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Pakistan On IMF Agenda On January

QUETTA: Caretaker Federal
Information Minister Murtaza
Solangi stated on Friday that Pa-
kistan was on the agenda of the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF), as reported by Bloomberg,

dressing a news conference at

Quetta Press Club (QPC), Mr.
Solangi mentioned that the care-
taker government had imple-
mented several initiatives to im-
prove the country’s declining
economy.

The rupee appreciated
against the dollar, and the Karachi
Stock Exchange brokeall records
by reaching 66,000 points the
other day.

“This reflects our commit-
ment and reforms in the economic
sector,” the minister emphasized.

No excuse to delay
the elections:
Murtaza Solangi

Balochistan Caretaker Infor-
mation Minister Jan Achakzai and
President QPC Khaliq Rind were
also present on the occasion.

The federal caretaker infor-
mation minister reiterated that the
count

was all set to hold general
clections on February 8,2024. “No
excuse, we are ready to hold fair
and transparent elections as per

11: Murtaza Solangi

Syed Ali Shah:

the constitution of Pakistan,”
Murtaza Solangi stated.

He said the caretaker govern-
ment would provide all financial
and administrative support to the
Election Commission of Pakistan
to conduct fair and transparent
elections in the country. “We
would hand overa comparatively
better government to the next ad-
ministration after the polls,” he
maintained

The Government
Committed to Address
the issues faced by the
QPC and journalists:

Murtaza Solangi

The caretaker information
minister stated that he visited PTV
Bolan, and on December 17th, a
Hazaragi language program would

also be launched. This was a long-
standing demand of the Hazara
community in Quetta.

Murtaza Solangi emphasized
that the present government was
committed to addressing the is-
sues faced by the QPC and jour-
nalists working in the province.

“I'am a journalist, and I can
understand the difficulties faced
by the journalist community,” he
stated.

BHC Takes Action Against
SSGC Over Unjustified Charges

Syed Kaleem Shah:

QUETTA: In arecent consti-
tutional petition hearing, Justice
Muhammad Kamran Khan Mulla
Khail and Mr. Justice Shaukat Ali
Rakhshani of the High Court ad-
dressed concerns raised by con-
sumers against Sui Southern Gas
Company. The case highlighted
issues such as new charges in
bills, inadequate gas pressure, and
load shedding

The petitioner, Syed Nazir
Agha Advocate, presented a com-
pelling argument, citing a previ-
ous court decision on illegal
charges imposed by the company.
The court had ruled against the
removal of gas meters without
consumer presence and empha-
sized fulfilling legal requirements.

Increased Burden of § to

Empowering Youth Against Corruption: ACEB
Seminar in Balochistan

QUETTA, December 8,
2023: The Anticorruption Es-
tablishment Balochistan
(ACEB) took a bold step for-
ward in the fight against cor-
ruption by hosting a seminarat
the Sikandar Jamali Auditorium
in Quetta on Intemational Anti-
Corruption Day.

Themed “Promoting Citi-
zens’ Participation in Strength-
ening Accountability and Gov-
ernance in Society,” the semi-
nar prioritized empowering
youth to play a pivotal role in
combating corruption.

Mr. Abdul Wahid Kakar,
the Director of ACEB,
stressed the importance of self-
accountability as a critical mea-
sure in eradicating corruption.
Heurged participants to cham-
pion concrete decisions within
government departments, em-
phasizing public interest and
development.

Mr. Kakar also acknowl-
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support in ACEB’s institutional
capacity-building program.
Director General of the
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) Balochistan, Zafar
Igbal Khan, underscored the
joint efforts of ACEB and

NABin corruption.
Advocating for a universal
anti-corruption system,

Mr. Khan encouraged
citizens to report corruption
cases. He commended the Ac-
countability Laband ACEB for
their awareness-raising initia-

tives.

Caretaker Minister for
Home and Tribal Affairs in
Balochistan,

Mr. Zubair Jamali, high-
lighted the vital role of youth in
anti-corruption efforts. On In-
ternational Anti-Corruption

a led for a commit-

9Tk d Rupees Per
Bill for Consumers

—_

ries and expensive vehicles used
by its officers. The judges ex-
pressed concern over dispropor-
tionate billing, noting variations
in charges between Karachi and
Quetta consumers.

Unjust Charges for
Balochistan’s Gas Con-
sumers as Compared to

those in Karachi and
Islamabad

Syed Nazir Agha Advocate
presented evidence of inflated
bills in Balochistan, where con-
sumers were charged significantly
more than those in Karachi and
Islamabad for similar gas con-
sumption. The court urged an ex-
planation from the company on
this matter. The judges hinted ata
deumon under Article 158 of the

Despite court orders, the
company continued its practices,
prompting further legal action.
The recent hearing, on a petition
filed in 2022, focused on the addi-
tion of fixed and standard charges
in November and December 2023
bills, resulting in an additional
burden of 8 to 9 thousand rupees

the
nccd for justice. They also di-
rected district authorities to
promptly address road damage
caused by gas pipeline installa-
tions in Quetta. The court ad-
Jjourned the hearing to December
21,2023, indicating a forthcoming
judgment on the case. With con-
sumers eagerly awaiting the de

per bill for During the
proceedings, the court ques-
tioned the company’s financial
chims, pointing out the high sala-

sion, th could have f:
reaching implications for the Sui
Southern Gas Company and its
billing practices.

the rights of
common people and empha-
sized the adherence to rules
and regulations by government
servants.

The seminar, attended by
government officials,
academia, civil society mem-
bers, and media representa-
tives,

showcased a collective
commitment to rooting out cor-
ruption in Balochistan.

The event illuminated the
importance of youth empow-
erment in fortifying the
province’s anti-corruption en-
deavors.
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Lahore: PML-N

on Friday said his
party does not desire
to win elections and
form a government but
demands accountabil-
ity. “The nation
should know that
those who used to cry
‘thief” are thieves
themselves, the big-
gest thieves. [...] This
is our demand,” he
said at a PML-N par-
liamentary board meet-
ing in Lahore. “Our
demand is not to form
governments  after
winning elections and
then roam about in big,
cars,” the former pre-
‘mier stressed, saying
that while the PML-N
was determined to
serve the country, it
also wanted the truth
to be brought in front
of the public.

“Who ruined the
country? Who
brought the country
to this point today?
Why are the poor
starving today? [...]
All these things are
eating up the country.
There should be ac-
countability. “We are
not sitting here to get
into government, we
want the well-being of
the country and the
250 million people liv-
ing here,” Nawaz as-
serted. “Pakistan is
going through a tough

supremo Nawaz Sharif

PML-N demands accountabil-
ity, not power: Nawaz Sharif

time today and we have created
these difficulties ourselves. We
punished the people who wanted
to serve the country and brought
forth those who were playing an
evil game,” he claimed in an ap-
parent reference to ex-premier
Imran Khan. The PML-N leader,
without taking any names, said a
person was brought to power who
knew nothing about politics,
economy or foreign policy. “He
only talked about ‘Riyasat-i-
Madina’ but didn’t know any-
thing about *Riyasat-i-Madina’ in
the true sense,” he said.

Nawaz went on to say that
the “biggest corruption scandal
inthe history of Pakistan™ was the
£190m case and that there was “no
doubt about it”. The case alleges
that Imran and Bushra Bibi ob-
tained billions of rupees and land
worth hundreds of kanals from
Bahria Town Ltd for legalising
Rs50 billion that was identified and
returned to the country by the UK
during the previous PTI govern-
ment. Last week, the National Ac-
countability Bureau filed a refer-
ence in connection with the case.
“This biggest evidence is that
they waved a sealed envelope [in
binet meeting] and asked for
on it. At least show us
side the envelope [...]
but they took approval by put-
ting on blindfolds,” Nawaz
claimed. He further highlighted
that the Supreme Court had re-
cently ordered that an amount of
Rs35 billion, which was remitted
to theapex court’s bank accounts
maintained in the name of the SC
registrar in the Bahria Town
settlement, be transferred to the
federal government. News Desk

Quetta Administration Seizes
10 Tons of Ephedrine

Manan Mandokhai

QUETTA: In a decisive
move against illicit activities,
Assistant Commissioner City
Abdullah Arif spearheaded a
coordinated effort resulting in
the seizure of a substantial 10
tons of Ephedrine by the
Quetta Administration.

The operation, carried out
by a team of dedicated law en-

d the

forcers under Arif’s leadership,
marks a significant break-
through in curbing the illegal
trade o

determination to eradicate the

menace of illegal substances

from the region.
C 819

Assistant Commissioner
Led The Levies
The Assistant (,ommls-

Quetta Di-
vision, Hamza Shafgaat took to
social media network X and
praised the levles personnel for

sioner,
tive efforts, emphas:zed lhe
commitment of local authori-
ties to maintain law and order.
The successful operation un-

q of
narcotics. The administration
has intensified its efforts
against illicit drugs in Quetta
and other parts of the division.

Mir Quddus Bizenjo Joins
PPP

From Our Correspondent :

KARACHI: In a surprising
political development, a cadre of
influential electables has joined
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
bolstering the party’s strength
ahead of upcoming elections.
Notable among them is former
Chief Minister Mir Quddus
Bizenjo, marking a significant shift
in alliances as he joins forces with
the PPP.

This move follows the foot-
steps of his political rival, former
Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan.
who recently aligned with the Pa
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz

(PML-N). The entrance of these
influential figures into PPP’s fold
is expected to reshape the politi-
cal landscape, setting the stage
for a compelling electoral contest
shortly.

Mir Sikandar Umrani, the
former Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP) ministeralso joined the PPP.
However, Mir Shafiq ur Rehman
Mengal also held negotiatior
with PPP decision-maker Asif Ali
Zardari.

However, Mengal has not
made any formal joining of the
PPP.




EDITORIAL

Saturday,December,09,2023

According to Climate
Change Performance In-
. . . . . dex (CCPI), Pakistan is
SSGC: Why this discrimination |3t mox wierbic
1 3 change. Pakistan will
with Balochistan ? Fae 520 il annua
Editorial: los
— . . The greenhouse
As the winter sets in, the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) comes | gas emissions of Paki-
into the limelight. Based on its track record, complaints regarding no | stan are 0.7% which is
gas pressure, and low gas pressure against the company are nothing | nearly negligible. Green-
new in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan. house gases are result-
Currently, Quetta, Kalat, Ziarat, Pishin, Mastungand other parts of | ing in the increase in
Balochistan are under the grip of dry cold weather. However, most of lcmpmfurcoﬂhcplaﬂcl
the residents of these areas are deprived of a gas supply. In Quetta, the P Kist "
SSGC officials manage to make sure the provision of gas supply to | | akistan receive
0 of I cavy rainfall in this
posh and VIP areas, whereas, the poor and the marginalized neighbor- [ /<0 o Le
hoods remain deprived of the facility. L was followed by extreme
However, the situation turns from bad to worst in Ziarat, Kalat, [ flash floods in many
Mastung and Pishin when it comes to the gas supply in chilly weather. | parts of the country. The
Residents of these districts complain that SSGC has crossed QESCO |3 provinces Khyber
in terms of unannounced and prolonged load shedding. Pakhtun khwa(KPK),
Last year BHC declares ‘other charges’ null and void Sindh, and Balochistan
Consumers also complain about receiving increasing bills fromthe | particularly received
SSGC every winter. Thanks to the Balochistan High Court (BHC), heavy rainfall and
which declared the company’s “other charges’ in every bill a null and damages are recorded in
void last year. . ] . the Balochistan prov-
Despite the court’s clear instructions, the consumers have been | jnce.
getting high bills. Awell-placed source in the company told this daily | Balochistan is the
that more than 80 percent of gas meters are tampered with/ faulty.
Now the question arises, meters tampered with without the knowledge | M08t Vulnerable
of the company, or some “black sheep inside the company are complicit | to climate change:
in this regard? _
SSGC has to put its own house in order
The answer is simple, the company has to put its own house in
order prior to take action against the consumers stealing gas.

o

Balochistan is the
most vulnerable prov-
ince of Pakistan to cli-

mate change. Many times
this province has faced
different types of natural
disasters due to climate
change.

Drought is the ma-

jor threat to Balochistan

as Barkan the district of
Balochistan faced a pro-
longed drought of 22
months from 1999 to
2002, and Quetta experi-
enced severe droughts in
2000, 2004, and 2008
During this monsoon
season, Balochistan
faced extreme floods in
almost every part of the
province.

The floods swept
away dams and de-
stroyed the buildings,
houses, roads, and
bridges in Balochistan,
KPK, and Sindh. The
communication links
were destroyed by the
merciless waves of the
flash floods. This re-
sulted in the breakdown
of physical communica-
tion between the prov-
inces.

The provinces faced
food shortages, as all of
the roads were broken
and the bridges col-
lapsed. Train service was
also suspended due to

Vulnerability of Balochistan Pakistan to Climate Change

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

the collapse of a bridge many precious human
in Bolan, a district of _lives. Most of them were " .
Balochistan. Punjab is children, women, and aﬁsghme"‘ inthe water
also facing smog and ~ aged men ..
heatwave as a result of  The provincial gov-  Pakistanasa
climate change. Some- ernment and Federal developingcountry
times the density of government seemed
smog becomes such very weak to cope with  needsthe coopera-
high as the transporta- the situation.  tion of the Interna-
tion system remains us- Balochistan’s govern: o) el
pended even for days.  mentcalled forthe Paki- ~ tional community
Balochistan  ~ stan Military to be sta- ™ paian's cconomy
i . P y
totally paralyzed  food-affected areas of 5, amy based on agri
due to flood:

must ensure zero en-

. the province in order to change is adversely af-

handle the unwanted in- fecting its crops. Climate
The flood waves cidents. The National change is having an im-
destroyed the infrastruc- - Disaster Management pact on the seasonal
ture in Balochistan. The ~ Authority(NDMA) and  conditions of Pakistan in
primary source ofincome vaim,ialDisdstsr Man-  which summers will get
forBalochistan’s85per- a ¢ e m e n t longer and winters will
cent population is agri- Aulhonty(PDMA) need be shorter. Pakistan is
cultural. Floods de- to make disaster man- economically weak and it
stroyed crops on large agement plans to handle is difficult for the coun-
scale, and people faced such situations. It try to fight climate
cconomic issues. Lifein should highly train its change. Asadeveloping
the province was totally  employces o that hu- SO, it has limited re-
paralyzed as it faced a man lives can be saved. SOurces and poverty is
prolonged Sui gas sus- Dams must be built on SPread alloverthe coun-
pension, no electricity,a  emergency bases to pre-
shortage of food items, vent floods and store

The average daily
and no mobile network.  water for drought-like <O °|f{,"rﬁ’ﬁ1"?f‘o“ half

The government an- situations. of the population is
nounced 7 days holiday The dam construc- highest  emitters of
for all educational insti- tion work should be greenhouse gases are
tutions in the province, strictly supervised to in-  developed countries. In-
due to the continuous crease the construction  terestingly only 10 coun-
floods. quality of the dams. The  tries emit 68 percent of
The floods claimed provincial government the greenhouse gases.

In this whole situation, when this daily tried to take an official ver-
sion of the company. We were simply told the Public Relations Officer

(PRO) of the company is based in Karachi. Gas was explored from India ,S MuSlim pl"ec al‘iat

Balochistan’s

Sui tehsil of Dera Bugti in 1952. Industries and factories developed | By Ashraf Jehangir Qazi:

through the same supply over decades.
Balochistan is yet to get the position of PRO in the company. This CFNTLY Prof
step-motherly treatment of Balochistan must be stopped and consum- 3 N o
ers in this part of the country should be treated like consumers else- [ Christophe Jaffrelot, an
where. authority on India’s
Muslims, spoke on “The
. . Plight of Minorities un-
Mathematics and science |¢ e i
Institute of Strategic
Studies, Islamabad. He
painted a sombre pic-
ture.
sands of subscribers level to then be able to Since 1947, India’s
and some of the videos move towards good qual- [ “democracy™ had
have been watchcd ity graduate [ evolved through the
come up — private and i programmes, here and | Gandhi/Nehru phase of
mostly in the not-for- technology (ED-Tech) abroad, and make career | “conservative democ-
profit sector — that are  companies have also choices based on avail- | racy”. to a post-Mandal
working for the larger been focusing on math- ability. This cannot hap- [ more inclusive democ-
awareness of mathemat- ematics and science pen without the govern- | racy, to today’s BIP-
ics and science and the leachmg more than lan- ment. Science education | dominated “ethnic de-
joys of understanding guages or other sub- is expensive. University | mocracy”. This ethnic
and pursuing them. jects, and theirsubscrib- science education is [ democracy had evolved
There are lots of as- ers number in the hun- quite expensive. Though | from Savarkar’s Hindu
tronomy societies one dreds of thousands too. some private universities | rashtra (Hindu state) to
hears of; science melas These are all extremely have come up with sci- | Modi’s Hindu raj (Hindu
keep happening across welcome changes, and it ence programmes, it is | rule.) ~ Accordingly,
the country; there are is wonderful to see the more lucrative engi- | India’s Muslims had
mathematicsand science  young minds engage neering and computer | been marginalised insti-

By Faisal Bari:

ONER recent years. a
ot of organisations have

competitions going on, with and that | tutionally,
as well as science fairs science. are more often offered | and educationally.
that take place regularly But this interest will - and heavily subscribed Statistics from 1978

inschools. Mathematics need to be nurtured and  to. Basic science educa- | to 2016 showed the num-
circles have become a developed as well. The tion, the backbone of | ber of Muslims in the In-
well-known phenom- socicties, muscums, any applied work that [ dian Administrative Ser-
enon and there are vari- fairs, melas,and contests needs to be done later, | vice was around four to
ous STEM (science, can improve students’ will requirestate support [ five per cent, although
, engineering of math- and patronage. This, for | Indian Muslims were
and mathematics) ematics and science to the moment, is almost | 14.5pc of India’s popu-
projects being carried an extent. They can completely missing. lation. In the Indian Po-
out that not only raise awaken the curiosity and Most public-sector | lice Service Muslims
mathematicsand science  interest of children and universities are short of | were amere2to 2.5pc.
awareness amongst stu-  tell students of avenues, resources. But it is not The only institution
dents, but also engage other than engineering just the issue of re- | where Indian Muslims
teachers  through and medicine, that they ~sources. Even ifthey had | exceeded their percent-
teacher training as well canpursucifso inclined, the money, the gover- | age of the population
coacl and  but weneed educational nance mechanisms of ails! As for
mentoring initiatives. A programmes that will public-sector universi- | the judiciary, there were
science museum has then allow them to fol- ties are very broken. | onlyone ortwo Muslims
also been setup byapri- low through. We need From the way we appoint | among the 30 justices of
vate sector entity. ‘many more undergradu-  vice chancellors, to the | the supreme court of In-
Anumber of viogs, ate and graduate way faculty recruitment | dia. Although Jaffrelot
blogs, audio and video programmes of good is carried out, to how we [ did not mention it, Mus-
channels have also quality thatallow young set work incentives and | lims in the Indian military
sprung up around math- people to read math- promotion rules for fac- [ have been reduced from
ematics and science ematics and science ulty, and how faculty- [ a third at partition to 2pc
learning. Some of these ~ subjects in more detail student interaction is | today. However, he men-
have hundreds of thou- and at a high enough managed. tioned the bureaucracy

of occupied Kashmir as
being “de-Kashmirised.”

Politically, the ruling
BJP which won two land-
slide electoral victories in
a row did not have a
single Muslim in parlia-
ment. After the BIP de-
feated the Samajwadi
Party in UP the Muslim
percentage in its assem-
bly went from 17pc to

It has been a similar
story in the other states
of India. West Bengal
and Kerala have been
partial exceptions. De-
spite the rise of the BJP
in the south it does not
rule in any of its five
states and accordingly
the Muslims are rela-
tively better represented
in their assemblies.

Economically, the
Indian Muslims have
only 9.5pc of India’s
wealth, whereas the
Hindu upper castes
(Brahmin and Bania),
with less than half the
population of the Mus-
Tims, have 36pc.

Moreover, there is
no difference in the per-
centages owned by so-
called Muslim upper and
lower castes, indicating
amore or less wholesale
communal exclusion
not unlike the plight of
Jews in Nazi Germany
even if widespread vigi-
lante violence against
Indian Muslims is still of
alower order.

The lack of access
to government jobs is a
primereason for the pov-
erty of India’s Muslims.
Accordingly, 64pc of
Muslims are either self-
employed or work as ca-
sual labourers. Indian
Muslims arc by and large
not part of the ‘salariat”

of India! The Dalits and prejudice againstthem s placating domestic pub-
Other Backward Castes less virulent. This is to- lic opinion rather than
of India have represen- tally impractical. Asked ~doing anything about it.
tation in the salariat whetherimproved India- Sincerity in this re-
mainly as a result of the ~ Pakistan relations could ~gard would require Paki-
BJP’s “positive discrimi-  help improve the lot of stan to first address its
nation” to break the tra- India’s Muslims, he did  own minority rights situ-
ditional dominance of not think so because ation in accordance with
the upper caste anti-BJP - Modi had dramatically the Holy Quran, the
Hindus of the south. changed India’s charac-  Constitution of Pakistan,
Educationally, the ter. and the International
Muslims are also losing Secular democratic  Human Rights Charter.
ground. InKeralagradu- inclusivity could no As for minorities in
ates among Hindu upper longer compete with Pakistan, we should
castes are 22pc whereas Hindutva exclusiveness honestly ascertain the
amongMuslims itis 4pc.  and majoritarianismas a relevant facts from our
In UP the percentage for  vote-getter. The Con-  religious minorities such
Hindu upper castes is gress party was adjust- as Hindus and Chris-
50pc whereas for the first tians; ethnic minorities
time ever graduates ity. (Modi’s Indiahas in- such as the Hazaras,
among  upper-caste deed realised the fears of - Baloch, Brahui, Chitralis,
Muslims have declined Abul Kalam Azad that Pakhtun, Sindhis, etc;
from 14pcto 12pe. the partition of India and political parties that
Education provides would reduce India’s represent amassive ma-
access to the salariat Muslims to below the jority of Pakistanis who
and upward mobility but  status of Shudras!) ‘want democracy, instcad
educational co: Pakistan is legiti- of any practorian hybrid
the fact that Muslim stu- mately concerned with system which is thor-
dents have the fewest the plight of Indian oughly unconstitutional.

h prohibits I d Ind We should also
their access to an ad- pied Kashmiris, as well consult reports of the
equate education. as the communal and  Pakistan Human Rights

Urdu, moreover, is genocidal ideology of Commission and the
dyingin India. Only half Hindutva and Narendra UN’s international hu-
of the Muslims in UP—  Modi. The international man rights organisations
the home of Urdu — community iswellaware to know our ranking
speak and read it. Urdu of Modi’s India. The among nationson minor-
has become the lan-  West, particularly the US ity rights.
guage of the south, be- and the UK, while criti- In 1972, the Intema-
cause of Hyderabad, cal of India’s genocidal tional Commission of Ju-
and of West Bengal be-  human rights violations rists stated “there is a
cause Mamata Banerjee ~ against Muslims ignores  strong prima facie case
panders to her Muslim them because India is that particular acts of
voters. considered an ally genocide were commit-

Comment: In Paki- against China. This ted against the Hindus”
stan we often tell cach Islamophobic hypocrisy — who were our East
other we must save Pa- needs to be condemned Pakistan compatriots in
kistan as it is our only in no uncertain terms. 1971. Shamefully, there
country. In Modi’s India Tragically, as a fail- have been no proper in-
the vast majority of ing state, Pakistan has vestigations, apologies
Muslims have no coun- forfeited the possibility ~or criminal prosecutions.
tryto call theirown. This  of having a globally in- In these circumstances,
is their plight. fluential voice. Accord- merely discussing minor-

Jaffrelot suggested  ingly, discussing India’s ity rights in an “enemy’
their only hope may lie dismal minority rights country is no measure of
in relocation to the recordbecomesanactof our concemn for human
south of India where ~self-indulgence aimed at ~rights.

Will polls matter?

By Aasim Sajjad Akhtar:

et again. Other bigpar-  worsen, largely because ‘ideology of Pakistan’.
T powers that be. {ies-the PPP most nota.  of reckless c%e\'yelopmenl The disastrous policy on
have declared that gen-  bly, are also lobbying to policies. It is telling that Afghanistan since Au-
eralelections willbe held carve out space for barely 18 months have gust 2021 shows how
on Feb 8. Ask any sea- themselves in the post- passed since a third of little can be expected to
soned observer, how- election order. So the Pakistan was under wa- change. Relatedly, we
ever, and they will tell question is:will elections  ter and no one is talking will continue to hear the
you that there is still a really do anything to about the 2022 floods usual rhetoric about Pa-
dark cloud hangingover change the lives of anymore. Mind you, if kistan and the Muslim
what is supposed to be Pakistan’syoung, work- Pakistanirulersare indis- world, but we’veall been
democracy’s single most ing masses? tinguishable when it witness to the
important event. None of our bour- comes to producing di- spinelessness of our
The reasons are ob-  geois parties has an eco-  sasters through their ex- and other Muslim — rul-
vious: the establishment nomic programme to propriation ofnatureand ers vis-a-vis the geno-
is not yet convinced that  provide livelihoods and  dispossession of work- cide in Gaza. Don’t be
ithasculled the PTI Fran-  dignity to working ing people, then the surprised if the next
kenstein that it happily people. They are prima- COP28 dramais proving government makes at-
brought to life and to rily interested in keeping that this is an affliction tempts to normalise ties
powerin 2018. Sorepres-  creditors like the IMF of ruling classes globally.  with Isracl, as dictated by
sion and dirty media and Gulf kingdoms Pakistan’s place re- the US and Gulf king-
leaks continue. We happy while ingratiating ~ gionally and globally will doms. The peripheries
should know soon oligarchs like Malik Riaz. ~still be shaped by impe- will continue to burn.
whether the selectors They willtow neoliberal  rialist logics without,and  What has happened re-
feel the need to extend orthodoxy around militaristic nationalism cently in Kech is just the
the date again, but when- privatisation, while within. Every once in a latest in the cycle of
everthey do happen the ~ building more mega in- while there are noises brutalisation in
elections will produce frastructure even where  from parties likethe PML-  Balochistan. The arrest
establishment-shaped it is not needed. Public Nand even theestablish- and  treatment of
results. It is now old education and health ment that they want Manzoor Pashteen
news that the PML-N will deteriorate further peace with India. But this shows there is no change
and its returned leader while casualisation of is belied by the per- towards Pakhtun youth
Nawaz Sharif are labour, especially for ceived patronage of ex- who have peacéfully
chomping at the bit to youth, willintensify. The tremist elements and been challenging the to-
become junior partner ecological crisis will tired invocations of the talitarian logics of

counterterrorism. Di
fection in Sindh, Gilgit-
Baltistan, Kashmir and
the Seraiki belt may take
different forms but will
certainly not be kept in
check by sloganeering
about a unitary Muslim
nationhood.

Right-wing ideology
will deepen its roots in
society. This will be re-
flected in the cynical alli-
ances that mainstream
parties make to win poll
contests and also in the
organic growth and
spread of groups as dif-
ferent as the TLP, JUI and
TTP. Iam nota pessimist
but do not believe that
one should paint an un-
realistically rosy picture
of what we face even if
the constitutional re-
quirement of holding
elections is met. I do be-
lieve, however, that the
poll exercise at least pro-
vides an opportunity for
anti-establishment
voices to go out and
convey their message to
the voting public.

Philosophy of Islam

By Munir Ahmed Sheikh:

. Islam is a complete way are meant for. The trag-
1 11vE in Canada bur of life. ltrasesqhequecy- edy of this approach %
often visit Pakistan. I tion of which of the fol- that a Muslim may do
notice two types of dif- lowing explains our cur- every bad thing con-
ferences in how Islam is ~ rent malaise. ceivable, but be happy
practised in the two First, is it that Islam i their belief that they
countries. The first is a can’t be a way of life in ~are practising Islam and,
much wider range of the modern world? Sec- ~despite their sins, will go
racti Canadathan ond, is it that we don’t straight to heaven. I call
in Pakistan. The second seem to understand Is- this balance-sheet Islam:
ismuch less tolerance in  lamanymore, compared ~ the danger is that the
Pakistan for those who to the generations of a more you practise rituals
do things differently. few centuries ago, dur- without the slightest
There is another ing and after the thoughtofwhatthey are
stark difference that Prophet’s time? Or s it for, themore you may feel
should be obviousto all: - that Islam, the way we you have huge positive
the contrast between the understand it, is just fine  assets that give you a li-
glory days of Islam start- and we don’t follow cence to do every con-
ing with the Prophet enough of it? ceivable bad thing. In
(PBUH) becoming the Whicheverofthese this scenario, religion
head of state in Arabia, explanations iscorrectis cannot be the positive
when Muslims were a fundamentally critical to ~ force it was meant to be.
force to be reckoned theMuslims’ placein the Let me put my pre-
with, and today when modem world. liminary thoughts on the
the Muslim world is in a In the absence of table to answerthe ques-
state of utter chaos. any critical thinking on tion I posed here to kick-
This raises the the bigissues, I find the start a conversation.
question of how Islam  Muslim world taking the My understanding
relates to the sorry state easy way out: living in ofIslarn, based on many
we are in today. 1 am the modem world but years of serious re-
puzzled nobody asks tagging Islam to it by scarch, is based on tw
that question since we practising a set of ritu- fundamental princip
have always been als without any under- first, thereis an underly-
taught to believe that standing of what they ing purpose.
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1. Selflessness

2. Integrity

3. Objectivity

4. Accountability

to scrutiny to the pul

5. Transparency

6. Openness

7. Honesty

STOP

CORRUPTION

YOU GAN RUN
BUT YOU CANT HIDE

"l.lnlted Against

A Call for Integrity"
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‘Govemmart of Baochistan

"Break the Chains of

Embrace Transparency"

Should take decision solely in terms of the public interest and should not
do so in order to gain financial or other material benefits for themselves

Should not place themselves under any financial or other obligation
which influence in the performance of official duties

Should make choicss n mert ncanying outpubli busness,
appointments and awarding contracts etc.

Should make them a:lcoumable for their decisions, actions that open

Should perform the tasks as per rules that are visible to everyone

Should be as open as possible about all the decisions and actions taken and give
reasons for their decisions. Restrict information only in the wider public interest

Should prefer public interest on personal interest

a\\

——
8. Meril

Should be based on ability and talent rather than class, privilege or wealth
——

9. Leadership

Should promote and support h ip by example.
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OGDCL discovered huge oil and gas re-

serves in Sindh province

ISLAMABAD, Decem- West No. 2 and 360 Daily our hydrocarbon reserves but

ber 08,2023: Oil and Gas De-
velopment Company Limited
(OGDCL) has successfully
recovered gas and condensate
from Daras West Well No.
located in Tando Allahyar Dis-
of Sindh Province as a
result of an aggressive explo-
ration strategy. Vast deposits
have been discovered.*“* Daras
West Well No. 2 in which
OGDCL as operator with
77.5% stake and GHPL as
operator with 22.5% stake.
This well, drilled to a depth of
2081 meters, resulted in this
major oil and gas discovery.
According to the details, 85
lakh standard cubic feet of gas
perday (8.51 million) fromwell

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Mi

ing a Press Conference.

crude oil production has been
achieved. These impressive
results were obtained using a
choke size of 32/64" ata well-
head flowing pressure of 1947
pounds per square inch (psi)
from the Lower Grove Sea
Sand in the Exploratory
Zone.““Ahmed Hayat Lak,
MD/CEO of OGDCL ex-
pressed his satisfaction with
the results and said, “This dis-
covery underlines the commit-
ment of OGDCL to achieve
national energy security.
OGDCL remains steadfast in
its to |

also contribute to Pakistan's
energy and economic
prosperity."“The success of
the said well is testament to
OGDCL's aggressive explora-
tion strategy and commitment
to the expertise of the
company's own experts. The
discovery of Dars West Well
No. 2 not only adds to
OGDCL's hydrocarbon re-
serves but will also increase the
overall energy resources of the
country.

Which will also cause a
significant reduction in govern-
ment in terms of

innovative strategies and tech-
nological expertise. This dis-
covery will not only strengthen

annual oil and gas and will also
help in reducing the ongoing
gas crisis in the country.

ter for Interior Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti dur-|

World’s conscience over Gaza Killings by I

raeli forces questionable: President

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi has said that
world’s conscience over the
bloodshed by Israel in Gaza
and unabated human rights
abuses in Kashmir was ques-
tionable and the world was
committing the biggest mistake
by not treating all humans
equally.

Addressing an event on
Fridayheld in connection with
International Human Rights
Day, the president said the way
the innocent children and
people were being killed in
Gaza would have a long-last-
ing impact on peace as it would
be difficult for the sufferers to
forget such brutalities.

First Lady Samina Alvi,
diplomats from various coun-
tries and representatives of In-
temational NGOs attended the
event.

Dr. Arif Alvi said that be-
ing a developing country, Pa-
kistan was evolving regarding
human rights but humanity still
awaited the powerful nations
to respect the human rights
being violated in Palestine and
Kashmir where thousands of
people had been killed with a
significant ratio of women and
children. He called for aworld
order with no room for wars
and humanitarianism should
override vested interests. In-
stead of promoting the narra-
tive of civilized wars, the
United Nations should pursue
the goal ofno wars in the world,
he added.

The president said hu-
manitarianism could not get
strength in world affairs com-
pared to the vested interests
that led to the wars based on
the self-serving justifications of
the powerful nations. He said
that Pakistan was a well-leg-
-vis human

islated country vis

rights backed by the constitu-
tion and human rights declara-
tion and emphasised the will to
ensure legal justice, financial
equality, empowerment, and
mainstreaming of women as
well as the differently-abled
people.

Dr Alvi appreciated the
role of Human Rights Minister
Khalil George, Chairperson of
the National Commission for
Human Rights Rabia Javeria
Agha and said Pakistan’s in-
stitutions had made remarkable
progress regarding legislation
and the attitudinal changes to-
wards human rights.

He told the gathering that
in case of any human rights
violation, Pakistan’s state and
Jjudicial system took prompt
action against those respon-
sible for human rights violation
and the people also discour-
aged such acts.

The president said the
world had witnessed immense
development but it remained
unable to address the eco-
nomic disparity.

He told the gathering that
no religion allowed discrimina-
tion on the basis of class, creed
and color but it was yet a chal-
lenge faced by the world.
Caretaker Federal Minister for
Human Rights Khalil George
said that Pakistan was playing
an effective role promotion of
human rights and peace. He
said that the Pakistani minori-
ties carrying out their religious
practices and celebrating their
festivals manifested a sense of
freedom and security in the
country.
He told the gathering that
the government had not only
condemned incidents like
Jaranwala, but also brought
those responsible to justice.
Contrarily, in the neighboring

QUETTA Caretaker Federal Minister for i d

country of India, Christian girls
were stripped naked and pa-
raded around the city under the
auspices of the state.

Federal Secretary for Hu-
man Rights AD Khawaja said
the ministry told the partici-
pants that the ministry was tak-
ing steps to ensure the protec-
tion of the rights of all citizens
including minorities. He said
that currently National Com-
mission for Human Rights, the
National Commission for
Rights of Women, National
Commission on the Status of
Women were playing anactive
role at the national level while
the work on the establishment
of the National Commission for
Minority Rights was going on
rapidly.

UNDP Country Head
Samuel Rizk said that the
UNDP had been working with
the human rights ministry to en-
sure the implementation of UN
resolutions on human rights.

He said Human Rights
Day was observed annually on
December 10 to maintain hu-
man dignity at the global level
and to raise awareness among
people about human rights.

The Day is also aimed at
preventing violations, creating
a sense of responsibility and
awareness among the people
about their rights, especially
women and children. Chair-
person National of Commission
for Human Rights Pakistan
Rabia Javeria Agha said that
despite the limited resources,
the Commission processed
3400 complaints and issued 12
reports on various issues re-
lated to women.

She called for joint efforts
by all relevant stakeholders in-
cluding institutions and NGOs
to ensure the protection of
women’s rights.

M Sol:

ling DGPR Information Cell along with Caretaker Provincial Information Minister John Achakzai.
Information Secretary Imran Khan, DGPR Balochistan Mohammad Noor Khetran are also present

is inspect-

[KARACHI: Caretaker ane M
bers of the P

ster Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a meeting of prominent mem-

renowned

and investors.

Collective efforts of all stakeholders successfully
brought economy back on track: Kakar

ISLAMABAD (INP): Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar has said that the collective
efforts of all stakeholders have
successfully  brought the
economy back on track.

He expressed these views
while addressing a ceremony
marking first auction of the Gov-
emment ljarah Sukuk Bond issued
by the Pakistan Stock Exchange.

The Prime Minister said the
investors have regained confi-
dence after successful signing of
a standby agreement with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, ex-
ecution of annual budget 2023-24
and improvement in fiscaland ex-
ternal accounts.

He congratulated all stake-
holders on auction of the Govern-
ment Tjarah Sukuk through PSX.

He also lauded current per-
formance of Pakistan Stock Ex-
change and said that it has an im-
portant role in national economy.

The Prime Minister said ini-
tially, Pakistan's economy faced
multiple challenges at the start of
2023-2024, but the government
addressed structural and macro-
economic issues to rectify the situ-
ation.

Hessaid the bullish sentiment
in the stock exchange become
possible by an improved
economy, the participation of for-
cign investors, a high yield, and a
stable exchange rate.

Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar reiter-
ated the government's commit-
ment to fostering an environment
that nurtured the resilience of the
capital market, recognizing ts criti-

cal role as a stabilizing force that
absorbed shocks and steered the
economy toward stability. He also
called for making efforts to build
a capital market that reflects eco-
nomic strength.

Addressing the ceremony,
Caretaker Finance Minister
Shamshad Akhtar welcomed the
Prime Minister to launch Govern-
ment Sukuk Auction through Pa-
kistan Stock Exchange. She said
the ljarah Sukuk is a monumental
and innovative product being
launched for first time beyond the
State bank which has total con-
trol over government securities.
The Prime Minister, also rang the
gong of the stock exchange said
it did not only herald the market
transactions, but also a symphony
of progress and prosperity.

TDCP launches campaign to highlight
achievements of women migrants

RAWALPINDI (INP): The Tour-
ism Development Corporation of
Punjab (TDCP) in collaboration
with "The Migrant Project" on
Friday launched the awareness
campaign "Promotion of Women's
Voice in Migration Decision Mak-
ing" in Allama Iqbal Park
Rawalpindi.

Ms. Nigar Nazar, the first
Asian woman cartoonist, winner
of the Presidential Award and the
program organizer of Gogi Studios
conducted the opening cer-
emony.

The convoy of campaign par-
ticipants reached Model College
for Girls (Post Graduate) F7/2
Islamabad by tourist double-
decker bus. The competition was
held to mghhgm the stories, chal-

(QUETTA: Caretaker Provi

lenges and achievements of
women migrants.

‘The goal of this multi-faceted

iti the

thanks to this character, she is
engaged in efforts to highlight
various women' . He also
i i visual bro-

was to
voice of those whose stories
needed to be heard. Ms. Soumia
Sohail, the focal person of the in-
stitution, delivered the welcome
specch, whike Ms. Nigar Nazar, the
first Muslim woman cartoonist
who spoke on various social is-
sues in Pakistan and abroad, gave
a special presentation. Empower-
ment is the need of the hour as
women are multi-talented.

He said that she is a strong
supporter of women empower-
ment, gender equality and femi-
nism, Her comic character, Gogi,
portrays women's issues in an
impressive visual manner and

participants of the 39th Annual Radiology Conference.

chures and souvenirs among the
students. Gogi Studios team mem-
bers Namir, Areba, Dr. Sajjad, Nabil,
Farwa, Sajjad and Zal Huma were
appreciated for the successful
conduct of the awareness cam-
paign. Islamabad Model College
for Girls (Post Graduate) F7/2 Prin-
cipal Professor Dr. Fauzia Tanveer
Shaikh delivered the closing re-
marks and appreciated the effe
tiveness of The Migrant Project
as well as the efforts being made
towards women empowerment.

Prizes were also distributed
among the winners in various cat-
egories of competitions.

cial Health Minister Dr. Amir Muhammad Khan Jogezai addressing the

Pakistan's exports to South China
surged by 65%

BEWJING (INP): In a significant economic de-
velopment, Pakistan has witnessed an extraordi-
nary 65% increase in its exports to South China
from July 2022 to October 2023, showcasing the
nation's growing influence in the region, said
Muhammad Irfan Trade & Investment Counsellor
at Pakistan Consulate in Guangzhou.

Trade and investment Counsellor said that the
surge in trade is particularly notable in key prov-
inces, including Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxi,
Hainan, and Hunan, which experience ‘remarkable
growth rates of 194%, 3%, 64%, 53%, and 117%,
respectively, China Economic Net (CEN) reported
on Friday.

He said that from July 2022 to Oct 2023 Paki-
stan exports to the south region were $334.88 mil-
lion whereas last year in the same period it was
USD 202.71 million which increased by 65% year
on year “Fujian Province, renowned for its robust
economy and strategic location on (,hlndb south-

from Pakistan. This growth is a testament to the
resilience of the trade relationship between the two
regions, emphasizing the mutual benefits derived
from their economic collaboration. Irfan said that
the province of Guangxi experienced a substantial
64% increase in imports from Pakistan, highlighting
the diversification of trade avenues and the effec-
tiveness of bilateral trade agreements.

“STAND AGAINST CORRUPTION, STAND FOR JUSTICE"

PREQUALIFICATION NOTICE (22

TSE#232411362622  Electronic Bids Only
Balochistan Provincial Assembly Secrstariat invites electronic
proposals as per Balochistan Public Procurement Regulatory
Autrority (BPPRA) Rulos, 2011 from experianced, registored and
veputed Vehicle Workshops/Firms having complete Setup in Quetia
for “REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF VEHICLES”, detailed in
Pre-Qualiication Document, forthe inancial year 2023-26. The pre-
qualiicafion proposals along wilh all necessary documents,
prepared i accordance wilh the inskuctions. menfoned in pre-

castern coast, witnessed an 194% surge
in imports from Pakistan during this period.

This remarkable growth can be attributed to
the strengthening economic ties between the two
nations and the increasing demand for Pakistani
products in Fujian. The main products imported
from Pakistan are Uncombed single cotton yarn,
Sesamum seeds, and seafood”, he added. He fur-
ther said that overall Pakistan's exports to China
also increased 41% from July 2022 to Oct 2023 worth
USD 1.23 billion whereas last year in the same pe-
riod it was USD 876.8 million. Guangdong, a key
cconomic powerhouseand amajor player in China's
export landscape, saw a steady 3% rise in imports

Tuesday the 26 December, 2023 11:00 am. The proposals wil be

of the partcipating fir(s) or their zuthorized representative in the
Procurement Cell room # 76 Balochistan Provincial Assembly
Secretariat, Balochistan Provincial Assembly Secretariat reserves
the right o reject any or al proposals as per provsions of BPPRA
ules 2014 withoutassigning any reason.
COMTACTINFORMATION: oephone Nurber 0515200079
EXi-338, 375 FaxNumber:  081-9202

Email Address: mmmmm@m_

Procurement Cell Balochistan
Assembly Secretariat Zarghoon

PRQ No.1140/07-12:2023
< T

b @ dprob § @ ochistan




