s Punjab province.

According to the press
statement, the Developing Re-
silient Environments and Ad-
vancing Municipal Services in
Punjab Project will curtail ex-
cessive groundwater extraction
and urban environment degra-
dation by expanding and mod-
ernizing urban water supply in
Rawalpindi and solid waste
management systems in
Bahawalpur.

“The project will help make
municipal services in these two
cities more sustainable, resilient,
and less carbon-intensive,” said
ADB Director General for Cen-
tral and West Asia Yevgeniy
Zhukov. “By helping to deliver
reliable water supply and im-
proving waste management, we
expect to significantly improve
the lives of people in Rawalpindi
and Bahawalpur,” he said.

In Rawalpindi, the project

will help build new surface wa-
ter intakes and a water treatment
plant with a capacity of 54 mil-
lion liters a day. It will lay trans-
mission and distribution pipes to
serve 82,000 households with
metered connections. The fi-
nancing will also upgrade wa-
ter pumps and transmission
mains to augment surface wa-
ter supply and establish three
pilot district metering areas to
enhance operational efficiency.

In Bahawalpur, solid waste
collection will be improved
through the procurement of
waste collection equipment and
a new fleet to expand service
coverage, to be supported by
the new fleet management in-
formation system.

 The project will construct
a facility for recycling as well
as a floodproof landfill while the
existing dump site will be reha-
bilitated. The financing will also
enable the provision of personal
protective equipment for infor-
mal sector workers.  “Aside
from improving infrastructure
services, ADB’s project will help
enhance the operational effi-

ciency, inclusivity, and financial
sustainability of Rawalpindi
Water and Sanitation Agency
and Bahawalpur Waste Manage-
ment Company,” said ADB Ur-
ban Development Specialist Xijie
Lu.

 “We also aimed to be in-
novative, with some of the
project’s components featuring
renewable technologies, cost-
recovery interventions, and be-
havioral change and communi-
cation elements.

” ADB will also administer
a $1 million technical assistance
provided by the Republic of
Korea e-Asia and Knowledge
Partnership Fund, to strengthen
the capacity of the Rawalpindi
Water and Sanitation Agency to
address leakages in the city’s
water supply network.

“ADB is committed to
achieving a prosperous, inclu-
sive, resilient, and sustainable
Asia and the Pacific, while sus-
taining its efforts to eradicate
extreme poverty. Established in
1966, it is owned by 68 mem-
bers—49 from the region,” the
statement read.

KARACHI  (INP):  The
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) investigation de-
partment conducted an opera-
tion and claimed to have ar-
rested a ‘commander’ of the
Lyari gang war.

According to the CTD in
charge statement, the arrested
accused was identified as Mir
Mohammad Bakhsh who is al-
legedly a commander of the
Dashti Waseem group of Lyari
gang war and was arrested
from the old Golimar area.

The arrested individual is
allegedly involved in several
gunfights against Sindh police
and rangers, meanwhile, also
been named in murder, terror-
ism, and extortion cases in the
metropolis.

The accused allegedly took

extortion money from the busi-
nessman and hotel located in
the Pak Colony area of
Karachi and was also named
for operating a drug den.

The security personnel
also recovered a weapon from
his possession during his arrest.

Earlier this year, police and
Rangers claimed to have ar-
rested two suspected ‘Lyari
gang war’ members in a joint
operation carried out in
Karachi’s Moach Goth.

According to the rangers’
spokesman, a joint operation
was conducted in Moach goth
in which two suspected mem-
bers of the Lyari Gang war
have been arrested.

The accused gang mem-
bers were identified as Naveed
alias Cappi and Nauroz alias

Nammo. Both arrested ac-
cused were wanted in mur-
ders, extortions, kidnapping for
ransom, and robbery.

Naveed joined the group of
commander Sajid back in 2005.
The same group is accused to
committed more than 50 cases
of target killing of political
party workers. The arrested
accused went into hiding in
Sindh and Iran after operation
launched in Karachi.

 The spokesperson
claimed that the after return-
ing back, the accused had
started forming their own
separate group in old Golimar.
The gang members confessed
that they kidnapped a business-
man from Soldier Bazaar and
Clifton for ransom back in
2011-12.

Police arrest 2 suspects for imperson-
ating CM's relatives

LAHORE (INP): Police in
Lahore on Tuesday arrested
two suspects who threatened
traffic wardens and journalists
by claiming to be relatives of
Punjab Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi.

The suspects also asked a
young girl who was driving a
car without a number plate to
be released from police cus-
tody. A video of the incident
went viral,

showing the suspects

threatening and influencing top
police officers at the scene.
The incident was widely criti-
cized on social media.

CTO Lahore Mustansar
Feroze took strict notice of the
incident and ordered the police
to take action against the sus-
pects.

Police have identified the
suspects as Yasin and his ac-
complice. Yasin used the name
of the Chief Minister to pres-
sure the police and release the

young girl.
Chief Minister Mohsin

Naqvi took immediate notice of
the incident and ordered the po-
lice to take action against the
suspects. Police traced and
arrested the  suspects and
started further action.

According to the FIR, the
incident took place between
Liberty Market and Hussain
Chowk on November 22. A
case was registered on No-
vember 26.

Ashrafi highlights economic progress in Pakistan
through Arab, Islamic countries’ collaborations

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister’s Special Representative
on Religious Harmony and Paki-
stani Diaspora in the Middle East
and Islamic Countries, Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir Mahmood
Ashrafi Tuesday highlighted the
improving economic situation in
Pakistan attributing progress to
the collaborative efforts of Arab
and Islamic nations, along with
the positive impact of the Special
Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC).

Speaking to national and
Arab media, he expressed that
encouraging developments were
emerging from Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait, Qatar, and other amicable
nations, following the substantial
financial agreements with the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Ashrafi, who also serves as
the chairman of the Pakistan
Ulema Council, acknowledged
that foreign investment in Paki-
stan was made feasible through
the trust of friendly countries and
the dedicated efforts of Chief of
Army Staff General Syed Asim
Munir.

He mentioned that, following
Prime Minister Anwar-ul-Haq
Kakar’s directives, the caretaker
government extensively collabo-
rated in the affairs of SIFC, lead-
ing to significant advancements
during its tenure in cooperation
with amicable nations.

Furthermore, he highlighted
the restoration of Pakistan’s trust
with Islamic countries, attributing
this accomplishment to the en-
deavors of the Commander-in-
Chief of the Nation.

Ashrafi emphasized that Pa-
kistan could not afford to repeat
past mistakes and animosities, stat-
ing, “Islamic brother countries
desire a resilient Pakistan.”

He highlighted that the SIFC
played a pivotal role in attracting
investments to Pakistan, with sig-
nificant participation from impor-
tant businessmen and groups of
friendly nations’ post-govern-
ments.

He assured that overseas
Pakistanis could now invest con-
fidently, underscoring the
government’s responsibility to fa-
cilitate and support them.

In response to  a query,
Ashrafi affirmed that Pakistan, as
a core member of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation (OIC),
maintained an unequivocal stance
on the Palestine issue.

He emphasized that any so-
lution acceptable to Palestine
would find acceptance in Pakistan.

He noted the current leader-
ship of the OIC under Saudi
Arabia, praising the commendable
roles of Crown Prince Mohammad
bin Salman and Foreign Minister
Faisal bin Farhan.

 He acknowledged the con-
tributions of Turkiye, Iran, and
Qatar, highlighting that the col-
lective pressure from OIC mem-
bers, including the people, played
a crucial role of Europe, America,
and Britain, in influencing Israel
to cease hostilities.

At this time, he asserted that
all Islamic nations were in unani-
mous agreement regarding the ex-
tension of the ceasefire and ad-
vocated for the establishment of
a sovereign and autonomous Pal-
estinian state, designating Al-
Quds as its capital.

Pakistan youngster eager to grasp Test
chance in Australia

LAHORE (INP):  Boom youngster
Saim Ayub has promised to stay
fearless should he earn a first Test
cap for Pakistan during next
month's tour of Australia.

Pakistan travel to Australia
for a three-match series as part of
the ongoing ICC World Test
Championship and Ayub is in the
running for selection after he was
named in an 18-player squad ear-
lier this month.

While Ayub is yet to earn a
Test debut, the 21-year-old has
already featured for Pakistan in
eight T20I contests this year and
has further impressed at domes-
tic level with a large sum of runs
for Karachi Whites in the recently
concluded Quaid-e-Azam Tro-
phy.

The next step for Ayub will
be to translate that strong form in
Pakistan to the international arena
and the confident left-hander is
adamant he won't change his ag-
gressive approach should he earn
selection in Australia.

“The approach should stay
fearless but sometimes you have
to play according to the condi-
tions, you’ve to give respect to

the bowlers when they are domi-
nating," Ayub said.

"The momentum keeps shift-
ing during the match, sometimes
it’s with the bowlers and other
times it’s with the batters and you
have to adjust accordingly.

“Having a fearless approach
doesn’t mean that you always
have to hit the ball hard. Some
sessions have to be played with a
run-rate of three, some with that
of five.

“As far as expectations are
concerned, I am looking forward
to the opportunity of playing for
Pakistan and win matches for the
team."

Pakistan seemingly have a
wealth of options within their top-
order, with Ayub battling it out
with regular openers Abdullah
Shafique and Imam-ul-Haq to
tackle the new ball and new skip-
per Shan Masood and former cap-
tain Babar Azam likely to round
out a strong top four.

Ayub will get chances to im-
press though , with Pakistan
scheduled to take on an Austra-
lian Prime Minister’s XI in a four-
day contest from December 6

ahead of the first Test in Perth
commencing on December 14.

 And while Pakistan haven't
won a Test match in Australia for
almost 28 years, Ayub is looking
forward to the challenge as his
side attempts to remain unbeaten
in the current World Test Cham-
pionship cycle.

“I think it will be fun playing
cricket there (in Australia),” Ayub
said. “You’ve to push yourself out
of your comfort zone and when
there are challenges, there is
growth as well and that excites me
as a player.

“Players decide for them-
selves if they want to look at con-
ditions as easy or difficult. What’s
more important is the clarity of
thought and being fearless with
your approach.

” Pakistan Test squad: Shan
Masood (c), Aamer Jamal,
Abdullah Shafique, Abrar Ahmed,
Babar Azam, Faheem Ashraf,
Hasan Ali, Imam-ul-Haq, Khurram
Shahzad, Mir Hamza, Mohammad
Rizwan, Mohammad Wasim Jnr,
Noman Ali, Saim Ayub, Agha
Salman, Sarfaraz Ahmed, Saud
Shakeel, Shaheen Afridi.

AIOU announces results of
HSSC, FA

ISLAMABAD (INP): Allama
Iqbal Open University (AIOU)
Tuesday announced results of
HSSC and FA programs offered in
the spring semester 2023 and re-
sults had been uploaded to the
CMS portal.

The students who complete
their program will receive
completers soon, said a press re-
lease issued here.

Moreover, the university also
announced the assignments

schedule for Matric and F.A pro-
grams offered in autumn semes-
ter 2023 and details have been
uploaded on its website.

According to the schedule,
4th December is the submission
deadline for the first assignment,
December 28, for the second as-
signment, January 29, 2024, for
third and, February 16, 2024, is the
last submission date for the fourth
assignment. The submission
deadline for two course assign-

ments of matric and F.A programs
is December 28, 2023, and Febru-
ary 16, 2024, respectively. The stu-
dents can get names, addresses,
and other information of their re-
spective tutors on CMS portal at
http://enrollment.aiou.edu.pk or
from any nearest regional campus.

The students will be respon-
sible for late assignment submis-
sion, and assignments reaching
after the due dates will not be ac-
cepted.

ABU DHABI:  Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar visits the Sheikh
Zayd Grand Mosque.

ISLAMABAD:  Caretaker Federal Minister for Privatisation Fawad Hasan Fawad chairing a meeting
regarding signing of Financial Services Agreement for Divestment of PIACL.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary PSF Group Captain Amir Nawaz speaks during a press conference re-
garding upcoming International Men and Women Squash Championship 2023.

QUETTA: Banners installed in Quetta on the eve of 56th Youm e Tasees of PPP:
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