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Balochistan Boosts Public Transportation: 25 Additional

Green Buses Soon in Quetta
Quetta Voice Special Report:

QUETTA: In a bid to en-
hance transportation facilities
for the masses, the Balochistan
government has announced a
significant expansion of the
green bus fleet. Dr. Faisal
Ahmed Khan, the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Balochistan
Public Private Partnership
(BPPP), revealed that 25 more
eco-friendly buses are set to
grace the roads of Quetta
shortly. The provincial govern-
ment has already submitted a
comprehensive feasibility re-
port to the Planning Commis-
sion of Pakistan, seeking ap-
proval for the purchase of
these green buses.

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan
stated that the ambitious plan
aims to have a total of 100
green buses navigating the
streets of Quetta in the com-
ing months. The green bus
project, initially approved by the
former Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan,
has garnered momentum un-
der the current administration.

Green Buses To Operate
From Marriabad To
Hazara Town

The expansion of the green
bus service is not confined to

the city center; it is set to reach
various key areas, including
Hazara Town, Marriabad,
Samungli Road, Sariab Cus-
tom, Nawan Killi, and other
crucial parts of the provincial
capital. Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan emphasized that this
move is aresponse to the long-
standing demand for decent
transportation facilities by the
masses.

Currently, only eight buses
operate from Balochistan Uni-

versity to Belili Airport Road,
prompting calls from the pub-
lic for an increase in the num-
ber of green buses. Asadullah

Kakar announced the provision

of an additional 100 green
buses for Balochistan, further
solidifying the govemmenl’e

a young resident, exp
reliefat the introduction of the

to g pub-

green bus service and de-
manded an expansion to meet
the growing demand.
PM Promises Provision
01100 Green Buses
Inarecent visit, Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq

lic ionin the region.

As the Balochistan gov-
emment continues to prioritize
sustainable and accessible
transportation, the upcoming
influx of green buses is poised
to alleviate the commuting
challenges faced by the resi-
dents of Quetta.

Chaman Pak-Afghan Border Market: Driving Economic
Growth in Balochistan

News Desk:

CHAMAN: The fiuit and
vegetable market in the Pak-
Afghan border area of
Chaman, a landmark project
under the supervision of
Balochistan’s Caretaker Chief
Minister Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki, has reached its final
stages.

The official inauguration of
this state-of-the-art facility is
scheduled for mid-February,
according to the Planning and
Development Department.

The  comprehensive
project, with a total cost of Rs
1656.936 million, encompasses
essential features such as a
truck stand, taxi stand/bus
stand, fruit and vegetable
stand, central dual carriage-
way, and a mosque.

These facilities are poised
to transform Chaman into a
vital hub for the supply and dis-
tribution of agricultural prod-
ucts, providing a platform for
buyingand selling.

Sources from the Depart-

2T
ment of Planning and Devel-
opment enphasize the collabo-
rative financial support from
both the federal and provincial
governments, marking a cru-
cial step toward fostering eco-

nomic development in
Balochistan.

Beyond its impact on busi-
ness professionals in the fruit
and vegetable sector, the mar-
ket is expected to facilitate the

timely and quality delivery of
agricultural products through-
out the country, positioning
Chaman as a pivotal center for
trade and commerce in the re-
gion.

Peshawar High Court suspends ECP order strip-
ping PTD’s ‘bat’ symbol

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar
High Court (PHC) on Tuesday
suspended the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan’s (ECP) declara-
tion of the PTI's intra-party polls
as unconstitutional and the revo-
cation of the party’s ‘bat” election
symbol. Justice Kamran Hayat
Miankhel announced the verdict
shortly after reserving his order
on a PTI petition against the ECP
decision.

The court order, a copy of
which is available with Dawn.com,
said that general elections were
scheduled for February 8 and the
last date for allotment of election
symbols was January 13.

It directed that notices be is-
sued to all respondents for Jan 9
and suspended the ECP’s Decem-
ber 22 order. The court also or-
dered the ECPto publish the PTI's
certificate on the commission’s
website and restore the party’s
election symbol “keeping in view
the urgency, that a political party
has been denuded of its symbol,
meaning hearby that aspirants
from the general public who were
willing to vote for the petitioners™
party were divested of their right
fo vote as per their choice”.

The submission of the
party’s plea comes after the lec-
toral watchdog last week voided,
for the second time in under a
month, the PTI’s internal clections
in which Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
was elected as the party’s new
chairman. The ECP had issued a
verdict following a first-of-its-kind

microscopic examination of the
inner workings of a political party
and declared the party ineligible
to obtain an election symbol to
contest the upcoming general
elections.

“It is held that PTI has not
complied with our directions ren-
dered therein order dated 23rd
November 2023 and failed to hold
intra-party election in accordance
with PTI prevailing Constitution,
2019 and Election Act, 2017, and
Election Rules,2017,” the ECP had
said in its 11-page order.

The party had termed the de-
cision part of the “famous Lon-
don Plan” and a “disgusting and
shameful attempt to stop PTI from
[participating in the] election”.

It had also claimed that the
party would still win the general
elections, maintaining that it
would appeal the decision at ev-
ery forum. Itasserted that its can-

didates would indeed contest the
polls with the *bat” symbol, come
what may.
Election symbol is
the life of any
party: Ali Zafar

“Itseemed that they were against
the PTI together with the ECP,”
he said. Zafar said that the ECP
should remain “independent and
free”. Meanwhile, Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan said the PHC had un-
dermined and eliminated the “con-
spiracy against the PTI, its sym-
bol and its supporters” with its
order. He added that the high
court had restored the trust of the
party and the nation in the judi-
ciary. “Itseemed as if the ECP were
againstus, it did not feel as if they
were fair,” PTI lawyer Ali Zafar said
while speaking to the media out-
side the PHC alongside Gohar
Khan, adding that a symbol is a
fundamentalright. “The way law-
yers from different parties were
arguing in courts today, it seemed
as if they were collaborating
against PTI. One should not get
this perspective, they should stay
" he said. Gohar said

Talking to the media after the
PHC verdict, PTI counsel Barris-
ter Ali Zafar said the election sym-
bol was the “life” of any party and
a basic constitutional right of the
organisation and its workers, sup-
porters and voters. “Today the
high court has upheld that basic
right and declared that the ‘bat’
symbol belongs to the PTI and
restored it.” Zafar said the ECP
had given its verdict in the case
as if it was an “opponent” of the
PTlinstead of a just arbitrator and
also questioned why the lawyers
from parties or the government
were present in today’s hearing.

there was a “great need” for the
suspension order since nomina-
tion papers for the general elec-
tions have been filed and the scru-
tiny process is underway. He said
the PTI had sent its priority list
and all the provinces accepted it
other than Punjab, adding that the
final list issued included all politi-
cal parties other than the PTI.

The PTI chairman said the
party would request the ECP to
ensure clections were free, fair
and transparent, adding that the
party had always expressed con-
fidence in the watchdog. News
Desk

Seven Former Balochistan
Chief Ministers Gear Up for

General Elections
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Inan electrifying
turnof events, Balochistan braces
for the upcoming general elec-
tions witha formidable lineup that
includes seven former Chief Min-
isters vying for key political posi-
tions.

‘The political landscape in the
province has been set ablaze as
parties officially kick-start their
election campaigns.

Among the prominent con-
tenders, Sardar Akhtar Mengal, a
political stalwart, sets the stage
by participating in both the Na-
tional and Provincial Assembly
elections. Simultaneously, the sea-
soned leader of Jamiat Ulema Is-
lam, Nawab Aslam

Khan, former Chief Minister of
Balochistan from the Muslim
League-N, demonstrates full force
in preparation for the elections
scheduled for February 8. Ad
tionally, Sardar Salch Bhutani,
former Chief Minister hailing from
Hub, is set to contest from his
constituency.

Notably, Speaker of the
Balochistan Assembly, Jan Jamali,
throws his hat into the ring, add-
ing another layer of intrigue to the
upcoming elections.

Significant Twist With
Maulana Fazal Contest-
ing From NA 265 Pishin

Khan Raisani, former Chief Min-
ister and Chief of Sarawan, throws
his hat into the ring for a seat in
the Balochistan Assembly.

Dr. Malik Baloch,
Nawab Zehri Also In
The Run

The political arena is further
charged as Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch, former ChicfMinister and
National head of his party, and
Nawab Sanaullah Zehri, former
Chicf Minister and leader of the
People’s Party, intensify their pres-
ence in the electoral battlefield.
Adding to the mix, Jam Kamal

As the series of seat-to-seat
adjustments between political
parties continues, the February 8
elections bring a significant twist
with Maulana Fazlur Rehman
Pashin, the Chief of the Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM)
and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Central
Amir, choosing to contest the
National Assembly seat from NA
265 Pishin.

The political battleground is
set, and Balochistan anticipates a
riveting electoral showdown, with
seven former Chief Ministers
shaping the narrative in this cru-
cial chapter of the province’s po-
litical history.

WAF Quetta Supports
Baloch Women March, Urges
Just Resolution

Quetta: The Women Action
Forum (WAF) Quetta expresses
unwavering solidarity with the
courageous women and girls lead-
ing a historic month-long protest
in Balochistan.

The unprecedented peaceful
long march from Turbat to
Islamabad, organized by women
from interior Balochistan, marks a
significant moment in Pakistan’s
history. Paying tribute to the pas-
sion and perseverance of the pro-
testing women, children, and men,
all hailing from missing persons’
families, WAF Quetta calls upon
the government and relevant au-

thorities to heed their demand§ for

justice. As the demonstrators
‘faced numerous hardships during
theirjourney through different cit-
ies, they were greeted with sup-
port from civil society along the
way. Presently, they continue their
sit-in protest at the Islamabad
Press Club, steadfast in their pur-
suit of rights and justice for the
oppressed families. WAF Quetta
urges a compassionate response,
emphasizing the critical need for
the government to listen atten-
tively and fulfill the legitimate de-
mands of these resilient protest-

Police Officer Injured In A Hand
Grenade Attack In Quetta

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: A police officer

vas injured in a hand grenade at-

tack in the provincial capital on
Tuesday night

Police sources said unknown

terrorists lobbed a hand grenade

at a police mobile in the Nawan

Killi area of the city. As aresult of

the attack, a police assistant sub
inspector was injured. The injured
police officer was rushed to the
hospital for medical treatment.
The attackers escaped unhurt
from the spot. Police reached the
spot as an investigation into the
incident went underway.
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Collaborative Growth with Ger-
man Consulate’s Focal Person
for Economic Development

In the bubi ling city of Quetta, whcrc the echoes of development are becoming
increasingly audible, the people and business leaders of Balochistan extend a
heartfelt appeal to the German Consulate in Karachi. Today, as we reflect on
the dynamic friendship between Pakistan and Germany, we take a moment to
express our gratitude to the German government for s sponsorship of various
development projects that have notably enhanced the socio-economic condi-
tions of our province. Balochistan, with its vast and untapped potential, stands
as areservoir of economic opponuniucs awaiting exploration through interna-
tional partnerships. Recognizing this significant potential for collaboration,
we underscore the crucial role that the German Consulate can play in promot-
ing economic growth, facilitating trade, and attracting investments to our re-
source-rich region. The spirit of our appeal lies in a call for enhanced coopera-
tion, urging the German Consulate to initiate dialogues and engagement ses-
sions with local entrepreneurs, industrialists, and investors. This collabora-
tive approach promises not only to benefit the business community but also to
contribute significantly to the overall economic development of Balochistan.

Our province boasts unique offerings in sectors such as minerals, agricul-
ture, and fisheries, aligning harmomously with Germany s interests and exper-
tise. By actively involving the business community, the German Consulate has
the opportunity to identify mutually beneficial opportunities and contribute to
the prosperity of both regions. While expressing our appreciation for the ap-
pointment of a focal person for the business community of Sindh and
Balochistan, we humbly stress the importance of broader consultation with all
stakeholders in Balochistan.

We believe that inclusive decisi king will enhance the
success of such initiatives. We are opumwuc that, under its current leader%hlp,

A democracy without question

By Jawed Nagqvi:

l 5 . exchange. It was as bad  in the ensuing shootout. ~protested against unem-
Twasn’t surprising in ;¢ tha Intriguingly, none of the  ployment
the end that the presid- There was a third intruders was captured authoritarianism. This
ing officers of the two breach, earlier, again un- alive. Some MPs said was the tricky part. Any
Houses of India’s parlia- der a government with they saw a sixthman on discussion on the secu-
ment, both handpicked BJP’smuscular national- the closed-circuit TV, but  rity lapse would have led
by Prime Minister Modi, ist leaders as key minis- the claim was spurned to discussion on ram-
suspended 146 opposi- ters. But it was not by the government like pant unemployment,
tion MPs enmasse. This deemed threatening most other questions, that too on the eve of
was unprecedented and  since Madhu  presumably in national crucial general elections.
worrisome for the Dandavate, former min- interest. The two men It would also have
troubled democracy. ister of socialist beliefs, also ended their high- brought another
The MPs had hoped fo had smuggled an un- profile intrusion, tamely, ~ troublesome discussion
ask layered and probing - loaded pistol into pa making a spectacle of to the fore
questions about a secu- ment. He was hlghhghl- themselves by releasing authoritarianism. The
rity breach at the Lok ing lax security under yellow gasfrom canisters government obviously
Sabha. Answering ques-  the Janata Party’s watch. they had apparently wouldn’t want any of
ions, however, isnotMr  Subsequent security smuggled in. They raised that.
Modi’s forte or that of lapses — in 2001 and slogans but were The 2001 intrusion
his home minister. Mr now in 2023 — suggest roughed up by MPs and into the old parliament
Modiopenly relishes his that Dandavate’s alert handed to the marshals. spawned similar ques-
reputation as India’s had gone characteristi- A redeeming feature of ~tions. Several have re-
only prime ministerwho ~ cally unheeded. On the the latest security lapse mained unanswered to
hasn’t held a press con-  two serious close calls, was that Pakistan wasn’t  this day.
ference in 10 years. the government, habitu-  blamed. Arundhati Roy and
The current crop of ally, stonewalled key The answers that A.G. Noorani raised
questions from the op- questions. In2001,acar opposition MPs ex- these issues vocifer-
position pertains to the with a home ministry pected from the govern- ously. For example,
two men who jumped sticker drove into the ment about the Lok months beforethe attack
into the Lok Sabha from  precincts, which were Sabha incident would on parliament, both the
the visitors® gallery. It busy with MPs arriving perhaps have been too  goverment and police
was an unsavoury inci- and leaving. In the cur- embarrassing for the had been saying that
dent for the spanking rent case, instead of car government to come parliament could be at-
new parliament house, stickers, the two men clean on. The questions tacked. On Dec 12,2001,
which Mr Modi had in”  were issued passesatthe won’t go away. For ex- at an informal meeting

the German Consulate will not only recognize the si
economic landscape but also take pmacnve steps to strengthen economic
ties. Our people and business leaders eagerly anticipate constructive engage-
ment that fosters a lasting partnership between the German Consulate Karachi
and our province. Together, as great friends on the global stage, Pakistan and
Germany can unlock the full potential of economic collaboration and contrib-
ute to the shared prosperity of our regions, B'\lochislan with its rich tapestry
of key appoini-
mente. We trust that our collective efforts wil pave the way for a brighter
future for all, and as a newspaper, we remain committed to’ facilitating this
collaborauvcjcumcy toward progress and prosperity.”

Unjustified stigma

By Ali Burhan Mustafa:

. Pakistan. A woman is _inflict fear and profound
Paxistax is grap- raped every two hours physical and psychologi-
pling with the stigma sur- — a statistic that is po- cal trauma, often leading
rounding mental health. tentially more frequent, to myriad mental health
A social fabricsteeped in ~ with claims of such inci- ~ disorders.

tradition often finds it- dents occurring every 20 This crisis is exacer-
selfat odds with the criti- - minutes by groups such  bated by the lack of ad-
cal need for progressive as  Pakistan Men equately trained
mental healthcare solu-  Against Rape. healthcare providers who
tions. The distressingly can recognise and assist

This clashis exacer- low rate of cases being  victims and violence —a
bated by misguided reli-  reported and even fewer shortfall highlighted by
anceon shamansand ar- convictions exposes the Unicef-initiated men-
chaic spiritual rituals, deep flaws within the jus-  tal health and psychoso-
propelled by misinter- ticesystem. Anumberof cial support services
preted religious doc- high-profile rape cases, programmein 2021 Medi-
trines, rather than scien- including the Zainab cal studies corroborate
tific psychiatric interven-  Ansari incident and a this gap.
tion. This dependence mother abused sexually In Pakistan, the in-
on traditional healers, in front of her children, tersection of mental
especially in impover- necessitates a demand health and human rights
ished areas, perpetuates  for forensic psychiatric is brought into sharp re-
the stigma, assessments in court liefby the impact of bla

Child sexual abuse ~proceedings. phemy laws on the men-
in Pakistan, with its dis- Pakistani women tally ill. Between 1986 and
mal conviction rates, are encumbered with a  2010,an alaming surge in
casts a long shadow di i N blasph i
over our human rights  of mental health condi- resulted in over 50 extra-
record. Chilling statistics ~ tions compared to men. judicial deaths.
from organisations like While attention has The existing laws,
Sahil, reveal thousands been drawn to many of increasingly stringent
of cases with a convic- the sociocultural prac- and far-reaching, ensnare
tion rate of less than two  tices responsible, in- individuals with mental
per cent. Despite initia- cluding karo kari health conditions such as
tives like the Zainab Alert  (‘honour” killings often schizophrenia and au-
Bill and national sex of- seen in Balochistan and tism, often misused to
fender registries, the Sindh), watta satta and  conceal abuse against
acute scarcity of child child marriages, the them. There is a critical
psychiatrists and under- struggles of women in need for legal reforms that
development of less visible rural and ur- provide robust protec-
specialised branches, ban slum areas remain  tions for those with men-
such as forens largely unacknowl- tal health challenges, cn-
community psychiatry, edged. Despite suring that b

with gaudy behest of a BJP MP. In  ample, how werethe two — then prime minister Atal
fanfare and mediacval both events, parliament’s men known to the BJP  Bihari Vajpayee warned
ritual. The intruders had ~security should have MP from Mysuru who ofan imminentattack on
shouted slogans about been taken more seri- sponsored their security ~parliament. On Dec 13,
unemployment and gal- ously, the responsibility passes? How did the parliament was attacked.
loping authoritarianism. pinned on the powerful government plan to re- Given that there was an
In 2001, 0n thesame day, homeminister oftheday: spond to prevent a re- “improved security
Dec 13, in the old Brit- Lal KrishnaAdvanithen, peat? How were the men  drill”, how did a carbomb
ish-built parliament and AmitShah now. able to smuggle the gas packed with explosives
house, under another Luckily but canisters under the nose enter the parliament
BIP government, an strangely, in the first epi- of a security detail that complex? The entire at-
equally curious breach sode, the car carrying by its nature involves the ~tack was recorded live on
of seccurity had oc- supposedly highly protection of the prime close circuit TV. Then
curred. Ithadled toater- trained battle-hardened minister and all senior Congress part

rifyingmilitary stand-off gunmen tamely crashed and junior leaders of In-  Kapil Sibal reportedly

in

the Congress, the late
Priyaranjan Dasmunshi,
said: “I counted six men
getting out of the car.
Butonly five were killed.
The close circuit TV
camera recording clearly
showed the six men.” If
Dasmunshi was right, as
Roy wondered, why did
police say that there were
only five people in the
car? Who was the sixth
person? Where is he
now? Why was the
CCTV recordingnot pro-
duced by the prosecu-
tion as evidence in the
trial? Why was it not re-
leased for public view-
ing? Why was parliament
adjourned after some of
these questions were
raised?

Importantly, the
courts acknowledged
that Afzal Guru, who was
subsequently hanged as
a conspirator, was a sur-
rendered militant who
was in regular contact
with Indian forces, par-
ticularly the dreaded
Special Task Force of
former Jammu and
Kashmir’s police. How
could a person under
their surveillance be-
come a key conduit to
conspire in a major mili-
tant operation?

Anyone who has
seen the grilling of the
British prime minister by
the opposition every
Wednesday, or has
watched how US presi-
dents are not spared
scrutiny if the law war-
rants it, must wonder
what the hullaball

with Pakistan. Major into a parked vehicle. dia? Two other col-
embassies in Delhi Thatsetoffanalert,leav- leagues of the intruders that the CCTV recording
moved out their staff ing five intruders and were arrested from out- be shown to the mem-
over fears of a nuclear seven security mendead side parliament as they ~bers. The chief whip of

about regarding the sup-
posedly fabled Indian
democracy.

Plantation drive
By Shahzad Sharjeel:

. throughout their tenures  Hall, Merewether Tower, that come to mind are
Erecronsacine in oﬂ%‘c is the bedrock Empress  Market, overhead bridges and
air,and potted plants are  of a functioning, repre- Jehangir Kothari Parade, underpasses. While
being transplanted to sentative polity. Pavilion, and Bandstand most of these are help-
suitable soil with the The most common at Clifton. The Brits built  ful to the public, they
most earthworms and  refrain during the elec- them with much help tend to crumble and
compostavailable. Sun- tion season is ‘We will from the city’s Parsiand  flood, without any ac-
shine is essential, but turn Larkanainto Paris’. Hindu communities. countability and much
the time to make hay is While the French Rupchand Bilaram Park, too quickly for any
later. In a no-holds- capital’s reputation has a magnificent facility, chance of attaining an
barred environment, so farnot been compro- wasmade possible by its iconic status.
logic is the first casualty. mised, many achateauin namesake. It has now Not sure where the
How does one explaina _the south of France rou- - been conveniently ap- *chinaman delivery” got
televised interview by tinely becomes the propriated as Bagh Ibn- its name. It is the same
an ‘encounter specialist’ stomping ground for i-Qasim.Manyacommit- with ‘china cutting
accusing the leadership ~these peddlers of prom- tee tasked to give asimi- While the former is
of a political party of all ises from Larkana to lar ‘Islami-touch’ must widely known in the
manner of crime? Some  Raiwind. have rued their inability world of cricket asa left-
people believe he did it Take Karachi and to rename the Hindu arm spin delivery, the
at the instigation of the most of its iconic land- Kush range. latter is restricted to
powers that be. Fine. marks; forinstance, Frere One can argue that Karachi, though just the
How do you then explain Hall was built by the bad  since foreign masters name as the practice of
ministers resigning from  old Brits when they and conqueror-despots appropriating public
the caretaker cabinet to ruled us. How greedy, like the Mughals were property for personal
join the same party, unscrupulous, shame- not accountable to the —gain is rampant country-
again, ostensibly at the less, and downright evil populace, they could wide. In the spirit of fair
same power’s behest?  the colonisers were has spend from the exche- representation, let us

Electoral and con- been recorded quite suf- quer as they wished on  look at Rawalpindi. Here,
stitutional democracy ficiently and is being grand schemes and fan-  the textbook practice is
demands constant vlgl- rubbed in these days by tastic monuments to putting atrash dumpster
lanceby ‘we the people.” Shashi Tharoor and themselves and their on any spot with com-
Stamping a ballot paper many others. That we loved ones. In modern mercial potential. Rest
can neither be the start-  have no love lost for the  times, elected, account-  assured, we will dump all
mgnonhemgh pointof colonisers and their Raj able administrations can  sorts of trash every-

process. is axiomatic. However, it only undertake public where but in the

are a glaring oversight in Pakls(an s pledge to the  laws are not weaponised

mental health against them. Pakistan

after abuse. Mcnml Hedllh Action stands at a critical junc-

Pakistan faces a dire  Plan (2013-2030), women  ture, with recent legal re-

human rights challenge, ~are brutally punished for forms pointing towards

asdetailed by the Human  perceived immorality. progress in mental health
Rights Commission of Such barbaric practices ~care.

Duc diligence Dt clec: s worth summarising  works forthe good of the dumpster. Soon, the
tion manifestos of politi- that the British con- populace and not for place becomes a hell of
cal parties, their past ceived and constructed mere aestheticsand leav- miasma for the residents
record in delivering on most structures worth ing a name for them- and commuters.

their promises, and an declaring as monuments ~ selves. The problem to- The next step is to
utmost commitment to or heritage sites in this day is that the only such remove the dumpster,
hold them accountable metropolis. Take Denso  *public welfare’ schemes ~level the plot, and grant

the prime piece of land
for a nursery. The
change of scene could
not be more dramatic,
from a mountain of trash
withaccompanying flies,
stray dogs, feral cats,
and hovering kites to
pots of saplings and
flowerbeds amidst rows
of terracotta ornaments.
Everybody breathes a
sigh of relief. The civic
bodies and cantonment
boards are praised in-
stead of being asked
how the lease for the
nursery was granted and
on what terms. The
grantees are kicked out
after a couple of years,
and a spanking cash-
and-carry is built. The
process has been honed
to perfection.

The same commu-
nity that created the
trash problem and was
first nauseated and then
relieved on its evolution
now throngs the shop-
ping centre with their
trolleys laden with stuff,
a lot of it from China
soon to be turned into
trash. Another public
amenity plot, another
trash site, another nurs-
ery, more saplings, more
transplants; the cash-
and-carry business con-
tinues.

What

Karachi where her fam- said with a laugh, with
Esrwy on sunday, ily was based; another more than a not of bit-
there were few peoplein in a university in terness. I was here in
the green areas in front Balochistan; a third, Islamabad in 2021 also.
of the Islamabad Press head on her knee as if Most of the women
Club. The rows of quietly ~ she still had some more  were young and edu-
seated protesters were  sleep in her, was also in  cated, and hailed from
missing as were the cam-  school. One ofher com- middle-class  back-
eras and visitors. panions pointed to the grounds. In this and their
The camp was just sleepy one and told a presence in Islamabad
waking up. The young visiting delegation that lies the changing environ-
menwere busy fixingthe her father had disap- ment of Balochistan’s
tent, straightening out peared before she was politics and society.
rugs, etc. One of them born. Sammi Baloch and
carried away a ring-light Another young Mahrang Baloch are not
and stand used with woman walked up. She outliers, even though
phone cameras. Most wasa housewife buthad they have become the
were masked, but there finished her schooling face of this particular
was little uniformity in before marriage. Her march,
hairstyle or clothes. youngest child, a tod- This longest-run-
From shalwarkameez to dler, was with her. [have ning insurgency in
jeans to heavy Balochi been taking partin these Balochistan has been led
shalwars, one could see protests since 2016 by the middle class from
itall. when my brother disap-  the province’s non-tribal
A small group of peared; he had just been ~ arcas. Those who are
women sat in a corner. married a year or so be- picked up and those who
Their crumpled clothes fore, she said. fight for their return are
and mussed-up hair un- It was not possible both from this class, and
der chadors or dupattas for women to step out- not the tribal sardars who
indicated the day was side the home in those ~continue to be the face of
just beginning. Most days, she added. But Balochistan in Iskamabad.
were young. One was now I have seen many The sardars and
studying in a school in parts of Pakistan, she other MNAs are the first

By Arifa Noor:

the Baloch want

to be maligned when the - which is now prevalent where distances are be- youth.
issue of Balochistan’s in Balochistan and KP. coming shorter, physi- There is more. Over
development comes up  The protests for the dis- cally and otherwis the decades, Pakistan
and the first to be co- appeared and those led Social media is one has shrunk in a way.
opted economically and by the Pashtun Tahaffuz e x p lana tion . Moreand more protest-
politically. Butmoreand  Movement followacom-  Smartphones have al- ers from the peripheries
more, it appears, they are  mon path; citizen pro- lowed dissenttobe com- are now reaching
irrelevant for the people. tests led by young, edu- municated in a way that Islamabad where their
Why else would cated Pakistanis who the state is struggling to  stories are heard more
they be absent from this  have mastered the art of deal with. Take the widely. Contrast the
protest  cam in peacefully gatheringand  Baloch protesters. Their Chaman sit-in with the
Islamabad where young  confronting a state bent protest in Turbat and long march from Turbat
men and women domi- on using force against entire journey to Whic reached
nate, negotiating with  them. Islamabad was covered Islamabad. This was not
ministers, facing the Among them, on social media as was just made easier by the
cameras and press and young women havealso the ham-handed manner road network but also
greeting those who come to the forefront, in which police tried to intemal migration.
come to show sympa- moreso inthe caseof the disperse, arrest and *de- Over the years,
thy? The absence of Baloch than PTM port’ them. It was social many Baloch and
those who represent though they are present media coverage and the Pakhtuns have moved
Balochistan in parlia- in both. The PTM al- reaction to it (especially out of conflict areas to
‘ment reveals the discon-  lowed for ordinary from diplomats) which urban centres such as
nect between the elec- women tocome forward has put the state on the Lahore, Islamabad and
toral exerciseand Baloch and tell their stories of back foot. It is now re- Karachi. Many have
people. suffering at public gath- duced to intimidatory moved for employment
Itis perhaps notan erings while Baloch tactics such as deploy- and others for educa-
unfamiliar point to any- women stepped out of ing policeand anti-terror-  tion. This has also cre-
one interested in the is- their homes to lead the ist personnel at the pro- ated networks which
sue. But circumstances protest for missing rela- test point and pushing make such protests and
of class and unrepresen- tives. activities of alleged ter- visibility possible.
tative politics have led But thereis more to  rorists on mainstream Journalists and re-
to the emergence of a these protests, for they media— allcountered by =~ searchers such as Zia ur
form of political protest take place in a Pakistan smartphone-yielding Rehman argue this has

exposed Baloch stu-
dents to left-wing parties
and mentors outside
their own province. As
the state continues with
its age-old tactics such
as arrests, disappear-
ances and force, it can
no longer do so as invis-
ibly as it can in the pe-
ripheries. Consider the
FIRs against Punjab Uni-
versity students during
the PTI tenure, which
made it to the National
Assembly, or the viral
footage of a student be-
ing abducted from
Punjab university. The
point is not to state the
obvious but to argue
that in a changing Paki-
stan, protesting Baloch
citizens in Islamabad and
beyond are simply re-
flecting a new reality. On
the other hand, the state
is still employing the old,
ineffective rulebook.

It has to engage
these young people and
the middle classes, in-
stead of silencing them.
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CM Bagar invites
Austrian investors
to invest in Sindh

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Caretaker Chief Minister
Justice (retd) Magbool
Baqar has invited the
Austrian investors to
come forward and invest
in the province.

The chief minister

PAC organizes musical show in

connection with Quaid’s day

RAWALPINDI
(INP): Punjab Arts
Council organized a
grand musical program
in connection with the
147th birth anniver-
sary of Founder of Pa-
kistan Quaid-e-Azam

Assistant Director
Muhammad Sulaiman
said that Punjab was a
rich province in terms
of culture, in which
colors of Punjabi,
Saraiki, Pothohari cul-
ture were prominent.

Speaking on the
occasion, Chief Guest
Wagqar Ahmed said
that the historical
struggle of Quaid:
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah for the estab-
lishment of a separate

Muhammad Ali homeland for the Mus-  Culture was the iden- | extended the offer during
Jannah. lims of the subconti- ity of any region. Na- | ameetingwith Ambassa-
Director ~ Arts nent will be highlighted ~ tions that do not pro- | dor of Austria Mrs. An-
Council Waqar was in various aspects so tect their culture lose | drea Wicke duringa meet-
the Chief Guest of the ~ that the new genera- their identity in the | ing With here in Karachi
musical program while ~ tion canbeenlightened  world. on Tuesday.
Assistant Director about these principles. He said that| . tD‘"I""gl‘[{‘.e m_eei""dg'
Muhammad Suleman Through his vi- Punjab Arts Council [ » 5% (40T (02
was also with him on sionary leadership, the -and Department of In- ;?ale"c';:;;"";':‘u::mﬁq;
this occasion. father of nation played - formation and Culture [ §iee “Hinee nes ¢

have rendered valu-
able services for the
protectionof culture. A
large number of
people from the root
cities participated in
the grand musical
cvent.

Tahir  Nayar,
Asma Lata, Ashraf
Mirza, Hameed Babar
and other artists per-
formed in the musical
program and get huge
round applause from
the audience.

an important rol¢ in
reshaping the map of
the world. The new
generation needs to
adopt Quaid-i-Azam
as a role model and
follow his principles,
he added.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the visiting am-
bassador said her coun-
try has invested in the
oil industry in Pakistan.
She also lauded good
quality of rice product of
Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister of Commerce and Industry, Dr. Gohar Ejaz interacting
ith the members of the Chaman Chamber of Commerce and Industry at the Commerce Ministry.

Australia make solid start to Boxing
Day test in rainy Melbourne

MELBOURNE (INP):
Australia made a solid
start to the Boxing Day
test against Pakistan on
Tuesday but rain
washed out a chunk of
play and tight bowling
restricted them to 187
for three at the end of

International Cricket
Council, lasted another
six overs before he
edged a Hasan Ali de-
livery to Salman in the
slips for 42.
Labuschagne and
Steve Smith came
through a thorough ex-

It was not until just
before lunch that Paki-
stan finally winkled
Warner out for 38, the
opener loosely reaching
for a wide delivery
from spinner Agha
Salman and edging it to
Babar Azam in the slips.

home their advantage
when they were put in
to bat on a greenish
wicket at Melbourne
Cricket Ground.
Pakistan needed
something to restore
their morale after a
heavy defeat as well as

the opening day. a couple of injuries. "It was quite chal- amination before heavy
Marnus Labuschagne, Left-arm  seamers lenging," said Warner. rain sent a large part of
who had made 44 not Shaheen Afridiand Mir "When they put the ball  the 62,167 crowd scur-

out, and Travis Head,
who was unbeaten on
10, will resume on

Hamza soon got the ball
moving both ways to
trouble the Australian

in the right areas, they
challenged our front-
foot defence. A lot of

rying for the exits and
forced an early tea
break.

Wednesday as the openers. play and misses..." The questions con-
hosts seek a victory David Warner, "They didn't give us tinued tobe asked when
that would seal a series playing the penultimate too many frecbics, play resumed and

which in Perth I felt
they did a bit. So yeah,
it was a tough start."
Usman Khawaja,
sporting the names of
his daughters on his
boots as part of his con-
tinuing feud with the

triumph with the third
and final test to spare.

After an emphatic
360-run victory in the
first test in Perth two
weeks ago, the world
test champions were
looking to quickly drive

Pakistan govt to outsource eight air-
ports, Senate told

and Karachi airports,
but now has decided to
outsource eight air-
ports. The aviation ad-
visor said  the
outsourcing will be
done  phase-wise
through open bidding.

test of his career,
should have departed
for two in the third over
when he edged an
Afridi delivery to the
slips only for Abdullah
Shafique to ground a
regulation catch.

Smith was given out leg
before wicketon 19. He
reviewed the decision,
however, and ball
trackin showed
Afridi's delivery would
have gone over the
stumps.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan govern-
ment has decided to
outsource eight air-
ports phase-wise, Ad-
visor to PM on Avia-
tion Farhat Hussain
Shah told the Senate
on Tuesday.

Shah in his state-
ment before the Sen-
ate stated that Paki-
stan earlier announced

outsource
Islamabad Lahore

outsource the
country’s top airports
without following the
PPRA rules. The Eco-
nomic Coordination
Committee (ECC) had
approved the draft
Transaction Advisory
Earlier, the Air- Agreement reached
craft Owners and Op-  with the International
erators Association of Finance Corporation
Pakistan (PAOOA) for outsourcing of

opposed the coalition three airports.
’s “unilat- The ECC was in-

government’s
eral” decision to formed that the

outsourcing of three
airports has been initi-
ated within the scope
of the Public-Private
Partnership Act-2017
to engage private in-
vestors through a com-
petitive and transpar-
ent process to run the
airports, develop ap-
pertaining land assets
and enhance avenues
for commercial activi-
ties and gamer full rev-
enue potential.
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[HYDERABAD: Doctors and Health workers hold a protest rally after boycott from COVID-19 activi-

u\

KARACHI: President Dr Arif Alvi giving away the degree and gold medal in the Pakistan Navy
Engineering College

Citizens need to take ‘seasonal influenza

vaccine’ to avoid virus: Minister

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Punjab Caretaker
Health Minister Dr
Javed Akram has said various types of vi-
that the citizens need ruses are affecting the
to take special care of health of citizens, and
their health duringthe  children and ;ldgrly
recent days as Punjab people are more af-
wasadversely affected ~fected by this virus.
by air pollution due to Dr Javed Akram
heavy smog and cases  also asked citizens and
of the illness causing residents to immedi-
flu-like symptoms atelytake the seasonal
among people, espe- influenza vaccine.
cially among elderly An alarming in-

ing reported in hospi-
tals, he added.

e minister ad-
vised citizens to use
face masks, avoid
close contact, and
wash their hands to
avoid the influenza vi-
rusasit is easily trans-
missible from an in-
fected person to oth-
ers. He also advised to
adopt a healthy
lifestyle as it played
the main role in fight-

sures to spread aware-
ness about the flu
while apprising the
participants about the
symptoms and precau-
tions ofinfluenza Aand
B. Patients with
chronic diseases such
as asthma, diabetes,
cardiac and lung dis-
eases,  pregnant
women, elderly
people, and children
under five years are at
higher risk of develop-

that the new virus
could be “COVID”,
adding, that currently,

citizens were increas- crease in the c: ()f ing against ailments.  ing severe or compli-
ing. Speaking to a pri- respiratory infc Dr Javed Akram cated diseases, he
vate news channel on 1nclud1ngmﬂuenza A urged the authoritiesto  warned.

Tuesday, he said hinted B and others were be- take necessary mea-

Ty
Qureshi likely to be released from
. o e
Adiala jail
RAWALPINDI Imran  Khan's
(INP): Former Paki- wife, Bushra Bibi, law-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf yer Amir Niazi, and
(PTI) Vice-Chairman Rai Muhammad Ali
Shah Mahmood also made their way to
Qureshi is likely to be  Adiala Jail.
released from Adiala The apex court's
jail on Tuesday after bail decision, spanning
the Supreme Court four pages, with Jus-
granted himbail inthe tice Athar Minallah
Cipher case. contributing a sepa-
Shah Mahmood rate five-page note in
Qureshi's legal team, concurrence, ensured
led by Barrister that the ongoing trial
Tamoor Malik, arrived would remain unaf-
at Adiala Jail in fected.
Rawalpindi with the The decision em-
required bail bonds, phasized thatifthe PTI
coinciding with the founder misused bail,
presence of Special thetrial courtretained
Court Judge Abul theauthority to revoke
Hassanat Zulgarnain. it. The PTI leaders

media outside the Su-
preme Court, she af-
firmed that her father,
who endured four
months in custody ina
politically charged
case, intended not only
to contest upcoming
elections but also to
lead the electoral cam-
paign for Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf.
Mehra Bano empha-
sized that securing bail
for her father marks a
victory for Pakistan,
asserting that today's
developments under-
score the absence of
a substantive founda-
tion for the Cipher
case.

claim that there is no
substantial evidence
supporting the offense
under Section 5(3) of
the Official Secrets
Act. The top court
ruled that additional in-
quiry is warranted re-
garding the alleged
violation of the Official
Secrets Act, with the
trial court empowered
to make decisions
post-evaluation of evi-
dence.

Mehra  Bano,
Shah Mahmood
Qureshi's daughter,
stepped forward to
provide bail for her fa-
ther in the cipher case.

Speaking to the

KARACHI : Stockbrokers monitor the share prices during a trading session at the Pakistan Stock|
[Exchange (PSX) in Karachi, Pakistan, 26 December 2023. The Pakistani benchmark 100 index
59,170.97 was down 2534.12 with points during the trading session.

Huawei launch White Paper on AFCI for Pa-
kistani PV systems

role insolving Pakistan’s ~ solidating the reliability
power challenges. of the assessment re-

“This white paperis ~ sults.” A staffof Huawei
a indus-  Smart PV Business Solu-
try guide,” Shah Jahan ~tions in Pakistan told
Mirza emphasized, “at - Gwadar Proreporter that
the same time, Huawei’s o far, Huawei's s
insights and capabilities ~ business has entered the
undoubtedly add value Pakistani market for
toits efforts, further con-  nearly 10 years.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Power Infrastructure
Board (PPIB), CERAD
and Huawei Pakistan on
December 19 jointly un-
veiled the White Paper
on Arc Fault Circuit In-
terrupter (AFCI) for Pho-
tovoltaic systems, mark-
ing a major advance in
field of solar power tec!
nology. The launch, are-
sult of cooperative ef-
forts with Private Power
& Infrastructure Board
(PPIB)and the Center for
Advanced Research in
Engineering and Devel-
opment (CERAD),isex- technology verification
pected to redefine the and evaluation,” Sun
development pattern of ~adde:

PV power plant develop-

ment in Pakistan.

The event, accord-
ing to Gwadar Pro,
adorned with a technical
white paper launch cer-
emony, featured Chief
Executive Officer of

importance of AFCI in
promoting the develop-
mcnl of advanced PV
because it
could provide a system-
atic reference for enter-
prises involved in the
development of PV
power stations.
“This document
serves as a
sive guide for related
stakeholders, expound-
ing the development
background, technical
principles, challenges,
features, and the tan-
gible results of AFCI

37/20231 FR 8223,
353,186,208 151D 17-
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Shah Jahan Mirza,
Managing Director of
Private Power & Infra-
structure Board, praised
Huawei’s commitment to
technological advance-
ment and emphasized
that the introduction of

ties, at DHO office on Hyderabad.

this cutting-edge tech-
nology will play a key

Huawei Pakistan, Ethan
un, wh the
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Shaheed BB’s sacrifice for restoration of de-
mocracy to be remembered: NA Speaker

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speaker National Assembly
Raja Pervez Ashraf on Tues-
day said that the sacrifice ren-
dered by Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto for the restoration and
hening of !

by anti-national elements but
she remained resolved to re-
sist terrorism and extremism.

“BB had fought against
terrorism for the development
and prospenly 01 the country
of de-

of i
the country would ever be re-
membered in the political an-
nals of history.

He said that Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto sacrificed her
life fo‘r the restoration and

]

momxzy, * he said.

Raja Pervez Ashraf said
that Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
was the pioneer of democratic
struggle in Pakistan and she
always stood for Ehe protection

of in
the country.

of the do classes of

He said that Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto had the honour
of being the first elected
woman Prime Minister of the
Islamic world. He expressed
these views on the 16th mar-
tyrdomanniversary of Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto.

He said that Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto was conscious
of threats and dangers posed

the soclely, the rights of minori-
ties, and the p and
mdcpcndunu of women.

The speaker further said
that Benazir Bhutto’s mission
was to establish a democratic
system and a society based on
equality.

She carried forward the
mission of the People’s Leader
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
and said that Shaheed Benazir

Bhutto remained committed to
her mission with patience and
courage till the last breath of
her life.

Raja Pervaiz Ashraf said
that Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
promoted the politics of toler-
ance and dialogue instead of
imposingideas.

Her struggle to fight and
eliminate the scourge of terror-
ismis of key importance.

The speaker said that by
adopting the mission of Ms.
Benazir Bhutto Shaheed, we
can take the country on the

path of development.

After the martyrdom of
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, the
way Asif Ali Zardari and
Bilawal Bhutto led the party
and the country is admirable.
He expressed his determina-
tion that the mission of Ms.
Benazir Bhutto Shaheed will
be completed.

Shehbaz Sharif links peace, stability to
economic revival

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-
N) President Shehbaz Sharif
has said that a crucial election
is going to take place on Feb 8
and the party would win it with
public support.

Addressing the 16th party
parliamentary board meeting at
Model Town here on Tuesday,
he said that following the re-
turn of PML-N Quaid
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif,
there was immense enthusi-
asm and fervor among party
members and workers.

"The rally on Oct 21 at
Minar-e-Pakistan was one of
themost successful receptions
in our political history," he said
and acknowledged the partici-
pation of people from KP prov-
ince in the rally and paid trib-
ute to party workers, general
public and KP leaders who had
gathered to welcome their

Quaid at Minar-e-Pakistan.

He emphasized the vital
role of peace and stability in
the economic revival of the
country and credited PML-N
Quaid Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif for his significant efforts
in restoring peace in Karachi
from2013t02017.

He said when he had
reached Karachi in 2018 for
votes, the people of Karachi
expressed their gratitude for
peace restoration in the busi-
ness hub of Pakistan.

He said that if Quaid
Nawaz Sharif had not started
electricity projects, the coun-
try would still have been in
darkness. He recalled that
there were 20-hour load-shed-
ding in Pakistan daily but his
party successfully overcome
the issue.

He said that it was Quaid
Nawaz who tackled the men-

ace of terrorism, adding that
people still remembered devel-
opment works carried out dur-
ing that period across Pakistan.
"The way terrorism had been
eradicated from the country
was recognised even by en-
emies as well," he

ISLAMABAD: Ne\nlynppomteﬂ Ambassadnrofl’aklsian to Chma Khalil Hashmi calls on the Care-|
[taker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kaka.

PM for prioritizing climate resilience, finance as-
pects in Balochistan hydro projects

ISLAMABAD (INP): Care-
taker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar has stressed pri-
oritizing climate resilience and
climate finance aspects in hy-
dro projects of Balochistan and
reiterated government’s com-
mitment for leaving no stone
unturned for progress and

ternate leeway, besides
strengthening of the linkages.

He also asked for an im-
mediate resolution of the finan-
cial issues faced by the univer-
sities in the province.

The caretaker prime min-
isler directed f(yr constitution of

prosperity of the people of
province.

He was chairing a meet-

ing to review important matter

He said that every Paki-
stani witnessed the situation of
Peshawar's  development
project called BRT (Bus Rapid
Transit), but if the project had
been supervised by Quaid
Nawaz Sharif, then it would
have been successful like Or-
ange Line Metro Train and
Metro Buses in Lahore and
Karachi.

PML-N Quaid Nawaz
Sharif, Senator Ishaq Dar,
Chief Organizer Maryam
Nawaz, Vice President Hamza
Shahbaz, Secretary General
Ahsan Iqba] and others were
present.

Authorities urged to take notice of
Khattak's statement

PESHAWAR (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Senior
Vice President Sher Fazl
Marwat has demanded au-
thorities take notice of Pervez
Khattak's recent statement of-
fering the bat symbol to PTL
Marwat, speaking to the me-
dia in Peshawar High Court,
asserted that only the Election
Commission can assign party
symbols and questioned
Khattak's motive for propos-
ing an alternative emblem.
"Why was there a need to
offer the bat symbol?" Marwat
asked, highlighting that Khattak
had already formed his own
party separate from PTI.
"Pervez Khattak's statement

exposes the collusion between
hundnd the Election Commis-
sion," he further claimed, em-
phasizing that the cricket bat
has been and will remain PTI's
sole symbol.

Marwatalso addressed his
own political future, revealing
that PTI founder Imran Khan
had nominated him to contest
the NA-32 Peshawar election
in the last party meeting. "Iam
ready to contest from NA-32
if the party decides," he de-
clared, but added that he is not
opposed to other arrange-
ments. "l am not stubborn and
will accept whatever decision
the party takes," he assured.

Onthe legal front, Marwat

expressed confidence in PTI
chairman Imran Khan's even-
tual release on bail in all pend-
ing cases, including the cipher,
Toshakhana, and Al-Qadir
Trust matters. "Imran Khan
has already been granted bail
in the cipher case," he pointed
out, "and bail will be granted
soon in the other cases as
well."

Marwat's statement comes
amidst PTI's ongoing concerns
about electoral fairness and
transparency. He raised the
issue of party symbols being
potentially taken away, argu-
ing that such actions would dis-
enfranchise voters and hinder
free and fair elections.

Election 2024: Exchequer get Rs 655.7m in
lieu of nomination papers fee

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Comm lonofPakl-
stan (ECP) i

also witnessed significant fi-
nancial commitments, as 439
and 140

surge in financial activity, m—
ting the stage for one of the
country's most expensive polls
to date. Nomination fees have
already reached an impressive
total 0f 655.7 million rupees.
The National Assembly
race stands out as the epicen-
ter of financial movement, with
candidates competing for the
8,312 general seats collectively
contributing nearly 250 million
rupees in nomination fees.
Notably, the reserved seats for
women and minorities have

have invested 13.8 million ru-
pees and 4.5 million rupees,
respectively.

In parallel, the provincial
assembly e]ecuons reflect a
similar oasting a

attracted 1,365 and 393 candi-
dates, resulting in 27.3 million
rupees and 7.8 million rupees,
respectively.

These staggering figures
underscore the intense compe-
tition expected in the upcom-
ing elections, with candidates
illingness to

b
substantial collection of over
406 million rupees in nomina-
tion fees. The lion's share of
this amount comes from the
general seats, with 18,546 can-
didates contributing a hefty
sum of 379.2 million rupees.
Additionally, reserved seats for
women and minorities have

invest substantial amounts to
secure a coveted place in the
political landscape. While the
clevated nomination fees may
pose a barrier to entry for
some aspirants, they also raise
concerns about the potential
influence of money in Pakistani
polit

[BANGKOK: Cheifof the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashrafin group photowith participants of 8th
Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) Conclave in Thailand.

relating to Baloct prov-
ince. The meeting was at-
tended by Caretaker Chief
Minister Ali Mardan Domki,
Balochistan Education Minis-
ter Dr Qadir Baloch, Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir,
Caretaker Federal Minister for
Planning Sami Saeed, Federal
Minister for Law and Water
Resources Irfan Aslam and
other relevant senior officials,
said press release issued by
PM Office Media Wing.
Balochistan Chief Secre-
tary gave a briefing to meeting
over different projects of the

Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar also directed for expe-
diting the matters related to the
construction of two-lane high-
way from Khuzdar to Karachi
and observed that with its con-
struction, the different parts of
the country would get an al-

with
regard to matters of Kachhi
Canal projectand the inclusion
of caretaker minister for plan-
ning and caretaker chief min-
isters of Punjab and
Balochistan provinces as its
members.

The committee would be
tasked to finalize proposals
about the restoration and ex-
pansion of the canal. A direc-
tive was also issued for the
construction of check dams to
utilize water from the hilly rivu-
lets and streams and protec-
tion of Kachhi Canal and Pet
Feeder fromthe hilly torrents.

PM Kakar ordered for for-
mulation of a comprehensive
mechanism over registration
ss of vehicles in the
in collaboration with
the National Highways and
Motorways Police and Na-
tional Database and Registra-
tion Authority (NADRA)

The meeting was apprised
that for holding of free and fair
elections in the province, the
caretaker provincial govern-

ment was taking all possible
steps and in this regard, all the
directives of the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan were be-
ingimplemented.

The meeting was also ap-
prised of the mechanism for
enhancing the tax and non-tax
revenues in the province and it
was added that the tax revenue
collection system was being
digitalized.

A briefing was also given
over the steps taken for indus-
try status to the mining sector.
For the miners, a special Res-
cue 1122 center was estab-
lished in District Quetta, it was
added.

Moreover, the meeting
was told that a systematized
motors testing was in the off-
ingto ensure safe travelling on
motorways and highways in
the province.

The provincial government
with the help of federal gov-
ernment was taking steps
againstillegal fishing in its mari-
time borders.

The prime minister also di-
rected for installation of tracking
system on trawlers to end illegal
fishing in the oceanic frontiers of
the country.

Forenhancing administrative
transparency, verification of all
the government employees of
Balochistan province was being
made from NADRA.

Protest in Jhelum Valley against custodial
killings of Kashmiris in IIOJK

MUZAFFARABAD (INP): A big
protest demonstration was held
in Jhelum Valley, Azad Kashmir,
today, against the custodial kill-
ing of three Kashmiri civilians by
Indian Army in Sirankot area of
Poonch district of occupied
Jammu and Kashmir on Friday.
The protest was led by
Hurriyat leader and Vice Chairman
Tehreek-e-Shabab-ul i

the Indian Army has martyred
morethan ten thousand Kashmiris
in detention during the past three
decades. He said the Sernakot in-
cident s the worst example of In-
dian war crimes in occupied
Jammu and Kashmir. Butt pomted
out that more than one million In-
dian soldiers deployed in occu-
pied Kashmir have created an at-

Mushtaq Ahmad Butt. The par-
ticipants raised high-pitched anti-
India and pro-freedom slogans, on
the occasion.

fear and terror in the
entire occupicd territory.
Speakers on the occasion
appealed to the nations and inter-
national human rights organiza-
tions to take notice of

Mubhldq Ahmcd Butt said that

the custodial killings of Kashmiri

civilians in Sarnakot and Increase
pressure for an impartial investi-
gation and strict action against the
Indian soldiers involved in the
crime. Prominent among those
who attended the protest in-
cluded Riaz Ahmed Awan, Munir
Kunshi, Jahangir Qureshi, Zubair
Khan Durrani, Saleem Mir, Asif
Durrani, Imtiaz Awan, Arshad
Awan, Aftab Awan, Nazakat
Qureshi, Falak Khan, Raja Abbas
Khan, Quddus Kashmiri, Siddiqui
Khan and Rashid Awan.

Besides, a large number of
youth and citizens participated in
the anti-India protest.

Mandviwalla, Iranian Counsel General for
promoting business, trade ties

KARACHI (INP): Chief
Whip in Senate of Pakistan,
Senator Saleem Mandviwalla
on Tuesday visited the Turkish
Consulate General in Karachi
and called on Counsel General
Mr. Cemel Sangu.

n the occasion,
Mandviwalla recalled his visit
to Turkey in 2010, during which
he met with Prime Minister
Mr. Erdogan and President
Abdullah Gul.

Highlighting the desire to
strengthen ties, Senator
Mandviwalla called for explor-
ing more investment opportu-

nities and multifaceted collabo-
ration

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of bilateral relations, both
sides expressed mutual support
for promoting business and
trade ties.

The Consul General shared
that two Turkish companies
were keen on investing in Pa-
kistan to establish solar sys-
tems near Islamabad and
Karachi. Senator Mandviwalla,
declaring Turkey as their sec-
ond home, pledged support and
encouragement for Turkish
companies.

Following the Consul
General's advice, Senator
Mandviwalla expressed intent
to meet with Kaliyon in
Karachi and also showed in-
terest in meeting the represen-
tative of Aysis company in-
volved in cleaning work in the
southern areas of Karachi.

Ina friendly gesture, Sena-
tor Mandviwalla extended an
invitation to Mr. Cemel to at-
tend his son's wedding, con-
cluding the meeting with a re-
affirmation of the enduring
friendship between Pakistan
and Turkey.

PPP to unveil manifesto for general
elections tomorrow

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
People’s Party’s (PPP) electoral
manifesto has been finalised,
which will likely be announced to-
morrow by Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

General clections are sched-
uled to take place on February 8.
After the end of the deadline for
submission of nomination papers
on December 24, the ECP is cur-
rently conducting scrutiny of the
papers.

According to sources, the
PPP’s manifesto for the general
clections 2024 has been finalised
after consultation with experts.

The announcement wil likely
be made by PPP chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari in tomorrow’s pub-
lic gathering in Larkana to mark
the death anniversary of former

prime minister Benazir Bhutto or
in Karachi, the sources said.
According to party sources,
the PPPs manifesto is prepared
in the form of a booklet that in-
clude the achievements of its
former
government including reha-
bilitation of flood victims by con-
structing new homes for them,
expansion of the Benazir Income
Support Program, youth card, la-
borand farmer card extension?
The manifesto includes
“Bilawalayega rozgar layega” slo-
gan while mitigating poverty, so-
cial security, power generation?
employment growth and business
industry subsidies Packages are
also part of the manifesto?
foreign investment. Analysts

credit factors such as improved
product quality, diversification of
export markets, and government
incentives for exporters as con-
tributing to the surge in exports
to Southern Europe.

The continued decline in im-
ports could also be attributed to
ongoing efforts by the Pakistani
govemment to promote domestic
production and reduce reliance on
foreign goods.

Overall, the expanding trade
surplus with Southern Europe
paints a promising picture for
Pakistan's economic outlook. With
sustained efforts to boost exports.
and optimize imports, the country
is well-positioned to strengthen
its trade ties with this important
region.




