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SC Upholds Disqualification Of Ex-Finance
Minister Balochistan

Dawood Ahmed:
ISLAMABAD: In a sig-

nificant ruling, the Supreme
Court of Pakistan has dis-
missed a petition seeking the
withdrawal of disqualification
for the former provincial fi-
nance minister of Balochistan,
Khalid Langove, to participate
in the upcoming general elec-
tions. The decision was made
by a 3-member bench headed
by Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa.

During the hearing, the
petitioner’s lawyer argued that
Khalid Langove intended to
participate in the general elec-
tions, and thus, the decision of
disqualification should be sus-
pended. However, the court
maintained that a candidate
cannot contest elections while
facing a suspended punish-
ment.
Langove Wants To Loot
Again In Balochistan?

Asks CJ Qazi
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa

highlighted the gravity of the
case, pointing out that a sub-

stantial amount of money was
seized from Longo’s residence.
A staggering 2 billion 24 crore
91 lakh rupees were confis-
cated, and the former minister
was handed a relatively lenient
sentence of only 26 months.
The Chief Justice expressed
concern over the seemingly
inadequate punishment, stating
that individuals like Langove,
associated with large-scale fi-

nancial misconduct, should be
barred from participating in
elections.
CJ Questioned Lenient
Punishment To Langove

The court further empha-
sized that Langove’s actions,
including the discovery of sub-
stantial amounts of domestic
and foreign currency loaded

onto trucks and taken away
from his residence, painted him
as an enemy of Balochistan.
The Chief Justice questioned
the reasoning behind the com-
paratively lenient punishment,
stating that such individuals
should be kept away from the
political arena.
SC Decision Sends

Strong Message
Justice Qazi Faiz Isa went

on to inquire whether the in-
tention of contesting elections
was to gain further opportuni-
ties for financial misconduct,
suggesting that Longo’s past
actions raised concerns about
his commitment to the well-
being of Balochistan.

This decision by the Su-
preme Court sends a strong
message against corruption
and financial malpractices, em-
phasizing the need to uphold the
integrity of the electoral pro-
cess by keeping individuals
with questionable records
away from the political arena.

Election Tribunal  Allows
Candidates for Contest

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: The Election
Tribunal in Balochistan has ap-
proved for more than twelve
candidates to participate in the
upcoming general elections.
The tribunal, led by senior
judges Justice Muhammad
Hashim Khan Kakar and Jus-
tice Amir Nawaz Rana of the
Balochistan High Court, ad-
dressed over 100 appeals.
Across Balochistan, as in other
regions, returning officers over-
seeing fair elections rejected
numerous nomination papers
due to issues such as unpaid
utility bills.
Tahir Mehmood, Khaliq

Hazara, Majeed
Achakzai Allowed To

Contest Polls
Seven appeals challenging

the rejection of nomination pa-
pers were successfully ac-
cepted by the tribunal, allow-
ing candidates like Abdul
Khaliq Hazara (HDP), Tahir
Mehmood Khan (PPP),
Ahmed Nawaz Baloch (BNP),
Mehmood Khan Sherani,

Mufti Gulab (JUI-F), Zakir
Hussain Kasi, and Muhammad
Hussain to participate in the
elections. Notably, Sardar
Akhtar Mengal (BNP),
Khushal Khan Kakar
(PNAP), and Nawab Ayaz
Khan Jogezai (PKMAP) had
their nomination papers re-
jected by the returning officer
on one constituency.
Mengal Yet To Chal-
lenge ROs Decision

Sardar Akhtar Mengal has
expressed intent to challenge
the rejection in court, but no
formal appeal has been lodged
with the election tribunal in
Balochistan as of now. The
hearing drew the attention of
supporters from various politi-
cal parties, anxiously awaiting
the tribunal’s decisions at the
Balochistan High Court pre-
mises. To ensure security, strict
measures were taken by the
Quetta administration in antici-
pation of the tribunal’s pro-
ceedings, aiming to prevent
any untoward incidents during
the hearing.

No Bat Electoral Symbol For PTI
PESHAWAR: The Peshawar

High Court (PHC) on Wednesday
restored the Election Commission
of Pakistan’s December 22 order
which had deemed the PTI’s in-
tra-party polls “unconstitutional”
and revoked the party’s iconic
‘bat’ electoral symbol.

The verdict, reserved earlier
in the day, was announced by Jus-
tice Ejaz Khan on ECP’s review
petitions. The decision comes as
a blow for the party which has al-
leged it is not being provided a
level playing field in the run-up to
the general election.

In case a party fails to obtain
an election symbol through a ju-
dicial intervention, its candidates
have to contest for the national
and provincial assemblies’ seats
as independents. In that case, it
would not be possible for them to
join the PTI, even after winning
the elections, because they can
only join a party duly enlisted with
the ECP.

In that scenario, they may
face pressure to join other parties,
with no fear of losing their seats
under the defection clause. The
PTI has stated it will approach the
SC against today’s verdict.

On December 22, the ECP had
decided against letting PTI retain
its electoral symbol for the Febru-
ary 8 election, saying that it had
had failed to hold intra-party polls
— which saw Barrister Gohar
Khan becoming the PTI chairman
— in accordance with its prevail-
ing constitution and election
laws.

Subsequently, the PTI had
approached the PHC. On Dec 26,
the PHC had suspended till Jan 9
the ECP’s declaration of the PTI’s
intra-party polls as unconstitu-
tional as well as the subsequent
revocation of the ‘bat’ symbol. It

had also noted that general elec-
tions were scheduled for Febru-
ary 8 and the last date for allot-
ment of election symbols was
January 13.

On Saturday, the electoral
watchdog had filed a review peti-
tion in the PHC. At the previous
hearing, ECP lawyers argued that
the court had overstepped its ju-
risdiction by suspending the
commission’s declaration on PTI’s
intra-party polls and the subse-
quent revocation of its election
symbol. The written order issued
by the PHC, a copy of which is
available with Dawn.com, said
that the PTI had challenged the
ECP order but due to winter vaca-
tions, a divisional bench was un-
available to hear the plea.

“Therefore, to the extent of
interim relief, the same was fixed

and placed before a single bench
of Dec 26 and the desired interim
relief was granted to it,” it said.

It said that the ECP had ar-
gued that it was not provided an
opportunity of hearing, while the
interim relief granted to the PTI
amounted to “grant of final relief
which is not permissible under the
law”. The order said that the
learned counsels for both the par-
ties had raised substantial legal
questions but the same could not
be addressed by the court as the
“main writ petition is pending ad-
judication before this court”.

It said that the decision to
suspend the ECP order was being
recalled as it was passed without
providing any opportunity of
hearing to the ECP, it amounted
to “final relief for all legal, factual
and practical purposes”, the as-

pect of its effectiveness beyond
the court’s territorial jurisdiction
was not taken into consideration,
and it had hindered the “smooth
process” of the election process.

“In view of the above, the
interim order of this court passed
in favour of the writ petitioner/PTI
is hereby recalled/vacated and
consequently the ECP is directed
to proceed with the election pro-
cess as per its constitutional man-
date […],” the order said.

Speaking to the media out-
side Adiala Jail shortly after the
verdict was announced, PTI’s
Barrister Gohar Khan said.  he had
met with party founder Imran
Khan for consultation on party
tickets. Commenting on the PHC’s
verdict, he said that it was the
“biggest reflection of the ECP’s
bias”. News Desk.

Double Tragedy: Abro Tribe
Members Gunned Down Near

Usta Muhammad
From Our Correspondent:

USTA Muhammad: In a
shocking incident near Usta
Muhammad Sadabahar Hotel, two
members of the Abro tribe lost
their lives in a fatal firing. Sohrab
Ali Abro and Dilamrad Abro suc-
cumbed to gunshot wounds on
the spot. The assailant managed
to escape the scene, leaving the
city in a state of unrest. Prelimi-
nary investigations point towards
tribal enmity as the motive behind
this heinous act.

City police swiftly responded
to the distress call, arriving at the
scene to secure the area.

The bodies of the victims
were carefully transferred to the
Civil Hospital Usta Muhammad
for post-mortem examinations and
further legal procedures.

As the investigation intensi-
fies, authorities are leaving no
stone unturned to apprehend the

perpetrator responsible for this
brutal crime. The incident has sent
shockwaves through the Abro
community, prompting concerns
about the underlying tensions
that led to the tragic loss of two
lives. The police are urging any-
one with information related to the
incident to come forward and as-
sist in the ongoing investigation.
The city remains on high alert as
law enforcement agencies work
tirelessly to bring justice to the
grieving Barro tribe and restore
peace to the affected community.

BRA Achieves 40% Growth Target
News Desk:

Chairperson of the Balochistan
Revenue Authority (BRA), Mr.
Noor Ul Haq Baloch stated that,
“BRA has achieved an outstand-
ing 40% growth in revenue col-
lection during the first six months
of the financial year 2023-24, over-
coming significant economic chal-
lenges”.

The total collection stands at
an impressive Rs.12.2 billion, com-
prising Rs.9.8 billion from the
Balochistan Sales Tax on Services
(BSTS) and Rs.2.4 billion from
Cess, Mr Baloch added.

In a press release about the
revenue collection by BRA, it was
stated that a remarkable highlight
is the substantial growth in Cess
collection, reaching Rs.2.4 billion
from July to December this year, a
staggering 90% increase com-
pared to the same period last year
when Rs.1.3 billion was collected.
Additionally, the BRA has suc-
cessfully gathered Rs.57.3 million
for the Worker’s Welfare Fund,
marking a historic achievement.
This extraordinary success is at-
tributed to the visionary leader-
ship and diligent efforts of the
management team at the Author-
ity.  Their strategic planning, in-
novative approaches, and unwa-

vering commitment to optimizing
revenue streams have played a
pivotal role in achieving these re-
markable results.

BRA Acknowledges
Taxpayers’ Commitment
and Plans Future Success

Expressing gratitude, the Au-
thority extends its deepest appre-
ciation to the conscientious tax-
payers who have consistently ful-
filled their tax obligations, show-
casing a strong sense of civic re-
sponsibility.  The proactive par-
ticipation of the public has been a
cornerstone of this revenue surge,
reflecting a harmonious partner-
ship between the government.

FM Jilani reaffirms commit-
ment to ‘mutually beneficial

ties’ with Afghanistan
KANDAHAR: In a meeting

with senior Afghan Taliban offi-
cia l Mullah Shir in Akhund on
Wednesday, interim Foreign Min-
ister Jalil Abbas Jilani reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to “con-
tinued engagement and mutually
beneficial ties with Afghanistan”.

In a post on social media plat-
form X, FM Jilani said he had a
“productive meeting” with
Akhund, who is the governor of
Kandahar and the strategic intel-
ligence deputy of the Afghan de-
fence ministry. “Also stressed im-
peratives of addressing all issues
to harness full potential for trade
and connectivity,” he said. Earlier
in the day, the Afghan embassy
said that the sixth meeting of the
Afghanistan-Pakistan Joint Coor-
dination Committee would take
place in Islamabad today. It said
that Akhund would be leading the
Afghan delegation. “During this
meeting, as a follow-up to previ-
ous sessions, partic ipants will

engage in discussions and make
essential decisions concerning
the resolution of potential con-
flicts along the Durand Line and
the establishment of essential fa-
cilities for people on both sides,”
it had said. Akhund, a key figure
in the Afghan Taliban, has played
various roles in the group’s mili-
tary and political spheres. His
close ties to the senior leadership
and involvement in significant
Taliban activities make him a
prominent and influential member
of the Afghan rulers’ leadership
structure. He has previously been
engaging with Pakistan and is
known to have liaised with the
TTP on behalf of the Taliban ad-
ministration. Today’s meeting be-
tween Jilani and Akhund comes
at a time when relations between
the two countries have suffered
due to a spike in terrorist attacks,
mostly claimed by the outlawed
militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) group. News Desk.

Jameel Baloch Leads From Front
From Our Correspondent:

In a daring move to eradicate
anti-social elements, Deputy
Commissioner Kachhi, Captain (R)
Jameel Ahmed, has spearheaded
a relentless operation.

 Displaying exemplary lead-
ership, Captain Ahmed has taken
the forefront, leading by example
to boost the morale of the levies
force.

His bold initiative has not
only instilled confidence within

the law enforcement ranks but has
also become a beacon of inspira-
tion for the entire community. The
ongoing operation, under Captain
Ahmed’s strategic guidance, aims
to create a safer environment, free
from the clutches of criminal ele-
ments. The Deputy
Commissioner’s unwavering com-
mitment and hands-on approach
mark a significant milestone in the
region’s fight against crime.
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Election year
By Mahir Ali:

AROUND 40 coun-
tries representing almost
half the world’s popula-
tion will either elect new
rulers or endorse exist-
ing ones in  the year
ahead. This doesn’ t
mean we can look for-
ward to a global festival
of democracy.

The balloting spree
kicks off in Bangladesh
on Sunday, and is likely
to conclude with what is
billed as the most con-
sequential election of all
— the Nov 5 contest
that will decide whether
Donald Trump returns to
the helm of the unparal-
leled hegemonic power.

In between, there
will be polls in India, In-
donesia, Pakistan and
Russia, along with
Mexico and other na-
tions. A British election
need not be called until
2025, but Rishi Sunak is
expected to go early
given that, amid the ris-
ing stench of Tory in-
competence, his party’s
prospects are likely to
deteriorate. Although
Benjamin Netanyahu is
likely to  extend the
genocidal military cam-
paign in Gaza to avoid a
reckoning with voters
disenchanted by his fas-
cist government’s innu-

merable failings, any ex-
tended hiatus in Israel’s
war of aggression could
provoke circumstances
necessitating a fresh
election.

The unprecedented
bloodbath in Israeli-oc-
cupied territories will
also influence US elec-
tions. There is mounting
evidence that disen-
chantment among
younger America--ns,
including many who are
Jewish by faith or ances-
try, with the Biden
administration’s aid for a
Middle Eastern country
sla-u--gh tering hun-
dreds of civilians —
mostly  children and
women — every day will
deter them from helping
to re-elect Joe Biden.

Meanwhile, pro-Zi-
onist lobbyists and their
collaborators are deter-
mined to defeat the few
members of Congress
who dare speak up for
Palestinian righ ts or
question the subsidies
that help to sustain the
Israeli war machine. The
success rate of previous
efforts along these lines
is unimpressive, but the
trend is nonetheless a
cause for concern in a
country where cash is
often king in poll con-
tests.

Beyond that, there
is no guarantee that le-
gal or constitutional
challenges will thwart
Trump’s quest to be-
come only the second
president in US history
to serve non-contiguous
terms. Would his return
to the White House spell
the end of the world as
we know it, as sections
of the US media por-
tend? Perhaps. The ap-
palling state of the world
can hardly serve as an
advertisement for the
status quo, but the kind
of shake-up a second
Trump presidency might
entail offers even more
troubling possibilities.

The likelihood of
unwelcome eventualities
is widespread, however.
In the subcontinent, the
common factor is waves
of repression: the Awami
League in Bangladesh
(Hasina Wajed appears
to have blocked out
memories of her father’s
fate after he chose a simi-
larly authoritarian route),
the powers that be in Pa-
kistan and the Modi re-
gime in India are equally
determined to perpetuate
their rule. For varying
reasons all three are likely
to succeed. The next
president of Indonesia is
likely to be Prabowo

Subianto, a Suharto-era
general whose extended
record of atrocities
earned him a ban from
entering the US. But it
will undoubtedly be re-
scinded if he wins, as it
was for Modi.

In South Africa, the
African National Con-
gress — indelibly asso-
ciated with Nelson
Mandela, but hardly re-
flective of his ideals —
could deservedly lose
its majority after years of
poor governance and
corruption. For all its
flaws, though, the ANC
has consistently  sup-
ported the cause of Pal-
estinian liberation, and
its government de-
serves appreciation for
lodging a case against
Israeli genocide at the
International Criminal
Court last week.

The electoral trend
in Europe is broadly
from the centre right to
the far rig-ht, partly be-
cause, with minor excep-
tions, the left has effec-
tively ceased to exist.
Latin  America offers
clearer choices and, left
or right, Mexico will get
its first female president
this year. In Russia, all
possible alternatives to
Vladimir Putin have been
imprisoned or exiled, yet

a fatuous poll exercise is
deemed necessary to
provide a dubious
source of legitimacy.
War-torn Ukraine, under-
standably, won’t bother
with an election that was
due this year. It would
have garnered a lot more
sympathy had it
empathised with the kin-
dred plight of the infi-
nitely worse-off Pales-
tinians. But Volodymyr
Zelensky  left that to
Putin. The presidential
election in Taiwan next
week, reportedly skewed
by Chinese interference,
could determine not only
the island’s fate but that
of its region, depending
on the winner’s attitude
towards Beijing.

No election result is
likely to help divert the
planet from the fast lane
towards climate catas-
trophe, let alone reverse
the trend whereby ex-
treme poverty, hunger
and homelessness coex-
ist with billionaires, culi-
nary extravagance and
empty palaces. The
forces of the right can
only offer more of the
same, and the forces of
the left in most parts of
the world are either mori-
bund or minuscule.
Happy new year, any-
one?

Environmental Woes of Balochistan
Muhammad Jahangeer Kakar:

Environment and cli-
mate change are the pro-
spective strategic
gridlines that would de-
fine the international fra-
ternity of relations. The
prosperity and longev-
ity of nations around the
world would be both de-
fined and jeopardized by
the elements of environ-
mental preservation and
climate change manage-
ment. Pakistan in general
and the Balochistan, in
particular, are threatened
by the climate change
shifts and the thrones of
environmental degrada-
tion.

Balochistan attains
a peculiar nature both in
terms of geographic ex-
tension as well as the
various trends associ-
ated due to this expan-
sive bounty. It is the gift
of nature that we are
turning into a potential
curse.

The documentation
of environmental laws is
insufficient and not in
currency thereby mak-
ing it less effective be-
ing less responsive. The
inequality of law with
time and space has made
it hard for implementing
the environmental re-
strain  necessary to
cause a chance that one
would want to see
around intangible
meters. Other than the
Balochistan Environ-
mental Protection Act
2012, there are no rules,
regulations, or Provin-
cial Environmental Qual-
ity  Standards ever

framed that could regu-
late the issues of envi-
ronmental hazardous-
ness.

The insufficient law
further has given out a
polarized institutional
dichotomy which is also
affecting the dealing
with environment and
climate change as the
horrors of the near fu-
ture. The complete miss-
ing links between the
departments of the for-
est, agriculture, water
management, and envi-
ronment are not systemi-
cally and institutionally
addressed. Reason
would demand a
synergized level where
these various depart-
ments would focus on
working together with a
jointly hatched intu-
itional framework that
could allow for informa-
tion passage, initiatives
segmentation and avoid
parallelism in terms of
applications of actions.
This could also produce
joint results and could
gauge the grey areas.
The hollow base in terms
of legal terrain has raised
an infractious institu-
tional pyramid which is
aiming a cry in the wil-
derness.

Balochistan is a
land of mysterious habi-
tat. Its environmental is-
sues are multifaceted.
The long coast remains
unwatched in terms of
coastal and marine life
preservation. There is no
documented study that
has yet scaled and
mapped the condition of

the coastal life with the
mapping of various types
of marine and aquatic
species, the climate
record measurement, the
environmental condi-
tions and baselines, and
the quality of the marine
environment. There can
be said to be no institu-
tional arrangement mak-
ing one department com-
pletely responsible for
looking at these param-
eters.
Rapid industrial-
ization along the
coast in Lasbella,
Gwadar districts
going unchecked

The rapid industrial-
ization along the coast
and especially in  the
coastal districts of
Lasbella and Gwadar go
unchecked and are at
large as of this moment.
The industrialization is
good enough but its
goodness at the expense
of environmental degra-
dation would be a sorry
compromise we may be
intentionally or uninten-
tionally making up. The
Gaddani Shipbreaking
yard could one day result
as the Wuhan of China
as it hosts the most haz-
ardous activity of ship-
breaking which is like in-
viting the thick dirt of the
world to our clean, green,
and serene shores. The
cost-benefit analysis of
this and other such ac-
tivities along the cost re-
mains something yet to
be done though it has

been so long to have
been so earlier done.

Increasing
urbanization

another reason
for environ-

mental nuisance
The unchecked ur-

banization is  another
cause of environmental
nuisance. The dearth of
amenities and facilities
of life and livelihood
have pushed the rural
populace to shift and
center around the urban
centers of which the pro-
vincial capital city of
Quetta takes precedence
over all other cities of the
province. The city has
detonated into one large
stockpile of human pol-
lution without any town
planning, the invocation
of town management
rules, and facilities. The
air pollution caused by
transportation has been
on the ever-increasing
rise with no controls
over the fitness of ve-
hicles plied on the roads.
The lack of environmen-
tal fitness verification
and the customary traf-
fic licenses by the police
have thrown the envi-
ronmental hazards of
pollution in the back-
yard.

Deforestation
another reason for
the environmental

woes of
Balochistan

The depleting for-
est cover and the utterly
diminishing green areas
in the province are pos-
ing threats for the vari-
ety of flora and fauna in
the province.

Due to ineffective
efforts and plans by the
respective forest depart-
ment and agriculture de-
partment are making it
hard to implement the
designs of green
Balochistan.

The institutional ca-
pacity of meeting up the
challenges has to be well
complemented. Given
the typical public sector
organizational mode, it
would not be positive to
be expecting such a
grand change overnight.
The use of technology,
science, and research
through professionals
and academicians has to
form a leading front to
guide the entire body of
the policy cycle.

 It is late to attend
the call of change but it
would rather be more
chaotic if we still miss
this opportunity as we
missed others, many
times.
Environmental

Woes of
Balochistan

The writer is the Di-
rector-General Environ-
mental Protection
Agency (EPA)
Balochistan. Mr. Kakar
has been contributing to
express tribune and
other newspapers on
various issues.

Wisdom and Vision: Shaping
Balochistan’s Future in the

2024 Elections
Editorial:
As the political landscape of Balochistan gears up for the upcoming general
elections on February 8, 2024, the province finds itself at a crucial juncture,
facing multifaceted challenges that demand careful consideration and thoughtful
decision-making from its residents. The list of candidates vying for leadership
reflects the diverse voices and aspirations of the people, and voters must make
wise and informed choices for the betterment of the province and the nation.

Maulana Fazal ur Rehman’s decision to contest the elections in NA-265
comes at a time when the political dynamics in Dera Ismail Khan are undergo-
ing significant changes, with the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gaining mo-
mentum. The pressures and challenges in his home city have compelled the
Chief of Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUI) to step into the political arena, presenting
a unique opportunity for voters to evaluate his vision for addressing the is-
sues faced by the region.
Akhtar Mengal, Mehmood Achakzai, Dr. Malik Baloch, Jam Kamal, Nawab

Aslam Raisani Contesting Elections
Balochistan, with its vast and diverse population, is home to leaders with

distinct political affiliations. Mehmood Khan Achakzai of Pakhtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PKMAP), Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal of Balochistan National
Party (BNP), Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch of National Party (NP), former Chief Min-
isters, Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani, Jam Kamal Khan, Nawab Sanaullah
Zehri, Sardar Saleh Bhootani,  Khushal Khan Kakar of Pakhtunkhwa National
Awami Party (PNAP), and Maulana Muhammad Khan Sherani of Jamiat ul
Ulema e Islam Pakistan are among the prominent figures contesting in this
crucial election.

The province, however, grapples with persistent challenges, ranging from
backwardness and a sense of deprivation to issues related to education, health,
and the impending threat of climate change. The candidates must not only
articulate their plans for tackling these issues but also demonstrate a commit-
ment to fostering unity and collaboration to bring about positive change.

The Elected Leaders Must Prioritize Inclusive Policies
Backwardness and a sense of deprivation have long plagued Balochistan,

hindering its progress and development. The elected leaders must prioritize
inclusive policies that bridge the gaps between urban and rural areas, ensuring
equitable distribution of resources and opportunities.

Education and health are fundamental pillars of societal development.
The candidates should present comprehensive plans for improving the educa-
tion system, ensuring access to quality healthcare, and addressing the spe-
cific needs of Balochistan’s diverse population.

Looming Threat Of Climate Change Poses A Significant Threat To The
Province

Furthermore, the looming threat of climate change poses a significant
challenge to the province. Leaders must advocate for sustainable policies that
protect the environment, support local communities, and mitigate the adverse
effects of climate change on agriculture and livelihoods.

In this critical moment, voters hold the power to shape the future of
Balochistan and contribute to the progress of Pakistan as a whole. It is incum-
bent upon them to carefully evaluate the candidates’ platforms, assess their
commitment to addressing the pressing issues, and choose leaders who can
navigate the complexities of governance with vision and integrity.

The forthcoming elections provide an opportunity for Balochistan to rise
above political divides and work towards a future that prioritizes the welfare of
its people. By making a wise decision at the ballot box, voters can contribute to
building a stronger, more prosperous Balochistan that stands resilient in the
face of challenges, united in its pursuit of progress and development.

Forgotten schools
By Naseer Memon:

FLOOD devastation is
often characterised by
breached embankments,
collapsed houses, bro-
ken roads, loss of crops
and traumatised masses.
Sindh witnessed all
these forms of devasta-
tion in 2022. Conse-
quently, rehabilitation
initiatives have tried to
address these aspects.
But what has remained
missing from the debate
is the colossal loss to
schools and education.

An already frail edu-
cation system in Sindh
suffered a further set-
back as 20,000 schools
were partially or fully
damaged by the deluge
that deprived 2.3 million
students of schooling
for several months.
Some of these students
have resumed their edu-
cation in  dangerous,
damaged buildings ,
while others are study-
ing on makeshift pre-
mises.

 How much their
learning levels have
been impaired is
anyone’s guess.

E m b a n km e n t s ,
roads and houses are
being rehabilitated, but
repair and reconstruction
of schools have yet to
see the ligh t of day.
Sindh lost half of its
school infrastructure
built over 75 years. The
most upsetting fact is the
damage to 2,249, or 34
per cent, of government
schools for girls in a
province where rural fe-
male literacy is a mere
23pc. Before the floods,
toilets were present in
only 60pc of the schools,
and boundary walls in
55pc. Of this infrastruc-
ture, 72pc of the bound-
ary walls and 81pc of toi-
lets have been reduced
to rubble. Furniture and
other fixtures were dam-
aged when the premises
were converted into
camps for the flood vic-
tims.

Schooling, already
adversely affected by
Covid-19, was further
aggravated by the
floods. The magnitude of
loss warranted urgent at-
tention but the provin-

cial government and do-
nors appear to ignore the
situa-tion.

The provincial edu-
cation department con-
ducted an analysis of
the damages and an as-
sessment of the re-
sources required to re-
store these schools on
the principle of ‘building
back better’. Recon-
structing these schools
with a minimum of six
rooms requires Rs224
billion. But Sindh allo-
cated only Rs16.5bn in
the current budget for
the education
department’s develop-
ment schemes. It means
that the department
would need 13 years to
reconstruct all schools
damaged in the floods,
even if the development
budget for education
were to be diverted fully
towards this purpose.

Unfortunately, the
provincial and federal
governments have dis-
played apathy and have
been able to mobilise re-
sources for less than
one-third of the dam-
aged schools. Much of
this support has been
committed by donors.
Ironically, the committed
amount is not being
spent because of restric-
tions imposed by the
Election Commission of
Pakistan, which is un-
able to distinguish flood
rehabilitation works from
routine development
schemes. Its myopic ap-
proach has hindered the
restoration of schools.

With the huge bud-
getary gap, reviving
these schools seems a
distant dream.

The present con-
struction model of the
RCC (reinforced cement
concrete) structure is
neither climatically ap-
propriate nor cost-effec-
tive. A climate-proof and
financially frugal school
model is needed.

The model in vogue
costs Rs22m to Rs25m
for the construction of a
six-room school with a
lavatory and boundary
wall.

If girder T-iron is
used, with the
community’s direct in-

volvement and keeping
the contractors out, the
same building can be con-
structed for Rs3.5m. In
other words, seven cli-
mate-resilient schools
can be constructed for
the cost of one school by
replacing the contractor
with the community.

Community-con-
structed schools are
likely to infuse a sense of
ownership — a long-term
advantage. This ap-
proach has worked well
for rebuilding flood-dam-
aged houses. Climate-
sensitive structures also
require structural varia-
tions for adaptation to
climatic conditions and
specific vulnerabilities in
different areas. Making
uniform structures in
coastal, mountainous,
desert and riverine areas
is devo id of climate
sense. Most schools in
the flood-prone areas
were constructed in low-
lying areas where commu-
nity-donated land was
available. This practice of
constructing schools on
donated land has com-
promised site selection
— a major cause of dev-
astation during the
floods.

The Boxing Day tsu-
nami in the Southeast
Asian countries in 2004
and the earthquake of
2005 in Azad Kashmir and
its adjoining areas
prompted engineers to
rethink construction
models and develop safe
structures to mitigate the
impact of disaster.
Bangladesh, Vietnam, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, the Phil-
ippines and other coastal
countries have intro-
duced elevated struc-
tures with open-ground
storeys. Similarly erect-
ing retention walls to
protect low-lying schools
and constructing
schools on elevated
ground would make
structures climate-resil-
ient.

 Non-conventional
and low-cost climate-
proof structures can of-
fer long-term solutions to
the paucity of funding.
They can also help bring
millions of out-of-school
children into classrooms.

Economic turnaround moment?
By Najy Benhassine | Martin Raiser:

AFTER a commend-
able long period of un-
interrupted decline in
poverty rates, Pakistan’s
economy is now facing
one of its worst crises.
Poor policy choices,
combined with a series
of shocks — Covid 19,
the 2022 catastrophic
floods and adverse glo-
bal conditions —
caused growth to slow,
poverty to increase, and
brought the country to
the brink of debt default.

Moreover, human
development outcomes
remain at levels we see
in much poorer coun-
tries, while per capita in-
come growth has been
declining in the face of
low productivity and
high fertility.

These challenges
call for deep, sustained
reforms. We recently
launched Policy Notes,
which lay out our views
on what these should
entail. What we propose
is not new.

We and others have

made similar suggestions
before. What is different
this time is that the alter-
native of muddling
through with short-term
fixes and external financ-
ing is riskier and much
harder to pull off.

Many countries’
turnarounds have
emerged out of similar
crises. For Pakistan, too,
this could be an oppor-
tunity to address deep-
rooted issues that have
plagued the country’s
development for too
long.

First, Pakistan must
address its human capi-
tal crisis. Seven per cent
of children die before
their fifth birthday —
that is multiple times
higher than in compa-
rable countries. Forty
per cent of children un-
der five suffer from
stunted growth — more
than 50pc in poorer dis-
tricts.

Halving stunting
rates in a decade is fea-
sible, but will require a
shift from the traditional

focus on nutrition and
health only, to providing
wider access to clean
water and sanitation,
birth spacing services,
and improved living and
hygiene environments.

It will take strong
cross-sectoral and local
coordination, a national
mobilisation and
behavioural change cam-
paign, and investments
of close to 1pc of GDP
every year. A weak edu-
cation system com-
pounds the effects of
stunting: 78pc of 10-
year-old children are un-
able to read an age-ap-
propriate text, while over
20 million children are out
of school.

Second, to finance
improvements in service
delivery and human capi-
tal development, Paki-
stan must generate more
fiscal space. Tax collec-
tion has remained at a low
10pc of GDP for decades.
Abolishing expensive tax
exemptions and reducing
compliance costs alone
could quickly generate

about 3pc of GDP in
added revenues.

More could be
raised at the provincial
and local levels from
undertaxed sectors, like
real estate, agriculture,
and retail — potentially
raising another 3pc of
GDP. Expenditure sav-
ings could be achieved
by more efficient man-
agement of public re-
sources. Most loss-mak-
ing public enterprises
should be privatised.

Poorly targeted
subsidies in agriculture
and energy should be
cut, while protecting the
poorest. Overlaps be-
tween federal and pro-
vincial spending should
also be cut. These mea-
sures could provide sav-
ings of 3pc of GDP per
year.

Over time, bold fis-
cal reforms could poten-
tially generate more than
12pc of GDP in new fis-
cal space. This is three
times the additional re-
sources needed to ad-
dress human develop-

ment gaps — leaving
enough  resources to
raise public investments
in infrastructure and re-
duce public debt. But to
put Pakistan’s public fi-
nances on a more sus-
tainable footing will ulti-
mately not be possible
without stronger eco-
nomic growth.

Third, Pakistan
must strive for a more dy-
namic and open
economy. Current poli-
cies distort markets for
the benefit of a few,
while preventing pro-
ductivity growth. Fre-
quent overvaluation of
the currency coupled
with high tariffs lead
firms to focus on domes-
tic markets,
disincentivizing exports.

A challenging busi-
ness environment deters
investment, as does a
strong state presence in
contested markets. Tax
distortions also discour-
age productive invest-
ment and support non-
tradable sectors such as
real estate.
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US warns Israel, clarifies Gaza belongs
to Palestinians

Harvard president resigns after rows over
plagiarism, anti-Semitism

Doctors in England to hold longest
NHS strike ever

Another telling proof of Indian Army
leadership's incompetence

SRINAGAR (INP):
Several Indian Army
officers and officials
have been killed in at-
tacks by Kashmiri
freedom fighters in
2023, as the military
unleashed a wave of
cruelty on innocent
Kashmiris, violating
UN resolutions for de-
cades.

In 2019, India’s
BJP-led government
stripped off the special
status of occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
under Article 370 of its
constitution.

In December, Lt

General Sandeep Jain,
a three-star officer of
the Indian Army, was
dismissed over the kill-
ing of three citizens. Lt
Gen Navin Sachdeva
then took over the
charge of White
Knight Corps General
Officer Commanding
from Lt Gen Jain.

The Indian media
claimed the officer
was removed over
poor performance.

 Lt Gen Jain was
held responsible for
the death of fellow sol-
diers and innocent
Kashmiris.

On Dec 21, 2023,
four Indian soldiers
were killed in a terror-
ist attack in Rajouri.
The army had blamed
three innocent civilians
for the killings.

The Indian Army
had brutally tortured
the innocent
Kashmiris and
martyred them.

Later, their videos
were broadcast on so-
cial media, in which
the atrocities of the In-
dian army could be
seen.

The leadership of
the Indian Army

seems lacking in skills
and decision-making
powers.

The continuous
failure of the top army
leadership is proving to
be an embarrassment
for the forces.

The professional
incapability of the In-
dian Army’s top lead-
ership is proving disas-
trous for its soldiers
deployed in Kashmir.
Due to its incompe-
tence, the Indian
armed forces have
failed to suppress the
independent Kashmir
movement.

MASSACHUSETTS
(INP): The president
of Harvard University
resigned Tuesday after
coming under fero-
cious attack over pla-
giarism accusations
and her response to
anti-Semitism on cam-
pus amid the Israel-
Hamas conflict.

Claudine Gay was
criticized in recent
months after reports
surfaced alleging that
she did not properly
cite scholarly sources.
The most recent accu-
sations came Tuesday,
published anony-
mously in a conserva-
tive online outlet.

Gay was also en-
gulfed by scandal af-
ter she declined to say
unequivocally whether
calling for genocide of
Jews would violate
Harvard's code of
conduct, during testi-
mony to Congress
alongside the heads of
MIT and the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania
last month.

Gay, who made
history as the first
Black person to be
president of the pow-
erhouse university in
Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, said in her
resignation letter that
she'd been subjected
to personal threats and
"racial animus."

Her downfall
comes after the
university's governing
Harvard Corporation
had initially backed her
after the public rela-

tions disaster of the
congressional testi-
mony.

But the body did
criticize the
university's initial re-
sponse to the Hamas
October 7 attacks that
Israel said killed 1,140
people inside Israel
and saw around 240
people taken hostage.

Israel's offensive
has reduced much of
Gaza to rubble and
killed at least 22,185
people, mostly women
and children, according
to Gaza's health min-
istry.

More than 70 law-
makers, including two
Democrats, demanded
her resignation, while
a number of high-pro-
file Harvard alumni
and donors also called
for her departure.

Still, more than
700 Harvard faculty
members had signed a
letter supporting Gay
and her job had ap-
peared to be safe.

The resignation,
first reported by the
student-run newspa-
per the Harvard Crim-
son, was confirmed
shortly after by Gay
herself.

"It is with a heavy
heart but a deep love
for Harvard that I
write to share that I
will be stepping down
as president," Gay said
in a statement.

Gay also wrote
that she had faced
threats to her safety
and "racial animus" in

the wake of the furore
over her handling of
claims of mounting
anti-Semitism on cam-
pus.

The university's
governing Harvard
Corporation said that
Gay had "shown re-
markable resilience in
the face of deeply per-
sonal and sustained
attacks."

"While some of
this has played out in
the public domain,
much of it has taken
the form of repugnant
and in some cases rac-
ist vitriol directed at her
through disgraceful
emails and phone calls.
We condemn such at-
tacks."

In the United
States, the anti-
Semitism on campus
controversy came
amid a rise in attacks
and violent rhetoric tar-
geting Jews and Mus-
lims, including at uni-
versities, since the Is-
rael-Hamas war
erupted.

The president of
another elite Ivy
League institution, the
University of Pennsyl-
vania, had already
been forced to resign.

The House Re-
publican who chal-
lenged Gay out during
her testimony with the
question about
whether free speech
extended to calling for
genocide of Jews cel-
ebrated the latest
academic's downfall.

"Harvard knows

that this long overdue
forced resignation of
the antisemitic plagia-
rist president is just the
beginning of what will
be the greatest scan-
dal of any college or
university in history,"
said Representative
Elise Stefanik.

Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
of Israel, a close US
ally, has claimed that a
"whopping wave of
anti-Semitism" has
"seeped onto univer-
sity campuses."

Yad Vashem,
Israel's official Holo-
caust memorial, has
described it as a "can-
cer."

Former student
and multi-million-dollar
donor Bill Ackman
claimed in a letter to
Harvard's governing
boards that "President
Gay's failures have led
to billions of dollars of
cancelled, paused, and
withdrawn donations
to the university."

Gay, 53, was born
in New York to Haitian
immigrants and is a
professor of political
science who in July
became the first Black
president of 368-year-
old Harvard.

"Leadership fail-
ure and denial of anti-
Semitism have a price.
Hope glorious Harvard
University learns from
this dismal conduct,"
wrote new Israeli For-
eign Minister Israel
Katz in response to
Gay's departure.

LONDON (INP): Hospi-
tal doctors in England on
Wednesday begin their
longest consecutive
strike in the seven-de-
cade history of Britain's
National Health Service
(NHS).

Junior doctors --
those below consultant
level -- will walk out for
six days in a major esca-
lation of their long-run-
ning pay dispute with the
UK government.

The industrial ac-
tion comes at one of the
busiest times of the year
for the state-funded
NHS, when it faces in-
creased pressure from
winter respiratory ill-
nesses.

It also quickly fol-
lows a three-day strike
held by doctors just be-
fore Christmas.

The NHS said the
latest walkout, which
could see up to half of
the medical workforce on
picket lines, would have
"a significant impact on
almost all routine care".

"This January
could be one of the most
difficult starts to the
year the NHS has ever
faced," said its national
medical director, Stephen
Powis.

The strike starts at
7:00 am (0700 GMT) and
is due to end at the same
time on Tuesday Janu-
ary 9.

The British Medical
Association (BMA) an-
nounced the walkout in
December after a break-
down in talks with the
government.

The union said jun-
ior doctors have been
offered a 3.0-percent rise
on top of the average
8.8-percent increase
they were given earlier
this year.It rejected the
offer because the cash
would be split unevenly
across different doctor
grades and would "still
amount to pay cuts for
many doctors".

Junior doctors have
gone on strike at least
seven times since

March.
Prime Minister Rishi

Sunak and hospital lead-
ers have criticised the
action.

Health policy is a
devolved matter for the
administrations in Scot-
land, Wales and North-
ern Ireland, with the UK
government overseeing
England. Junior doctors
in Wales are due to walk
out for 72 hours from
January 15.

Those in Northern
Ireland have voted for
potential strike action.

Their Scottish coun-

terparts have struck a
deal with the govern-
ment in Edinburgh.

The NHS typically
sees a rise in the number
of people in hospital in
the two weeks after
Christmas, due to people
delaying seeking treat-
ment in order to spend
the festive season with
loved ones. The service
is already facing huge
backlogs in waiting times
for appointments and
surgery, blamed on treat-
ment postponement dur-
ing Covid but also years
of under-funding.

WASHINGTON (INP):
The United States re-
jected the inflammatory
and irresponsible state-
ments from Israeli Min-
isters Smotrich and Ben
Gvir and clarified there
should be no mass dis-
placement of Palestin-
ians from Gaza.

Far-right Israeli min-
isters Itamar Ben-Gvir
and Bezalel Smotrich
said this week that Israel
should “encourage emi-
gration” from the coastal
enclave, home to an esti-
mated 2.3 million Pales-
tinians. “If there are
100,000 or 200,000 Arabs
in Gaza and not two mil-
lion Arabs, the entire dis-
cussion on the day after
[the war ends] will be to-
tally different,” Smotrich
said on Sunday, calling
for the “voluntary migra-
tion” of Palestinians. The
Israeli army has said it is
"prepared for any sce-
nario" after a strike in
Beirut that killed Hamas's
deputy chief, stoking
fears the war in the Gaza
Strip could boil over into
wider regional conflict. A
high-level security offi-
cial in Lebanon told  for-
eign news agency that
Saleh al-Aruri was killed
along with his body-
guards in a strike by Is-
rael, which has vowed to
destroy Hamas after the
movement's shock Octo-
ber 7 attacks. A second
security official con-

firmed the information,
while Hamas TV also re-
ported Israel had killed
Aruri in Lebanon. Israeli
army spokesman Daniel
Hagari did not directly
comment on the killing,
but said afterwards that
the military was in "very
high state of readiness
in all arenas, in defence
and offence. We are
highly prepared for any
scenario."

Israel has previ-
ously announced the
deaths in Gaza of Hamas
commanders and offi-
cials during the war, but
Aruri is the most high-
profile figure to be killed,
and his death came in
the first strike on the
Lebanese capital since
hostilities began.

The strike adds to
widespread fears that
the nearly three-month-
old Israel-Hamas war
could become a wider re-
gional conflagration.

Hamas said Aruri's
death would not lead to
its defeat, while its Leba-
non-based ally
Hezbollah vowed the
killing would not go un-
punished, calling it "a
serious assault on Leba-
non... and a dangerous
development". Leba-
nese Prime Minister
Najib Mikati condemned
the killing and said it
"aims to draw Lebanon"
further into the war.
Aruri, who lived in exile,

is accused by Israel of
masterminding numer-
ous attacks.

Following his
death, Hamas chief
Ismail Haniyeh said that
a movement "whose lead-
ers fall as martyrs for the
dignity of our people and
our nation will never be
defeated".

Hamas's bloody Oc-
tober 7 attack on Israel
resulted in the deaths of
around 1,140 people,
most of them civilians.

Militants also took
around 250 hostages
back to Hamas-ruled
Gaza, of whom 129 remain
in captivity, according to
Israeli figures.

After the attack, the
worst in its history, Israel
began a relentless bom-
bardment and ground
offensive that has killed
at least 22,185 people,
mostly women and chil-
dren, according to Gaza's
health ministry. Israel's
army said soldiers in
Gaza had killed "dozens
of terrorists" in fighting
on Tuesday, and had
also raided a weapons
storage compound in
the southern city  of
Khan Yunis. In the after-
math of a strike on the
Nuseirat refugee camp in
central Gaza, Palestin-
ians rushed to rescue
victims and retrieve bod-
ies from the rubble.
"There are about 12 mar-
tyrs until now, mostly

children. What was their
fault? Among them my
one-month-old son,
what did he do to Israel?"
asked Ghazi Darwish.
"My other son is five
years old, he was also
martyred."

Further south in
Khan Yunis, the Pales-
tine Red Crescent Soci-
ety said Israel had twice
struck its headquarters,
resulting in "five casual-
ties and three injuries"
among displaced people
who had sought refuge
there and at a nearby
hospital. "They told us
to go to the south, which
is safe, but they are li-
ars," shouted Fathi al-
Af, pointing to his
wounded daughter on a
stretcher on the floor of
Nasser Hospital after the
Red Crescent strike. The
head of the World Health
Organization (WHO) de-
nounced the alleged
strikes as "unconscio-
nable". The strikes in
Khan Yunis continued
overnight into Wednes-
day morning, with the
Hamas health ministry
reporting "numerous"
deaths. United Nations
agencies have voiced
alarm over Gaza's spiral-
ling humanitarian crisis,
which has left 2.4 million
people under siege, most
of them displaced and
crowded into shelters
and tents during winter
rains.

QUETTA: Ruet-e-Hilal Committee Chairman Abdul Khabir Azad addressing a press
conference.

KARACHI: Shopkeeper displaying different political parties flag to attracts customers for upcoming
Pakistan parliamentary election, 2024  on Thursday, 8 February 2024.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid Syed addressing in a ceremony held in honor of CDA sanitary
workers on their retirement at E-7 Park. Senator Fozia Arshad, Chaudry Yaseen, and others also
sitting on stage.

JAPAN: A view of buildings destroyed by the earthquake in Wajima, Ishikawa
Prefecture.
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Shutterdown strike in Balochistan as SC set to

resume hearing petition against missing persons
ISLAMABAD (INP): As the
Supreme Court is set to resume
hearing a petition against the
chronic malaise of enforced
disappearances, a shutterdown
strike was observed in several
cities of Balochistan on
Wednesday against “state op-
pression” and “atrocities” com-
mitted in the province for the
last 70 years.

Photos shared by the
Balochistan Yakjehti Commit-
tee, one of the organisers of
the Baloch long march against
extrajudicial killings and en-
forced disappearances in
Islamabad, showed deserted
streets as businesses remained
closed in Gaddani, Nohski,
Khuzdar, Turbat and other ar-
eas. A day earlier, Baloch pro-
testers — who have been
camping in freezing cold out-
side the National Press Club
in Islamabad — called for a
shutterdown demonstration
across the country after their
seven-day ultimatum to the
government expired.

Their demands included
the release of all protesters
detained during police action,
detailed investigation into rights

violations in Balochistan, elimi-
nation of enforced disappear-
ances and extrajudicial killings,
release of all victims of en-
forced disappearances, restric-
tions on the Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) and elimi-
nation of “state-sponsored
death squads”.

Last night, the BYC said
the state had failed to negoti-
ate with the protesters and an-
nounced that a press confer-
ence would be held at 3pm to-
day.

It also said that a large
number of Islamabad police
officials had arrived in front of
their sit-in camp. “We are con-
cerned that they’re going to
crack down on us and arrest
the peaceful protesters,” it
stated.

Moreover, the protesters
said police were not allowing
them food, tents, sound sys-
tems and other facilities. “In
this cold weather, old mothers
and sisters are desperately fac-
ing harsh difficulties. Anything
can happen to their health,”
they added.

SC to resume hearing pe-
tition against enforced disap-

pearances
Meanwhile, a three-mem-

ber SC bench will take up the
case brought forward by Bar-
rister Aitzaz Ahsan that high-
lighted how the unlawful prac-
tice of enforced disappear-
ances continued unabated,
haunting generations upon gen-
erations.

Headed by Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa, the bench comprises Jus-
tice Muhammad Ali Mazhar
and Justice Musarrat Hilali.

A day earlier, the top judge
had emphasised that the case
held great public importance
and that the court intended to
resolve the matter for good but
insisted that the matter could
be settled only if all accepted
responsibility. “This country
belongs to all of us. Even those
who may have other view-
points,” he had observed and
called for making Pakistan
“strong from within”.

The court had also re-
quested Ahsan’s counsel,
Shoaib Shaheen, to present
concise points on potential le-
gal actions regarding enforced
disappearances.

Justice Mazahir Naqvi submits response
against SJC’s notice

ISLAMABAD (INP): Justice
Mazahar Naqvi on Wednesday
submitted a detailed response
against the second show cause
notice in the Supreme Judicial
Council, sources said.

In his response, Justice
Mazahar Naqvi pleaded before
the judicial council rejected the
complaints against him, stating
that after hearing constitutional
petitions in open court, the ac-
tion of the judicial council was
unjustified.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the Supreme Judicial
Council had given Justice

Mazahar Naqvi a last chance
to submit his response in time.

Meanwhile, the next hear-
ing of the Judicial Council
against Justice Mazahar Ali
Akbar Naqvi will be held on
January 11.

It is worth mentioning here
that the complaint was filed
against Supreme Court Justice
Mazahir Ali Akbar Naqvi in the
Supreme Judicial Council.

The complaint was filed
against the apex court judge in
the judicial council, by Mian
Dawood Advocate.

The complaint included

charges of misconduct, illegal
assets, and amassing money
with frontmen. The complain-
ant has pleaded to the judicial
council to remove Justice
Mazahir Ali Akbar Naqvi from
the august office of the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan.

In April, Justice Isa and
Justice Masood had written a
judicial letter to Justice Bandial,
then the CJP, to convene an
SJC meeting to review these
allegations. In May, Justice
Bandial referred the matter to
Justice Tariq Masood for a le-
gal opinion.

Identical rulings by Returning Officers
surprises Election Tribunal Judge

ISLAMABAD (INP): Hear-
ing at the Election Tribunal of
the Islamabad High Court on
Wednesday, Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir expressed
astonishment at what appeared
to be arbitrary decisions made
by separate returning officers.
The tribunal was addressing an
appeal lodged by PTI leader
Advocate Shoaib Shaheen,
contesting the rejection of his
nomination form.

During the proceedings,
Justice Arbab Muhammad
Tahir noted with surprise that
the returning officers for both
NA 47 and NA 48 constituen-
cies were identical. Shaheen
contested this, asserting that
the officers for the two con-
stituencies were different.
However, Justice Tahir pointed
out that there was not a single

word of difference in the or-
ders issued by the two return-
ing officers, suggesting a strik-
ing similarity that raised suspi-
cions about the decision-mak-
ing process.

Shoaib Shaheen defended
his stance, claiming that while
the officers might be different,
the orders seemed to be
crafted in the same place, evi-
dent from their exact replica-
tion.

Expressing concern, Jus-
tice Arbab Muhammad Tahir
emphasized the lack of varia-
tion between the two orders,
raising questions about the in-
dependence and fairness of the
decision-making process. Af-
ter the arguments from both
parties, the Islamabad Election
Tribunal reserved its decision
on the matter.

PTI leader Niazullah Niazi,
addressing the media outside
the Islamabad High Court, shed
light on the unusual circum-
stances surrounding the objec-
tion-raising process on Decem-
ber 30. Niazi revealed that the
returning officers spent four
hours that night scrutinizing
nomination papers and raised
objections that he described as
"ridiculous." He further stated
that even the judge found some
objections amusing. Notably, an
identical decision was issued
by three different circles of
returning officers, adding an-
other layer of suspicion to the
overall electoral proceedings.

The Election Tribunal's
decision is now eagerly awaited
as questions about the integ-
rity of the election process in
NA 47 and NA 48 linger.

Courts standing with every political party
regarding elections: CJP Isa

FBR report reveals one-third of February
election candidates violate tax laws

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) has ex-
posed a startling revelation that
one out of every three candidates
vying for the upcoming February
elections is entangled in viola-
tions of tax laws. The report high-
lights instances of candidates ei-
ther not being registered taxpay-
ers, non-filers of income tax for at
least one year in the last three
years, or both.

According to media reports,
this concerning trend sheds light
on the pervasive non-tax culture
in the country, with a significant
number of aspiring national rep-
resentatives showing a disregard
for financial transparency and
compliance with tax regulations.

Government sources dis-
closed that the Election Commis-

sion provided data on approxi-
mately 28,000 candidates, reveal-
ing that a staggering 9,200 of them
are either not registered with the
FBR or have failed to file income
tax for one of the past three years.
Astonishingly, these candidates
are allowed to contest the general
elections despite clear violations
of parliamentary acts.

Further analysis of the data
indicates that over 4,200 candi-
dates have not filed income tax
returns for the past three years,
while more than 5,000 candidates
are not even registered with in-
come tax authorities.

During the scrutiny process,
the FBR identified more than 1,100
defaulters who promptly cleared
their dues before the approval of
their candidature. An impressive

recovery of around six billion ru-
pees was made from these candi-
dates, exposing a pattern of non-
disclosure of true wealth.

Remarkably, the amount re-
covered from these defaulters sur-
passes the total income tax paid
by the members of the National
Assembly and Senate in 2019. The
FBR's current tax directory reveals
that in 2019, the combined income
of the members amounted to 11
billion rupees, with only 576 mil-
lion rupees paid in taxes—equiva-
lent to a mere 5.2 percent of their
income, significantly less than the
35 percent tax rate imposed on
salary earners.

A regrettable aspect of the
situation is the inconsistency in
the acceptance of candidature
papers.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi Faez
Isa has said that courts are
standing with every political
party regarding the elections.

On Wednesday, a three-
member bench, headed by CJP
Isa and comprising Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar and
Justice Musarrat Hilali, heard
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s
(PTI) petition regarding the
level playing field in elections.

The Supreme Court later
adjourned the hearing in the
case till January 8.

At the outset of the hear-
ing, the PTI’s lawyers submit-
ted additional documents to the
Supreme Court stating that the
nomination papers of 668 key
PTI leaders, as well as around
2,000 proposers and seconders
have been rejected.

According to the additional
documents, 56 cases of snatch-
ing of nomination papers of
PTI leaders took place, while
proposers and seconders were
also arrested, and it was de-
cided to place video evidence
in this regard in the Supreme
Court.

During the hearing of the

case, CJP Isa expressed indig-
nation at the prefix of Sardar
along with the name of PTI
lawyer Latif Khosa. He re-
marked that the Sardar-Nawab
system ceases to exist now and
would not be tolerated in court.

The chief justice told Latif
Khosa that his government of
the PPP legislated on abolish-
ing the chieftaincy system,
while now his sons had also
become sardars. At this, Khosa
replied that it was written by
the stenographer and wouldn’t
happen again.

Latif Khosa, opening his
arguments, took the stance that
a level playing field was nec-
essary for healthy competition.
At this, Justice Muhammad Ali
Mahzar remarked that this is a
case of contempt of court, not
a new petition. He then asked
about the contempt committed
by the ECP.

The CJP then asked what
the link was between the in-
spector general of police and
chief secretaries, and the elec-
tion commission.

Latif Khosa told the court
that their candidates were ob-
structed, on which the CJP in-

quired about the evidence.
The chief justice also re-

marked that if the lawyer
wanted action against people
individually, he must file a sepa-
rate application. If someone's
nomination papers have been
rejected, they should file an
appeal, to which Latif Khosa
said they had not been given
copies of the orders of the re-
turning officer for three days.

Justice Mazhar asked how
many of candidates' nomina-
tion papers have been ap-
proved. Khosa said they had
not received the copies of RO’s
orders, and could not file ap-
peals against them.

‘You want us to do the
work of ECP’

The CJP remarked that the
lawyer wanted the court to do
the job of the election commis-
sion. If they did not get a copy
of the RO’s decision, they
should apply to the tribunal
without a copy. “How can we
ask for the papers of one party
to be accepted or rejected?”
the CJP questioned. CJP Isa
remarked that the courts are
standing behind every political
party for the elections.

1st executive body meeting of PCVTI held,
important decisions made

ISLAMABAD (INP): First
executive body meeting of
Pak-China Vocational Training
Institute was held in the office
Gwadar Port Authority (GPA).

Chairman of GPA Passand
Khan Buledi presided. Other
participating members of ex-
ecutive body meeting included
Yu Bo, Chairman China Over-
seas Ports Holding Company
(COPHC), Dr. Manzoor
Ahmed, Pro-VC Gwadar Uni-
versity and interim Director of
the vocational institute and
Rector of Shandong Institute
of Commerce and Technol-
ogy.  

The tetra-partite agree-

ment signed between the four
parties (COPHC, GPA, Uni-
versity of Gwadar and
Shandong Institute) was ap-
proved. Furthermore, in the
meeting the existing courses
and the expansion of the scope
of teaching courses came un-
der discussion. 

New diploma courses will
be offered this spring, which
was decided at the meeting,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Wednesday.

The organization and gov-
ernance structure of the Insti-
tute was discussed, with fur-
ther job creation for adminis-
trative and teaching staff.  

The body agreed to the
proposal to induct students for
3-year diploma program. 

As per the agreement, ini-
tially, 1 year will be taught in
the institute and for the rest 2
year, students will be sent to
Shandong to complete their di-
ploma. GPA also agreed to
bear the administrative costs of
the institute.  

Currently the institute of-
fers 3-year diploma courses in
port and maritime manage-
ment, information technology
and tourism management and
1-year diploma in advanced
Chinese language and culture
and advanced English. 

USTA MUHAMMAD: Member of Chief Minister Balochistan Inspection Committee Omid Ali Khokhar
receiving awareness from flood victims about Tractor Hour Project.

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malak Abdul Wali Khan Kakar is meeting with Commissioner Quetta
Division Muhammad Hamza Shafaqat.

ZIARAT: Additional Deputy Commissioner Najeebullah Kakar is visiting various levies police sta-
tions on the instructions of Deputy Commissioner Abdul Rehman.

ISLAMABAD: A scene of traffic moving on a road in heavy fog.


