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Wisdom and Vision: Shaping Balochistan’s Future in the 2024 Elections
Syed Ali Shah:

Balochistan Governor Meets Federal Ministers to
Address Women’s Arrest

Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: Gover-
nor Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Kakar reached the fed-
eral capital and met federal
ministers regarding the arrest
of Baloch women. The Gov-
ernor met federal ministers
Fawad Hassan Fawad, Syed

Jamal Shah and Murtaza
Solangi and discussed the ar-
rest of Baloch women by
Islamabad police the other day.

Governor’s visit came af-
ter the Balochistan National
Party (BNP) Chief, Sardar
Akhtar Mengal announced that

the Governor would meet the
President and the Caretaker
Prime Minister regarding the
women’s arrest. If the issue
was not resolved, the Gover-
nor would tender resignation,
Akhtar Mengal told a news
conference. The arrest of

Baloch women by Islamabad
police sparked an outcry
across the country and the
people demanded an immedi-
ate release. “This is a complex
issue, and we will try to solve
it”, Syed Jamal Shah, the fed-
eral caretaker minister said.

As the political landscape
of Balochistan gears up for the
upcoming general elections on
February 8, 2024, the province
finds itself at a crucial juncture,
facing multifaceted challenges
that demand careful consider-
ation and thoughtful decision-
making from its residents.

The list of candidates vy-
ing for leadership reflects the
diverse voices and aspirations
of the people, and voters must
make wise and informed
choices for the betterment of
the province and the nation.

Maulana Fazal ur
Rehman’s decision to contest
the elections in NA-265 comes
at a time when the political dy-
namics in Dera Ismail Khan
are undergoing significant
changes, with the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gaining
momentum.

The pressures and chal-
lenges in his home city have
compelled the Chief of Jamiat
ul Ulema e Islam (JUI) to step
into the political arena, present-
ing a unique opportunity for
voters to evaluate his vision for
addressing the issues faced by
the region.

Akhtar Mengal,
Mehmood Achakzai,

Dr. Malik Baloch,
Jam Kamal, Nawab
Aslam Raisani Con-

testing Elections
Balochistan, with its vast

and diverse population, is home
to leaders with distinct politi-
cal affiliations. Mehmood
Khan Achakzai of
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party (PKMAP), Sardar

Akhtar Jan Mengal of
Balochistan National Party
(BNP),

Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch of
National Party (NP), former
Chief Ministers, Nawab
Muhammad Aslam Raisani,
Jam Kamal Khan, Nawab
Sanaullah Zehri, Sardar Saleh
Bhootani,  Khushal Khan
Kakar of Pakhtunkhwa Na-
tional Awami Party (PNAP),
and Maulana Muhammad
Khan Sherani of Jamiat ul
Ulema e Islam Pakistan are
among the prominent figures
contesting in this crucial elec-
tion.

The province, however,
grapples with persistent chal-
lenges, ranging from back-
wardness and a sense of dep-
rivation to issues related to edu-
cation, health, and the impend-
ing threat of climate change.

The candidates must not only
articulate their plans for tack-
ling these issues but also dem-
onstrate a commitment to fos-
tering unity and collaboration
to bring about positive change.
The Elected Lead-
ers Must Prioritize
Inclusive Policies

Backwardness and a
sense of deprivation have long
plagued Balochistan, hindering
its progress and development.
The elected leaders must pri-
oritize inclusive policies that
bridge the gaps between urban
and rural areas, ensuring equi-
table distribution of resources
and opportunities.

Education and health are
fundamental pillars of societal
development.

The candidates should

present comprehensive plans
for improving the education
system, ensuring access to
quality healthcare, and ad-
dressing the specific needs of
Balochistan’s diverse popula-
tion.

Looming Threat Of
Climate Change Poses A

Significant Threat To
The Province

Furthermore, the looming
threat of climate change poses
a significant challenge to the
province.

 Leaders must advocate
for sustainable policies that pro-
tect the environment, support
local communities, and mitigate
the adverse effects of climate
change on agriculture and live-
lihoods.

In this critical moment,

voters hold the power to shape
the future of Balochistan and
contribute to the progress of
Pakistan as a whole.

 It is incumbent upon them
to carefully evaluate the can-
didates’ platforms, assess their
commitment to addressing the
pressing issues, and choose
leaders who can navigate the
complexities of governance
with vision and integrity.

The forthcoming elections
provide an opportunity for
Balochistan to rise above po-
litical divides and work to-
wards a future that prioritizes
the welfare of its people. By
making a wise decision at the
ballot box, voters can contrib-
ute to building a stronger, more
prosperous Balochistan that
stands resilient in the face of
challenges, united in its pursuit
of progress and development.

Maulana Fazal ur Rehman
Candidate for NA-265 in Up-

coming Elections
Asmatullah Hanafi:

PISHIN: Chief of the
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUI),
Maulana Fazal ur Rehman is a
candidate for the NA-265 in
the upcoming general elections
2024. On Friday, Maulana
Abdul Wasey, the JUI
Balochistan Amir, Asghar
Khan Tareen, a former mem-
ber provincial assembly and
Syed Matiullah Agha, the
former deputy speaker of
Balochistan Assembly submit-
ted Maulana’s nomination pa-
pers.

Sources within the JUI
said the Maulana has decided
to contest elections following

mounting pressure from the
former ruling party i.e.

Pakistan Tehik e Insaf
(PTI) in his home city Dera
Ismail Khan. The popularity
graph of the former ruling party
increased.

Maulana has a strong sup-
port base in the Pishin district
of Balochistan.

ECP decides against letting PTI retain ‘bat’ as
electoral symbol

Peshawar: The Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on
Friday decided against letting the
PTI retain its ‘bat’ electoral sym-
bol for the February 8 general elec-
tion.

The reserved verdict was an-
nounced a day after the Peshawar
High Court (PHC) directed the
electoral watchdog to decide on
PTI’s intra-party polls and elec-
toral symbol by today in “accor-
dance with the law”.

The development also came
hours after the PTI met with the
commission following the Su-
preme Court’s order for the ECP
to address the party’s concerns
regarding lack of a level playing
field in the run up to the polls.
According to the PTI, the ECP
had assured its delegation that it
would address its grievances.

Setting a new precedence,
the ECP had taken notice of the
PTI’s intra-party in which Barris-
ter Gohar Ali Khan was easily
elected as the party’s new chair-
man. The polls were held on De-
cember 3, days after the ECP de-
clared as null and void the intra-
party polls held in June 2022, giv-
ing the PTI 20 days to hold fresh
elections or be ready to become
ineligible for the poll symbol.

However, the party was on
the receiving end of sharp criti-
cism over the polls as estranged
PTI founding member Akbar S.
Babar announced that he would
challenge the entire process. He
had alleged that the PTI had car-

ried out a selection process aimed
at throwing out party workers to
give the reins to a few lawyers.

Subsequently, Akbar had ap-
proached the ECP against the in-
tra-party elections, alleging it was
“rigged and fraudulent”. Various
other petitions were also submit-
ted to the ECP along similar lines
as Babar’s with the mutual de-
mands of declaring the intra-party
election without effect and orders
for the exercise to be carried out
anew.

On Tuesday, a five-member
ECP bench, headed by Chief Elec-
tion Commis-sioner (CEC)
Sikandar Sultan Raja, had re-
served judgement on the matter
linked to the allocation of the ‘bat’

as the PTI’s electoral symbol.
In its order, which was posted

on social media platform X (for-
merly Twitter), the ECP said that
according to the PTI constitution,
the Federal Election Commission
would be formed to hold intra-
party elections.

It said the record submitted
by the PTI did not show that any
competent authority had ap-
pointed the Federal Election Com-
mission in line with established
procedure.

It added that the appointment
of a single federal election com-
missioner was not a requirement
of the PTI constitution and such
an individual could not exercise
any power to hold the intra-party

elections in the absence of a com-
plete commission.

The ECP said the PTI had not
complied with its directions and
had failed to hold intra-party elec-
tions in accordance with the
party’s prevailing constitution
and the election laws.

“Therefore, the certificate
dated December 4 and Form-65
filed by the alleged chairman, is
hereby regretted and rejected ac-
cordingly,” the ECP said.

“The provisions of Section
215 of the Election Act, 2017 are
hereby invoked and the PTI is
hereby declared ineligible to ob-
tain the election symbol for which
they have applied for,” the ECP
said. News Desk

Govt to ensure free, fair,
transparent general elec-

tions: Solangi

ISLAMABAD (INP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Murtaza Solangi
has said that the interim govern-
ment will spare no efforts to en-
sure holding of free, fair and trans-
parent general elections on Feb-
ruary 8, 2024.

Talking to media persons on
Friday, he ruled out any possibil-
ity of delay in general elections
and reiterated that polls would be
held as per schedule already an-
nounced by the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan.

Murtaza Solangi said that
Chief Election Commissioner Raja
Sultan did enjoy the conference
of majority people and there was
no question of his resignation.

Could not comment internal
issues of political parties as the
caretaker government wanted to
maintain cordial relations with all
political forces, he said while re-
sponding to a question.

To a query about termination
of service of some employees, he

said that media channels initially
gave feasibility reports to PEMRA
which was also required at the
time of issuance of licence. He
said that under PEMRA Amend-
ment Act 2023, the journalists’
jobs were protected.

Murtaza Solangi assured that
the government would take legal
measures to protect the employ-
ment of journalists. The minister
said an unpleasant and unwar-
ranted situation had arisen re-
garding the protesters from
Balochistan and added their de-
mands were long-standing. He
said all women and children had
been released besides most of the
men, adding their protection was
being fully ensured.

He said that the committee,
constituted by the Prime Minis-
ter, was doing its work. Currently
the Governor Balochistan was in
Islamabad and consultations with
him were underway, he added.
Moreover, today a meeting of this
committee with the Prime Minis-
ter was also scheduled, he said.
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Unlocking The Greatest Enigma
Hafiz Abdul Majid:

Humans are biologi-
cally named Homo sapi-
ens, or “wise men.

” Carl Linnaeus, a
Swedish biologist, and
physician, coined this
term in 1758. We are wise
because we can think,
learn, and communicate.
All these faculties are
due to the human brain,
which hardly makes up
2 % of our body size.
This tiny organ on our
shoulders, which
weighs only 3 pounds,
has made humans the
unchallenged ruler of the
planet Earth.

With their superior
intelligence, they have
built machines to fly in
the air and explore the
depths of oceans. With
their astounding cogni-
tive and behavioral ca-
pabilities, they have un-
locked many secrets of
nature.

They have landed
on the moon and suc-
cessfully  sent un-
manned spacecraft to
Mars. Despite all these
feats performed by hu-
mans, there are some
unsolved secrets to un-
ravel. The greatest mys-
teries that humanity is
grappling with are – the
universe and the human
brain.
The human brain
is the most fasci-
nating and com-
plete structure in

the universe
Perhaps the human

brain is the most fasci-
nating and complex
structure in  the uni-
verse.

Though  it has a
very small size i.e. 1350
cubic centimeters, yet
human brain remains an
enigma beyond human
ken. Scientists have em-
barked on different
projects to unlock this
mystery.

Developed coun-

tries are pumping billions
of dollars in these
projects, aimed at under-
standing the functioning
of the human brain. Ow-
ing to the enormity and
complexity of the chal-
lenge, scientists in di-
verse fields like neuro-
science, physics, chem-
istry, biology, statistics,
and computer science
have teamed up to work
on these projects.

 It is believed that
these projects will take
many years to accom-
plish any final mapping
or simulation model of
the human brain. It is
believed, hacking the
human brain, will usher
humanity into a post-
human era, altering the
course of human history.

US launches
BRAIN project

in 2016
Brain Research

Through Advancing In-
novative Neurologies
(BRAIN), is one of such
projects launched by the
US government in 2016.
It mainly focuses on the
analysis of neuronal cir-
cuits by mapping the
neural pathways in the
brain. It is a gigantic task
to map 100 billion neu-
rons in the brain. Accord-
ing to neuroscientists
each of these neurons is
connected with 10,000
other neurons. To pass
signals among these
neurons there exists an-
other dense web of at
least 1,000 trillion synap-
tic connections. This
project was initially
funded with a whopping
amount of $ 3 billion.

EU launches
Human Brain

Project
The Human Brain

Project (HBP), is another
human brain research
initiative funded and
launched by the Euro-
pean Union.  The objec-

tive of the HBP is to de-
code the human brain by
producing a simulation
of the human brain in a
n e u r o m o r p h i c
supercomputer. It was a
ten-year program started
in 2013, and European
Commission allocated a
staggering grant of 1 bil-
lion euro for this project.
China and Japan have
also embarked on similar
projects of their own.

These projects are
considered game chang-
ers for humanity. Advo-
cates of these projects
believe that akin to ad-
vancement in nuclear
physics, and decoding of
the human genome the
human brain projects will
trigger another dramatic
historical epoch in hu-
man history.

Apart from the prom-
ising benefits in the treat-
ment of mental ailments,
these projects can offer
tremendous opportuni-
ties for the enhancement
of human brain capabili-
ties.
One in every

eight people in
the world suf-

fers from some
kind of mental

disorder:
WHO

According to the
World Mental Health
Report (2022), published
by the WHO, one in ev-
ery eight people in the
world suffers from some
kind of mental disorder.
These studies of the hu-
man brain will help us
understand neuropsy-
chiatric disorders, diag-
nose these ailments and
effectively treat them.
Diseases like
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s,
autism, schizophrenia,
and depression etc. will
be easy to treat and pa-
tients suffering from
these diseases will be
able to live a normal life.

Neuralink, a
neurotechnology

company
formed by Elon
Musk in 2016

Besides accelerated
biomedical knowledge
and improved treatment
of mental disorders, re-
sulting from human brain
studies, scientists are
optimistic that a better
understanding of the
brain will immensely
benefit patients with
brain injuries. Damaged
parts of the brain can be
repaired and made func-
tional by neural im-
plants. One such won-
derful implant device has
been developed by
Neuralink, a
neurotechnology com-
pany formed by Elon
Musk in 2016. This de-
vice is named Neuralink-
N1, when implanted in
the human brain, it
serves as an interface
between the human
brain and the computer.
The US Food & Drug
Administration (FDA),
has recently allowed the
Neura Link to implant
their brain-readable
chips in humans. With
the help of this chip, us-
ers will be able to con-
nect, communicate and
control their computers
and mobile phones
through their thoughts.

envisions a
future when
the human

brain will be
re-engineered

Through implants
in the brain, paralyzed
patients will be able to
use their bionic limbs as
conveniently as they
would use their organic
limbs. They will be able
to use and control the
computers and ma-
chines by using their
thoughts. Yuval Noah

Hariri, envisions a future
when the human brain
will be re-engineered and
neural networks are re-
placed by intelligent
software, liberating hu-
man beings from the limi-
tations of their organic
bodies. Some scientists
and writers like Ray
Kurzweil, Martin Rees,
and Michio Kaku claim
that further development
in neurotechnology will
enable us to transfer hu-
man minds into robots
and experience life out-
side our organic mortal
bodies. They also be-
lieve humans can outlive
their organic selves by
downloading their memo-
ries and consciousness
onto computers.
“To know thyself

is the beginning of
wisdom”, Socrates
said two thousand

years back
The pace of scien-

tific developments and
advancement in the past
few decades have been
marvelous.

Socrates, the great-
est of philosophers,
more than two thousand
years back, said “To
know thyself is the be-
ginning of wisdom”. It
appears that we have
started the journey to
understand ourselves.
After decoding the hu-
man genome, humanity
is now all set to unwrap
the most sophisticated
and intelligent of ma-
chines in the universe.
Transhumanists believe
that with this exponen-
tial speed of develop-
ment, it will not be very
long before humans will
enter the next stage of
their evolution. Tech-
nologies like genetics,
robotics, artificial intelli-
gence and
nanotechnology, will be
widely used to redesign
humans, by radically im-
proving their minds,
memories, behavior, and
physiology.

Facts, questions & solutions
By Ashraf Jehangir Qazi:

‘Asbahna wa asbaha-
lmulku lillahi rabb-
il’alameen’ (We awake
and the country awakes
to Allah the Lord of the
Universe) — Hadith
Sharif

PAKISTAN’S popu-
lation is around 240 mil-
lion, 90 per cent of whom
are poor with little ac-
cess to food security,
shelter, health and edu-
cation. Pakistan is also a
constitutional democ-
racy without essential
democratic content.

Over the course of
Pakistan’s history, its
major national institu-
tions have failed to serve
the national interest
which is the welfare, se-
curity, and protection of
the basic human rights
of its citizens.

The superior judi-
ciary has failed to pro-
tect the Constitution of
Pakistan. The executive
has failed to  provide
good governance for the
people. The legislature
has failed to represent
the interests of the
people. The military has
failed to defend the terri-
torial integrity of Paki-
stan or respect its own
constitutional limits.

The relatively edu-
cated middle classes, es-
pecially the political in-
telligentsia, the bureau-
cracy, the commercial
classes, and the media
have by and large cho-
sen opportunistic com-
plicity rather than prin-
cipled opposition when-
ever the national interest
has been threatened by
military intervention.

Each of these fail-
ures has contributed to
corruption, inequality,
inefficiency, cynicism,
defeat, resignation, and
loss of hope.

This has inhibited
the development of
organised and sustained
movements on behalf of
a national transformation
to overcome a whole
range of challenges to
the existence of the
country. It has enabled
the power structure to
defeat the legal structure
and precluded the politi-
cal coherence of the
country.

Sadly, all this  is
known. Most of it is ac-
cepted. But none of it
seems to make a differ-
ence.

This cannot be true.
If it were, Pakistan would
not deserve to survive.
Yet there are far too
many among the elites
and their ‘coattails’
sweeping the floor be-
hind them who cheer-
fully accept such a ver-
dict.

What is to be done?
Chairman Mao said, “So
much to do; so little time”

and “Women hold up
half the sky”. At the time
China was worse off
than Pakistan is today.
And China is where it is
today. China, moreover,
is a tested friend that has
a strategic interest in our
recovery, stability, suc-
cess and friendship that
no other country can
match. We are so fortu-
nate. And yet so unfor-
tunate!

There are ten thou-
sand things to be done.
The equivalent of pyra-
mids have to be built.
Great walls have to be
constructed. Real Long
Marches have to be un-
dertaken. The eternal
truths of Islam have to
enlighten, energise and
unify the people against
all obstacles.

A thousand move-
ments have to emerge
and coalesce. A nation
has to develop. A thou-
sand-mile journey takes
time to traverse. But the
first step — in the right
direction — must be
taken immediately so
that ‘a thousand-mile
journey is a thousand
miles no longer’.

Does Pakistan have
a Mao Zedong or Quaid-
i-Azam? Yes, every Pa-
kistani is potentially one.
So, what must be the
first step of a thousand-
mile journey?

A free, fair and in-
ternationally monitored
election the results of
which are accepted by
the people. But the last
time such an election
was held the country
broke in two. That was
because the military
aborted the results of the
election. The military re-
jected what the people
accepted. We must learn
from our tragedies in or-
der not to repeat them.

Our currently pas-
sive and perverse politi-
cal intelligentsia needs
to have more integrity.
Moreover, we need to
assume a latent decency
among our movers and
shakers even if our ex-
perience cannot vouch
for it. We have to assume
no one is inherently evil
in order to take the first
step. Otherwise, all is
lost. Spontaneous popu-
lar eruptions die down
quickly. National trans-
formation requires me-
ticulous preparation and
time. It also requires a
sympathetic or at least
non-hostile government.
Once movements de-
velop momentum those
who are truly incorri-
gible can be dealt with.
Those who deride such
optimism are either cyn-
ics or dreamers pretend-
ing to be realists.

Almost certainly,
Imran Khan would win a
fair election. Probably

with a working majority.
Possibly by a landslide.
If so, he should avoid the
‘electable’ trap. Similarly,
he must reject ‘hybrid’
models and U-turns
which undermined his
credibility.

 The Egyptian
model, in particular,
would sink Pakistan. But
he should form a coali-
tion government even if
he does not need to in
order to be as inclusive
as possible. There is no
need, however, for a ‘na-
tional government’ as it
would lead to political
deadlock and paralysis.

He will need to pre-
pare the ground for radi-
cal reforms across the
political, economic, finan-
cial, social, educational,
human rights and human
development spectrum.

 A longer-term policy
perspective must lend
consistency and momen-
tum to his policy mea-
sures which otherwise
would sooner or later pe-
ter out.

He must also prepare
the ground for the con-
tinuation and develop-
ment of his policies be-
yond his political career.
This does not mean man-
aging his succession. It
implies the development
of a whole infrastructure
of discussion,  debate,
co ns en su s-bu ilding,
communication, reviews
and revisions, etc that
will progressively alter
the political culture of the
country. Imran Khan
Mark II, accordingly, will
need to be very different.

If he fails again he
will have had his innings
and the country will
move on. Failure may not
be an option. But it is al-
ways possible.

What matters is how
one fails if one is des-
tined to. In making a gal-
lant and valiant attempt
at serving the people and
nation? Or in walking
away from all one prom-
ises? The only certainty
is that no one but the
people have the right to
decide on whom to put
their trust and on making
a judgement on whether
their trust has been ful-
filled or betrayed.

As a citizen, it is my
fervent hope, prayer and
demand that those shap-
ing the destiny of Paki-
stan today rise to their
God-given moral poten-
tial and fulfil their consti-
tutional obligations to
the much abused people
of our country. Words
can say no more. Only
actions or inactions shall
answer questions.

Niyyat hi se kuch
nahin hota / Niyyat hi na
ho kuch nahin hota (In-
tentions alone produce
nothing / Without them
nothing is produced.)

Healing wounds
By Jan-e-Alam Khaki:

LITERALLY, ‘healing
wounds’ is a laudable
act, no matter in which
context it is exercised. It
means a lot metaphori-
cally in the social con-
text, where individuals
or communities deeply
‘hurt’ each other be-
cause of one excuse or
another. Probably, men-
tal or psychological
wounds cause greater
pain than physical ones,
and may sustain far
longer than physical
wounds.

Words, as the fa-
mous saying goes, hurt
deeper than the strike of
a sword. I call hurtful
words ‘weapons of mass
destruction’ when used
in a communal context,
while on the other hand,
beautiful and inspiring
words give fresh life to
individuals and commu-
nities.

Due to anger (re-
garded as fire) erupting
for any reason, people
get upset and cause
harm — physical or oth-
erwise — to those who
inflict it. Once this hap-
pens, someone, or some
people, need to resort to

‘therapeutic’ treatment
to heal and defuse the
toxic situation between
individuals or in commu-
nities.

The healing of
wounds through build-
ing bridges among com-
munities — whether
faith-based or tribal-
based — is one of the
prime tasks of civil soci-
ety and society in gen-
eral. Meetings between
leaders or general com-
munity members is a dire
need to bridge gaps in
relations and remove
m is un d erst an d in gs .
That ours is a divided
society is to state the
obvious; what we can
do to heal old wounds or
recent injuries is not that
obvious.

In this context, let
me mention a case study
in which a certain faith
leader attempted to build
bridges and heal the hurt
mentioned here. A promi-
nent religious scholar, a
committed educator and
innovative thinker vis-
ited the scenic but com-
munally tense Gilgit-
Baltistan in the back-
drop of the recent ten-
sion caused by a reli-

giously sensitive issue.
The issue was thankfully
defused by efforts of the
government and saner
members of society.
Meeting communities to
do what we are talking
about here — ‘the heal-
ing of wounds’ — fol-
lowing the lowering of
tensions was a dire need
to strengthen peace.
This, to me, was an un-
usual act of generosity
in the true spirit of Islam
which advises:

 “The Believers are
but a single Brother-
hood: So make peace and
reconciliation between
your two (contending)
brothers…

The leader in ques-
tion made a point of meet-
ing all major communities
and their representa-
tives, ulema and dignitar-
ies. From whatever I
could gather from the
speeches he made to the
select gatherings he held
(now on YouTube) with
different communities, I
summarise a few key
points from his talks.

First, meeting these
communities as an out-
reach step to foster
brotherly feelings and

remove misunderstand-
ings was itself a great
‘healing’ step. He lis-
tened to them first before
he spoke to them — in-
deed, an important step
to better understand and
heal. This generous ges-
ture must have given a
feeling of healing.

The second point
was that he emphasised
on the commonalities of
faith, while at the same
time accepting differ-
ences of interpretations,
right from the early his-
tory of Islam. Differences
should not lead to con-
frontations, he
emphasised. Communal
interpretations need to
be restricted for internal
consumption, while con-
sensus should be devel-
oped regarding the ma-
jor pillars of Islam on
which there is overall
agreement — and these
examples are plentiful,
he pointed out.

The third point
worth highlighting from
his speech was discour-
aging those who create
discord by arousing the
emotions of the mem-
bers of other communi-
ties, and particularly

those whose business it
is to provoke the masses
through emotional and
polemical speeches. He
argued not to leave the
space vacant for them to
exploit and encourage
discord.

He suggested that
the elders in communi-
ties, like in the family,
should ensure that such
elements are discour-
aged and not given cen-
tre stage to cause
trouble. Even if a person
tends to create mischief,
the other community
members should not
support them and take
sides with the wrong per-
son. The Quranic guid-
ance (5:2), which says,
“Help ye one another in
righteousness and piety,
but help ye not one an-
other in sin and rancour”
provides guidance re-
garding what we need to
do.

A commentator
made a succinct remark
about the talks referred
to above and observed,
“Each word is a golden
word; my request is for
visiting each district of
Pakistan taking this mes-
sage.”

Tourism and mindset
By Faisal Bari:

PAKISTAN has
deserts, beaches and
some of the world’s high-
est, most stunning
mountains. We have
plenty of religious, cul-
tural and heritage sites
too. These are not just
related to the Mughal
and British eras. Our his-
tory goes back thou-
sands of years, and we
have the sites to show
for it. Harappa,
Mohenjodaro and Taxila
are excellent examples
but there are many oth-
ers. Baba Nanak was
born and has his resting
place in what is now Pa-
kistan. But we do very
poorly in tourism.

I recently came to
Turkey for a trip. The

contrast could not be
greater. It is estimated
that Turkey received
around $40 billion in the
first nine months of 2023
through tourism. Seeing
the place one can believe
that. It was simple to get
the online visa that was
granted an hour after the
application. Immigration
formalities took two min-
utes in Istanbul. The of-
ficer asked no questions;
she just checked our vi-
sas and let us proceed.
The green channel took
care of Customs and we
were outside in five min-
utes.

Though few people
know English here, they
are extremely welcoming.
If you ask someone for
help, they usually go out

of their way to help.
Shopkeepers are the
same. People can dress
any way they like. On the
same street, you see men
in T-shirts and shorts
and in traditional dress,
and women in the short-
est possible skirt and
others in black burqas
and face-covering hijabs.
Nobody asks questions,
nobody stares, nobody
makes individual space
and individual choices
an issue. Even though
Turkey is a Muslim-ma-
jority country, the public
space is completely open
to men and women.

At about 35 per
cent, the female labour
force participation rate is
low in Turkey, compared
to developed countries,

but is still a lot higher
than the 22pc or so in
Pakistan. And it shows:
women are visible in all
shops, restaurants and
places of business. For-
mal labour market partici-
pation in the larger cit-
ies might be higher than
in the smaller cities or
rural areas, but it shows
in how public spaces are
structured and how they
provide a more open and
welcoming environment
for all, irrespective of
gender, in shops, etc.

The contrast with
Pakistani bazaars, even
those that sell products
mostly bought by
women, could not be
starker. Police presence
in tourist areas is very
visible but neither at the

airport nor on the streets
do you see automatic-
toting guards. And there
are no gun-holding
guards outside every
bank or shop.

The heritage sites
are very well maintained
and the surrounding ar-
eas have been devel-
oped for tourism (food,
banks , money ex-
changes, and all sorts of
shops). Renovation
work goes on almost all
the time. There is a wing
of the Blue Mosque that
is being renovated even
now. Contrast this to the
state of our heritage
sites. Though  in the
middle of the city, most
of Lahore Fort tells a
story of neglect and lack
of care.

Balochistan Earthquake Raises
Urgent Concerns: Are We Pre-

pared for Looming Threats
Editorial:
The recent earthquake in Balochistan’s Khuzdar district has sparked
concern and shed light on the vulnerable position of the province. De-
spite being located in earthquake-prone red zones, the impact on mud-
walled houses in Wadh from the 5.5 magnitude quake is only the latest
episode.

Official secrecy has clouded the exact number of damaged houses,
but local journalists’ videos depict dozens affected. The true extent of
displacement and homelessness is yet unknown, but the recurring threat
of earthquakes in the region cannot be ignored.

Balochistan Has A History Of Earthquakes
Balochistan has a tragic history with earthquakes, claiming lives in

Ziarat, Mashkail, Awaran, Harnai, and the devastating 1935 quake that
razed Quetta. Unfortunately, the lessons seem unheeded, with risky
constructions in Quetta violating building codes.

Congested streets and poorly constructed high-rises pose a severe
risk to human lives. Despite these dangers, authorities have not imple-
mented adequate awareness and precautionary measures. The Pro-
vincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) lacks the resources
and expertise needed to handle natural disasters effectively.

PDMA Lacks Capacity To Tackle Disasters
Political influence in recruitment and machinery purchases further

compromises the PDMA’s performance. Urgent measures, including
establishing a dedicated department with experts and proper equip-
ment, are crucial to address future emergencies.

Adding to the complexity, the looming threats of global warming
and climate change exacerbate challenges. Last year’s devastating
floods should serve as a wake-up call to rectify mistakes and enhance
communication strategies before it’s too late.
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Media Forum calls for objective nar-
rative of CPEC

Chinese intercropping tech tailored for Paki-
stan to reduce soybean imports

ISLAMABAD (INP):
"Rather than creating
new/dedicated cultiva-
tion window for soybean
production, the existing
area under cultivation of
sugarcane and maize
bears the potential to
produce up to 2.7 million
tons of soybean with the
same land, water and fer-
tilizer resources that are
being supplied to these
major crops."

This was stated by
Dr. Sajad Hussain from
the National Research
Center of Intercropping
(NRCI) at the just-con-
cluded National Work-
shop on Soybean Pro-
duction in Pakistan orga-
nized by FAO to make
possible solutions for
reducing soybean's im-
port bill of $1 billion by
domestically producing
2-2.5 million tons of soy-
beans. In the technical
session, representatives
of different institutes
shared their research,
current challenges and
status of soybean culti-

vation in Pakistan.
Dr. Sajad presented

the practical and pos-
sible solution of soy-
bean cultivation with in-
tercropping technology
in Pakistan.  He empha-
sized that designating
new area for soybean as
well as convincing the
farmers for large scale
mono-cropping of soy-
bean at the expense of
compromising cultiva-
tion area of major crops
would be extremely dif-
ficult. "4 major crops i.e.
wheat (9 million ha),
maize (1.6 million ha),
sugarcane (1.26 million
ha) and cotton (1.9 mil-
lion ha) are being culti-
vated extensively. To
produce soybean of the
target, we will need to
cultivate soybean on at
least 2 million ha by re-
placing any other major
crop," he said.

According to Dr.
Sajad, under the present
challenging scenario of
soybean demand in Pa-
kistan, the strip inter-

cropping of soybean
with other major crops
would the best possible
solution.

Since 2018, Dr.
Muhammad Ali Raza, a
post-doc who graduated
from Sichuan Agricul-
tural University (SAU),
China, and now acts as
the Director of NRCI, has
started to promote
China's maize-soybean
strip intercropping tech-
nology in Pakistan with
his professor Yang
Wenyu's support and
guidance, which has re-
ceived good response in
recent years. "Up till
now, over 2,000 farmers
have successfully prac-
ticed intercropping in
Pakistan," Dr.
Muhammad Ali Raza re-
vealed. Currently, NRCI
is working on the differ-
ent cereal-legume inter-
cropping systems in-
cluding wheat-based
and sugarcane -based
intercropping system.

Moreover, local sci-
entists at the institute

has already developed
and optimized the maize-
soybean and sugarcane-
soybean intercropping
systems as a possible
solution to beat the ris-
ing import bill of soy-
bean in Pakistan.

"Through these op-
timized intercropping
systems, we can harvest
an additional 1 ton of
soybeans at least, along
with 72 tons of sugar-
cane or 7.5 tons of maize
per hectare," Dr. Sajad
concluded.  The session
chair of Formulation of
National Plan for Soy-
bean Production, Vice
Chancellor, University
Agriculture Faisalabad,
Prof. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad en-
dorsed the potential of
intercropping systems
especially  the sugar-
cane-soybean intercrop-
ping to address the soy-
bean production prob-
lems in Pakistan.  He
stressed to include the
soybean-based inter-
cropping systems of
NRCI.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The 8th CPEC Media
Forum has called for ob-
jective narrative of CPEC
amid fruitful outcomes,
China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on Fri-
day.

The Forum was
held here and Gwadar
both online and offline.
It saw the unfolding of
several key events, in-
cluding the CPEC
Golden Anchor Award-
ing Ceremony, the
launch of the CPEC Me-
dia Forum Balochistan
Initiative, and the Per-
ceptions on CPEC in Pa-
kistan research paper,
and the unveiling of the
Joint Statement of 8th
China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
Media Forum. The forum
commenced with Cui
Jun, President of China
Economic Net, reading
out a congratulatory let-
ter from Sun Weidong,
Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs of China, to the
CPEC Media Forum.

The letter stated,
“Under the strategic
guidance of the leaders
of the two countries and
the care and support of
people from all sectors,
China-Pakistan relations
have grown in depth in
recent years and bilateral
cooperation in various
fields has yielded fruit-
ful results.”  The letter
added that to further
strengthen friendship
and collaboration be-
tween China and Paki-
stan, media profession-
als of both countries are
expected to undertake
significant responsibili-
ties and tasks.

The positive role of
CPEC in Pakistan was
echoed by Murtaza
Solangi, Caretaker Fed-

eral Minister for Informa-
tion & Broadcasting,
who stated that the eco-
nomic corridor “has
transformed Pakistan's
socioeconomic land-
scape, addressing a dire
energy crisis and crum-
bling infrastructure,”
and “has generated
236,000 jobs since 2013,
and is set to create 1.2
million direct jobs, con-
tributing to local
workforce development
and reducing regional
disparities.”

In response to the
use of “selective facts,
emotions, and some-
times misleading sto-
ries” by the Western
media against CPEC,
Murtaza called for media
personnel of both coun-
tries to engage in the
objective reporting of
CPEC and disseminate
accurate and unbiased
narratives responsibly.

Zheng Qingdong,
President and Editor-in-
Chief of Economic Daily,
highlighted the con-
structive role of Chinese
and Pakistani media in
creating an enabling
public atmosphere for
CPEC.  He suggested
that both sides are ex-
pected to jointly navi-
gate through challenges
for more development
opportunities, enhance
exchanges for people-to-
people bonds and con-
nectivity, and conduct
impartial, evidence-
based news reporting.

Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed, Chair-
man, Senate Defense
Committee and Pakistan-
China Institute, noted
that CPEC, featuring
openness, inclusivity,
and connectivity, has
advanced notably and
“the best of CPEC is yet

to come.”
He added that chal-

lenges such as the issue
of fake news from the
West around China-Pa-
kistan cooperation
should be tackled.

Wu Xu, Executive
Secretary of China Jour-
nalists Association, ad-
vocated for objective re-
porting to counter mis-
information against
CPEC, and stressed the
importance of social me-
dia for positive narrative
of bilateral cooperation.

She also called for
enhanced Chinese-Paki-
stani media cooperation
through news coopera-
tion and training ses-
sions. Chinese Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Jiang
Zaidong highlighted the
major cooperation fea-
tures between China and
Pakistan this year.

This encompasses
high-level government
exchange and coopera-
tion, deepening CPEC
cooperation, as well as
fruitful outcomes in live-
lihood projects.

Jiang further noted
that to counter fake news
against China-Pakistan
cooperation, media in
both countries weree en-
couraged to enhance co-
operation, diversify con-
tent, innovate communi-
cation methods, extend
media platforms, and
widen audience reach.

Pakistani Ambassa-
dor to  China Khalil
Hashmi underscored
that as CPEC enters its
second phase, bilateral
cooperation is expected
to further boost bilateral
socio-economic devel-
opment, industrial coop-
eration media collabora-
tion, enhance the seam-
less connectivity  be-
tween Xinjiang and Gilgit

Baltistan, and join hands
to combat climate
change.

Following the wel-
coming remarks and
speeches, three panel
discussions were held.
The topics ranged from
exploring green develop-
ment opportunities under
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI), and concerted
efforts to counter propa-
ganda and
disinformation against
CPEC, to reviewing
achievements and future
plans for CPEC. On the
occasion, eight Pakistani
media persons were
awarded the “CPEC
Golden Anchor” for their
contributions to
strengthening CPEC and
China-Pakistan friend-
ship.

The forum released
The Perceptions on
CPEC in Pakistan, a re-
search paper which,
through a questionnaire
interview of 350 Paki-
stani people across dif-
ferent age groups and
various sectors of stake-
holders, accessed how
Pakistani people view
CPEC and explored the
reasons for their re-
sponses. The forum also
launched the CPEC Me-
dia Forum Balochistan
Initiative, which includes
workshops for lawmak-
ers in Balochistan, col-
laboration for chambers
of Balochistan, and in-
ternship opportunities
for Baloch youth. The
Joint Statement of 8th
China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
Media Forum was also
inaugurated, in which 11
points were made to cel-
ebrate a decade of China-
Pakistan cooperation in
infrastructure and en-
ergy.

Indus River System Authority(IRSA) re-
leases 61,900 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Friday released 61,900
cusecs water from
various rim stations
with inflow of 36,600
cusecs.

According to the
data released by
IRSA, water level in
River Indus at Tarbela

Dam was 1474.77
feet and was 74.77
feet higher than its
dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam
was recorded as
18,000 cusecs and
22,000 cusecs respec-
tively.

The water level in
River Jhelum at

Mangla Dam was
1156.55 feet, which
was 106.55 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet.

The inflow and
outflow of water was
recorded 4,700 cusecs
and 26,000 cusecs re-
spectively.

The release of
water at Kalabagh,

Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded
as 27,800, 31,600,
26,000 and 500 cusecs
respectively. Similarly,
from River Kabul, a
total of 6,900 cusecs of
water released at
Nowshera and 2,000
cusecs released from
River Chenab at
Marala.

Speakers discuss future opportunities in
building IT talent ecosystem

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speakers at an event
hosted by the University
of Bahrain on the side-
lines of the Huawei ICT
Competition 2023-2024
regional final awards cer-
emony in Manama,
delved into discussions
about future opportuni-
ties in building the IT tal-
ent ecosystem and the
significance of public-
private partnerships in
nurturing innovations.

They called upon
supplementing univer-
sity curricula with prac-
tical skills and training,
fostering socio-eco-
nomic growth in the re-
gion.

The University of
Bahrain is a partner for
the Huawei ICT (Infor-
mation Communications
Technology) Competi-
tion 2023-2024 regional

final and hosted the offi-
cial closing and awards
ceremonies for the
programme this year.

The forum panel
discussion featured Dr
Jassim Haji, President of
the International Group
of Artificial Intelligence;
Dr Hessa Jassim Al-
Junaid, Dean of the Col-
lege of Information Tech-
nology, University of
Bahrain; Dr Tilda
Karkour Akiki, Associate
Dean of the School of
Engineering, Holy Spirit
University of Kaslik
(USEK); and Amr
Hashem, Policy Director,
GSMA MENA. The dis-
cussion was moderated
by Ammar Tobba, VP, of
Public Affairs and Com-
munications, Huawei
Middle East and Central
Asia Region.

The panelists also

shared their thoughts on
driving digital transfor-
mation, building a sus-
tainable knowledge-
based digital economy in
the region, and raising
national competitive-
ness in line with the
government’s national
plans and visions.

Gender equality in
technology  was also
highlighted as a press-
ing need during the dis-
cussion.

The forum was at-
tended by university
students and tutors,
government partners, in-
formation technology
(IT) professionals,
academia, and media
representatives from 11
Middle East and Central
Asia participating coun-
tries.

Dr Hessa Jassim Al-
Junaid underlined the

importance of an open
collaboration between
universities and the pub-
lic and private sectors to
develop curriculum and
upskilling students on
the latest technologies,
such as 5G and Cyber
Security.

She said, “The
Huawei ICT Talent initia-
tive offers students prac-
tical skill development
opportunities through
hands-on challenges
and real-world scenarios
facilitated by Huawei
professionals and ex-
perts. It fosters critical
thinking and confidence-
building among partici-
pants. Winning or receiv-
ing recognition in the
competition can serve as
a valuable addition to a
student’s academic port-
folio, highlighting their
accomplishments.”

LORALAI: Police action against drug smugglers, 50 kg hashish recovered, 2 sus-
pects are under arrest.

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Finance Minister Amjad Rasheed cutting the
Christmas cake with the Christian community.

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan is presiding over the
meeting

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi chairing a meeting on  health related issues
and role of Mosques, at Aiwan-e-Sad.

Provision of secure envi-
ronment to businessmen

of Capital assured
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Islamabad Police of-
ficials have assured mea-
sures for providing envi-
ronment to the business
community in the ICT
area. The assurance was
made by ASP Rural
Shehzad Akbar and SHO
Koral Malik Rasheed
who visited Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(ICCI) on Friday. Speak-
ing on the occasion,
President ICCI Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari
thanked ASP Rural and
his team for making bet-
ter security  arrange-
ments during the
Islamabad Taste food
festival, which was orga-
nized in collaboration
with ICCI in Gulberg
Green, Islamabad and
hoped that the police
would provide similar
kind of cooperation to

ICCI in such future
events.  He said that a
peaceful environment
was a key requirement to
promote business and
investment activities and
stressed that Islamabad
Police should take ICCI
on board to further im-
prove the security situ-
ation in the Capital. He
highlighted the need for
improved security in the
rural areas in Islamabad
and stressed that the po-
lice should work in close
liaison with the trade as-
sociations of rural areas
for this purpose.  He said
that police should regis-
ter the data of all secu-
rity guards deployed in
the markets and housing
societies of rural areas to
verify their credentials
and make sure that clean
record holders are em-
ployed.
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Need to reform examination, assessment sys-
tem as per modern era: Minister

Mushaal commends role of Christian com-
munity in country’s development

Tourist throng KP tourist resorts after
winter vacations in schools

India making IIOJK as its Hindutva
military colony: Report

ISLAMABAD (INP): India is
treating its  illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir as its colony
right from 27 October 1947 when
it forcibly landed its troops in
Srinagar and occupied the terri-
tory against the will of the
Kashmiri people.

A report released by Kash-
mir Media Service on Friday said
that colonization of IIOJK by mili-
tary policies has been a long-pend-
ing dream of Hindutva Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

The report pointed out that
redrawing of electoral boundaries,
the BJP government is using to
advance Hindutva’s dangerous
game plan in IIOJK after abroga-
tion of articles 370 and 35A.

The report said the BJP re-
gime is creating colonial settle-
ments in occupied Jammu and
Kashmir on the pattern of Israel’s
occupation of Palestinian land and
it removed the barrier to colonize
Kashmir by revoking Article 370

of the Indian Constitution, which
granted special status to occupied
Kashmir. The report maintained
that India illegally changed laws
and gave state subjects, lands and
settlement entry, to non-Kashmiri
people, which damaged the de-
mography of IIOJK in violation of
the United Nations resolutions.
India is freely violating the inter-
national law in Jammu and Kash-
mir, which is a disputed territory
recognized by the United Nations
Security Council and the world
community, it deplored.

It said India, by using its more
than one million military and para-
military troops, has converted the
disputed territory into a colony
of the stone-age when the people
used to be treated as slaves with-
out having the fundamental
rights.

Earlier, the   dirty draft plan of
delimitation was part of India's
systematic settler colonialism cam-
paign to subjugate Muslim major-
ity, minimize its role and provide

political mileage to the BJP to en-
able it to form government in the
territory so that it could legalize
and legitimize the 5th August 2019
controversial decision and the
subsequent actions it had taken
so far on Kashmir.

The Modi-led Indian regime
in its colonial cunningness is hell
bent to rob the people of Jammu
and Kashmir of their well-bonded
brotherhood and create an atmo-
sphere of hatred and animosity
between them to further the com-
munal Hindutva agenda of RSS.

The Indian occupation au-
thorities in IIOJK are sealing prop-
erties owned by Kashmiris, in-
cluding those dedicated to edu-
cational institutions offering free
education to the disadvantaged
people.  The only way to lasting
peace in South Asia is granting
the people of IIOJK their inalien-
able right to self-determination as
enshrined in the relevant UN Se-
curity Council resolutions, the re-
port maintained.

KARACHI (INP): Caretaker Fed-
eral Minister for Education and
Professional Training, Madad Ali
Sindhi has stressed stressed the
need for a paradigm shift in edu-
cational examinations and assess-
ment systems to align them with
the requirements of the era of
modern technology.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the 2-day IBCC 1st
Annual Conference titled “Exami-
nation and Assessment Practices
in Pakistan” here on Friday, he
said that examinations and as-
sessment were pillars of the edu-
cational system and we have to
adopt those measures which en-
courage critical thinking, creative
abilities and practical implemen-
tation of knowledge.

Organized by the Inter Board
Coordination Commission (IBCC)
here at a private university, the
conference was attended by vice-
chancellors of universities, chair-
men of different boards of educa-
tion from across the country, aca-
demicians, teaching faculty and
students.

Speaking on the occasion,
Madad Ali Sindh said that with
extensive research and advent of
modern technologies educational

scenarios around the globe were
transforming rapidly and it was
essential for Pakistan to bring
necessary changes in its exami-
nation and assessment systems
accordingly.

Underscoring the signifi-
cance of utilizing advanced tech-
nologies in assessment the min-
ister stated that the use of digital
technology in the examination
could help improve the educa-
tional system. He also urged the
need to take pivotal steps for main-
taining standards of fairness, hon-
esty and transparency in the sys-
tem. The Education Minister reit-
erated that there was no other
option for the development and
progress of Pakistan except qual-
ity education and focusing on
three core factors- better curricu-
lum, trained teaching faculty and
a conducive and encouraging en-
vironment.

He expressed dismay that in
the past the most important sec-
tor of education could not get
proper attention in policies of pre-
vious governments and electoral
manifestos of political parties.

“Now when the nation is
heading towards general elec-
tions, all the political parties must

prioritize education, economy,
clean drinking water and health in
their manifestos as resolving the
issues of masses was their re-
sponsibility,” he advised and
urged the masses to play their role
in the regard as well.

Madad Ali Sindhi expressed
hope that the conference on ex-
amination and assessment would
provide all stakeholders with a
platform for discussion and dis-
course on future challenges, de-
vising the way forward and play-
ing an important role in bringing
significant changes in the educa-
tional system of the country.

Executive Director IBCC Pro-
fessor Dr. Ghulam Ali Mallah,
stressing the need for improve-
ment in standards of education
and assessment termed the
maiden IBCC conference as the
first step in this direction.

IBCC is a platform with rep-
resentation all the educational
boards of the country that review
proposals and recommendations
presented by board authorities
and take unanimous decisions for
ensuring uniformity in the educa-
tional system, he stated and an-
nounced to make the conference
an annual event.

Magnitude 4.4 earthquake hits
Islamabad, Rawalpindi

ISLAMABAD (INP):  An earth-
quake measuring 4.4 on the
Richter scale jolted Islamabad,
Rawalpindi and its adjoining ar-
eas early Friday morning.

According to the seismo-
logical center, the earthquake hit
parts of Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Kash-
mir around 5:30 in the morn-
ing. The  depth of the earthquake
was 16 kilometers, while the epi-
center was in the South-West
of Kashmir. People came out of
their houses in fear by reciting

Kalma-e-Tayyaba. However, no
loss of life or damage to prop-
erty was reported from any part
of Islamabad, Rawalpindi so far.
Last month, an earthquake of
3.3 magnitude on the Richter
scale jolted Gilgit and its adjoin-
ing areas.

The National Seismic Moni-
toring Centre (NSMC) con-
firmed that tremors were felt in
Gilgit and the adjoining areas.
However, no loss of life or dam-
age to property was reported
from anywhere so far. Accord-

ing to NSMC Islamabad, the
depth of the quake was recorded
at 45 kilometers and the epicen-
ter was 84 kilometers in the
North West. In October, a mild
earthquake of 3.1 magnitude on
the Richter Scale jolted differ-
ent areas of Karachi – the capi-
tal of Sindh province. Accord-
ing to the National Seismic
Monitoring Centre Islamabad,
the depth of the quake was re-
corded at 15 kilometers and the
epicenter was near the
Quaidabad area of Karachi.

ISLAMABAD (INP): After
announcement of winter vaca-
tions in schools, tourists through
to tourist resorts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa including
Abbottabad, Swat, Naran,
Kaghan, and Malam Jabba re-
sulting in huge rush there.

According to a report of

private news channel, the visi-
tors along with their families
were enjoying the picturesque
beauty of hill stations of differ-
ent tourist resorts.

Famous hilly tourist desti-
nations in Pakistan are no less
than any other international va-
cation spots as scenic views
and beautiful landscapes have
been enhancing the beauty of
nature during snowfall season

every year.
The residents of the North-

ern parts said that a large num-
ber of families have planned to
visit these areas with their
families to enjoy the pictur-

RAWALPINDI (INP): Spe-
cial Assistant to the Prime Min-
ister for Human Rights and
Women Empowerment,
Mashal Hussain Malik, while
congratulating the Christian
community on Christmas has
commended the role of the
Christian community in devel-
opment and prosperity of the
country.

She said, “Christian com-
munity plays a key role in ev-
ery field of life. Community is
performing significant services,
all minorities including the
Christian community have
equal rights in Pakistan, atroci-
ties are being committed on
minorities in India, which the
international community has to
take notice of.”

Mushaal Mullick ex-
pressed these views while ad-
dressing the get-to-gather cer-
emony organized by the Chris-
tian spiritual leader Archbishop
Rawalpindi/Islamabad, Dr. Jo-

seph Arshad in Rawalpindi.
Station Commander

Rawalpindi Brigadier Ahmad
Nawaz, Muslim League lead-
ers Chaudhry Tanveer, Barris-
ter Daniyal, Chaudhry Osama,
Malik Abrar, Ziaullah Shah,
Rashid Khan, Pakistan
Peoples Party's Sibt-ul- Hasan
Bukhari alias Sabti Shah, busi-
nessman Sheikh Muhammad
Hafeez, Shoaib Sadal, Mem-
ber of the peace committee,
Babu Sajid Amin Khokhar,
Frayad Francis, Napoleon
Gomez, Sanobar Gill, ambas-
sadors of various countries,
Hindu, Sikh and Christian lead-
ers, Ulama Izhar Bukhari,
Hafiz Iqbal Rizvi, Pir
Azmatullah, administrative of-
ficers were present.

Speaking at Christmas
Get- to - gather, the Christian
spiritual leader Archbishop
Rawalpindi Islamabad Dr. Jo-
seph Arshad said that Christ-
mas gives us the message of

peace and brotherhood, the
Christian community will con-
tinue to strive for the develop-
ment and prosperity of the be-
loved country like before. Dr.
Joseph Arshad urged the Chris-
tian community to remember
their needy and deserving
brothers in the joy of Christ-
mas and share them in their joy.

Christian spiritual leader
Archbishop Rawalpindi
Islamabad Dr. Joseph Arshad
congratulated the Christian
community on Christmas and
said that Christmas is a mes-
sage of peace, reconciliation
and love. Community will con-
tinue its efforts for the promo-
tion of love and affection.

On this occasion, special
guest Mishaal Hussain Malik
lit the candle of peace along
with Archbishop Rawalpindi
Islamabad Dr. Joseph Arshad
and other distinguished guests,
while the Christmas cake was
also cut later.

ISLAMABAD:  Director General (FDE) Tanveer Ahmad and principal Prof Fouzia Sheikh giving
winning prize to student in Quaid Day speech contest held at Model college F7/2 organized by Federal
Directorate of Education on Friday.

KARACHI: Caretaker Federal  Education Minister, Madad Ali Sindhi distributing the mementos during the
1st Annual Conference 2023 â€œExamination and Assessment Practices in Pakistan at Karachi .

JAMSHORO : VC LUMHS Prof, Dr Ikram Din Ujjan addressing during 14th Senate Meeting at
LUMHS Jamshoro.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar in a group photo
with the President, Directing Staff of National Defence University and graduating
Civil Service officers of National Security Course-2024.

Protests In Balochistan Against Arrest
Of Women In Islamabad

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Protest demon-

strations were held in various
parts of Balochistan in response
to the arrest of Baloch women by
Islamabad police.

 Balochistan National Party
(BNP) Chief, Sardar Akhtar
Mengal, led a demonstration in
Khuzdar, demanding the immedi-
ate release of the detained women
in the federal capital. Participants,
including women and children,
echoed the demands of the Baloch
Yekjehti Committee (BYC) in
Islamabad. Sardar Akhtar Mengal,
addressing the protesters in
Khuzdar, urged the authorities to
heed their demands and release
the Baloch women.

The demonstrators, in soli-
darity with BYC, blocked the main
Khuzdar Chowk. Similar protests
unfolded in Awaran, Gwadar,
Turbat, and other parts of
Balochistan, with participants
supporting the BYC’s demands.

Governor Met Fed-
eral Ministers

Governor Balochistan, Malik
Abdul Wali Kakar,

engaged with caretaker fed-

eral ministers, including Fawad
Hassan Fawad,

Murtaza Solangi, and Syed
Jamal Shah, seeking intervention
for the release of the Baloch
women.

The federal ministers assured
that the government was actively
investigating the incident, com-
mitting to exhaustive efforts to re-
solve the issue promptly.

Governor Kakar’s visit to the
federal capital followed BNP Chief

Sardar Akhtar Mengal’s an-
nouncement that the

Governor would meet the
President and the caretaker prime
minister to address the arrest of
Baloch women.

In a recent press conference
in Quetta,

Sardar Akhtar Mengal stated
that the Governor would resign
from his position if the govern-
ment failed to secure the release
of the Baloch women.


