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PPP and PML-N in Balochistan: Ac-
tion, Not Rhetoric

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:

National Forum Urges Swift Action on Balochistan
RTI Commission Establishment

Staff Reporter:

Mir Quddus Bizenjo Decides To Join PPP
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Former Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo has announced to join the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP). “I
have decided to join the PPP”, Mr.
Bizenjo told reporters via tele-
phone.

The former CM’s announce-
ment came on the eve of the 56th
Youm e Tasees in Quetta, the pro-
vincial capital of Balochistan prov-
ince. “I will join the PPP along with
all political supporters”, he said.

The former CM stated that he
was in Karachi and would make a
formal announcement in the pres-
ence of PPP leaders Asif Ali
Zardari and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
very soon.  This strategic move
marks a notable shift in his politi-
cal allegiance and is expected to
have far-reaching implications on
the  politic al lands cape of
Balochistan and the country.

His political rival, former CM
of Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan

has already joined the Pakistan
Muslim League (N).

QUETTA: In a political land-
scape often dominated by main-
stream parties, Balochistan has
long struggled to assert its pres-
ence and address the pressing is-
sues that plague the province. As
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
gears up to organize a major po-
litical show in Quetta on Novem-
ber 30th, it marks a crucial oppor-
tunity to shed light on
Balochistan’s sense of depriva-
tion and catalyze tangible efforts
towards its political, economic,
and constitutional healing.

Balochistan Has
Only 19 Out Of 342
Lawmakers In NA

Balochistan, with its vast and
diverse landscape, has been his-
torically marginalized, both politi-
cally and economically.  The
province’s minimal representation
in the national assembly – a mere
19 lawmakers out of 342 – under-
scores the disproportionate influ-
ence it wields in national decision-
making processes. This dearth of
political stakes has perpetuated a
cycle of neglect, hindering the
province’s progress and exacer-
bating the prevailing sense of dep-
rivation among its people.

Economic disparities further
compound Balochistan’s chal-
lenges. Despite being rich in natu-
ral resources, the province con-
tinues to grapple with underde-
velopment and poverty. The ex-
ploitation of its resources has of-
ten failed to translate into mean-
ingful economic upliftment for its
residents.

The PPP’s decision to orga-
nize a power show in Quetta pre-
sents an opportune moment for

all mainstream political parties to
reevaluate their commitment to
Balochistan’s economic develop-
ment.

Mainstream Parties
Should Go Beyond

Words
Constitutional healing is

equally imp erative for
Balochistan’s progress. The prov-
ince has long faced issues related
to governance, autonomy, and the
fulfillment of its constitutional
rights. Meaningful reforms are es-

sential to address these concerns
and ensure that Balochistan plays
a more integral role in shaping the
nation’s future.

While political rhetoric has
acknowledged Balochistan’s chal-
lenges, it is now time for action.
Mainstream political parties must
move beyond mere promises and
take concrete steps to address the
province’s multifaceted issues.
This involves not only policy ini-
tiatives but also a sustained com-
mitment  to empo wering
Balochistan politically, economi-
cally, and constitutionally.

As the PPP takes center
stage in Quetta, let this event
serve as a catalyst for change.
Balochistan’s call for attention
and action should resonate with
all political stakeholders, inspir-
ing collaborative efforts to uplift
the province from its current state
of backwardness. The power
show should mark the beginning
of a renewed commitment to
Balochistan’s prosperity – a com-
mitment that goes beyond words
and translates into the meaning-
ful transformation the province
urgently needs.

Banners installed on all main chowks of Quetta on the eve of 56th Youm e
Tasees of PPP: Photo Daily Quetta Voice

In major relief, IHC
acquits Nawaz Sharif in

Avenfield reference

ISLAMABAD: In a massive
relief for the PML-N, the
Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Wednesday acq uitted former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif in the
Avenfield reference.

The verdict was announced
by a two-member bench compris-
ing IHC Chief Jus tice Aamer
Farooq and Jus tice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb on Nawaz’s
appeal against his conviction in
the case. In July 2018, an account-
ability court had handed the PML-
N leader 10 years in jail in the
Avenfield properties corruption
reference for owning assets be-
yond known income and one year
for not cooperating with the Na-
tional Acco untability Bureau
(NAB), both of which were to be
served concurrently.

The IHC had declared him a
proclaimed offender in the case in
December 2020. After leaving for
London on medical grounds,
Nawaz remained there for nearly
four years and only returned to
the country last month.

Following his return from the
UK last month, the PML-N leader
had filed an application seeking

the restoration of his  appeal
against his conviction.

He had contended that while
he was abroad for medical treat-
ment, the pen--ding appeals were
dismissed for non-prosecution.
The plea req-u-ested the court to
revive the pending appeal for a
decision on them on merit. Last
month, the IHC had restored the
appeal in question.

Today, the court set aside the
accountability court’s verdict and
accepted Nawaz’s appeal.

Speaking to reporters after
the hearing, the PML-N supremo
said: “I thank God as I had left the
entire matters on him. God has
made us victorious today.”

Separately, in a post on X (for-
merly Twitter), Maryam Nawaz
said today’s verdict showed how
God vindicated those who put
their unwavering trust in him.

As the proceedings com-
menced, Nawaz’s lawyers came to
the rostrum. Pervaiz contended
that the accountability court had
acquitted the PML-N supremo
from Section 9A of the NAB Ordi-
nance in the Avenfield reference.
News Desk

QUETTA: The National
Forum of Information Commis-
sioners convened in Quetta on
Wednesday in collaboration
with the Center for Peace and
Development Initiative, draw-
ing the participation of Chief
Information Commissioners
from the Federal Government,
Punjab, Sindh, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The meeting, attended by
officials including Secretary In-
formation Imran Khan and the
Director-General of Public
Relations (DGPR),
Balochistan Mohammad Noor
Khetran, aimed to discuss the
progress and achievements of
the Right to Information (RTI)
Act.

Imran Khan High-
lights the Govt’s

Commitment
The Federal Information

Commission, along with repre-
sentatives from

Punjab, Sindh, and KPK,
provided a comprehensive
overview of the advancements
made under the RTI Act dur-
ing the meeting. Information
Secretary Imran Khan high-
lighted the Balochistan
government’s commitment to

establishing an Information
Commission under the recently
enacted RTI Act 2021.

He announced that the
Balochistan RTI Act has been
duly notified.

DGPR Mohammad Noor
Khetran underscored the im-
portance of fostering close ties
with Chief Information Com-
missioners across provinces.
CPDI Executive Director,
Mukhtar Ahmad Ali acknowl-
edged the successful imple-
mentation of RTI laws at the
federal level and in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, and
Punjab.

However, he pointed out
that despite this progress, the
Balochistan Information Com-
mission, as outlined in the
Balochistan RTI Act 2021, has
yet to be established.

Members Discuss Vari-
ous Aspects Of RTI
Throughout the meeting,

members of Information Com-
missions from various regions
discussed aspects of RTI law
implementation. Participants
unanimously emphasized the
urgent need for the immediate
establ ishment of the
Balochistan Information Com-
mission in accordance with the
Balochistan RTI Act 2021.
They stressed the critical im-
portance of ensuring the effec-
tive implementation of laws
related to access to informa-
tion.  In instances where Pub-
lic Information Officers have
not been appointed, it was em-
phasized that the heads of the
respective institutions are obli-
gated to provide information.
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Balochistan: Why not books, if food
can be delivered at homes

Editorial:
QUETTA:“Why not books, if food items can be delivered to homes”, Shakoor
Baloch, a committed young student said. Mr. Baloch and other youngsters of
Quetta’s Sariab Road area have established the “ReadersClub” to provide free
books to people in general and students in particular.

Sitting in a mud and brick-walled room located in one of the congested
poor neighborhoods of Quetta, Shakoor Baloch, Amjad Baloch, and their col-
leagues are committed to promoting the book reading culture.

Bicycle is economical, we cannot afford petrol: Amjad Baloch
“We deliver books by bicycle”, Amjad Baloch, another student with a

black-bushy beard said. Petrol prices are high, we cannot afford fuel and there-
fore, deliver books on the bicycle, he mentioned.

Reads Club has gathered around 700 books so far. Currently, the club has
dropped over 400 books at various homes in various parts of Quetta and
Balochistan province. “Our aim is to promote book reading culture and people
are excited to read books”, Shakoor Baloch stated.

Volunteers delivering books at homes
The number of volunteers for this campaign is around one dozen. Most of

them are students and an education lover has temporarily handed over the
mud and brick-walled room to ensure the success of the initiative.

No official encouragement or support so far
“No contact by any government official or any political party”, Shakoor

Baloch stated. He said the Readers’ Club was in dire need of support since the
demand for reading books was growing and they were unable to meet.

In Balochistan, various organizations have established libraries to pro-
mote book reading culture and open new vistas of knowledge and information
for the students.

Students have already established libraries in the Balochistan district of
Kech, Gwadar, and other areas. Daily thousands of students from various
parts of the province visit libraries.

Cities left behind
By Rafia Zakaria:

PPP’s hour of reckoning
By Zahid Hussain:

Scary monsters
By Mahir Ali:

OFTEN described as
an accidental leader, Asif
Ali Zardari is undoubt-
edly one of the shrewd-
est political figures in the
country. Past master in
the art of political wheel-
ing and dealing, he has
managed to maintain the
party’s role as a major
player in the  power
game, despite its eroding
national status. But his
politics of gamesman-
ship has also caused the
party to lose direct con-
tact with the masses,
which was the hallmark
of PPP politics since the
party’s inception.

Now it seems that
his leadership and style
of politics is being chal-
lenged by his son. But
the crafty politician is not
willing to give up his
mantle.

In a long TV inter-
view last week, Zardari
struck back with a clear
message that he is still
the bo ss. Curious ly,
cracks  have emerged
with the elections only a
couple of months away.

What seems to have
irked the former presi-
dent was Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari’s public state-
ment calling old politi-
cians — that also in-
cludes his father — to
retire and clear the way
for the younger genera-
tion. “Stopping some-
one will only create more
problems,” Zardari re-
torted.

But it was certainly
not the only reason be-
hind the widening gap
between the two.
Bilawal’s  increasing

assertiveness and ag-
gressive stance against
the PML-N on various
issues at public rallies
also seem to have led
Zardari to criticise his son
publicly.

“Bilawal is also not
fully trained,” he re-
marked, “[We] are train-
ing him.”

Although there
have been reports of dif-
ferences between father
and son on various is-
sues related to policy
matters, it was for the
first time that Zardari
publicly rebuked his son.
In his interview, he force-
fully justified his own
approach.

Most importantly, he
sounded quite confident
of his party heading a
coalition government af-
ter the elections. His
statement cannot be dis-
missed as mere boastful-
ness; he seems to actu-
ally believe that his po-
litical manoeuvring can
work.

For Zardari, it seems
Bilawal’s harsh tenor to-
wards rival political par-
ties c ould  harm the
party’s prospects of
power. The gap seems to
be increasing as the two
have taken contradictory
positions on the fairness
of the electoral process.

Such division on the
narrative in the run-up to
the polls could hugely
damage the party’s elec-
toral prospects. It seems
the divide can intensify
with the allocation of
party tickets as Zardari
has indicated that tickets
would be given at his dis-
cretion.

It is not just about
who calls the shots in
party matters. The differ-
ences also reflect the
long-brewing frustration
in the ranks as the party
loses its support base
particularly in Punjab,
limiting its presence to
Sindh.

There seems to be a
strong feeling that its
existing approach limits
its entire politics to deal-
making, and the PPP
could lose further
ground in the coming
national polls. It will also
be a struggle to return to
populist politics to re-
gain lost political ground
particularly in Punjab.

The transformation
from populist politics to
the old-style wheeling
and dealing came after
Zardari took charge fol-
lowing the assassination
of Benazir Bhutto.

That also brought
an end to the party’s
strong connection with
the masses.

His excellent politi-
cal deal-making skills
aside, Zardari never had
the kind of popular ap-
peal the Bhuttos had.
Therefore, it’s not sur-
prising that the PPP has
turned into a regional
party under his leader-
ship. The party returned
to power after the 2008
elections that took place
months  after Benazir
Bhutto’s assassination,
but the slide in its politi-
cal fortunes started ap-
pearing soon after.

It may be true that
Zardari’s skill at making
compromises helped the
party survive in power

for afull five-year term,
an unprecedented feat in
Pakistan’s political his-
tory. But electoral sup-
port for it suffered dur-
ing that period because
of the absence of a popu-
lar leadership.

The government’s
poor performance led to
the party’s fall in the
2013 elections. The party
succeeded in retaining
power in its stronghold
of Sindh, but was almost
wiped out in Punjab ex-
cept for a few seats won
in the south of the prov-
ince.

With the emergence
of the PTI as the main
challenger to the PML-
N, the PPP lost further
ground in the province.
Several of its  leaders
joined the PTI band-
wagon. The party’s once
strong vote bank disap-
peared. As a result, the
PPP could win only six
seats in the Punjab pro-
vincial assembly in the
2018 elections.

The PPP, however.
remained a significant
player on the national
political stage because
of its continued political
domination in Sindh. It
may also be true that
Zardari played an impor-
tant role in the vote of
no confidence against
Imran Khan.

Although Zardari
fully backed the PDM-
led coalition govern-
ment, which included
Bilawal as foreign minis-
ter, the PPP refrained
from taking responsibil-
ity fo r the S hehb az
Sharif administration’s
flawed economic poli-

cies.
Apparently, one of

the reasons for its deci-
sion to take the foreign
ministry was to build
Bilawal’s political profile
and prepare him for the
top job. But in the emerg-
ing political landscape,
where the PTI remains a
major political force de-
sp ite the crackdo wn
against it, there is little
possibility of the PPP re-
gaining its lost space in
Punjab.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Zardari’s gamesmanship
received yet another jolt
when the Balochistan
Awami Party ditched the
PPP to join the PML-N,
which is perceived to
have the backing of the
security establishment.
The PPP was confident
of forming the govern-
ment in the province,
which would have given
the party greater clout in
the formation of the fu-
ture government.

Bilawal, who has re-
mained  und er the
shadow of his father de-
spite his increasing po-
litical profile, now seems
to have realised the lim-
its of the party’s existing
approach as elections
draw near. But his desire
to change direction and
go back to mass politics
with a clear programme
seems to have come too
late in the day.

It is the hour of reck-
oning for a party that has
dominated Pakistan’s
political scene for de-
cades. One of the most
powerful national parties
is now struggling to keep
itself politically relevant.

WHO  wo uld  have
tho ught  tha t Geert
Wilders, one of the long-
est sitting members of
the Dutch parliament,
would one day be in a
pole position to aspire to
the post of prime minis-
ter of the Netherlands?
But that’s precisely the
perch to whic h last
Wednesday’s snap elec-
tion elevated the far right,
vocally Islamophobic
weirdo.

Wilders’ Party for
Freedom (PVV) ended up
with 23.6 per cent of the
vote and 37 seats in a
150-member parliament.
It’s not exactly a ringing
popular endorsement,
even though it adds up
to 20 more seats than the
PVV secured in 2021, and
a higher total than any
other party. Extended
negotiations probably lie
ahead in the effort to
forge a ruling coalition —
the task took almost 300
days after the 2021 elec-
tion — and if o ne
emerges, it’s possible
that Wilders will be re-
stricted to a secondary
position.

In an effort to attract
broader support among
the less extremist right,
Wilders has already sug-
gested that his plans to

ban mosques, head cov-
erings and the scriptures
can be put on ice. His pri-
orities are to restrict im-
migration, yet at least
some immigrants voted
for the PVV because it
promised improvements
in hous ing and social
care — although they
may be restricted to eth-
nic Europeans if Wilders
has his way.

That variety of
nativism was not a prior-
ity  for Javier Milei,
whose triumph in
Argent ina’s s econd-
round presidential elec-
tion a few days earlier
co uld indeed be d e-
scribed as a landslide,
given his 12pc advan-
tage over a rival who had
outvoted Milei in the first
round. That rival hap-
pened to be Sergio
Massa, the incumbent
economy minister under
whose watch inflation
exceeded 140pc — con-
siderably worse than the
appalling levels reached
in Pakistan.

The ‘solution’ that
Milei, who calls himself
an anarcho-capitalist,
has sold to the masses is
extreme neoliberal shock
therapy: sharply reduc-
ing the size of the state
by privatising its assets
and eliminating minis-

tries, slashing spending,
abolishing the central
bank and adopting the
US dollar as the national
currency. He has also
petrified feminists and
LGBTQ+ activists with
his intentions in one of
Latin America’s most so-
cially progressive coun-
tries. However, some-
what like Wilders, Milei
has to contend with the
fact that he will have to
deal with a parliament in
which his upstart party
constitutes a fairly in-
consequential minority.
Hence compromises are
already in play, ahead of
his  inauguration next
month. For instance, his
vow to freeze relations
with Argentina’s main
trading partners, China
and Brazil — because
“pacts with commu-
nists” were unaccept-
able — is no longer on
the agenda. And his turn
towards pragmatism is
also reflected in his stark
shift from denigrating
the Argentinian Pope
Francis as “a Jesuit who
promotes communism”
and the devil’s represen-
tative on earth to invit-
ing ‘Your Holiness’ to
visit his homeland next
year. Milei’s presidency
nonetheless promises to
be a rough ride, not least

because many of the
‘solutions’ he proposes
have disastrous ly
flopped when attempted
before by Argentina’s
military junta as well as
the 2015-19 Mauricio
Macri government.

On the face of it,
Latin America and Eu-
rope may not have much
in common, but the re-
surgence of the far right
in disparate parts of the
world c an o ften be
traced to similar causes.
The foremost among
them is the failure of the
so-called centre-left and
cent re-right — o ften
barely distinguishable
from one another — to
forge political econo-
mies that satisfy the ba-
sic needs o f all seg-
ments of society. More
often than not, their poli-
cies serve to exacerbate
economic disparities and
societal dysfunction.
That in--evitably tends
to drive voters towards
extremist alt--ernatives.

In Europe, the go-to
option when the centre
cannot hold and things
fall apart is the far right.
The atomis ed and
discombobulated left
shares the blame for the
failure to propose con-
vincing alternatives. But
let’s not forget that even

when it does, it is rapidly
trampled down by the
jackboots of the political
and media establis h-
ment. Britain’s Corbyn
phenomenon serves as
both an inspiring example
and a cautionary tale.
Likewise, the fate of
Syriza in Greece, which
went downhill after win-
ning power, in the face
of the European Union’s
neo liberal nastines s.
There’s a degree of irony
in many European far
right factions seeing the
EU as part of the prob-
lem.

The far right is run-
ning rampant across the
democracies in Europe,
going mainstream in na-
tions that until recently
stood out as exemplars
of soc ioec onomic
progress. If France falls
to Marie Le Pen, Ger-
many may well be next.
The US is an even more
massive concern. Latin
America is different, al-
though far from immune
to neo-fascist tenden-
cies. Milei is
unsurprisingly a fan of
Israel, but the rest of his
continent is the only one
to have  sub stantially
shown any resistance as
the  Zio nist  beast
slouches towards
Bethlehem.

EVERY year, thou-
sands of tourists visit
the ruins of the Italian
city of Pompeii. This city,
which sits at the foot of
Mount Vesuvius, was
destroyed by a volcanic
eruption in 79 AD.

The vegetation that
covered the mountain
had hidden some of the
signs of the oncoming
eruption but eventually
the rivers of molten lava
began to flow into the
city.

Even then, many of
the city’s inhabitants did
not leave. Most of those
people would perish as
the volcano erupted and
the ash and fiery lava
covered everything.

One reason that the
ruins of Pompeii still at-
tract so many people so
many centuries later is
because many of the
people whose corpses
were found in Pompeii
were ‘frozen’ in the posi-
tions in which they died.
There are crouching and
cowering women and
children, people trying
to get away, people with
their belongings.

This provides a pic-
ture of the crisis unlike
that provided by any
other city — it shows
why this one city was
destro yed and  aban-
doned. People who visit
the ruins can clearly en-
visage the last moments
of the living city.

After tho se mo-
ments, the city as it once
was died, never to live in
that form again.

In fact, many cities
die. But in several cases,
there are no definitive
answers as to why they
were abandoned or left
behind. One such city is
located in the American
Midwest, just east of the
contemporary city of St

Louis in the state of Mis-
souri.

Driving on Inter-
state-70, all that can be
seen of the city is a se-
ries of mounds.

These mounds were
created by the inhabit-
ants of the ancient city
of Cahokia which was
established around 700
AD and had grown in
prominence by around
1050 AD. While it would
be impossible to tell
now, at its height the city
was said to have rivalled
London or Paris.

Unlike Pompeii, it is
not exactly known what
happened to Cahokia. It
is said that when the city
was at  its  peak the
mound-like structures
that still remain, housed
markets, temples and
space for all sorts of ritu-
als. It was home to nearly
20,000 people, making it
one of the most popu-
lous of its time.

The culture was
rich and there is evidence
of beautifully sculpted
vessels and s tatues
made of clay. Farmers
were respo ns ible for
maize cultivation. And
yet 200 years after the
city was at its peak, it
declined and was even-
tually abandoned.

One of the many
theories as  to why
Cahokia was abandoned
was that the people who
lived there cut down too
many trees from the ad-
joining farmlands.

 It was theorised
that, as a result of the de-
forestation, there was
nothing to prevent the
area from repeated flood-
ing and  consequent
devastation.

However, recent re-
search published in Na-
tional Geographic re-
vealed  tha t the so il
around the mounds was

not disturbed all the way
until the 1800s . This
meant that there was no
significant deforestation
by the Native American
population.

It turns out that the
Western researchers
who had been analysing
the mounds had just im-
posed their own under-
standing of the human
relationship with nature
on the question of why
Cahokia was abandoned.

It is far more likely
that the city declined
gradually because of
co nflic ts amo ng the
elites and some natural
phenomena, and so on.

It is only natural to
reflect on these cities of
long ago at a time when
the whole world is wit-
nessing the deliberate
devastation in Gaza City
and other parts  of the
Gaza S trip by Is raeli
bombing. No one knows
whether Gaza City will
live again.

The mass trauma of
the hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians
who have suddenly been
displaced or have be-
come homeless while the
world looked on is sim-
ply unimaginable. How-
ever, our generation of
witnesses will know why
and how this particular
city was razed to the
ground.

These are stories of
cities that were literally
devastated. But, there
does not have to be an
actual destruc tion or
even ruination of a city
for it be lost forever. In a
live performance that fa-
mous ghazal artist Tina
Sani gave in Kathmandu,
she prefaced her perfor-
mance of one of Faiz
Ahmed Faiz’s poem with
a wistful remembrance of
Karachi as it was in the
1960s.

Karachi’s biophilia
By Masood Lohar:

‘BIOPHILIA’, a
concept  coined by
Harvard naturalist Dr
Edward O. Wilson,
encapsulates the in-
trinsic human ten-
dency to be drawn to
life and lifelike pro-
cesses. This inclina-
tion involves a pro-
found connection, love
and yearning for na-
ture. In our current
era, with 56 per cent
of the global population
— 4.4 billion people —
residing in urban areas,
the consequential loss
of biodiversity and the
absence of nature’s
benefits are palpable.

The shift to
urbanisation results in
significant biodiversity
loss, depriving citizens
of nature’s benefits.
Pakistan, the  thi rd
most polluted country

last year, has its major
ci ties consistent ly
leading the air quality
index. The repercus-
sions of deteriorating
air quality, prolonged
heatwaves, recurrent
urban flooding, bur-
geoning solid waste,
and the depletion and
contamination of un-
derground water
sources have collec-
tively transformed Pa-
kistani cities into a
neo-squatter phenom-
enon, where the very
act of living feels like
a form of punishment.

Amid concrete
landscapes, people’s
interaction with nature
is limited to electronic
devices, overshadow-
ing biophil ia.
Prioritising nature’s
restoration is crucial
for the well-being of
present  and future

generations amidst ur-
ban challenges.

According to esti-
mates, in two years,
hal f of  Pakistan’s
population may live in
cities. A palpable sign
of this urban sprawl is
observable during a
road journey from
Karachi to Islamabad
or vice versa, where
the gap between cities
is rapidly diminishing
due to the rampant ex-
pansion of haphazard
housing colonies and
DHA phases. This un-
checked city sprawl
raises concerns  of
two-thirds of the popu-
lation soon finding
themselves in urban
centres, which may
resemble an ‘urban
hell’ more than a sanc-
tuary in the ‘land of the
pure’.

Compounding this

issue is Paki stan’s
staggering current
population of 240.5
million, projected to
double by 2050. With
the alarming failure of
population control,
questions arise about
how this burgeoning
population will secure
drinking water and
food, especially as fer-
tile agricultural lands
succumb to the en-
croachment of housing
colonies.

While these chal-
lenges are not exclu-
sive to Pakistan and
are prevalent on a simi-
lar scale across Asia,
there are shining ex-
amples of proactive
sustainable urban en-
vironments. Colombo
stands out as one such
example.

Sri Lanka’s capi-
tal Colombo was de-

clared the Ramsar
Wetland City, along
with 18 more cities
from seven countries
during the 13th Con-
ference of the Parties
to the Ramsar Con-
vention on Wetlands
(COP13) in Dubai in
October 2018. This
made Colombo the
first capital to be ac-
credited as an Interna-
tional Wetland City by
Ramsar. The city is in-
tricately connected by
an ext ensive 50-
kilometre-long artificial
canal system, weaving
through 36 wetland
patches. Recognised
as the Colombo Wet-
land Complex, these
vital ecosystems play a
crucial role in the city’s
well-being.

Functioning as a
safeguard against
floods, they also cool

the air, purify water,
supply food and medi-
cines, combat climate
change, and provide
urban dwellers with a
welcome escape from
bustling city life. The
wetlands, home to di-
verse plant and animal
species such as the
endangered fishing cat
and otter, play a cru-
cial role in the city’s
ecological richness.
This unique environ-
ment serves as a
sanctuary for urban
wildli fe, featuring
nearly 250 plant spe-
cies and 285 animal
species, some rarely
found in any capital
city.

In three years, the
Clifton Urban Forest
became an urban
biodiversity hotspot
with 700,000 trees, in-
cluding 600,000 man-

groves, hosting 142
bird species, including
flamingos and eight
types o f migratory
ducks. Its images
dominate Pakis-t-an’s
wildlife photo-graphy
pages, em--phasising
that Karachi’s healing
is possible by
prioritising beyond real
estate wealth.

Karachi, flanked
by nearly the 50 km-
long Malir and Lyari
rivers, offers opportu-
nities for numerous
freshwater urban wet-
lands potentially be-
coming tourism hubs
and fostering a micro-
economy for the local
population. Proposals
include reconnecting
the remnants of the
o n c e - m a j e s t i c
‘Obhayo’ lagoon with
the sea through a
flyover bridge replac-

ing the Mai Kolachi
road and restoring the
Nai Nar lagoon on
Sandspit.

Turtle Beach,
marred by decaying
elite huts, could be
transformed into a pro-
tected zone, promoting
beach tourism and
serving as a sanctuary
for green turtles. The
Oyster Rock and four
other inhabited islands
can be turned into a
great example of
biophilia by making
them spots for sustain-
abl e fishing,
bi odiversi ty and
ecotourism, training
and mainstreaming the
native inhabitants to
earn from their cuisine
and culture, and enter-
taining the entertain-
ment-deprived affluent
Karachiites. It is still
not too late.
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Merged districts in Pakistan thrive af-
ter conflict

PESHAWAR (INP):
Pakistan's merged dis-
tricts are witnessing a
betterment of life and
development. The
tribal communities in
these areas, once af-
fected by terrorism,
are now experiencing
a wave of positive
change.

The second phase
of the revival of re-
turning tribes in the
Rajgal  Val ley of
Khyber District has
been completed.

During the second
phase in Rajgal, from
September 25, 2023, to
November 10, 2023,
1,280 families in three
villages have returned.

After the forma-
tion of the Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) in 2007, a wave
of terrorism emerged
in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Fol lowing the
TTP's rise, the coun-
try witnessed numer-
ous attacks, bombings,
and the tragic loss of
innocent l ives, ac-
knowledging responsi-
bility for thousands of
casualties.

However, due to
the relentless efforts
and sacrifices of the
Pakistani  armed
forces, a sustained at-
mosphere of peace
was restored. In the
war against terrorism,
over 87,000 individuals
sacrificed their lives.

Pakistan's secu-
rity fo rces timely
countered these
threats, also devised a
robust strategy to pre-
vent the wicked objec-

tives of the enemy.
After securing the

national borders, the
Pakistan Army, in col-
laboration with the
government, initiated
the provision of essen-
tial facilities and the
rehabilitation of these
"merged districts."

As peace was re-
stored in these dis-
tricts, the Pakistani
military launched new
and modern develop-
ment projects for the
well-being of the local
population, encom-
passing edu cation,
health, infrastructure,
and transportation.

In compliance
with the directives of
the Pakistani govern-
ment, the Front ier
Works Organization
(FWO) commenced
the construction of in-
frastructure.

During the con-
struction of roads, sev-
eral bridges and con-
necting roads were
also built.

Inaccessible re-
gions were connected
with the rest of the
country through a vast
network of 32 roads
and bridges.

Various packages
were introduced in
these districts to en-
hance educational and
government institu-
tions and to ignite the
professional skills of
the people, especially
the youth. Additionally,
an Agricultural Park
was established in
Wana to promote local
and international mar-
kets, comprising 1,344
markets and process-

ing zones.
Projects like the

Maari Petroleum
Pro ject , Lucky
Marwat Gas Explora-
tion, and the Copper
Mining Project in
Mohmand Khel were
initiated to harness hid-
den treasures and
natural resources for
developmental work.

To ensure a clean
and safe water supply,
more than 100 water
treatment plants and a
sanitat ion system
were established.

The Pakistani
armed forces also
played a crucial role in
improving public health
services by construct-
ing new hospitals such
as Para Medical Insti-
tute in Swat, Tehsil
Headquarters Mir Ali,
and DHQ Mamad Gat,
among others. Efforts
were made to provide
quality education by
establishing eight Ca-
det Colleges in the
merged districts, con-
tributing to the devel-
opment of the people.

In Sou th
Waziristan, the estab-
lishment of the Wana
Institute of Technical
Training aimed to em-
power local women by
offering various free-
lancing courses.

Special emphasis
was placed on sports
and physical activities
for children, providing
opportunities for their
holistic development.

In Bajaur, the
first-ever International
Special Persons
Wheelchair Cricket
Tournament was orga-

nized, featuring wheel-
chair races and hand
wrestling competi-
tions.

After the estab-
lishment of peace and
security, the Frontier
Constabulary and
Levies received new
equipment, standard
weapons, and special
attention to infrastruc-
ture to enhance the
capabilities of approxi-
mately 13,899 police
personnel.

Through joint ef-
forts of the Pakistani
government, Pakistan
Army, and Frontier
Corps, significant mea-
sures were taken to
facilitate the rehabilita-
tion of these families.

Under the Com-
munity Engagement
Program of Frontier
Corps, returning fami-
lies were provided with
essential items for life,
including dry rations,
tents, warm blankets,
and other necessities.

In the first phase
in the Tirah Valley,
15,690 families have
already returned dur-
ing 2021 and 2022.

Expressing grati-
tude to the Pakistan
Army and Frontier
Corps North authori-
ties, the returni ng
families in the region
stated that they are
very happy to be back
in their areas. The suc-
cess, progress, and the
journey towards hap-
piness in the new inte-
grated districts were
impossible without the
sacrifices of the
people of Pakistan and
the security forces.

Govt employ-
ees to get

electric bikes
LAHORE (INP): Care-
taker Provincial Trans-
port and Livestock Min-
is ter Ibrahim Has an
Murad said that the gov-
ernment was all set to
launch electric bikes to
prevent smog intensity.

He said that the E-
bikes would be cost-ef-
fective and government
employees would also
be pro vided electric
bikes on lease.

Talking to state-run
news channel, the min-
ister said: “In aim to re-
duce the usage of expen-
sive fuel and protect the
environment of the cit-
ies, government has de-
cided to  introduc ing
electric bikes and safe
city camera projects in
which smoke-emitting
vehicles will be detected
by the cameras and im-
mediate alerts were re-
layed to the field forces.”

The Electric Ve-
hicles Policy is the need
of the hour to promote a
safe environment, local
produc tion of e-ve-
hicles, providing incen-
tives, with the ultimate
goal of capturing a sub-
stantial share of the mar-
ket, he added.

E-bikes being zero-
emission vehicles would
use lithium-ion batteries
which will emerge as a
cost-effective and eco-
friendly alternative to
traditional transporta-
tion, he mentioned.

China and Pakistan promote agro-for-
estry economy

General elections should be held
on time, says Shehbaz Sharif

LAHORE (INP): Refer-
ring to the incidents of
violence witnessed on
May 9, former prime min-
ister and PML-N Presi-
dent Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday said these
were acts of treason on
the part o f the PTI,
which, he c laimed,
wanted to c reate fis-
sures in Pakistan Army.

Speaking to the me-
dia after appearing in an
ac countability court
(AC) in Lahore in con-
nection with the hearing
of Ramzan Sugar Mills
reference, he said he had
no idea that PTI would
turn out to be a ‘destruc-
tive force’.

He alleged that PTI
Chairman Imran Khan
had built his residence
in Bani Gala, Islamabad
in violation of rules and

regulations.
He was of the view

that there was a con-
spiracy behind the dis-
qualification of former
prime minister and PML-
N supremo  Nawaz
Sharif. “By s ending
Nawaz home, an ob-
struction was created in
the way of the country’s
development.

Shehbaz emp ha-
sized that general elec-
tions  in the c ountry
should be held on time.
"We are entering the
election campaign phase
with full preparation," he
added.

During the hearing,
the former prime minister
said that all cas es
against him were ‘fake’.
“Not a penny of corrup-
tion could be proved
against me,” he said,

adding, “All suspects,
including me, were ac-
quitted in the Ashiana
Housing case.”

He claimed that he
never caused loss to the
national excheq uer
through the steps he had
ordered.

“I served the people
of Punjab when I was the
provincial chief minis-
ter,” he said, adding, “I
never received a penny
from the exchequer for
my foreign tours. As a
matter of fact, I never re-
ceived my salary nor
availed perks and privi-
leges.”

Court adjourns
hearing

Earlier, an account-
ability court adjourned
the hearing of Ramzan
Sugar Mills reference
until December 12.

Gold rates in
Pakistan see

noticeable
increase

ISLAMABAD (INP): In
Wednesday's market up-
date, the 24-karat gold
reached Rs217,000 per
tola, while the 22-karat
gold was priced  at
Rs198,917 per tola. Even
in smaller quantities, the
prices remained attrac-
tive, with 10 grams of 24-
karat gold at Rs186,043
and 22-karat gold at
Rs170,539.

There is an inherent
connection between cur-
rency values and gold
prices that  is under-
scored by the significant
changes in the dollar's
value. Globally, the price
of gold has seen a de-
cline, currently standing
at $2,043 per ounce.

It's crucial to high-
light that gold prices in
Pakistan.

BEIJING (INP): The third
Science and Technology
Exchange Conference on
China-Pakistan Tropical
Arid Non-wood Forest
was held both online and
offline this week in
Zhengzhou, China, and
Gwadar simultaneously.

The exchange con-
ference was aimed at to
showcase achievements
and research progress of
both nations in the field
of economic forestry. 

It also sought to fa-
cilitate ac ademic ex-
changes of woody me-
dicinal herbs and active
sub stances between
China and Pakistan, ac-
cording to a report pub-

lished by Gwadar Pro on
Wednesday.

The event, co-
hosted by the Chinese
Society of Forestry (CSF)
and Central South Uni-
versity of Forestry and
Technology (CSUFT),
drew over 220 officials,
scholars, students and
business representa-
tives from both coun-
tries. In 2021, to enhance
the economic and eco-
logical development of
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC),
CSUFT, China Overseas
Port Holding Company
(COPHC), and Yulin
Holdings collaborated to
establish an Engineering

Research Center for
Tropical Arid Non-wood
Forest.  The center aims
to showcase a green and
sustainable develop-
ment approach, focusing
on the non-wood forest
industry and its compat-
ibility with ecological,
economic, and social
benefits in Gwadar.

During the review
and discussion of the
progress made over the
pas t years,  Zhang
Baozhong, chairman of
COPHC, introduced the
impact of eco-economic
forest construction on
the business environ-
ment in Gwadar.

Fo cus ing on the

collection and utilization
of germplasm resources
of arid- and salt-tolerant
and non-wood barren
forests, the organizer in-
vited experts to make
special presentations on
the research progress
and development pros-
pects of different plants,
inc luding Eucommia
ulmoides, Elaeis
guineens is , Moringa
oleifera, and Hippophae
rhamnoides.

The event was orga-
nized by Henan Agricul-
tural University, Henan
Forestry Society, Eco-
nomic Forest Branch of
CSF, COPHC and Yulin
Holdings.

QUETTA: PML-N Provincial Secretary General Jamal Shah Kakar addressing a
press conference.

ISLAMABAD: Jawad Sohrab Malik SAPM on Overseas Pakistanis, Charge d Affaires of Romania
Eduard Preda, Acting Dean of Diplomatic Corps Mohammad Karmoune, Ambassador of Morocco and
others cutting cake on the occasion on the National Day of Romania at local hotel.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Information Technology, Telecommunications Dr. Umar Saif
in a meeting with Group Chief Executive Officer of VEON Kaan Teziogly.

19 venues approved for political gath-
erings in Bannu Division

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(INP): Commissioner of
Bannu Division, Pervaiz
Sabat Khel has approved
the selection of suitable
locations for political
gatherings and proces-
sions in light of the pre-
scribed code of conduct
for the upcoming elec-
tions.

According to a no-
tification issued here,
seven venues have been
approved in Bannu dis-
trict and six places each
at Lakki Marwat and
North Waziristan dis-
tricts. The venues se-
lected in Bannu district
include Mandan Park,
Mira Khel cricket Sta-
dium,  Township Park,
Dami Pul Ground, Gov-
ernment Degree College

Bakkakhel, Committee
Playground and Rocha
Madrasa. Those venues
which have been ap-
proved at Lakki Marwat
dis tric t are Ragistan
Ground , Chawani
Ground Landiwa, school
Ground Hospital Road
Serai Naurang, Colony
Ground  Tajori, Pezu
Ground in front of High
School, Parrao Ground
Ghazni Khel, Shadi Khel
Ground and Masti Khel
Ground in front of Tehsil
Complex. At  North
Waziristan district six
approved venues are
Airstrip Ground Razmak,
Azizkhel Ground
Burakhel, Paryat Ground
Dosli, Gardai Raghzai
Dosli, Football Ground
near bus terminal Miran

Shah and Fo otball
Ground near Darpakhel.

The commissioner
said that it would be en-
sured that  rules and
regulations were imple-
mented  in letter and
spirit to conduct fair and
transparent elections.

He said as per the
code of conduct, each
party would submit its
schedule of political ac-
tivities every fifteen
days or a month to the
district administration,
enabling them to con-
tinue their political ac-
tivities in a p eaceful
manner. Similarly, he
added it was mandatory
for political parties to
submit a formal request-
undertaking to the rel-
evant Deputy Commis-

sioner for the organiza-
tion of small and large
gatherings at

designated  loc a-
tions during elections
and a reply to the request
would be provided within
nine days.

In case of denial of
permission, political can-
didates had the right to
appeal before the Com-
missioner of Bannu Divi-
sion. The decision would
be made within three
working days.

He added that un-
necessary use of loud-
speakers and inappropri-
ate language for oppo-
nents in gatherings and
processions would be
strictly prohibited and it
would be monitored by
investigative agencies.
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Politically stable, economically strong Pakistan
vital for protection of Indian minorities: Solangi

Financial empowerment of
poor people cornerstone of

BISP: Dr Amjad

ICT police launch special campaign against
narcotics, to educate youth

Providing quality telecom services to masses
govt’s top priority: Dr Saif

ISLAMABAD (INP): Caretaker
Federal Minister for Information,
Broadcasting and

Parliamentary Affairs
Murtaza Solangi on Wednesday
said that a politically stable and
economically strong
Pakistan was vital for the protec-
tion of the rights of minorities in
India, especially Kashmiris who
had been struggling for their right
to self-determination for over
seven decades.

Add ress ing the Kashmir
seminar, jointly organised by the
Friends of Kashmir and the Kash-
mir Media Service, he said Paki-
stan had always extended its
moral,

political and diplomatic sup-
port fo r the just c ause of
Kashmiris and would continue to
do so till freedom of the occupied
territory.

Murtaza Solangi said India
was a so-called democracy where

minorities were being mistreated
and victimised by the majoritarian
Hindu hardliners.

He said after the unfortunate
Jaranwala incident, the Govern-
ment of Pakistan expressed soli-
darity with the victims, but the
Government of India never sup-
ported the victims of the atroci-
ties of Hindutva brigade.

He said the reports by inter-
national human rights organiza-
tions, including Amnesty Interna-
tional, Human Rights Watch, US
State Development, Reporters
Without Borders and others had
been exposing incidents of atroci-
ties against the minorities in In-
dia.

So langi said atro cities
against religious minorities were
continuing in India without any
check and the international com-
munity had kept silent due to cer-
tain considerations.

The minister said that unlike

the Government of Pakistan, the
Modi regime never supported the
oppressed minorities of India
who were continuously targeted
by the extremis t Hindu
organisations.

The Indian Government had
forced various social media plat-
forms to block the Pakistani so-
cial media accounts in India, and
thus tried to hide the facts and
figures about plight of minorities
in the country, he added.

The minister said despite
martyrdom and injuries to thou-
sands, and displacing tens of
thousands  others, the spirit of
Palestinians for freedom could not
be dampened and defeated.

Solangi said Pakistan had
raised its voice all over the world
in support of Palestine. Despite
Israeli attack on Gaza, the voice
for the rights of Palestinians had
strengthened wo rldwide,  he
added.

PESHAWAR (INP): Chair-
man, Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP), Dr.
Muhammad Amjad Saqib here
Wednesday said that financial
empowerment of poor seg-
ments of the society at their
doorsteps was a cornerstone
of the BISP program.

Talking to beneficiaries
during his visit to BISP Office
at Acheni Peshawar, Dr
Amjad Saqib said the govern-
ment was committed to provide
financial relief and assistance
to deserving and needy people
in order to bring them under
social and economic safety net.

He said doors of BISP of-
fices were opened for assis-
tance and help of poor seg-
ments of society and all avail-
able resources were being uti-
lized to provide relief to them.

Dr Amjad directed BISP
employees to approach their
work with empathy, kindness
and ensure the provision of fi-
nancial support to  needy
women in a dignified manner.

On this occasion, the
Chairman BISP interacted with
needy women, listened to their
problems and directed the staff
to resolve their complaints as
early as possible.He said that

every act of kindness was a
form of charity and serving the
less fortunate was not merely
a job but a noble cause. Dr
Amjad directed the employees
to maintain a high standard of
cleanliness and efficiency in
their operations.

The Chairman BISP urged
beneficiaries to concentrate on
the education of their children
and provide them vocational
skills so that they could signifi-
cantly contribute to the
country’s development pro-
cess.

He said small loans for
businesses would help enable
poor people to improve their
lifestyle and contribute to the
society’s prosperity.

Earlier, he visited different
sections including the registra-
tion desk and beneficiaries’ ser-
vices centre at the office and
addressed the beneficiaries. He
listened to their problems and
issued spot orders for its reso-
lutions. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Director General BISP, Zohra
Aslam briefed the BISP Chair-
man about working of the BISP
operations, services and facili-
ties being provided to benefi-
ciaries in Khyber
Pakthunkhwa.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for IT
and Telecommunication Dr
Umar Saif said on Wednesday
that providing quality telecom
services to the masses was the
government’s top priority.

“The government is taking
all possible steps to improve
connectivity in the country,” he
said during a meeting with the
Group Chief Executive Officer
of VEON, along with CEO
Jazz, Aamir Ibrahim.

Matters of mutual interest

related to the telecom sector
were also discussed during the
meeting, said a news release.

During discussions with the
VEON delegation, Dr Umar
Saif mentioned that the tech-
neutral spectrum would be
auctioned soon to enhance
telecom services for the pub-
lic. Vowing to launch 5G, he
expressed that the Ministry of
IT and Telecommunication
would provide every possible
cooperation to the telecom in-
dustry. Smart mobile phones

would be provided in easy in-
stallments soon, he added.

Dr Umar Saif informed
the delegation that Pakistan has
a conducive investment atmo-
sphere, urging Jazz to invest in
e-agriculture, e-education, and
e-health sectors.

He also commended the
VEON Group for its efforts in
the technology field and the pro-
vision of smartphones.

The meeting was also at-
tended by senior officers of the
IT Ministry.

IS LAMABAD (INP ): The
Islamabad Capital Police have ini-
tiated a special awareness cam-
paign to eradicate the use of nar-
cotics from the federal capital and
ensure the safety of the youth from
the curse of drugs.

The Capital Police teams con-
ducted special lectures in various
educational institutions to edu-
cate students about the harms of
drugs and preventive measures.

In a statement, Islamabad
Capital City Police Officer (ICCPO)
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan highlighted
that Islamabad Capital Police have
launched a special awareness
campaign to rid the federal capital
of narcotics and safeguard the
young generation from the curse

of drugs.
During this campaign, police

teams have delivered lectures in
various educational institutions
about the harms of drugs and pre-
ventive measures, emphasizing
that drug abuse is detrimental to
the health and future of students.
Students are urged to protect
themselves and contribute to sav-
ing their surroundings from the
curse of drugs. Parents and teach-
ers are encouraged to collaborate
in preventing youth from falling
victim to drugs.

The police teams have ap-
pealed to the public to immedi-
ately inform the police about any
drug-related activities in their vi-
cinity. The cooperation of the

public is deemed crucial for the
successful eradication of this men-
ace.  Islamabad Capital Police and
Anti-Narcotics Force were jointly
working to combat drug traffick-
ing, while special teams have been
formed to apprehend drug ped-
dlers in educational institutions.

The ICCPO emphasized that
individuals involved in bus i-
nesses related to narcotics and al-
cohol will be brought to justice.
The Islamabad Capital Police was
actively engaging with the com-
munity to make the city a haven
of peace, and citizens were urged
to report any suspicious persons
or activities to the relevant police
station, the Emergency Helpline
“15,” or the “ICT Police” app.

Govt preparing national
policy for women em-
powerment, end vio-

lence: Mushaal
ISLAMABAD (INP): Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister on Hu-
man Rights and Women Empow-
erment Mushaal Hussein Mullick
has said that women empower-
ment is top priority of government
and it is preparing a national
policy to end gender based vio-
lence.

While addressing an event
on Wednesday, she said that with
technical support of the UN
Women, zero draft has been pre-
pared and finalization was in
progress.

Mushaal Hussain Mullick
said the federal and provincial
go vernments have set up
helplines to check gender based
violence. Women protection and
rehabilitation centers are working
at the federal, provincial and dis-
trict levels, providing early re-
sponse to victims of violence as
well as medical, legal and psycho-
logical support. Empowerment of
women to bring positive change
in the society, she emphasized.

The Special Assistant said
important legislation has been
done to protect and empower
women.  She further stated that
the legislation includes Zainab
Alert Response and Recovery
Act, Enforcement of Women's
Property Rights Act, Anti Rape In-
vestigation and Trial Act and Pro-
tection agains t harassment of
women at workplace.

RAWALPINDI: Lt Gen (Retd) Hamood uz Zaman Khan, Secretary Defence and H.E.Datuk Seri Isham
Ishak, Secretary General, Ministry of Defence, Malaysia signing Minutes of Meeting (MoM), at
Ministry of Defence. INP

KUWAIT:  First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Interior of Kuwait, Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah shake hand with Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Asim Munir. Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar also present.

QUETTA: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) senior leader Shazia Marri alon with PPP  leader Faisal
Karim Kundi addressing a press conference.

Caretaker CM Balochistan Discuss Border
Trade With Iranian Ambassador

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Chief Minister of
Balochistan,  Mir Ali Mardan
Khan Domki, held a crucial meet-
ing with the Ambassador of the
Republic of Iran, Raza Amiri, on
Wednesday.

 The high-level discussions
focused on matters of mutual in-
terest, particularly addressing the
challenges faced by the people
and trade professionals related to
security and trade issues along
the Pakistan-Iran border.

During the meeting, both lead-
ers expressed their commitment to
resolving existing problems and
difficulties.

 The Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter assured that the concerns

raised by the Iranian Ambassador
would be thoroughly discussed
with the federal government, with
the  active invo lvement of
Balochistan and Sistan business-
men.

 Steps will be taken to pro-
mote trade relations and enhance
security measures to facilitate
smoother cross-border activities.

This Move Is Aimed At
Fostering Stronger Ties

To facilitate communication
and understanding, delegations
are set to be exchanged between
the two countries.

This move is aimed at foster-

ing stronger ties and finding ef-
fective solutions to the challenges
faced by both nations.

In a gesture of goodwill, tra-
ditional gifts and souvenirs were
exchanged between Caretaker
Chief Minister Mir Ali Mardan
Khan Domki and Ambassador
Raza Amiri, symbolizing the
shared commitment to strengthen
diplomatic relations  between
Balochistan and the Republic of
Iran.

 The outcome of this meet-
ing is anticipated to contribute
positively to the economic and
security landscape of the region.
Stay tuned for further updates on
this developing story.

QUETTA: IG Police Balochistan, Abdul Khaliq Sheikh distributing shields among
police officers: Photo DGPR

Pakistan-Iran railway service
restored

CHAGAI (INP): Railway ser-
vice between Pakistan and
Iran has been restored follow-
ing suspension after heavy
rainfall in the area on Tuesday,
railway officials on Wednes-
day.

The rail freight service be-
tween Quetta to Iran and Iran
to Quetta has resumed. The
good trains from Pakistan left
for Iran, the railways authori-
ties said.

The railway track was
drowned under the rainwater,
which suspended goods trains

traffic Iran, Pakistan Railways
officials said.

“A goods train carrying sul-
fu r cargo from Iran was
stopped midway,” officials fur-
ther said. “An Iran-bound train
from Quetta was also stopped
at Dalbandin”.

The train service between
two neighboring countries used
to remain suspended mostly
owing to poor railways infra-
structure causing derailment a
routine. Earlier in July, a goods
train, destined for Iran from
Quet ta, was derailed near

Padag resulting in suspension
of the train service.

Before it, a freight train
coming from Zahedan was
derailed in Dalbandin in Chagai
district.

The sources cited the
tracks’ dilapidated condition as
the cause of the accident.

Pak-Iran freight train ser-
vi ce was restored after
completion of repair and reha-
bilitation work of railway track
damaged due to heavy flash
floods  near Dalbandin in
Chagai district.


