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Balochistan Earthquake Raises Urgent Concerns: Are
We Prepared for Looming Threats?

Syed Ali Shah Anal

The recent earthquake in
Balochistan’s Khuzdar district
has sparked concern and shed
light on the vulnerable position
of the province. Despite being
located in earthquake-prone
red zones, the impact on mud-
walled houses in Wadh from
the 5.5 magnitude quakeis only
the latest episode.

Official secrecy has
clouded the exact number of
damaged houses, but local
journalists’ videos depict doz-
ens affected. The true extent
of  displacement  and
homelessness is yet unknown,

but the recurring threat of
earthquakes in the region can-
not be ignored.

Balochistan Has A
History Of Earthquakes

Balochistan has a tragic
history with earthquakes,
claiming lives in Ziarat,
Mashkail, Awaran, Harnai, an
the de\mslalmg 1935 quake that
razed Quetta. Unfortunately,
the lessons seem unheeded,
with risky constructions in
Quetta violating building codes.

Congested streets and
poorly constructed high-rises

pose a severe risk to human
lives.
Despite these d:
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adequate awareness and pre-
cautionary measures. The Pro-
vincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) lacks the
resources and expertise needed
to handle natural disasters ef-

d fectively.

PDMA Lacks Capacity
To Tackle Disasters
Political influence in re-
cruitment and machinery pur-
chases further compromises

d de-
partment with experts and

Dr. Alia Haider Honored with
Frontline Climate Health
Award at COP 28

Syed Ali Shah:

= c

QUETTA: Dr. Alia
Haider, a beacon of resilience
from Quetta’s Hazara commu-
nity, emerged victorious at
COP 28, securing the Frontline
Climate Health Award. Her
unwavering commitment
shone through as she organized
medical camps in flood-
stricken regions of Sindh and
Balochistan last year. Despite
countless challenges, Dr.
Haider’s efforts carned her the
prestigious award at the sum-
mit in Dubai.

In an exclusive conversa-
tion with Daily Quetta Voice,
Dr. Alia Haider expressed im-
mense joy, stating, ‘This rec-

ognition is a source of great
pleasure for me.” Her dedi-
cated services during the mer-
ciless floods, which claimed nu-
merous lives and displaced
thousands in Naseerabad,
Jaffarabad, Sohbat Pur, and
other Ba]uchisum districts, gar-
nered well-deserved acclaim.

Notably, Dr. Alia Haider
shares her commitment to hu-
manitarian causes with her sis-
ter, Jalila Haider, a renowned
human rights activist in
Balochistan. Their collective
impact resonates as a testa-
ment to the power of commu-
nity service and resilience in
the face of adversity.”

proper
are crucial to address fu-
ture emergencies.

Adding to the complexity,
the looming threats of global
warming and climate change
exacerbate challenges. Last
year’s devastating floods
should serve as a wake-up call
to rectify mistakes and en-
hance

strate- | [

Firing In Chaghi Leaves A
Tribal Elder Dead

Riaz Baloch:

gies before it’s too late.

BCS Cabinet Denounces BSS Group, Challenges
Government Inqulry

QUETTA: The
Balochistan Civil Services
(BCS), Executive Branch Of-
ficers Welfare Association’s
cabinet has issued a strong re-
sponse to a press conference
by the BSS group. The cabi-
net accuses BSS of engaging
in politics of upheaval, and

blackmailin, It specifically |

points toa 2020 incident where

the civil secretariat was alleg-

edly held hostage for 54 days.

The statement questions
the government’s inquiry into
the 2020 incident, particularly
regarding individuals who re-
portedly broke the gate of the
Chief Minister Secretariat. It
emphasizes the role of deputy
commissioners in Balochistan,
stating that they represent the
government. The cabinet also

asserts that field share is re-
served for specific groups,
namely the Pakistan Adminis-

trative Service and BCS.

BSS Officers Criticized

Furthermore, the state-
mentadvises BSS against pro-
testing and suggests they seek
participation in institutions such
as the Pakistan Army, Pakistan
Air Force, Pakistan Navy, Cus-
toms, and Police Service of
Pakistan. It strongly opposes
any attempts to fulfill what it
perceives as illegal desires,
especially regarding field
share.

The cabinet concludes by
mentioning the competitive
exam for becoming a Deputy
Commissioner and warns
against unacceptable practices
like marriage through illegal
means. It threatens disciplin-
aryaction, including legal mea-
sures for defamation, insult,
and slander against the Deputy
Commissi

Secretary Information Lauds DGPR Balochistan,
Urges Prompt Setup of Digital Lab

QUETTA: Information Secre-
tary, Imran Khan visited the Di-
rectorate General of Public Rela-
tions (DGPR) Balochistan, where
he was warmly received by Direc-
tor General of Public Relations
Muhammad Noor Khetran and
other officers. During his visit,
the Information Secretary thor-
oughly reviewed various sectors,
including the Electronic Media
Monitoring System.

DGPR Muhammad Noor
Khetran provided a comprehen-
sive briefing to the Information
Secretary about the overall per-
formance of the directorate

He particularly highlighted

Staff Reporter:

the progress made in securing 8|

support from the Chinese Em-
bassy in Pakistan for the estab-
lishment of a digital lab.
Recognizing the significance
of the digital age, Secretary Infor-
mation Imran Khan directed the
DGPR team to expedite the estab-
lishment of the digital lab, empha-
sizing the need for swift action.

Technology Trans-
formed The World
Into A Global Village

Secretary Information Imran
Khan commended the crucial role

allowing information to reach
the audience within seconds. Sc-

played by DGPR in
government policies and welfare
initiatives through the media
He emphasized that in the
modern era, where technology has
transformed the world into a glo-
bal village, the advent of digital
media enables instantaneous up-
ates,

retary Khan
substantial role of Public Re]a—
tions in this context.

In conclusion, Information
Secretary Imran Khan expr
confidence in the ongoing suc-
cess of DGPR Balochistan and
assured them of his full coopera-
tion and support.

‘Criminal activity’:
Senator Raza
Rabbani wants ac-
tion against Discos
for overcharging
consumers

ISLAMABAD: PPP Senator
Mian Raza Rabbani on Tuesday
“strongly condemned” malprac-
tices by the country’s power dis-
tribution companies (Discos),
saying that it amounted to crimi-
nal activity and action should be
initiated against them. The state-
ment comes after, in one of the
most damning indictments ofover-
billing in the provision of electric-
ity, Discos across Pakistan were
accused of fleecing customers
and overcharging them as much
as 100 per cent. In a comprehen-
sive inquiry, the National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) found that distribution
companies, without exception,
were overcharging and over-bill-
ing their consumers. “There is
[not a] single Disco in the coun-
try who is charging bills in 100pc
correct manner,” the power sec-
tor regulator concluded in its 14-
page report. The allegations come
at a time when Discos are carry-
ing out a countrywide campaign
against power theft.

CHAGHI: Armed ac-
cused opened fire at a vehicle
and killed a tribal elder in dis-
trict Chaghi on Tuesday morn-
ing. Levies sources said armed
accused opened an dlscm i
nate firing on the vehi
Saiful Hassani. The tribal L]—
der was dead on the spot.

The attackers escaped
unhurt from the spot.

The dead body was

shifted to a nearby hospital. A
large number of tribesmen
reached the spot as an investi-
gation into the incident went
underway.

Three people were injured
in the attack. The injured were
rushed to Quetta for medical
treatment. Levies personnel
reached the spot and started
an investigation into the inci-
dent.

PTI Convention Schedule U

veiled for Balochistan
News Desk:

Following the directives
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf Central General
Secretary Umar Ayub,
the convention schedule
for Balochistan has been
announced. The conven-
tion is set to take place
in the Harnai district on
the 8th, Pishin district on
the 9th, and Zhob dis-
trict on the 10th.
Former Governor
Balochistan, Syed
Zahoor Ahmed Agha
and PTI Secretary Gen-

eral Balochistan, Salar
Khan Kakar would ad-
dress the upcoming
conventions of the party
in the province.

The decision regard-
ing the convention was
made during a meeting
attended by Nazar
Zadran, Senior Vice
President of Pishin Dis-
trict, Sahab Khan Kakar,
Abdul Hadi,
Shamsuddin, Shafi
Khan, Sajjad Khan, and
others.




EDITORIAL

Wednesday,December,06,2023

The forgotten flood affectees of
Balochistan

Editorial
Almost a year on, thousands of flood affected people are yet to be rehabili-
tated in various flood-hit districts of Balochistan. In scorching heat, the flood
affectees in Balochistan’s Naseerabad, Jaffarabad, Sohbat Pur, Lasbela and
other districts continue to suffer.

Flood affectees appeals for rehabilitation and relief almost fell on deaf
ears in the province and center. It was very shocking for every sane person
that the federal government has not paid a single penny out of a total amount
of Rs.10 billions announced by the former prime minister Shehbaz Sharif for
flood affectees of Balochistan

Islamabad yet to pay asingle penny out of Rs.10 billions announced by
formerPrime Ministel

Chief Minister Balochistan, former Mir Quddus B)zcmo lodged a protcst
before the federal regarding the fi 1
demanded the payment of funds announced by the premler on August 28 fast
year in Jaffarabad district for flood affectees.

The current year’s monsoon season is about to start and neither the
provincial nor the federal governments have taken any effective steps for the
rehabilitation of the flood affectees of the last year.

All abandoned flood affectees of Balochistan

Government departments in general and the Provincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA) in particular have almost abandoned the flood af-
fected areas. The Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) have almost left
the areas affected by floods.

If the federal government has not paid any penny for the rehabilitation of
the flood affectees, this is painful. This is also a bitter reality that the provincial
government has also not taken effective steps to support the affectees in this
hour of trial.

Collapsed bridges after devastating floods are yet to be reconstructed in
Quetta. What to speak about rest of Balochistan, which covers half of the
country in terms of area. \

It is both the responsibility of the provincial and federal governments to
take effective steps to rehabilitate the flood affectees before it is already late.

Cultural rupture

By Jan-e-Alam Khaki:

W HEN people move  2ncestral wisdom and —other tongue shows that

<IN people MOVE  qyeral] cultural literacy.  parents are anxious to
out from their ancestral Many migrants make their offspring effi-
settlements, and settle learn new languages. cient as carly as possible
outside their language Butliteracyin anew lan- due to the language’s
zone, it often leads to a  guage does not neces- economic, educational,
paradigm shift including ~ sarily for and intell

Lessons for the global professor

By Jawed Naqyvi:

T globat professor,

the Vishwaguru, the so-
briquet the Modi regime
sees India as being en-
titled to, has been re-
minded, it seems, to im-
bibe lessons it had ap-
parently deleted from the
syllabus oftruer wisdom.
The lapse stems from the
country’s attempt at
slow-marching from the
Nehruvian soft power
projection of India as a
cultured and trustworthy
foof i

Kumari, and other movie
stars of India’s bygone

g

a.

In the intellectual
realm,  writers like
Geetanjali Shree or aca-
demics like Romila
Thapar are respected be-
yond India’s
neighbourhood. Cricket
stars have always had
their own cross-border
fan following, Gandhiji,
for the world, is still a
lodestarof peace and rec-
onciliation and is seen as
more thana

nations to its misplaced
aspiration to become
Rambo a la Israel. ‘Ghar
‘mein ghus ke maarenge.”
The common refrain in
new India is not easy to
translate. ‘I'llcome home
to fix you’ conveys a
rough idea, borrowed
from a common line in
‘masala movie scripts in-
serted to exaggerate the
prowess of the hero.

To conflate it with
diplomacy or domestic
policy is to lean on a
brawler’s muscle rather
than professorial cogita-
tion to make the point.
Had any other govern-
‘ment pursued the policy
and found its ace pilot
captured in the process
by the perceived quarry,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would have raised
Cain. I recently saw
scores of well-heeled
Pakistanis at a popular
Manchester restaurant,
all without exception
posing with their families
before larger-than-life
portraits of Dev Anand
aud Rekha of Amitabh
and Meena

mn cultural capital. These  this km as it is rooted There is no doubt that
changes include, butare in another culture. Ifitis  efficiency in the English
not limited to, learning a religiously important language is a passport
new languages, assum- language, this loss be- for upward mobility on
ing new lifestyles, and comes more serious, as  the social and techno-
adopting new cultures. the rituals and practices logical ladder.
These people and their enacted on a daily b: The question
offspring tend to forget become increasingly in- how can one continue to
their ancestral means of comprehensible. Those benefit from the tradi-
communication (prima- languages cannot even tionalwisdom of the lan-
rily ]anguagc),and adopt b replaced with another  guage of one’s ances-
new ones — a process language. Sadly, transla- tors, and at the same
which leads to “cultural tions done for essential time, learn new lan-
rupture’. ‘Rupture’, a communicationneverre- guages that give access
Latin word, means ‘to place the original. through the gates of aca-
break’, implying a break Some languages are  demic, scientific,and cul-
in continuity of the past.  particularly rich such as ~ tural richness?
Culture includes many Persian in which so While I suggest
dimensions, buthere, we  much wisdom, sweet- some ways here, I urge
will focus only on lan- ness (as in the poetry of all those concerned to
guage. With increasing Rumi, Sa’adi, Hafizand ~ think of their own ways.
migration from rural to even Iqbal and Ghalib) First, let’s continue
urbanand urbanto tech- is contained. Notable to speak athome in mul-
nologically advanced poets and scholars of tiple languages, not re-
societies, life has become  the subcontinent, such ~stricting ourselves to
quite complicated. This as Ghalib and Igbal, just one. Each language
lifestyle, while throwing  used Persian as their lan- s unique and the more
out énormous choices, guage of preferred ex- languages we learn or
has deprived people of pression. Sadly, such lit- ~ know, the more vocabu-
many of thesweet things ~ erary figures and their lary we have to under-
oftraditional life,suchas thoughts are increas- stand ourselves, others
ancestral villages and ingly cast aside and their ~ and the world around us
towns, and, more impor- memory is being lost due  Many families are privi-
tantly, languages with to the radically altered leged to have their
their semantic profun- situation of modern life. ~grandparents with them,
dity, literary idiosyncra- On the other hand, and they should con-
sies, and idiomatic leaminganew language tinue to speak in their
subtleties. Swiss scholar is a true privilege; it mother tongues with the
Hofstede tells us that strengthens the abilities grandchildren. Some-
language is a filter of comprehension and times, grandparents and
through which data is interpretation of another parents can continue to
sifted into our memory.  culture through that lan-  tell stories or poems.
With the loss of a lan- guage. If that language , or songs, in these
guage, the data con- happens to be the lan- languages, to help
fained in it is also lost. guage of science and youngsters develop a
Sadly, the speakers of technology, it empowers taste for them.
many languages are los- one to live successfully Second,  many
ing touch with the im- in its context. Inthe glo- schools, colleges and
mense body of knowl- bal village, languages universities offer lan-
edge and wisdom con- such as English, French, guage choices as part of
tained in them. They German, Chinese and their academics, so stu-
“lose even the sense of Japanese have become dents may be encour-
loss” — to borrow an a lllerary, scientific and aged to select a rich an-
from Iqbal. lly vital cestral language. Third,
Increasingly the speak- means of communica- movies and songs are the
ers of many rich lan- tion andlearning. Learn- best way to teach a lan-
guages, such as Arabic ingoncor many of these ~ guage. The amazing lit-
or Persian, be- languages can help in eracy in Hindi/Urdu
ing de-skilled, ie, unable ~accessing the economi- songs among the youth
to speak or write their cally utopian world. of the subcontinent in
‘own’ languages, and Meanwhile, their many overseas countries
thus cut off from their zeal for English or some  is simply mind-boggling.

municipal official in
charge of civic cleanli-
ness, which he has been
reduced to in government
hoardings in India. A re-
ality check reveals that
the Vishwaguru is out of
touch with the world.

Peaceniks in Paki-
slan holding hands with

ankans,
Bmg adeshis, Ncpdllb
were as regular in visit-
ing India as those cel-
cbrating their visas to
Ajmer or Bodh Gaya or
Agra. They offered the
best security and most
reassuring promise of
goodwill, until Rambo
burst on the scene.

A reality check re-
veals that the
Vishwaguru is out of
touch with the world de-
spite claims to unparal-
leled adulation from ev-
eryone. In the
neighbourhood alone,
the tiny atoll of the
Maldives has told India’s
troops stationed there to
leave. Sri Lanka, which
looked up to India for all
manner of friendly sup-
port, has allowed a Chi-

nese ‘research’ ship to
dockatits port to severe
unease in New Delhi.
Landlocked Bhutan, oth-
erwise committed to fol-
low Indian advice on for-
eign affairs, is engaged
ina discomforting pow-
‘wow with China. Further
away in the Gulf, the usu-
ally friendly emirate of
Qatar has not taken
kindly to former Indian
military officersit trusted
as residents. It accuses
them of espionage, a
charge Indiahitherto ex-
perienced with arch-foe
Pakistan.

On the bigger stage,
the foreign media, which
hailed India as a resolute
star on the democratic
firmament and as an
economic powerhouse,
accuses Indian busi-
nesses of underhand
methods of making
‘money and the govern-
ment of violating human
rights as its preferred
domestic policy. Amid
the global battlé against
Covid-19, the UN secre-
tary general ticked off
India for liberalising coal
mining as the wrong
policy to deal with the
scourge.

But coal is the
bread and butter of the
tycoon considered close
to the primeminister. The
businessman also re-
portedly has interests in
the expansion of the Is-
racli port of Haifa. It has
left the world pondering
why India broke ranks
with the Global South,
instead of supporting a
ceasefire o stop the hor-
rors being perpetrated by

Israelin Gaza.

Some bad news has
come from Unesco’s
board membership,
where Pakistan has re-
portedly defeated India’s
nominee by a large mar-
gin of votes with the
support of countries of
the Global South. The
let-down may not make
the grade in news value
as do other embarrass-
ments for the
Vishwaguru but it should
‘make the foreign minis-
try netizens sit up.

In possibly the
most disturbing turn of
events for Indian diplo-
‘macy in recent memory,
it is public knowledge
now that when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was patting himself on
the back for the G20
summit he hosted in
New Delhi with self-pro-
claimed flourish, he was
being pressed, dis-
creetly at the time, by
President Joe Biden and
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau to explain the
shadowy link of assas-
sins and would-be assas-
sins of Sikh activists in
their countries with In-
dian intelligence

There was a robust
denial and comments
verging on reprimand
came from New Delhi
when Mr Trudeau sub-
sequently made the alle-
cation public in his par-
Tiament. He spoke of the
Killing ofa pro-K halistan
Sikh in Surrey in Canada
by gunmen allegedly at
the behest of Indian of-
ficials. A bulk of Cana-
dian diplomats in India

were expelled to make
Delhi’s point and visa
regimes were frozen.
Canada on its part ex-
pelled the station chiefof
India’s spy agency from
the Indian embassy. The
reaction to the US
demarche was more tem-
pered, even respectful.
Delhi, however, has not
commented on the ve-
racity of the charges.
Last week’s indict-
ment of an Indian citizen
in aNew York courtin a
plot to kill a Sikh
Khalistani activist, a US
citizen, has only made it
trickier for the Indian
government. The plot is
seen as linked with the
assassination of the Sikh
ctivist in Canada and
potentially also with the
death in a hospital in the
UK. Consequently, as
was the case with
Canada, senior officials
of India’s external spy
agency, the Research
and Analysis Wing, or
RAW, wereexpelled from
the UK and the US for
the first time since Indira
Gandhi created the
agency in 1968.
Arguably, India is a
close ally in a US-led
coalition to counter
China. And, therefore, no
serious harm could be
expected in that realm.
But equally so, the
crown prince of Saudi
Arabia is a crucial sheet
anchor for Western inter-
ests in the Middle East.
He got away with mur-
der as we all know. Ex-
cept that he never
claimed the mantle of the
Vishwaguru.

By Arifa Noor:

The security situation

stan continues to
be of concern. And the
decision to repatriate il-
legal migrants has done
little to stem the tide.
That the latter is a result
of the increasing unease
over the former is a mes-
sage the caretaker gov-
ernments have been at
pains to disseminate.
The decision to zero
inon the ‘migrants’ came
shortly after the blood-
bath in Mastung in the
last week of September,
in which nearly 60 people
lost their lives. Within
days of the attack in
Balochistan, APP, the
state-owned  news
agency, reported that
“The caretaker govern-
ment has decided to
eviet 11 lacs foreigners
living illegally in Pal
stan because of their in-

New security threats

Pakistani are most impor-
tant forus overany coun-
try or its policy.” Once
again, he seemed to link
the decision to the secu-
ity situation.

The caretaker prime
minister also expressed
similar views.

Such statements,
which were repeated
more than once, were
sufficient to link the de-
cision to the deteriorat-
ing security situation in
Pakistan. And as the fo-
cus shifted to the admin-
istrative preparations
and movement of the mi-
grants, it appeared that
the number of attacks
also came down. But this
was not a permanent
shift. By November, it
appeared that the attacks
were increasing again.

Unfortunately, the
caretaker government’s
constant efforts to link
nof

in funding,
facilitating terrorists and
other illegal activities.
“In the first phase,
illegal residents, in the
second phase, those
with
Afghan citizenship
and in the third phase,
those with proof of resi-

pelled. Tllegally [sic] resi-
dent foreigners pose a
serious threat to the se-
curity of Pakistan’, said
asource privy to the de-
velopment.”

‘Aday later, the inte-
rior minister briefed the
‘mediaafter theapex com-
mittee meeting. An-
nouncing the Nov 1
deadline he said, “The
‘most important thing that
was decided was that the
welfare and security of a

the migrants with the se-
curity situation means
that the policy is now
being seen as ineffective,
coupled as it is with por-
trayal of the migration as
having caused human
suffering. This percep-
tion is going to be hard
to change, especially as
the ministers seem un-
aware of the conse-
quences of their state-
ments.

However, outside of
the caretaker set-ups, the
matter has set offa larger
debate on Islamabad’s
policy towards Afghani-
stan and the militancy
within, especially by the
TTP.

The tense relation-
ship with Afghanistan
has now laid to rest all

carlier assertions of a
better regional environ-
ment with the change of
regime in Kabul. And it
is also leading to serious
questions about the
larger policy towards the
western neighbour. At
the same time, there is a
growing debate about
the challenge of mili-
tancy and its growing
complications (com-
pared to what Pakistan
dealt with the last time).

For instance, there
are increasing reports of
the TTP’s expansion
into Balochistan and
what this means for the
insurgency there, espe-
cially as some reports.
suggest there may even
be cooperation between
the former and Baloch
separatist organisations.

Similarly, the TTP
has changed its tactics
and is now trying to
reach out to the people,
instead of solely relying
on violence. Its use of
social media, for example,
and outreach on inter-
ests of public importance
will need a response,
which seems to be miss-
ing at the moment. The
strategy of simply con-
straining coverage on
mainstream media may
not prove enough.

n the other hand,
what is even more seri-
ous is the absence of a
clear strategy on the part
of the state. After all,
there is little space —
fiscal or otherwise — to
carry outlarge-scale mili-
tary operations as in the

e

And frankly, there
s little clarity on how ef-
fective they may prove

this time around, espe-
cially as ordinary people
are wary of military op-
erations because of
what they entail for resi-
dents. What are the op-
tions in this case and will
they prove effective, es-
pecially as civilian law-
enforcement personnel
continue to be short on
resources?

However, these
questions remain unan-
swered (and even un-
asked) because the state
has not managed to be
transparent. The deci-
sion to negotiate with the
Taliban during the PTI
tenure was kept under
wraps; it became public
knowledge only due to
what appeared to be a
slip of the tongue by the
then primeminister [mran
Khan during an inter-
view.

Even then, little ef-
fort was made to create
any consensus in soci-
ety. Little effort was
‘made to explain the rea-
soning behind this deci-
sion. That this decision
was abandoned later for
a zero-tolerance policy
was also made in an
opaque manner. Once
again, there was little ef-
fort to communicate or
create any consensus.

It is worth consid-
ering whether this top-
down state of affairs is a
reason for the kind of
confusion that sur-
rounds the larger issue.

In KP and beyond,
rumours abound about
the number of casualties
and how the real figure
is being hidden from the
people. Orthat elements
within aresupporting the

militants and have made
possible their return;
such rumours are not
limited to the ordinary
people  but also
officialdom.

In so many ways,
the state of affairs is
similarto what existed in
2007 and later. But at that
time, not only were those
in charge aware of it,
they also took steps to
address it before imple-
menting the decision to
take on the Taliban.

Chances are the
presentwill proveno dif-
ferent from the past.
Sooner (and hopefully
not later) Pakistan has to
come together to ad-
dress this challenge.
‘This will require building
a consensus as we did
in the past.

A consensus which
includes a debate and
public buy-in, which will
be impossible without
getting the political lead-
ership within parliament
and outside on board.
And it will also require
brainstorming on the
evolution of the threat
and how to address it.

But before any of
these steps can be taken,
wewill need to acknowl-
edge that security issues
cannot be viewed as
simply administrative
matters, where state
force will prove suffi-
cient.

The political con-
text in which they arise
has to be recognised.
Take Balochistan, for ex-
ample; apolitical process
has to be initiated there.
Without that, little will be
achieved just through
the use of force.

Unequal

By Naeem Sadiq:

S pushing millions of ing the budget of
Armcwe s o he hardworking citizens Rs714bn required to run
Constitution requires the  into abject poverty and  the entire civil govern-
state to promote the so- misery. This is perhaps ment.

Rs20,000.

Ona parallelnote, 65
million Pakistani workers
are not registered in any
pension scheme at all,
and face a demeaning

cial and economic well-  the single largest reason Completely unmind-
bcmg of the people by for our current state of ful of this disaster, the

“reduc(ing] disparity in decay and g i
the armnings ity. Here I

of individuals, including ~explain how we created (but deadly) ‘political
persons in the various this mind-boggling in- bribe’ by enhancing pen-
classes of the service of ~equality and propose a sions across the board
Pakistan”. Allergic to way out by focusing on by 17.5 per cent.
equality, we have unlaw-  just one aspect of this De facto, it resulted
fully and unethically disease, ic, Pakistan’s in raising the pension of
done our utmost to de- skewed pension system. Supreme Court judges
stroy and defy every Pensions ~ are (on  average y
word of Article 38(e). Pakistan’s biggest un- Rs150,000 permonth and
We have consis- spoken survival threat. of senior bureaucrats by
tently acted to enrich a The 2023-24 federalpen- about Rs40,000 but a
small, inept and insa- sion budget stands at measly Rs3,500 for those
tiable class at the costof  Rs801 billion, farexceed- drawing a pension of

and d dent old age
with zero pension. Those
few who are registered
with the Employees’ Old-
Age Benefits Institution
receive a pittance of
Rs10,000 per month.
When compared to
the staggering pension
of Rs920,000 or there-
abouts the chief justice
of the Supreme Court is
entitled to, it brings out
aratio of 1:92. Ironically,
the same ratio (between

pensions

the pensions of the chief

Jjustice and the least paid

employee) in Britain, is
merely 1:11. While we
admire many democratic
norms of the West, per-
haps we could also adopt
some of their disparity-
reducing measures.

The pensions of the
rich are padded with lay-
ers of gold and silver.
Consider, for example,
the pension of judges.
Besides their already
heavy pension of some
Rs900,000 permonth, re-
tired judges of the supe-
rior courts are also en-
titled to0 2,000 units of free
electricity, 300 litres of

free fuel, 24-hour secu-
rity (three security
guards at Rs33,280 per
guard). As if this were
not enough, they are
also entitled to purchase
the official vehicle in
their use on retirement at
a depreciated value.
Research on the
pension perks of judges
in advanced and rich
countries yielded some
startling results. Judges
(and other government
officials) receive no
perks except for a flat
transparent pension —
to which they also con-
tributed during their ser-
vice. When asked under

the freedom of informa-
tion law, the reply of the
supreme court of the UK
was this: “There are no
specific perks or privi-
leges available to retired
Supreme Court justices.

However, as justices of
the Supreme Court they
are entitled to be styled
as “Lord’or ‘Lady.”

The use of this
courtesy title continues
after their retirement.”
Should a similar suitable
courtesy not be ex-
tended to replace the
post-retirement perks
and privileges of all gov-
ernment officials of Pa-
kistan? Struggling for

survival, Pakistan is cry-
ing for reforms in every
sector. Start with pen-
sions. No pension must
exceed Rs200,000and no
pension must be less
than Rs20,000, 50 as not
to exceed the ratio of
1:10. Eliminate all perks
both in salaries and in
pensions. Eliminate all
pensions_being cur-
rently paid in foreign
ex--change. Pensions
must stop with the
spouse and not be ex-
tended to the second
generation. Like any
other income, pensions
too must fall under tax-
able income.
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Fﬁlce division releases Rs17.4bn to
ECP for elections

The development
comes a day after the
clectoral body raised
alarmoverthe delay in
the release of the ur-
gently needed amount
for the conduct of
polls. Earlier, sources
told Dawn that the
ECP had asked for
Rs51bn for the elec-
tions, but later after a
series of meetings
settled for Rs47bn, out
of which Rs5bn had
been released during

ten reminder was also
sent for an immediate
release of funds.
However, there was
no positive response,
compelling the ECP to
summon the finance
secretary.
Subsequently, the
finance secretary had
assured the poll
watchdog_that the
funds required by the
ECP urgently would be
released in a day or
two. In a post X (for-

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Finance Divi
on Tuesday said it has
released Rs17.4 billion
to the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan
(ECP) for the upcom-
ing general elections
slated to be held on
February8, 2024.
The amount was
in addition to the
Rs10bn released in
July2023, the Finance
Ministrysaid, highlight
ing that the latest dis-

electoral watchdog
had rejecled what it
sail “baseless
and m|3](,dd|n), re-
ports about a delay in
the upcoming general
elections.

The statement had
come in response to
media reports that a re-
quest was submitted to
the ECP to postpone
the general elections,
citing security con-
cerns in Balochistan
and the recent wave of

I8
3

bursementbrought the the previous fiscal merly Twitter), care- terrorism.
total funds released for year. In the budget taker Minister for In- The ECP and
pollstoRs27.4bn. “The passed in June, the formation and Broad- President Arif Alvi had

Finance Division re-
mains committed to
provision of funds as

government had allo-
cated Rs42bn for the
elections.

casting and Parlia-
mentary  Affairs
Murtaza Solangi had

agreed carlier this
month on Feb 8, 2024,
as the date for polls —
an that

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in a group photo with a delegation of Center for Peace and|
[Development Initiatives comprising of social activists and persons with disabilities, at Aiwan-c.

They said the Fi-
nance Ministry was
repeatedly ap-
proached and a writ-

also ruled out any cri-
sis in meeting the
ECP’s financial needs.

Last week, the

and when required by
the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan,” it
added.

has stirred activity in
the camps of major
political parties.

-

IQUETTA: Caretaker provincial minister Amjad Rasheed addressing a press con-|
ference.

Sanjrani, Jordan’s Envoy for strengthening
bilateral ties, addressing key issues

ISLAMABAD (INP): efforts of King Abdullah
Ambassador of Jordan bin Hussein of Jordan in
to Pakistan, Maen seeking an end to the
Khreisat called on Chair-  ongoing crisis, recogniz-
'man Senate, Muhammad  ing Jordan's pivotal role
Sadiq Sanjraniat Parlia- as the custodian of
ment House on Tuesday Masjid Al Agsa Com-
and discussed with him pound and underscoring
strengthening bilateral  its historical significance
ties and addressing in maintaining peace in
pressing humanitarian  Alquds Jerusalem.
issues. Ambassador
The Ambassador Khreisat highlighted
and Chairman Senate Jordan's continuous
discussed the prevailing ~support for the Palestin-
situation in the Gaza ian people, including the
Strip and West Bank, establishment and re-
condemning the Isracli plenishment of a hospi-
actions and emphasizing tal in Gaza to provide
the broader implications ~ crucial medical services.
for the Middle East re- Given Jordan's historical
gion. commitment to Palestin-
Muhammad Sadiq ian refugees, the Ambas-
Sanjrani appreciated the ~ sador stressed their on-

Pakistan's sesamum seed exports reach all-
time high of USD 113 million

BEIJING (INP): Pa- seed industry contin- increased 100% Administration of Cus-
kistan has witnessed ues to thrive, experts amounting to USD toms of the People’s
an unprecedented attribute this remark- 170.06 million, Republic of China,
surge in its Sesamum able achievement to a whereas last year in China imported
seed exports, reaching combination of favor- the same period (Janu- 97,069.705 tons of
an all-time high of able climatic condi- ary-October) it was sesame seed from Pa-
USD 113.66 millionjust tions, strategic agricul- USD 84.67 million kistan in the first ten
in October 2023. tural policies, and worth of sesame seed months 0f2023, anin-

going efforts to as:
times of need.

The Chairman Sen-
ate called for efforts to
achieve heightened in-
ternational awareness of
the humanitarian crisis
in Gaza and the West
Bank. He urged collec-
tive efforts to end the
suffering of innocent
Palestinians and empha-
sized the necessity of a
resolution in accordance
with international law.
Genocidal actions and
war crimes of zionist Is-
racli regime in Palestin-
ian lcmloncs were con-
dem

5

religious and cultural
values, Jordanian Am-
bassador expressed a
commitment to further
strengthening  these
bonds.

Sadiq Sanjrani pro-
posed an increase in bi-
lateral trade and eco-
nomic relations, reflect-
ing the mutual desire for
enhanced cooperation
between Pakistan and
Jordan.

The meeting con-
cluded with a shared de-
termination to foster col-
laboration not only in ad-
dressing immediate chal-
lenges but also in build-
ing a stronger founda-
tion for sustained part-
nership between the two
nations.

Acknowledging the
enduring fraternal ties
between Jordan and Pa-
kistan, rooted in shared

Thesurge notonly adept market position- Pakistan exported to crease of 72. 53% by
underscores the ing China. volume worth USD
nation's prowess in the This surge in ex- In October Paki- 170.063 million. In the
agricultural sector but  ports not only reflects stan exported same period last year,
also highlights its abil- positivelyon Pakistan's 64,711.149 tons of itwas56,261.629 tons
ity to capitalize on glo- economy but also po- sesame seed to China worth USD 84.67 mil-

worth USD 113.66
million while in last
year's same month, it
was 16,727.774 tons
worth USD 25.57 mil-
lion, he stated.

He further said
that as per the General

lion. 1Itis worth men-
tioning that Pakistan's
exports to China
crossed USD 2.82 bil-
lion in the first ten
months of this year, up
1.27 percent year on
year.

bal market demands,
said Ghulam Qadir
Commercial Counsel-
lor Pakistan Embassy,
Gwadar Pro reported
on Tuesday.

Ghulam Qadir
said that the Sesamum

sitions the country as

a key player in the in-

ternational Sesamum
eed market.

“In the first ten
months of 2023,
Pakistan's sesame
seed exports to China
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and taxation officer putting off illegal black papers from

ISLAMABAD: Exci

cars as part of their ci ns safety campaign.

President stresses need to eliminate harass-

ment against women at workplace

ISLAMABAD
(INP): President Dr.
Arif Alvi has empha-
sized the need of
eliminating harass-
ment against women
at workplace to en-
sure their vibrant role
in country' economy.
Addressing an
awareness event "16
Days of Activism
against Gender-Based
Violence and Harass-

law also abhors this
cruelty. He also high-
lighted the role of me-
dia in imparting aware-
ness among people to
effectively resolve the
issues related to
women. Dr Alvi said
women and children
both prove to be the
most vulnerable sec-
tion during wars. He
lamented the tragic
situation of Gaza.

ment of Women" in
Islamabad on Tuesday,
hetermed provision of
property rights to
women as_pre-requi-
site for their economic
empowerment.

Dr  Arif Alvi
termed said England
granted the property
rights to women in
1904 but Islam
awarded immense
rights to women four-

QAU announces HEC Need-Based
Scholarship for fall 2023

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Quaid-i-Azam Univer-
sity Islamabad has an-
nounced Need Based
Scholarships through
the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) for
Semester Fall 2023.

According to the
official sources, the
applications are invited
from the students who
enrolled in BS & BS
(Lateral Entry) regular
degree programs.

The students who
enrolled on Self Fi-
nance/Self Support/
Evening/Weekend are
not eligible for the
award of scholarship.

As per cligibility
criteria, the scholarship
shall be awarded only

teen hundred years
ago. He lauded the
role of banks of
achieving all targets
related to the provision
of employment to
womnen. The President
called upon religious
scholars to educate the
society about the
rights of women. He
said there is no place
ofhonourkilling in Is-
lam and the country's

to the poor and most
deserving students at
undergraduate level.
The authenticity of the
information provided
by the students shall be
verified by cross
checking of the data
provided  through
physical verification,
the official sources in-
formed. It is stated that
scholarship will be can-
celled atany stage ifthe
student is punished be-
cause of his/her in-
volvement in violation
of the university rules,
damage to university
property, misbehavior
with staff or colleagues
or any other disciplin-
ary proceedings. Mean-
while, any false infor-

mation or discrepancy
willlead to disqualifica-
tion, recovery of entire
received amount, and
disciplinary proceed-
ings. Incomplete forms
will not be accepted.
The QAU will re-
view the application
forms and  only
shortlisted applicants
will be called for the in-
terview by the Institu-
tional ~ Scholarship
Award  Committee
(ISAC). Application re-
ceived after the due
date will not be enter-
tained, the sources

proval, availability of
funds, and release of
grant by the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC). The HEC Need
Based Scholarship
form duly filled may be
submitted to the Office
of the Students” Finan-
cial Assistance, Room
No. 17, Administration
Block along with sup-
porting documents as
per checklist on or be-
fore December 12,
2023. The Office shall
not be responsible for
the forms delivered to
any other office or af-
ter the due date. The
application form is
available at all photo-
copier shops of the uni-
versity.

said, adding that limited
seats are available.
The scholarship
award, and its continu-
ity is subject to ap-

PESHAWAR, Pakistanisecurity officials inspect the scen of the explosion of an improvised explo-
sive device (IED) on a roadside in Peshawar, Pakistan, 05 December 2023. At least seven people
including three children were injured in an explosion targeting police personnel and took place on
Peshawar’s Warsak Road.

PMIC emphasizes completion of PIMS
HVAC project by Dec 20

ISLAMABAD (INP): A to the PMIC for effective
team of the Prime supervision, said a press
Minister’s Inspection release. The inspection
Commission inspected team that visited the

and PWD in the light of team’s visit on Novem-
directions issued in the ber24.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

the delayed project of ~project, comprised PMIC
installation of heating, Member Zahir Shah and | The Executive Engineer Roads CWPP&H Department District
ventilation, and air con- ('u-upled Member Harnai invites sealed bids from eligible bidders who can prove their
ditioning (HVAC) plant Safdar Ali, Director | elibiy and qualficaion as menton nthe bicding docurments for
at Pakistan Institute of Muhammad  Saleh | e works mentioned below. The estimated cost and other

information of works are as under: percentage lender based on
Composite Schedule of Rates 2018, Govemment of Balachistan
amendod up-to-date from intorested cortractors  firms for the work
lsted below under BRPRARules & Tender complete etais please
visit httor/hwww bppre.gob pk . Bid Security @ 2%, Tender Fee

Medical _ Sciences
(PIMS) on Tuesday and
stressed for the comple-
tion of work before De-

Narcjo and Assistant Di-

rector Ahmed Waseem.
The team inspected

the ongoing work of the

cember 20. HVAC regarding installa- | Rs.1000/-A/C #C02716
Earlierprime minis-  tion of the centrally air | s.NoName ofWork E/Cost

ter had expressed grave
concerns over the un-
warranted delay in
completion of the PSDP
projects including “Re-
place and Upgradation
of HVAC Plant Room
Equipments and Allied
Works at  PIMS,
Islamabad” which led to
visit of PMIC’s team.
Following dissatis-
faction on the reports

conditioning system in
the whole buildings of
the hospital. PMIC
Chairman Brigadier (Re-
tired) Muzaffar Ali
Ranjha had assigned the
task to the inquiry team
headed by Zahir Shah
for persuad-
ing the project and en-
sure its completion at the
carliest. The PIMS ad-
‘ministration, the officers

1 CONSTRUCTION OF BLACKTOPROAD
SHAHEED MALAK GUL SHAH KHAN
CRICKET GROUND TONEW JALALABAD
HARNAILENGTH 0.61 KM (TSE-232412364643)
DEADLINE OF SUBMISSION: Technical znd finencial proposals
from
clearly marked with Work tile & type of proposal must be delivered
by hand or through registered mal o the address mentioned below
bidders or their
authorized representalives who choose to attend. The Second
“fnancialbids” of
1 quafed biccers il b opened on the same date. Bids Valdity:
Ninty (90) days Bid submission Tender opening Date is 01"
January 2023 Place: The place of ssuance, submission, inguirics

9,600000

from Ministry of Hous- of Public Works Depart- pering

ing and Works and Min- ment and

istry of National Health were present during the S5tV ERGIFRACFB
Services Regulations inspection. The team CWPPS&H Department

PRQ No.1119/05-12-2023
G gob (G 575k 1B

and Coordination, the
matter had been referred

observed the progress
made by the contractors

T
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Desalination plant & Pak-China Hospital:
Gwadar achieves major milestone

ISLAMABAD (INP): Inaugura-
tion of Desalination plant and Pak-
China hospitalisamajor milestone
inimproving the living conditions
of the local people in Gwadar.

It was a significant move for-
ward towards Gwadar’s progress
and strengthening of Pakistan

The projects signify the deepen-
ing ties and the strategic impor-
tance of CPEC for both nations.
With a budget of USD12.7
million, the Desalination plant car-
ries a capacity of 1.2 million gal—
lons of water. The project imple-
started in 2021 and

and China relations, Gwadar Pro
reported on Tuesday.

The Desalination plant in
Gwadar and Pak-China Friendship
Hospital were financially sup-
ported projects by the Chinese

govenment.

These were inaugurated by
Carctaker Prime  Minister
Anwaarul  Haq  Kakar,

Baluchistan’s carctaker Chief
Minister Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki, and the Chinese Ambas-
sador Jiang Zaidong

i the

completed successfully on No-
vember7, 2023

After years of neglect,
Gwadar's water crisis was finally
getting relief through the Water
Supply Project. The development
of a desalination plant will pro-
vide clean water to thousands of
homes in the region.

Under the visionary develop-
ment of Gwadar Port, the desali-
nation plant addresses water sup-
ply issues and creates employ-
ment _opportunities  within

they termed both projects a major
milestone and a significant step
in the development of Gwadar.

acrucial step for the
region's prosperity. The 1.2 MGD
Sea Water Desalination Plant at
Gwadar Port was a game-changer.

[ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Planning &
[Saced on Tuesday chaired a meeting toreview progress of Power sector at the Ministry.

The positive impact was not
only on water availability but also
the socio-cconomic landscape,
breaking the chains of bad gover-

nance.

The water desalination plant
has been done in collaboration
with Gwadar Port Authority
(GPA), National Engineering Ser-
vices Pakistan, and China Harbor
Engincering Company (CHEC).

Whereas, the Pak China
Friendship Hospital in Gwadar
with a budget of USD 100 million
has a capacity of 300 beds. The
civil work was started in Novem-
ber 2020 while the project was
completed in October 2023.

Pak-China Friendship Hospi-
talin Gwadarwill provide free and
high-quality treatment for resi-
dents. Ithas offered employment
opportunities regarding gynecol-
ogy, pediatrics & neonatal medi-
cine, and family medicine to the
coastal commumly as well.

Special Initiativ

Electricity bills shock consumers with hid-
den charges of up to 100 percent

ISLAMABAD (INP): A compre-
hensive inquiry by the National
Electric Power Regulatory Author-
ity (NEPRA) has found that dis-
tribution companies across the
country are sending excessive
bills to consumers. The report
found that the companies have
been charging up to 100 percent
additional charges from consum-

s,
The allegations come at a
time when power distribution

of the meter reading on the bill, in
some cases the picture was either
unclear or deliberate. has not been
done. Multan Electric Power Com-
pany (MAPCO), Lahore Electric
Supply Company (LESCO),
Quetta Electric Supply Company
(CASCO) and Sukkur Electric
Power Company (SEPCO)sent the
highest number of bills with in-
correct images to consumers dur-

are on a nation
drive against power theft.
According to media reports,
the inquiry was launched on com-
plaints of extra, excessive and in-
correct bills from customers
across the country in July and
August 2023. The report raised
questions regarding the entire in-
come of the discos. Which in-
cludes everything from meter read-
ing to billing and fines.
The inquiry found that the
amount charged to the consum-
ers was different from the picture

P!

being billed at the
above slab rates, which are cus-
tomers who use less than 200
watts per month for at least 6
‘months continuously.

According to the law, meter
readings must be done for not
less than 30 days or not more than
30 days, but Nepra found that
more than 1 crore 37 lakh domes-
tic customers were sent bills for
more than 30 days during these
two months. While 3.2 lakh cus-
tomers were sent charges as per
the above slab as a result of over-

due bill and as a result of this ini-
tiative 840 thousand customers
left the protected category, while
52 thousand 800 customers were
non-lifeline. Moved into the cat-
egory, customers who consume
up to 100 kilowatts per month are
termed "lifeline".

According to the report,
Mapco alone sent overbills to 79
lakh 90 thousand consumers in
July and August, Gujranwala Elec-
tric Power Company (Gepco) to
16 lakh 50 thousand consumers,
Faisalabad Electric Supply Com-
pany (Fesco) to 11 lakh 90 thou-
sand consumers, LESCO 11 lakh
70 thousand, Hyderabad Electric
Supply Company (HESCO)7 lakh
30 thousand 105, Sepco 3 lakh 26
thousand 249, Peshawar Electric
Supply Company (PESCO) 3 lakh
13 thousand 596, Kisco 1 lakh 64
thousand 987 and Islam Abad
Electric Supply Company (ISCO)
sent excess bills to 45 thousand
850 consumers, this data is for 9
out of 11 di: 5

China-speed, State-of-the-art facility in DGK,
boasted production capacity to 6,500 tons

ISLAMABAD (INP): In an
impressive feat, SINOMA
HCRDI accomplished the
swift construction of Fauji Ce-
ment Company Limited’s
(FCCL) Greenfield Cement
Manufacturing Plant within a
record 13-month timeframe,
marking a pivotal milestone for
FCCL as they successfully
commissioned the state-of-the-
art facility in Dera Ghazi Khan,
boasting a production capacity
of 6,500 tons per day of clin-
ker. The Embass; (fohind in
a post on its X
actenzed the rapid compleuon
as “an amazing China-Speed,
with the joint efforts of both

countries’ engineers”.

The plant, located in the
Shadan Lund area of District
Dera Ghazi Khan, was com-
missioned last Thursday.

According to FCCL’s
statement, the commencement
ofthe operation of the new line,
the total cement production
capacity of the Company has
been increased to 10.6 million
tons per annum and it estab-
lished FCCL’s position as the
3rd largest Cement producer
in the country.

This project includes
of-the-art manufacturing
equipment and also includes
emissions control features and

a Waste Heat Recovery
Power Plant.

“The addition of this
Greenfield Cement Plant atan
extremely impoverished area
of Shadan Lund in Southern
Punjab will not only provide
livelihood to the locals butalso
help in major uplift of the area,”
reads FCCL’s statement, ac-
cording to Gwadar Pro.

It is apt to mention that
SINOMA HCRDI has also
established the 3rd line of ce-
ment manufacturing, with a
capacity of 6,500 tons per day
of clinker, at FCCL’s existing
site in Nizampur, KP in Octo-
ber2022.

UETTA: Sardarzada Faisal Jamali meeting Caretaker Home
Minister Zubair Jamali

ISLAMABAD: Tl

leader of Dawoodi Bohra Ce

Sayedna Mufaddal Saifuddin,|

along with a delegation called on Caretaker Prime Minis ter Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

Biden's top official in India to discuss plot to
kill Sikh leader Pannun on US soil

WASHINGTON (INP): In a
significant development
strongly indicating India as a
rogue state and a threat to glo-
bal peace, US Deputy National
Security.

Adviser Jon FinerledaUS
delegation to New Delhi on
Monday to see progress on the
formation of an investigative
panel to probe a plot to assas-
sinate a Sikh leader on the US
soil.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, the White
House in a statement in Wash-
ington on Monday said, "Finer
acknowledged India's estab-
lishment of a Committee of
Enquiry to investigate lethal

plottingin the United States and
the importance of holding ac-
countable anyone found re-
sponsible".

Last week, the US Justice
Department alleged that an
Indian government official di-
rected an unsuccessful plot to
assassinate a Sikh activist on
US soil, while it announced
charges against a man ac-
cused of orchestrating the at-
tempted murder.

US officials have named
the target of the attempted
murder as Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, a Sikh Khalistan
leader and dual citizen of the
United States and Canada.

In response, India ex-

pressed concern about one of
its government officials being
linked to the plot, from which
it dissociated itself, as being
against government policy.

India said last week it
would formally investigate the
concerns aired by the US, and
take "ne ry follow-up ac-
tion" on the findings of a panel
set up on November 1

News of the incident came
two months after Canada said
there were "credible" allega-
tions linking Indian agents to
the June murder ofanother Sikh
separatist leader, Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, in a Vancouver
suburb, a contention India has
rej ected.

Petroleum sales in Pakistan
plummet 16%

ISLAMABAD, Dec 05 (INP): The
sale of petroleum products in Pa-
kistan has decreased by 16% on
an annual basis, according to a
report released by the Oil Compa-
nies Advisory Committee
(OCAC).

In the period from July to
November2023, the sale 0f 64 lakh
50 thousand tons of petroleum
products was recorded in the
country, which is 16% less than
the same period of the last finan-
cialyear.

The highest decline was
seen in the sale of residual fuel oil
(RFO), which is used primarily in
power production. RFO sales de-
creased by 24% compared to the

first half of financial year 2022.

The decline in petroleum
product sales is due to a number
of factors, including the economic
downturn that the country has
been going through, as wellas the
government's efforts to reduce the
import bill.

In contrast to the decline in
petroleum product sales, the re-
tail price of cement in the country
recorded a slight increase on
weekly basis during thelast week.

According to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics, the average
retail price of cement per sack in
the northern regions of the coun-
try was recorded at Rs 1,271 in
the week ending November 30,

which is 1.55 percent higher than
the previous weel

The increase in cement prices
is due to a number of factors, in-
cluding higher input costs and
increased demand.

A general downward trend
was recorded in the price of
pulses in the country during No-
vember.

According to the monthly
report of Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics, the average retail price of
dal masoor was recorded at Rs
320.98 per kg during November.

The decline in pulse prices is
dueto anumber of factors, includ-
ing increased supply and lower
demand.

CHAMAN Robbers under the custody of Chaman levies

Punjab govt raises learner's driving
licence fee to Rs1,000

LAHORE (INP): The Punjab gov-
emment, ina highly unwise move,
has decided to raise fee of
learner’s driving licence from Rs60
to Rs1,000.

The raise in fee was ap-
proved during the 33rd meeting
of the provincial cabinet held here
on Tuesday, with caretaker Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi in the
chair. The fee will be applicable
from Jan 1,2024.

The cabinet also decided to
raise fee for LTV (light transport
vehicle), HTV (heavy transport
vehicle) and PSV (public service
vehicle) licence, while the citizens
ofthe US, Canada and other coun-
tries can apply online and will be
charged $100 as license fee.

The cabinet also approved
the transfer policy for MBBS and
BDS students in government
medical and dental colleges. Un-
der the revised policy, students
will be able to transfer from high
grade merit to low grade merit col-
leges. The Punjab cabinet has ap-
proved allotment of state land to
landless farmers of Cholistan. It
has been decided to give 344,000
acre to landless farmers - 12.5 acre
each farmer. The land willbe allot-
ted at anominal rate.

To provide better health fa-

cilities to prisoners, the provin-
cial cabinet entrusted the manage-
‘ment of prison hospitals to the De-
partment of Primary and Second-
ary Health.

The cabinet also approved
funds to double the number of
nursing students in Punjab and
the establishment of a manage-
ment committee for the Institute
of Public Health, Lahore.

The plan to renew the con-
tract between the Specialized
Healthcare and Medical Educa-
tion Department and the Recep
Tayyip Erdogan Health Trust for
the management and operation of
Regional Blood Centres of Multan
and Bahawalpur was also ap-
proved.

The government also de-
cided to upgrade the Children's
Hospital, Faisalabad, to the sta-
tus of a medical institute under
the Punjab Medical and Health
Institutions Act 2003, while the
Multan Institute of Kidney Dis-
cases will be established as PKLI-
2 for South Punjab.

‘The caretaker provincial cabi-
net also approved setting up of a
committee for the selection of vice
chancellors of the University of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences of
Lahore

Bugti condemns blast
near Peshawar school

ISLAMABAD (INP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for In-
terior Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
Tuesday strongly condemned
the explosion near the school
on Warsak Road Babu in
Peshawar.

Expressing deep sorrow
and regret over the injuries of
innocent children in the blast,
he said that no effort should be
spared in the treatment of chil-
dren and other injured.

Sarfraz Bugti prayed for
the early recovery of those in-

jured in the explosion, espe-
cla.lly children,

and said that children were
the future of this country and
theywould be protected at any
cost.

By targeting innocent chil-
dren, the terrorists have proved
their cowardness, he said add-
ing that such cowardly acts
could not sabotage peace and
prosperity in the country.

The interior minister said
that the elements involved in
the incident were indeed pun-
ished and the entire nation was
united to eliminate terrorism
completely from the country.




