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Health Card Balochistan: 82% Patients Treated in

Private Hospitals
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a significant
milestone, 8217 patients from
Balochistan have benefited from
free medical treatment within just
40 days through the innovative
Balochistan Health Card initiative.
The program, operational in 150
hospitals across various prov-
inces of the country, has provided
a glimmer of hope to those in
need.

Caretaker Provincial Health
Minister, Amir Muhammad Khan
Jogezai, shared these remarkable
achievements in a press confer-

The statistics further high-
light a balanced distribution of
patients, with 18 percent receiv-
ing treatment in government hos-
pitals and the remaining 82 per-
centadmitted to private healthcare
facilities. This diverse approach
ensures that individuals from all
walks of life have access to qual-
ity healthcare.

32 Crore Rupees
Spent On Treatment
of Patients

ence held in with
healthcare professionals. Jogezai
revealed that an impressive aver-
age of 205 patients are availing
themselves of medical services
daily, a testament to the initiative’s
immediate impact.

To date, the financial commit-
ment to this noble cause stands
at 32 crore rupees,

reflecting the dedication of
the caretaker government to pri-
oritize the health and well-being

of its citizens. Jogezai acknowl-
edged the efforts of the previous
government in attempting to in-
troduce health cards in
Balochistan, expressing gratitude
while izing the

public convenience,

aNational Databaseand Reg-
istration Authority (NADRA)
verification call center was inau-
gurated. This center will play a

they faced.

Jogezai emphasized the tan-
gible relief provided to impover-
ished patients through the issu-
ance of health cards, effectively
mitigating their financial burdens.
The initiative has not only facili-
tated treatment but has also
paved the way forincreased trans-
parency and accountability in
healthcare services.

NADRA Verification
Call Center Established

In a move toward enhanced

crucial role in post-d; fol-
low-ups, ensuring that patients re-
ceive continuous support and ad-
dressing any concerns they may
ave.

As the Balochistan Health
Card initiative continues to make
strides, Amir Mohammad Khan
Jogizai reassured the public that
efforts to improve the program
were ongoing.

He encouraged citizens to
share feedback, including any
complaints, to further refine the
system and ensure its effective-
ness in meeting the healthcare
needs of the community.

=

BAP Chief Condemns PTI’s Alleged Attempt to De-
lay General Elections

QUETTA: In a strongly-
worded condemnation,
Nawabzada Khalid Magsi, the
Central ~ President  of
Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP), criticized the Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) for what
he claims is the party’s attempt
to postpone the upcoming gen-
eral elections in the country.
Speakingat a news conference
held in Quetta, Mr. Magsi ex-
pressed his concerns over the
perceived tactics employed by
the PTIand other political par-
ties to delay the democratic
process.

Senate elections
are scheduled for

March 2024

During the press confer-
ence, Mr. Magsi highlighted
the significance of holding
timely elections, emphasizing
that the Senate elections are

scheduled for March 2024. He -

raised a crucial question about
the constitutional implications
if the elections are not con-
ducted as scheduled. The BAP
chief called attention to the
potential ramifications of any
delay in the constitutional sta-
tus of the electoral process.

Chairman Senate
Sadiq Sanjrani was
Also Present

Among those present at
the press conference were
prominent leaders including
Chairman Senate Sadiq
Sanjrani, Sardar Saleh
Bhootani, and Senator Khuda
Babar, all standing in solidarity
with Mr. Magsi’s stance.

hxpr&ssmg his astonish-

M Magsi referred to a
recent court order related to
the polls, questioning the tim-
ingof the order about the issu-

ance of the elections schedule.
“lamsurprised to see this,” he
remarked, adding a layer of
skepticismto the unfoldingsitu-
ation.
Questions Imperative
For Transparency in A
Democratic Country

cal maneuvering continues, the
BAP leader’s strong condem-
nation sheds light on the com-
plex dynamics surrounding the
electoral process in Pakistan,
raising important questions
about the adherence to consti-
tutional norms and the need for
transparency in the democratic
system. The unfolding events
are sure to capture the atten-
tion of both the public and po-
al observers as the country
navigates through these criti-
cal times leading up to the elec-
tions.

2 Heroin Addicts Injured In A
Hand Grenade Attack In Mastung

From Our Correspondent:

At least two heroin addicts
were injured in a hand grenade
attack in Balochistan’s
Mastung district on Thursday
morning.

Police sources said un-
known motorcyclists lobbed a
hand grenade at the two ad-
dicts in the Wali Khan Police

Station jurisdiction.

Theattack left two addicts
injured. Rescue workers were
quick at the spot and the ad-
dicts were shifted to a nearby
hospital for medical treatment.

Motive behind the attack
could not be ascertained imme-
diately.

PTT’s Sher Afzal Marwat ‘ab-
ducted’ outside LHC

LOHORE: PTI Senior Vice
President (SVP) Sher Afzal
Marwat was detained outside the
Lahore High Court (LHC) by uni-
formed personnel, the party said
on its X (formerly Twitter) social
media account.

Footage of Marwat’s arrest
shared by the PTI on X showed
policemen dragging him by the
collar as several lawyers tried to
stop them.

The PTI described the “ab-
duction™ as “absolutely shame-
ful” and said it represented “the
respect for courts in the eyes of
those in power”. The party also
urged LHC judges to ensure
Marwat’s safe recovery.

In aseparate statement, it said
Marwat’s arrest was a “manifes-
tation of the prevailing lawless-
ness in the country and the fear
and cowardice of the people in
power”.

“The aim of these unconsti-
tutional and illegal tactics is to es-
cape from the elections and im-

poseon ﬂ\cpub lic thow who were
brought under the ‘London
plan’” the PTI alleged, adding
that the “continued silence of the
judiciary” was encouraging such

illegal actions.

PTI Chairman Gohar Khan,
while speaking to media persons
outside the Election Commission
of Pakistan in Islamabad, also con-
demned Marwat’s arrest.

He said such actions against
the party would affect free and fair
elections in the country. PTI Sec-
retary General Omar Ayub Khan
said Marwat was apprehended by
Punjab police when he was
enroute to address lawyers in
Lahore. News Desk

PPP to field Bilawal for PM,
Zardari for president: Faisal Kundi

Karachi: PPP chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari will stand
forthe coveted role of prime min-
ister while his father and former
president Asif Ali Zardari will be
the nominee for president in the
upcoming polls, party information
secretary Faisal Karim Kundi said
on Thursday.

His statement comes days
after Zardari indicated that the
party had yet to finalise who it
would field for the role of the pre-
mier.

He had said the next prime
minister could be from the PPP and
that time would tell who it would
be when questioned if it could be
Bilawal.

“Bilawal can be the [candi-
date]and I canbe too ... Khurshid
Shah also says he can be made
[the prime minister],” he had
stated

Speaking to the media today
in Islamabad, Kundi confirmed
that Bilawal will be the candidate
for the seat of prime minister.

“Our wish will be that we re-
play 2018 scenario] and make Asif
Zardari the president,” he added,
possibly referring to the 2008 elec-
tions when Zardari was elected as
the president.

The leader also reiterated the
party’s oft-voiced stance that the
elections “should not be delayed”
beyond Feb 8, 2024 after Zardari
said that a delay of “eight to 10
days” would make no difference.

“It is better than selection
and becoming a laadla (favourite)
that we sit in the opposition,”
Kundi said in an apparent refer-
ence to PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif.

Terming formerally PML-N’s
politics as “drawing room poli-
tics”, the PPP leader wondered
why the “party that calls itself the
country’s biggest is running away
from elections”.

“If a party is this big, then
why does it talk about delay of
two months in the elections?” he
asked. News Desk

SJC gives Justice Nagqvi till Jan 1 to submit reply to
show-cause notice

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Judicial Council (SJC) on Thurs-
day directed Justice Sayyed
Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi, who is
facing allegations of misconduct,
to submit his reply to the show-
cause notice issued to him by Jan
L

Headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa, the
SJC comprises Justice Tariq
Masood, Justice Tjazul Ahsan,
Lahore High Court Chief Justice
(CJ) Muhammad Ameer Bhatti,
and Balochistan High Court
(BHC) CJ Nacem Akhtar.

It issued the directives as it
conducted open proceedings of
Justice Naqvi’s case after he filed
an application seeking the same.

On October 27, the SJC had
issued a show-cause notice to
Justice Naqvi in connection with
10 complaints lodged against him
and directed the judge to submit
areply within two weeks.

Ina preliminary reply submit-
ted on November 10, Justice
Naqvi had cited “serious preju-

dice™ against him and said CJP Isa,
Justice Masood, and CJ Akhtar
should recuse themselves and not
hear the matter.

On Nov20, Justice Naqvi had
contested the SIC proceedings
against him and also challenged
the show-cause notice issued to
himby the council, stating the ini-
tiation of proceedings was coram
non-judice and without lawful
authority.

Subsequently, the SIC had
issued a fresh show-cause notice
to Justice Naqvi, with a direction
to come up with his defence by
filing a reply within a fortnight.
On December 4, Justice
Naqvi had again approached the
apex court and expressed his in-
tent to pursue the constitutional
petition he had moved earlier seck-
ing to quash the revised show-
cause notice issued by the SJC.

On Dec 6, Justice Naqvi had
invited the attention of the SC
committee comprising three se-
nior-most judges to the silence
over his petitions challenging the
issuance of the show-cause no-
tice (SCN) despite the lapse of time
as stipulated in the Supreme Court
(Practice & Procedure) Act, 2023.

Justice Nagvi also wrote a
separate letter to the SIC secre-
tary, asking the latter to furnish
several documents without which,
the judge said, he would not be in
a position to prepare his reply to
the show-cause notice within
time.

In an open letter to the chief
justice and all top court judges
on Dec 12, Justice Naqvi had
stated that the treatment offered
to him by the SJC was “nothing
short of disgraceful”.

At the outset of the proceed-
ings, CJP Isa noted that Justice
Naqvi had filed an application
through his counsel Advocate
Khawaja Harris requesting open
proceedings. News Desk

Former PTI Member Mobeen
Khilji Defects to BAP, Signaling

Political Realignment
News Desk:

QUETTA: In a surprising
turn of events, Mobeen Khilji, a
prominent figure within the Paki-
stan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI), has offi-
cially joined the Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) This unex-
pected move by Khil

significant development, ndicat.
inga shift in political alliances and
prompting speculat bout the
underlying dynamics within the
political landscape.

The announcement was
made during a press conference
in Quetta, where Mobeen Khilji,
flanked by BAP leaders, declared
his decision to align himself with
the Balochistan-based political
party. The move adds an intrigu-
ing dimension to the political sce-
nario, as Khilji’s association with
PTI had been a notable one.

Nawabzada Khalid Magsi,
the Central President of BAP, wel-
comed Mobeen Khilji into the
party fold, emphasizi

party’s commitment to inclusivity
and diversity.

The BAP leadership high-
lighted the importance of collabo-
ration and shared goals in shap-
ing the political future of the re-
gion.




EDITORIAL

Friday,December, 15,2023

Balochistan needs motorway
not a ministry

Editorial
Balochistan needs a motorway, not a ministry in the federal cabinet as de-
manded by the ruling Balochistan Awami Party (BAP). The ruling party ex-
pressed reservations about its share in the federal cabinet during its lawmak-
ers’ meeting chaired by the chiefminister, Jam Kamal Khan

The party demanded a fair share in the federal cabinet and mentioned that
it has sufficient representation in the Senate and National Assembly (NA).
Simply, the party demands another federal ministry. The track record shows
ministries offer no panacea to the ills of Balochistan.

In fact, Balochistan that covers half of the country in terms of the area has
not a single kilometer motorway. Although, most parts of the country con-
nected through motorways from Islamabad to Peshawar, Lahore, Multan,
Faisalabad, Sukkur, and other cities. Linking Balochistan with the rest of the
country through a motorway was not and is not on the radar of governments.

Construction of motorways across the country has reduced the suffer-
ings of masses in Punjab, Sindh, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. However,
Balochistan has not been on the agenda of rulers with regard to the construc-
tion of motorways to enable its masses to cover long distances in short times.

awaz’s nationalist partners also fail to construct a motorway

Nationalist allies of former rulmg Pakistan Muslim League (N) failed to
launch of a motorwa; despite having cordial rela-
tions with former premier Nawaz Shanf Similarly, chief minister Jam Kamal has
repeatedly lamented that the province has not a single kilometer motorway.
But, he is yet to mount pressure on the federal government to convince it to
launch the construction of the motorway.

Motorway, for the people of Balochistan, seems to be day-dreaming since
the Quetta-Karachi highway, commonly called the “killer mgway" has not
been expanded, and work on its is yet to by The RCD
highway is a one-lane road that has heavy ftraffic as it connects the capital
cities of two provinces. Since its construction by Iran and Turkey under the
banner of RCD, it has never been improved, although the traffic has greatly
increased on this road.

Morcover, the lack of motorway police, except at some spots, is yet an-
other cause of concern. There are no checks by the traffic controlling agencies
on the 813km highway. Vehicle papers and driving licenses are not checked,
while there is no action against those who violate the safety rules.

The ruling BAP must come up with a demand for the construction of a
motorway to address the long-standing demand of the people of Balochistan
Indeed, this would be a great service to the people. For the federal govern-
ment, it must demonstrate responsibility to turn its words into action and bring
Balochistan at par with other parts of the country.

Baying at the moon

ByF.S. Aijazuddin:

THEN e term as prime minister in Sharif senior should
ewYearwasin- 024 Mani Shankar recognise that Modi is
vented for those who Aiyar (aCongressiteop- not the man Modi was in
need a day to bury ponent of Modi’s) has 2014-15. Then, Modiwas
wasted dreams. Each admitted thatthe Demo- an inexperienced prime
year, January heralds cratic Alliance led by minister who needed to
hope and then every Modi’s Bharatiya Janata demonstrate that he
December ends  Party hasan 80per cent could mature into a
shrouded in a winter of ~chance of returning to ~statesman. Since 2014,
disappointment. The power. Modi has arrived, and so
year2023 isno different. Aiyargiveshisown has his Bharat — eco-
Today, the interna-  team — the Indian Na- - nomically, strategically,
stands  tional D In- and extra-terrestrially.

polarised as never be- clusive Alliance — a Lord Krishna wanted the
fore. The schism be- 20pcchance. INDIAisa moon as his toy; India
tween the West and the recently formed com- has landed on it.
East, the divide between pression of 28 political A nuclear Pakistan
civic freedoms and au- parties, led by the may still possess the
thoritarian oppression, Gandhi-led Indian Na- technology to be a plau-
the chasm between hu- tional Congress. Its sible adversary, but can
man rights and unethical pointed objective is to it afford to sustain its
wrongs have deepened topple Modi’s govern- hostility?
immeasurably. ment. Itis not a secret that

“ommunities have In 1977, a similar every day it has to
been called upon to take ~ coalition (the Janata alli-  scrounge for money to
sides — for the Starsand  ance) was cobbled to- buy aviation fuel for its
Stripes and its 51st star gether by disparate par- nationalairline. Propelling
(the Star of David), or ties underMorarji Desai. a rocket to the moon is
against them. For or Its aim was to dislodge an expensive hobby. It
against genocide. In the then unpopular requires more than petty
today’s inversion of the pri ini i
Holocaust, this quota-
tion seems cruelly apt: ance succeeded; the IN- been assured— and if so,
“Our strength lies in our  DIA alliance will not as by whom — that his in-
intensive attacks, and it has nothing to offer tended overtures to India
our barbarity. After all, the Indian electorate will not be thwarted, yet
who today remembers other than a fourth gen- again? This time he has
the genocide of the Ar- eration Nehru/ Gandhi. no Clinton in the White
menians?” That voice Modi offers India the Houseto rescue him from
was Adolf Hitler’s. hubris of Hindutva and  another Kargil.

Against this back- the headiness of hege- More importantly,
drop of international mony. Somebelieve that  will Sharif be able to per-
strife, four crucial elec- Modi’sre-election could  suade PM Modi that the
tions are scheduledto be  reignite the embers that  UN resolutions on Jammu
held in 2024. In the brightened Indo-Pak re- & Kashmir are the pre-
United States, the presi- lations, follcwmg his condition to any Indo-
dential elections could ‘spontaneous’ visit to Pak talks?
bring a vengeful Donald - Nawaz Sharif’s home in After legislative ap-
Trump back into the Lahore in December proval by India’s parlia-
White House. In Russia, 2015. Nawaz Sharif de- ment, the Indian supreme
Vladimir Putin has an- clared that, if re-elected, ~court decision on Dec 11
nounced that he intends  he will persuade Modito has given Modi the final
to stand for reelection in  resume a dialogue be- benediction he needed. It
2024. When (not if) he tween Islamabad and has endorsed former PM
wins, he willbecome the  New Delhi—more pro- LK. Gujral’s observation
longest Russian ruler ductive than the ‘back that the J&K issue stood
since Josef Stalin. channel” which meets resolved even as it began

In India, Narendra outside the subconti- in 1948: “We could not
Modi has every inten- nent, and clucks give it, and you cannot
tion of winning a third eggless. take it.”

g

Has Nawaz Sharif

New climate finances

By Ali Taugeer Sheikh:

THE imat .. reduce methane emis- LDF, urged developed other partners. In other
climatesummitin - Goo o §568m to encour-  nations to fulfiltheir com-  words, the institutions

instruments. It reveals
the emerging trends in
the of their

the UAE had adramatic age investment in clean mitment of p di outside the
start:the Lossand Dam- energy manufacturing, $100bn in climate fi- MDBs® sphere will be
age Fund (LDF) was es-  and $467m forurban cli- nance, and more specifi- - expected to follow prin-
tablished, a pledge mate action. Alltheseare cally, it has taken the ciplesagreed atthe UAE
replenish the Green Cli- ~areas of primary invest- lead on financing for summit.
mate Fund (GCF) was ment interestto Pakistan. eradicating neglected Fourth, the World
made, and the UAE-led On_another track, tropical discases that will Bank launched an initia-
Declaration on Sustain-  the UAE banking sector worsen as temperatures ~ tive onglobal methane
able Agriculture, Resil- has pledged to leverage increase. The UAE and  reduction from rice pro-
ient Food Systems, and  $270bn in green finance the Bill and Melinda duction, livestock, and
Climate Action was by 2030. This private in- Gates Foundation have waste management at
adopted. These were vestment fund, called pledged $100m cach for ~the national or sub-re-
Pakistan’s major con- Alterra, is aimed at fi- climate-related health gional levels. Pakistan
cerns in climate negotia- nancing climate projects  risks. This complex land- joined the Global Meth-
tions. If followed, these ~ in countries like Pakistan. ~scape is indicative of the ~ ane Pledge in Glasgow in
developmentsalone can - COP28 president Sultan  international climate fi- 2021 and committed to
keep us busy until the AlJaber, who also heads nance architecture that cut methane emi S
next summit, slated for UAE’s national oilcom- has become an impos- by 30pc by 2030. The
the petro city, Baku. pany ADNOC, will chair ~sible maze to understand  World Bank has an-
There is more. Vari- the board of the new and traverse. From nounced that it will
ous other parties also fund. The Arab Coordi- Pakistan’s perspective, mobilise catalytic financ-
made financial pledges nation Group that in- four developments de- ing for scaling up suc-
on energy transition, cludes some countries serve closerexamination. —cessful projects in 15
agriculture and food se-  close to Pakistan will al- First, the multilateral - countries in the next 18
curity, water, urban plan-  locate $10bn to support development banks months, but Pakistan is
ning, disaster risk reduc- energy transition until (MDBs) have an- not on their list even
tion, the SDGs, regional - 2030. The critics are not nounced the adaptation though weare one of the
collaboration, and phil- ~clearhow many of these of existing frameworks to  world’s top 10 methane
anthropic commitments. commitments are new the new realities of cli- emitters. The World
Most, however, will seek ~ and additional, and how ~mate change by pausing Bank’s representative at
private sector leveraging and when these will be  (not cancelling) debt ser- the Pakistan pavilion
and partnerships. operationalised. Accord-  vice in case a country urged the government
This may not alto- ing to the Guardian, the faces an i of Punjab to p
gether be good news for amounts pledgedto LDF  disaster. Second, multi- engage and become the
Pakistan. We have for will cover less than 0.2 lateral climate funds (Ad- first country in the
years struggled to at- per cent of the amount aptation Fund, Climate queue.
tract foreign direct in- needed. In most cases, Investment Funds, the The level of our en-
vestment (FDI). Aseries  the exact funding targets  Global Environment Fa-  gagement in the coming
of internal institutional and mechanismsareun- cility, and the GCF) at ycars will determine the
and legal reforms are clear. A big concern for COP have adopted a  implications for Pakistan
needed for an enabling developing countries is joint declaration to sim- of the first three points.
environment for these how much ofthe financ-  plify their processes and  The 2022 joint report by
pledges to flow into Pa-  ing willbe in the form of ~ enhance direct access to  MDBs reveals their new
kistan grants and how muchin finances through joint lending architecture.
The total pledges loans that will increase ~programming, mobilising The report shows that a
amounted to over $57 their debt. The debate private sector finance, total of $60.9bn were lent
billion in the first four now centres around the and increasing funding to low- and middle-in-
days of the conference, growing financial gap: for climate adaptation.  come economies during
including $725 million how much of it will be Third, the MDBs the period and this in-
for LDF, $3.5bn for GCF,  covered by the domes- have signed at the cli- cluded, in the same or-
$2.7bn forhealth, $2.6bn  tic and how much by the mate summita co-financ-  der of magnitude, invest-
for nature-based solu- intemationalprivate sec- ing framework agree- mentloans, policy-based
tions, $2.5bn for renew-  tor investment? mentwith 16 financial in-  financing, credit lines,
able energy, $1.2bn for Pakistan has ap- stitutions to partner with ~grants, guarantees, re-
relief recovery and plauded the swift private financial institu- sults-based financing,
peace, another$1.2bn to  operationalisation of the ~ tions and cooperate with ~ equity, and other new

blended financing. This
breakdown is instructive
particularly for the eco-
nomic affairs, finance
and the Planning Com-
mission — key financial
decision-makers. The in-
ternational financial sys-
tem is dysfunctional for
large parts of the devel-
oping world. For Paki-
stan, it is the perceived
or realrisks that make the
cost of capital too high
to invest at the scale and
speed needed. How can
Pakistan design de-risk-
ing instruments to en-
sure availability and ac-
cess to climate finance?
Can Pakistan develop a
coherent strategy to
make climate funds
agents of transformative
change for the country
ratherthan accumulating
additional debt burden?

Since Pakistan is
presently not an attrac-
tive destination for FDI
and faces debt vulner-
ability, it is essential for
us to leverage a diversity
of funds, particularly by
‘mobilising domestic pri-
vate sector financing.
The State Bank of Paki-
stan needs to take the
lead in the coming years
and remove five barriers
to green finance: i) de-
velop a green taxonomy,
ii) use information dis-
closure strategies, iii)
promote financial mar-
Kets, iv) design effective
policy measures, and v)
facilitate cooperation in
green finance. If Pakistan
is to avail climate fi-
nance, the State Bank
will have to step up its
role, rather than waiting
for the outcome of the
COP.

What’s up at the stock market?

By Khurram Husain:

]N hink. 1is¢? Just ask a few cording to a research erythingto do with them
case you are think- - gin,ple questions. Firstof note put out by Topline ~riding a wave as prices
ing of jumping into the all, where s therise com-  Securities. across the system were
stock market given the ing from? You will notice The other sector adjusted to reflect the
sustained gains it has something. From Julyto that saw a very large reality under an IMF
seen since July, be sure the first week of Decem- jump inits profitafier tax ~ programme.
to ask yourself a few ber, the market rose by ~comprised the oil market- And since most
simple questions before ~ around 22,500 points. Of  ing companies, who re- large industry in our
youmake any decision. this, more than 14,000 portedPAT of Rs30bnin country, ~especially
I rarely write about ~ points were contributed the first quarter of this banks and energy com-
the stock market, and by two major sectors fiscal year compared to panies, rely almost exclu-
whenever I do, it is not only: banks and energy Rs844million inthe same ~ sively on government-
flattering. Especially not (I am including fertiliser period last year. That is administered prices for
when the marketisin the ~in energy). ajaw-dropping increase.  their earnings, they al-
middle of registering Automatically, you How did they manage most always benefit
massive gains. The rea- notice alopsided growth this? “This substantial when these prices are
son is simple. There is here. More than 60 per increase is primarily at- adjusted to reflect the
always a catch, and centofthe growthin the tributed to inventory marketreality.
rarely do retail investors market since July has gains,” the same note That is what has
come out ahead. come from companies says. happened since July.
The brokers are operating in two limited The bulk of the in-  The price of money, the
adept at selling stories. spaces only. Does this crease in the stock mar- price of energy, the price
They have one set of mean the economy is ket is coming from ad- of government debt, and
stories for when the mar-  booming? Or might it justments in prices, not = so on, have all been ad-
ketis rising, and another mean that something is innovation or economic justed to reflect market
set for when itis falling. happening in the world dynamism. Banks saw realities. One key price—
When it is rising, their of banking and energy one of theirmost impor-  the price of the dollar
story will tell you how  that is driving their eam-  tant revenue lines —net has not been adjusted in
these gains have only ings up? interest margins — grow  the same way, but it is
justbegun, how they still Banks and energy rapidly in preceding very likely that it too will
have a long way to go, companies have a high months as interest rates see an adjustment in the
and how the bad old weightage in the KSE were hiked to historic months ahead.
days are over. 100 index, so whenever highs, and suddenly the With all these ad-
When the market their earnings go up, or bonanza started to flow justments, the earings
falls, the stories will tell  their share prices move on all the government of all big industry have
you there was never a for any reason, they paper they picked up been similarly adjusted
better time to buy than move the index quite during this sharp rate because in almost all
this. When the dust sharply. Since July, the hike. Upstream oil and cases, they rely on re-
settles, you will be left overwhelming majority gas companies have turns as per a govern-
with the story and the of the reason why the their wellhead prices in- ment formula, often in-
broker will have your index has performed so dexed to dollars,and saw ~ dexed to the dollar.
money. Of course, there  well is due to these two their eamings rise as the If you entered the
are exceptions, imp sectors. Inthe first quar-  rupee was devalued. Go  stock market earlier this
tantones, but the major- ter of the fiscal year, from  through each of the sec- year, and have managed
ity of stock market bro- July to September, total ~ tors oneby one, and you  to ride this wave, you are
kers should be dealt with  profits after tax were re-  will find that their earn-  lucky. But if you are look-
cautiously. ported at Rs417 billion, ings growth has very ing at the performance,
So what makes me  of which Rs149bn alone little to do with anything and listening to the sto-
suspicious of the current  were from the banks, ac-  they have done, and ev-  ries your broker is likely

telling you, stories that
are designed to entice
you to enter, be very
careful.

You will need to
know how much more of
the price adjustments
will be reflected in future
carnings, and very im-
portantly, you will need
to know the direction of
the exchange rate, be-
cause very often what-
everreturns you make in
rupees are blown away
with one devaluation.

Be careful with the
brokers as well. Some of
them run a professional
shop, but they are not
large in number. For most
of them, their business
modelis to deal with the
money of a single, or
maybe two, high-net-
worth individuals.

All their trading is
designed to benefit that
client, and all retail cli-
ents are subordinate in
their trading strategy to
the interests of their pri-
‘mary client. This is how
they develop lyrical sto-
ries around certain
scrips, urging you to buy
is or that stock, be-
causemost likely they are
trying to generate buy-
ers for their primary cli-
ent. The economy is ad-
justing under an IMF
programme, and firms are
caught up in this process
too. In times like these, it
isnot a good idea to take
on morerisk, at least not
with your savings or
your nest egg.
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Wretched of the earth

By Abrahim Shah:

]N hi inal work, Juxtapositions. These tion. Colonising a terri-
s seminal work, “images, however, high- tory meant breaking the
The Wretched of the light a deeper tension minds of its inhabitants,
Earth, Frantz Fanon thatpermeates colonised instilling fear and a sense
paintsa dismalpictureof  spaces — one that goes ~ ofinferiority in relation to
the Manichean world of beyond the marked dif- the white ‘civiliser”
colonial Algeria. In the ferences in infrastruc- Central to this were
suburbs, large boule-  ture, public services, law notions of *primitive’ na-
vards run through and order. This tension tives who in all aspects
neighbourhoods, im- extends beyond the — culture, language,
parting a sense of calm physical, and spills over lifestyle — remained in-
and order. In contrast, into therealm ofthe psy- ferior to the colonisers.
the cramped streets chological, where it At its core, colonialism
home to the natives are draws a sharp distinc- was an exercise in
chaotic, plagued with tion between the human-  dehumanisation, denomi-
anomie, dissolution,and ity and individual dig- nating entire populations

lawlessness. nity of the native and in racist and offensive
Recently released  coloniser. terminology.
pictures from Gaza de- ForFanon, colonial- The dehumanisation

picting Palestinian men ism was as much psy- of Palestinian men re-
stripped and paraded in  chological warfare as it veals continuity in these
the streets reveal similar  was physical occupa- colonial thought pat-

terns. The Israeli De-  guilty simply onaccount black and brown male sympathy around the
fence Forces claimed the  of their race and religion.  population, undermining ~ world in terms of the vio-
men belonged to Hamas These denomina- any delineation at the in-  lence unleashed on Pal-
and had surrendered to tors of identity made dividual level Fanonand ~estine and the losses
the IDE. Inan instant, in-  them predisposed to vio-  Said allow us to don a suffered by Israel

dividual identities were lence and disorderin the lens which helps us see Dehumanisation
eroded. The men were eyes of the white the Isracl-Palestine con- and the systemic control
now part of a nameless ~coloniser, thus requiring flict in a different light. It of brown populations is
horde, their guilt prede-  surveillance and control. is not simply about na- not limited to this con-
termined and hence un- Notice again the tion states, the return of flict. The entire edifice of
deserving ofhuman dig- erosion of the black and  refugees or access to the modern ‘war on ter-
nity. Guiltis an interest- brown man’s humanity ~holy sites. At its core, the ror’, in fact, rests on
ing emotion in colonial and individualism. Heis conflict carries substan-  these Orientalist percep-
trauma, which Edward seen as more inclined tial reverberations forthe — tions. Thus, the pictures

bodies of brown men
seen as less than human.

On the flipsside, this
de--humanisat-i--on is
used to justify violent
in---vasions of sovcr—
cign coun-- Laura
Bush, then ﬁml Iadv of
the US. claimed when
she said America’s war
against Afghanistan
made Afghan women
“safer’ — overtly reveal-
ing lmpllcll Orientalist

Said explored more fully towards  violence, psyches of of ‘men being
than Frantz Fanon. Au- harbouring lust for white questions of human dig- paraded in their under-
thor of the seminal text women and posing a nity and how race and wear evokes the same
in post-colonial threatto thesocialorder, power continue to define ~ sense of melancholy and
thought, Oriental-ism, traits that make him less and shape humanity. hopelessness that ema-
the formerrevealed how human and more primal. This explains why the nated from Abu Ghraib
brown and black men These tendencies are conflict elicits such di- — the infamous sight of
were often identified as seen as ubiquitous in vergent responses and torture inflicted on the

to  view
brown, black or Muslim
‘men as dangerous.

These biases under-
pin the Patriot Act and
the mass surveillance of
Pakistani and Muslim
men in the US.




N ATION AL Friday,December, 15,2023

FIA launches TIP Hotline for reporting
human trafficking cases

ISLAMABAD (INP): provinces, also attended concerned at TIP facili- and harmonized ap-
For firsttime in the coun- ~ the ceremony. tation centerwouldsend proach to reporting
try, Federal Investigation Shireen Malik Sher, complaint against the across the country, he
Agency (FIA) on Thurs-  Additional Director, FIA, traffickers to the con- said adding it was not
day launched a national who is the focal person cerned police stations just a system but a cata-
Trafficking In Persons of the project, worked across Pakistan with a lyst for change, thus en-
(TIP) Hotline for national ~ under the supervision of ~ single click and traffick- hancing the capacity of
referral mechanism and ~ Israr Ahmed Khan, Direc-  ing victims will be re- FIA to address Traffick-
management information tor Anti-Human Smug- ferred to the concerned ing In Persons compre-
system (MIS) for the gling Directorate of FIA  departments for welfare, hensively. Speaking on
general public to ensure and accomplished the she added. Addressing ~the occasion, the Austra-
the provision of service Project in a very short the audience, DG FIA, lian Deputy High Com-
tovictims of human traf- ~ span of time. The project Mohsin Hassan Butt missioner lauded the ef-
fickingunder one roof,in  was funded by Austra- ~said National TIP Hotline ~forts, put forth by FIA
collaboration with the lian High Com: project for National Re- and ILO to launch this
International Labour Or-  through International ~ferral Mechanism repre- application which would
ganization (ILO). Labour Organization sented apivotalmoment be a revolutionary step
Director General (ILO). Shireen Malik in the fight against Traf- towards warding off the
FIA Mohsin Hassan, Sher, sharing the main ficking In Person crimes. menace of human traf-
along with ADG Immigra-  features of the project, Acknowledging the  ficking in all its forms.
tion, FIA, country repre- told APP that this was periodic reporting by the In the concluding
sentative of UNOD! the first-ever initiative Governmentof Pakistan remarks, DG FIA Mohsin
Australian Deputy High which would have the on international obliga- Hassan Butt

Commissioner, Director mechanism to ensure a tions, this system repre- profound gratitude for
O T Patmeatadutson prommt responce- s semed im tvotionary e Uniod Soion onee | Rurnours of forced labour stands baseless,

g
3

ISLAMABAD: Outgoing Resident Coordinator of United Nations in Pakistan Julien Harneis calls on|
President Dr Arif Alvi,at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

other dignitaries, senior receiving the complaint ~stride towards a more on Drugs and Crime . . .
FIA officers from the _on hotlie, the official _coordinated, efficient. (UNODC). Uyghur Muslims enjoy prosperity
(o ISLAMABAD (INP): forced to drink unsafe the role of China’ voca- and professional train-
5

Rumours of forced waterthatposesahealth tional education and ing It has completely
labour stand baseless, hazard. training centers. Having ~ changed their lives.
as the Uyghur Muslims Eventually, with the ~trained there, Uyghur In 2022, Gashi
are enjoying prosperity, financial support of the Muslims are becoming ~County cultivated plums
Gwadar Proreported on  Chinese government, well-equipped with mod-  (including apricots and
Thursday. the safe drinking water ~ern skills to fit for merits ~ plums) over a total area
Ample provision uf prujccl was established j of 450,000 acres, with a
employment opportuni- in 2019 and the drinking sisalsotherole fruiting arca of 230,000
ties, professional train- water problem was of China’s vocational acres, making it the
ing programs, abundant  solved in 2020. Talking education and training country's largest pro-
municipal facilities and  to “Jiashi Drinking Wa- centers. After receiving duction and marketing
mainstreaming  are ter Safety Engincering training there, Uyghur base for plums.
among the main reasons  Project” Director Han Muslims have been The Industrial Park
for the socio-economic Huskies, he noted thatit equipped with many represents a total invest-
growth of the local is an important step to- modernskills to adaptto mentof 380million yuan
Uyghur Muslims, who ward raising living stan- theworkplace.” Another and spans a total plan-
account for 98% of the dards and helping milestone achievement, ning area of 364 acres,
total population of people escape poverty. which has proven to be with a construction arca
Kashgar, China’s “After the drinking h in the of q meters.
Xinjiang Uyghur Au- water safety project for lives of local Uyghur It encompasses existing
tonomous Region. urban and rural areas of Muslims, is the opera- ~scientificand technologi-
As a Pakistani jour- Jiashi County was com- tion of the Jiashi County  cal research and devel-
ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Planning and Special Ini nalist and President of ~pleted, all the drinking  Yuejia Plum Industrial -opment areas. planting
[Sami Saced launches the reports of National Time Transfer of Account & Provincial Transfer Ac-| | Think Tank “Institute of - waterpumped wells were  Park. Jiashi County demonstration areas,
[counts in collaboration with UNF PA and PIDE atlocal hotel. International Relations made defunct, further Yuejia Plum Industrial cold chain warchousing
and Media Research”, saving the groundwater Park is located in and sorting areas, pro-

US House launches impeachment inquiry duringmy visitto * “Tiashi resources and protect- Yingbaili Township, 4.8 cessing and pmduumn

. . . Drinking Water Safety ing the ecology,” he kilometersaway fromthe areas, and support ing

Engineering Project”, I added. county seat and 15 kilo- ~ services, among other
agaIDSt PreSIdent Blden noticed two important Hesaid thatwith the ~meters away from Kamai  functional areas. The aim
WASHINGTON (INP): distract from the federal funding government --  Speaker Mike Johnson [ points, which allowed solution to the drinking Expressway. It has con- s to establish a modern
The US House of Repre-  criminal trials facing his  while obsessing over and other members of [ me to understand how water problem, Jias] venient transportation  Plum Industrial Park in-

®

sentatives  voted almostcertain challenger ~scoring political points ~Republican leadership. | the local Uyghur Mus- economy is booming, ~and providesjobs forlo- ~tegrating scientific r

Wednesday to formalize Donald Trump. ahead of the election "The American | lims live and work in and the catering and cal Uyghur Muslims. ~search, teaching, train-
animpeachment inquiry The vote of 221 to "Instead of doing people deserve an- [ peace and contentment —tourism industrics are Contrary to the venom-  ing, processing, cold
into PresidentJoe Biden, 212 was along strict anything to help make swers," they said in a | under the guidance of changing with each ous rumors in the West ~chain, warehousing, and
escalating Republicans’ party lines, with every Americans'lives better, joint statement. "This | the local leadership.  passing day, about Uyghur forced la- _ logistics. Upon comple-
battle with Democrats  Republican voting for it they are focused on at. impeachmentinquiry will | Jioshi County is a - Answering  the bor, as a Pakistani re- tion, the industrial park
ahead of the 2024 clec- and every Democrat tacking me with lies,” help us find them." county under the juris- question, he said local porter, I witnessed and is expected to have the
tionna move Biden him- _ against. Conservatives - Bidensaid inastatement, Hunter - Biden. | gicijon of Kashgar City, Uyghur Muslims are met Uyghur Muslims in — capacity (o grade 100,000
selfsiammmed asa "base- _ accuse Biden's trovbled . [n;[eadl:)fdomg rvfo:edub'muc Personl | g Uyeur Autono- also beneficiary of em.the Jashi County Yocjia tonnes of fresh fruts,
jess” stunt. son | unterof fluence- - their job on the urgent e and business deal- | 1,0 g egion, northwest - ployments inthe project.  Plum Industrial Park who  store 23,500 tonnes of

Republicans, seizing on  peddling -- effectively work' that needs to be — ings have becomea mag- | M! re 23,500 )
Biden's son Hunters trading on the family done, they are choosing negl for right-wing con. | China Most workers and offi- ha";. been l;”‘"k‘“ﬁ ac- fresh fruits, and provide
controversial interna- name in pay-to-play to waste time on this spiracy theories and me- There was once a_ cials are Uyghur Mus-  cordingto theirown will - seasonal employment
tional dealings, have yet ~schemes duringhis busi- bascless political stunt dia investigations, is- | lack of drinking water lims, he added. and who believein work-  for more than 5,000
to provide evidence of ness dealings in Ukraine  that even Republicans in  sucd an angry statement | here. Localresidents are Here comes also _ing conditions, wages people.

corruption by the presi- and China, The allega- Congress admit is not in Washington. "My fa-

dent, and the Demo.  tions against Hunter supporid by facs”  ther was not financially Economy developing, still need to improve trust of

cratic-led Senate would Biden refer to incidents President involved in my busi-

be unlikely to convict  that took place before his Blden *continues o ness” he said. 1 i 1tuti i Mi i

him even if the inquiry ~father became president, - stonewall lawful Con- A Yale-trained law- fOI'EIgIl lIlStltllthIlS, investors ian Zahid

did lead to an actual im- and the White House i yerand lobbyist-turned- [ KARACHI  (INP): ensure policy continu- Hussain further said IMF,

peachment trial. has stressed there has today's vote of the full artist whose lifc has been | Chairman of National ity and stability and that the IMF and other not only the do-
Regardless, thepro-  been no wrongdoing. House of Representa- marred by personal trag- | Business Group Paki- boosted investor confi- international organiza- mestic problems will be

cedure guarantees Re- Biden himself re- tives authorizing the in- - edy, alcoholismand crack | tanPresident Paki- dence while seeking to tions were satisfied reduced, but also the

publicans a new, high- sponded immediately af- quiry puts us in the cocaine addiction,
profile platform to attack ter the vote, accusing = strongest position to en- Hunter Biden was speak-
Biden as he campaigns Republicans of stalling ~force these subpoenasin ing to reporters from

stan Businessmen and increase cooperation with the actions of the global ranking of Paki-
Intellectuals Forum, with the Gulf States, current government, stan will improve.

for reclection ~ and to on key fronts -- such as court,"said = House Capitol Hill and All Karachi Indus-  China, and in case of another It will be possible
trial. the  European agreement with the to get cheap loans.
- . - Alliance, and Union and the United
Pakistan rejects reports, speculations of | e provineial min- Staics.
. ister Mian Zahid At present, the
talks with TTP Hussain has said that stock market situation

ISLAMABAD (INP): nous attack and hand person said the Indian animmediate humanitar- | the country's economy is also satisfactory, and
Pakistan has vehemently them over to Pakistan Supreme Courthas abso- ian ceasefire in Gaza. She | iS on its way to stabil- - the large-scale manu-
rejected reports and alongwith the TTP lead- lutely no jurisdiction ~said this is a reflection of | ity but there is a need facturing sector was
speculations of talks ership in Afghanistan.  overJammuand Kashmir an international consen- | to properly manage the ~ also coming out of dif-
with Tehreek-e-Taliban The spokesperson  which is an internation- sus and growing public | repayment of debts so ficulties,
Pakistan (TTP). Re- urged the Afghan au- ally recognized disputed anger at the ongoing Is- | that the trust of foreign he said adding that
sponding to the queries  thorities to take concrete  territory. racli atrocities that have | institutions as well as the agricultural industry
of media persons at her and verifiable steps to The final disposi- claimed the lives more | investors can be im- was also improving;
weekly briefing in prevent the use of their ~tionofJammuand Kash- than eighteen thousand | proved and confidence revenue was increas-
Islamabad on Thursday, soil by terror entities mirwill be guided by the ~ Palestinian people. It is [ of local investors can ing, and unnecessary
Foreign Office Spokes- against Pakistan. relevant UN Security  critical the international | increase expenditure was being
person Mumtaz Zahra Shesaid our lawen-  Council resolutions and  community brings an He said that the reduced.
Baloch said there is ab- forcement agencies aspirations of the endto Israels war crimes ;
! ) io; L u financial, external and Mian Zahid
solutely no dialogue tak-  have determined thatthe Kashmiri people. She and crimes against hu- [ ateer S8 B0 CoR o that un- 0
ing place with TTP. recent terror incidents in  said Pakistan will con- manity being perpet the deficit necessary imports add TENDER NOTICE
The spokesperson  Pakistan have their links tinue to extend pol ated against the Palesti "“P“"'é“g e defici h ’ciyﬁ‘ fpe ; o N m R Al rTT———,
said we have noted the  with individuals belong- moral and diplomatic to ian people. was reducing, fo the deficit and de- | o Al E e o e er Through Slee "‘“,“
statement of the interim ing to the TTP or its af- the Kashmiri brothers The spokesperson | the foreign ex- value the currency; | o D e Gt of
Afghan government that filiates who have sanc- and sisters for the just ~also condemned increas- | change reserves were  hence, they were not | gope Sl B e
it will investigate tuaries and hideouts in- and peaceful settlement ing Isracli atrocities in | Satisfactory, and the encouraged, which | e tion of
Tuesday's terror atlack side Afghanistan. of Jammu and Kashmir the West Bank and at- | currency was stabiliz- may lead to a fall in | e vear 2023 based on Composie schecule rates 2018 on
that took place in Dera As regards the In- dispute. tacks against Lebanon | ing. Still, there was a prices in the coming | Percentage Rates PSOP No 2303 22016.1356 “Ten Billion Tree
Ismail Khan. She said dian Supreme Court's The spokesperson and Syria saying these | need to increase ex- days Tsunami Programme Upsacing of Green Pakistan Programme
Afghanistanshould take endorsement of India's welcomedthe resolution ~are in breach of territo- | ports and of e
slr%‘:lg action against illegal and unilateral ac- adopted by the UN Gen-  rial sovereignty of these | Talking to the business the rupcc has improved | TSE-282¢12864665, Tendor Feo Rs. 5001 and Bid Security 2%
perpetrators of this hei- tion 0f 2019, the spokes- _eral Assembly calling for countries. community on Thurs- the fiscal position, re- | SNe Nahicar IR EIGEHH
= day, Mian Zahid duciug the debt burden 1 Construction of Wildlife office 5,000,000/
Hussain said that ex- and crcating fiscal Procurements shall l)e mad! unaev me Balochistan Public
rieia
ports should be in- space for development | ;i may be seen in e Bicking Documerts Prosedure OF
creased; otherwise, the Stage One Envelope Bicding Procedure Bid
fiscal deficit will re- The business | security: The bids must accompany Bid Security n the form of
main in place. Gover- leader further said that | Deposit at Call of 2% specified above in the name of the under-
nance and social wel- despite all these posi- | sired from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: T bidcing
fare sectors were im- tive indicators, some o
proving, and the in- international i of NIT to 29 December, 2023 dring ofice hours on working days
vestment climate was were Cxprcssmg |hc|r Last Date of bid submission: The Tenders must be submitied
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getting better due to the  concern about | Iatest by 29 December, 2023 til 11:00 AM . Tender opening: Al
Special Investment Fa- Pakistan's debt repay- ol
Clllfy Council. ment capacity at 12:00 PM The bidders who have downloaded Bidding

Still, reforms and Similarly, some in- | Document(s) before 13 December, 2023 are requird to download

LSt i | the ammended Bicting Document(s). The Other terms and
privatization need tobe - stitutions arc showing | e ot 2 G Addross: aseerabad

accelerated, he added. concern about the po- | arons o enan sne. Addres: Nascora

The business leader litical situation, which | .

s involve- may lead -
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LESCO detects 269 power pilferers in a day.
have arrested seven suspects

AHORE (INP): The Lahore
Electric Supply Company
(LESCO) netting 269 individu-
als across various categories,
have arrested seven suspects
during 24 hours. According to

ESCO spokesperson on
Thursday, this aggressive op-
eration, spearheaded by Chief
Executive Engineer Shahid
Haider, marks a significant es-
calation in LESCO's ongoing
anti-theft campaign.

"We will not tolerate this
blatant disregard for the law and
the financial implications it has
on the system," declared Engi-
neer Haider. "Our operation will
continue relentlessly until elec-
tricity theft is completely eradi-
cated.”"

The swift action resulted in
the disconnection of all illegal
connections and the imposition
of hefty detection bills totaling
10,493,756 rupees (approxi-
mately USD 53,200). Notably,
among those caught were large
commercial consumers, high-
lighting the widespread nature
of the problem. Individual de-
tection bills for these commer-

cial culprits ranged from
130,760 rupees to 200,000 ru-
pees, sending a clear message
that no sector is exempt from
the crackdown.

Furthermore, LESCO has
filed First Response (FR) appli-
cations against all 269 suspects
in the respective police stations.
While 134 of these applications
have already been registered,
swift police action has led to the
arrest of 7 individuals thus far.
This decisive action demon-
strates LESCO's commitment
to pursuing legal consequences
for those engaging in illegal elec-
tricity practices.

This operation is part of a
broader 96-day campaign
launched by LESCO, which has
yielded impressive results. To
date, a total of 35,482 individu-
als have been identified as in-
volved in electricity theft. Of
these, FR applications have
been submitted for 35,092, and
cases have been registered
against 33,774, leading to the
arrestof 15,891 individuals. The
total amount of detection bills
imposed during this period

stands at a staggering
224,263,3504 rupees (approxi-
mately USD 1.13 billion), high-
lighting the scale of the finan-
cial losses LESCO has incurred
due to illegal electricity usage.

LESCO officials emphasize
that the campaign is not merely
targeting consumers but also
LESCO officers and employees
who may be complicit in these
illegal activities. "We will not
tolerate any internal corruption,”
stated Engineer Haider. "Anyone
found to be aiding or abetting
electricity theft will face severe
disciplinary action and legal
prosecution."

LESCO's unwavering com-
mitment to combating electric-
ity theft is expected to have a
significant impact on the
company's finances and overall
efficiency.

This sustained crackdown
serves as a strong deterrent to
potential offenders and sends a
clear message that LESCO will
not hesitate to take decisive ac-
tion against those who jeopar-
dize the integrity of the clectric-
ity supply system.

[AVOICE: Director General Excise and Taxation Aurangzeb Kasi is meeting the caretaker|

ou
provincial interior minister Captain (R) Muhammad Zubair Jamali.

ANTF seizes 74kg narcotics, arrests 8 in 14
countrywide operations

RAWALPINDI (INP): The Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) seized 74
kg drugsand 1830 intoxicated tab-
lets besides arresting eight drug
peddlers during 14 operations
conducted across the country.

A spokesman of ANF Head-
quarters said on Thursday, that
110.4 kg opium and 403 2 kg hash-
ish were recovered from a vehicle
intercepted near Aminpur Inter-
change, Faisalabad.

In another operation, in
Peshukan area of Gwadar 130 kg
hashish was recovered.

‘The ANF conducted a raid on
Shikarpur Road Sukkur and seized
110 kg hashish while over 100kg
hashish was recovered from an
uninhabited area of Chaman.

The spokesman informed
that 84 kg opium was recovered

from an uninhabited area of
Nokundi Chaga

Simiarly. 314 kghashish was
recovered from Bajaur arca.

ANF conducted a raid and
managed to recover 14.4 kg opium
and 28.8 kg hashish from a vehicle
intercepted near Warsak Road
Peshawar. An accused was also
arrested during the operation.

During an operation in a
nullah near Kuchlak Bypass
Quetta, 24 kg hashish was recov-
ered. Ten kilogram Ice was recov-
ered from a parcel being sent to
Japan at a courier office located
on Shahrah-c-Faisal, Karachi.

Three accused were held af-
terrecovery of 3.6 kg hashish from
their possession in Zakhakhel
Khyber arca.

900 grams Ice drug was re-

covered from a passenger’s trol-
ley bag at Bacha Khan Interna-
tional Airport. The accused was
leaving for Doha by flight num-
ber QR-601.

2.4 kg of opium was recov-
ered from a vehicle intercepted at
LaborColony Peshawarwhile two
accused were netted during the
operation.

ANF in a raid conducted ata
courier office in Johar Town
Lahore recovered 640 grams Ice
from a parcel being sent to Qatar.

1830 intoxicated tablets were
recovered from a parcel at Pak-
Afghan border, Chaman.

Separate cases under the
Anti-Narcotics Act have been
registered against the arrested
accused while further investiga-
tions are under process.

Pakistan-China to promote joint ventures in
furniture industry

BEIJING (INP): A delegation of
Pakistan Furniture Council,

headed by its Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Mian Kashif Ashfaq, arrived
in Guangzhou to seek collabora-
tion in the furniture industry with
their Chinese counterparts. Talk
ing to newsmen, the CEO said the
exploration of joint ventures in the
furniture industry signifies a pro-
active approach to leverage each
country's strengths in the furni-
ture sector, fostering innovation
and sustainable growth. He said
the primary objective of this del-
egation is to delve into potential
export markets, foster collabora-
tions, and explore opportunities
for joint ventures in the furniture
industry.

The furniture industry in Pa-
Kistan is made up of numerous
small and medium-sized busi-
nesses. Because of this, there is
fierce competition in the market.
Pakistan’s revenue from the fur-
niture industry reached $800 mil-
lion by the end 0f 2022.

Pakistan’s major buyers of
wooden furniture are the United
Kingdom, the United States, Sri
Lanka,and Gulfcountries includ-
ing the United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Kuwait.
Pakistan’s handmade furniture is
in high demand by high-end cus-
tomers. The leading wood-furni-
ture-making areas of Pakistan are
Chiniot, Gujrat, Peshawar, Lahore
and Karachi. Traditional Pakistani

furniture design reflects the rich
cultural heritage of the country.
With intricate craftsmanship,
beautiful carvings, and ornate
details, this style encompasses a
sense of elegance and tradition
Traditional Pakistani furni-
ture is often made of quality wood,
such as sheesham and walnut,
and is known for its durability and
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by the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Police Guards.

q Kakar observes

PM reaffirms Pakistan’s support to Kashmiris; terms
Indian SC verdict as politically motivated

MUZAFFARABAD (INP): Care-

taker Prime Minister Anwaar-1

Haq Kakar on Thursday reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s moral, political
and diplomatic support to the
people of Kashmir, and rejected
the recent verdict of the Indian
supreme court calling it a politi-
cally motivated and a tool to con-
solidate Indian illegal occupation.

The prime minister, in his ad-
dress at the special session of the
Azad Jammu and Kashmir Legis-
lative Assembly, called for India
to desist from consolidating its
occupation, revoke the illegal uni-
lateral actions of August 5, 2019
and not change the demography
of the disputed territory.

Chaired by Speaker of AJK
Legislative Assembly Chaudhry
Latif Akbar, the session was at-
tended by AJK Prime Minister
Chaudhry Anwarul Haq and mem-
bers of the Assembly.

The prime minister also
stressed upon India to halt the
human rights abuses in IIOJK, re-
peal emergency laws, withdraw
heavy military presence and pro-
vide unhindered access to UN
bodies and the international me-
dia. The prime minister, who was
the first-ever caretaker PM to ad-
dress the AJK Legislative Assem-
bly, paid tribute to the martyrs of
the Kashmir movement and those
living along the Line of Control
and suffered losses due to the
Indian ceasefire violations.

He said Pakistan would con-
tinue to stand alongside the
people of Kashmir in their struggle
and wished them to enjoy their
due nghm “Kashmiris Pakistan’s
jugularvein. The word “Pakistan”™
is incomplete without Kashmir.
The people of Pakistan and Kash-
mirare bound by unique affinity.

We share joys and sorrow. Paki-
stan cannot remain indifferent to
the situation in Kashmir... Kash-
mirruns in our blood. Jammu and
Kashmir remains an important
facetof Pakistan’s foreign policy,”
he remarked.

He said across the political
divide, the entire Pakistani lead-
stood united 1o support
for their right to self-
determination.

Giving a historical account,
the prime minister said the
Kashmiris had suffered enor-
mously from conflicts in history.
Even today, the situation has not
improved as the majority was still
under the subjugation of an op-
pressor with a different name.

Prime Minister Kakartold the
House that Kashmir was the old-
est unsettled agenda of the
United Nations as the UNSC reso-
lutions remaine

raised to cover up the
marginalization of minorities,
state-sponsored terrorism and il-
legal occupation.

Calling the Indian actions in
1I0JK a breach of the UN charter,
the UNSC resolutions and inter-
national laws, he said the main
objective of the Indian measures
was to convert Kashmiris into a
disempowered community in their
land.

However, he said the domes-
tic legislation and judicial verdicts
could not absolve India of its ob-
ligations.

He said, on the one hand,
India wished to become a perma-
nent member of the UN Security
Council, while on the otherits lead-
ership took pride in trampling
upon international laws. Such
contradictions reinforced by the
Hindutva ideology should be an

for the

and the Indian government was
bent upon consolidating its oc-
cupation of disputed territory
through a series of legislative and
administrative measures.
Referring to the Indian deci-
sion to take the Kashmir issue to
the United Nations and repeated
Indian leaders recognizing it as a

community, he added.

e said thousands of
Kashmiris have been killed, thou-
sands faced forced disappear-
ances and pellet gun injuries and
thousands of the women suffered
molestation and that the human
rights abused were also docu-
mcnlcd in two of the UN reports.
i the

dispute, he said Indian
government must honor its long-
standing commitment to UN reso-
lutions. He said the Indian SC ver-
dict was politically motivated in-
stead of grounded in law to vali-
date the illegalunilateral measures
of August 5, 2019.

‘The prime minister said con-
sidering its massive human rights
abuses, the Indian title of “world’s
largest democracy’ should be
changed to “world’s largest hy-
pocrisy” where hollow slogans of
democracy and diversity were

0flhemlem£|lmn’|lcommum(y.he
said despite killings, illegal deten-
tion of Kashmiri leaders and de-
struction of structures, India
could not extinguish the flame of
freedom from the hearts of
Kashmiris.

He said India was afraid of
Kashmiri leader Syed Ali Geelani
even after his death and sought
the death penalty for another
leader Yaseen Malik which mani-
fested its failure to suppress the
spirit of freedom.

QUETTA: Anjuman Tajran Balochistan President Rahim Agha addressing a press

conference.

timeless beauty. Therefore, col-
laboration between the two coun-
tries will help furniture associa-
tions, producers, suppliers, and
customersat bothends. Itwill cre-
ate more cooperation, cultural in-
terchange, and economic devel-
opment, moving the fumiture sec-
tor forward in both regions,
Gwadar Pro reported on Thursday.

SOHBATPUR: Commissioner Tariq Qamar Baloch is being briefed by Exean Buildings Engineer
Ahmed Nawaz regarding the work of Imrani District Complex.

Fuelled by arrest fears, repatriation of illegal
Afghans gathers pace

ISLAMABAD (INP).
triation of Afghans re
gally in Pakistan is accelerating,
driven by both government en-
forcement and self-deportation
fuelled by fear.

Even before the announce-
ment by the government, a large
number of illegal Afghans started
going to Afghanistan over fears
of arrest

On December 13alone, 2,423
Afghans, including 687 men, 326
women, and 1,410 children,
crossed the border into Afghani-
stan, bringing the total number of
returnees to 429,288 since the pro-
cess began.

While the government offi-
cially launched the repatriation
effort recently, many undocu-
mented Afghans have been
proactively leaving Pakistan in
recent months to pre-empt poten-
tial arrest. This wave of self-de-
portation is driven by anxieties
over uncertain legal status and
fears of detention as authorities
crack down on undocumented
residents.

On Dec 13, 235 families de-
parted in 114 vehicles, highlight-
ing the scale of the movement.
This trend raises concems about

the capacity of Afghanistan to

absorb such a large influx of
people. particularly amidst ts on-
going humanitarian crisis.

Official records indicate that
on December 12, an additional
2,023 Afghan nationals voluntar-
ily returned to their homeland.
This included 536 men, 412
women, and 175 children in Af-
ghan cities. The repatriation pro-
cess involved 93 vehicles trans-
porting 182 families to Afghani-
stan. On Wednesday, the federal
cabinet had announced an exten-
sion in the stay period for Afghan
nationals in Pakistan who are in
the process of evacuating to third
countries.

The extension stretches from
the initial deadline of December
31 to February 29,2024. However,
those rem: after the speci-
fied date will incur a monthly fine
of $100, with acapped maximum
limit of $800.

The caretaker government
emphasized that the extension is
accompanied by apenalty system.
Damages will be applied at $100
per month for individuals staying
beyond the revised deadline, with
a financial ceiling of $800.

Caretaker Information Minis-
ter Murtaza Solangi highlighted
that the cabinet also approved a

reduction in the processing fee
for Afghan nationals being evacu-
ated to third countries. The pro-
cessing fee, initially set at $800,
has now been halved to $400.

The caretaker cabinet aims to
encourage Afghan nationals re-
siding in Pakistan illegally to ci-
ther obtain legal documents or fi-
nalize evacuation agreements
promptly.

The reasons for the Afghans'
presence in Pakistan vary. Some
fled decades ago during the So-
viet-Afghan War, while others
sought refuge more recently from
the Taliban's 2021 takeover. The
complex history and intertwined
lives of the two countries add lay-
ers of difficulty to the repatriation

ni govern-
ment emphasizes security con-
cerns as the driving force behind
the deportations, the human cost
of the operation remains a crucial
consideration. Ensuring safe and
dignified returns, considering the
vulnerable families involved, is
essential. Additionally, interna-
tional cooperation and support are
crucial to help Afghanistan absorb
the returning population and pre-
vent further humanitarian hard-
ship.




