First Digital Print Daily of Balochistan

UETTAYV

Rs.10.00 VOL.V:No 227

OICE

Editor :Asim khan

Monday, December 18,2023

dquettavoice@gmail.com

What Is Next ? Bugti, Raisani, Hassani Step Down
Ahead of General Elections

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a significant
turn of events, two caretaker pro-
vincial ministers in Balochistan,
Nawabzada Jamal Raisani and
Umair Muhammad Hassani, have
tendered their resignations fol-
lowing the recent landmark Su-
preme Court judgment related to
the upcoming general elections on
February 8, 2024 The resignations
were accepted by Governor
Balouhwl'm Mahk Abdul Wali
Kakar, on Saturday, adding to the
political reshuffle in the province.

Resignations and
Political Shift:

Nawabzada Jamal Raisani,
the former caretaker minister of
sports and youth affairs, has
aligned himself with the Paki:
Peoples Party (PPP) and is antici-
pated to contest elections from
Mastung on the party’s ticket.
Meanwhile, Umair Muhammad
Hassani, the ex-caretaker minister
ofmines and minerals, has not dis-
closed his political affiliation but
is likely to contest from
Balochistan’s Chaghi district on
the Pakistan Muslim League (N)
ticket, being the son of central
PML-N leader Sardar Fateh
Muhammad Hassani.

Governor’s Accep-
tance and Political
Ambitions:

A reliable source within the
Governor’s House confirmed the
acceptance of both ministers” res-
ignations, revealing that the care-
taker officials decided to step
down to pursue theirpolitical am-
bitions in the impending general
elections.

The move is seen as a stra-
tegic response to the evolving

political landscape in Balochistan

post the Supreme Court’s ruling.
Sarfaraz Bugti’s
Resignation and

Political Negotiations: ¢
Notably, the federal carctaker

interior mumter, Sdrfdrd] Bugti,
also

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP).
Sources suggest that Bugti is
considering a run for the Dera
Bugti constituency and is viewed
as a potential candldatc for the
in

tial candidacy for chief
ministership add an intriguing di-
mension to the evolving scenario
in the province.

Conclusion:

the e]ecuons
Upcoming Political
Devel

which was accepled by caretaker
Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq
Kakar.

Bugti, a key political figure,
has yet to announce his political
allegiance but is reportedly in talks
with multiple parties, including the
Pakistan Muslim League (N),
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (F), and

ts:

pe in
Balochistan undergoes rapid
changes, all eyes are on Sarfaraz
Bugti’s impending decision, ex-
pected within the next couple of
days.

The outcome of Bugti’s po-
litical negotiations and his poten-

‘The resignations of caretaker
ministers and the political realign-
ments in Balochistan signify a
dynamic prelude to the approach-
ing general elections.

With candidates affiliating
with various political parties, in-
cluding the PPP, PML-N, and po-
tential chief ministerial contend-
ers, the province is poised for a
transformative political landscape
in the wake of the Supreme Court’s
judgment.
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DHA, CBC told to
remove road divid-
ers for smooth traf-
fic flow, storm water
discharge into drains

KARACHLI: The Sindh High
Court has directed the Defence
Housing Authority (DHA) and
Cantonment Board Clifton (CBC)
to remove all dividers from vari-
ous roads in order to allow storm
water flow into drains and regu-
late traffic flow.

A two-judge bench compris-
ing Justice Nadeem Akhtar and
Justice  Mohammad Abdur
Rahmanalso observed that divid-
ers had been placed on either side
of storm water drains, constructed
in the centre of roads, which
would prevent water from enter-
ing such drains and frustrated the
very purpose of construction of
drains. The court directed the re-
to comply with its or-
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der within three weeks and file a
compliance report.

Dr Mazhar Nacem had peti-
tioned the SHC in July against bi-
furcation of streets/roads in DHA
Phase-1 and placing dividers on
both sides of drainage pathway
in the middle of roads, resultantly
offending effective discharge of
storm water as well as to disturb
the smooth flow of traffic. News
Desk

QUETTA: The Caretaker Pro-
vincial Government, led by Chief
Minister Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki, has successfully con-
cluded the Quetta Development
Package project, which had been
pending for seven years. In four
months, the caretaker govemment
addressed the sluggish progress
of the ongoing development
projects, tackling challenges that
had been impeding the welfare of
the residents in the area.

Upon assuming office, the
caretaker government ensured the
prompt allocation of funds for the
development projects and pro-
vided comprehensive administra-
tive support, utilizing all available
resources to overcome obstacles.
This concerted effort resulted it
the timely completion of various
projects, contributing to the well-
being of the public.

CM Domki Emphasized
On Timely Completion

Chief Minister Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki emphasized
the priority placed on the welfare
of'the people, noting that the com-
pleted communication projects,
such as the Sabzal Road to Link
Road, Samungali Cross, and Air-
port Road in Quetta, would sig-
nificantly improve traffic flow in
the city. The projects aim to pro-
vide alternative routes, alleviating
congestion on existing roads.

Furthermore, the caretaker
government is committed to com-

Caretaker Balochistan Govt
Resolves 7-Year Project
Stalemate in 4 Months

News Desk:

pleting other projects under the
Quetta Development Package, i

cluding Sariab Road, Sabzal Road,
and Anscombe Road, shortly.
During a ceremony, Chief Minis-
ter Domki inaugurated the Link

Badini two-way road extension
project and laid the foundation
zal Road to Link
ross and Shabu

CM Inaugurated
Projects

MirAli Mardan Khan Domki
commended the rapid progress on
all ongoing projects, attributing it
to continuous visits, supervision,
and special interest from the care-
taker ChiefMinister. He stated that
all projects would be completed
within two weeks, ensuring their
inauguration.

In recognition of the out-
standing performance in the
Quetta Development Package
projects, Chief Minister Domki,
along with Additional Chief Sec-
retary

Development and Planning
Abdul Saboor Kakar, Commis-
sioner Quetta Division Hamza
Shafqat, Project Director Quetta
Development Package Rafiq
Baloch, and other officers were
presented with certificates of ap-
preciation.

Additionally, the project di-
rector honored the caretaker Chief
Minister with a token of apprecia-
tion at the end of the ceremony.

UETTA: The
Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PKMAP) on Sunday announced
to stage protest demonstrations
outside alldeputy commissioners’
offices on December 19th (Tues-
day). The party announced pro-
test demonstrations in solidarity
with the Chaman sit-in.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Quetta Press Club,
Abdul Rahim Ziaratwal, the cen-
tral leader of the party said that
despite repeated appeals and re-
quests, the federal government
was reluctant to accept the de-
mand of Chaman sit-in. Dr. Hamid
Khan Achakzai, Syed Shamngln
and other party leaders were also
present on the occasion

Therefore, the party has de-
cided to stage protest demos on
December 19th to press the gov-

PKMAP Announces Protest
Demos On Dec 19 In Support
Of Chaman Sit-In

Staff Reporter:

ernment for acceptance of
Chaman sit-in’s demands, he men-
tioned.

Thousands of people have
been protesting at the Pak-Afghan
border Chaman against the intro-
duction of passports and visa at
the border for more than a month.
“We demand the government to
address the grievances of protest-
ers in Chaman”, Mr. Ziaratwal
said.

Changaiz Hayee Baloch Joins Na-

QUETTA: Changaiz Hayee
Baloch, the son of the late Dr.
Abdul Hayee Baloch, announced
joining the National Party (NP).

Addressing a news confer-
enceat the Quetta Press Club, Mr.
Baloch and his political colleagues
from various parts of

Balochistan announced the
joining of the NP.

Former Chief Minister of
i Dr. Malik Baloch, the
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Central Secretary General of NP,
Jan Buledi, Senator (R) Kabir
Muhammad Shahi,

and others were also present
on the occasion.

“I have decided to join the
NP given the party’s struggle for
democracy and supremacy of the
constitution,

 Changaiz Hayee Baloch
told reporters. He said the party,
under the leadership of Dr. Malik
Baloch,

was playing a significant role
in protecting the Baloch rights and
the rights of other small nationali-
ties living in the country,

tional Party

“Dr. Hayee Baloch
Was My Mentor”, Dr.
Malik Baloch

Welcoming Changaiz Hayee
Baloch to the NP, Dr. Malik Baloch
said Shaheed Dr. Hayee Baloch
was his politicalmentor, and it was
a matter of immense pleasure for
him that Changaiz joined the party
today.

s is a success for all de-
mocracy-loving people,” Dr.
Baloch said.

The former CM stated that
despite all odds, the NP was try-
ing hard to protect the Baloch
rights and coast. He said no com-
promise would be made on the
rights of the people of
Balochistan. “We stand for the

common man of Balochistan,” he
emphasized.
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EDITORIAL

Monday,December, 18,2023

Quetta’s Cry for Clean Air: Ur-
gent Action Needed Against Haz-

ardous Crushing Plants

Editorial:

Quetta, the capital of the Balochistan province, finds itself in the grip of a
severe crisis as crushing plants operating on its outskirts continue to pose an
imminent threat to human life. These plants not only release toxic chemicals
into the air but also contribute to water pollution, resulting in dire conse-
quences for respiratory health and the overall ecosystem.

Alarming Rise OT Respiratory And Allergy Diseases: Dr. Shireen Khan

Dr. Shireen Khan, a prominent chest physician, has sounded the alarm
about the alarming rise in respiratory and allergy diseases, directly attributing
them to the hazardous emissions from these crushing plants. Compounding
the issue is the significant influence wielded by the owners of these plants,
hindering necessary actions to safeguard public health.

A senior official from the Balochistan Environment Department, speaking
on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the matter, has ac-
knowledged the influential role of the plant owners. This underscores the
urgency for the government to intervene and address this critical issue that
directly impacts the well-being of the citizens of Quetta, the capital of
Balochistan.

Plants Dangerous For Ecosystem and Human Life

Environmentalists have labeled these crushing plants as extremely dan-
gerous for both the ecosystem and human lives. FaizKakar, a former Balochistan
health ministerand environmentalist, emphasizes the urgent need for practical
action, declaring that the hazardous plams must be sealed without further
delay. The citizens of Quetta have persistently demanded the closure of these
stone-crushing plants, recognizing the imminent threat they pose to their health.
Itis crucial for the government to listen to the concerns of the masses and take
decisive steps to address this pressing issue.

Sealing Plants Imperative For Public Health

While sealing these plants is imperative for public health, itis equally vital
for the authorities to ensure the provision of alternative locations for stone
crushing. This move would not only mitigate the environmental impact but
also safeguard the livelihoods of thousands of people currently employed in
these plants. In the face of the escalating health crisis and environmental
degradation, we urge the government to prmmwc the well-being of its citizens.

Pak-US relations

By Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry:

A T the outset, it is im-

portant to recognise that
the US has already cho-
sen its strategic partner
in South Asia: India. The
US requires India’s co-
operation in pursuit of
its priority national se-
curity objective: strate-
gic competition with
China and containing
the latter’s economic
rise.

The US might per-
ceive Pakistan to be a
hurdle in two respects:
its close friendship with
China and its mutually
hostile ties with India.
This bigger picture is not
likely to change soon.

To complicate mat-
ters, perceptions about
Pakistan in the US and
the latter’s image in Pa-
kistan have been deeply
bruised by the US-led
‘war on ferror’. Many
Pakistanis believe that
America dragged Paki-
stan into a war that was
not ours; one which
caused enormous hu-
man and financial losses
to our country. There is
a view that America be-
friends Pakistan only
when it requires help to
advance its security
agenda. For its part, the
US perceives Pakistan as

a country that impeded
its military victory in Af-
ghanistan by providing
sanctuaries to the
Taliban. US officialdom
also accused Pakistan of
playing a double game.

Nevertheless, the
US, it appears, would
still like to engage with
Pakistan for two rea-
sons. First, it would not
like to see Pakistan com-
pletely slip into China’s
sphere ofinfluence. Sec-
ondly, the US might
adopt a more balanced
approach to South Asia
because of India’s ten-
dency to exercise ts stra-
tegic autonomy, includ-
ing ties with America’s
rivals, such as Russia.

However, the pro-
cess of boosting ties
with the US will be incre-
mental, with no likeli-
hood of high-level struc-
tured engagement at this
stage. Nor is any major
initiative expected from
either side.

Fortunately, people-
to-people relations be-

instance, IT profession-
als would want to
strengthen their links
with Silicon Valley. Paki-
stani students would
welcome enhanced op-
portunities for higher
education in American
universities. And the US
healthcare system has
been apreferred destina-
tion for Pakistani physi-
cians for several de-
cades.

Meanwhile, US ag-
riculture experts are held
in esteem for their con-
tribution to creating crop
varieties in Pakistan in
the arly life of the coun-
try. Even today, agricul-
ture remains a potential
area of bilateral coopera-
tion. Corporate America
mightalso want to invest
in Pakistan’s rich mines
and minerals industry,
particularly in
Balochistan.

It would be in our
interest to attract invest-
ments into the country
from the West to build
their stakes in the stabil-
ity of Pakistan. This can
be done by facilitating
further people-to-people
ties and opening new
special windows or eco-
nomic zones for busi
nesses from the West
with incentives compa-

rable to those offered to
any other foreign inves-
tor in Pakistan.

The revival of close
economic relations with
the US should not be a
zero-sum exercise in the
context of Pakistan’s ties
with China, which remain
deep-rooted. It would be
a folly to view these two
important relationships
as an either-or choice for
Pakistan. Itis heartening
thatthe leadership of the
US and China have an-
nounced that there will
notbe another Cold War
and that they would not
like to see the world di-
vided into camps.

Pakistan’s pivot to
geo-economics will also
be facilitated if we main-
tain close ties with all
countries, including the
US and China, to help
Pakistan bolster its eco-
nomic growthand devel-
opment. Those who ar-
gue that Pakistan should
pick ts side and not sail
in tworival boats are not
factoring in the point
that in a multipolar
world, multi-alignments
are the order of the day.

In seeking to
enhan--ce our relations
with the US, it would be
important to reorient this
bilateral relationship

tween the two countries
has survived the roller
coaster nature of govem-
ment-to-government

arcas that enjoy popular
support in Pakistan. For

from a counterterrorism
and security-centric
angle to the mutually
beneficial fields of trade
and investment, under-
pinned by strong
people-to-people ties.

China, which has
been a reliable develop-
ment partner all these
years, is not likely to re-
sent Pakistan’s close
economic ties with the
US. Yet, it would be in
our interest to keep Chi-
nese and other investors
in Pakistan on board with
our desire to diversify
the sources of invest-
ment in the country. The
latter would also be bet-
ter served by adopting
transparency and equal
opportunity approach
for all investment
projects.

The Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Coun-
cil has opened an attrac-
tive ‘single window” for
investments by facilitat-
ing entrepreneurs in the
sectors of agriculture,
mines and minerals, IT,
and energy. It would be
useful if, besides invest-
ment partners from the
Gulfcountries, corporate
America also took ad-
vantage of the SIFC to
invest in Pakistan, given
its high-dividend market.

The time for action is now, and the its commit-
ment to the health and safety of the people by Swlﬁly addressing the issue of
hazardous stone-crushing plants in Quetta, the capital of Balochistan. The
inaction of today jeopardizes the well-being of future generations, making it
imperative for the authorities to act responsibly and decisively.

By Abbas Nasir:

Why does the threat persist?

By Muhammad Amir Rana:

A the Afghan Taliban. Re- ~an essential role in shap-
Stheyear drawst0a  gqrdless of their inde- ing politicaland ideologi-
close, Pakistan is grap- pendent existence, cal views there. These
pling with a concemning groups like TIP and arcas have an extensive
rise in violent incidents, Ansarul Jihad likely op- network of madressahs

erate within the TTP’s
orbit and benefit from its
collaboration and sup-
port from the Taliban.

Since the Taliban’s
return to power in Af-
ghanistan, Dera Ismail
Khan and its surround-
ing arcas in Pakistan
have witnessed a signifi-
cant increase in terrorist
activity. Notably, the
city of DeraIsmail Khan
itselfhas recorded 63 at-
tacks since Aug 15,2021,
resulting in 125 deaths,
primarily among secu-
rity forces. This repre-
sents a sharp contrast to
the year before when
only four low-intensity
attacks with four fatali-
ties were reported in the
district.

This trend is not iso-
lated, as neighbouring
districts in both KP and
Balochistan, including
Zhob, Sherani, Bannu,
Tank, and North
Waziris-tan, have also
experienced a surge in
violence, with over 70
attacks reported to date.
Under-standing the rea-
sons behind this drastic
shift is crucial to dd-

ressing the region’s
security challenges. The
region is also facing at-
tacks on phone towers,
disturbing the area’s
communication and
causing anger against
state institutions.

The southern dis-
tricts of KP are located
near the Afghanistan
frontier and some touch
-ndaries of
south Punjab as well as
north Bal-o---chistan.
Dera Ismail Khan, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Zhob,
Loralaiand Rakhniare all
affected. The northern
part of Sindh is close to
this region as well. These
are places that are eco-
nomicall
ma--r--ginalised and
where extremism has its
roots. This region is situ-
ated right in the middle
ofthe country, and when
turmoil increases in the
area, it causes huge dis-
ruption in the transpor-
tation system.

If creating unrest in
the region is the real
motive of the TTP, the
security forces would
need to review their
counter-strategy in the
area. The fact that the
TTP would have been
focusing on the area,
considering it the soft
belly of the country, can-
not be ignored. How-
ever, this region has re-
‘mained marginalised for
along time, and religious
institutions have played

and related religious in-
stitutions. There is a high
probability that the TTP
would have been receiv-
ing local support from
highly radicalised seg-
‘ments of society. Such a
condition is conducive to
new recruitment. The
names of the terrorists
exposed by the TIP after
the attack on a military
basealso confirm that the
locals have a presence in
the fold of terrorist
groups in the region.
However, they have lo-
gistical and operational
support of the Taliban on
the other side of the bor-
der.

The use of social
‘media by terrorist groups
such as the TTP cannot
be underestimated. Pe-
ripheral attacks can allow
them to amplify their mes-
sage and manipulate nar-
ratives through their so-
cial media channels.
While state institutions
often focus on main-
stream media for counter-
narratives, the effective-
ness of social media in
shaping perceptions ne-
cessitates the re-evalua-
tion of communication
strategies.

Experts acknowl-
edge the potential of the
influence of Wali
Mehsud, the current TTP
leader. His religious back-
ground, past education in
madressahs, and per-
ceived charismaand stra-
tegic focus on unification
might contribute to his
effectiveness i
mobilising supporters
and attracting recruits,

The role of a cha
matic leadership in bol-
stering the morale and
cohesion of militant
groups is undeniable. Ex-
amples like the decline of
Al Qae-da and the mili-
tant Islamic State group
following the deaths of
Osama bin Laden and
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
highlight the potential
impact  of  such
lea—dership. Similarly, the
Taliban in Afghanistan
remained united under
Mullah Omar until his
dea--th triggered internal
turmoil. Mullah
Hibat-ullah’s success
stemmed from his meticu-
lous following of the code
developed by Mullah
Omar. This dépendence
on strong leadership
undersc-o-res the impor-
tance of effective
counter-insurgency
strategies that prioritise
dlsruplmg and disman-
tling leadership struc-
tures within militant
groups.

This year has witnessed
atroubling surge in such
activity, particularly
compared to a decade
ago in 2013. The situa-
tion necessitates a criti-
cal review of existing
counterterrorism strate-
gies and re-evaluation of
evolving tactics and ap-
proaches employed by
terrorist groups. The re-
cent attack on a military
post in Daraban near
Dera Ismail Khan by the
Tehreek-i-Jihad Pakistan
(TJP) highlights the im-
portance of understand-
ing why certain regions
remain vulnerable to re-
peated attacks.

Since its inception,
the TIP has claimed re-
sponsibility for seven of
the deadliest attacks
within Pakistan, prima-
rily targeting the
country’s  security
forces. All 66 casualties
have been military and
paramilitary personnel,
suggesting a connection
with the TTP. This rein-
forces the group’s mes-
sage to the world that
their fight is against Pa-
Kistan, not a global jihad.
This approach mirrors
the strategy of the Af-
ghan Taliban during their
conflict with Nato forces.

While changes in

tactics do not necessar-
ily indicate ideological
compromise, terrorist
groups often collaborate
with like-minded outfits.
For example, while TIP
claimed responsibility
for the Mianwali airbase
attack last month,
counterterrorism agen-
cies suspect Al Qaeda
involvement. During the
Afghan insurgency, Al
Qaeda, TTP, and other
regional groups sup-
ported the Taliban and
carried out attacks
across the country. How-
ever, both the Taliban
and TIP deny such col-
laborations. This pattern
of manipulation sug-
gests a deliberate strat-
cgy of avoiding public
acknowledgment of alli-
ances.

The TIP emerged
carlier this year under
Abdullah Yaghistani, but
there are still questions
regarding its existence.
Some believeit is a cover
name used by a dis-
gruntled TTP com-
mander from Dera Ismail
Khan. Recently, another
group, Ansarul Jihad,
claimed responsibility
for an attack on security
forces, further fuelling
speculation about TTP’s
use of alternative names
to divert pressure from
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NOW thatthe Election

Commission has an-
nounced the schedule
for the Feb 8 elections,
afier the Supreme Court
on Friday brushed aside
a challenge to hold polls
on that date, what strat-
egies are political parties
in the fray likely to use
to maximise their
chances in the electoral
exercise?

With the overturn-
ing of PML-N leader
Nawaz Sharif’s two
lower court sentences
by the Islamabad High
Court earlier, the former
prime minister appears
set to lead his party’s
campaign in the face of
very tough odds: as ob-
servers with their finger
on the pulse of the elec-
torate in Punjab say, the
PTIremains a formidable
contender. Mr Sharif will
need to up the tempo of
his mass contact tours
to motivate his support
base.

As we speak, the
PML-N appears content
to let the establishment
deal with the PTI,
whether through brutal
administrative means or
judicial manoeuvring,
because Nawaz Sharif
believes it is incumbent
on the establishment to
‘atone for its sins’ and
do what it takes for the
‘reset to 2016”

But things are not
thatsimple in politics. Of
all parties, the PML-N
should know well that

Polls and beyond

likelihood of social me-
dia use by this demo-
graphic to appreciate the
impact PTI could have.

On the downside
for the party is the im-
prisonment of dozens of
its leaders, most notably
Imran Khan who may
also be sentenced before
the election, just as
Nawaz Sharif was, ahcad
of the 2018 polls. Those
who are not in jail on
largely spurious
charges, are cither in
hiding or have gone
abroad and are unable to
campaign.

The rejection of the
TI’s intra-party election
carlier this month by the
Election Commission
may mean the party is

most from the systemati-
cally engineered and
largely disenfranchised
Balochistan. The elec-
tion over, the harsh rheto-
ric will be too, and the
PPP could well be a part
of this grouping, having
a majority, in all likeli-
hood, in Sindh.

Given the passions
Imran Khan arouses in
KP in particular, it does
not seem likely that any-
one clse can take very
many scats. And this is
where any attempt to ride
roughshod could back-
fire as there appears a
degree  of  PTI
‘mobilisation in this pow-
der keg of aprovince not
witnessed elsewhere in
the country. This is why
the JUI-F appears tenta- unable to use its *bat’
tive in facing the elector-  symbol. But then, the

ate. PPP demonstrated in

Ifthis were tobe the 1988 (the pre-social me-
emerging scenario, what ~ diaand 24X7 news chan-
options would the PTI nels era) that its teer (ar-
have before it? The most row) proved to be just as
lethal arrow in its quiver effective as its tradi-
is its unmatched domi- tional sword symbol that
nance of social media was denied to the party.
platforms. The PTI’s options

Without doubt, it is may appear limited but it
the only party that has isn’t out of them. It
understood and ex- could throw aspanner in
ploited social media’s the works by asking its
potential to the full. supporters to turn out in

‘With 21 million new  big numbers to vote for
voters added to the elec-  even little known ‘inde-
toral lists since 2018, how  pendent’ candidates it
much of an edge will the encourages to run
PTI have in 2024? One against the PML-N par—
need only look at the ticularly in Punjab. Big
penetration of numbers are crucial for
smartphones, especially  this.
of affordable Chinese If the party com-
make, in Pakistanand the - mands the kind of sup-

once the genie is out of
the bottle it is nearly im-
possible to push it back
in. The party’s own evo-
lution is an example of
this.

It was propped up
as a ‘viable’ alternative
to the Benazir Bhutto-led
PPP, but within a few
years of coming into be-
ing, it sank its roots in
the all-important Punjab
and soon started to
question th
establishment’s primacy
and claim the province
as its own.

T

a

o

establishment’s
pushback may have ap-
peared effective for a
while, buoyed as it was
by the US “waron terror’
and the use of Pakistan
as a pawn in the war.
However, it weakened as
soon as the global envi-
ronment changed. The
down and out PML-N,
helped by (its new ally)
PPP’s deft negotiations,
was back with a bang.

Unless the 2023
electoral exercise mirrors
the ‘blatantly managed”
2018 elections, it is easy
to see that the PML-N
will be hard-pressed to
form a comfortable gov-
ernment on its own. Far
from it. In the best of
times, it will be at the
head of a coalition.

A coalition where,
to add to its own central
Punjab tally and south
Punjab ‘electables’,
some seats will be man-
aged from Sindh and

portit claims, and many
observers concur it
does, this tactic, espe-
cially iftimed cleverly, ie,
last-minute via social
media messages, could
cause problems for the
PML-N in Punjaband for
the MQM-P-PML-N in
Karachi particularly.

For this to work,
party morale and its
structure will have had
to survive the crack-
down it has faced since
May 9 this year. Mass
support means little if it
can’t be mobilised. Only
the PTI can tell whether
it can. The time it
tried to ‘mobilise’ its
support base, it was with
disastrous conse-
quences. It appeared to
have fallen into a trap set
forit.

Patience has never
been the PTI’s strong
suit but it could sit back,
weather the storm and
wait for the change of
command, which will be
some 21 months after the
elections. It could re-
group and start to pile
street pressure for a
fresh election after that.

Anew chiefalways
represents new thinking.
Two years into civilian
‘rule’, the ‘change’ itch
‘may start again, with the
PTI being the benefi-
ciary on that occasion.
‘The only certainty at this
point is about who will
remain the chief deci-
sion-maker. The rest we
can make up as we go
along.

By Muna Khan:

IN my lectures about

audience metrics — who
and how audiences view
and share stories — I al-
ways bring up Freaks
and Geeks, a 1999 TV
show that was cancelled
after just one season.
The show enjoys
cult status today but met
aterrible fate for various
reasons, including a dif-
ficult relationship be-
tween the creators and
the network. Its air time
was unsuitable — Sat-
urday 8pm when teenag-
ers, the prime target au-
dience, did not watch TV.
It was competing
against Who Wants to
be a Millionaire, a popu-
lar game show which
drew 18 million viewers
followed by anew show,
Friends, which had 14m.
The 12 episodes of
Freaks and Geeks, which
had an erratic schedule
as it went on a few
weeks’ break, had 6.7m
views, so the network
didn’t think it was worth
renewing. Every year |
bring up this show; fewer
students know about it,
but inevitably every stu-

Bad business

his show was axed be-
causeit had poor ratings.

Of course, it did. It
aired on the weekends
when rarely anyone
watches TV, a medium
with fewer takers. This is
probably hard to believe
given how you’ve likely
come across at leasta few
of Hasan’s clips on so-

dent who watches it re-
turns to tell me they
loved it. And ask why it
didn’twork.

Popularity is not an
indicator of quality. It is
also not the same as
truth. This may help us
understand why the well-
known anchor Mehdi
Hasan’s show on the

ficult public face for NBC
in a time of war” giving
“a home for the liberal
anti-war agenda at the
same time that our com-
petitors are waving the
flag at every opportu-
nity”. Then too they
citéd poor ratings as the
reason for his show’s

11 but we

nalism in the public in-
terest, creates a less-in-
formed citizenry. In his
book Democracy With-
out Journalism the media
scholar Victor Pickard
wr--ites how journalism
is at the mercy of the
marketplace. News
organisations supported

American cable network
MSNBC was cancelled.
The British political
commentator is known
for his tough style of in-
terviews; he challenged
guests, was progressive
and humanised Palestin-
ians — things you don’t
see on TV news, at least
not in the US. This is
why most people believe
Hasan’s pro-Palestinian
stance caused the
show’s cancellation.
Ayman Mohyeldin’s
programme will be ex-
tended to two hours to
replace Hasan’s show so
one can’t cite anti-Mus-
lim  discrimination.
Hasan himself has not
spoken on the issue
other than to echo the
MSNBC press release on
the issue. Many ‘media
insiders’, however, say

know (;encml Electric
was a huge d con-
tractor. Donahue re-
flected on his firing 10
years later. “They were
terrified of the anti-war
voice,” he said in 2013.
“Anti-war voices were
not popular. And if
you’re General Electric,
Yyou certainly don’t want
an anti-war voice on a
cable channel that you
own; Donald Rumsfeld
is your biggest cus-
tomer.” He also de-
seribed how audiences
perceived anti-war
voices. “We were
scolds. We weren’t pa-
triotic. American people
disagreed with us. And
we weren’t good for
business.” News media
is a profit-driven busi-
ness. That model, which
does not practise jour-

cialmedia—where he’s
Israel’s point
of view. The audiences
for TV and social media
are different, with differ-
ent expectations. Adver-
tisers, however, have
one expectation.
Advertisers don’t
want controversial TV
anchors challenging
dominant views. Neither
do media owners who
want to protect their busi-
ness interests that audi-
ences may know about.
When it owned by
General Electric, MSNBC
was pro-Iraq war and
even fired Phil Donahue,
who was anti-war and
promoted those voices,
when few dared to ques-
tion the Bush administra-
tion. An internal com-
pany memo described
Donahue then as a “dif-

y con-
tinue to be in trouble es-
pecially in the face of
economic uncertainty.
The market decides the
news agenda and how
much news audiences
willreceive. Healso says
social media companies
profit from
disinformation. It’s why
we need to amplify
voices calling for public
journalism. Pickard’s
book reminds us that
suchmodels exist and he
advocates for govern-
ment intervention in en-
suring the public has ac-
cess to information that
allows for democracy to
function. A government
supporting free press
may sound like anath-
ema but Pickard writes
how governments have
invested in communica-
tion systems.
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Need to overhaul power sector as anti-theft
drive fails to give results: PIAF

ISLAMABAD (INP): riod 0f 2022-23. of FY 2022-23, showing
The Pakistan Industrial Faheem Saigol said an addition of Rs316 bil-
and Traders Associa- that the Discos’ losses, lion. The stock of
tions Front (PIAF) has inefficiency stood at payables to IPPs was Rs
emphasized to overhaul - Rs77 billion during July- 1750 trillion during July-
the power sector October2023-24as com- October 2023-24.
through some drastic pared to Rs 65 billion in However, Gencos’
measures as the total thesame period of 2022- payables to fuel suppli-
cost of inefficiencies in 23, showing addition of ers have declined to Rs96
the power sector is con-  Rs 16 billion in total cir- billion from Rs 111 billion
tinued to rise, crossing cular debt stock. inFY 2022-23 and posted
Rs2.6 trillion by Oct 31, He said that in Rs 5 billion growth dur-
2023, showing 13 per- present scenario the en- ing July-October 2023-24
cent or Rs 75.25 billion ergy efficiency and con- from Rs 91 billion in the
per month growth in its  servation are key mea- comparable period of
flow, indicating that anti-  sures used by countries 2022-23. No change was
theft drive failed to give across the globe to miti- witnessed in Rs 765 bil-
results. Referring to the gate associated risks. lion parked in Power
latest data, Chairman However, in the case of Holding Limited (PHL).
PIAF Fahcemur Rehman ~ Pakistan, both energy PHL parked amount was
Saigol observed that cir-  efficiency and conserva- Rs 793 billion during the
cular debt stock touched tion were generally same period 0f2022-23.
Rs2.310 trillion at the treated as alien con- Key reasons for the
endof FY2022-23, which cepts. The business substantial growth in

now reached leader noted that there flow of circular debt are
Rs2.611 trillion during was an urgent need for issues of K-Electric (KE),
July-October 2023-24 up-gradation of energy AJ&K, release of subsi-
with a growth of Rs301 ~ efficiency and conserva- dies, delay in implemen-
billion against growth of ~ tion standards and strict tation of QTA adjust-
Rs249billion in same pe-  enforcement, besides re- ments.

placement of inefficient
appliances and con-
sumer awareness for re-
sponsible use of energy
were other key arcas
which should be identi-
fied for action as a na-
tional priority. He esti-
mated that a dollar out-
flow ofaround $ 1.25 bil-
lion could be potentially
saved annually through
implementation of effi-
ciency and conservation
measures.

The PIAF Chairman
pointed out that the line
losses ran as high as 9
percent over and above
the percentage allowed
by NEPRA. He informed
that theft and line losses
should be addressed
through advanced me-
tering and cabling.

Payables to power
producers have reached
Rs1.750 trillion during
fourmonths of CFY from
Rs 1.434trillion at the end

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malak Abdul Wali Khan Kakar is taking oath from the elected

cabinet of Balochistan Civil Service Officers Association

Australia dominates as Pakistan falls
short, all out for 89

out for 90. Mitchell
Marsh was unbeaten
on 63 when skipper
Pat Cummins made
the call with Khurram
Shahzad the best of
the bowlers with 3-45.
Earlier, Usman
Khawaja and Mitchell
Marsh steered Austra-
lia to an ominous lead.
Khawaja was un-
beatenon a fighting 68,
with Marsh not out 42,
in a partnership worth
79. Opener Khawaja
began on 34 and Steve
Smith 43 after the
hosts bowled out Pa-
kistan for 271 on the
cusp of tea Saturday,
well short of
Australia’s first in-
nings total 0f487.

But on a deterio-
rating pitch with
cracks appearing, it
was_hard going early
on Sunday, with pace
bowlers beating the
bat and causing prob-
lems. Impressive
debutant Khurram
Shahzad got a break-
through in the fourth
over of the day, trap-
ping Smith Ibw for 45
with a ball that nipped
back. Smith reviewed
but replays showed it
clipping the top of the
bails with the Austra-
lian veteran shaking
his head and muttering
to himself as he
trudged off. Enter the
aggressive  Travis
Head, who stroked a

PERTH (INP):
Nathan Lyon took his
500th Test wicket on
Sunday as Australia
dismissed a rattled
Pakistan for just 89 to
post a thumping 360-
runwin in the opening
Test at Perth.
Pakistan’s bid to
win a first Test in Aus-
tralia since 1995 was
left in tatters by spin
king Lyon and the
home side’s formi-
dable pace attack, who
wrapped up the game
inside four days.
he hosts re-
sumed day four on 84-
2, with the declaration
coming soon after
lunch when opener
Usman Khawaja was

LESCO detects 278 power pilferers on 99th
day of anti-theft campaign

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore Electric Supply
Company (LESCO) has
detected a total of 278
connections from where
the customers were pil-
fering electricity in all its
circles of five districts
(Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Nankana Sahib, Kasur
and Okara) on the 99th
day of grand anti-power
theft campaign.

The LESCO
spokesman told media
here Sunday that the
company has also sub-
mitted FIR applications
against 278 electricity
thieves, out of which 144
FIRs have been regis-
tered in respective police
stations, while 13 ac-
cused have been ar-
rested.

Grand anti-power

straight drive boundary
off the second ball he
faced to signal his in-
tent.

But he lived dan-
gerously and a mis-
judged drive off
Aamer Jamal went
straight to Imam-ul-
Hagq at cover, out for
14. Both Marsh and
Khawaja survived re-
views in the same
eventful Jamal over as
Pakistan ratcheted up
the pressure. Marsh hit
sixes off Jamal then
spinner Agha Salman
to keep the
scoreboard moving,
before a huge escape
on 23 when skipper
ShanMasood dropped
a sitter at mid-off.

theft operations against
electricity thieves are
being conducted on the
directives of the Federal
Power Division and the
LESCO Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Engineer
Shahid Haider is super-
vising these operations.
The LESCO chief vowed
that the operations
would continue without
discrimination until the
complete end of electric-
ity theft. The electricity
pilferers as well as the
LESCO officersand em-
ployees who facilitate
them are also being
brought to justice.

On the 99th con-
secutive day of the anti-
power theft campaign,
the spokesman added,
large commercial con-
sumers were also found

involved in electricity

thief in Factory Area;
and Rs 110,000 detection
bill to a power thief in
Ferozwala arca.

During the 99 days
of grand anti-theft cam-
paign, the spokesman
mentioned, the LESCO
detected pilferage on
36,087 power connec-
tions.

theft and all of them were
also  disconnected.
Among the seized con-
nections were 05 com-
mercial, 03 agricultural,
01 commercial and 270
domestic. All the power
pilferers were charged
with a total of 291,345
units as detection bill
amounting to Rs 9.538
mil

and submitted
36,367 FIR applications
against electricity
thieves in the relevant
police stations out of
which 35,976 FIRs have
been registered, while
16,005 accused have so
far been arrested by the
police. The LESCO has
so far charged a total of
57,497, 837 detection
units orth Rs
2,241,588, 768 to all the
power pilferers.

Apprising the me-
dia about some major
power pilferers, he ex-
plained that LESCO
charged detection units
worth Rs 300,000 to an
electricity pilferer in
Badami Bagh area of
Lahore; Rs 120,000 to
another customer steal-
ing electricity in Saddar
area of Shahdara Town;

Rs 120,000 to a power

v,.n,
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QUETTA: Director Professor Nawaz Soomro, Abdul Khaliq Bulghani and Barkat
Ismail addressing the in-service teachers training event.

(QUETTA: President Muslim league (N) Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail and PML-N women|
workers cutting the cake on the occasion of the leader of PML-N Mian Nawaz Sharif's birthday.

Digitalization of revenue land, Online
facilitation center inaugurated

KARACHI(INP): Sindh
Caretaker Minister for
Revenue, Industry and
Commerce Muhammad
Younis Dagha inaugu-
rated the digitalization of
Revenue land and
Online Facilitation Cen-

Revenue Sindh can also
be replicated to more
provincial departments.”

He said, "Now the
lands of Sindh Board of
Revenue will be sold
through auction so that
the money of the people

cations at ease and can
also get information
about their applications
online," said a statement.

He §a|d, Facilities
of e-service have been
provided in all the rev-
enue offices of Sindh in-

parency in revenue and
the difficulties of the
customers will be re-
duced." He said,
"Through the digitaliza”
tion of land, we are also
computerizing the land
records of the entire

terat the office of Asso- ~ cluding Deputy Commis- ~ Sindh, with this process, of Sindh remains with
ciation of Builders and ~sioners, Assistant Com- o ones land ownership  the people of Sindh."
Developers Pakistan missioners and record can be changed Muhammad ~ Yunus
(ABAD), here Sunday. ~ Mukhtiarkars offices as through manipulation Dagha said, "Sindh

On'the occasion, now the people of the and now no one will be  Board of Revenue is de-
Yunus Dagha said, province can submit deprived ofhisright. " vising the Allotment

"Caretaker Sindh Gov-
ernment has established
afacilitation centerin the
office of ABAD for digi-
tization of revenue land
and provision of online
services. Under which
ABAD members can
now submit their appli-

Lahore's AQI improves day after first ex-

periment of artificial rain

LAHORE (INP): The
artificial rain has
worked in Lahore as
the Air Quality Index
(AQI) of city improved
significantly on Sun-
day. The first experi-
ment of artificial rain
was executed yester-
day in Lahore and it
helped in climinating
the smog.
The AQI was re-
corded at 189 in Lahore
and it made the metro-
politan as the sixth
most polluted city of

their applications online
in these offices and get
results while documents
can be received at home
by courier.”
Muhammad Yunus
Dagha said, "Through
digitization, the work will
be completed with trans-

He said, "Through
this application, we are
providing 10 different
services, one of which is
the provision of domi-
cile. He said, "E-services
launched in the Depart-
ment of Industry and
Commerce and board of

policy and very soon this
policy will be tabled be-
fore the caretaker cabi-
net." Caretaker Minister
Mohammad  Yunus
Dagha said, "Construc-
tion sector can stabilize
our GDP a lot and all it
needs is attention."

enced at 10 different
points of Lahore.

Artificial rain or
cloud seeding is a
weather modification
technique that aims to
stimulate precipitation,
and is performed by
introducing different
substances, such as
salt flares, into clouds
that promote the for-
mation of raindrops or
snow flakes.

This technique is
widely used for rainfall
in areas that experience

the world. Earlier,
Lahore remained at the
top of the listamong the
polluted cities for many
days. A day earlier,
Lahore’s AQI was re-
corded at 354, just be-
fore the artificial rain.
'wo special air-
craft arrived from the
UAE and carried 48
flares near Shahdara
and Muridke in the first
flight. Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Nagvi said that the ar-
tificial rain was experi-

drought or suffer from
poor air quality. Ac-
cording to the WHO,
air pollution kills 4.2
million people around

the world every year.
An AQI level of
400-500  impacts
healthy people and is
dangerous to those
with existing diseases,
while a level of 150-200
brings discomfort to
people with asthma,
lung and heart prob-
lems. Levels of 0-50
are considered good.
T &
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QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Minister for Infor Jan A chakzai lighting

memory

of the martyrs of the attack on December 17, 2017 at the Methodist Church.

FGEHA not paid any compensation to
affectees in sector G-12, F-12

ISLAMABAD, Dec 17
(INP): The Federal Gov-
ernment Housing Au-

announced, nor is there
any provision in the
Land Acquisition Act of

said the Judgment of i
Land Award was passed
by DC, FGEHA, on April

sues. Thc rate for an
rd issued is Rs
£2.00.000+ 15% compul-

thority (FGEHA)has not 1894 that allows for set- 20 2021, after ‘address- sory land acquisition

paid any compensation ting aside an award. ing the court orders and charges (total Rs.

for land to any affected Accordingly, he other relevant  72,33,500/-).

parties in sectors G-12 -

and F-12 of the federal | 9 UNT CHU FOR THE GLOBAL ' {m?%

capital. 7 FEDERAL MINISTRY OF NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATION RONATION ‘w5
“*However, the com- L0 £ EPBULONG, 1A NH AINATOV HEATHOOIREK. i

pensation will be made CHAK SHAHZAD, PRK ROAD, ISLAVABAD. =

o the affected partics as

perthe criterialaid down

by the FGEHA, " said an

offcal in the '|ulhonly
Hesad the PG

has opened regi

CORRIGENDUM IN INVITATION TO BID
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Sardar Latif Khosa Advocate
Joins PTI

Dawood Ahmed:

In a major political devel-
opment, Sardar Latif Khosa
Advocate joined the Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) on Sunda.
Sardar Latif Khosa was the
central leader of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) and re-
mained the Govemor of Punjab
during the party-led govern-
ment.

Speaking to the media in
Lahore, the lawyer — who has
represented PTI chief Imran
Khan in several cases — said
he had taken the step with the
hope of taking the country to-
wards a “beautiful” future.

“The world says that
people do press conferences to
leave [the party] and you are
doing a press conference to
join,” he quipped, referring to
how several PTI leaders had
left the party in the aftermath
of the May 9 violence. “I am
doing this deliberately. If ren-

then yes I am a lunatic,” he

the truth, adding that life, death,

dering services for your mother said. He further said that one honor, respect, and sustenance

country makes you a lunatic,

should not be fearful to speak

were all in God’s hands.

Peace Forum and For

QUETTA: Chairman

Raisani speaks during a dialogue session of a book by D:

r Sen:

Mir Lashkari

or N Haj
Raisani “titled "Wlmrc ‘We Bent".

FM urges UN to ensure implementation of
resolutions on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD (INP): Care-
taker Foreign Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani has called on the
UN Security Council to ensure

Collaborative Growth with German Consulate’s Fo-
cal Person for Economic Development

In the bustling city of Quetta,
where the echoes of develop-
ment are becoming increas-
ingly audible, the people and
business leaders of Balochistan
extend a heartfelt appeal to the
German Consulate in Karachi.
Today, as we reflect on the
dynamic friendship between
Pakistan and Germany, we
take a moment to express our
gratitude to the German gov-
emment for its sponsorship of
various development projects
that have notably enhanced the
socio-economic conditions of
our province.

Balochistan, with its vast
and untapped potential, stands
as a reservoir of economic op-
portunities awaiting exploration
through international partner-
ships.

Syed Ali Shah :

Balochistan.
Our province boasts
unique offerings in sectors
such as minerals, agriculture,
and fisheries, aligning harmo-
niously with Germany’s inter-
ests and expertise.

By actively involving the
business , the Ger-

thi po-
tential for collaboration, we
underscore the crucial role that
the German Consulate can play
in promoting economic growth,
facilitating trade, and attract-
ing investments to our re-
source-rich region.

The spirit of our appeal
lies in a call for enhanced co-
operation, urging the German
Consulate to nitiate dialogues
and engagement sessions with
local industrial-

man Consulate has the oppor-
tunity to identify mutually ben-
eficial opportunities and con-
tribute to the prosperity of both
regions.

While expressing our ap-

tEe of

significance

full'i ion of its reso-
lutions on Jammu and Kash-
mir dispute.

According to a press re-
lease of the Foreign Office, the
Foreign Minister in his letters
to the leadership of the United
Nations, Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation and the Eu-
ropean Union has invited their
attention to the illegality of the
recent judgment by the Su-
preme Court of India on the
status of Indian Tllegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir.

The Foreign Minister also

called on the international or-
ganizations to urge India to end
the grave and systematic hu-
man rights violations in HOJK.
andto reverseall its illegal and
unilateral actions undertaken
since 5 August 2019. In these
letters, the Foreign Minister
underscored that under inter-
national law, domestic legisla-
tion and judicial verdicts can-
not be invoked to determine the
final status of an internation-
ally-recognized disputed terri-
tory.

He also condemned the
unlawful sures of the In-
dian authunllus to consolidate
their occupation of IOJK and

i ion of the

rights of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

He said India's illegal and
unilateral actions of 5 August
2019, and a series of subse-
quent steps, are aimed at al-
tering the demographic struc-
ture and political landscape of

JK.

The clear goal of these
unlawful steps is to convert
Kashmiris into a
disempowered community in
their own land. Foreign Minis-
ter Jilani Abbas Jilani has
termed the recent judgment of
the Supreme Court of India, a
breach of international law and
relevant UN Security Council

PJLleader demands transparent general
elections in country

ISLAMABAD (INP): Rana
Zaman Saced, leader of the Pa-
Kistan Jamh(\on League (PJL)

land-

general

scape but also lake proactive [ the announcemem(\f the sched-
steps to ule for the
ties.

Our people and business
leaders eagerly anticipate con-
structive engagement that fos-
ters a lasting partnership be-
tween the German Consulate
Karachi and our province.

Together, as great friends
on the global stage, Pakistan
and Germany can unlock the
Full potential of economic col-

and contribute to the

or the app
of a focal person for the busi-
ness community of Sindh and
Balochistan, we humbly stress
the importance of broader con-
su]lalior‘ with all stakeholders

=

ists, and investors.

This collaborative ap-
proach promises not only to
benefit the business commu-
nity but also to contribute sig-
nificantly to the overall eco-
nomic development of

We believe that inclusive
decision-making will undoubt-
edly enhance the success of
such initiatives. We are opti-
mistic that, under its current
leadership, the German Con-
sulate will not only recognize

shared prosperity of our re-
gions. Balochistan, with its rich
tapestry of opportunities,

should not be overlooked
in development and key ap-
pointments. We trust that our
collective efforts will pave the
way for a brighter future for
all, and as a newspaper, we
remain committed to facilitat-
ing this collaborative journey
toward progress and prosper-
ity.”

ECP bans registration and deletion of votes
from electoral rolls

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) has banned reg-
istration and deletion of votes,
citing. According to media re-
ports, the electoral body has
imposed ban on registration of
new votes, deletion, change
and correction of votes in
electoral rolls.

ECP has also imposed
ban on leaves of its officers,
other employees and return-
ing officers. The election
commission’s regional offices
will remain open today (Sun-
day) for provision of voter lists

and other material.

The ECP has also im-
posed ban on transfers and
postings of provincial and fed-
eral government employees. It
is to be mentioned here that
the election commission had
issued the election schedule
for the February 8 general
elections in compliance with
the Supreme Court order on
Friday. The development
came hours after the apex
court ordered the ECP to an-
nounce the election schedule
as it suspended a Lahore High
Court (LHC) order on the ap-

pointment of returning officers
(ROs) and district returning
officers (DROs) from bureau-
cracy, which had cast a
shadow over holding of gen-
eral elections.

During a chat with news-
men, Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sikandar Sultan Raja
vowed to provide level-play-
ing field to all political parties.
“Thad never said the elections
would be delayed in the coun-
try. It is better to do the con-
firmation before the dissemi-
nation of the news,” the CEC
told newsmen.

ISLAMABAD: Participants ofposefnra group photo during a training sessionv"How BRIand CPEC

s being reported in Pakistan: Anoutlook of 10 year

racyand

CSlin

fCPEC" organized by the center for Democ-
with the Chinese Embassy.

elections in February 2024.
However, he emphasized the
need for stringent measures to
ensure the elections are fair,
transparent, and accepted by all
political parties.

ile talking with journal-
ists here on Sunday, Saeed la-
mented the historical trend of
elections in Paki i
recognized by poli
citing this as a major obstacle
to strengthening democracy in
the country. He warned against
any clandestine efforts to favor
a single political party, assert-
ing that such a move would be
detrimental to democracy and
political stability.

to the journalists of

"Whatever elections have
been held in the country's his-
tory, due to their non-recogni-
tion by the political parties, de-
mocracy could not be strength-
ened," remarked Saeed during
the briefing. He underscored the
potential consequences of un-
fair and non-transparent elec-
tions, stating that it could result
in political instability, further
damage to the economy, and
increased hardship for the
nation's poor through inflation.

Saced called upon all rel-
evant institutions, including the
Election Commission, to priori-
tize the interests of the people
over any particular political
party. He stressed the impor-
tance of allowing citizens to
exercise their right to vote freely,
emphasizing that the elected
candidate, chosen by the
people, should assume the re-
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sponsibilities of governance.

Highlighting the contrast
with prosperous nations, Saeed
remarked that the rich countries
of the world are developing due
to their strong systems. He ex-
pressed concern that, instead of
progressing, Pakistan is experi-
encing degradation daily. Saeed
attributed this decline to self-in-
terested politicians and elements
within the establishment who,
he claimed, attained power
through unconventional means,
labeling them as criminals
against the nation.

As the country approaches
the crucial 2024 elections, Rana
Zaman Saced urged for collec-
tive efforts to ensure a_demo-
cratic and transparent electoral
process that reflects the will of
the people and contributes to the
progress and stability of Paki-
stan.

tan, Bao Zhong, speaking

Durrani calls for investigations into supply
of US weaponry to terrorists

ISLASMABAD (INP): Ex-
federal minister and senior
politician Muhammad Ali
Durrani has d grave

to terrorists is not curtailed,”
Durrani urged. The former
mlmslersald that the availabil-

concerns over the source and
trafficking of the latest Ameri-
can weapons and technology
to terrorists in the war against
Pakistan. "Where are the ter-
rorists fighting against Pakistan
obtaining the latest American
weaponry?" Durrani ques-
tioned as he demanded an in-
quiry into the matter.

"It is imperative to under-
take these investigations to root
out terrorists and eliminate the
scourge of terrorism,” he said
in a statement issued here on
Sunday. He said that the
United States of America
(USA) should assist Pakistan
with cutting-ed hnol

ity of anms to ter-
rorists is a matter of concern
for regional and global secu-
rity.

“A new war is being or-
chestrated against Pakistan
through the latest American
arms,” he said. In such circum-
stances, the US should support
Pakistan with latest technology
in the war against terrorism. “Tt
is the interest of the US to play
arole for peace in the region,”
he said. Durrani said that
American weapons and tech-
nology are being used against
Palestinians by Isracl and
against Pakistan by terrorists.
The prgaunu of such weap-

which is in the interests of both
the US and global security.
“The possibility of another
9/11 cannot be ruled out if the
supply of the latest weaponry

onry an among ter-
rorists raises numerous ques-
tions that cannot be ignored, he
added.

Senator Durrani said that
the responsibility lies with the

United Nations and especially
with the United States to pre-
vent the supply of new tech-
nology and weapons to terror-
ists and terrorist organizations.
"The goal of terrorists, be
they state or non-state actors,
is to sow chaos, posing a threat
to the safety and security of
the world," Durrani said. He
said that Pakistani armed
forces and the nation defeated
terrorism with their unparal-
leled bravery and sacrifices
and “all political parties, insti-
tutions and the masses will
have to stay united and move
forward with a comprehensive
and robust plan of action.”
Pakistani nation and armed
forces would once again de-
feat terrorists, who are using
American weapons and tech-
nology, he said. “Strong de-
fense and robust democracy
are the guarantees of
Pakistan's integrity and secu-
rity,” Durrani concluded.




