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Quetta Green Bus Promise: Govt Urged to Turn
Commitments into Action

QUETTA: In a seemingly
promisingmove to uplift transpor-
tation standards, the Balochistan
government has unfolded plans
for an extensive expansion of the
green bus fleet. The visionary ini-
tiative, spearheaded by Dr. Faisal
Ahmed Khan, CEO of Balochistan
Public Private Partnership (BPPP),
aims to introduce 25 additional
eco-friendly buses to the streets
of Quetta. However, as the gov-
ernment unveils plans, the press-
ing question looms — will these
promises translate into tangible
improvements for the provincial
capital’s long-suffering commut-
ers?

Green Bus Expan-
sion Now A Long
Standing Demand

Originally sanctioned by
former Chief Minister Jam Kamal
Khan, the plan now gaining mo-
mentum under the current admin-
istration, underscoring the
government’s commitment to sus-
tainable and accessible transpor-
tation. With an ambitious target
of deploying 100 green buses
across Quetta in the imminent
months, the expansion spans be-
yond the city center, promising
relief to residents in areas like
Hazara Town, Marriabad,
Samungli Road, Sariab Custom,
Nawan Killi, and other vital parts
of Quetta,

Syed Ali Shah:

Expansion Of
Project Directly
Responds To Public
Demand: Dr. Faisal

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan as-
serts that this expansion directly
responds to the persistent public
demand for enhanced transporta-
tion facilities.

The stark reality, however,
reveals that currently, a meager
eight buses operate from
Balochistan University to Belili
Airport Road, laying bare the glar-
ing inadequacy in green bus avail-
ability.

Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwar ul Haq Kakar’s recent proc-

lamation, vowing an additional
100 green buses for Balochistan,
signifies the government’s pur-
ported dedication to elevating
public transportation standards in
the region.

While commendable in
words, the onus now falls on Chief
Secretary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan to translate these ver-
bal commitments into swift and
substantive action.

CS Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan
Can Play A Key Role

Commendations for the
government’s scemingly progres-
Sive approach must be met with
an urgent plea for Chief Secretary

Shakeel Qadir Khan’s decisive
leadership in ensuring efficient
execution. Quetta’sresidents, long
fatigued by the lack of a depend-
able public transportation system,
now demand more than promises

they demand a concrete reality.
The introduction of green buses
holds the potential to alleviate the
longstanding commuting chal-
lenges, creating a pathway to a
more sustainable and accessible
future for the people of
Balochistan. The call for action is
not merely a suggestion; it’s a
criticalimperative, and the respon-
sibility squarely rests with Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan to
lead the way in turning promises
into tangible, transformative ac-
tions.

Raisani Voices Concerns Over Election Integrity
and Condemns Violence in Islamabad

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: FormerChief Min-
ister Nawab Aslam Raisani, the
leader of Jamiatul Ulema-e-Islam
Fand Chiefof Sarawan, expressed
apprehensions about the electoral
process, emphasizing the need to
ensure the sanctity of the vote and
prevent any undue interference.

Raisani expressed concern
over the credibility ofthe electoral
process, echoing sentiments
about past elections in 2018. He
urged against repeating the mis-
takes of the past and stressed that
an clection should remain just
that—an election, devoid of any
interference or manipulation.

No Selection Should
Be Promoted

“We are witnessing a strong
push for selection,” remarked
Raisani, underlining the impor-
tance of intelligent people not fa-
voringany form of selection in the
electoral process.

He cautioned against violat-

ing the sanctity of the ballot pa-
alled on the Election
on, the people, and the

caretaker government to avoid

any underhanded tactics.

“We request the people to

check and choose the best repre-

sentatives for themselves,”
th

Raisani urged

Nawab Raisani Con-
demns Violence Against
Baloch Women

Addressing the recent events
inIslamabad involving the Baloch
Solidarity Committee protesters,
Raisani condemned the violence,
expressing his disapproval of
such actions. He asserted that if
the federal government perceives
them as outsiders, they should be
informed, emphasizing their belief
in the collective ownership of the
state.

“We believe that this state is.
ours, and while living within its
structure, we will continue our
struggle for the rights of the na-

> Raisani d

vital role that citizens play in pre-
venting fraud duringlections. He
acknowledged that political issucs
arcat the forefront of the nation’s
challenges, closely followed by
economic concerns.

Tared, affirming
their commitment to advocating
for the rights of the people. Cur-
rently, Jamiat ul Ulema-e-Islam F
is gearing up for the 2024 general
elections, with Raisani set to con-
test from PB-37 Mustang.

Massive earthquake slams Japan, residents flee
some coastal areas

TOKYO: A powerful arth-
quake struck central Japan on
Monday, triggering warnings for
residents to evacuate some areas
on its west coast, destroying
buildings, knocking out power to
thousands of homes and disrupt-
ing travel to the region.

The quake with a preliminary
magnitude of 7.6 triggered waves
of around 1 metre along parts of
the Sea of Japan coast, with au-
thorities saying larger waves
could follow. The Japan Meteo-
rological Agency (JMA) issued
tsunami warnings for the coastal
prefectures of Ishikawa, Niigata

Hammad,

GUJRANWALA: An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) in
Gujranwala on Monday ordered
the confiscation of property of 51
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leaders including Hammad Azhar,
Murad Saced, Zartaj Guland oth-
ers in case related to May 9 riots.

The court took the step un-
der Section 88 to seize the proper-
ties and also initiated the process
to declare the accused as
absconders. Notices announcing
the legal action have been dis-
played at their residences and key
locations associated with the ac-
cused.

Furthermore, the court also
issued non-bailable arrest war-
rants for the accused. The list in-
cludes Farrukh Habib, Omar Ayub,
AliAmin Gandapur, Zubair Niazi,
General (retd) Akram Sahi,

Shaukat Bhatti, Mian Tarig, Rana
Sajid Shaukat,

Asadullah.

Bt et
Additionally, PTI candidates

and Lala Ahmed Chatha, Bilal ljaz, and

Zafarullah Cheema are also in-

and Toyama. A major tsunami
waming - the first since the March
2011 earthquake and tsunami that
struck northeastern Japan - was
initially issued for Ishikawa but
later downgraded. Russia also is-
sued tsunami warnings in its far
eastern cities of Vladivostok and
Nakhodka. Several houses have
been destroyed and army units
have been dispatched to hélp with
rescue operations, top govern-
ment spokesperson Yoshimasa
Hayashi told reporters, adding
that authorities were still assess-
ingthe extent of the damage. News
Desk

Murad among 51 PTI leaders to have
properties confiscated

cluded in the list

Previously, on December 18,
the government blocked the Com-
puterised National Identity Cards
(CNICs) of 18 PTl leaders, includ-
ing former ministers Hammad
Azhar and Murad Saced.

The list included Ali Amin
Gandapur, Muhammad Aslam
Igbal, Malik Karamat Khokhar,
Wasiq Qayyum Abbasi, Jamshed
Igbal Cheema, Zubair Khan Niazi,
Malik Nadeem Abbas, and
Ghulam Mohiuddin Dewan.

Authorities said the CNICs
were blocked at the request of
police and would remain blocked
till the investigation concludes.

The authorities added that
the party leaders would be de-
prived of legal rights if they did
not appear before the anti-terror-
ism court (ATC).News Desk.

BNP Chief to Challenge Nomi-

nation Rejection in Courts
Syed Al

Sardar Akhlar
Mengal, Chief of the Balochistan
National Party (BNP), declared on
Monday that the party intends to
challenge the recent rejection of
its nomination papers for the up-
coming general clections in the
country, both at the election tri-
bunal and the Supreme Court. He
emphasized that ifthe nomination
papers are not accepted by these
institutions, the party will take its
case to the masses.

Speaking at a packed press
conference held at the Quetta
Press Club, Akhtar Mengal ex-
pressed that the majority of BNP

Shah:

lmposed on Balochistan, express-
ing concern about the potentially
grim future of the elections.

The BNP Chief emphasized
that the party is dedicated to pur-
suing the rights of the Baloch
people through political means,
playing a prominent role in up-
holding the supremacy of the con-
stitution and parliament in the
country.

“The letter went to
London Avenfield,
and Mian Sab was

not there.”

ad their

papers rejected by returning of-
ficers, alleging a pre-planned con-
spiracy to sideline the party from
the elections. Central leaders of
the party, including Sajid Tareen
Advocate, Prince Musa Jan,
‘Agha Hassan Baloch, and others,
were also present at the confer-
ence.

Aqama Issue Re-
volves Around My
Speeches In Assem-
bly: Mengal

‘Akhtar Mengal highlighted
that he had held a work permit
(Agama) in Dubai in the past and
contested general elections in
2013 and 2018. He stated that the
issue revolves around his
speeches in the assembly rather
than any Agama. He argued that
an artificial leadership was being

Responding to a question
about his letter to former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif after the
formation of the caretaker govem-
ment, Sardar Akhtar Mengal clari-

fied, “The letter went to London

Avenfield, and Mian Sab was not
there.” He later discovered that
the former premier had returned
to Pakistan.

Akhtar Mengal pointed out
that mainstream political parties
are seemingly indifferent to the
issues of Balochistan as the prov-
ce has fewer national assembly
seats and is not a priority on their
agenda.

Healso defended his party’s
decision to support a no-confi-
dence motion against former Chief
Minister Nawab Sanaullah Zehri
in the past, stating, “We were cor-
nered by that governmentand had
no option but to support a
change.

Nawaz Sharif’s nomination pa-
pers for NA-130 challenged

ISLAMABAD: PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif's nomi-
nation papers for NA-130
were challenged on Monday
after a petition was submitted
before the appellate tribunal.

Ishtiag Chaudhry, the
chief of Pakistan Awami
Mahaz (PAM), submitted the
appeal and asserted that
Nawaz has been disqualified
for life by the Supreme Court,
rendering himineligible to con-
test the elections scheduled for
February 8.

Chaudhry claimed that the
returning officer (RO) ap-
proved Nawaz's nomination
papers contrary to the facts,
hence, he prayed that Nawaz
be declared ineligible and his
nomination papers be rejected.

Recently, the three-time
prime minister returned to
Paklelan political landscape

th aspirations to participate
in thL 2024 general election.
On December 26,

RO Asghar Joya of NA-
130 Lahore accepted Nawaz's
nomination papers after thor-
ough scrutiny, with no objec-
tions raised.

The former premier will
contest against Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) stal-
wart Dr Yasmin Rashid and 22
other candidates for NA-130
if his nomination papers clear
the latest legal challenge.

The former premier was
disqualified in the Panama Pa-
pers case in July 2017 by the
Supreme Court (SC).

The judges of the apex
court had ruled that Nawaz had
been dishonest to the parli:
ment and the courts in not dis-
closing his employment in a
Dubai-based company in his
2013 nomination papers, and
thus, could not be deemed fit
for his office.

Later, an accountability
court awarded him 10 years
imprisonment in the Avenfield
apartments and seven years in
Al-Azizia references. How-
ever, he has been acquitted in
both cases by the Islamabad
High Court (IHC).

However, before the gen-
eral elections in 2024, the SC
will resolve the contradiction
between the judicial decision
and the parliamentary legisla-
tion on whether disqualification
under Article 62 of the Consti-
tution means for life or five
years. News Desk.
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Quetta Gas Explosions: Urgent Calls
for SSGC Accountability and Gas
Load Shedding Schedule

Editorial :
The recent spate of gas-related explosions in Quetta has cast a dark shadow
over the city, leaving behind shattered lives and a community grappling with
grief. The incidents in Eastern Bypass, Nawan Kali, and Kuchiak have not only
resulted in severe burn injuries to innocent individuals but have also exposed
the pressing need for a comprehensive and immediate review of safety proto-
cols surrounding gas infrastructure in the region.

Consumers Bore The Brunt Of SSGC Inefficiency

The most heart-wrenching episode unfolded near Quetta East Bypass
Bhosa Mandi, where a house, torn apart by a gas explosion, became a tragic
testament to the vulnerabilities faced by Quetta’s residents. A family, compris-
ing a husband, wife, and five children, bore the brunt of the blast, suffering
severe burns that have left them hghung for their lives in the burn ward of Civil
Hospital in Quetta,

The incident in Kuchlak further adds to the distressing narrative, with
four individuals from the same household falling victim to another gas explo-
sion. Thc fact that such mcldcnls occurred in scpamlc localities raises grave

Quetta, it seems, has become a city under siege, besieged not by external
threats but by the silent menace of gas leaks. The frequency of such incidents
has not only left the community in mourning but has also prompted questions
about the efficacy of safety measures and the maintenance of gas infrastruc-
ture.

It is disheartening to note that Quetta has been no stranger to gas-related
tragedies in recent times. Each incident not only inflicts physical harm on the
victims but also scars the collective psyche of the community. The urgency of

Caretakers’ withdrawal of funds

By Anwar Mansoor Khan:

ONE is astonished to

see, that despite the clear
stipulations of the Con-
stitution on the issue,
the caretaker govern-
‘ments, whether federal
or provincial, are
authorised to draw funds
from the consolidated
fund for aperiod exceed-
ing four months, which
the governments men-
tioned totally ignore.

It was in the case of
‘Khawaja Muhammad
Asif versus Federation
of Pakistan’ where the
learned judges held:
“The caretaker govern-
ment also lacks the man-
date of the majority of
people, which is to be
acquired by elected gov-
ernment through the
general elections. There-
fore, if a caretaker gov-
emment is allowed to
exercise complete pow-
ers available to an
elected government, it
may make attempt to
continue to remain in of-
fice for a longer period
of time or may take such
which may

addressing the root causes of these cannot be d, and the
responsibility falls squarely on the shoulders of the authorities.
SSGCShould Not Evade Accountability

The Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC), being the custodian of gas infra-
structure, must not evade accountability in the face of such calamities. The
lack of responsiveness from the company’s head office in Karachi to inquiries
from Daily Quetta Voice is both perplexing and unacueplable In times of crisis,

and d the SSGC must step
up to addrcss the concerns and queries of the aﬂcctcd community.

One of the glaring issues highlighted in the aftermath of thes¢ incidents is
the need for a structured schedule of gas load shedding. The prevailing chilly
weather in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan exacerbates the situation,
leading to prolonged and unannounced load shedding, The hide-and-seek of
gas supply has become a dangerous game, and it is the innocent consumers
who pay the price.

In this editorial, we call upon the Sui Southern Gas Company to take
immediate and decisive action. The company must announce a clear schedule
of gas load shedding, ensuring that consumers are aware of the timings and
can plan accordingly. Moreover, there s an urgent need for the SSGC to en-
gage in a proactive campaign to create awareness among consumers about
gas safety measures.

SSGCMust Announce Schedule Of Gas Load Shedding

The safety of Quetta’s residents should be non-negotiable, and the SSGC
must collaborate with local authorities to conduct thorough investigations
into the recent incidents. Only through a transparent and accountable ap-
proach can the root causes be identified and rectified, preventing similar trag-
edies in the future.

As the injured continue their arduous journey lowards recovery, the en-
tire community watches and waits for tangible act S
safety and well-being of Quetta residents in their homes. Ilm Sui Southern Gas
Company must rise to the occasion and prove its commitment to the safety of
the people it serves. The time for dccls)vc action is now.

New year, old vows

By Arooj Waheed Da

WV 14 elections on SOUTCE constraints as They all talk of the
¢lections O the reason for their lack same issues: universal
the horizon, there has ofperformance, attribut-  education, universal
been an upsurge in po- ing the blame to the pre- healthcare, infrastructure
litical activity, marked by~ ceding government(s). ~ development, devolu-
relentless campaigning I's crucial for politi-  tion, tax reforms, women
through power shows cal agendas to shift to- empowerment, encrgy
and big speeches. Out of  wards practical solu-  sector reforms, account-
curiosity, we decided to tions and effective gov- ability for all, SOE re-
analyse the content of ernance to tackle the forms, agricultural re-
some of the speeches to  economic challenges the ~ forms, poverty allevia-
understand what is be- country faces. This time ~tion, development of the
ing promised this time round, the countryison IT sector, industry and
round the verge of default, and  trade, digital and financial

For what they’re politicians are know- inclusion, social protec-
worth, the speeches are ingly contesting for tion, and (not to forget)
rife with promises, mak-  public office. In election youth empowerment.
ing abundant references manifestos, instead of They pretty much cover
to legacy yet notably focusing on how they all the bases. Yet, action
missing talk of action. are going to ‘spend’ in the past to bring about
The PML-N’s persistent public money, they need ~ these reforms has been so
emphasis on hard infra- to tell us how they are lacklustre that it prompts
structure for a country planning to generate the one to ask: what mea-
grappling with inequal- revenue to afford those sures will the incoming
ity and a human capital expenditures. government take this time
crisis is a point of con- There needs to be knowing that resources
cern; the PPP’s commit-  focus on a few key stra- are scarcer than ever?
ment to increasing social ~ tegic reforms that can ‘There seems to be an
spending in the absence pave the way for course obvious disconnect be-
of sufficient resources correction.Going over tween the politicians’
seems hollow; and the the election manifestos, words and actions: they
PTI’s sole focus on one notices that every wellunderstand the need
mobilising the youth political party has been for expanding the tax
through the politics of cooking the same broth  base, yet they continue
revenge carries the risk  since years rely to bring unsustainable
of further escalating in- varying the spice level. tax reforms to protect
tolerance in an already The content focuses on themselves and their cro-
polarised society. the same sector-specific nies; they speak of ac-

Every election cycle discussions without countability, yet they
unfolds with a familiar necessarily translating adeptly navigate the bu-
script: politicians make  into practical, actionable  reaucratic landscape to
grand promises, assume plans for implementa- secure personal advan-
power, and then cite re-  tion. tages.

cause problems for the
future elected govern-
ment.”

The Election Act
2017 in Section 230
clearly details the func-
tions of a caretaker gov-
ernment, specifying
what the caretaker gov-
ernment shall not do.

Itcategorically pro-
vides that day-to-day
working of the govern-
ment could be performed
by the caretaker govern-
ment but that it could not
take any majorpolicy de-

cisions or make policies

or enter into major inter-

national negotiations,
te.

However, by an
amendmentamongst the
various made in the Elec-
tion Act by the Election
(Second Amendment)
Act, 2023, Section 230
was amended to the ex-
tent that subsection (1)
and (2) would not apply
to the caretaker govern-
ment where they need to
take action or decisions
regarding existing bilz
eral ormultilateral agree-
ments or projects already
initiated or international
commercial transactions,
under the
Privatisation Commis-
sion Ordinance.

Thus, the govern-
ment in its caretaker ca-
pacity was, except for the
proviso, restricted from
taking actions as pro-
vided in sub-section (2)
(a) to (g) of Section 230
of the Election Act. We
see numerous transfers
and postings, raise in
pay and salaries, taking
policy decisions under-
mining not only the Elec-
tion Act asamended from
time to time but also the
Constitution of the Is-
lamic Republic of Paki-
stan.

Importantly, the
Constitution was not
amended nor was the
Election Act, 2017
amended to bring in the
power and authority of
the caretaker govern-
ment to go beyond the
period as

o
B

for the conduct of the
election to either the Na-
tional Assembly or the
provincial assembly.

The Constitution’s
Article 86 in relation to
the federation and Ar-
ticle 126 in relation to the
province provide that,
the federal government
in relation to financial
‘matters, at any time when
the Assembly is dis-
solved, can authorise ex-
penditure from the fed-
eralor the provincial con-
solidated fund, as the
case may be, to the care-
taker set-up, for a period
not exceeding four
months in a financial
year. The Punjab Assem-
bly was dissolved on Jan
14, 2023. The period of
four months expired on
May 14,2023,

The Punjab govern-
ment continues to draw
money beyond the
authorised period for
over six months without
constitutional
authorisation or power.

The said Punjab
government has not ap-
proached any judicial fo-
rum for financial with-
drawal and continues to
sit without authority, de-
spite the judgement in
the case of “Muhammad
Sibtain Khan versus the
ECP’. Similaris the case
with the KP government
which continues to also
violate the Constitution,
drawing funds without
authorisation.

The case of the fed-
eral government and the
Sindh and

namely Articles 86 and
126 of the Constitution,
which restrict the expen-
diture from the federal or
the provincial consoli-
dated fund for a period
beyond four months.
The command of
the Constitution is abso-
lutely clearwhen Articles
86 and 126 use the
words, *.... in respect of
estimated expenditure
for a period not exceed-
ing four months [italics
added] in any financial
In this case
alm “the said govern-
ments continue to vio-
late the Constitution,
namely that they con-
tinue to go beyond the
mandate given by Sec-
tion 230 of the Election
Act, 2017, when they,
instead of taking care of
day-to-day maters, are
indulging in those pro-
hlbncd by Section

N

Furtherlhe mandate
and authorisation for
drawing from the con-
solidated fund has now
expired.

The question is
whether withdrawals of
funds from the ‘consoli-
dated fund’ can be
termed as lawful, espe-
cially when the Consti-
tution categorically pro-
vides  that  such
authorisation does not
exceed four months.

Article 86 com-
mences with the word
“Notwithstanding”,
clearly indicating that
the other provisions of
the Constitution cannot

the Constitution, ndmcly,
cither 60 days or 90 days

governments also fall
within the same category,

be looked into except
Article 86. It further

stipulates thatthe outgo-
ing government could
authorise expenditure to
the caretaker set-up for
aperiod of four months.
Thus, it is that the
elected government can
authorise the withdraw-
als, but not beyond four
months.

The Constitution
thus presumes that elec-
tions would take place
within the prescribed
period of 60 or 90 days,
and therefore, the period
of four months has been
prescribed. The care-
taker set-up has no juris-
diction to cause the with-
drawals from the consti-
tutional fund. The set-up
thus continues to violate
the provisions and goes
beyond its mandate.

The judgement of
Khawaja M. Asif referred
to above basically re-
lates to transfer and
postings, but also pro-
vides that no civil ser-
vant would be trans-
ferred or posted except
in extraordinary circum-
stances; further that as
the state must be run by
the chosen representa-
tives, no decision which
causes permanence in-
cluding policies impact-
ing the future of the
country can be made.

The drawing of
funds by the present
government and the tak-
ing of decisions which
are impacting the future
of the country, without
the elected members of
parliament, is surely a se-
rious violation of the law
but they continue to do
so without remorse.

By Maleeha Lodhi

ELF

has swung into high
gear in the country with
the filing of nomination
papers by candidates
and mobilisation of sup-
porters by party leaders.
The election date of Feb
8 is now cast in stone.
But there are more un-
knowns than knowns
about how the election
will play out.

The first unknown
is the PTI factor. Imran
Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf is en-
gaged in legal actions
aimed at securing a level
playing field in the poll.
It has contested the de-
cision of the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to deprive it of its
election symbol
which is how most vot-
ers identify which party
a candidate belongs to
on the ballot paper.

Court dramas are
likely to continue on this
and other counts, in-
cluding petitions cl
lenging Khan'’s disquali-
fication. Whatever the
legal outcome, the key
political question is
whether the perception
that PTI is being perse-
cuted will translate into
a ‘sympathy wave’ to
boost its eléctoral sup-
portor deterits support-
ers from showing up at
the ballot box.

With most of its
leaders and many activ-
ists incarcerated, it will
be hard for the party to
mobilise its base. But the
party has also shown a
knack of using social
media and communica-
tion technology to over-
come such obstacles.
Whether this will work

ION activity

Election unknowns

in the complex environ-
ment of individual parlia-
mentary constituencies
remains to be tested.

This brings up the
second unknown.
Constitu-ency politics
embedded in networks
of traditio-nal alle-
giances often override
the personal popularity
of leaders at the national
level. Ifthere was a presi-
dential system, a leader’s
popularity would be
enough to determine the
outcome. But parliamen.
tary elections are a di
ferent matter where dy-
namics aremore compli-
cated.

The phenomenon
of “all politics is local’
also works to the advan-
tage of older parties that
have long dominated
Pakistan’s constituency-
based politics. Electoral
politics still pivots
around transactional
patterns of behaviour
and traditional alle-
giances to determine the
result at the constitu-
ency level — hence the
importance of so-called
clectables, who are local
power brokers. This
makes the overall out-
come harder to predict.

The third unknown
is the impact of the ur-
ban-ruralbalance, which
in the past has long tilted
in favour ofthe country-
side and reinforced tra-
ditional allegiances. But
greater urbanisation is
altering this picture. Al-
though urban Pakistan is
still underrepresented,
many rural constituen-
cies now have urban fea-
tures.

In the battleground
province of Punjab, this
shift is most evident. In

Punjab’s 144 national
constituencies more than
halfare now either urban
or ‘mixed’, displaying a
significant urban com-
plexion. This is weaken-
ing olderalignments and
reshaping voting pat-
terns, again making out-
comes harder to forecast.

New voters are a
fourth unknown factor.
Since the last election in
2018, over 23.5 million
voters have been added
to the electoral list — 18
percent of the electorate.
This could impart a sig-
nificant swing factor to
the election. A substan-
tial number of new vot-
ers can be assumed to be
unaffiliated to any party
with no firm party prefer-
ence. They are therefore
up for grabs for any
party able to appeal to
them and get them out to
vote. The youth bulge in
the electorate has, of
course, attracted much
attention. ECP figures
show voters from the
ages of 18 to 35 consti-
tute 45pc of the elector-
ate. This makes young
voters a fac-

a quarter of young vot-
ers turned out to vote.
Inthe past two elections,
their participation was
onlya third compared to
the average overall turn-
out of 52pc.

Overall voter turn-
out is itself a big un-
known. Itcould bea sig-
nificant indicator of how
free, fair and credible
voters willjudge the elec-
tion to be. Turnout in
previous elections has
ranged bet-w-—een S1pc
(2018), 53pc (2013), 44pc
(2008) and 41pc (2002).
The lowest turnout in
2002 was cle-a-—-tly a
measure of the scepti-
cism with which people
saw an election held un-
der military rule. A very
low turnout, say below

e ld undermine
the legitimacy of the
February election result.

Another unknown
is how voters in Punjab
will respond to the new
Istehkam-i-Pakistan
Party organised to up-
end PTI and comprised
mostly of PTI deserters
in a process orchestrated

tor, even a game changer,
in determining the poll
outcome. But what is
unknown is whether
young voters will actu-
ally show up at the bal-
lot box — which would
give PTl an edge

So far, turnout
among younger voters
has been exceedingly
low. Official statistics are
lacking on this but a
Gallup-Pakistan report,
relyingon exit polls con-
ducted since 1988, finds
youth turnout to be
much lower than overall
voter participation. It
shows that usually only

y the

Pakistan’s electoral his-
tory shows voters usu-
ally punish turncoats,
Jjust as they reject expe-
dient alliances. Indi-
vidual IPP leaders with a
strong constituency
base may, however, buck
this trend.

What should be
among clection
“knowns’ by now is
where contesting parties
stand on the conse-
quential issues and chal-
lenges facing the coun-
try. But with elections
just a month away, po-
litical parties have yet to
articulate their positions

on key policy issues or
tailed

pmgrdmmcs on what
they will do if elected.

One party has made
extravagant and utterly
unrealistic promises wil-
fully ignoring the dire
state of the economy. At
a time when the
economy is still in the
critical ward and needs
bold and decisive action,
the need for policy ideas
and options has never
been greater. However,
this has yet to figure in
the clection campaign
that has so far been
‘mostly about ticket dis-
tribution and ‘seat ad-
Jjustment’ deals.

Pointing out that
“Pakistan needs urgent
fiscal and structural re-
forms to restore macro-
economic stability and
lay the foundations for
sustainable growth™, the
lack of attention to eco-
nomic issues and expres-
sions of commitment to
reform probably urged
the World Bank to pub-
licly voice concern about
post-election policy re-
versals in critical areas of
reform by powerful
vested interests. This, it
said, could pose high
macroeconomic risks to
Pakistan, especially as
the next government’s
priorities and commit-
ment to structural re-
forms arenot known.

While people wait to
hear from their political
leaders about how they
plan to address pressing
economic issues what is
clear is that prevailing in
the electoral contest will
be in vain if the battle for
Pakistan’s economic re-
covery and renewal is
lost.

Hide and seek

By Zarrar Khuhro:

A o shouting itout atthe top  various tricks and de-
T some point in the  of your lungs could also vices used to achieve this
distant past our ances- let Tivals in on the end, the most fascinating
tors leamed to commu-  COVery. to me is the practice of
nicate; at first this was And then, as hu- steganography, which is
presumably limited to manity went forth and simply defined as the
non-verbal gestures and multiplied in numbers  practice of representing
basic  vocalisations but divided politically mnformation within an-
which eventually into city-states, nations other message or physi-
evolved into the lan. and peoples, we did cal object, in suchaman-
guages of today. In due  What humans have al- ner that the presence of
Course, it must also have Ways done: we went to  the information is not
become apparent that a  War with each other. And  evident to human inspee-
way to disguise your here the need to be able  tion. The carliest known
communications was tosecretly communicate fe
also critical; finding a Wit your side without
bountiful foraging spot letting the adversary BC, where we hearof the
orlocatinga herd of deer  know what you were up ~ Greek tyrant Histiaeus,
for hunting was good {0 began to assumcriti- who was faced with the
news for your tribe, but _cal importance. Ofallthe  problem of warning his

allies of an impending
Persian attack while also
making sure that the
message was not inter-
cepted by Persian em-
peror Darius” troops.
Finally, he hit on a
simple if clever tech-
nique: he shaved the
head of one of his ser-
vants and had a secret
message tattooed onto
his scalp. Then, after
waiting for the hair to
grow back and cover the
message, he dispatched
the servant across en-
emy lines and when he
arrived at his destina-
tion, his head was

shaved once again and
this message was deliv-
ered. Closer to home, we
havea similar example in
the revolt against colo-
nial British rule in 1857.
As discontent against
the British grew, the need
to coordinate actions
and resistance between
different rebellious In-
dian groups — from vil-
lageelders to police con-
stables and sepoys

grew as well. The prob-
lem was the pervasive
surveillance system set
up by the Raj and how
to avoid that. Legend
has it that this led to the

birth of the ‘chapati
‘movement’; beginning in
the town of Mathura,
near Agra, protesters
started making and dis-
tributing small chapatis
which were then deliv-
ered under the cover of
darkness to homes and
villages across north In-
dia, and the recipients
were instructed to make
more such chapatis and
then pass them forward
like a chain letter made of
ground wheat. Stymied,
the British were unable
to discover the true in-
tent behind this move-
ment, though many his-

torians believe that the
intentions were two-fold:
one, to create an atmo-
sphere of confusion and
uncertainty, leading to
the expectation of some
‘majorevent to take place
down the ling; and two,
to use some of the
chapatis to deliver secret
messages. In the latter
scenario, the sheer num-
ber of chapatis being
distributed meant that at
least some of the (no
doubt coded) messages
would get through.
While the jury s and will
remain out as to the ac-
tual intention behind

this, [ tend to favour the
latter theory just be-
cause it sounds so cool.
We find many other ex-
amples throughout his-
tory, like Ann Strong us-
ing hanging laundry to
send coded messages to
spies working for George
Washington in the
American revolutionary
war, or the grandmothers
sympathetic to the resis-
tance in German-occu-
pied Belgium in World
War II, who reportedly
used codes embedded in
Knitting to let their com-
patriots know about Ger-
‘man troop movements.
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Kim tells army to 'annihilate’' South Korea,
US if they initiate conflict

PYONGYANG tory of south Korea

(INP): North Korean mobilizingall physical

leader Kim Jong Un means... including

told his top military of- nuclear forces" in case

ficers to use maximum of a "great event", re-

force against South ferring to an armed
nd t

tion and provocation
against the DPRK,
our army should deal
a deadly blow to thor-
oughly annihilate them
by mobllumg all lhe

Year's Day address.
In 2

Pyongyang success-
fully launched arecon-
naissance satellite, en-
shrined its status as
nuclear power in its

Kor United conflict.
States if they initiate a Kimtold the meet-  constitution and test-
military confrontation, moment's hesitation," inghewould nolonger fired the most ad-
state media reported Kim said. seek reconciliationand  vanced intercontinen-
Monday. Kim's comments reunification with talballistic missileinits

Seoul and Wash-
ington have ramped up
defence cooperation
in the face of a record-
breaking series of
weapons tests by
Pyongyang over the
past year.

At a meeting with
North Korea's major
commandmg officers
in Pyongyang on New
Year's Eve, Kim said
his military should "an-
nihilate" the enemy if

arsenal.

Pyongyang de-
clared itself an "irre-
versible" nuclear
power in 2022 and has
repeatedly said it will
never give up its
nuclear  weapons
programme, which the
regime views as es-
sential for its survival.

The United Na-
tions Security Council
has adopted many
resolutions calling on

echo his threats made
during year-end party
meetings of a nuclear
attack on Seoul and
orders for a military
arsenal build-up to pré-
pare for a war that he
said could "break out
any time" on the pen-
insula.

During the meet-
ings to set the policy
agenda for 2024, the
North Korean leader
accused the United

South Korea, noting
the "uncontroliable cri-
is" that he said was
triggered by Seoul and
Washington,

South Korean
President Yoon Suk
Yeol vowed Monday
to keep Pyongyang's
military provocations
at bay with a joint ex-
tended deterrence sys-
tem with Washington,
scheduled for the first
half of 2024.

@

provoked, the official = States of posing "vari- The deterrence NorthKoreato halt its
Korean Central News ous forms of military system will "funda- nuclear and ballistic
Agency (KCNA) re- threat". mentally deter any missile programmes

North Korean nuclear
and missile threat",
Yoon said in his New

He also called on
armed forces to "sup-
press the whole terri-

since Pyongyang first
conducted a nuclear
test in 2006.

ported.

"If the enemy opt

formilitary confronta-
T g

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Privatisation, Fawad Hasan Fawad
in a meeting with Chinese Business Delegation on at Privatisation Division.

Italy confines Ocean Viking migrant
rescue ship for 20 days

PARIS (INP): Italian Mediterranean," SOS
authorities have de- Mediterranee, based in
tained the Ocean Viking the French city of
migrant rescue vessel Marseille, said on X.
for 20 days over its al- It said the ship had
leged failure to follow been ordered to return
a prescribed route af- directly to the Italian
ter rescuing dozens of port of Bari after pick-
people off the Libyan ing up 244 people in
coast, the ship's opera- three rescue opera-
tor said Sunday. tions,

"Ocean Viking is including 18 unac-
detained under the companied minors and would have been a vio-
‘Piantedosi Decree- four children under the lation of international
Law' for the second age of four. law,"
time in two months, Butas it was head- Mediterranee told re-
punishing humanitarian  ing for Bari the Ocean porters.
rescuers for carrying Vikingreceived an alert In the end the Vi-
out the lifesaving work of at least 70 migrants King was not in a posi-
that European States needinghelp around 15 tion to help and re-
fail to do in the central nautical miles (28 sumed its course to-

32 injured in New Year celebratory fir-
ing in Karachi

Korangi Industrial
Area, Zaman Town,
Landhi, Shah Faisal
Colony, Tariq Road,
SeaView, Liaqutabad,
Saudabad, Baldia,
Karimabad, Clifton,
Zaman, Tower and
other areas of
Karachi. The injured
include four women,
three boys and two The police official
Meanwhile, the ~highlighted the impor-

police took 39 tance of strong and
people over aerial fir- successful actions

kilometres) from its
position, though in fact
the skiff was around 60
nautical miles away.
"Without any indi-
cation that another ship
was en route to help
these people in distress,
we simply had no other
choice, legal or moral,
to respond to this alert
—- any other choice

ward Bari. It did not say
if the migrants were
later rescued.

On November 15,
Italian authorities had
already ordered the ship
detained for 20 days
and issued a fine of
3,300 euros ($3,600),
saying it had failed to
coordinate its actions
with the authorities.

Since  January
2023, 2,678 migrants
have disappeared while
trying to cross the
Mediterranean for Eu-
rope, according to the
UN's International Or-
ganization for Migration
(I0M),

KARACHI (INP):: At
least 32 people includ-
ing women and chil-
dren were injured in
the celebratory fire
that rang through
Karachi on New
Year’s Eve.
According to de-
tails, the injuries from
aerial firing on New
Year’s Eve were re-
ported from
Nazimabad, Gulshan-
e-Iqbal, Aziz Bhatti,

ing and recovered
weapons. Earlier,
Karachi Police Chief
Khadim Hussain Rind
said that the charges of
attempted murder
terrorism will be in-
cluded in the cases
lodged against those
involvedin aerial firing
on New Year’s Eve.

against hooliganism
and aerial firing, bring-
ing those involved un-
der the grip of the law.
Rind also stressed
conducting search op-
erations, making an-
nouncements at mar-
kets and through
mosques to thwart
aerial firing, and pro-
moting positive police
actions through social
media to counter any
negative Impact.

DUBALI: Fireworks weredisplayed on the Burj Khalifa on New Year's Eve in thestate of Dub:
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

UETTA: Group photo of Balochistan Governor Malak Abdul Wali Khan Kakar with female students
rom Turbat on the occasion of their visitto Governor House Quetta.

Filing of appeals against decisions of ROs

on nomination papers begins

ISLAMABAD (INP): hear appeals and issue  thatin Rawalpindi dis- Mehmood Qureshi
Hearing of appeals verdict by January 10. trict, the returning of- and several other party
against rejection of Therevised listofcan- ficers rejected nomi- leaders have been re-
nomination papers for didates will be pub- nation papers of 66 jected by the returning
2024 general elections  lished on January 11 candidates for seven officers. Those whose
began on Monday. and candidature can National Assembly nomination papers
Election tribunals com- be withdrawn by seatsand 149nomina- have been rejected in-
prising judges of high January 12, read the tions papers for 14 clude former Punjab

courts are hearing ap- schedule. Election Punjab ~Assembly health minister Dr
peals. According to symbols will be allot-  seats. . . Yasmin  Rashid,
the schedule issued by  ted to political parties An Election Tri- Akhtar Mengal,
the Election Commis- on Jan 13 and voting bunal comprising Jus- Fawad Chaudhary and
sion (ECP), appeals willbe heldthroughout tice Mirza Wagqas his wife Hiba Fawad,
can be filed till Janu- the country on Febru- Rauf and Justice Azam Swati, Zulfigar
ary 3 as the process of ary 8. The election Chaudhry Abdul Aziz Mirza, Fahmida Mirza

schedule was an-
nounced by the ECP
on Dec 15 detailing
how the process

scrutiny of nomination

papers completed on

Saturday (Dec 30).
Appellate tribu-

is hearing appeals.
The nomination

papers of Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

and e son. Sl
nomination papers of
former interior mis
ter Sheikh Rashid
nals, headed by judges would be completed. founder and vice Ahmed havealsobeen
of high courts, will It may be recalled chairman Shah rejected.

IAF crash history: 534 incidents, 152 pilots
lostin 30 years: report

ing general Bipin Rawat.

The incident under-
scored the urgency fora
thorough review of
safety protocols and
equipment maintenance
within the defense
forces.

More recent inci-
dents include the colli-
sion and destruction of
US 300 and Mirage 2000
in Madhya Pradesh in
January 2023.

Additionally, on
March 8,2023,an Indian
Navy helicopter met a
tragic fate as it sank in
the Arabian Sea, further
emphasizing the need for

NEW DELHI (INP): The

comprehensive mea-
sures to enhance safety
and prevent such ca-
lamities.

As the Indian Air
Force contends with its
position at the forefront
of air accidents, calls for
heightened scrutiny,

training reforms,
and technological up-
grades resonate within
defense circles.

‘The nation mourned
the loss of skilled pilots
and military personnel
while urging authorities
to address the root
causes behind these dis-
tressing incidents.

cidents, with pilot negli-
gence and concerns
over the quality of ma-
chinery emerging as sig-
nificant issues.

Back in 2012, the
then Indian defence min-
isterinformed parliament
about the alarming situ-
ation, revealing that
more than half of India's
MiG-21 fleet had been
lost to accidents.

The gravity of the
situation came to the
forefront in December
2021, when an Indian
helicopter crashed, re-
sulting in killing of 13
milary officers, includ-

Indian Air Force (IAF)
has grappled with a con-
cerning trend of air acci-
dents, totalling 534 inci-
dents, resulting in the
tragic loss of 152 Indian
pilots in the last three
decades, says a report.

Over the past five
years alone, 45 accidents
claimed the lives of 42
pilots, shedding light on
the persistent challenges
faced by India’s aviation
sector.

Preliminary investi-
gations point towards a
combination of factors
contributing to these in-

ISLAMABAD: Jamal Shah, Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture inaugu-|
Shah Alla Ditta Caves development, conservation & preservation project.

McDonald's Malaysia sues boycott move-
ment over allegations of Israel ties

JAKARTA  (INP): filed on December 19, pensate for the losses it of the defendants’ ac-
McDonald's Malaysia McDonald's Malaysia has suffered as a result tions."

has filed a lawsuit licensee Gerbang Alaf

against a local boycott Restaurants Sdn Bhd ac- W TevoeRnorce | (o
group, BDS Malaysia, for ~ cused BDS Malaysia of JENDERNGTICE @),

YS 2324123695“ Note: In All Procurcments of GOB Whether
Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory
For Al Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic Public

inciting the public to
boycott McDonald's
outlets in the country
through a series of so-
cial media posts. The

defamation over social
media posts linking the
fast-food chain to
Israel's military offensive
in Gaza that it says hurt

Zhub@ Lorala nvies bids from Elitl Bidders for oxecon of
following works for the Year 2023 based on Composile schedule

T " Te Fe 1
business. The lawsuit posts, it alleged, linked ?Q‘Zi,”ﬁ"" Pacanag R T Fo KA 21 D
secks damages of 6 mil- the fast-food franchise, SNO Rt e
lion ringgit (S131 mil- n HutatongioMalk  3000,000%
Tion). ) to Isracl's " dal | Sorete
Malaysia,a Muslim-  war against P Procuremerts shall b mae under he Selotistn Puslc
majority country, has in Gaza". Procuremen. Rules — 2014 Eligibilty of Bidders: Presance in

P oo TN GAnei usinel s sckieaby
: . rocuring agency of Pakisian. Balochistan Revenue Author

leges that 1‘1"? }"(’iyw“ B e e}
campaign has led (0 a | Assignment of simiarnature of work. Tum over of at east 2,100,000
loss of profits and job | PKR Amount ind subsequenl previous years showing financial

" | capacity ofthe frm. Procedure OF Procurement:Singi Stage One
C“{‘S.d“chto ‘Cducfid 3" Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
erating hours and clo- | ecompany Bid Security in the form cf Deposit at Call of 2 %
sures of some of its res- | spacifed above i the name of the under-signed from a scheduled

been a vocal critic of
Israel's actions in Gaza
and has supported calls
for boycoits of Israli
and companies per-
ceived as supporting Is-
rael. BDS Malaysia is a

The company al-

local chapter of the Boy-  taurants. bank. Tender Documents: The bidding cocuments can be cblained
tt, "The fals d defa- from the office of the under-signed 1,0 Issuance of tender
cott, ¢ false and detfa- | pocyments: From the date of publication of NIT to 12 January‘
Divestment, and matorystatements made | 2024during office_hours on working days Last Date of bid

a
submission: The Tencers mus e suglted atetby 12 January
20241 10:30 AM. Tender opening: Al lenders il be opened or
same day at the offce of the under signed at 11: ddress:

e ofihe Conservalorof Forests Loralai Phone no: 0824560691
Email:Conservatorof Forests LORALAI

Sanctions (BDS) move-
ment, which advocates
for non-violent pressure
on Israel to end its occu-
pation of Palestinian ter-
ritories and comply with
international law.

Ina writof summons

by thé defendants have
caused significant dam-
age to the plaintiff's
reputation and busi-
ness," the writ of sum-
mons states. "The plain-
Giff seeks damages of 6
million ringgit to com-

CONSERVATOR OF FOREST
ZHOB AT LORALAI

Sregoh (@b
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Shehbaz summoned by commission
probing Faizabad sit-in

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
prime minister and President of
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Shehbaz
Sharif was summoned by com-
mission probing Faizabad sit-
inon Monday.

According to details,
Shehbaz Sharif has been sum-
moned by the Faizabad probe
commission as the then-Punjab
chief minister.

The PML-N President has
been asked to appear before
the probe commission on Janu-

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, former
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) Lt.General (retired) Faiz
Hameed and others have al-
ready been summoned by the
commission for recording of
their statements.

On November 08, 2017,
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP) had organized a sit-in at
Faizabad interchange against
the amendments in the Elec-
tion Bill 2017, changing the
word oath to declaration.

The protesters demanded

tenntion of thet n

ary 3 to record his

It should be mentioned
here that the government
formed a new commission to
probe the Faizabad sit-in after
report of the fact-finding com-
mittee was rejected.

Former prime minister

ister for Law and Justice Zahid
Hamid to “protect the identity
of the country”.

As aresult of the protest,
the then PML-N government
had to sack its law minister
Zahid Hamid. The Supreme

Court had taken suo motu no-
tice of the sit-in on November
21,2017.

Later, a division bench led
by Justice Qazi Faez Isa on
February 6,2019, unveiled its
verdict in the sit-in case, criti-
cizing the role of intelligence
agencies in the saga,

Soon after assuming office
of the chief justice of Pakistan
(CJP) in September, last year,
Justice Isa listed for hearing
the petitions that had been filed
against the SC’s February
2019 verdict.

OnNovember 1, the bench
rejected the fact-finding com-
mittee formed by the govern-
ment to investigate the matter
and ordered it to forma com-
mission of inquiry to unveil the
mastermind behind the sit-in.

QUETTA: Chairman All Pakistan Mazddor Goods Transport Mir Nawab Mengal|
addressing a press conference.

Indian troops martyred 120 Kashmiris
ncluding four women and as many boys
during the year 2023

ISLAMABAD (INP): Indian
troops in their unabated acts of
state terrorism martyred 120 inno-
cent Kashmiris including four
women and as many boys during
the year 2023 in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK).

According to a report re-
leased by the Research Section
of Kashmir Media Service (KMS),
today, 41 of the martyrs were
killed in fake encounters and cus-
tody.
The Indian police also killed
one Hindu in custody in Jourian
police station in IIOJK and an-
other Hindu was killed by Indian
troops in Showara Khour
Akhnoorarea of Jammu district.

The report said, the killings
by the troops, paramilitary and
police personnel rendered 18
women widowed and 58 children
orphaned while 7 women were
molested, abused or disgraced by
the Indian forces during the year.
It said that Indian forces de-
stroyed 13 residential houses and
structures in the territory.

The report pointed out that
at least 107 persons were injured
due to the use of brute force while
3,610 people, including Hurriyat
leaders, activists, students, and
women were arrested during
house raids and cordon and
search operations by Indian
troops and police personnel in the
territory. Many of those were ar-
rested under black laws, Public

Safety Act (PSA) and Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act

2

Among the detainees of the
year include APHC leaders Bilal
Siddiqui, Shabbir Ahmed Dar,
Firdous Ahmed Shah, Jahangir
Ghani Butt, Saleem Nanaji, Sajad
Hussain Gul, Muhammad Yasin
Butt, Shamsuddin Rehmani, Umar
AdilDar, Maulana Sarjan Barkati,
Hassan Firdousi, journalist Irfan
Mehraj and Majid Hyderi.

‘The Indian authorities did not
allow people to offer Friday
prayers for 11 times at the historic
Jamia Masjid in Srinagar besides
disallowing other religious func-
tions like Shab-c-Baraat, Shabe
Qadr and Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(SAW) gatherings in the occu-
pied territory.

The report said that resis-
tance leaders, including APHC
Chairman Masarrat Aalam Butt,
Muhammad Yasin Malik, Shabbir
Ahmed Shah, Nayeem Ahmed
Khan, Aasiya Andrabi, Naheeda
Nasreen, Fehmeeda Sofi, Ayaz
Muhammad Akbar, Peer Saifullah,
Raja Merajuddin Kalwal, Shahid-
ul-Islam, Farooq Ahmed Dar, Syed
Shahid Yousuf, Syed Shakeel
Yousuf and human rights de-
fender Khurrum Parvaiz contin-
ued to remain in detention in
Delhi’s Tihar Jail in fake cases.

The report maintained that
over 4,000 people, including
Mushtaqul islam, Maulvi Bashir
Ahmed, Zaffar Akbar Butt, Dr

Hameed Fayaz, Muhammad
Yousuf Falahi, Muhammad Rafiq
Ganai, Dr Muhammad Qaslm
Fakhtoo, Ghulam Qadir Butt, Dr
Shafi Shariyatee, Showkat
Hakeem,

‘Assadullah  Parrey,
Merajuddin Nanda, Hayat Ahmad
Butt, Feroz Ahmad Darand Noor
Muhammad Fayaz, remained in
different jails of IIOJK and India
under the black laws, Public
Safety Act (PSA) and Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA).

At least 14 Kashmiri Muslim
employees were suspended or ter-
minated from their services by the
BIP regime.

Atleast, 72 properties includ-
ing agricultural lands, house and
shops were attached by the Modi
regime in the territory to silence
the voice for right to self-determi-
nation.

The report said that in the
month of December 2023 alone,
Indian troops martyred seven
Kashmiris and of those 3 in cus-
tody. At least 97 youth including
women werearrested in the month.
The report pointed out that since
5th August 2019, when Modi-led
Hindutva government revoked
the special status of IIOJK, Indian
troopshave  martyred 852
Kashmiris till date. It added that
96,285 Kashmiris have fallen to
the Indian bullets and extra Judi-
cial killing during the last 35 years
in the occupied territory.

CDA to facilitate citizens via state-of-
the-art fast-track services

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Capital
Development Authority’s (CDA)
Building Control Directorate has
introduced state-of-the-art fast-
track service by modernizing the
system of providing amenities to
the citizens.

In this context, CDA started
to ensure the approval of the
building plan in the facilitation
centre on the fast track. Under this
modern and fastest system, resi-
dential buildings of 356 yards will

now be approved with an addi-
tional fee of Rs 20,000 thousand
with required documents within
two days, while residential build-
ings larger than 356 yards will be
approved with a fee of Rs 30,000
thousand.

Meanwhile, commercial
buildings up to 10000 square
yards willalso be approved within
three days. A separate desk has
also been established for all these
matters. It should be noted that

the citizens coming to this place
willnot have to wait in the line of
one window separately.

Similarly, arrangements have
been made to set a good environ-
ment for the citizens who will visit
here.

Afterreceiving the token, the
citizens who come to the fast track
service will be able to go to the
relevant desk on their number and
will get their case processed by
the relevant desk.

HYDERABAD: People are enjoying boat ridding th Indus River Jamshoro.

LAHORE Caretaker ChlefMlmster Punjab Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi presents caretaker Prime,
n the Business Facilitation Centerin Lahore.

ster Anwaar-ul-Hag K

Senate adopts resolutions about negative
propaganda against armed forces, reforms in
higher education curriculum

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Senate of Pakistan on Monday
adopted two resolutions rec-
ommending the government to
award strict punmhmenl to
those involved in negative pro-
paganda against armed forces
and ensurereformin the higher
education curriculum to apprise
students of the consequences
and risks of drug usage.
Sponsored by PPPP Sena-
tor Bahramand Khan Tangi, a
resolution recommended the
government to take nq ry
steps to award severe punish-
ment as per law to those in-
volved in malicious propaganda
against the armed forces and
other security agencies on vari-
ous social media platforms.
According to the text of
the amended resolution, “Cog-
nizant of the huge sacrifices of

Armed forces and other
rityagencies in the war against
terror and for the Defence and
protection of the country’s bor-

TS

Acknowledging the fact
that strong army and other se-
curity agencies is indispensable
for the Defence of the coun-
try, especially in view of the
hostile neighborhood; Express-
ing deep concern on the nega-
tive and malicious propaganda
against the armed forces and
other security agencies on vari-
ous social media platforms;
The Senate of Pakistan, there-
fore, recommends to the Gov-
ernment to take necessary
steps to award severe punish-
ment as per law”.

BAP Senator Samina
Mumtaz Zehri moved another
resolution recommending the

government to take immediate
steps to cater needs of all stu-
dents with diverse cultural
backgrounds and to reformthe
higher education curriculumto
apprise students of the conse-
quences and risks of drug us-
age.

Italso demanded to devise
amonitoring mechanism in all
the universities for enforce-
ment of the ‘Policy on Drug
and Tobacco Abuse in Higher
Education Institutions 2021” in
letter and spirit.

Another resolution of PTI
Senator Seemee Ezdi was not
taken up due to the absence of
lawmaker which recom-
mended the government to pri-
oritize climate change projects
in its development Budget and
allocate sufficient funds for cli-
mate change adaptation.

PRs generates Rs 41 bln revenue in
first half of FY 2023-24

KARACHI (INP): Pakistan Rail-
ways has generated has gener-
ated record revenuc of Rs41 bil-
lion in first half of financial year
2023 24 with increase of Rs 13 bil-

agamsl same period of last

ChiefExceutive Offcer(CEO)
of Pakistan Railways, Aamir
Baloch said, “Things will get bet-
ter after the launch of the MLI
project.”

He furtherstated thatthe time-
liness of salary disbursements for
railway employees has been im-

proved, ensuring that delays have

been minimized, and payments will
be disbursed timely.

CEO PRs Aamir Baloch ex-
pressed that this year the railway
will try to further enhance its ser-
vices and an expansion of travel
facilities.

Last year in December, Paki-
stan Railways has significantly
raised the Right of Way (ROW)
charges for a single-track cross-
ingto Rs. 3.8 million for five years
which would help the department
to generate more revenue.

Historically, Pakistan Rail-
ways charged Rs. 100,000 per track

crossing for 10 years when
telecom operators installed fiber
broadband, the state news agency
reported.

2007, they said the charges
were increased to Rs. 2.7 million
for five years, as the use of fiber
broadband expanded.

However, in 2022, the PTI-led
government reduced the crossing
charges to Rs. 600,000 per cross-
ing for a lifetime to promote fiber
broadband.

They said that in contrast,
cable TV operators continue to
pay only Rs. 100 per year.
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Fewlakh taxpayers can’t run country with
240 mln population: Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABAD, Jan 01 (INP):
Former President of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI), Dr. Shahid
Rasheed Butt has said that a few
lakh taxpayers cannot run a
country having a population of
240 million.

In a statement issued on
Monday, he said that paying
taxes was not only the respon-
sibility of the salaried and poor
classes, while the rich and in-
fluential have been given a free
ride. Shahid Rasheed Butt said
that those who earn millions and
billions were kept out of the tax
net for political favours which
has ruined the country.

The elements that distort
the economy for personal inter-
ests should be dealt with strictly;
otherwise, the country will be
dependent on borrowing while
the masses will never get any
relief, he added.

The business leader said
that a country cannot survive

where the majority of people

were outside the tax net, and a
large number of big business-
men think it was better to give
donations to politicians instead
of paying taxes to the govern-
ment. He said that business
should be allowed in the coun-
try, but looting in the name of
business should not be allowed.

Shahid Rasheed said that a
report by an international orga-
nization has revealed that there
were only five industrial sectors
in Pakistan that steal taxes
worth Rs 956 billion annually,
which include real estate, tea,
cigarettes, tires, and pharma-
ceuticals. He added that forty
per cent of the economy was
with retailers and wholesalers,
who pay negligible taxes while
smuggling under the guise of
transit trade has become a par-
allel economy.

Only the poor and salaried
class remains in the tax net, and
they were subjected to harsh
taxation which was regrettable,
he said.

The business leader noted
that our tax system has been
faced with several challenges,
including low tax-to-GDP ratios,
a narrow tax base, and high
rates of tax evasion. According
to the World Bank, Pakistan’s
tax-to-GDP ratio was only
10.4% in 2020, which was sig-
nificantly lower than the aver-
age of 15.3% for countries in
the South Asian region.

Economists have proposed
that a low-rate, flat, broad-
based, and predictable tax re-
gime can help Pakistan over-
come these challenges and
achieve greater economic
growth and development.

Shahid Rasheed said that
the Federal Board of Revenue
has decided to include 1.5 mil-
lion people in the tax net, includ-
ing doctors, engineers, lawyers,
and other businessmen who
avoid paying taxes. This was a
welcome step that needs to be
implemented with full force, he
demanded.




