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Sherani, Musakhail Forest Fire Brought

Deputy Commissioner Lulﬂqar
Karrar, along with Levies
Force and residents, success-
fully brought under control a
fierce forest fire that erupted
in the mountainous region be-
tween Shirani and Musa Khel
district.

Night-long Operation
to Tackle the Blaze

The fire, which started last
evening, prompted an immedi-
ate response from local au-
thorities. Throughout the night,
the operation continued, with
Levies Force and dedicated
locals battling the flames in
challenging terrain. Careful
strategic efforts were made to
access difficult hilltops, ensur-
ing the safety of the human
population residing in the af-
fected areas.

Caretaker Chief
Minister, Ali Mardan
Khan Domki Com-
mends Rescue Efforts

Caretaker Chief Minister
of Balochistan, Ali Mardan
Khan Domki, praised the swift
and effective actions of the
Levies Force and local citi-
zens. Expressing gratitude, he

Under Control:

DC

Abdul Rehman Musakhail:

Officials on the spot to extinguish flames of fire in the forest |

acknowledged their crucial role
in preventinga potential catas-
trophe. Last year’s devastat-
ing fires served as a stark re-
minder of the importance of
quick and coordinated re-
sponses.
Fire Control
Achieved in Less
than Fifteen Hours

Thanks to the tireless ef-
forts of the response teams, the

fire was brought under control
in less than fifteen hours, safe-
guarding both human lives and
valuable forests.

The use of fireballs, de-

In recognition of their ex-
emplary service, Caretaker
Chief Minister, Ali Mardan
Khan Domki announced the
awarding of commendation,
certificates, and

spite chall wind condi-
tions, played akey role in con-
taining the blaze.
Recognition and Awards
for Deputy Commis-
sioner Zulfiqar Karrar
and Levies Team

pnzcs to Deputy Commis-
sioner Zulfigar Karrar and the
entire Levies team involved in
the operation.

Their dedication and
courage demonstrated the ef-
fectiveness of timely actions
in avertinga potential disaster.

Information minister says ‘no crisis’
ECP’s financial needs

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker In-
formation Minister Murtaza
Solangi said on Monday that
there was “no crisis” in meeting
the financialneeds ofthe Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
ahcad of the Feb 8 polls.

“There is no crisis on meet-
ing the financial needs of the
ECP,” he said in a post on X (for-
merly Twitter). “Whatever bud-
geted amount is needed by the
ECP will be released as per its
needs accordingly,” he said.

he statement came after
media outlets reported that the
commission had summoned the
finance secretary today for the
ministry’s failure to provide the
funds allocated for general elec-
tions.

Solangi added that the fed-
eral cabinet had already approved
Rs42 billion for the ECP’s “bud-
getary needs”, adding that
Rs10bn had already been re-
leased.

The minister said the elec-
toral watchdog had approached
the government to release
Rs17.4bn out of the remaining
budgeted amount.

“We firmly stand behind the
ECP in holding free and fair elec-
tions as mandated by Article
218(3) of the constitution,” the
information minister concluded.

Meanwhile, Finance Secre-
tary Imdadullah Bosal visited the
ECP headquarters in Islamabad
carlier today.

Duringa briefinteraction with
the media while leaving the pre-
mises, he said the finance depart-

ment would release the funds re-
quired for the upcoming elections.
“We will release the funds

[...] in two days,” Bosal said.
“Whatever their (ECP’s)need is,”
he added.

Last week, the ECP had re-
Jjected what it said were “baseless
and misleading” reports about a
delay in the upcoming general
elections.

The statement had come in
response to media reports that a
request was submitted to the ECP
to postpone the general elections,
citing security concerns in
Balochistan and the recent wave
of terrorism.

The ECP and President Arif
Alvihad agreed carlier this month
on Feb 8, 2024, as the date for polls
— an announcement that has

stirred activity in the camps of
‘major political parties.

ECP requisitions
army deployment in
static, QRF mode

Meanwhile, the ECP sent a
letter, a copy of which is available
with Dawn.com, to the interior
ministry highlighting that there
was a shortage of 277,558 secu-
rity personnel for the upcoming
elections.

ECP Secretary Omar Hamid
Khan wrote to Interior Secretary
Aftab Akbar Durrani asking for
arrangements to be made for the
deployment of army soldiers and
other security personnel at poll-
ing stations to “ensure smooth
elections”, adding that it was all

in meeting

the more relevant due to the “con-
text of fragile security cum law and
order situation prevalent in coun-
try”.
The ECP secretary high-
lighted that according to Article
220 of the Constitution, all execu-
tive authorities of the Federation
and provinces were bound to as-
sist the electoral watchdog in this
regard.

The letter also gave a break-
down of the total requirement of
security personnel, the available
strength of police and the short-
fall shown by provinces and the
capital city.

Islamabad requires at least
9,000 security personneland faces
ashortage of 4,500. Punjab’s avail-
able strength of police is 108,500

Earthquake Tremorsin
Khuzdar and Surrounding Ar-
eas, Damages Reported

Abdul Jabbar Baloch:

KHUZDAR: In the
quaint Wadh tehsil of Khuzdar
district, a mild earthquake,
measuring 5.5 on the Richter

scale, rattled the foundations of

mud-walled houses on a se-

rene Monday. Panic ensued as

residents, unharmed but

alarmed, sought refuge in open

spaces across Khuzdar, Nal,

Garisha, and neighboring re-
ons.

Miraculously, there were

no reported human casualties,
offering a silver lining amidst

confirmed
damages to the traditional mud
dwellings, prompting authori-
ties to issue alerts for aid agen-
cies to remain vigilant. The re-
silient community, though
shaken, braced themselves for
recovery, turning adversity into
a testament of unity and
strength.

Balochistan Minister Reveals
250,000 Cases of Nationality Theft

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Caretaker In-
formation Minister Jan
Achakzai disclosed 250,000
cases of nationality theft in the
province during a press con-
ference at the Quetta Press
Club. He emphasized ongoing
investigations by the National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA), express-
ing intent to have NADRA of-
ficials brief the press on the
matter.

Achakzai clarified that the

against the total of
277,610.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa faces
a shortage of 56,717 with only
92,360 available against a require-
ment of 149,077 security person-
el

=

In Sindh, the available
strength of police is 105,000 per-
sonnel against the total require-
ment of 123,500. The available
police personnel in Balochistan
are 18,150 while the total require-
mentis 31,919.

The letter said confirmation
of the availability of personnel
from the Pakistan Army and civil
armed forces in both static and
quick response force modes for
the shortage of security person-
nel should be given to the ECP
not laterthan December 7 (Thurs-
day). News Desk

identity theft i does
not target any specific ethnic
group but encompasses all in-
volved. He commended the
caretaker prime minister,
Anwar ul Haq Kakar, and
Chief of Army Staff, General
Syed Asim Munir, for the ini-
tiative, that led to the depar-
ture of over 400,000 Afghan
illegal immigrants from Paki-
stan. The total number of ille-
gal immigrants in Pakistan was
cited at over 1.7 million.

Afghanistan Should
Handover Terrorists

To Pakistan
Highlighting a significant
crackdown against illegal im-

migrants, Achakzai praised law
enforcement agencies for
swiftly repatriating a large
number of individuals within a
short period. He reiterated the
impartial nature of the crack-
down, emphasizing that no spe-
cific ethnic group had been tar-
geted.

Achakzai urged the Af-
ghan government to hand over
terrorists like Hafiz Gul
Bahadur to Pakistan and
stressed that Pakistan has con-
sistently raised this issue with
the Taliban government. He
also encouraged the Afghan
government to take steps for
international recognition, as-
serting its mandate to frame
policies.

Noshki Levies Unearths New
Method Of Sugar Smuggling

From Our Correspondent:
NOSHKI: In a recent

BSS Officers Set 15-Day
Deadline for CS Balochistan
to Accept Demands

Manzoor Pashteen Arrested In Chaman
Over Allegation Of Firing At Police

News Desk:

QUETTA: Policearrested the
Chief of the Pashtoon Tahafuz

operation conducted by Mus-
tang Levies in the Sheikh Wasil
area,

Nushki, a significant dis-
covery was made as sugar con-
cealed in plastic jars was re-
covered,

revealing an intricate
sugar smuggling mechanism.

Nushki Levies Force
Dismantles Sugar
Trafficking Network

nmask

bl
Operations
Extensive Liquor and
Sugar Smuggling via

Small Vehicles

within the

Nushki Levies Force has
exposed a novel method em-
ployed for sugar smuggling,
shedding light ona

clandestine operation that
transported sugar from Quetta
and Mustang to Afghamstan
through a well net-

Levies Force disclosed that
large quantities of liquor and
sugar were being illicitly trans-
ported using small vehicles.
The ongoing ling activi-

News Desk:

QUETTA: |
The Balochistan
Secretariat
vices (BSS) has
given the Chief Sec-
retariata 15-day ul-
timatum to meet
their demands.
Malik Kakar, BSS
President, urged
equal opportunities
for BSS officers,
echoing the prin-
ciples of good gov-
ernance reforms.

Addressing po-
litical interference,
Kakar highli

ties were tracked from Quetta
and Muslang to Afghamslan

work.

prompting vigi-
lance.

the alleged neglect
of BSS officers as
part of a pre-
planned conspiracy

agencies, he said.

during a press conference at Quetta Press
Club on Monday.

Malik Kakar said blue-eyed officers
were being given important positions while
ignoring the BSS officers. He noted that
90 percent of law and order was being
maintained through the revenue officers
(read tehsildars).

This was the job of law enforcement

Movement (PTM), Manzoor
Pashteen, in Chaman on Monday
cvening. Raja Athar Abbas, the
Deputy Commissioner of Chaman,
said armed accused from
Pashteen’s vehicle opened fire at
the police vehicle in Chaman city.

However, PTM leaders ac-
cused law enforcers of opening
fire at Manzoor Pashteen’s ve-
hicle. PTM stated that Pashteen
was unharmed in the firing.

The DC Chaman mentioned
that levies and police reached the
spot after the firing and arrested
Pashteen from the Gudamo area
of Chaman.

Jan Achakzai, the caretaker
information  minister  of
Balochistan, said Manzoor
Pashteen had addressed the
Chaman sit-in without the ap-
proval of the administration. He
termed PTM as an anti-state or-
ganization. Pashteen was trying

to proceed from Chaman to
Balochistan’s Turbat city when
the incident happened. He was

scheduled to
pants of the sit-in in Turbat.

The minister stated that an
FIR has been lodged against
Manzoor Pashteen by police in
Chaman. Hessaid four people were
also injured as Pashteen’s guards
opened fire.

dress the partici-
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Empowering Balochistan’s Youth

. oy . .
Turning Ambition into Action

Edito

In a landmark revelation, Balochistan’s Caretaker Finance Minister, Amjad
Rashid, has laid out an ambitious plan to propel the province’s youth towards
international employment opportunities. In an exclusive interview with Daily
Quetta Voice, Minister Rashid disclosed that over 12,000 young individuals
havealready enrolled in the Prime Minister’s skill dcvclcpmcm program, signi-
fying a pivotal step towards realizing the government’s commitment to en-
hancing the prospects and livelihoods of the youth.

The essence of this initiative lies in the government’s vision to send
thousands of skilled individuals abroad, tapping into global employment mar-
kets and creating pathways for economic growth. Minister Rashid emphasized
that by fostering a culture of skill development, the aim is to elevate living
standards while simultaneously contributing to the nation’s economic devel-
opment through remittances.

Korea, Europe And Middle East Best Destination For Youth

The global demand for Pakistani has been by Min-
ister Rashid, with a particular focus on regions such as Korea, Europe, and the
Middle East. However, the minister cautioned that success in these endeavors
relies heavily on ensuring that the youth are equipped with the necessary
skills and training demanded by the evolving international job market.

While the announcement of the Prime Minister’s skill development pro-
gram is undoubtedly a positive stride, it is crucial for the government to trans-
late these words into tangible actions. The call to action is clear: expedite the
implementation of the program, streamline the process for aspiring individu-
als, and ensure that the training provided aligns with the demands of the
global job market.

Govt Needs To Establish Robust Mechanism

In urging the government to turn its promises into action, it is paramount
to establish robust for skill and place-
ment. Furthermore, the collaboration between the federal and Balochistan gov-
ernments must be seamless, fostering an environment conducive to the suc-
cess of this initiati

Tourism: The Neglected Sector

Muhammad Asghar Harifal

P akistan is cited as one

of the countries blessed
with strategic locations
connecting extremely
important geographical
regions of Central and
South Asia. Historically
speaking, the dividends
of geography did accrue
and they included the
fortification of security
by enlarging the security
apparatus with the help
of western powers and
cconomic progress of a
few decades, albeit
ephemeral in nature.

The country was
the cynosure of Western
attention from its origin
thanks to its location. In
the decades of the six-
ties, eighties and, later
during the period of the
so-called war against
terrorism, Pakistan
played a crucial role ow-
ing to its location. The
security compulsions of
the western countries,
led by America, turned
out to be aligned with
Pakistan’s security con-
cems in the region, lead-
ingto trusted relations of
cooperation.

Pakistan’s predomi-

As Balochistan’s youth cagerly anticipate the ities promised by | nant lrﬂdlllomll seeurity
the Prime Minister’s skill development program the government must now | P! has seri-
its into real- | ©usly come under strain

ity. The success of this endeavor will not on]y empower the youth but also
contribute significantly to the overall economic prosperity of the region. The
timeis ripe for action, and the government holds the key to unlockinga brighter
future for the youth of Balochistan.

Pakistan is again the
hub of changes but, this
time, not as the tradi-
tional fire-arm battle-
ground, but

Labour inspection

By Parvez Rahim:

P Shops and Establish- 1959, provides that “The
ROMINENT labour ments Ordinance, 1969, ~canteen building shall be
leaders in Sindh recently and the Minimum = situated not less than 50
complained to the carc- Wages for Unskilled feet from any latrine.. .
taker chiefministerofthe Workers Ordinance, An entrepreneur, who
province about non- 969. has invested in estab-
compliance with labour Rules relating to lishinga factory, will d
laws by some employers, Tecord-keeping, such as  card such a primitive
In response, the CM the display of notices, system and switch over
asked the secretary Maintenance of various to modern living stan-
labour to carry out in- Tegisters, etc, were leg- dards. A labour inspec-
spections of all factories  islated decades before  tor from Sukkur used to
in Sindh and prosecute the advent of IT, when frequently visitan Ameri-
the violators. The labour such work was done can MNC's state-of-the-
leaders’ concern was manually. However, de- art fertiliser plant in
more focused on the spite electronic ad- Daharki, where I worked
contracting out of most vancement, no effort has  in the 1970s. Mostly, he
jobs, non-compliance been made by succes- would be accompanied
‘with the law on minimum  Sive governments to by his family and stay in
wages, and termination Simplify the require- our guest house for a
of employment without ments or digitise them. ~few days. Taking advan-
notice, In fact, the government, tage of the legal provi-
It is an arduous ex- With the mvolvcmcm of sion cited here, he would
ercise to keep track of Workersand employers’  object to the distance of
the status of compliance  fepresentatives, should just a wall between the
stipulated in some 200 review whether such urinal in the washroom
labour laws and rules. record-keeping is re- and the electric drinking
However, one can con- quired when lifestyles water cooler in the corri-
centrate on those areas and technology have dor outside. During the
which are critical to the drastically changed over inspection of factories or
economic welfare of the last half century.\ establishments, inspec-
workers and workplace The following are tors ask employers to
safety. The Employers’ Some administrative re- produce registers for em-
Federation of Pakistan Quirements besides the ~ployment, remuneration
recently developed a maintenance of certain and leave, and the in-
labour inspection ques- records and display of - spection book. They also
tionnaire, covering ques- hotices on factory pre- check whether the em-
tions regarding the main- mises, whichmight have ~ ployers have displayed
tenance of records, pay- been relevant decades  the following notices
ment of wages, occupa- 40, but are now obso- near the main entrance:
tional safety, health and lete, even absurd. Arule  abstracts from the Facto-
environment, work tim- under the Factories Act, ~ ries Act, the Shops and
ings, overtime benefits, 1934, provides: “A well - Establishments Act, and
the right to organise, for the supply of drink- a few other laws and
collective bargaining, ing Waterio a factory or  rules, the day of wage
disciplinary action, etc.  for the purpose of hu- payment, and a list of
The questionnaire, midification ina factory, ~holidays. Now that it has
taken by labour inspec. shall not be constructed - become more economical
tors to factories, prima- Of located within 50 feet for employers to main-
rily comprises questions  Of any latrine, drain or tain electronic records,
relating to record-keep- Other source liable to instead of age-old
ing in pursuance of the ~pollute the water in the ~ manualre--cord-keeping,
rules framed under the Well”. Similarly, the Fac-  there will hardly be any-
Factories Act, 1934, tories Canteen Rules, one still maintaining.

by growing economies
and information technol-
ogy bewildering ad-

vancement, defining
states’ power. With the
end ofthe last afghan war
in the neighbourhood
and seismic political
changes at the world
chessboard, metamor-
phosing the world from a
unipolar to a multipolar
world, Pakistan’s pre-
dominant traditional se-
curity predilection has
seriously come under
strain. More distinctly,
one of Pakistan’s
neighbours and most
trusted ally has turned
into the second most ro-
bust economy of the
world challenging the tra-
ditional sole powerof the
world. While another
neighbour, although not
friendly, is shaping itself
into one of the ‘top five
world economies. A
country’s power is now
measured with different
yardsticks; compelling
the internal power re-
positories to share the
power cake with institu-
tions having responsi-
bilities of economic de-
velopment and informa-
tion technology promo-
tion. These two sectors
are purported to lead all
others towards the pros-
perity of the country.

Pakistan has
once been a
hub of tourists

Pakistan, a forex-
starved country, can use
tourism as one of the in-
struments for rejuvenat-

ing the economy and
building an image of a
progressive country.
Tourism is one of the
sectors that will define
the country’s image, and
it serves as a barometer
forall other fields under-
pinning the progress of
the country. The flip
side of tourism is that it
is too timid to lead; it
shows in the last when
all other sectors have
reassured their perfor:
mance. Tourism flour-
ishes when the institu-
tions are less interfering
in people’s lives and eft
ficient enough, while the
society is tolerant of
faiths, living styles,
dress codes and values
of others. Pakistan, un-
doubtedly, has drifted
apart and, for now, is not
in that position neither
in terms of society or in-
stitutions.

The encouraging
aspect, however, is that
improvement in the
former helps the latter
fall in place leading to
change. The ray of hope
is that Pakistan has once
been a hub of tourists
and recourse to the same
u)ur nu| far from an
imp

Ba]ochlslan is 43%
of Pakistan and its tour-
ism promotion will have
an incredible impact on
the country’s image, at-
tracting visitors from all
overthe world. Not only
that Balochistan has a
bigger landmass, but it

is also badly affected by
the war in Afghanistan
and politicalalienation is
manifest from the unrest
of the last several de-
cades. Pakistan’s tour-
ism revival strategy
‘mustnot only begin from
Balochistan, the re-
source allocation for
tourism must have this
province as a priority,
with the share equal io
its size. Tourism promo-
tion is not only vital for
wider national develop-
ment, the spectre of ter-
rorism purveying the
whole province, in par-
ticularin the coastal tour-
ism potential region, can
be tackled with the help
of tourism promotion.

Diversity in
Balochistan’s
tourism

sports activities. The
Jhal Magsi jeep rally is a
thrilling event, albeit cir-
cumscribed to a few sci-
ons of the affluent class,
as the poor can neither
afford to participate in it
nor have developed the
attraction for it. With
economic activities be-
ing generated, the com-
position and frequency
of these unique sports
can change.

Countries  like
Egypt, Israel, India and
China have utilized cul-
tural heritage to attract
tourists generating size-
able forex. Balochistan
has Mehargarh, older
than all other archaeo-
logical sites of Pakistan.
The site utilization for
tourism purposes will -
tract visitors from Eu-
rope and nc.ghbuunn,,

Balochistan tourism
is characterised by di-
versity in the fields of
tourism. It has a land-
scape, incorporating all
the individual distinc-
tions, all other provinces
pride in. Balochistan has
ecotourism potential
having high mountains
of Sulaiman with Takhtte
Sulaiman peak, Kirthar,
Zarghon, Toba Kakari
and several others. It
has vast deserts of Jhal
Magsi and Kharan.
Balochistan contiguous
countries have utilized
deserts for tourism at-
traction by providing
desert stays and desert

countri
opment |sundenaken by
the government of
Balochistan and, hope-
fully, will contribute to
the economic develop-
ment of the province.
Sindh is known for
the tourism potential of
the coast, with 220 km
coast dwarfs before the
770 km coast of
Balochistan. Balochistan
coast has not only the
potential to become the
hub of economic activi-
ties, but it can also turn
into a Dubai for tourists
for its clean beaches,
sparse population and
extremely pleasant
weather in winter.

How is politics funded in Pakistan?

By Ahmed Bilal Mehboob:

THE promised poll of
Feb 8 is two months
away. It is around this
time that the collection
and spending of funds
by election candidates
and political parties hits
its highest level. A politi-
cal party spends many
times more during an
election year than at
othertimes. So, it is natu-
ral for parties to tap into
many more sources of
funds closer to the poll
date.

A pupularmume of
funds is tl

ing the 2018 polls and
subsequent by-elections.
This amount was about
45 per cent of the PTI’s
total income in financial
years 2017-18 and 2018-
19. Although the PML-
N’s Rs140m was much
less than the PTI's col-
lection under this head,
the party apparently de-
pended more on the ap-
plication fee, as it was the
source of over 95pc of its
total income during elec-
tion year 2017-18. The
PPP and PPP-P together
could collect only about
Rs95m, butit

situation had been just
the opposite in 2013.
The figures are based on
what was officially re-
ported by political par-
ties to the ECP.

The information in-
dicates that political par-
ties and their leaders re-
ceive far larger sums
from the candidates as
unaccounted for ‘dona-
tions’, also for awarding
tickets. Thismay explain
why the number of rich
and super-rich candi-
dates has been incre:
ing in almost all parties.

The

fee charged from those
who seck party tickets.
The PML-N has fixed
Rs200,000 and
Rs100,000 as the non-re-
fundable application fee
for party tickets for the
National Assembly and
provincial assemblies,
respectively, for the com-
ing election.

Itis anticipated that
the fee will form a sub-
stantial part of the Kitty
of at least the three larg-
est political parties, ic,
PML-N, PTI and PPP.
Eatlier, income earned
through the ticket appli-
cation fee formed a sub-
stantial part of polif
parties” income, as
analyses of political par-
ties” statements of ac-
counts, made public by
the ECP every year, bear

u

1.

The PTI, for ex-
ample, carned about
Rs478 million through
the application fee dur-

around 89pc of their in-
come during 2017-18.

Even from a long-
term perspective, the ap-
plication fee is a signifi-
cant part of the funds
collected by political par-
ties. Over the past 13
years, the share of this
fee in the parties’ total
income constituted
about 19pc, 33pc and
64pc for the PTI, PML-N
and PPP.

The PML-N was
able to collect Rs596m
through application fees
at the time of the 2013
election, compared to
about Rs124m camed by
the PTI. This equation
was reversed in the 2018
general election, when
the PTIreceived Rs335m
compared to only
Rs125m by the PML-N,
indicating that the PTI
election ticket was much
morein demand than the
PML-N’s during the 2018
election, whereas the

on
the ticket application fee
by political parties may
also explain the dispro-
portionately small num-
ber of young candi-
dates. Young people,
unless they come from
the rich land-owning or
industrial class, are in a
relatively weaker posi-
tion to make large dona-
tions to parties. Al-
though young (35 years
and below) regisiered
voters constitute about
45pc of the total number
of registered voters,
their overall representa-
tion in candidates fielded
by the top 10 political
parties was merely 19pc.
The PTI, which is
generally perceived to
be a party of the youth,
fielded only 129, ora litle
over 16pc, young candi-
dates in the past elec-
tion. PPP chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari,
who has been criticising
the ‘aged” leadership of

various political parties
and demanding that the
youth be given a chance
to replace it, could offer
only 122 — less than
17pc — young candi-
dates out of a total of
727 in 2018. The PML-
N’s performance was
even more dismal, as it
fielded only 86, or just
13pc, young candidates
outof 646in 2018.
Political parties’ de-
pendence on the party
‘membership fee s almost
negligible. The PTI has
reported that its member-
ship fee over the past 13
years amounted to
Rs2lm, or a miniscule
0.6pc of its total income,
compared to the PML-N,
whichshowed Rs11m, or
09pc, of its total income,
and the PPP doing
slightly better by collect-
ing Rs41m or 9pc of its
total income.
Donations from
non-members, however,
seem to be another sig-
nificant source of in-
come for political parties.
The PTI topped the list
by receiving donations
worth Rs2 5 billion in the
past 13 years, while the
PML-N and PPP col-
lected Rs641m or33pc of
the total income and
Rs18m or 4pc, respec-
tively. Although Article
17(3) of the Constitution
requires political parties
to account for their
sources of funding, the
statements of accounts
submitted by political
parties generally do not

disclose the identity of
donors and refer to them
as “donors’ or ‘contribu-
tors’.

Surprisingly, the
PPP earned an interest of
about Rs24m on its bank
deposits, which trans-
lates to over 90pc of its
totalincomeduring 2013-
14. The total bank inter-
est over 13 years also
amounts to a decent
Rs106m, or 23pc of its
total income. Both the
PTIand PML-N eam far
less under this head, as
their statements show
0.49pcand 1.33pc of their
total income from this
source over the past 13
years. Funding of poli-
tics is considered a very
sensitive subject in al-
most all developed soci-
eties. Politicians and po-
litical parties compile
and submit political fi-
nance documents very
carefully and watchdog
agencies, like the ECP in
Pakistan, scrutinise
these documents
equally seriously. In the
past, the ECP had neither
the capacity nor perhaps
the will to undertake this
responslblllly seriously.

last two
yem, howcver, it seems
to have reorganised,
staffed and equipped its
political finance wing
and established links to
institutions such as the
FBR. It remains to be
seen what level of scru-
tiny political finance will
face in election year
2024.

A precarious world in 2024

By Maleeha Lodhi:

persisting stress. Global ~ate a “risk management
LookiG ahead 10 power shifts will con- overload”. Others, in-
what can be expected in  tinue while middle pow-  cluding the World Eco-
2024, the world willcon- ~crs will play a growing ~nomic Forum, point to
tinue to be in an un- role in shaping geopoli- the onset of the “age of

settled state with geopo-  tics. polyerisis™.

litical tensions escalat- Unpredictability The most signifi-
ing and driving volatility will ~ remain  an cantstrategic dynamic in
in global markets. overarching  reality theyearahead will be the

The international among key geopolitical course of relations be-
landscape has frag- trends, risks and chal- tween the USand China,
mented even more by lenges in 2024 The Although both global

pushback by China, will
keep relations on a tense
track. Tech decoupling
will accelerate, military
competition will escalate
and Taiwan will remain a
dangerous flashpoint.
Control Risks, how-
ever, seesrelations enter-
ing a “holding pattern”
as both countries deal
w||h pressing domestic

the wars in Gaza and orly the danger of
Ukraine and the US- Ahead 2024° repon pre- unmanaged confronta-
China confrontation. dicts “multipolar disor- tion and have sought in
Strong headwinds un- der”duetoconflictsand recent months to
leashed by multiple cri- intensifying geopolitical ~ stabilise ties, their differ-
ses and unmet chal- rivalries. For sure, the ences on issues ranging
lenges make the future number ofcascadingcri-  from Taiwan to trade and
outlook a troubled one. ses raging in the world technology curbs — as
Adding to uncertainty is today will keep it un- wellas their clash of geo-

arecord number of elec-  stable and unsteady. political interests — will
tions next year in coun- Control Risks, the expose relations to con-
tries across the world in-  London-based  risk tinuing turbulence.

cluding the US. consultancy firm, be- Washington’s

The shift to a more lieves the coming year policy of containing
multipolar world will will witness “a high-wa-  China, reaffirmed in the
gather increasing mo- ter mark in crisis com- Biden administration’s
mentum but with multi- plexuy and disruptive- national security strat-
lateral institutions under ness”, which could cre- egy, and assertive

presiden-
tial elecuom in the US
and economic problems
in China. Conflictis ruled
out in most assessments
by international think
tanks and investment
advisory companies
such as Black Rock. But
countries across the
world still worry about
an accidental clash in the
fraught Asia-Pacific re-
gion — the strategic the-
atre of the US-China
stand-off.
East-West tensions
will intensify in 2024 with

the war in Ukraine con-
tinuing but settling per-
haps into a stalemate.
Lack of serious efforts to
find a negotiated end to
the warmeans that a pro-
tracted conflict will con-
tinue to strain East-West
relations, with obvious
fallout on the global
economy and supply
chains.

Global attention,
however, has been di-
verted from Ukraine to
Israel’'s war on Gaza. The
conflict has driven the
Middle East into the vor-
tex of violence and insta-
bility and what some
Arab experts describe as
a “generation-defining
moment” for the Middle
East.

On the back-burner
for decades, the Palestin-
ian issue has shot to the
top of the international
agenda. It also under-
lined that the US policy

of normalising relations
between Arab states and
Isracl by ignoring Pales-
tine was deeply flawed
and unsustainable, with
the Abraham Accords
strategy now upended
by the war. 2024 will chal-
lenge and test the abil-
ity of Arab govemments
and major powers to es-
tablish lasting peace and
curity in the region by
finding a just solution to
the Palestinian issue and
pressing Israel to return
to a two-state solution.
In this polarised and
fractured international
landscape, middle pow-
erswill acquire more im-
portance in influencing
geopolitics in 2024. The
US-China stand-off has
offered opportunities
and leeway to countries
to increase their leverage
by playing off that ri-
valry and pursuing an
“independent” path.

Morcover, struc-
tural changes and dis-
persal of power in the
international system —
the very currency of
power having changed
— has created an en-
abling environment for
‘middle power diplomatic
activism and for them to
wield influence. As
these trends continue,
they will create more
space for middle powers
to strengthen their bar-
gaining power. This will
oblige the two global
superpowers to spend
more diplomatic capital
in engaging middle
power countries.

Most international
risk assessments con-
sider scores of elections
due next year to have
significant regional and
international implica-
tions. Over four billion
people are expected to
cast their ballot in more

than six dozen elections
across the world.None is
‘more consequential than
the US presidential clec-
tion. If former president
Donald Trump retums to
power this would have
far-reaching conse-
quences for the world.
As he will likely pursue
the same unilateralist,
disruptive forcign policy
that characterised his
past administration this
will negatively impact re-
lations with China, war in
Ukraine, ties with alli-
ance partners and US
commitments on climate
change among other ar-
cas. A key question in
2024 willbe whether the
trend witnessed in recent
years of democratic re-
gression will persist or
come to a halt. Demo-
cratic backsliding has
been pervasive as many
democracies across the
world face challenges.
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Q1 7 Senate c it-
Fawad Chaudhry’s interim | Szt o
bail extended student union bill

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Senate Committee for
Education on Monda:
approved the bill for the
restoration of student or-
ganizations in the federal
educational institutions.
Ifran Siddiqui pre-
sided over the Senate
Committee for Education
and approved the bill for
the restoration of stu-
dent organizations at the
federal universities and
colleges. The meeting
members considered a
bill for the legislation on

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Session Court on
Monday extended the
interim bail of the former
federal minister Fawad
Chaudhry in violation of
the section 144 case.
According to the
details, Additional and
Sessions Judge Tahir
Abbas Supra heard the
case of the former minis-
ter in the session court.
‘The court approved
the exemption from the
court request of Fawad

Commissioner Anwarul
Hag appeared before the
High Court in a case in-
volving the prison facili-
ties ol'l-awad Chaudbhry.
During the court
hearing, the Chief Com-
missioner presented an
implementation report on
former minister’s re-
quests.

‘The report revealed
that former federal min-
ister Fawad Chaudhry
has been granted B-
class facilities in jail, and

where no express provi-
sion is made for its pun-
ishment), 186 (obstruct-
ing public servant in dis-
charge of public func-
tions), 188 (disobedience
to order duly promul-
gated by public servant),
341(punishment for
wrongful restraint), and
506 (punishment for
criminal intimidation) of
the Pakistan Penal Code.
The fraud FIR was
filed against the ex-PTI
leader Fawad Chaudhry

Chaudhry and extended s per the cour’s direc- by the complainant | {1l for slation o
his interim bail till De- tives, he has been per- Zaheer Ahmed on No- | the student union in the
cember 12, ‘mitted to meet with fam-  vember 4. In the FIR, | ¢ducation institutions in

the federal. The chair-
man committee ex-
pressed displeasure over
the absence of the edu-
cation secretary and
education minister and
warned them to attend
the meetings in the fu-
ture otherwise they have
to face the conse-
quences.

Zaheer Ahmed claimed
to handed over a sum of
Rs50 million to Fawad
Chaudhry and when he
asked fo return the
amount, Fawad allegedly
offered him two govern-
ment jobs in exchange,
and later Fawad threat-
ened him along with his
two-armed guards

Meanwhile, the next
hearing of the case is
scheduled to be held on
December 12.

Last week, the
former federal minister
Fawad Chaudhry was
granted B-class facilities
in jail

In compliance with
a court directive, Chicf

ily and legal representa-
tives. According to a
first information report,
Fawad was arrested in a
case registered at the
Aabpara police station
on August 22, 2022, un-
der sections 109 (pun-
ishment of abetment if
the Act abetted commit-
ted in consequence and

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Jamal Shah inaugu-
rating National Music Academy at PNCA

No IPL 2024 for Archer as ECB looks
to manage his workload

(INP):
Jofra Archer will not
feature in the 2024
edition of the IPL at all
as ECB looks to take
control of his workload
in the build-up to next
year's T20 World Cup.

Archer has not
played any profes-
sional cricket since
May 2023, when he
suffered a recurrence
of an elbow stress
fracture while playing
for Mumbai Indians in
the IPL. He briefly
travelled to the World
Cup in India as a re-
serve, but experienced
more elbow pain while
trainingin Mumbai and
spent less than a week
in the country.

He does not fea-
ture among the list of
over 1000 names - in-
cluding 34 England
players - who have
registered for the IPL
auction that tak
place in Dubai on D
cember 19.

LONDON

must work with fran-
chise leagues rather
than pushing back
against them. But the
ECB believes that it
will be easier to man-
age Archer's come-
back if heis in the UK
in April and May un-
derits supervision than
ifhe is in India on the
books of an IPL team
looking to get their
money's worth from
him.

Earlier this year,
Archer left India a
week into the IPL to
see an elbow special-
istin Belgium, and had
a minor operation af-
ter experiencing pain
on his Mumbai Indians
debut. He returned to
play four further
games before going
home, when he was
diagnosed with a re-
currence of a stress
fracture by England's
medical staff.

Key said at the
time that England

released from his con-
tract last week as fran-
chises finalised their
retentions for next
car.

He was retained
by Mumbai Indians'
affiliate franchise MI
Cape Town as a
'wildcard' player for
the second season of
the SA20 in early 2024
but his participation in
that tournament will
depend on how his re-
hab progresses. He is
due to train with
England's white-ball
squads in Barbados
next week, but will not
feature in either the
ODIor the T20I series
against West Indies.

Given Archer's in-
jury troubles over the
last three years, En-
gland will take a cau-
tious approach with
him. "You don't want to
risk rushing something
to see that kibosh the
rest of his career," Key
said at the end of

over Archer as pos-
sible.

At this stage, En-
gland are hopeful that
Archer could be part
of their squad for the
T20World Cup in June
2024 and are planning
accordingly. "We take
that bet with him that
we want him back fit
and able to play for
England, because of
the upside,” Key said
last month. "You start
looking at things like
the Ashes in two
years, the T20 World
Cup... Jofra adds so
much to that."

The only first-
team cricket available
to himin the first two
months of the English
season will be in the
County Championship,
since the T20 Blast
does not start until
May 30. England will
play four T20Is at
home against Pakistan
from May 22 to 30,
while Archer could

<

He recently would review "every also feature in the 2nd ~ England’s World Cup
signed a two-year En- smgle» thing we've Xlcounty T20 compe- campaign.
gland central contract done" in Archer's re- tition, which starts in Eight England

hab, having mapped mid-May if he needs
out in detail a V- to prove his fitness.
ery programme in con- Archer was ini-
junction with Mumbai tially bought by
Indians' medical staff, Mumbai Indians for
which included ap- INR 8 crore(£800,000
pearances for MI approx.)ahead of IPL
Cape Town in the 2022 despite the fran-
SA20. As he attempts  chise knowing that a
yet another comeback,  back injury would rule
the ECB has opted to  him out of the entire
take as much control season. But he was

running from October
2023 to September
. and
ESPN: fo under-
ands that the ECB
told Archer not to en-
ter the auction.

Rob Key, the man-
aging director of En-
gland men's cricket,
has repeatedly
stressed that England

players - Moeen Ali,
Jos Buttler, Jonny
Bairstow, Sam Curran,
Liam Livingstone, Ja-
son Roy, Mark Wood,
Will Jacks and Reece
Topley - were retained
by their IPL franchises
ahead of the upcoming
auction, while Ben
Stokes and Joe Root
have both opted out.

CHINA: China's icebreaker Shuilong 2 (nearby) breaks through the ice to create
a waterway for the cargo ship Tianhui.

TA: Author and historian Arbab Usman K han Kasi pr¢ his book to Governor

lg’lgllikabdul ‘Wali Khan Kakar
Karachi industries observe shutdown over
hike in gas tariff

“We are also ob-
serving strike over the
government’s failing to
enforce its promise of
slashing electricity tar-
iffs,” Faisal Moiz said.

Businessmen
Group Vice-Chairman
Jawed Bilwani said
that downsizing will be
started in factories
with the gas shutdown.

President Site As-
sociation said that the
central protest will be
held at the Site Asso-
ciation.

“We will observe
production shutdown
of one day and an-

KARACHI (INP): All
industrial units of the
city observing shut-
down Monday to pro-
test against hike in gas
tariffs.

Industrialists ear-
lierannounced a com-
plete production shut-
down on Dec 04 (to-
day) to force the care-
taker government to
reverse the unprec-
edented hikes in the
gas tariffs

President North
Karachi Industries
Association has said
that the export unit will
also be closed today.

nounce the nexl phase iffs of Rs2,100-2,600
per mmBtu.
Industrialists ear-
lier said that the new
gas tariffhas burdened
the industries with
cross-subsidy for un-
deserving and unfair
support to fertiliser
and power sectors.
Businessmen
Group leader Jawed
Bilwani earlier said
that gas is being pro-
vided to fertiliser sec-
tor at a much lower
rate, which makes no
sense as this sector
enjoys a profitability of
around 20-22pc.

Eleven climbers killed as Indonesia volcano
erupts, search on hold

the sky and cars and
roads covered with ash.

A small eruption on
Monday prompted the
search to be suspended,
Jodi said.

"It's too dangerous
if we continue scarching
now," he said.

‘There were49 climb-
ers evacuated from the
area earlier Monday and
many were being treated
for burns,

he said. Marapi is
one of the most-active

the industrial units in

Nooriabad and
Lasbela, Balochistan
will also observe shut-
down. Businessmen
have already displayed
protest banners at the
offices of all trade as-
sociations, demanding
the government to im-
mediately bring down
the gas rates to
Rs1,350 per mmBtu
approved by the Oil
and Gas Regulatory
Authority (Ogra) in-
stead of the high tar-

volcanoes on Sumatra
Island and its most
deadly eruption was in
April 1979, when 60
people died.

This year, it erupted
between January and
February and was spew-
ing ash around 75
metres-1,000 metres from
the peak. Indonesia sits
on the Pacific's so-called
"Ring of Fire" and has
127 active volcanoes, ac-
cording to the volcanol-
ogy agency.

JAKARTA (INP): Eleven
climbers were found
dead in Indonesia on
Monday following the
eruption of the Marapi
volcano in  West
Sumatra, a rescue official
said, as a search to find
12 more missing was
temporarily halted over
safety concems.

Three survivors
were found on Monday
along with the bodies of
the T1 climbers, among
75 in the area at the time

of Sunday's eruption,

said Jodi Haryawan,
spokesperson for the
search and rescue team.

The 2,891 metre
(9,485 ft) high volcano
spewed ash as high as 3
Kkm into the sky on Sun-
day. Authorities raised
the alert to the second-
highest level and prohib-
ited residents from going
within 3 km of the crater.
Video footage showed a
huge cloud of volcanic
ash spread widely across

ISTANBUL: Caretaker Minister of Commerce and Industries, Dr. Gohar Ejaz meeting the Turkish|
Trade Minister H.E. Dr. A—-mer Bolat on the sidelines of the 39th Ministerial of COMCEC.

'Absconder Moonis
Elahi": FIA told to
monitor the case

LAHORE (INP): The
Special Central Court di-
rected the Federal Inves-

O TR S

tigation Agency (FIA) 10| s, 55 2004 T10(1) b GG Ui fGieslont 206 iz PR 1
monitor the case of PTI o Up-gradation o Elec, Sup Sys, CESC Ot Cantt Re. 13,958 ()
leader Moonis Elahi in . Up-gradation of Wator Sup Sys CESC Ol Cantt Rs. 13198 ()

which he was declared

©. Up-gradation / Rehab Elec & Water Sup Infra at Kulli Camp, Khojak & Rs. 13.562 (M)
an absconder. e et it
The director FIA ol s e e
- d. Const of 2x Lav Block (x Bathrooms & Toilets, HQ 33 Div at Sibi Cantt Rs. 10.296 (M)
was told to monitor the = =

proceedings against
Moonis, the son of
former chief minister
Punjab Ch Parvez Elahi.

The court was not
satisfied with the compli-
ance report of foreign
minister over the notices
against the suspect in
the money laundering
case.

The written order
said that the compliance
report of notices against
the absconder Moonis
Elahiisn’t submitted yet
in the court.

The director FIA
must ensure the imple-
mentation of the order in

B E e fEEL SRS A

this respective case, | |Ser| Nameof |agency| Amount | Time | Date of | Date of|[Percentage|  Department

ruled the court. of Works |allowed in| Comm | compl [progress of 'l;;"j:'mm
The written order during the o etion | workin

was issued by judge a2 ik I b | workbytte

Tanveer Ahmad Sheikh iR Eedl

of Special Central Court. |
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Lahore DHA accident: ATC ex-
tends interim bail of Afnan’s father

LAHORE (INP): An Anti-Terror-
ism Court (ATC) on Monday ex-
tended the interim bail of Shafgat
Awan, father of an underage
driver Afnan involved in the
Lahore DHA accident case claim-
ing six lives of a family.
According to the details,
ATC Judge Abher Gul Khan pre-
sided over the hearing of the bail
plea of Afnan’s father, Shafqat.
The Court extended the in-
terim bail of the underage driver’s
father till December 08 and sought
final arguments from the lawyers
of both parties on the next hear-
ing. Earlier to this, an anti-terror-
ism court in Lahore handed over
underage driver Afnan Shafqat
accused of causing the death of
six members ofa family while driv-
ing a car without licence — to the
police for five days on physical
remand. Itis pertinent to mention
here that six members of the same
family were killed in a tragic car
accident in Lahore’s Defence

Phase 7 area.

The family was reportedly
returning home in two cars after
visiting relatives in Shadab
Colony on Ferozpur Road. As
they reached a roundabout, the
carrammed into their vehicle.

The tragic incident had also
led the head of the family to trau-
‘matic stress when he saw his wife
Rukhsana Bibi (45), son Husnain
(25), daughter-in-law Ayesha (23),
son-in-law Sajjad (30), four-
month-old grandson Huzaifa, and
granddaughter Anaya (4) ina pool
of blood. Car driver Afnan
Shafgat, who was overpowered
by the locals on the spot, ap-
peared to be a teen and the police
had arrested and booked him
soon after the incident. Afnan in
his confessional statement said
that he was driving his car at over
100 km/h. In the video statement,
headmitted that he had been driv-
ing his car for one year despite
his parents stopping him.

Election 2024: ECP
summons finance
secretary for non-
provision of funds

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
on Monday took notice and sum-
moned thé Secretary of Finance
for non-provision of allocated
funds reserved for the general
clections 2024, sources said on
Monday. Sources close to the de-
velopment revealed that a total of
Rs 42 billion was reserved for the
g czparauon of the general election
024 in the financial year budget,

while the Ministry of Finance has
only released Rs 10 billion so far.

Sources within the ECP state
that the remaining funds for the
election are being interrupted with-
out any prior justification from the
ministry, as the electoral watch-
dog is currently in need of Rs 17
billion immediately. The ECP
sources claimed to pen down a
reminder and approached the
Ministry of Finance repeatedly for
the provision of election funds,
but failed to get any positive re-
sponse.

ISLAMABAD: Florence Rolle, Representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in|
Pakistan called on Dr. Kausar Abdullah Malik, Caretaker Federal Minister for National Food Secu-|
rity & Research at Minister Office.

Shehbaz promises equitable
development, argues for
Charter of Economy

LAHORE (INP): Shehbaz
Sharif—the PML-N president
and a former prime minister —
on Monday promised an equi-
table development across Pa-
kistan and again presented the
proposal of signing a Charter
of Economy — an idea that is
based upon the Charter of
Democracy (CoD) inked for
two political rivals Benazir
Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif back
in 2006 to jointly fight for civil-
ian supremacy in Pakistan.

Only a consensus-based
national manifesto can rescue
Pakistan from the prevailing
quagmi

he sald about the sugges-
tion he introduced as the leader
of opposition during the PTI
government while noting that
the entire had reached an
agreement on the offer.

The former prime minister
asked the people to give aclear

mandate [majority] in the Feb-
ruary 8 elections and said they
would work under the leader
of Nawaz after a successful
campaign as he had always
delivered on the economic

3
5
g

t.
Shehbaz mentioned that
economy would be vitalised
through policy actions, not po-
litical and emotional state-
ments, as he promised that the
marginalised segments of the
society — workers, daily-wage
labourers, women and others
were to be the PML-N fo-
cus, if voted into power.
“People want to get rid of
inflation and economic
progress. We will root out pov-
erty and provide employment.”
But he also stressed that
economic vital to achieving en-
hanced foreign reserves and
generatingjob opportunities for
youth.

Gold prlces in Pakistan
experience decline

ISLAMABAD (INP): gold rates in
Pakistan witnessed a significant
decline. The 24-Karat gold saw a
dip, now priced at Rs217,000 per
tola, while the 22-karat variant is
available at Rs198,917 per tola on
Monday, Even in smaller amounts,
these prices were still attractive,
with 10 grams of 24-karat gold
costing Rs186,043 and 22-karat
gold costing Rs170,539.

These fluctuations are
closely tied to changes in the
value of the US Dollar, highlight-
ing the link of currency values and
gold prices. On a global scale, the
price of gold has seen a rise, cur-
rently standing at $2,087 per
ounce. It's noteworthy that gold
prices in Pakistan can undergo
significant variations throughout
the day, influenced by trends in
the global market. The provided
rates are obtained from reputable
outlets, primarily located in
Karachi and Multan. For the most
recent and accurate gold rates, it
is advisable to check with local
gold merchants and jewellers.
Staying informed about the dy-
namic nature of gold prices in Pa-
Kistan is crucial for those keeping
an eye on market trends.

Police bust gang running drug operations in
Punjab universities

LAHORE (INP): The Anti-
Narcotics Department of
Punjab Police conducted a suc-
cessful operation and arrested
anotorious drug gang operat-
ingin

institutions.

The arrested individuals
were identified as Shahroz,
Shamila, Rafat Bibi,
Muhdmmdd Akbdr and

across the city, reported on
Monday. According to the
Deputy Superintendent of Po-
llcﬁ (DSP), lhe anu narcollc
cel d

The pollce funher stated
that the suspects were also
booked in multiple drug cases,
however, the police alsorecov-
ered a sut ial amount of

Lahore’s Gulshan -Igbal area
and arrested five gang mem-
including two female
legedly involved in operating
drug operations in education

M - ==

Hashish and Heroine worth
millions from their po

Earlier in June thi:
the Anti Narcotic

KARACHI: A Pakistani vendor sells dry fruits athis shop in Kar:u:hl1 Pakistan, 04 December 2023

Since the onset ofthe winter season, the demand for dry fruits in thecity has increased by a
[able amount as compared to the previous year.

bid, arrested an individual swal-
lowed capsules filled with
drugs from Allama Igbal Inter-
national Airport in Lahore.

According to the details,
the Anti-Narcotics For
(ANF) and Airports Security
Force (ASF) has launched a
countrywide operation against
drug trafficking.

The spokesman stated that,
as many as four hashish-filled
capsules have been recovered
from the stomach of an ac-
cused at Lahore’s Allama Igbal
International Airport.

s

Gwadar: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwar Haq Kakar is being presented Suez by Balochis tan Care-
taker Chief Minister Mir AliMardan Khan.

Kakar urges UAE investors to explore
Pakistani markets

ABU DHABI (INP): Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar has urged the UAE inves-
tors to explore the Pakistani
market for new avenues and
enhance economic and com-
mercial ties with Pakistan.

In an exclusive interview
with newspaper Gulf Today, he
said there are numerous invest-
ment opportunities available in
Pakistan for UAE investors.

The caretaker premier said
Pakistan enjoys a very historic,
cultural and fraternal relation-
ship with the UAE. The two
countries could further enhance
this cooperation in areas such
as agriculture, energy, mining,
IT, logistics and defence.

He said Pakistan is planning

kistan Investment Road Show,
organized by the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) in Dubai, attracted a
large number of global business-
men and investors.

The officials of SIFC held
extensive engagements with glo-
bal investors, highlighting im-
mense potential and investment
opportunities in Pakistan, he
added.

Utilizing the platform, 30
Pakistani firms presented their
project proposals and growth
strategies encompassing various
domains including Agriculture,
IT and Energy, Kakar contin-
ued.

Responding to a question,
the caretaker premier said Pa-

a comprehensi
promotion stratcgy in major
countries including the UAE. Pa-

kistan tedly appreci-
ates the efforts of the UAE gov-
ernment in hosting the COP28.

Alluding to the challenge
posed by climate change, he
said all affected countries ur-
gently need to shift to Climate
Adaptation.

He asserted that this decade
is decisive for climate action.
Failure to act immediately will
lead to worse devastation on an
unprecedented scale.

He said implementing the
commitments is essential for
which framing the means of
implementation is pivotal.

“We need to adopt a frame-
work which is based on fast
track energy transition and
agreement on climate finance
goal,” he said, adding that the
developing countries require
around 2.4 trillion dollars in an-
nual investment by 2030 focus-
ing on adaptation, resilience and
mitigating loss and damage.

NAB chief confesses to slow-paced working
at corruption watchdog

LAHORE (INP): National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) Chair-
man Lieutenant General (retd)
Nazir Ahmed has said that the
perception about slow-paced
working at NAB is true to some
extent.

Speaking at an event here on
Monday, NAB Chairman Nazir
Ahmed said that 7 out of every 10
people are victims of some hous-
ing scheme fraud.

He said that the anti-graft

watchdog is trying that no injus-
tice would be done to people. We
will tighten our noose around the

UAE:
Energy of Tajikista

opportunists, he added.

He said that the purpose of
starting an organized awareness
campaign among the people is
that the youth who will be a part
of the awareness campaign, will
become the ambassadors of the
NAB.

Licutenant General ® Nazir
Ahmed said that the impression
of slowness about NAB is true to
some extent.

He was of the view that the
watchdog should remove the im-
pression of fear and harassment,
“we have to catch the thief, not to

harass the entire neighbourhood’.

He said that the word fraud
has been replaced with victim, and
the accused are being called as
respondents instead of calling
them accused.

“NAB is your protector and
supporter. We will make NAB a
professional institution,” he
added.

The NAB chairman said that
no single person or an institution
could free the country from cor-
ruption, everyone has to work to-
gether to rid the society from cor-
ruption.

n the sidelines of COP28,Energy Minister Muhammad Ali held a meeting with Minister for |
in H.E Daler Juma Shofair.

New measures introduced to boost tax rev-
enue on IMF ‘pressure’

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
caretaker govemmenl Monday

sult in severe consequences,
including the disconnection of

plan, tdrgcnn,,dn expansion of
the tax net and increased fil-
ings as the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) applies pres-
sure for economic reforms.

How many registered tax-
payers are in Pakistan?

Only 10.18 million individu-
als out of a population exceed-
ing 240 million are registered
taxpayers, with a mere 3.3 ac-
tively filing returns.

The Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) has devised mea-
sures to encourage tax com-
pliance to address this dispar-

ity.
¥ Under the new plan, indi-
viduals with an annual income
0fRs0.6 million or more, own-
ership of multiple properties,
vehicles of 1000 cc or more,
and frequent international
travel are obligaled to file in-
come tax return:
Dmconnecuon of electric-

as well as the blocking of mo-
bile phone SIM cards.

As per documents, only
3.3 million people submitted
their tax returns in 2023.

The government empha-
sizes that tax evasion is perva-
sive across all sectors of the
economy and insists that non-
filers must transition to become
filers to avoid punitive mea-
sures.

Undocumented economy
major contributor

Dr. Abid Qayyum Silhari,
Executive Director of the Sus-
tainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), identifies the
undocumented economy as a
major contributor to tax eva-
sion.

He stresses the need for
transitioning to a documented
economy, discouraging large
cash transactions until that goal
is achieved.

ity and gas
Failure to comply will re-

affairs expert
Dr. Sajid Amin, citing World

Bank data, indicates that tax
reforms have the potential to
double annual tax revenue
from 9415 billion to 18 thou-
sand billion rupees, equivalent
to at least three percent of
GDP. Dr. Amin emphasizes the
importance of a proactive, po-
litically unbiased government
working in tandem with the
IMF to bring every sector, in-
cluding agriculture, retail, real
estate, construction, and ser-
vices, into the tax net.

The IMF has advocated
for an increase in the tax-to-
GDP ratio from 10 percent to
15 percent, urging the collec-
tion of direct taxes from the
affluent.

Currently, the poor shoul-
dera disproportionate tax bur-
den compared to the wealthy,
with direct taxes accounting
for only 46 percent of total tax
revenue.

The government's initiative
aims to create a fairer tax sys-
tem, strengthen the economy,
and meet the IMF's recommen-
dations.




