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Governor Balochistan To Step
Down, If Arrested Women Not

Released: Mengal
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Chief of the
Balochistan National Party (BNP),
Sardar Akhtar Mengal, asserted
on Thursday that Governor
Balochistan would tender his res-
ignation if Baloch women, who
were arrested by Islamabad po-
lice, were not released. Speaking
at a press conference at his resi-
dence, Akhtar Mengal announced
that the Governor is scheduled to
depart for Islamabad tomorrow to
meet with the President and the
Caretaker Prime Minister.

“If the arrested women are
not released, the Governor will
submit his resignation,” declared
the BNP Chief.

 Governor Balochistan, Malik
Abdul Wali Kakar, and other lead-
ers were also present at the event.
It’s noteworthy that the Governor
belongs to the BNP Mengal.

“I would adhere to
the party chief’s

instructions”, Gov-
ernor Balochistan

Sardar Akhtar Mengal criti-
cized the ruling authorities for
neglecting the grievances of the
Baloch masses despite repeated
calls and protests. “We demand
justice,” he emphasized. Re-
sponding to questions about res-
ignation, Malik Wali Kakar, the
Governor,

stated that he would adhere
to the party chief’s instructions
in this regard.

The BNP Chief strongly con-
demned the use of force against
the protesting Baloch women ad-
vocating for missing persons. He
expressed disappointment that
instead of addressing the con-
cerns of the protesters,

 Islamabad police resorted to
tear gas and baton charges in the
capital.

The Baloch nationalist leader
urged the federal caretaker gov-
ernment to ensure the immediate
release of the arrested women and
children and to address the
broader issue of missing persons
in the country.

BUITEMS Celebrates 19th Convocation: 589 Graduates
Lauded for Academic Excellence

Manan Mandokhail:

All Women And Children Released:
Federal Minister

Dr. Malik Baloch Speaks To PM Kakar, Demands
Release Of Women

Dawood Ahmed:
ISLAMABAD: In a telephone

call, the President of the National
Party and former Chief Minister
of Balochistan, Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch, communicated with Care-
taker Prime Minister Anwar Haq
Kakar.

Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch ex-
pressed the National Party’s ur-
gent demand for the immediate
release of participants in the
Baloch Long March.

He conveyed the party’s
deep concern regarding the late-
night violence and the arrests of
women and children involved in
the peaceful protest.

Dr. Abdul Malik emphasized
that peaceful protest is an inher-
ent right of every citizen in the
country, and any attempt by the
government to curtail this right is
not only unacceptable but also
likely to lead to further complica-
tions.

Islamabad Should
Not Be a No-Go

Area for Protesters
Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch high-

lighted that, regrettably, various
political parties have engaged in
violent protests in Islamabad in
the recent past, targeting institu-
tions such as the Supreme Court,
Parliament House, and PTV build-
ings. Conversely, he pointed out
the creation of the Islamabad
Nogo area for peaceful Baloch

demonstrators and expressed in-
comprehension at the
government’s use of violence in
that specific context.

Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch de-
manded the unconditional and
immediate release of all partici-
pants in the peaceful protest, es-
pecially women and children.

He urged the caretaker prime
minister to engage in negotiations
with the protesters to address their
concerns. Meanwhile, Senator
Mir Tahir Bizenjo of the National
Party also contacted the Prime
Minister, echoing the demand for
the release of arrested partici-
pants in the Long March.

QUETTA: In a spectacu-
lar ceremony held on Thurs-
day, the Balochistan University
of Information Technology,
Engineering, and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS) com-
memorated its 19th Convoca-
tion, applauding the accom-
plishments of 589 graduates
from 32 diverse departments.
The event, a testament to aca-
demic prowess, featured the
conferral of degrees upon out-
standing students in MS, MBA,
and BS programs.

Governor
Balochistan Graced

The Occasion
The prestigious occasion

was graced by the esteemed
presence of Balochistan Gov-
ernor Malik Abdul Wali Khan
Kakar, who bestowed 40 gold
medals and 7 Badges of Honor
upon high-achieving graduates.
Noteworthy distinctions in-
cluded 17 recipients of MS
degrees, 12 MBA graduates,
and an impressive 560 students
completing their BS degrees.
The Zhob campus also wit-
nessed the conferment of de-
grees upon students from four
departments.

In his address, Governor
Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar
underscored the transforma-
tive role envisioned for the
graduating students in eliminat-
ing the developmental dispari-
ties in Balochistan. He ex-
pressed profound pride in the

educated and skilled youth,
emphasizing their success as
a beacon for a secure and vi-
brant future for both
Balochistan and Pakistan.
Governor Encour-
aged Graduates To
Remain Resilient

Governor Kakar encour-
aged the graduates to remain
resilient in the face of chal-
lenges, urging them to priori-
tize education and skill devel-

opment.  He lauded BUITEMS
as a source of hope for the
province’s youth.

Chancellor BUITEMS,
Professor Dr Khalid Hafeez,
underscored the university’s
commitment to delivering qual-
ity education and research
aligned with international stan-
dards. He commended the tire-
less efforts of the faculty and
staff, recognizing their pivotal
role in shaping the nation’s fu-
ture.

Dr. Khalid Hafeez ex-

pressed confidence in the
graduates, equipped with four-
year degrees from BUITEMS,
making substantial contribu-
tions to the social, economic,
and industrial progress of the
region. The convocation wit-
nessed a distinguished gather-
ing, including provincial minis-
ters, senior government offi-
cials, and members of the pub-
lic.  The lively participation of
students and their parents
added to the festive ambiance
of this momentous event.

Balochistan Election
2024: 770 Candidates

Vie for Seats
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In the run-up to
the upcoming general elections, a
surge of democratic enthusiasm
has been witnessed in Quetta, as
770 candidates have initiated the
nomination process for the three
National Assembly seats and nine
Provincial Assembly seats. The
Provincial Election Commission’s
spokesperson shared key up-
dates, shedding light on the cur-
rent status of nominations from
various constituencies.

National Assembly Contest:
1:NA 262 Quetta I:
72 candidates have received

nomination papers.
2 nominations have been

submitted.
2:NA 263 Quetta II:
84 nomination papers are

pending.
2 nominations have been col-

lected.
3:NA 264 Quetta III:
65 candidates are expected to

be nominated.
1 nomination has been sub-

mitted.
Provincial Assembly High-

lights:
1:PB 38 Quetta:
47 nomination forms are

pending.
2:PB 39 Quetta:
68 nomination forms are

pending.
4 nominations have been col-

lected.
3:PB 40 Quetta:
59 nomination papers are

pending.
4:PB 41 Quetta:

Recruitment is ongoing, with
2 nominations received.

5:PB 42 Quetta:
Maximum participation was

observed with 84 released papers
and 10 collected nominations.

6:PB 43 Quetta:
49 aspirants have received

nomination papers.
6 nominations have been

submitted.
7:PB 44 Quetta:
76 individuals have received

papers.
2 nominations have been

submitted.
8:PB 45 Quetta:
Nomination papers are in

progress.
2 nominations have been

submitted.
9:PB 46 Quetta:
67 candidates are expected to

be nominated.
2 nominations have been col-

lected.
The spokesperson empha-

sized that the nomination process
is ongoing, indicating a robust
response from prospective can-
didates. As Quetta gears up for
the elections, the diverse range
of constituencies reflects a dy-
namic democratic landscape, with
candidates actively engaging in
the democratic process. The elec-
tion commission encourages fur-
ther participation, underscoring
the significance of citizens exer-
cising their right to contribute to
the nation’s democratic journey.
Stay tuned for more updates as
the election season unfolds.

ISLAMABAD: Following
outcry over the baton-charging
and arrests of Baloch protesters
by Islamabad police, the caretaker
government said on Thursday
that all women and children had
been released.

“On the directives of the pre-
mier, it was decided that all women
and children, without any excep-
tions, will be released. Further, all
men who have been identified
have also been released,” said
privatisation minister Fawad
Hasan Fawad at a press confer-
ence in Islamabad alongside In-
formation Minister Murtaza
Solangi and culture minister Syed
Jamal Shah. The development
came hours after unanimous con-
demnations from human rights
organisations, analysts and poli-
ticians had poured in criticising
the “violent state crackdown” on
the Baloch protesters. Islamabad
police had arrested dozens of
Baloch men and women last night
during a demonstration against
enforced disappearances and ex-
tra-judicial killings. Videos of the
arrests shared on social media
showed security officials firing
water canons and tear gas at the
protesters. They could also be

seen dragging Baloch men and
women into police vans and beat-
ing them with clubs. The police
also dismantled camps and loud-
speakers set up by the demonstra-
tors outside the National Press
Club. Following the outcry, the
government had formed a negoti-
ating team comprising Solangi,
Fawad and Shah to hold talks with
the families of the protesters.

During the press conference,

Fawad said that a situation was
developed on purpose where po-
lice clashed with protesters. He
further said that the Islamabad
police chief Akbar Nasir Khan had
also presented the facts before the
Islamabad High Court (IHC).

He said that the IG told the
court that protesters were present
from beforehand and they did not
instigate the chaos. Fawad said
that there were some people

present who had already made
sure to cover their faces and had
planned what to do.

The minister said that the
protesters had been advised to
demonstrate at another location.
“However, they did not pay heed
to this advice and when they ad-
vanced, the local element which
had plans to exploit the situation
did so and created such a
situation.News Desk
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Climate opportunities
By Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

Hunkering down
By Khurram Husain:

That elusive cell
By F.S. Aijazuddin:

SEVERAL important
opportunities at COP28
have set the direction of
Pakistan’s climate jour-
ney for the year ahead.
Pakistan was able to
seize at least five possi-
bilities. The additional
emergent opportunities
can help Pakistan further
deepen climate relations
with China, the EU, Brit-
ain, the US and some
Arab countries, includ-
ing Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, to finance low-car-
bon and climate-resilient
development.

Pakistan’s participa-
tion at the climate sum-
mit in Dubai was active
and full of energy. It re-
flected a level of inter-
ministerial collaboration
hardly witnessed before.
The ministries of climate,
foreign policy, planning,
finance, and trade and
commerce combined ef-
forts to carve out space
and expand policy link-
ages.

They, together with
the governments of
Punjab and Sindh, show-
cased initiatives under-
taken for climate resil-
ience. The private sec-
tor and civil society, par-
ticularly with the robust
participation of the
youth, infused energy,
innovation and creativ-
ity into the proceedings.

Pakistan was
elected to the founding
Board of the Loss &
Damage Fund (LDF),
and secured positions
on four important com-
mittees of the United
Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC): the
Technology Executive
Committee (TEC); Paris
Committee on Capacity-
Building (PCCB); Advi-
sory Board of the
Santiago Network

(ABSN); and the Stand-
ing Committee on Fi-
nance (SCF). These com-
mittees will work to ad-
dress various aspects of
climate change, includ-
ing technology, innova-
tion, and finance, to
achieve the goals of the
Paris Agreement.

Being a member of
these committees will of-
fer Pakistan strategic
opportunities to lever-
age their workings for
their synergetic impact
and advantages for Pa-
kistan. Let’s first look at
the opportunities Paki-
stan captured
proactively at COP28.

LDF is a financial
mechanism that aims to
help vulnerable nations
rebuild necessary physi-
cal and social infrastruc-
ture. One of the few con-
crete decisions of COP28
was the creation of this
fund. The exact scope of
the LDF still has to be
clearly defined, and its
financing is something
that needs to be ironed
out.

Pakistan was
elected to become a mem-
ber of the founding
board. The role of the
board is to oversee the
fund’s operations, in-
cluding financial alloca-
tions and the manage-
ment of the fund’s re-
sources. The World
Bank will serve as a
trustee and host of the
fund for now.

TEC promotes tech-
nology development,
providing an overview
of technological needs,
and catalysing the de-
velopment and use of
technology. Its opera-
tional arm, Climate Tech-
nology Centre and Net-
work promotes the accel-
erated transfer of envi-
ronmentally sound tech-
nologies for low-carbon

and climate-resilient de-
velopment. The TEC and
CTCN jointly undertake
activities on such com-
mon areas such as na-
tional systems of innova-
tion, industry, and the
wa te r- en e rg y - fo o d
nexus.

PCCB supports de-
veloping countries in
building their capacity,
including institutional
strengthening and policy
development, to effec-
tively tackle climate
change in various sec-
tors and meet their com-
mitments under the Paris
Agreement.

ABSN was set up to
catalyse technical assis-
tance for the implemen-
tation of activities re-
lated to loss and damage.
The Advisory Board is
designed to connect de-
veloping countries with
providers of technical
assistance, knowledge,
and resources. The
Santiago  Network is
seen as the technical arm
of the UNFCCC’s mecha-
nism for addressing loss
and damage.

SCF’s work is aimed
at improving the under-
standing of the current
status of climate finance
flows, and to enhance
efforts to identify ways
to improve the effective-
ness of finance in the
context of the ultimate
objective of the climate
convention. The SCF
Forum brings together
representatives from
governments, financial
institutions, private sec-
tor, and civil society to
discuss and exchange
information on climate fi-
nance.

These fora are
clearly linked to each
other and can help rein-
force each other’s work.
Three of these five fo-
rums are directly linked

with loss and damage,
but all are committed to
what Pakistan needs the
most: capacity-develop-
ment, technology, and
climate finance. It will be
in Pakistan’s interest if
an interministerial work-
ing group is constituted
to coordinate their work
and Pakistan’s posi-
tions.

While Pakistan has
benefited from its active
engagement in the nego-
tiating processes, it also
stands to benefit from
some of the failures of
COP28. The climate sum-
mit failed to reach clear,
timebound agreements
on carbon trading and
phasing out coal and
fossil fuels.

COP28’s failure to
finalise Article 6 that
deals with carbon trad-
ing and carbon markets
will help forestall the
‘gold rush’ of voluntary
carbon markets. VCMs
are often criticised for
lacking transparency,
community rights, and
actual emissions reduc-
tions. This impasse, from
Pakistan’s standpoint,
was perhaps better than
ceding to an agreement
that enabled question-
able trading or facilitated
greenwashing.

The delay in con-
cluding Articles 6.2 and
6.4 gives Pakistan an
opportunity to finalise
its carbon trading guide-
lines and policies, and to
develop and digitalise its
inventory. In fact, this
may enable Pakistan to
recast its mangroves
project in Sindh from
VCM to the regulatory
market. Some estimates
suggest that the present
30-year concession will
fetch revenues of $2.3
billion at $15 per credit,
but in  the regulatory
market, it could attract up

to $6bn at $50 per credit.
Meanwhile, COP28

did not commit to phas-
ing out but phasing
down fossil fuels. This
futuristic articulation
provides Pakistan
breathing space to plan
its exit.

The Just Energy
Transition Partnership,
led primarily by Ger-
many, the EU, Japan,
Britain, and the US, has
signed large agreements
with South Africa, Indo-
nesia and Vietnam. The
aim is to  help these
countries comply with
the Paris Agreement and
support their transition
to a low-carbon
economy.

South Africa signed
the first JETP in 2021, re-
ceiving $8.5bn in public
and private finance over
three to five years, with
additional funding of al-
most $3.5bn. Indonesia
and Vietnam secured
$20bn and $15.5bn in
JETP deals in 2022. These
partnerships have begun
to accelerate the deploy-
ment of renewable en-
ergy, capping total
power sector emissions,
and establishing goals
to reach net-zero emis-
sions in the power sec-
tor.

China was not part
of these deals. Indone-
sia has expressed inter-
est in seeking China’s
help for renewable en-
ergy and infrastructure
projects, and any part-
nership with China
would run parallel with
the JETP. Pakistan has
thus far not undertaken
any costing for phasing
out coal but the under-
construction Gwadar
coal power plant can still
become a model project
for hybrid energy that
combines hydrogen and
off-shore wind energy.

A GOOD example of
how Pakistan is
hunkering down further
and further in the face of
increasing scarcities is
provided by natural gas.
Pakistan has been
blessed with abundant
gas discoveries from a
very early age, and one
of the first public sector
enterprises created in
the country was Paki-
stan Petroleum in 1950.

From a country with
barely any energy
sources, and practically
no power generation ca-
pability at birth, Pakistan
built an industrial base
for itself in large measure
due to its abundant en-
dowment of domestic
natural gas. In fact, few
people know this, but the
country’s oldest
fertiliser manufacturer —
Engro — got its start in
the early 1960s when its
original parent company
called Esso was pros-
pecting for oil and found
gas by accident in the
Mari field, which was out
in the middle of a desert
at that time.

Since Esso was an
oil company, they could
not figure out what to do
with their gas find and
left it for a few years. It
was not until later that

somebody somewhere
figured out that they
could manufacture
fertiliser instead, if only
the government could
negotiate an appropriate
price with them, given
that fertiliser was a con-
trolled price product.

This was in the early
to mid-1960s, and Esso
fertiliser was born, prob-
ably the second fertiliser
manufacturer in the
country at the time. Since
then, more discoveries
were made, and more
fertiliser manufacturers
cropped up, especially in
the late 1970s with the
arrival of Fauji Fertiliser
into the same business.

The first thermal
power plants had also
come up in the 1970s,
alongside the large-scale
hydroelectric power
generation capability
that was coming online
between the commis-
sioning of the Mangla
and Tarbela dams, span-
ning the mid-1960s to the
late 1970s.  The Guddu
thermal power station
was the earliest and larg-
est such plant, running
entirely on natural gas
and commissioned in
1974. It was situated in
Khandkot, almost ex-
actly equidistant from
three major population

centres that it was sup-
posed to serve: Karachi,
Lahore and Quetta. It is
operational to this day,
although some of its tur-
bines have been replaced
since its first commis-
sioning. Alongs ide
fertiliser and power gen-
eration, natural gas was
also being given in large
quantities to domestic
consumers until the
1990s when Pakistan had
arguably one of the
world’s largest piped gas
distribution infrastruc-
ture. Other industrial
claimants arose along
the way, in cement for
example, and textiles, es-
pecially in processing
where gas made a good
fuel to power the boilers.

This is how this do-
mestic endowment be-
came the single most im-
portant primary fuel in
the country. It may come
as a surprise but our
abundant endowment of
natural gas actually
cushioned the country
from the main brunt of the
various oil price shocks
the world economy has
had to absorb over these
decades. This is not to
say Pakistan was im-
mune to the oil shocks of
the 1970s or the late
2000s. It is just to under-
line that the country

would have been hit far
harder had it not been for
the natural gas endow-
ment which absorbed at
least some of the impact
of these shocks.

By early  1980s ,
awareness was already
spreading that gas pric-
ing was going to have to
change, although there
was nobody in the coun-
try willing to champion
this cause. The IMF was
urging such a pricing re-
form, but the regime of
Gen Ziaul Haq was in no
mood to oblige, arguing
instead that doing so
would have ramifications
for food security, which
had only recently been
attained after a hard-
fough t couple of de-
cades. But as the decade
of the 1980s wore on,
awareness kept spread-
ing, and in the middle of
the 1980s, a commission
was formed with the ex-
press purpose of bring-
ing about price deregu-
lation across the board.

It was headed by
AGN Kazi, a senior and
seasoned civil servant
from Ghulam Ishaq
Khan’s inner circle, sig-
nalling the seriousness
of intent. The commis-
sion began by looking at
fertiliser, before moving
into other areas like oil,

and agriculture products
such as wheat and cot-
ton.

The commission
failed to  deregulate
fertiliser pricing for a va-
riety of reasons. The
manufacturers said the
price of fertiliser should
be a function of the price
at which a new plant will
be set up. The commis-
sion found that fertiliser
was linked with gas, and
also food pricing, and
adjusting this key price
would produce large im-
pacts on other prices. To
this day, fertiliser re-
mains a controlled price.

Then in the Seventh
Five-Year Plan a new
awareness began to
creep in: that Pakistan’s
gas reservoirs were
likely to run out, and no
new discoveries were
being made or likely to
be made. In the early
1990s, the first projec-
tions appeared showing
Pakistan’s gas fields en-
tering their period of de-
cline around the year
2008 or 2010. Given the
number of industries
that were not dependent
on gas as a primary fuel,
and its salience to agri-
culture and food produc-
tion, this projection was
like forecasting a catas-
trophe.

DR Azra Raza’s name
— a playful anagram —
is nevertheless one of
the most universally re-
spected in oncology.

Pakistani by origin,
she graduated from Dow
Medical College,
Karachi, in the 1970s.
There, treating a victim
dying of cancer — “the
emperor of all maladies”
— she decided to make
that disease her
specialisation.

Like many talented
Pakistanis who found
local institutions a use-
ful springboard only to
discover that the pool of
future options was
empty, Dr Raza migrated
to the United States
where she joined the
Roswell Park Cancer In-
stitute in Buffalo (New
York) in 1977. Its motto,
composed by a Dr Grace,
gripped her: “If I had a
choice between a walk
on the moon and saving
one life from cancer, I
would never look at the
moon again.”

Rather like Dr Raza,
whose husband Harvey
Preisler would in time
himself die from cancer,
it took a personal trag-
edy — the death of his
two-year-old son Jimmy
from leukaemia — for Dr
Grace to realign his pri-
orities. Dr Grace too
made it his mission to
find a cure for cancer. He
discovered to his chagrin
though that the US gov-
ernment committed 400
times more money to the
military than to cancer
research. (Which coun-
try doesn’t?)

Dr Raza has com-
pressed her research
over the past 40 years in
cancer prevention and

treatment into a moving,
readable (even for a lay-
man) book titled The
First Cell: And the Hu-
man Costs of Pursuing
Cancer to  the Last
(2019). She lectures ex-
tensively, drawing atten-
tion to her lonely quest
to identify and isolate
the first cell — in es-
sence, “finding cancer
before it finds us”.

She summarises her
book in one pithy sen-
tence: “The future is in
preventing cancer by
identifying the earliest
markers of the first can-
cer cell rather than chas-
ing after the last.”

Synthesizing her
experience in the field
since 1984, she found
that “while there has
been little progress in
cancer research, there
has been even less im-
provement in  treat-
ment”, some of it un-
changed since the 1970s.
She makes this startling
observation: “Since
2005, 70 per cent of ap-
proved drugs  have
shown zero improvement
in survival rates, while
up to 70 per cent have
been actually harmful to
patients.” She notes that
in 1977, the survival rate
of cancer patients was
26pc. Over 40 years later,
despite the billions of
dollars spent on re-
search, it has improved
only marginally  to
28.5pc.  Having seen
death too often and too
closely, she is qualified
to assert: “Dying is not
a failure. Denying death
is.” It is not shared nihil-
ism that draws her close
to the Afro-American
writer the late James
Baldwin, who mused: “It
seems to me that one

ought to rejoice in the
fact of death by confront-
ing with passion the co-
nundrum of life [.] … It is
the small beacon in that
terrifying darkness from
which we come and to
which we shall return.”

Dr Azra borrowed
Baldwin’s telling phrase
as the title of her recent
Yohsin lecture at
Karachi’s Habib Univer-
sity: Confronting with
Passion the Conundrum
of Life. During her lec-
ture, she explained the
uniqueness of her ap-
proach. She identifies
patients with a high risk
of cancer and then moni-
tors them, looking for that
first tell-tale symptom.
She has analysed that
the major causes of can-
cer are age and stress.
According to her, 60pc of
cancers diagnosed are
cured, mostly by surgery,
chemotherapy and radia-
tion. The remaining 40pc
are diagnosed but are at
too advanced a stage to
be salvaged. Her medical
library consists of a tis-
sue bank she created that
contains over 60,000
specimens drawn from
cancer patients. Her pio-
neering effort in this type
of specialised documen-
tation is now being given
the re-cogn ition
(bela--ted--ly) it de-
serves.

In her inimitable, of-
ten bilingual presenta-
tions, Dr Azra leavens
science with poetry, in
English and in Urdu. She
does not need to search
for the appropriate quo-
tation: Rainer Maria Rilke,
W.H. Auden,
Shakespeare, Allama
Iqbal, Faiz and Ghalib
wait impatiently to be
summoned.

Climate resilience
By Naseer Memon:

THE screening of devel-
opment projects through
the lens of climate resil-
ience requires a para-
digm shift in develop-
ment planning and bud-
geting. The International
Monetary Fund wants
Pakistan to introduce
this shift through the
FY2024-25 budget. Prod-
ding the ministries of fi-
nance and planning, the
IMF has prescribed mak-
ing budget documents
more explicit  on the
nexus between the bud-
get and climate-related
action. It has put empha-
sis on advancing green
budgeting, including
budget tracking, pub-
lishing information on
climate-related spending

and aligning the next
budget with climate
change adaptation. The
overall mainstreaming of
climate change in devel-
opment planning in-
volves myriad intrica-
cies. Prioritising the
most promising invest-
ments in the public sec-
tor with a strategic focus
on addressing climate
concerns requires a wise
approach. This entails
development planning
and financial allocations
to pre-empt climate woes
through diligently de-
signed adaptation and
mitigation projects. Last
year’s floods inflicted
losses and damage to the
tune of $30 billion on
Pakistan. A deeper scru-
tiny of the factors that

triggered this devasta-
tion reveal climate-insen-
sitive planning and mis-
placed priorities. The
logical cure to perpetual
disasters is removing the
bugs from the develop-
ment process that worsen
the impact of extreme cli-
matic factors. The latter
can convert hazards into
calamities, and removing
developmental defects is
a prerequisite for averting
disasters and mitigating
loss and damage. Cli-
mate-sensitive budget-
ing and mainstreaming of
climate change adapta-
tion is often miscon-
strued as financial alloca-
tion for the relevant min-
istries and departments.
In reality, the concept
transcends budgets. In-

ternational expert on cli-
mate change adaptation
Richard Klein explains
the concept as “the in-
tegration of policies and
measures to address cli-
mate change into ongo-
ing sectoral planning
and management, so as
to ensure the long-term
viability and
sustainability of sectoral
and development in-
vestments”.  This ap-
proach underscores the
need for applying a cli-
mate lens to develop-
ment projects. Sectoral
policies should focus on
adaptation that can be
infused into sectoral
plans and eventually
trickle down to the
project level. Applying
climate filters at the

project level requires an
in-depth dissection of
every development
project with a climate
knife and not just mark-
ing a perfunctory tick
box in  the PC-1 pro
forma. Another possibil-
ity could be to broaden
the scope of the envi-
ronmental impact as-
sessment to climate im-
pact assessment. This
can climate-fence
projects. The EIA is man-
datory for large-scale,
complex and environ-
mentally sensitive
projects but has been re-
duced to a ritualistic drill
these days. The process
has been trivialised to
the extent of circumvent-
ing the EIA altogether or
conducting it mid-course

only to observe a formal-
ity. The environmental
protection agencies have
been rendered spineless.
At times, they take a
compromised position
when projects involve
special interests for pow-
erful people. Once the
development process is
made climate-proof, set-
ting the right priorities is
the next goalpost. Water
conservation, disaster
mitigation, resilient agri-
culture, efficient irriga-
tion systems, reducing
emissions in brown sec-
tors, renewable energy
sources, preventive pub-
lic health systems, sani-
tation, storm drainage,
and afforestation are
some of the key priority
areas of the investment

portfolio. These sectors
need integrated strate-
gies to create synergies,
with adaptation agendas
in line with the Pakistan
National Climate Resil-
ience and Adaptation
Plan 2023-2030. A silver
lining is that the glass is
not half em--pty. The Cli-
mate Public
Expen-di-t-u-res and
Institu-tional Review,
2017, for Pakis-tan
shows that the country
is already spending a
sizeable proportion of its
budget on sectors con-
tributing to offsetting
the impact of climate
change. Nevertheless, a
significant financial gap
still persists as the aver-
age costs for annual ad-
aptation to climate

change have been esti-
mated at $10.70bn per an-
num over the next 35 to
40 years. The provincial
governments have to
lead from the front as all
these subjects fall under
their ambit. The prov-
inces are equipped with
locally contextualised
climate change policies.
Climate-sensitive plan-
ning and budgeting will
have an enduring advan-
tage for the provinces. A
robust climate mitigation
and adaptation plan will
reduce their vulnerability
to hydro-climatic disas-
ters, and thus create fis-
cal space for other de-
velopmental needs that
are often compromised
due to climate-induced
torments.

Lost potential: Exploring the plight of
out of school children in Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah :
Despite the allocation of more than 90 billion rupees for the education
sector in the budget for the year 2023-24, still more than 2 million chil-
dren are out of school in Balochistan. Much has been said and repeated
promises have been made by successive governments, nevertheless,
the number of out-of-school children has grown. The alarming rise of
out-of-school children means the potential of a generation is lost and
the future of out-of-school children is at stake.

The number of enrolled students in government schools is 1,119,925,
the report mentioned. The students studying in private schools are in
addition to this. However, no data about the private schools’ enrollment
is available.

Balochistan’s Silent Crisis
The province has not conducted any survey to assess the learning

quality of students studying in over 15,000 government-run primary,
middle and high schools across Balochistan. As per a confidential re-
port obtained by Daily Quetta Voice, still over 2 million children are out
of school. It has been evident that the law and order situation always
overshadows the education issue.

Caretaker Education Minister Balochistan, Qadir Bakhsh Baloch
revealed that there was no toilet facility in 5716 government-run schools
of the province. Such data has been repeatedly shared by every new
education minister. Enough is enough, the rulers must go beyond state-
ments and translate their words into action.

Breaking the chains of illiteracy
The literacy rate in Balochistan is 46 percent as per statistics ob-

tained from the education department with 61 percent male and 29
percent female. If our government and policymakers are committed to
breaking the chains of illiteracy, then, they have to make sure the en-
rollment of every child in school and every teacher in class. This strat-
egy offers the panacea to this alarming problem.

Children of Balochistan also deserve better and the government
must launch a practical education emergency to enroll all out-of-school
children in the province. Otherwise, the impact of out-of-school chil-
dren is huge for the country and nation.
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
BALOCHISTAN AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA
             SUIT NO. 71/2023

Bank Alfalah Limited through Team Leader SME & Commercial,
Main Baranch M.A Jinnah Road Quetta.  Plaintiff

    versus
     M/s. Ahmed Petroleum through its sole proprietor
     Shahid Aziz son of Muhammad Aziz
     Adresses:
 i.        House No. 5-8/9 Shawak Shah Road Quetta.
ii.        House No. 94/13 Khursheed Alam Road Lahore.

       Cell No. 03218103000.                Defendant

           SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF   RS:  12,760,255/63  U/S   9 OF
         THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF FINANCES)
                         ORDINANCE NO. XLVI OF 2001.

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.
WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section

9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 12,760,255/
63balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy
can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave
from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 06-02-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 21 day of December, 2023.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

China, Pakistan sign MoU on biodiversity
conservation

Govt committed to ensure peace, equal
rights to all citizens: President

BEIJING (INP):
China Biodiversity
Conservation and
Green Development
F o u n d a t i o n
(CBCGDF) and Rap-
tor Centre for Conser-
vation and Rehabilita-
tion Pakistan signed a
memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) to
collaborate on
biodiversity conserva-
tion.

The two parties
have agreed to en-
hance their coopera-
tion in building com-
m u n i t y - l e v e l
biodiversity conserva-
tion networks and rais-
ing awareness about
the conservation of
raptor biodiversity. 

They also aim to
improve in-service

training and specialty
courses on raptor
identification, conser-
vation, and habitat as-
sessment, as well as to
assist in the capacity
building of profession-
als.

In accordance
with the guiding prin-
ciples of the Conven-
tion on the Conserva-
tion of Migratory Spe-
cies of Wild Animals
(CMS), the parties will
formulate a multi-spe-
cies action plan for
raptors. 

They will also es-
tablish essential facili-
ties for the rescue, re-
habilitation, and breed-
ing of raptors, and de-
vise a plan to raise
awareness about rap-
tor conservation. 

These efforts will
significantly contribute
to preventing the ex-
tinction of raptors.

China and Paki-
stan have long shared
prosperity and adver-
sity, supporting each
other in coping with
major challenges such
as natural disasters.
CBCGDF responded
promptly and initiated
cooperation with Paki-
stan and its scientific
community. 

It has participated
in the "Monitoring and
Assessment of Desert
Locust Plagues in
Asia and Africa"
project of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences,
conducted remote
sensing monitoring of
biodiversity in Paki-

stan, and offered early
warning of invasive
species to assist Paki-
stan in safeguarding
food security.

Under the Memo-
randum, the two par-
ties will collaborate to
initiate a new approach
to global biodiversity
governance that is
fairer and more equi-
table. 

Each party will
strive to achieve the
inspiring vision of har-
monious coexistence
between humans and
nature, and to further
strengthen the China-
Pakistan community
with a shared future in
the new era, according
to a report published
by Gwadar Pro on
Thursday.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Dr Arif Alvi
has said that the gov-
ernment was fully
committed to ensure
peace, tranquility and
equal rights to all citi-
zens of the country ir-
respective of caste,
creed and religion as
enunciated in the Is-
lamic teaching, pro-
nounced by Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah and laid down
by the Constitution of
Pakistan.

Being an Islamic
welfare state, it was
their duty to safeguard
the basic rights of all re-
ligious minorities, he
said and reassured that
their all rights would be
completely protected at
all costs as the succes-
sive governments had
been making strenuous
efforts in this regard.

While addressing a
ceremony held here at
the Aiwan-e-Sadr on
Thursday in connection
with the celebrations of
Christmas, the presi-
dent said Prophet Isa
(AS) was an embodi-
ment of peace and af-
fection and these val-
ues were much needed
in today’s world
shaken by strife, con-
flicts and wars.

He said that teach-
ings of Islam as well as
by almost all religions
laid emphasis upon the
value of human life and
when its value was re-
duced, it gave rise to
conflicts. “Wars and
carnage are no solu-
tions. My message to
the world is; wars must
end,” he stressed.

The ceremony
was arranged by the
ministry of religious
affairs and interfaith
harmony was attended
by parliamentarians,
religious leaders and
members from differ-
ent faiths, members of
diplomatic corps and a
large number of Chris-
tian families.

Dr. Arif Alvi refer-
ring to atrocities in
Gaza, said contrary to
the religious teaching of
peace and tolerance,
the scenes in the world
were topsy-turvy.
About 19,000 precious
human lives in Gaza

had been lost but the
human hearts had not
melted, he added.

He opined that de-
spite the United Na-
tions’ calling for imme-
diate ceasefire and a
denunciation by the
Pope himself, the car-
nage of Palestinians in-
cluding Christians con-
tinued where churches
besides, mosques were
razed to the ground.

The enlightened
world advocating the
tenets of democratic
values was so oblivious
to the humanitarian
woes in the conflict, he
added. He said when
Pakistan Resolution
was passed during
1940, a simultaneous
resolution over Pales-
tine was also adopted
and reaffirmed that the
two-state was the only
solution to the issue.
President Alvi said in
Pakistan, all communi-
ties were enjoying equal
rights and living with
peace which was ‘a
beautiful banquet’ of in-
terfaith harmony and
unity. Recollecting the
tragic Jaranwala inci-
dent, he said whenever
an incident involving
religious minorities sur-
faced, the governments
had immediately re-
sponded and also com-
mended the judiciary
for playing a significant
role in ensuring their
rights.

He said Holy
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him)
and the Caliphs also re-
peatedly advised and
acted for the protection
of rights, places of
worship and lives of
the followers of other
faiths.

Moreover, Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, the founder of
nation, in his historic
and memorable speech
of August 11, 1947 had
stressed that everyone
irrespective of colour,
creed and religion
would have the equal
rights, privileges, and
obligations,  besides
complete religious free-
dom in the new State
of Pakistan, he added.

He also appreci-
ated the contributions
of religious minorities

in the social and eco-
nomic uplift of the
country. Citing treat-
ment meted out to mi-
norities including Mus-
lims, Christians and
Sikhs in India, he said
an archbishop in the
Manipur had claimed
that about 150
churches were burnt
down which was given
a colour of tribal con-
flict to divert attention
from the plight of mi-
norities. President Alvi
said Hazrat Isa (AS)
served the ailing and
miserable humanity and
spread the divine mes-
sage of peace, empathy
and affection among the
human beings and the
observance of day re-
inforced that message.

Earlier, speaking
on the occasion, Care-
taker Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony Aneeq
Ahmed said that all the
Prophets spread the
message of peace,
equality and tolerance.

He urged the reli-
gious leaders to spread
the message of peace
and love in the world,
adding that  the white
colour in the national
flag of Pakistan de-
clared that the country
could not be completed
without their religious
minorities. Archbishop
of twin-cities of
Islamabad and
Rawalpindi, Dr Joseph
Arshad said that there
was need to reinforce
the spiritual message of
peace, affection and in-
terfaith harmony as
spread by Hazrat Isa
(AS).He said the Chris-
tians and all other reli-
gious communities
would continue playing
their role in the
progress and prosper-
ity of the country.

Bishop of Lahore
Diocese Nadeem
Kamran, in his re-
marks, said that the joy-
ous day reminded them
to further foster broth-
erhood.

Yekaterina Duntsova to contest presidential
election against Vladimir Putin

SC directs Sindh govt for urgent mea-
sures to facilitate nullah affectees

KARACHI (INP): The
Supreme Court (SC) on
Thursday directed the
Sindh chief secretary for
urgent measures to facili-
tate families of affectees,
whose houses were
razed in an anti-en-
croachment drive around
Gujjar, Orangi Town, and
Mahmoodabad Nullahs

The SC Karachi
Registry passed the or-
ders while hearing a plea
from affectees of Gujjar,
Orangi Town, and
M e h m o o o d a b a d
nullahs. The bench gave
15-day time to the care-
taker government for ap-
proval of the funds to
compensate the
affectees. The court sum-
moned Mayor Karachi

Murtaza Wahab, Chief
Secretary, Commissioner
Karachi, and other offi-
cials to address the is-
sue.

Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar sought clari-
fication from the relevant
authorities on the status
of the alternative homes
initiative, to which the
Chief Secretary sought
‘leverage’ from the court
as the approval of the
Cabinet is pending re-
garding the compensa-
tion to the affectees.
“Whether the cabinet is
involved or not, the
court order must be
implemented,” Justice
Ali Mazhar said.

Mayor Karachi
stated that the relevant

authorities are currently
considering two op-
tions, which are to pro-
vide the affectees an al-
ternative plot with con-
struction or provide
plots with cash.

“The land has been
allotted, and the anti-en-
croachment drive will be
commenced after the ap-
proval of the Chief Sec-
retary,” Murtaza Wahab
responded to a ques-
tion.  Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar reiterated the
urgency, stating, “One
will be given, another will
come; it is your respon-
sibility  to vacate the
land.”

 The focal person of
the Sindh Government
explained to the court

that the 600 victims – to
whom the compensation
cheques were not pro-
vided – did not have
valid CNIC, some of
them did not contact, and
some are dead. The Su-
preme Court directed to
submit the list of the vic-
tims to the lawyer, ex-
pressing hope for
progress in the coming
days.

Mayor Karachi as-
sured the court that a
total of 491 compensa-
tion cheques are left,
which will be handed
over to the victims soon.
The court urged every
possible effort to hasten
the process of distribut-
ing the checks to the af-
fected families.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi addressing the Christmas Celebration Cer-
emony 2023, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

MOSCOW (INP):
Yekaterina Duntsova,
former Tv journalist
flexes muscles to contest
Russian presidential
election against Vladimir
Putin , being held in
March. Putin was ex-
pected to be victorious
with clear majority.

In an interview last
month, 40-year-old
Yekaterina Duntsova
called for an end to the
conflict in Ukraine and
the release of political
prisoners including op-
position leader Alexei
Navalny. To formally en-
ter the election, she sub-
mitted documents to of-
ficials at the Central Elec-
toral Commission. Putin’s
victory is widely seen as
a foregone conclusion by
supporters and oppo-
nents alike.

She now faces a ma-
jor hurdle to  obtain
300,000 signatures in
support of her candidacy,
from all across Russia, by
Jan. 31.

But Yekaterina
Duntsova corrected a re-
porter who asked her if
she thought the authori-
ties would actually allow
her to stand.

“Why are we talking
about permission if this
is my right according to

the law and I have that
possibility and have the
necessary qualities to
put myself forward?”
she replied.

“We are just mov-
ing according to the for-
mula prescribed by fed-
eral law, and for that we
don’t need anyone’s
permission.”

Putin, 71, has been
in power as president or
prime minister since 1999

and is seeking another
six-year term. With
Navalny serving prison
sentences totalling more
than 30 years and other
leading Kremlin critics
either behind bars or
outside the country be-
cause of the risk of ar-
rest, there is no estab-
lished opposition figure
to challenge him.

Navalny’s support-
ers call the process a

sham, saying the Krem-
lin, via the electoral com-
mission, controls who
can run and can easily
manipulate the vote if
needed with the help of
an opaque electronic
voting system. The
Kremlin says Putin will
win because he enjoys
overwhelming public
support, with opinion
poll ratings of around
80%.

Naseerabad: Group photo of the teachers of Government Model High School with
Commissioner Tariq Qamar Baloch.
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Speakers stress Kashmir settlement
under UN resolutions

Vast majority of Pakistanis perceive CPEC
positive for Pak economy: Report

CPEC Balochistan Forum to equip journal-
ists in under-developed areas

Sherry rules out possibility of seat ad-
justment with JUI-F

Pakistan calls for holding Israel ac-
countable for its evil actions

RAWALAKOT  (INP): The
speakers addressing a seminar
have stressed the settlement of
the lingering Kashmir dispute
according to the United Na-
tions resolutions.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, the seminar
was organized by Pasban-e-
Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir
at Poonch Medical College in
Rawalakot on Thursday.

The speakers said the In-
dian government was using the
worst military force to suppress
the freedom struggle of the
Kashmiri people and the citi-
zens, demanding freedom,
rights and justice under the op-
pressive black laws like Armed
Forces Special Powers Act,
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act and Public Safety
Act, were being martyred in
fake encounters or sent to jails.

They said in occupied
Kashmir, the agencies under

the influence of Indian National
Investigation Agency and New
Delhi-controlled State Investi-
gation Agency were occupy-
ing the lands of the Kashmiri
citizens, besides demolishing
their properties and taking
them into custody.

The speakers deplored the
United Nations have passed
several resolutions on Jammu
and Kashmir, however, it has
failed to implement them. The
Kashmiri people have been
struggling continuously for the
last over seven decades for
freedom from Indian military
oppression and would continue
it till taking it to its logical con-
clusion, they added.  The
speakers demanded of the
United Nations and Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation to
help stop the Indian brutalities
in the occupied territory. They
also urged the government of
Azad Kashmir to announce an

anti-India protest movement
regarding the Indian Supreme
Court’s recent verdict on
Kashmir’s special status  The
speakers also termed the Is-
raeli aggression on Palestine as
a big challenge for the Muslim
Ummah and appealed it to play
a practical role in the establish-
ment of an independent Pales-
tinian state.  The speakers in-
cluded Principal of the college
Professor Dr Chaudhry
Muhammad Shabbir, Chairman
of Pasban-e-Hurriyet Uzair
Ahmed Ghazali, Professor
Rukhsana Firdous, Professor
Shakeel Sadiq, Liaquat Ali
Rana, Muhammad Fayyaz
Khan and Usman.  After the
seminar, professors, students
and staff of the college took a
symbolic walk to demand the
right to self-determination of
the Kashmiri people and
prayed for the martyrs of
Kashmir and Palestine.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
minister senior leader of Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP),
Sherry Rehman has ruled out
any possibility of seat adjust-
ment with Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam Fazal (JUI-F) alleging the
later did not want to timely gen-
eral elections.

Talking to a private news
channel on Thursday, she said,
“The JUI-F was part of the
collation government; however,
this time the situation is differ-
ent, but PPP doors are always
open to other political oppo-
nents.”

Sherry Rehman said that
the PPP was committed to
launch a vigorous electoral
campaign from Garhi Khuda
Bakhsh on December 27, on

tions. She emphasized that the
national interest must be above
everything else.

Sherry Rehman was opti-
mistic to form next govern-
ment, saying that the PPP
would contest elections from
all constituencies across the
country, and results in Punjab
would be different.

She noted that the PPP
wanted a level playing field for
all the parties to contest the
next polls in a free and fair
manner.

In response to a query, she
remarked PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto is a young poli-
tician and he will be the candi-
date of her party for the slot of
prime minister in the upcom-
ing elections.

the death anniversary of BB
Shaheed.

The PPP was the only
party that stresses the need for
holding timely elections in the
country, she claimed adding the
other political parties in the
country were seemingly run-
ning away from the polls.

She deplored that different
tactics were used in the past
to create rifts in her party; their
all attempts went in vein, and
the PPP raised the slogan ‘Pa-
kistan Khappay’ (Long live
Pakistan). “We would never let
anyone break Sindh,” said
Sherry.

The PPP leader urged the
politicians to abstain from poli-
tics of division as the country
is going through tough condi-

ISLAMABAD (INP): The China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) Media Forum Balochistan
Initiative was launched on to
equip the journalists in underde-
veloped areas of Balochistan with
information of the Chinese invest-
ment in the region and its posi-
tive impacts.

In an exclusive interview with
Gwadar Pro, Caretaker Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza Solangi
said that the CPEC Media Forum
Balochistan Initiative will equip
the local journalists of
Balochistan with the right infor-
mation about CPEC projects.

He said, “CPEC starts from
Gilgit-Baltistan to Gwadar, and it
cannot be completed without the
development of Balochistan, es-
pecially Gwadar.

We should encourage more

journalists to join the media in-
dustry especially focusing on the
region's developmental projects
and will give them the right infor-
mation to encounter the negative
propaganda against the corridor.”

On asking about the avail-
ability of media education at the
University of Gwadar one of the
University students Samaa who
was present at the forum told the
correspondent that journalism
has not been introduced at
Gwadar University as yet, and in-
troducing media education at the
university level will help youth
play their role in this field.

Adding to the role of the me-
dia industry in Balochistan Chair-
man Pakistan-China Institute
(PCI) Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed elaborated that the local
media channel journalists from
print as well as electronic media

should be supported by both Chi-
nese and Pakistani governments
to convey the right information
to the locals.

“Supporting journalists in
underdeveloped areas of
Balochistan through this initiative
will not only empower them but
will also play a crucial role in pro-
moting transparency, accountabil-
ity, and civic engagement,” he
said.

The focus of the 8th CPEC
Media Forum jointly organized by
Pakistan-China Institute (PCI) and
China Economic Net (CEN) was
“Next decade of CPEC: Opportu-
nities & learning from past de-
cade”.

The Forum conducted in-
depth exchanges and discussions
on topics including “3rd Belt and
Road Forum: Opportunities for
Green Development.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Paki-
stan has called for holding Is-
rael accountable for its evil ac-
tions and urged the United
Nations Security Council to
take immediate effective ac-
tion to impose a ceasefire and
lift the inhumane siege against
Gaza.

At her weekly media brief-
ing in Islamabad on Thursday,
Foreign Officer Spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said
Pakistan remains deeply con-
cerned over the ongoing cam-
paign of brutality and large-
scale massacre unleashed
upon the Palestinian people.

She said we strongly con-

demn Israel's ongoing war on
hospitals and its barbarous bull-
dozing of tents in the courtyard
and vicinity of the Kamal
Adwan Hospital in Gaza that
crushed to death numerous
Palestinians including women,
children and wounded patients
under treatment.

She said the crimes against
humanity in occupied Palestine
are a haunting stain on the con-
science of humanity.

The Spokesperson said
Pakistan is also deeply con-
cerned over the recent state-
ments made by senior Israeli
officials, rejecting the creation
of a viable and independent

Palestinian state.
She said such statements,

especially the comments on the
"Oslo Accords", reflect the true
intentions of the Israeli occu-
pation authorities, their disre-
gard for International law and
commitments and rejection of
a just resolution of the Pales-
tinian question.

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
said Pakistan firmly believes
that the only just solution to the
Palestinian question is the cre-
ation of an independent, viable,
sovereign and contiguous Pal-
estinian State along pre-June
1967 borders with Al-Quds-
Al-Sharif as its capital.

BEIJING (INP): As 2023 marks the
10th anniversary of the launch of
China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), a report titled “Per-
ceptions on CPEC in Pakistan”
was launched at the 8th CPEC
Media Forum hosted by the Chi-
nese Embassy in Pakistan and or-
ganized by China Economic Net
and Pakistan-China Institute. 

Data from the report indicates
that there is widespread agreement
among Pakistanis that CPEC will

help revive economic activity in Pakistan.
The report draws its insight from 350 indi-
viduals encompassing key stakeholders in-
cluding 62 government employees, 22 par-
liamentarians, civil sector representatives,
private sector professionals, journalists,
members of academia and students from
Punjab,

 Balochistan, Sindh, Khyber
Paktunkhwa, Kashmir and Gilgit. Based on
the report, 65% of the respondents view
Chinese professionals as friends of Paki-
stan who will help revive the country’s

economy and socio-eco-
nomic well-being. 

This means a major-
ity of Pakistani people
strongly believe that
CPEC will prove to be
beneficial for the coun-
try and its people.

About how CPEC
will help Pakistan, 93.5%
of the respondents view
CPEC as a project that will
significantly help Paki-
stan through investment
in various sectors while
also opening avenues for
businessmen. 

And, 75.1% of the re-
spondents agree that
through CPEC, local busi-
nessmen will get access
to international markets.

Moreover, 61.1% of
the respondents believe
that CPEC will help eco-
nomically  vulnerable
groups such as women,
which signals positive
segments among the Pa-
kistanis with regards to
how CPEC is slowly revo-
lutionizing the economy
by improving the socio-
economic well-being of
the people.  Additionally,
66.9% of the respondents
think that investment un-
der CPEC can signifi-
cantly improve the agri-
cultural industry of Paki-
stan, and 72.7% of the re-
spondents believe that
CPEC has helped de-
velop state-of-the-art in-
frastructure in the coun-
try.  Looking into the fu-
ture, 54.2% of the respon-
dents think CPEC should
focus on business oppor-
tunities more, followed
by education (13%),
health (5.9%), IT (2.3%),
etc. Overall, the majority
of the respondents per-
ceive CPEC positively as
a game-changer for
Pakistan’s economy. 

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division Hamza Shafaqat is presiding over the meeting regarding solving
the problems faced by the Revenue Employees and the Operative Housing Society Chashma  Achozai.

QUETTA: Provincial Project Director MSF (Ms. ivy bojmic) is meeting with Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Interior Zahid Saleem.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Privatisation and Inter-Provincial Coordination Fawad Hassan
Fawad calls on the Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
BALOCHISTAN AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA
             SUIT NO. 70/2023

National Bank of Pakistan,
Usta Muhammad Branch through its Manager. Plaintiff

    versus
1.    Aaqib Flour Mill through its sole proprietor
       Safar Ud Din son of Peer Bakhsh
        i.         Aaqib Flour Mill Mirwah Road Usta Muhammad.
       ii.        House No. 87/1, Somro Street Mohallah Qadir Shah
                 Usta Muhammad
2.   Jamal Akhtar son of Safar Ud Din
       Resident of House No. 87/1, Somro Street Mohallah Qadir Shah
      Usta Muhammad.            Defendant

               SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF   RS:  27,981,844/20  U/S   9 OF
             THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF FINANCES)
                                 ORDINANCE NO. XLVI OF 2001.

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.
WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under sec-

tion 9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS:
27,981,844/20 balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of
which copy can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to
obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof
to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance
to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 15-02-2024.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 21 day of December, 2023.

    (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
             REGISTAR
  Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BYC Protest In Support Of Terrorists
Beyond Comprehension: CTD

News Desk:
QUETTA: The Counter-

Terrorism Department (CTD)
on Thursday said the protest
by the Baloch Yekjehti Com-
mittee (BYC) for terrorists
was beyond comprehension. In
a recent report, Balochistan’s
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) disclosed that
Balach, a key figure in the
Baloch Liberation Army
(BLA), was killed by his com-
rades during an operation near
Pasni.

The report also revealed
Balach’s arrest on November
20, where 5 kg of explosives
were seized from him.  The
CTD’s findings highlighted 158
BLA and Baloch Liberation
Front (BLF) operations in
Turbat this year, resulting in 66
deaths and 30 injuries. The re-
port underscored the success-

ful arrest of eight high-profile
militants, including Balach, in
a month. This revelation has

raised questions about internal
dynamics and loyalty within
Baloch insurgent groups.


