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PPP Woos Voters, Nawaz Wins Over
Electables in Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:
QUETTA: Balochistan has

recently been in the national lime-
light following the visits of former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and
the Chairman of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari. Asif Ali Zardari, a
key decision-maker for the PPP,
and Maryam Nawaz Sharif, a fu-
ture leader of the Pakistan Mus-
lim League (N), also visited
Quetta, holding selective meet-
ings to garner support for the up-
coming general elections.

Bilawal Spent Three
Days In Quetta
Nawaz conducted himself as

if he were an elected prime minis-
ter, engaging in meetings with key
political leaders from the former
ruling party, the Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP), National
Party (NP), Pashtoonkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PKMAP), and
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (F) to dis-
cuss the fast-approaching polls
in the country.

Nawaz’s Meetings
With Politicians From
Balochistan Indicate

Future Alliances
In contrast, Bilawal and

Zardari focused primarily on PPP

leaders and supporters.
For the first time in his politi-

cal career, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
spent three days in Quetta, hold-
ing a series of meetings with party
supporters and leaders.

Despite challenges, Bilawal
visited Sirki Road in Quetta, the
most congested and marginalized
area, to participate in a dinner

hosted by Rozi Khan Kakar, the
former senator and the party’s
secretary-general for Balochistan,
in his honor.

Furthermore, Nawaz,
Maryam, and Shehbaz chose to
stay in the only luxury hotel in
Quetta to meet with party leaders
and supporters.

Nawaz and Maryam
Made Significant

Progress
Regarding political gains,

Nawaz and Maryam made signifi-
cant progress, securing the sup-
port of over a dozen electables.
This seemed to be a major setback

for the PPP, which had been fo-
cusing on electables for the past
few years.

Since the BAP was a chal-
lenging project from day one, the
two mainstream political parties of
the country consistently aimed to
gain the support of lawmakers
from BAP.

The PPP succeeded in gain-

ing the support of Mir Quddus
Bizenjo,

who had no option other than
to join the party after the former
Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan
joined the PML-N. Sardar Domki
also joined the PPP.

 However, no significant
electable or politician from
Balochistan joined the party.

Key Accused Involved In
Martyrdom Of Levies Per-
sonnel Arrested In Kohlu

Yousaf Marri:

KOHLU: In a tragic incident,
two Levies personnel were
martyred, and one accused was
injured during a raid on the resi-
dence of Amanullah Marjanzai, a
wanted suspect associated with
Levies Force in the Kili Marjanzai
area of Luni Tehsil, district Dukki.

The operation was con-
ducted by the Levies Force and
Quick Response Force (QRF) un-
der the capable leadership of As-
sistant Commissioner Dukki,
Zahoor Ahmad Baloch and Assis-
tant Commissioner Luni Biberg
Lehri.  The target of the raid was
Amanullah Marjanzai Luni, who
is an advertised suspect in Tehsil
Luni.

2 Levies Personnel
Martyred In The

Attack
Unfortunately, two Levies

personnel lost their lives on the
spot as a result of the gunfire ini-
tiated by Marjanzai and his ac-
complices. Simultaneously, one of
the accused sustained injuries
during the retaliatory firing by the

Levies. Qasim Baloch, the in-
charge of QRF Loralai, played a
crucial role in the operation.

Post the incident, the de-
ceased Levies personnel were re-
spectfully transported to Civil
Hospital Dukki. Responding
promptly to the situation, Deputy
Commissioner Dhaka Captain R.
Fayyaz Ali, along with additional
Levies Force personnel and Fron-
tier Corps (FC) members, departed
for the scene.

Key Accused
Amanullah Marjanzai

Arrested
The Levies Force has effec-

tively surrounded the residence
of the accused Amanullah
Marjanzai, who is implicated in
various serious offenses, includ-
ing hindering the construction of
a road funded with seven billion
rupees, demanding a hefty Rs 10
crore extortion from the contrac-
tor, and confiscating machinery.
Marjanzai is also a wanted indi-
vidual sought by the Dukki po-
lice.

Canada court set to sentence
man found guilty of murdering
four Pakistani-origin Muslims

WEB DESK: Nathaniel
Veltman, who was found guilty of
attacking and killing four members
of a Pakistani-origin Muslim fam-
ily with his pick-up truck in June
2021 in London, Ontario, Canada,
is scheduled to be sentenced on
Jan 4 and Jan 5 in the coming year,
a Windsor court decided during a
brief hearing. Veltman appeared
before the Windsor court via video
link from the Southwest Detention
Centre in the city in southwest-
ern Ontario Friday, Canadian me-
dia reported. Veltman was found
guilty of four counts of first-de-
gree murder and one count of at-
tempted murder by a jury last
month for attacking the Afzaal
family with his pick-up truck while

they were out for a walk on June
6, 2021. The victims 46-year-old
Salman Afzaal, his 44-year-old
wife, Madiha Salman, their 15-
year-old daughter, Yumna, and her
74-year-old grandmother, Talat
Afzaal, were killed in the attack,
while the couple’s nine-year-old
son was seriously hurt but sur-
vived. The two-day sentencing
hearing in January 2024 will be
held at the London Superior Court
before Justice Renee Pomerance.
Justice Pomerance also oversaw
the 11-week trial in Windsor.

While the trial took place be-
fore a jury in Windsor, the sen-
tencing is set to take place in Lon-
don at the request of the victims’
family members.

6 arrested, case registered after bus comes under
gun attack in GB’s Chilas

CHITRAL: Diamer police on
Sunday lodged a first information
report (FIR) and arrested six sus-
pects in connection with an at-
tack on an Islamabad-bound bus
in Gilgit-Baltistan’s (GB) Chilas a
day earlier.

At least nine people, includ-
ing two soldiers, lost their lives
and 21 passengers received inju-
ries on Saturday evening after
unknown gunmen targeted a bus
from nearby hills which caused the
vehicle to collide with a goods
truck. The interior minister of GB
had said the bus driver stepped
on the accelerator due to the fir-
ing which led to its head-on colli-
sion with a goods truck. He had
equated the gun attack with ter-
rorism. So far, no organisation has
accepted responsibility for the
incident.

Speaking to Dawn.com to-
day, the public relations officer
(PRO) for the Diamer commis-
sioner said a case was registered
against unknown miscreants by
Diamer Station House Officer
Azmat Shah. “Six suspects have
been taken into custody at two
police stations so far,” PRO Raja
Ashfaq Tahir said. The official
said all entry and exit points of
GB had been closed and security
in the region was on high alert.
The police have launched search
operations across Diamer and traf-

fic on the Karakoram Highway
would remain suspended today,
Tahir added. Diamer Deputy Com-
missioner retired Captain Arif
Ahmad also confirmed the same
developments to Dawn.com.

Separately, Chilas Assistant
Commissioner Sadaqat Ali said
the funeral prayers of the de-
ceased were offered with GB Chief
Minister Haji Gulbar Khan and top
army officials in attendance. The
bodies were later dispatched to
their hometowns by Rescue 1122.

Earlier, GB Interior Minister
Shams Lone visited injured per-
sons at the Chilas hospital and
directed the medical staff to en-
sure the provision of the best
medical care.

On the other hand, hundreds

of passengers travelling to Gilgit
Baltistan were stranded in
Bisham, Kohistan and other areas
due to the closure of the
Karakoram Highway.

Muhammad Didar, a hotel
owner in Bisham, told Dawn.com
that he had provided free accom-
modation to stranded passengers,
including women and children.

Protests were also held in
Chilas and Hunza against the in-
cident. The demonstrators de-
manded immediate action and the
arrest of the culprits.

Anti-state elements won’t
be allowed to sabotage

peace in GB: PM
Meanwhile, in a statement,

caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul
Haq Kakar affirmed that anti-state
elements would not be allowed to
sabotage peace in GB.

According to state-run Radio
Pakistan, the premier condemned
the incident. He said the war
against terrorism would continue
till the complete elimination of ter-
rorism in the country.

He expressed deep grief over
the martyrdom of innocent citi-
zens in the incident and prayed
for the patience of the bereaved
families.

PM Kakar added that target-
ing unarmed civilians was proof
of the terrorists’ cowardice.

Interim Interior Minister
Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti on Sunday
also strongly condemned the fir-
ing incident.

“Targeting civilians is a cow-
ardly act,” the minister said in his
message, adding that anti-na-
tional elements were trying to
sabotage GB’s peace.

“However, such cowardly
acts boost the morale of our val-
iant forces to fight terrorism with
more vigour and bravery.”

Bugti added that the
country’s enemies wanted to de-
stroy the peace of a peaceful area
such as GB but they would fail.

He said the sacrifices of the
nation in the war against terror-
ism would not go in vain.

CM Balochistan Declares Fare Exemption for Dis-
abled in Green Bus Service

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Caretaker

Chief Minister, Mir Ali Mardan
Khan Domki has declared the
exemption of fares for persons
with disabilities in the green bus
service. He announced that
individuals with disabilities will
not be charged fares in the
green bus service, whether in
government or non-govern-
ment institutions. In an effort
to enforce job quotas and fa-
cilitate accessibility, measures
will be implemented in accor-
dance with international and
national laws.
10 To 12% of People
Are Grappling With

Disabilities
During the event, the

Caretaker Chief Minister em-
phasized that approximately ten
to twelve percent of people in
Pakistan are grappling with dis-
abilities, highlighting the signifi-
cance of this community. He
expressed the collective re-
sponsibility to work towards

their welfare and ensure that
they do not experience any
sense of inferiority in their abili-
ties.

 The goal is to make their
lives easier across all aspects
and promote a positive change

in societal attitudes.
The Caretaker Chief Min-

ister also mentioned ongoing
governmental initiatives aimed
at integrating people with dis-
abilities into society as produc-
tive citizens. He encouraged

suggestions for improvement in
this regard and underscored
the importance of implement-
ing existing federal and provin-
cial legislation providing oppor-
tunities for individuals with dis-
abilities in government jobs.
Key Govt Officials
Attend the Function

The event was attended by
Adviser Social Welfare Shania
Khan, Commissioner Quetta
Division Hamza Shafaqat, Di-
rector General Social Welfare
Tariq Javed Mangal, develop-
ment partners, and relevant
authorities.

Social Welfare Adviser
Shania Khan also presented a
token of appreciation, a
swinner, to the Caretaker Chief
Minister of Balochistan. The
Chief Minister welcomed any
suggestions for enhancing
these efforts and acknowl-
edged the collaborative com-
mitment needed for the better-
ment of individuals with dis-
abilities in the region.

CM Balochistan, Ali Mardan Domki handing over a shield to a
disabled person: Photo DGPR
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Why rumours of poll delay?
By Abbas Nasir:

A FEW weeks after the
ECP announced the date
for general elections in
the country — settling
the issue, one would
have thought — specu-
lation has again gripped
the imagination of many
‘on-camera journalists’
who, in their vlogs and
TV programmes, cast
doubts about polls being
held in February next
year.

Some have quoted
(unnamed, of course)
members of the caretaker
cabinet, some senators
from one particular prov-
ince and others diplo-
mats in the capital. The
one common denomina-
tor was that the ‘delayed
election’ news was com-
ing from sources taking
refuge behind anonym-
ity.

Even then, a coun-
try which was once
promised party-based
elections within 90 days
but had to wait 11 years
for that exercise to hap-
pen on a partyless basis,
and a nation that has
seen its collective will
being undermined by
the machinations of one
unelected institution or
the other on multiple oc-
casions over the years,
could not have been
blamed for finding such
speculation credible if
they did.

When such specu-
lation — or rather
rumours — start circu-
lating and acquires a life
of its own, most poorly

informed ‘analysts’, such
as this columnist, are
asked by readers, friends
and family if what is be-
ing speculated by usu-
ally well-informed jour-
nalists is true.

Frankly, I have no
friends in high places or
sources among the deci-
sion-making echelons of
our beloved and, to bor-
row from Ardeshir
Cowasjee, blighted land.
All I have to rely on is
asking the obvious ques-
tions to try and reach
some sort of a conclusion
myself.

So what questions
would I ask to see if there
is a likelihood of another
delay in the already de-
layed elections? The first
and foremost was ad-
dressed rather master-
fully by my friend and
colleague Khurram
Husain this last Thurs-
day in this very column
space.

He explained at
length the pitfalls of a
postponement and its
undesirable conse-
quences for the
economy. At a time when
even the establishment
has understood the
meaning of ‘it’s the
economy, stupid’, which
was used in the 1992 US
presidential election,
who would think of de-
railing the electoral pro-
cess?

Ask a student of el-
ementary economics and
politics, and they will tell
you that economic devel-
opment, ie, growth will be

severely curtailed in
times of political uncer-
tainty and upheaval.
Given the importance
being attached to eco-
nomic revival, it would
be nothing but utterly
foolhardy to delay the
elections.

It would be useful
to keep in focus the
world beyond the elite
bubble in our society,
and understand that out
of the 240.4 million Paki-
stanis, just under 40 per
cent live below the pov-
erty line. That is 95m
people.

This staggering
number of people, more
than a third of the coun-
try, struggles to put food
on the table and a roof
over its head; it can only
dream about a decent
education for their chil-
dren and healthcare for
themselves and their
family. Can you imagine
how you’d be seething
with anger and despair
if your reality mirrored
theirs, despite working
all day long.

The impact of this
anger, which envelops a
third of our country, is a
recipe for the kind of po-
litical strife and instabil-
ity many of us, who lead
a relatively smug exist-
ence, cannot imagine. I
shudder to think of the
turmoil if this sustained
deprivation brings the
shirtless multitudes
onto the streets.

Elections, no matter
how far from ideal, serve
as a release valve for the

have-nots in particular
as they feel empowered,
even if only for a day,
and think they are being
heard and sought after.
For those who have
very little, to feel wanted
must be a special feeling.

Even a somewhat
flawed electoral exercise
brings to the fore elected
leaders who have more
credibility  than the
establishment’s capital-
hopping, jet-setting
‘middle class’ poster
boy. This credibility is
significant both in en-
abling the office-holder
to steer the ship at home
and in  strengthening
their hands in negotiat-
ing externally.

Frankly, the only
reason why some jour-
nalists have cited, in
support of their insis-
tence that a postpone-
ment of the election is on
the cards, is what is per-
ceived to be the popu-
larity of PTI leader Imran
Khan. This despite the
systematic degradation
of his party and the en-
gineered disarray among
the PTI’s second- and
third-tier leaders and
those likely to run on the
party’s ticket in the elec-
tion.

But very few of
these leading pundits
address one small point.
By postponing the elec-
tion for six months or
even a year, in the un-
likely event that the apex
court approves such a
move, what change in the
country’s objective con-

ditions would occur that
facilitates elections?

If the election is at
all postponed, it will cre-
ate more political uncer-
tainty, which would be a
killer for the economy.
The state of the
economy will also dictate
the political and social
climate. If hardship in-
creases, can we rule out
upheaval? Probably not.

Simultaneous with
these factors is the re-
turn of PML-N leader
Nawaz Sharif. His return,
facilitated as it is seen to
be by the establishment,
doesn’t seem to have
happened for him to be
kept waiting for an in-
definite period. For now,
he is an ally, but if the
promised reset to 2016
doesn’t happen soon,
how long will he stay
quiet?

The PPP has al-
ready started its cam-
paign. Its footprint may
be receding but it re-
mains a strong voice that
can’t be shrugged aside.
Even if over the short
term some political par-
ties think a postpone-
ment may be beneficial
for them, it would be
short-sighted to back it.
Their credibility and,
therefore, their chances
will likely nosedive and
not improve.

Admittedly, we are
talking of Pakistan, a land
of glorious uncertainties.
Luck is said to favour the
brave but I could end up
with egg on my face.
C’est la vie.

The health-climate nexus
By Zofeen T. Ebrahim:

Linguistic maze
By Nazir A. Jogezai:

THE clamour by scien-
tists to look at climate
change through the
health lens is growing
louder and more urgent.
The numbers are there to
justify it, they say. More
people are dying annu-
ally from extreme weather
events, including
heatwaves, floods,
zoonoses and water and
vector-borne illnesses,
than the usual infectious
diseases. According to
WHO, between 2030 and
2050, climate change is
expected to cause ap-
proximately 250,000 addi-
tional deaths per year
from undernutrition, ma-
laria, diarrhoea and heat
stress alone.

More than 3.8 bil-
lion people, that is half
the global population,
were exposed to extreme
heat from June through
August this year.
Women, particularly
pregnant women living
in extreme poverty, bear
the brunt of climate
change. Studies carried
out globally prove that
exposure to extreme heat
can lead to maternal and
infant mortality and mor-
bidity, including pre-ec-
lampsia, pre-term births,
stillbirths, etc.

Dr Ana Bonell, an
academic clinician at the
London School of Hy-
giene and Tropical Medi-
cine, is  studying the
nexus between climate
change and maternal and
child health. Sharing her
findings at a pre-COP28
event in  Karachi,
organised by the Aga
Khan University in col-
laboration with the Aga

Khan Development Net-
work and the Sustainable
Development Solutions
Network-Pakistan, she
said: “When women’s
health improves, it’s not
just the baby’s health
that improves, but the
entire community ben-
efits . Women are not
only agents of change
but [also] custodians of
indigenous knowledge.”

Healthcare practitio-
ners are also concerned
about extreme heat lead-
ing to increased gender-
based violence. A study
conducted in India, Paki-
stan and Nepal between
2010 and 2018 found that
a one-degree Celsius rise
in average annual tem-
perature also led to a 6.3
per cent increase in inci-
dents of physical and
sexual domestic violence
against 194,871 women
aged 15 to 49.

Along with extreme
heat, air pollution has
had serious health con-
sequences.

 A decade since the
death of nine-year-old
Ella Kissi-Debrah in Lon-
don from an asthma at-
tack (in 2020, her death
was recognised by law as
the first one due to air
pollution), an over-
whelming number of
studies have shown that
air pollution impacts hu-
man life at every stage —
from foetal development
to teenagers’ cognitive
abilities, to the mental
health of adults. In fact,
the nearly 60,000 studies,
half of them published in
the last 10 years, have
led WHO to label air pol-
lution as a global health
emergency.

According to the
University of Chicago’s
Air Quality Life Index, in
Bangladesh, India,
Nepal and Pakistan,
people can expect to lose
about five years of their
lives, on average, if the
air remains polluted.
While COPs (annual cli-
mate change summits)
have always focused
more on energy, medical
professionals are steer-
ing global leaders’ atten-
tion towards health, and
demanding that it be put
at the heart of climate
policy. “It is the greatest
threat of the century, af-
ter all,” pointed out Dr
Zulfiqar Bhutta, found-
ing director of the Insti-
tute for Global Health
and Development and
the Centre of Excellence
in Women and Child
Health at Aga Khan Uni-
versity. He added:
“People need solutions
for building resilience
and adaptation to ward
off the adverse climate
effects in addition to miti-
gation, and at least
cost.”

And so, for the very
first time, health has not
been elbowed out from
climate conversations.
In fact, a Health Day
dedicated to Health, Re-
lief, Recovery and Peace
will be observed tomor-
row (Dec 3) at COP28,
being hosted by the
UAE in Dubai, along
with the much-trum-
peted first-ever health
ministerial meeting.

At the end of it ,
there will be a declaration
on climate and health
that will address adapta-
tion within the health

sector itself, which ac-
counts for 4.4pc of glo-
bal emissions. “Health
systems will need a
transformational shift in
order to become climate-
resilient, low-carbon-
sustainable and equi-
table,” Maha Barakat,
the UAE’s assistant
minister for health and
life sciences in the for-
eign affairs ministry, had
said at the World Health
Summit held in Berlin last
October.

COPs are generally
known to be too energy-
focused. But COP28
comes with its own bag-
gage. Take, for example,
the controversial venue.
Dubai, the world’s sev-
enth biggest oil pro-
ducer with the fifth larg-
est gas reserves, has
risen on the wealth of
fossil fuel. The COP28
president heads the
UAE’s giant state oil
company and the state
renewables business.
There have been whis-
pers that the event
would be used to make
oil deals.

Nevertheless, hav-
ing emerged from their
silos onto a global plat-
form, health practitio-
ners, especially in the
South, need to do their
homework. This re-
quires overcoming data
challenges and being
able to come up with
quality analyses to
quantify the costs to so-
ciety and the economy
to demand access to
funds. This COP, said Dr
Bhutta, will also be a
good time to demand the
rebuilding and resilience
of health systems in the

Green Climate Financing
and Loss and Damage
funds. “The power of in-
digenous knowledge
and community-based
approaches should be
made part of universal
health coverage pack-
ages, and the Sou-th
supported technically
and financially,” he said.

However, the kind of
health emergencies the
world is facing and likely
to face in the future re-
quires working together.
Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral of the UN Amina
Mohammed has as-
serted: “No one will ever
be truly safe until every-
one is safe.” Truer words
have never been spoken.
They should become our
mantra. We are already
grappling with
transboundary air pollu-
tion among South Asian
countries, as particulate
matter does not respect
boundaries. Last year,
nine of the 10 cities with
the highest annual aver-
age of fine particulate
matter were in Asia.

And thus, for this
region, the need of the
hour is to shed distrust
and a confrontational
posture in favour of ral-
lying together and shar-
ing knowledge and data
with each other.

 “There can be no
progress without peace;
no gains in climate with-
out peace and by now,
it’s clear that as
neighbours we would
have to choose between
two MAD futures — one
that is mutually assured
destruction or a mutually
agreed development,”
said Dr Bhutta.

Economic liberalism
By Nadir Cheema:

THE economic dis-
course revolves around
IMF programmes in Pa-
kistan, as the country is
being administered for
the 23rd time. IMF’s pre-
scription for economic
stabilisation, steeped in
the principles of eco-
nomic neoliberalism, is
often seen as uniform for
countries across the
world. This situates the
IMF as a bastion of
neoliberal thought.

Pakistan’s tryst with
economic liberalism
dates back to the 1960s,
when it was among the
first developing coun-
tries adopted to experi-
ment free-market eco-

nomic policies. To fully
grasp the depth and in-
fluence of neoliberal
economics, tracing back
two centuries to the on-
set of the Industrial
Revolution and inter-
secting with the phases
of colonialisation and
the development of the
social welfare state, is
crucial. The Economist
magazine, renowned for
its analytical prowess
and influential reader-
ship, offers a critical lens
for examining the transi-
tion from classical liber-
alism to neoliberalism
during last two centu-
ries. Its ‘Homeland Eco-
nomics’ special report
published recently navi-

gates the troubled wa-
ters of neoliberalism in
the post-pandemic and
2008 financial crisis
world, aggravated by
geopolitical tensions.

Since 1843, The
Economist has ardently
supported free-market
principles, beginning
with its campaign against
Britain’s Corn Laws to
advance economic liber-
alism. The magazine’s
success in this early en-
deavour laid the ground-
work for its staunch op-
position to protectionism
and socialism. The
Economist played a criti-
cal role in the rise of
Britain’s Liberal Party in
the late 19th century, sig-

nificantly impacting the
period’s political and in-
tellectual landscapes.
Some of its editors were
revered as Victorian
liberalism’s sages.

The magazine’s in-
fluential role in liberal
discourse also high-
lights Britain’s historical
role in spreading capital-
ism across the world.
Rooted in London, the
heart of global finance,
its  advocacy for
financialised capitalism
aligned with the city’s
standing.

The Economist has
skilfully adjusted its edi-
torial positions to reflect
the changing tides of
global politics and lead-

ership. It initially sup-
ported colonial expan-
sion to promote invest-
ments, adopted a
nuan-ced approach dur-
ing World War I, and
recogn ising Britain’s
waning influence post-
World War II, focu-sed
more on an American
readership, aligning with
US foreign policies. The
magazine opposed the
Anglo-French proposal
of military intervention in
the Suez Crisis, endors-
ing the US stance and
bac-k--ed other Ameri-
can strategies during the
Cold War.

In the 1970s, it ap-
proached neoliberalism
with caution but later

fully  embraced
Thatcher-Reagan eco-
nomic paradigm, main-
taining this stance into
Tony Blair’s New Labour
era. The shift is  per-
ceived by some as align-
ing with the prevailing
political currents, others
interpret it as a practical
adaptation of liberal ide-
ology to a changing glo-
bal context, shifting from
classical individualism.

During the late 19th
and early 20th centuries,
the rise of a mass work-
ing class, a product of
the Industrial Revolu-
tion, brought socioeco-
nomic shifts and height-
ened inequalities. Mod-
ern liberals, acknowledg-

ing that classical prin-
ciples of mere physical
freedom were no longer
sufficient, began advo-
cating for the state to
provide social welfare,
enabling individuals to
achieve their potential
— a modern take on
‘freedom’. The Econo-
mist embraced this
broader vision of wel-
fare, seen by some as a
means for the capitalist
world to proactively ad-
dress demands and avert
revolutionary sentiment.
Others view its editorial
evolution as a strategic
response to the expan-
sion of franchise and the
Liberal Party’s need to
adapt to electoral chal-

lenges. Moreover, some
credit liberalism with cre-
ating an environment
conducive to the devel-
opment of labour move-
ments. William
Beveridge’s seminal 1942
report, which laid the
foundation for Britain’s
universal social welfare
system, was embraced
by The Economist. Dur-
ing the 1970s, the maga-
zine showed a preference
for Keynesian econom-
ics over monetarist theo-
ries, eventually settling
firmly into a neoliberal
stance. The 2008 finan-
cial crisis prompted reas-
sessment of free-market
orthodoxy and the
state’s role.

Environmental Samples: Urgent Call to
Safeguard Balochistan’s Polio-Free Status

Editorial:
In a crucial stride to fortify its polio-free status, Balochistan launched an ambi-
tious anti-polio campaign, reaching out to over 2.5 million children below the
age of five. The dedication of 11,000 teams strategically positioned across the
province symbolizes a collective determination to combat the poliovirus.

However, amidst this proactive effort, unsettling news surfaces. Environ-
mental samples from Quetta, Hub, Dera Bugti, and Chaman test positive for the
virus, casting a shadow on the region’s hard-won progress. This alarming
development is a stark reminder that the fight against polio is far from over.

Polio-Free Balochistan, A Hard-Won Progress
Syed Zahid Shah, Chief of the Emergency Operation Cell, passionately

calls upon parents to actively cooperate, underscoring the urgency of ensur-
ing that their children receive the indispensable anti-polio drops. It is impera-
tive for every citizen to recognize their role in this monumental endeavor.

The collaborative spirit demonstrated by the government, UNICEF, WHO,
and various organizations is commendable. However, the recent environmen-
tal samples pose a looming threat, demanding intensified efforts and collabo-
ration. It is crucial for these entities to join hands in a unified front against the
crippling virus.

Govt And Orgs Should Intensify Their Efforts
This editorial urges the government and relevant organizations to inten-

sify their efforts, pooling resources and expertise to confront and eliminate
this newfound challenge. The preservation of Balochistan’s polio-free legacy,
meticulously upheld for over two years, demands immediate action. The time
to act is now, to secure the health and future of Balochistan’s children, ensur-
ing a polio-free landscape for generations to come.

LANGUAGE is a cul-
tural container, captur-
ing a community’s ideas,
behaviour, and philoso-
phy. A disconnect with
language is tantamount
to detachment from
one’s own culture,
knowledge base, and in-
tellectual advancement.
Tragically, there are lan-
guages worldwide that
are nearing extinction —
leading to the imminent
loss of cultural and intel-
lectual heritage, as
warned by Unesco.

Languages and
their related cultures are
either nurtured or eradi-
cated by the educational
system. An inclusive
education system ac-
commodates linguistic
diversity.

Prejudice and soci-
etal divides endure when
lingu istic hierarchies
persist and are used as
an instrument of subju-
gation.

There are three main
components of language
policy: language prac-
tices, language ideology
or beliefs, and language
management. The first
includes the use of lan-
guage in a variety of situ-
ations. The second re-
fers to attitudes towards
language in the pursuit
of linguistic and non-lin-
guistic objectives. The
last entails making at-
tempts to govern and
promote certain  lan-
guages via policies.

In Pakistan, which is
a society of diverse na-
tions and languages, a
linguistic hierarchy has
evolved, with English as
the dominant language
and Urdu as an emblem
of middle-class identity,
often seen as
marginalising regional
languages.

The prevalence of
English-medium educa-
tion exacerbates inequal-
ity, and separates the
wealthy from the
marginalised elements of
society.

This enhances so-
cioeconomic inequities
and strengthens social
binaries. Indigenous

languages frequently
take a back seat to En-
glish and Urdu in public
school curricula and
pedagogies, denying
youngsters an educa-
tion in their own lan-
guage, damaging cogni-
tion and critical thinking,
and depriving them of
their broader cultural
heritage.

We may call this the
‘language deprivation
syndrome’, though it is
a clinical term with refer-
ence to those with im-
paired hearing. Due to
the strong link between
cognition and language,
children who are de-
prived of their first lan-
guage throughout early
education exhibit poorer
cognitive and linguistic
development. Executive
functioning (broadly de-
scribed as mental skills
that allow learners to
plan, organise and solve
problems) and language
are related. Executive
functioning can be im-
paired in children facing
language deprivation.

Presently, a body of
evidence demonstrates
that early education in
the child’s native lan-
guage is highly benefi-
cial. The development of
foundational ideas in
children is enhanced
when they communicate
in their native tongue, as
there are fewer ob-
stacles to understand-
ing.

The likelihood of
the successful acquisi-
tion of a second or for-
eign language (for ex-
ample, Urdu and En-
glish) going forward, is
greater when children
attain literacy in their
native tongue prior to
the use of the second or
foreign language as the
instructional medium.
For children, learning in
their mother tongue im-
proves their academic
achievements, social
growth, self-assurance,
and capacity for critical
analysis.

This is not to under-
mine English or Urdu as
educational mediums.
Everyone should have

the right to choose. But
these languages should
not be presented as ri-
vals to children’s native
tongue or used to dis-
criminate and socially
polarise. Imposing Urdu
as the medium of instruc-
tion on children who are
more comfortable learn-
ing in their native lan-
guage will create aca-
demic challenges and in-
equalities. In much the
same manner, the use of
English as the official lin-
gua franca and elite lan-
guage shows how lan-
guage maintains author-
ity and perpetuates so-
cietal divisions. The first
address of the caretaker
prime minister to his cabi-
net in English is an ex-
ample of the supremacy
given to the English lan-
guage in Pakistan.

Again, this is not to
diminish interactions and
learning in  English,
which is the international
lingua franca, as it opens
doors to information that
we may not be able to
access in Urdu or indig-
enous languages. How-
ever, opening the infor-
mation window to only
the elite and using En-
glish for social status, to
oppress others and to
lessen the importance of
other languages is the
issue.

There is a need for
equitable language poli-
cies and education sys-
tems, which are inclusive
and respect all cultures
in the best interest of
society. Unsurprisingly,
when a certain language
is denied a role in the
educational system.

, many parents re-
spond by not encourag-
ing its use at home, con-
sequently  losing the
connection with cultural
assets, knowledge and
wisdom.

Language is more
than just a means of com-
munication; it relates to
a person’s sense of self,
culture and daily life.
Education itself is a way
of living, and taking away
language from one’s
education is to  deny
them their right to live.
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Rallies, seminars being held on Sindh Culture Day
to promote peace and tolerance

PTI leaders including Marwat booked after
Swabi workers' convention

KARACHI (INP):
Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari extended
warm congratulations
to the nation, particu-
larly the people of
Sindh, on the occasion
of Sindh Culture Day.

Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari em-
phasizes the timeless
nature of Sindh's cul-
ture, considering it a
testament to one of the
world's oldest and
most exquisite civiliza-
tions. Highlighting
‘Mohun Jo Daro’ as

the epicenter of Sindh's
cultural richness,
Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari underscores
the historical traits of
peace, tolerance, and
patriotism exhibited by
the people of Sindh. He
further notes their ap-
preciation for art and
nature, describing
these characteristics
as integral aspects of
Sindh's identity.

Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari views
cultural diversity as the
hallmark of Pakistani
society, presenting an
unparalleled example

of national unity to the
global community.

He advocates for
purposeful cultural ac-
tivities, considering
them a potent antidote
to hatred, division, and
extremist ideologies
within society.

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari contends that
cultural activities serve
as a source of nourish-
ment for promoting tol-
erance and social har-
mony, likening them to
nectar. Expressing the
Pakistan People's
Party's commitment to
giving equal impor-

tance to all cultures
across the nation, he
declares their mani-
festo to showcase
Pakistan's positive im-
age globally by high-
lighting its ancient civi-
lization and vibrant cul-
ture. In conclusion,
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari's mes-
sage on Sindh Culture
Day reflects a dedica-
tion to preserving and
promoting the rich heri-
tage of Pakistan, fos-
tering unity, and pre-
senting a positive nar-
rative of the nation to
the world.

PESHAWAR (INP): A
case has been registered
against 21 local leaders
of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
including former pro-
vincial minister Sher
Afzal Marwat, for or-
ganizing a workers'
convention in Swabi,
defying Section 144
that prohibits gather-
ings of more than five
people.

The FIR was reg-
istered under the super-
vision of the Swabi po-
lice station SHO after
officials and workers of
the PTI went ahead
with the convention
yesterday, flouting the
restriction imposed by
the district administra-
tion.

Along with

Marwat, other promi-
nent PTI figures named
in the case include
former MPAs Aqibullah
and Abdul Karim, Tehsil
Mayor Attaullah Faisal
Tarkai, District Presi-
dent Sohail Yousafzai,
and Adnan Qaiser. Sev-
eral unidentified work-
ers have also been
booked.

The violation of
Section 144, typically
invoked to maintain law
and order or prevent
the spread of infectious
diseases, carries a pen-
alty of imprisonment
for up to two years or
a fine, or both.

The PTI's decision
to hold the convention
despite the ban drew
criticism from various
quarters. The district

administration had
blocked roads leading
to the venue and
warned against defying
the restriction, citing
potential security con-
cerns and the ongoing
public health emer-
gency.

However, the PTI
leadership maintained
that the convention was
a peaceful gathering
aimed at mobilizing
party workers and
highlighting pressing
issues faced by the
people of Swabi. They
accused the adminis-
tration of adopting a
discriminatory ap-
proach and stifling dis-
sent. The registration
of the case has esca-
lated tensions between
the PTI and the local

authorities. It remains
to be seen how the
party will respond to the
legal action and
whether further
clashes or protests will
erupt in Swabi.

This development
adds another layer to
the already volatile po-
litical climate in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, where
the PTI has been ac-
tively campaigning
against the ruling coali-
tion government. The
party's defiance of Sec-
tion 144 and the subse-
quent crackdown by
the administration could
potentially trigger fur-
ther polarization and
raise questions about
freedom of assembly
and political expression
in the province.

Pak-China Vocational Institute emerges as one of
the leading institutions in Baluchistan

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Pak-China
Technical and Voca-
tional Institute, Uni-
versity of Gwadar has
opened its admissions
in various diploma and
advanced diploma pro-
grams for the 2024-25
academic year. 

All training pro-
grams and course cur-
ricula are developed in
collaboration with the
Shandong Institute of
Commerce and Tech-
nology (SICT), China,
and relevant accredit-
ing bodies.

As per the official
notification, the
courses include mari-
time and port manage-
ment, software tech-

nology, e-commerce,
and tourism manage-
ment, a diploma in
electronics, an ad-
vanced diploma in Chi-
nese language and cul-
ture, and an advanced
diploma in the English
language.  The dura-
tion of the courses of-
fered are mostly 3
years and 1 year long.
Highly qualified fac-
ulty members from
SICT, China will teach
physically or through
video links.

The students will
be facilitated with
modern state-of-the-
art facilitation, like
workshops, high-tech
computer labs, smart
classrooms, a library,

seminar and confer-
ence halls, and expo-
sure trips to various
organizations any-
where across the
country. Gwadar Port
Authority, the Univer-
sity of Gwadar, and
the Government of
Baluchistan also pro-
vide fully funded
merit-based and need-
based scholarships.

Pak-China Tech-
nical Vocational Insti-
tute Gwadar has
emerged as one of the
leading institutions in
Baluchistan, providing
state-of-the-art voca-
tional and technical
training facilities to the
local youth. The voca-
tional institute is of

paramount importance
in imparting technical
training and vocational
skills to the youth of
Baluchistan province,
particularly Gwadar.

The institute was
built with a Chinese
grant under the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), and
its operational agree-
ment was signed be-
tween SICT, Gwadar
Port Authority (GPA),
University of Gwadar
(UoG), and China
Overseas Ports Hold-
ing Company
(COPHC) to provide
free of cost six-month
short courses and
three-year diploma
programs. 

Gladiators push struggling Team Abu Dhabi
to fourth consecutive defeat

ABU DHABI (INP):
Deccan Gladiators
trounced struggling
Team Abu Dhabi by 63
runs in the 12th match of
the Abu Dhabi T10 at the
Zayed Cricket Stadium.
Riding on quick knocks
from Andre Fletcher (41),
Nicholas Pooran (30) and
Tom Kohler-Cadmore
(35), Gladiators posted
141 for 6 in 10 overs.

Team Abu Dhabi
could muster only 78 for
5 in 10 overs and crashed
to their fourth defeat in
four matches. Leus du
Plooy (25) and Colin
Ingram (19) put on a 41
runs partnership for the
fourth wicket to give
some respect to their to-
tal.

Team Abu Dhabi
won the toss and elected
to bowl. The innings
started with Deccan
Gladiators opener and
skipper Nicholas Pooran

hitting the first ball of the
match from Roelof van
der Merwe for a six over
long-off.

 He went on to pick
two consecutive bound-
aries off the third and
fourth deliveries and also
slog swept the last de-
livery for a six to take 20
runs off that over.

Raees picked the
valuable wicket of
Pooran by trapping him
leg before with the sec-
ond ball of the fourth
over for 30. Pooran at-
tempted to flick but
missed the ball com-
pletely. His knock off 17
balls had three bound-
aries and two sixes.

Raees struck again
with the very next ball to
have Andre Russell
caugh t behind by
Banton. \

Andre Fletcher de-
nied Raees a hat-trick and
got off the mark with a

single.  Kohler Cadmore
hit a boundary off the
fifth  ball to  mid-off.
Raaes gave away only
seven runs but picked
two wickets.

Deccan Gladiators
reached the 100 run mark
in 6.5 overs. Flectcher
also hit his third six of the
over lifting Mayers over
long on to take 27 runs
off that over.

In the end Deccan
Gladiators posted an im-
pressive 141 for 6.

Kyle Mayers and
Alex Hales began Abu
Dhabi’s chase towards
the steep target getting
just one run off the first
over from Luke Wood.
Nuwan Thushara clean
bowled Mayers who at-
tempted to hit across the
line with the second ball
of the second over for 1.
Team Abu Dhabi man-
aged just one run in the
second over and lost a

wicket too.
Trent Boult who

was introduced for the
fifth over had Banton out
for 4, caught by Pooran
at extra cover.
ColinIngram hit a six off
Boult’s fifth delivery.
The score board at that
point read a pathetic 26
for 3, needing another
116 runs from the remain-
ing five overs.

Leus du Plooy hit
Mohammad Zahid for
two consecutive bound-
aries while Ingram picked
two more boundaries in
the same over. Ingram
got out flicking Nuwan
Thushara in the eight
over to Boult for 19.  Du
Plooy, who top scored
with 25 runs, fell in the
last over to  Zahoor
Khan, caught by Wiese
at long on.

Decccan Gladiators
bt Team Abu Dhabi by 63
runs.

DUKI: Funeral prayer of Shaheed Levies personnel being offered in Dukki: Photo
provided by DGPR

Achakzai Advocates 3-Day Conference
to Shape Democratic Path Forward

Syed Ali Shah, Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: Chair-

man Pashtoonkhwa
Milli Awami Party
(PKMAP), Mehmood
Khan Achakzai on Sat-
urday urged that re-
venge and hatred, es-
pecially those fueled by
Imran Khan, should not
blind the nation to com-
promise on democ-
racy.

 Traditional elec-
tions alone cannot
overcome the accumu-
lated problems; instead,
a stakeholder confer-
ence should precede
elections.

He expressed
these views while ad-
dressing a public meet-
ing in connection with
the 50th death anniver-
sary of Khan Abdul
Samad Khan Achakzai
at the Ayub Stadium
Quetta.

Achakzai empha-
sized the need for a
three-day deliberation
to evolve a democratic
path leading to democ-
racy.

In this context, he
appealed to all, includ-
ing Imran Khan,
Nawaz Sharif,

Bilawal,  and
Maulana, to rise to the
occasion and play their
role in achieving civil-
ian supremacy, steering
the country out of its
present uncertainty and
quagmire.

Elections Are Not
Only Path To

Power Corridors
Achakzai reminded

everyone that, to him,
elections and democ-
racy are not just paths
to the assembly and
power

corridors but a
way of life and creed,
for which his leader and
father made sacrifices,

spending half of his
life behind bars. Khan
Abdul Samad Khan’s
political creed was anti-
imperialism and de-
mocracy. Achakzai ad-
vocated for the estab-
lishment of a ‘Truth
and Reconciliation
Commission’ to deter-
mine responsibilities
for the failure of de-
mocracy in the coun-
try.

He suggested that
judges of the supreme
judiciary who legiti-
mized martial laws and
deviated from the con-
stitution should be
named and repri-
manded,

while those who
stood by the constitu-
tion should be ac-
knowledged.

Achakzai
Backs Chaman

Sit-In
F u r t h e r m o r e ,

Achakzai called for the
acceptance of the de-

mands of the Chaman
protesters and warned
against the escalating
violation of human
rights.

 He emphasized the
immediate presentation
of anyone involved in
wrongdoing in a court
of law, discouraging
forced disappearances.

Additionally,  he
urged the Afghanistan
government to
promptly convene a
grand jirga to counter
looming threats.

In a related state-
ment,  Abdurahim
Ziaratwal asserted that

Pakhtunkhwa National
Awami Party is the
mother

 party of PMAP,
registered in the names
of Khan Abdul Samad
Khan Achakzai and later
Mahmood Khan
Achakzai.

 He emphasized
that no one would be
allowed to usurp it. The
event also featured ad-
dresses by Nawab
Ayaz Khan, Abdurauf
Lala, Talimand Khan,
Dr Mohammad Ali, Mir
Kalam Wazir, Amjad
Tareen, Haroon Advo-
cate, and Sharraf Agha.

QUETTA: Group photo of Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar with the participants
and special persons at the end of the event organized on the occasion of International Day of Persons
with Disabilities.

Karachi.  A large number of people celebrating Sindh Culture Day at press club.
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Pashtoonkhwa National Awami Party

(PNAP) Formed
From Our Correspondent:

KILLA SAIFULLAH:
Khushal Khan Kakar, the son of
Usman Khan Kakar announced
the formation of Pashtoonkhwa
National Awami Party (PNAP) on
Saturday evening. He made this
announcement while addressing
a public meeting organized to ob-
serve the 50th death anniversary
of Khan Abdul Samad Khan
Achakzai.

Former Senator Raza
Muhammad Raza and other lead-
ers were also present on the oc-
casion. “We have decided to reg-
ister PNAP with the election com-
mission of Pakistan”, Mr. Kakar
told the flags-waving supporters
in the Killa Saifullah Bazar.

Addressing the party sup-
porters, he said Khan Shaheed
Abdul Samad Khan Achakzai had
spent precious days of his life
behind bars for the rights of op-
pressed people of the country. He

urged the party workers to follow
the political principles of Khan
Abdul Samad Khan Achakzai for
Pashtoon rights and upholding
the banner of democracy in the

country. Khushal Khan Kakar was
leading his faction of PKMAP af-
ter parting ways with Mehmood
Khan Achakzai, the chairman of
the PKMAP.

Illigal Afghan deportation
continues

DPC proposes safeguarding microfinance
bank deposits

FIA offloads nine
‘beggars’ from Saudi
Arabia-bound flight

MULTAN (INP): The Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) on Sun-
day offloaded nine alleged beg-
gars travelling to Saudi Arabia in
the disguise of Umrah pilgrims
from Multan, Punjab.

According to the FIA
spokesperson, FIA Immigration
arrested nine alleged beggars
from Saudi Arabia-bound flight
from Multan International airport.

The authorities said the ar-
rested included 6 women and two
men, who failed to disclose the
booking of any hotel during their
stay in Saudi Arabia. The arrested
have been moved to the anti-hu-
man trafficking cell of the FIA for
further investigation. FIA spokes-
person said strict monitoring is
underway of the passengers to
burst begging gangs. Earlier, the
Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) offloaded 24 alleged beg-
gars in the disguise of Umrah pil-
grims from Saudi Arabia-bound
flight at Multan airport. The FIA
officials during the immigration
process questioned the passen-
gers who confessed that they
were going to visit the KSA to seek
alms. The arrests came after the
Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis
and Human Resource Develop-
ment.

Sindh Govt all set to recover official vehicles
illegally held by ex-ministers, MPs,

Pakistan, China bright pros-
pects to enhance partnerships in

automobile sector

Masses laud General Asim’s one year
as Army chief

ISLAMABAD (INP): The De-
posit Protection Corporation
(DPC), a subsidiary of the State
Bank, has put forth a proposal
aimed at securing the deposits of
customers in microfinance banks.
This move is seen as crucial in
safeguarding vulnerable ac-
counts from potential adverse fi-
nancial shocks.

According to media reports,
as per the proposal, the DPC,
which currently guarantees full
protection of deposits up to 5
lakhs for scheduled bank custom-
ers, is considering extending its
coverage to include microfinance
banks.

It is worth noting that 94% of
the 73 million account holders fall
within the 5 lakh deposit range.
Scheduled banks, encompassing
commercial, conventional, and
Sharia banks, are currently cov-
ered, while microfinance banks are

not.
In its recently released annual

report for the fiscal year 2022-23,
the DPC highligh ted that 11
microfinance banks hold a capital
of Rs 520 billion, catering to 98.2
account holders. Given the
microfinance banks' focus on fi-
nancially vulnerable communities,
the report emphasizes that any
shocks to these banks could have
far-reaching implications on the
political, social, and economic fab-
ric of the country. Hence, extend-
ing deposit protection to
microfinance banks becomes im-
perative.

The DPC suggests expand-
ing its  scope to include
microfinance banks, thereby en-
suring the safeguarding of depos-
its for millions of people. While
the Microfinance Institutions Or-
dinance 2001 already mandates
microfinance banks to establish

their own depositor protection
fund from annual profits, the DPC
believes that an additional, reli-
able mechanism is essential for
depositors' peace of mind.

Notably, the deposit protec-
tion fund of the corporation sur-
passed 100 billion rupees by June
2023. The fiscal year 2023 wit-
nessed a continual increase in the
volume of member banks, with
total deposits reaching 25.6 thou-
sand billion rupees by the end of
June 2023. During this period, the
volume of deposits eligible for
protection also rose to Rs.14 thou-
sand billion, reflecting an increase
of Rs.1.8 thousand billion.

In a forward-looking ap-
proach, the DPC is also consider-
ing extending the deposit protec-
tion scheme to cover digital banks,
indicating a commitment to adapt
to the evolving financial land-
scape.

KARACHI (INP): The Sindh gov-
ernment has set its sights on re-
covering official vehicles illegally
held by former ministers, MPs, and
officers. A special committee,
headed by the Additional Secre-
tary S&GDA, has been tasked
with conducting a comprehensive
investigation and initiating legal
action against those found re-
sponsible.

The committee's mandate is
twofold: first, to locate all missing
government vehicles and sec-
ondly, to probe the unauthorized
use of these vehicles by individu-
als not entitled to them. This in-
vestigation will span a decade,
meticulously examining the
records of vehicle purchases and
usage from 2007 to 2016. No stone

will be left unturned in uncover-
ing instances where government
vehicles were deployed for per-
sonal gain or outside designated
purposes.

The committee's approach is
multifaceted. Firstly, it will issue
direct notices to all former minis-
ters, MPs, and officers currently
holding onto official vehicles.
These individuals will be given a
clear seven-day window to return
the vehicles without any further
delay. Failure to comply will
prompt swift legal action.

Secondly, the committee will
delve into the murky world of un-
authorized usage.

This will involve scrutinizing
records, interviewing relevant per-
sonnel, and piecing together the

puzzle of how government ve-
hicles ended up in the wrong
hands. The committee will have
the authority to summon wit-
nesses, demand documents, and
employ all legal means necessary
to expose the truth.

This decisive action by the
Sindh government sends a strong
message: the era of impunity for
misuse of public resources is
over. Whether it's an ex-minister
flaunting their power or an officer
bending the rules for personal
convenience, no one is above the
law. The committee's investigation
and subsequent legal action will
serve as a deterrent, ensuring that
the responsible use of govern-
ment property becomes the norm,
not the exception.

SHANGHAI (INP): Pakistan and
China have bright prospects to en-
hance their partnerships in auto-
mobile sector, said Fahad Iqbal
Butt, director of New Genuine
Auto Parts, who visited the
Automechanika Shanghai 2023
held this week.

Pakistani companies are look-
ing forward establishing new part-
nerships in the automobile sec-
tor. "Over the past few decades,
China has transformed itself to a
global leader in advanced auto-
motive technologies.Pakistan can
benefit from these trends by col-
laborating with Chinese compa-
nies and staying updated on the
latest technologies and trends in
the industry, " Fahad Butt said,
according to Gwadar Pro.

With the goal of strengthen-
ing the presence of Pakistani
companies in China and estab-
lishing new partnerships, he is
confident that the expo will pro-
vide him with the platform to con-
nect with potential suppliers,
manufacturers and distributors.

He added that “I am very im-
pressed with the growth and de-
velopment of the automotive in-

dustry in China, and we see great
potential for cooperation between
our two countries.”

Having been doing business
with China for almost two decades
and visiting the expo eight times,
he came over this year to develop
new items related to agricultural
or auto parts such as filters and
bushings.

He also met with several Chi-
nese auto companies to discuss
potential collaboration, focusing
on areas such as parts supply and
technology transfer.

As a influential global service
platform for the automotive indus-
try showcasing automotive parts,
repair, testing and diagnostic
equipment and service supplies,
this year's

 Automechanika Shanghai
focuses on seven product seg-
ments covering 13 showrooms,
with a comprehensive focus on
innovative technologies and cut-
ting-edge solutions for the entire
automotive industry chain.

It attracted 5,652 exhibitors
from 41 countries and regions and
visitors from 28 countries and re-
gions.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Around
404,909 illegal Afghan nationals
in Pakistan have returned to Af-
ghanistan. Out of 2597 Afghan
citizens, 832 men, 678 women, and
1087 children went to their coun-
try.

As per data, 315 families have
been repatriated in 98 vehicles to
Afghanistan.

Earlier, the youth who ex-
ploded himself in a rickshaw in
Bakka Khel, Bannu on November
26 also turned out to be an Af-
ghan citizen, who entered Pakistan
based on a Tazkre - Afghanistan
Identity card.

Rabinullah son of Khanur Gul.
The registration number is
08916164. That means people
holding legal documents of the
Afghan government are also in-
volved in terrorism in Pakistan.

On 26th November 2023, a
motorcycle-borne suicide bomber,
affiliated with Hafiz Gul Bahadur
Group and later identified as an
Afghan national, exploded him-
self on a security forces convoy

in the area of Bakka Khel, Bannu
District.

As a result, 2 innocent civil-
ians embraced Shahadat, while 7
civilians and 3 soldiers were in-
jured. The sanitisation operation
is being carried out to eliminate
any other terrorists found in the
area. The security forces of Paki-
stan are determined to eliminate
the menace of terrorism and such
sacrifices of our brave civilians
and soldiers further strengthen
our resolve.

Experts questioned the Af-
ghan government for issuing le-
gal documents to a Khawarij and
a terrorist of Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).

Now question arises whether
the government of Pakistan also
has to throw out the Afghans who
have these legal documents.

Public hails return of illegal
Afghans in Pakistan to Afghani-
stan On October 1, the govern-
ment and the Pakistan Army in the
Apex Committee meeting decided
to send the Afghans back to their

country.
After the deadline of Octo-

ber 31, only illegal Afghans were
ensured safe and dignified evacu-
ation from Pakistan. The deporta-
tion of illegal aliens is having a
positive impact on the country's
economy

In this regard, the citizens
expressed their views and said
that the move taken by the gov-
ernment to evacuate the Afghans
is very good, it has made a great
difference to our economy.

Several citizens said street
crime has reduced significantly
since Afghans left and there has
been a huge reduction in the num-
ber of robberies.

“Our state decides for us what
is best for us,” a citizen said.

"Since the Afghans have left,
our businesses have started to
recover and the number of thefts
has decreased,” another citizen
said, adding that, since the Af-
ghans have left, the incidents of
terrorism have started to de-
crease.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The COAS
General Asim Munir has gained
widespread approval from the
public for his strategic initiatives
and decisive actions in combat-
ing terrorism and ensuring na-
tional security.

Citizens have commended
the General for his resolute efforts
in combating terrorism, resulting
in enhanced national security.

Furthermore, his administra-
tion has been credited with sub-
stantial improvements in the
country's economy, including ef-
fective measures to stabilize the
fluctuating value of the Pakistani
rupee against the US dollar.

As per the masses, an over-
whelming majority of the popula-
tion, approximately 95 percent,
expresses satisfaction with the
Army Chief's performance, ap-
plauding his unwavering commit-
ment to enforcing law and order
in the country. Acknowledging
the challenges associated with
curbing crime, General Asim
Munir has been praised for imple-
menting stringent measures, par-
ticularly in the realms of hoarding
and smuggling. The public also
acknowledged the positive impact
of the Army Chief's policies on
various sectors, including agricul-
ture. Farmers have reportedly ex-

perienced relief due to the
General's favorable initiatives.

Moreover, the populace has
expressed gratitude for the Army
Chief's focus on addressing is-
sues related to illegal aliens, fore-
seeing a positive outcome if such
efforts persist.

In the realm of international
relations, General Asim Munir has
successfully navigated diplomatic
challenges, fostering improved
relations with other countries. Si-
multaneously, under his leader-
ship, the capacity of the Pakistan
Army has expanded, instilling a
sense of confidence and security
among the citizenry.

ISLAMABAD: Provincial Ombudsman Balochistan Nazr Muhammad Baloch Advocate is being awarded
by Caretaker Provincial Minister Amanullah Kunrani on the occasion of Best Diplomatic Conference.

DUBAI: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar meets with the Prime Minister of Syria
Mr. Hussein Arnous on the sidelines of the high level segment of COP 28.

QUETTA: Director of Special Education Muhammad Raza pose for a group photo with the children
during International Day of Disabled  Persons organized by helping hand for Relief and Development.

QUETTA: Hafiz Munir Ahmed addressing a press conference


