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Governor Tabuk Arrives In Dalbandin For
Houbara Bustard Hunting

Riaz Baloch:

DALBANDIN: Gover-
nor Tabuk, His Excellency
Prince Bin Fahad Bin Sultan
Bin Abdul Aziz has set the
stage for an exhilarating ad-
venture as he embarks on a
prestigious Houbara Bustard
hunting expedition in the sce-
nic landscapes of Dalbandin.
This exclusive journey, aimed
at promoting wildlife conserva-
tion and cultural exchange,
promises an unforgettable ex-
perience for both the Gover-
nor and hunting enthusiasts
alike.

The renowned Saudi Am-
bassador Nawaf Al Maliki,
Commissioner Rakhshan Divi-
sion, Irfan Gharshin, Deputy
Commissioner Chagai Tufail
Baloch, along with distin-
guished figures such as former
provincial minister Sakhi Mir
Amanullah Notizai, former dis-
trict chairman Dawood Khan
Notizai, and municipal commit-
tee Chairman Faisal Notizai,
gathered to bid farewell to
Governor Tabuk at Dalbandi
Air Port.

Prince Muhammad Jan
Kashani and other notable of-
ficers were also present to ex-
tend their best wishes as the
Governor and his entourage
embarked on this unique hunt-
ing odyssey. Surrounded byan
air of anticipation and adven-
ture, the journey to the hunting

grounds commenced amid
tight security measures. The
focus on preserving the deli-
cate balance of nature, particu-
larly in the case of the Houbara

Bustard, adds a significant di-
mension to this expedition,
aligning it with broader conser-
vation efforts. As Governor
Tabuk delves into the realm of

nature, seekingthe thrill ofthe
hunt, the expedition is poised
to blend the traditional pursuit
ofthe sport with contemporary
conservation values.

Hand Grenade Attack Leaves 4

GWADAR Inashocking in-
cident, a garage situated on Royal
Resort Syed Hashmi Avenue in
Gwadar fell victim to a grenade
attack, leaving four individuals
injured.

The assailants, yet to be iden-
tified, targeted the location with a
grenade, resulting in four people
sustaining injuries. Prompt emer-
gency response teams swiftly
transferred the wounded to Indus
Hospital Gwadar for immediate
medical attention.

In a brazen act of violence,
unknown perpetrators launched
a grenade attack on a garage in
the strategic port city of Gwadar.

The incident occurred at the
Royal Resort Syed Hashmi Av-
enue, sending shockwaves
through the community. Among
those affected, three individuals
suffered injuries as a result of the

Injured In Gwadar

From Our Correspondent:

explosion.

Medical Profession-
als Tirelessly Work-
ing To Treat Injured

The injured victims were ex-
peditiously transported to Indus
Hospital Gwadar, where medical
professionals are tirelessly work-
ing to provide them with the nec-
essary care and treatment.

The severity of their injuries
remains undisclosed at this time.

Local law enforcement agen-
cies have cordoned off the af-
fected area, initiating an investi-
gation to identify and apprehend
the culprits behind this alarming
assault. Authorities are urging the
public to remain vigilant and re-
port any suspicious activity that
may aid in the ongoing investiga-
tion,

Police Conduct Raid At The Residence Of
Qasim Suri In Quetta

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In arecent devel-
opment, police conducted a raid
at the residence of Qasim Suri,
former deputy speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly (NA), in the
Hanna Urak area of Quetta. The
raid was carried out after an Anti-
Terrorist Court (ATC) issued non-
bailable arrest warrants for Suri, a
central leader of the Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) and former
deputy speaker of the NA.

Suri Was Not
Present At His Resi-
dence

According to police sources,
Suri was not present at his resi-
dence during the raid, which took
placeas a consequence of his fail-
ure to appear before the court. A
senior police officer, speaking on
condition of anonymity, dis-
closed that Qasim Suri is wanted
in connection with two cases re-
lated to events on May 9 in
Quetta.

Ali Hassan Advocate, the le-
gal counsel for Qasim Suri, sub-
mitted a bail application to the
Balochistan High Court (BHC).
However, the court rejected the
application, signaling a legal set-
back for the PTI leader.

Police Reluctant To
Provide Details:
Claims Suri’s Counsel

“Police have been reluctant
to provide complete details about
the cases registered against

Qasim Suri,” expressed Ali Hassan

Bugti, the advocate, during a

press conference in Quetta on Fri-
day

Y-

The legal proceedings took a
noteworthy turn during the hear-
ing of the petition on behalf of
Qasim Suri. Mr. Justice Kamran

phasized that statements from the
Advocate General and Prosecu-
tor General of Balochistan pointed
to criminal cases registered
against the petitioner.

The court observed an at-
tempt to distort facts, with the
petitioner purportedly using the

Malakhail, the High
Court (BHC) Judge, remarked that
both the petitioner and his coun-
sel had failed to capitalize on the
opportunity provided by the
court, underscoring their appar-
ent lack of a robust defense.
Justice Malakhail further em-

pretext of an election
without surrendering before any
court

Judge Ordered An
Inquiry Against
Suri’s Counsel

In response to these develop-
ments, Justice Muhammad
Kamran Khan Malakhil, address-
ing the legal petition filed by
Muhammad Qasim Khan Suri
against the Ministry of Interior,

Government of Pakistan, di-
rected the initiation of an inquiry
against Qasim Khan Suri’s lawyer,
Muhammad Imran Alvi.

The unfolding events under-
score a complex legal battle for
Qasim Suri, raising questions
about the nature of the cases
against him and the strategies
employed in his defense.

Faryal Talpur Calls 10 PPP Women
Leaders from Balochistan to Ad-

dress Grievances
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The dlagrunl]ed
women leaders of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) in
Balochistan have been called to
Karachi to address grievances
related to the allocation of tick-
ets for reserved seats for
women. Rozi Khan Kakar, the
Provincial General Secretary of
the PPP, stated that women lead-
ers in Balochistan staged a two-
day protest in Quetta, express-
ing dissatisfaction with the dis-
tribution of tickets for specific
seats in the National and Pro-

vincial Assembly.

FaryalTalpur the President
of the Women’s Wing of the
PPP, has taken notice of the
concerns and summoned 10
women leaders from Balochistan
to Karachi for a comprehensive
meeting aimed at addressing
their issues. A dedicated session
with Talpur has been scheduled,
during which the concerns
raised by the women leaders
from the province will be care-
fully listened to and deliberated
upon.

Former MQM members Raza Haroon, Anees Advocate join PPP following
meeting with Asif Zardari

Karachi: Former MQM
and Pak Sarzameen Party
leaders Raza Haroon and
Anees Advocate joined the
PPP on Friday after meeting
party chief Asif Zardari in
Karachi ahead of the Feb 8
general elections.

In a post on X, the PPP
media cell said both the ex-
MQM members — as well as
their associates — were wel-
comed by the PPP co-chair-
man following discussions on
various issues plaguing Sindh.

The party said that the de-
velopment and prosperity of
Karachi in a peaceful and rec-
onciliatory environment also
came under discussion under
the “Charter of Karachi”.

Zardari said the latest in-  ing effects on the future of the pany of the people of
ductions would have far-reach- - city, adding that “the PPPisa Karachi.”

“We will work with the
people of Karachi to restore

stolen by the enemies of peace
and the merchants of hatred,”
he said.

Zardari claimed that the
PPP will come into power in
the federal government
through the votes of the people
of Karachi.

He also shared his desire
to turn Karachi into Dubai:
“We want investments to come
to Karachi from all over the
world and Karachi to become
an economic hub on the lines
of Dubai, which will not only
give Pakistan rather, due to its
important geographical posi-
tion, investors fromall over the
world could also benefit from
the city.”

According to the pictures
posted by the PPP media cell,
former federal minister Dr

Asim Hussain was also part of
the meeting.

With general elections
around the comer, aspiring can-
didates are repositioning them-
selves and parties are induct-
ing new members.

A day earlier, disgruntled
Awami National Party leader
and former caretaker minister
Adnan Jalil said he was set to
join the PPP.

Jalil, who is the son of se-

nior ANP leader the late Haji
Mohammad Adeel, had met
Zardari in Islamabad early last
week.
On Dec 3, PPP central in-
formation secretary Faisal
Karim Kundi had also invited
PTI provincial president Ali
Amin Gandapur to join the
PPP.
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By Zafar Mirza:
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. . sectoral action to ad- workers, s, s,
Wisdom and Vision: Shaping |otuineonescpages aress the detcrminants public dispensaries, out
. ’ . about the importance of ~ of health that fall outside ~ patient departments of
Balochistan’s Future in the [primary healthcare. the health sector. tehsil, district and ter-
. Strengthening PHC is PHCisthe lynchpin tiary level hospitals.
2024 Elections the only way to address  of Universal Health Cov- When they do not get
. our abysmal and many erage, as according to ~satisfactory carcat lower
Editos deteriorating vital health  the WHO, the majority of levels then they flood
As the political landscape of Balochistan gears up for the upcoming general indicators related to fam-  essential interventions  the OPDs of big hospi-
elections on February 8, 2024, the province finds itself at a crucial juncture, | ily planning, maternal - (90 percent) forUHC can  tals. In the private sec-
facingmultifaceted challenges that demand careful consideration and thoughtful | and child health, com- be delivered using the tor, they go to homeo-
decision-making from its residents. The list of candidates vying for leadership | Municable and non- PHC approach. Ourpoor ~ paths, hakeems, faith
reflects the diverse voices and aspirations of the people, and voters must make | communicable discases, health indicators are a  healers, GPs and OPDs
wise and informed choices for the betterment of the province and the nation, | and mental health. Read-  result of the lack of seri-  of private hospitals.
Maulana Fazal ur Rehman’s decision to contest the elections in NA-265 | €S are invited to read  ous policy attention to Six eritical steps
comes at a time when the political dynamics in Dera Ismail Khan are undergo- | MY article ‘Dubious dis- - PHC. Ourstate spending - that must be taken to
ing significant changes, with the Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI) gaining mo- | tinctions published on  on health is among the  strengthen quality PHC
mentum, The pressures and challenges in his home city have compelled the | these pages on Jan 13, lowestin theregion, and ~ at the national level in-
Chiefof Jamiatul Ulema e Islam (JUI) tosstep into the political arena, presenting | 2023, to understand the - whatever we spend, - clude the following:
a unique opportunity for voters to evaluate his vision for addressing the is- | tragic depth of the pub- around 70pc goeson big ~ First and foremost,
sues faced by the region. lic health crises we are hospitals. Tertiary-level - we need to start educat-
“Akhtar Mengal, Mehmood Achakzai, Dr. Malik Baloch, Jam Kamal, Nawab | in. By not addressing hospitals are actually — ing and training our doc-
Aslam Raisani Contesting Elections these issues effectively treating, at a very high  tors and other health pro-
Balochistan, with its vast and diverse population, is home to leaders with | We are endangering our - cost, what we fail to pre-  fessionals about PHC. In
distinct political affiliations. Mehmood Khan Achakzai of Pakhtunkhwa Milli | future. Hence it is as  ventat the PHC level. We - the case of doctors, un-
Awami Party (PKMAP), Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal of Balochistan National | much anationalsecurity are not educating or  dergraduate curriculum
Party (BNP), Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch of National Party (NP), former Chief Min- | issue as any traditional - training our doctors and  reform is the need of the
isters, Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani, Jam Kamal Khan, Nawab Sanaullah | nationalsecurity consid- - other health profession-  hour. Family medicine
Zehri, Sardar Saleh Bhootani, Khushal Khan Kakar of Pakhtunkhwa National | €ration als to serve at the PHC  should be given due im-
Awami Party (PNAP), and Maulana Muhammad Khan Sherani of Jamiat ul Generally, people level nor we are provid- - portance and properly
Ulema e Islam Pakistan are among the prominent figures contesting in this | have adifferentand con- - ing enough incentives to  taught to students. Our
crucial election. fused understanding of - them. An average medi- ~graduates should have a
The province, however, grapples with persistent challenges, ranging from | PHC and/orprimary care. - cal graduate is never ex-  Bachelor’s degree in
backwardness and a sense of deprivation to issues related to education, health, | According to the World  posed to PHC settings. medicine, surgery and
and the impending threat of climate change. The candidates must not only | Health Organisation  Asasociety withan lit-  family medicine. Their

Hticulate their plags for tackling th < but also demonstrate a commit. | (WHO), PHC is an ap- ist mindset, we have ac- hands-on training should
om0 fostering umity and colTaboration 1o g proach that combines cepted PHC to mean  take place in PHC facili-

os three components. The ~poor healthcare for poor  tics and community out-
and a sense of deprivation have long plagued Balochistan, | first and central compo- - people. reach programmes.

hindering its progress and development. The elected leaders must prioritize | Nent consists of primary Around 70pc of Second, all licensed
inclusive policies that bridge the gaps between urban and rural arcas, ensuring | €are; thatis, first-contact - consultations ~ and medical and dentist col-
equitable distribution of resources and opportunities. accessibility, without around 60pe of out-of- leges i Pakistan must

Education and health are fundamental pillars of societal any discri o pocket ¢ cs are  establish PHC facilities
The candidates should present comprehensive plans for improving the “educa- | high-quality Pfeveﬂma made in the private of theirown oradopt ex-
tion system, ensuring access to quality health and the spe- motive, curative, re- health sector. For most, isting ones, in addition to
cific needs of Balochistan’s diverse population. habilitative and pallia- these are catastrophic — their tertiary-level teach-

Looming Threat Of Climate Change Poses A Si Threat To The | tive hca]lh services and and lmpovcnshmg ex- ing hospitals. These
Province ceof essential Hence, any  teaching PHC facilitics

Furthermore, the looming threat of climate change poses a significant | public health functions, discussion  about  should not only act as
challenge to the province. Leaders must advocate for sustainable policies that | Whicharedeliveredinan ~ strengthening PHC in - PHC training facilities
protect the support local and mitigate the adverse integrated, comprehen-  Pakistan has to include but also set standards of
Sfffects of climate change on agriculture and livelihoods. sive and continued man-  the private sector. good practice and under-

In this critical moment, voters hold the power to shape the future of | n¢r. The second consists Where do poor fakeresearch. Itis crucial
Balochistan and contribute to the progress of Pakistan as a whole. Itis incum- | f the full participation people get healthcare in - to link medical education
bent upon them to carcfully evaluate the candidates” platforms, assess their | Of people in  their terms ofthe firstpoint of and training to rea
commitment to addressing the pressing issues, and choose leaders who can | healthcare. contactin the public sec- _healtheare needs on the

ground by emphasising
preventive and promo-
tive health services. The
recent PMDC decision
to “play an active role in
strengthening PHC in
the country” is a long-
awaited step in the right
direction.

Third, each PHC fa-
cility should havea com-
munity outreach
programme for a defined
population for health
education, prevention
and promotion, includ-
ing family planning sup-
port, with the help of
community health work-

Fourth, a well-
thought-out incentive
package, in cash and
kind, should be devel-
oped for those serving
in PHC facilities for a pre-
scribed period of time.

Fifth, the Schat
Sahulat Programme now
needs to be extended to
GPs and not-for-profit
healthcare providers at
the PHC level in the
country on a capitation
basis. Certain minimal
essential criteria will
haveto be developed for
their empanelment. This
is not only the best way
to regulate private medi-
cal practice but also to
ensure the implementa-
tion of minimum quality
standards of practice
through meticulous
monitoring.

Sixth, digitisation of
all health information
and electronic medical
records is a must to en-
sure the continuity of
care with the benefit of
hindsight, referrals and
counter-referrals be-
tween different levels of
healthcare and research.

Essential health

Strengthening quality PHC

service  packages
aligned with the burden
of disease, telemedicine,
arobust supply chain for
essential medicines,
vaccines and medical
devices, diagnostics,
and the supply of
consumables, continu-
ous training of staff, the
appointment of a facility
‘manager for each PHC
centre and continued
‘monitoring for quality are
all critical elements of
well- funcuonmg PHC.

Imagine if all the
above-mentioned six
macro developments
took place simulta-
neously and all elements
were in place. We would
be creating aquality ‘Na-
tional Health Service” in
Pakistan, with full par-
ticipation of the public
and private sectors and
quality PHC linked to the
higher  levels  of
healthcare, with a well-
educated and trained
health workforce, and
with financial protcction
for those who cannot
pay and other vulnerable
people. This would be
solid advancement to-
wards UHC in Pakistan.

If we are genuinely
concerned about the
healthcare of the people
of Pakistan then we need
aparadigm shift on three
fundamental issues:
poor health indicators of
Pakistan can never be
changed through big
hospitals; PHC does not
and should not mean
poor healthcare for poor
people; and no national-
level health reform is
possible without the ef-
fective engagement of
the private health sector,
including the not-for-
profit sector.

navigate the complexities of governance with vision and inte;
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The forthcoming elections prov ide an opportunity for Balochistan to rise
ot fortheomin dections provide ancpporuniy i bbsn o e | e apalism and local
its people. By making a wise dc ion at the ballot box, voters can contribute to
building a sironger, more prosperous Balochistan that stands resilient in the | By Sara Malkani:
face of challenges, united in its pursuit of progress and

T HERE isa feari sist over the extent to the federation? To an-
I he N‘ ’TA 0 tlon jsafearinsome \hich the 18th Amend-  swer this question, we
quarters thatattempts to - ment grants local govem-  should look to the con-

strengthen local govern- ments the right o take  stitutional history of Pa-

By Naeem Sadiq: ment constitute a ‘roll- independent decisions kistan to identify the
—_ back’of the 18th Amend-  untrammelled by a cen-  sub-units with a distinct
TOrun shortofdollars  Challenges previous tenures, nor is | ment provisions expand- - tral or provincialauthor- political identity that

Second, noneofour it a part of their future | ing provincial au- ity. have come together to
is bad. To run out of current contestants agenda. Pakistan is |tonomy. s was ex- These differences form the federation.
ideas is worse. Pakistan have ever had the wis- doomed without urgent | pressed in a statement stem in partduetoa con- One belief, sup-
could have explored nu-  dom or integrity to ac- population management | on Dec 4 by the PPP’s ceptual confusion re- ported inmy view by his-
merous ideas of improv-  cept responsibility for measures and the current | Senator Raza Rabbani, - garding the meaning of  torical and political reali-
ing the quality of its fu- their failures. Blaming ~contestants with their or- | who said that the pur- federalism, one that is ties, is that it is the pro-
ture leaders. Providing and scapegoating previ- - thodox beliefs and short- [ pose  behind  such  very common in political vincial sub-units that
the ‘none of the above’  ous governments, other  sightedness will only ac- [ moves “is to make pro- discourse across Paki- constitute Pakistan’s
voting option could be parties or institutions, celerate this disaster. vincial governments re- stan. US political scien- federation. Provincial
one such progressive they appear to have Fifth, it will be ca- [ dundant”. On the other tists Malcolm Feely and ~autonomy was a signifi-
step. This article willex- learnt nothing from the lamitous to electthe same | hand, PML-N’s Ahsan Edward Rubin define cant political priority for
plain why citizens ought  past. Never once have leaders whose policies | Igbal has said that federalism asa compro- the framers of the 1973
to have been given the we heard a leader stand and lack of concern have | strengthening local gov- mise between different Constitution in the wake
NOTA option forthe next  up and admit, ‘I failed, I led over 28 million chil- [ ernment is the ultimate political units, each with ~ of the violent dismem-
elections. apologise, I quit’. dren to drop out of| goal of the devolution distinct political identi- berment of the country
The current leaders of Third, we must be school. process. According to ties, to come together in 1971 due to discon-
the three main political - wary ofleaders who only They have no ideas [ Ahsan Iqbal, the “spirit under a larger unit while tents of the largest po-
parties suffer from eight believe in ‘management about how to provide | ofthe 18th Amendment”  retainingautonomy over litical sub-unit (East Pa-
critical shortcomings by personal loyalties’ or - decentschools to all chil- | requires that power be  specific domains of gov-  kistan).
that should mak t by ap- dren,how toreform exist- [ taken down furtherto the = ernance. Each provincial unit
rethink their options. peasement of a selected  ing schools or how to | grassroots*. What is the ratio- in present-day Pakistan
First, the existing contes-  few’, instead of manage- enhance skills, learning Why do the two nale behind federalism? also has claim to a dis-
tants continue to carry ment by building insti- agility, work ethic, and | parties express such dif- It is an arrangement that tinct political identity
thelegacy of an obsolete  tutions. creativity in education. | ferent understandings of ~allows groups with dif- based on the ethnic and
past. Massively raising Why must we vote for | the principle of federal- ~ferent political identities, - linguistic majorities re-
They have notbeen the salary and perks of leaders who will neither | ism believed to be en- and relatedly, different ~siding in the province.
able to liberate them-  senior government offi-  slow down the pace of [ capsulated in the 18th political goals and priori- Under this view,
selves from orthodox  cials and doling out bil- 17,435 new babies arriv- | Amendment? ties, to come together provinces may assign
ideas, personal animosi- lions as discretionary  ing every day nor enable The 18th Amend- underacentral authority ~decision-making power
ties, narrow worldviews, funds are just two ex- decent schooling for the | mentexpanded therange while retaining exclusive to local bodies over
umrah at state expense amples of this bribe- onesalready there? Sixth, [ of domains over which control over some somedomains,but prov-
anda lifetime of scientific laden governance style. why must one vote for [ provinces have exclu- spheres. These sub- inces willretain the right
illiteracy. Fourth, it would be leaders who have done | sive decision-making units claim a certain de- to override decisions of
They still live in a suicidal for Pakistan to nothing to mitigate the [ powers. The 18th gree of autonomy local gmcmmcms It
world of affidavits, pho- havea future leaderwho  plight of thousands of | Amendment also in- against the central au- provinces
tocopies, and Grade 17 has no clue about the sanitation workers (some | serted Article 140-A in thority as a matter of recognised as the sub-
attestations. They do total fertility rate or any 20pc of them children) [ the Constitution which  right. units constituting the
not have the tools, sci- other statistics regard- who sweep the streets of | requires that provincial InPakistan’s consti- ~ federation with a claim to
entific skills or rational-  ing our runaway popu- Karachi forRs15,000 per | govemnments ‘devolve’  tutional framework, what ~ limited autonomy as a
ity to navigate the lation. Noexisting leader month, against a mini- | powers to local govem- are the autonomous matter of right, they will
nation’s complex future has tackled this issue in mum wageof Rs32,000? ! ments. Differences per- sub-units that constitute not be subject to any re-

governments

quirement from a central
authority that they relin-
quish powers to another
unit within their territo-
rial domain.

Another competing
view is that local govern-
ments should be deemed
the autonomous sub-
units with overriding
powers in some spheres.
To assess this claim
against the definition of
federalism proposed
here, we would have to
ask whetherlocal bodies
constitute distinct politi-
calidentities with a claim
to autonomy against the
central and provincial
authority.

Local bodies in Pa-
kistan — cities, towns,
villages, etc — do not
typically claim a distinct
political identity. Rather
the political identity of
these local bodies is, in
general, subsumed by
the identity of the prov-
ince in which they are
located.

Inlight of the nature
of federalism in Pakistan,
Article 140-A of the
Constitution should be
interpreted in a way that
retains the autonomous
power of the provinces
and gives them power to
override decisions of the
local government.

This is not, how-
ever, how the Supreme
Court interpreted Article
140-A in its judgement of
2022 where it held that
provincial governments

cannot take away pow-
ers of the local govern-
‘ment by “executive fiat”.
The Supreme Court de-
clared that provisions in
the Sindh Local Govern-
ment Act 0f 2013 allow-
ing the provincial gov-
emment to “take over the
managementand control
of any institution or ser-
vice” maintained by a
local body contravene
Atticle 140-A ofthe Con-
stitution.

There is a strong
case to be made that this
interpretation of local
government powers
goes against the ratio-
nale behind federalism in
Pakistan, which is to
recognise the autonomy
of provinces to run many
of their own affairs and
to override the decisions
of both the central au-
thority and any local
government authority
within their territorial
control.

The nature of feder-
alism, given the history
of the country and its
constitutional frame-
work, runs contrary to
claims by some political
constituencies that au-
tonomous local govern-
ments embody the true
spiritofthe 18th Amend-
ment.

Interestingly, argu-
ments advanced most
often in support of local
government autonomy
do not, in fact, rely on
federalist principles.

Why the silence?

RECENTLY, at a his. dren: they are discour- The government's deci- education system. All - dence. Lexperienced this ~dards in education. In-
batahis- aoed from asking ques- sion to make English this is shaping social at- a fortnight ago when in- stead, I decided to have
tory conference on aca- tionsand arenot permit- compulsory for all titudes. English is vited by the Urban Re- adiscourse based on the
demic freedom held at ted to speak up before schoolchildren and also ‘good’. Urdu (orany lo- source Centre to distrib- participants’ own school
SZABIST, asession was their elders. Another allow its use as the me- cal language) is ‘bad’.  ute certificates to some experiences. Each of
devoted to analysing the panellist blamed the dium of instruction in pri- Those who study in  students who had com- them gave an identical
culture of silence that teachers for failing to vate schools has created ‘English-medium pleted the 18th Commu- account of their school
has come to prevail in create interest in the stu-  adichotomy. Worseis the  schools” are good and nity Architect Training education. They had all
our academia. It was at-  dents in what was being  recent — not publicly get jobs. Those who go Course. This is a valu- studied in a school that
tributed to the penchant  taught in the classroom. announced — move of toaschool thatdoes not able service the URC  claimed to be ‘English
of the powers that be to  As a result, the students  the Sindh government to  claim to use English as renders to communities medium’. The teachers
clamp down on the free had no desire to acquire  introduce English as the the medium of instruc- by training young men spoke in Urdu but the
expression of opinion by~ knowledge. medium of instruction in  tion are scum of the and women to map their students had to read,
scholars who want to Unfmmnatc]y, no all public-sector schools earth, worthy of dwellings and improve writeand learn from text-
expose the unpleasant one spoke of the self- in Karachi’s District marginalisation. Is it ventilation and sanita- books that were in En-
truths of our history. If imposed culture of si- South. then surprising that all tion, while arranging glish. After they had in-
they choose to defy cen- lence created by the These unwise poli- are now chasing English  their visits to various lo- troduced themselves
sorship guidelines, the government’s language ~cies are destroying edu- for their survival and, calities where they meet  they fell silent.
consequences can be policy in the education ~cation in Pakistan while - paradoxically, self-de- ~the denizens of the real They appeared
dire for them. system. There is over- creating fissures in our struction? Pakistan. Nearly 292 smart but no one ques-
It was also pointed emphasis on the use of ~already class-ridden so- How does this phe-  people have been tioned this hybrid style
out correctly the English language, ciety. Inequality and in- nomenon create a cul- trained so far. of pedagogy that is ac-
speaker that traditionally ~ despite the teachers’ justice are on the rise ture of silence? It robs I'was asked to give cepted by all concerned
our society silences chil- lack of proficiency in it. driven by a fractured the youth of their confi- alecture ondouble stan- with education in Paki-

By Zubeida Mustafa:

®

stan.
This bizarre peda-
gogy produces tragic
results. The children do
not learn English. Nei-
ther do they learn the
subjects they are taught
in it. Yet it is foolishly
believed that a dual pur-
pose is served.

This absurd peda-
gogy, a post-colonial
product, has five results.
1) It does not teacha stu-
dent how to express his
own thoughts in any
language. 2) The child
resorts to rote learning.
3) The conce-p--is are
not clear--ly understood
by the child. 4) In the
process, the children
forget their own lan-
guage and 5) they are

dumbed.

When they see chil-
dren from elite schools
speaking “fur fur in En-
glish” (the dream of a
child from Lyari in
Karachi, herself strug-
gling with the language),
they internalise the loss
of self-esteem they suf-

<4

A few days later, T
telephoned a number of
these certificate holders
to ask them why they
didn’t speak up when I
had wanted them to. It
was then — after they
had listened to my talk
— that they became vo-
cal. One said that the si-
lence I witnessed was a
normal pattern at such
events.
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Contract Base Smartphones Policy’ being
introduced from Jan 15: Minister

ISLAMABAD (INP): gesting measures such sions to revamp IT manpower in industrial
Caretaker Minister for as blocking mobile education in universi- sector.

IT and Telecommuni- phones and, poten- ties in collaboration He also high-
cation, Dr Umar Saif tially, national identity with HEC, the Na- lighted the importance
on Friday said thatthe ~ cards of defaulters. ~  tional Computmg Ac- ofaligning educational
ministry in coordina- Dr Umar Saif Council, the ith indus-
tion with stakeholders said that under this Examination Testing try requirements and
telecom companies policy, telecom com- Council, the Pakistan facilitating industry-
was going to launch panies will have the Software Export specific training man-

“Contract based smart  opportunity to dlreclly Board, and the Paki- power.
phone policy’ from offer smartphones to stan Software Houses ~ Minister o
January 15, 2024 to customers through in-  Association. asked the universities

facilitate the people stallment  plans, He said further to take rapid action to
traveling to other therebyexpandingthe explainedtheprogram start new quality
countries in gettinglat- benefits of mobile that countrywide stu- courses in entrepre-
est model phones on broadband, especially dents around 20 to neurship and exports
easy installments, among low-income 25,000 who will pass for students which
which will benefit segments in Pakistan. thetest will be offered would help boost
economy. To a question, he job opportunities economy of the coun-
Ininteraction with announced that the IT through the Industry  try.

a private news chan- ministry was also in- Placement Program. To another query,
nel, the minister said troducing a ‘Standard- Dr Umar Saif hereplied that we have
that our aim to incen- ized Quality measure- said that we will allo- planned to make expo-
tive responsible finan- ment Tests” from cate funds to support nential growth in IT
cial behavior and en- January 7 to 10, special industry sector as it is neces-
sure that smart phone across universities in courses in universities, sary for us to bring pro-
accessibility continues Pakistan to ensure job designed to prepare ductivity revolution
to expand, adding, we opponuniues for fresh students for current in our economy by us-
need a robust m aduate industry trends and ing Information and
nism to protect inves- Ml a needs, we aim to in- Communications
tors from defaults, sug- crease our trained Technology.

ISLAMABAD: Member Provincial Assembly and Chairman GB Reforms Committee Amajad Huss ain
[Adv calls on to CM GB Haji Gul Bar Khan athis Office.

NYC protesters for Gaza ceasefire
hold mock funeral

NEW YORK (INP): York's Midtown dis- almost 10,000 children, tober 7 attack, which
Hundreds of pro-Pal- trict. justchildren alone, not left about 1,140 people
estinian protesters took Several women counting everybody, dead, mostly civilians.
to the streets of New  shroudedin black held - not countingall Pales- Israel's relentless
York on Thursday, babydolls swaddledin tinians, have been aerial bombardment
staging amock funeral  white cloths to repre- kill aid and ground invasion
in a demonstration sent the toll the fight- have killed at least

against Israel's contin-  ing has taken on chil-  64. 21,320 people, mostly
ued heavy bombard- dren in the coastal ter- The war, which women and children,
ment of the besieged ritory. started with Hamas's according to Hamas-
Gaza strip. The mock funeral October 7 attack on run Gaza's health min-

Holding banners procession headed to Israel, has devastated istry.

demandingan immedi- New York's iconic much of northern New York City has
ate ceasefire, the ac- Times Square where Gaza, and the bom- seen dozens of pro-
tivists gathered in the protest continued bardmentand fighting tests since the October
Manbhattan's. with giant electronic has intensified espe- 7 attack and Israel's

Bryant Park advertisements as a cially in the southern military response, with
while some briefly backdrop. city of Khan Yunis. both pro-Palestinian
stood in the middle of "Today's action is Israel has vowed and pro-Israel demon-
the busy SixthAvenue to draw attention to to destroy Hamas in strators taking to the
in the heart of New the fact that, asofnow, retaliation for the Oc- streets.

First Hindu woman to contest polls
from Buner

BUNER (INP): In a former minister Sardar past 35 years. contest the polls.
first, a woman from Hussain Babak, ex- Upbeat over the Running her cam-
the Hindu community minister Riaz Khan, response of the local paign as an indepen-
in Pakistan, is set to Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam people, Dr Saveera dent candidate, Sobia
contest the upcoming  (F) leaderand ex-law- Parkash said that she expressed her heartfelt
general elections in maker Mufti Fazal hadnotexpected such desireto champion the
h e Ghafoor and others as  an overwhelming re- rights ~ of  the
Pakhtunkhwds Buner they contend for PK- sponse. “Even the transgender commu-
district after success- 25 in the polls slated leaders and supporters nity, women, and chil-
fully passing scrutiny for February 8,2024.  ofthe religious parties dren if she secured
of her documents. Dr Parkash com- appreciated my deci- victory in the elections.
Saveera pleted her MBBS sion to contest the Sobia said she is
Parkash will contest from the Abbottabad election,” she added. ~ determined to be an
elections in the PK-25  International Medical Several minority advocate for
constituency of the Collegein2022andis familieshavebeen liv- transgenders’ rights,
KP Assembly. also the general secre- ing in Buner district challenging societal
She has also filed tary of the Pakistan and some male mem- perceptions that un-
nomination papers for Peoples Party (PPP) bers of the community ~dermine their potential
the national and pro- women’s wing in contested clections in contributions to the
vincial assemblies’ re- Buner. Her father Dr the past. Transperson welfare of society.

-

served seats. Om Parkash, who re- files nomination pa- Her election cam-
She will face cently retired, has pers from KP's PK-81 paign strategy includes
Awami National Party been an active mem- Similarly, a an extensive door-to-

(ANP) leader and berofthe party forthe transgender person, door outreach in the
Sobia Khan, from KP ~ constituency, aiming to
filed nomination pa- gamer support notonly
pers for the provincial from men but also
assembly seat from from women in the
constituency PK-81 to  area
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KARACHI: Muttahida Quami Movement Pakistan (MQM-P) party leader Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui (L)
gestures next to Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) president and former Prime Minister|
Shehbaz Sharif (C) as he speaks to journalists.

CM Mohsin Naqvi reviews upgradation

work of 3 hospitals in Lahore

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Chicf Minister Mohsin
Naqvi reviewed the
upgradation work of
Punjab Institute of Car-

diology

(PIC),

Children's Hospital and
General  Hospital,
Lahore during his 3-
hour visit to these hos-

pitals
night.

late Thursday

Chief Minister in-
structed the authorities
concerned to install
new tiles on the floor of
the main corridor of the
Children's Hospital. On
the occasion, he also
asked Infrastructure
Development Authority
Punjab to present him
design of new counters
within 24 hours. Naqvi
took notice of slow

progress in upgradation
of General Hospital.
The work of installing
new tiles and making
new counters should
be completed in 10
days, Mohsin Nagvi
stressed.

During the visit,
Nagvi came to the bed
of the 12-year child,
Muhammad Ahmad,
under treatment at
Children’s Hospital,
shook hands with the
child, loved him and in-
quired about his con-
dition. “He is a big fan
of you (CM)”, the
mother of the child said
in her conversation
with the CM. Mohsin
Naqui inquired about
the child’s treatment
and directed doctors to

provide him the best
treatment facilities. On
the occasion, the CM
also inquired about the
health of other under
treatment children.

Mohsin Naqvi also
shook hands with the
workers working on
different floors and in-
spected the ongoing
construction activities
at Punjab Institute of
Cardiology. During his
visit to one of the hos-
pitals, he directed the
authorities concerned
to arrange proper sit-
ting arrangement for
the relatives of the pa-
tients.

He also reviewed
the ongoing construc-
tion activities at the
PIC. Taking notice of

the slow pace of work
on the project, Mohsin
Naqvi also witnessed
the ongoing
upgradation work on
the four floors of the
General Hospital. He
took notice of the slow
pace of work on the
project and directed to
expedite the pace of
work on the second,
third and fourth floor.
Nagqvialso instructed to
take all necessary steps
to make the hospital in-
fection-free.

Secretary Con-
struction and Commu-
nications and Secretary
Health briefed the CM
regarding the
upgradation work at the
hospitals on the occa-
sion.

Two Russians get prison terms for poetry

against Ukraine campaign

MOSCOW (INP): A
Moscow court on
Thursday sentenced
two men to several
years in prison for tak-
ingpart in the recital of
verses against the
Ukraine campaign
during an anti-
mobilisation protest
last year.

Artyom
Kamardin, 33, received
a seven-year sentence
for reciting a poem,
and Yegor Shtovba, 23,

was sentenced to five
and a half years for
attending the protest.

The two were
seen behind a glass
partition in a heavily-

guarded courtroom.

Just before his
sentencing, a smiling
Kamardin recited a
poem that refers to
poetry as "gut-
wrenching" and often
disliked by "people ac-
customed to order”.

After the sen-
tence was read out,
there were cries of
"Shame!" from sup-
porters in the court-
room, some of whom
were later detained by
police outside the court
building.

Russian authori-
ties have detained
thousands for simple
acts of protest against

arehandin;
ing false reporting during the election.

the offensive in
Ukraine, with criticism
effectively outlawed.

Kamardin  has
claimed that during his
detention he was
raped by police offic-
ers and forced to film
an apology video as
officers threatened his
partner.

On the eve of his
arrest in September
2022, he had recited
his poem "Kill me, mi-
litia man!" on a Mos-
cow square where dis-
sidents have been
gathering since the
Soviet era.

Kamardin also
shouted offensive slo-

Women "2
National Endo
Commonwealtf!

QU ETTA The caretaker pmvmclal interior minister Captain (R) Muhammad Zubair Jamali and

to the participants of the five-day training session regard-

gans against the impe-
rial "New Russia"
project aiming to an-
nex the south of
Ukraine.

Both were con-
victed of "inciting ha-
tred" and "calling for
activities threatening
state security".

Kamardin told the
court he did not know
his actions broke the
law and asked for
mercy.

"l am not a hero,
and goingto prison for
my beliefs was never
inmy plans," he said in
a statement, posted on
his supporters' Tele-
gram channel.
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ECC asks NPMC for constant coordination
with provinces to stabilize prices

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Economic Coordination Com-
mittee (ECC) has directed the
National Price Monitoring
Committee (NPMC) to con-
tinue consistent coordination
with the provinces to take mea-
sures for ensuring stability in
prices and to check hoarding
and profiteering.

The directives were issued
during the ECC meeting held
in Islamabad on nddy with
Finance in
Shamshad Akhtar in the chair.

On the occasion, Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
briefed the meeting on the in-
flation situation and the latest

a summary of Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and Hu-
man Resource Development
for approval of Budget of Em-
ployee Old Age Institution.

The forum appreciated
EOBI for its good perfor-
mance and directed to strictly
follow the budget calendar and
prepare a long term plan to
clear the two trillion rupees li-
abilities of pension dues. The
forum approved the proposed
budget of the organisation.

The summary for approval
of TAPI project as Qualified
Investment Incentive Package
was discussed at length.

The forum observed that
it is a much-needed project
and should be launched with-
out dle

A summary of Power Di-
vision for approval of the Prin-
ciples for settlement of capac-
ity deduction issues of imported
coal based projects and sub-
sequent execution of side
agreement with Port Qasim
Electric Power Company was
also discussed.

After detailed discussion,
ECC approved settlement of
the issue with PQEPCL as pro-
posed by the Power Division.

A meeting of Cabinet
Committee on State Owned
Enterprises was also held to-
day which gave the approval
of publication of consolidated
report of the State-Owned
Enterprises for Fiscal year
2019-2020, 2020-2021 and
2021-2022.

inisterial Committee on AJ&K being chaired by Lt Gen Anwar Ali Hyder
[HI(M) (Retd), Federal Minister for Defence Production. Co-chiared by Prime Minister of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir Chaudhry Anwarul Haq at Ministry of Defence.

Xi presents systematic review of historic achiev

ments of major-country diplomacy

BEIJING (INP): President Xi
Jinping presented a systematic
review of the historic achicve-
ments and valuable experience of
major-country diplomacy with
Chinese characteristics in the new
cra.

He also gave a profound ex-

position on the international en-
vironment and historical mission
of China's external work on the
new journey, and made compre-
hensive plans for China's external
work for the present and coming
periods.

He was presiding over the
Centralconference on work relat-
ing to foreign affairs held in
Beijing.

According to XINHUA, Xi
Jinping, general secretary of the
Central Committee ofthe Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC), Chinese
president and chairman of the
Central Military Commission, at-
tended the conference and deliv-
ered an important address.

Members of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Committee Li
Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning,
Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang and Li Xi,
and Vice President Han Zheng at-
tended the conference.

LiQiang emphasized the im-
portance of ensuring sound ex-
ternal work on the new journey
under the guidance of Xi Jinping
Thought on Diplomacy, and set
out requirements for studying
and implementing the guiding
principles of General Secretary Xi
Jinping's important address.

It was made clear at the con-
ference that since the 18th CPC
National Congress, historic
achievements have been secured
and historic changes have taken
place in China's external work on
the great journey of advancing the
cause of socialism with Chinese
characteristics in the new era.

First, we have established
and developed Xi Jinping
Thought on Diplomacy, opening
up new vistas in the theory and
practice of China's diplomacy and
providing the fundamental guide-

line for advancing major-country
diplomacy with Chinese charac-
teristics.

Second, we have showcased
distinct Chinese Lhﬂrd(,tcnsl s,

and choppy waters and overcome
various difficulties and challenges
in China's external work.

We have opened up new
prospects in major-country diplo-

style and ethos in our
and established the image of a
confident, self-reliant, open and
inclusive major country with a
global vision.

Third, we haveadvocated the
building of a community with a
shared future for mankind, point-
ing the right direction for human
society leading to common devel-
opment, lasting peace and secu-
rity, and mutual learning between
civilizations.

Fourth, we have followed the
strategic guidance of head-of-
state diplomacy, and played an in-
creasingly important and con-
structive role in international af-
fairs. Fifth, we have taken a holis-
tic approach to our relations with
all parties, with a view to foster-
ing major-country dynamics fea-
turing peaceful coexistence, over-
all stability and balanced devel-
opment. Sixth, we have expanded
a comprehensive strategic layout,
and formed a wide-ranging, high-
quality global network of partner-
ships. Seventh, we have ad-
vanced high-quality Belt and
Road cooperation, and estab-
lished the world's most broad-
based and largest platform for in-
ternational cooperation.

Eighth, we have worked to
both pursue development and
safeguard security, and effec-
tively upheld China's sovereignty,
security and development inter-
ests witha firm will and an indomi-
table fighting spirit.

Ninth, we have taken an ac-
tive part in global governance,
and shown the way in reforming
the international system and or-
der. Tenth, we have strengthened
the centralized, unified leadership
of the CPC Central Committee, and
brought about greater coordina-
tion in China's external work.

It was underlined at the con-
ference that in the decade of the
new era, we have seen high winds

‘macy with 3
and gained much more strategic
autonomy and initiative in our di-
plomacy.

China has become a respon-
sible major country with enhanced
international influence, stronger
capacity to steer new endeavors,
and greater moral appeal.

Itwas pointed out atthe con-
ference that a range of valuable
experience has been gained in the
new era of Chinese diplomacy. It
is imperative to uphold principles.

On major issues concerning
the future of humanity and the
direction of the world, we must
take a clearand firm position, hold
the international moral high
ground, and unite and rally the
overwhelming majority in our
world. It is imperative to shoul-
der China's responsibility as a
major country. We need to advo-
cate the spirit of independence,
champion peaceful development,
and promote global stability and
prosperity. It is imperative to ap-
ply systems thinking. With a cor-
rect understanding of history and
of the big picture, we must navi-
gate the prevailing trends, adopt
acoordinated approach, and seize
the initiative. It is imperative to
uphold fundamental principles
and break new ground. We need
to follow the fine tradition and
fundamental direction of China's
diplomacy, and at the same time
work progressively for innovation
in both theory and practice.

It is imperative to carry for-
ward our fighting spirit. We must
rejectall acts of power politics and
bullying, and vigorously defend
our national interests and dignity.
Itis imperative to leverage our in-
stitutional strengths. Under the
centralized, unified leadership of
the CPC Central Committee, all re-
gions and all departments must
coordinate with each other and
build strong synergy.

IKARACHI: Caretaker Federal Minister for Commerce and Industries & Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz
‘alled on with Caretaker Chief Minister Sindh Justice (Rtd) Magbool Bagar at CM House Karachi .|

aretaker Federal Minister for
Umar Saif chairing briefing at PTA headquarter.

HEC extends deadline for registration
till January 03, 2024

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Higher
Education Commission (HEC),
has extended the deadline, till
January 03,2024, for registration
in the Centralised Test being held
for Computer Science and IT
graduates — leading to apprentice-
ship in top IT companies of Paki-
stan.

The test date shall however
remain intacti.e. January 07,2024,
said a press release on Friday.

The students enrolled in the
7th semester of Computer Sci-
ence/IT related disciplines offered
in recognised public and private
sector universities and affiliated /
constituent colleges are encour-
aged to register through Virtual
University (VU) link https://
www.vu.edu.pk/GraduateTest/.

The decision to extend the
registration deadline was made in
a virtualmeeting of Vice Chancel-
lors/Rectors and Heads of Depart-
ments of Computer Science/IT of
all public and private sector HEIs

in order to ensure that maximum
number of eligible students regis-
ter themselves for the subject test
and avail this opportunity.

Chairman HEC advised the
universities, especially the IT and
Computer Science Departments,
to ensure that 7th semester stu-
dents register themselves and
participate in the test.

He emphasized the HEIs to
expedite nominating their focal
persons for smooth communica-
tion regarding all aspects of the
test being conducted. He stated
that the primary objective of this
initiative is to ensure that IT
graduates are equipped with the
necessary skills, knowledge, and
attributes to excel in the ever-
changing IT indus

He added that the test will
allow us to identify the academic
/ training gaps in fresh IT gradu-
ates, which may be addressed
through specialized modules /
apprenticeships or bootcamps to

be aligned with industry require-
ments.

HEC, in collaboration with
relevant stakeholders including
Ministry of ITand Telecommuni-
cations, National Computing Edu-
cation Accreditation Council
(NCEAC), Pakistan Software Ex-
port Board (PSEB), and Pakistan
IT Industry Association
(P@SHA), aim at bridging IT in-
dustry-academia gap and intro-
duce ways to improve the market
readiness of IT students.

Students qualifying the test
will be offered placement in IT
companies including top IT ex-
porters in Pakistan through
P@SHA to acquire hands-on ex-
perience on real-time projects.

The qualifying candidates
will also be considered for credit
hours exemption in 8th semester
against electives or mandatory
field experience. Spring 2024 will
be the first session for the indus-
try placement programme.

Shehbaz conveys Nawaz Sharif’s ‘impor-
message to MQM-P

tant’

KARACHI (INP): In a much-
anticipated meeting, the presi-
dent of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N),
Shehbaz Sharif, conveyed the

important’ message of Nawaz
Sharifto the Mutaihida Quami
Movement Pakistan (MQM-
P) leadership in Karachi on
Friday.

According to the details,
the PML-N president, Shehbaz
Sharif, along with other party
leaders reached the Markaz of
MQM-P in Bahadurabad,
Karachi. The MQM-P ]eader-
ship including Khalid Magbool,

Farooq Sattar, Mustafa Kamal,
Aminul Haque, and others wel-
comed the PML-N leaders in
Karachi.

The meeting was attended
by prominent leaders of both
political parties including
Mustafa Kamal, Dr. Farooq
Sattar, Aminul Haque, Nasreen
Jalil, Javed Hanif, Anees Qaim
Khani, and other provincial
committee members.

Sources claimed that the
former PM will also hold a
separate meeting with the Con-
vener, Deputy Conveners, and
Senior Deputy Conveners later

after this meeting.

During the meeting,
Shehbaz Sharif expressed that
the PML-N wants a good
working relationship with
MQM-P in the future, and
stated that both parties have to
work together in order to ‘fa-
cilitate’ the people of Karachi.

The political leader also
discussed the electoral alliance,
and seat adjustment under con-
sideration, while the leadership
ofboth parties also considered
the recommendations put for-
ward by the provincial commit-
tees.

[QUETTA: Provincial Caretaker Health Minister Dr. Amir Muhammad Khan Jogezai meeting Chief]
[Executive Officer Hameedullah Nasir on the arrival of PPHI head office.

Orientation session on ‘Codes of
Conduct for National Media’
held in Lahore

LAHORE (INP): The Provincial
Election Commission of Punjab
on Friday organized an orienta-
tion session on the "Code of
Conduct-National Media and
National Election Observers for
General Elections 2024" in
Lahore.

Speaking on the occasion,
Spokesperson of ECP Punjab
Huda Ali Gohar cmphaslzcd me-
dia personnel incl

election campaign, media con-
tent on print, electronic, and
digital platforms should avoid
expressing opinions prejudicial
to Pakistan's ideology, sover-
eignty, security, public order, or

the integrity of the judiciary.
The spokesperson ECP
Punjab highlighted the involve-
ment of regulatory authorities
:uch as PEMR/\ PTA, Press
Cyber

PPP only gave dep-
rivations to people
of Sindh in 15 years:
Saad Rafique

KARACHI (INP): Former minister
and Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leader, Khawaja
Saad Rafique has said that Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP) has given
nothing to people of Sindh other
than deprivations. He was talk-
ing to media in Karachi after a
meeting of PML-N and GDA which
decided to jointly contest the 2024
general elections. Saad Rafique
said that Sindh presents the shape
of ruins and a discussion was also
held on the issue during meetin

neutrality, stating that the Code
of Conduct aims to ensure free
and fair elections through col-
laboration with stakeholders.
She urged the avoidance of
allegations and statements that
could harm national solidarity or
create law and order issues dur-
ing the campaign and on polling
day. Huda Ali Gohar said that
accredited media persons can
enter a polling station with a
camera for one-time footage of
the voting process, as per the
She said during the

Wing, and D|g||3| Media ng
in implementing the Code of
Conduct. The law enforcement
agencies will provide protection
to ensure media freedom, she
added. Hud Ali Gohar said me-
dia outlets are prohibited from
running campaigns for candi-
dates or political parties at the
public's exchequer. She said
according to the Elections Act
2017, media personnel must re-
frain from promoting any can-
didate or party 48 hours after
the poll concludes.

with Functional League. He sai
that we welcome PPP for contest-
ing elections from Punjab. The
former minister said that PML-N
during its rule took strict actio

against looting and crimes in
Sindh. He said that consultation
with Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM) was underway for seat
adjustment and we expect good
news in this conng uu)n Speak-
ing on the o President
PML-F, Saddaruddm Shah said
that there was corruption in each
and every department of Sindh
and prevailing system of Sindh
would come to an end on Febru-
ary 08.




